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Go Fish Lures and Tackle Shop has every bait an angler could need to

catch that giant Lake Fork Lunker and the cafe has some of the best food
with daily lunch specials so you don’t fish or go home hungry.

Go Fish Lures and Cafe

By Don Hampton

What began as a hob-
by making and design-
ing plastic baits for the
anglers soon became a
dream and then materi-
alized into reality.

Such was the case for
Roger and Misty Belk
owners of Go Fish
Lures and Cafe.

The store has every-
thing an angler could
possibly want or need
to catch that trophy of

a lifetime. If you are
looking for a hard to
find lure or color, you
need look no further
than Go Fish Lures.
I’'m totally amazed
each time I walk in. I
usually tease my wife
that I only stop in a
tackle shop to see if
they have something I
don’t have in my arse-
nal. This is definitely
not the case at Go Fish.
I can’t go in without
finding something [

don’t have and feel the
need to put it in my
boat for my next fish-
ing trip.

The store was ex-
panded in December
2025 and encompasses
4,800 square feet of
anglers dreams. The
fishing inventory and
supplies makes other
tackle stores seem
wanting. [’ve found
what I want or need

(See Go Fish.... ...
Continued on Page 2)
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SPLAZE

On Lake Fork __
Sept. 18, 19, 20, 2026
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Lake Fork Big Bass
Splash Returns Sep-
tember 18-19-20 with
$550,000 Guaranteed in
Cash & Prizes.

The Lake Fork Big
Bass Splash, presented
by Sealy Outdoors and
benefiting St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospi-
tal, returns to Lake Fork
Marina in Alba, Texas,
September  18-19-20
for a weekend of fish-
ing, family and fun—
with $550,000 guaran-
teed in cash and prizes
up for grabs.

Known as the world’s
largest grassroots ama-

teur big bass fishing
tournament, the Big
Bass Splash attracts
thousands of amateur
anglers from across
the country. The Lake
Fork event continues
that tradition by allow-
ing everyday anglers to
compete for major cash
payouts, boats, vehicles,
and prizes.

A Grand Prize Package
Worth Chasing!

The angler who catch-
es the 1st Place Overall
fish will take home an
incredible prize package
featuring: 2026 Phoe-
nix 721 ZXL powered

by Mercury Marine,
equipped with Minn

Kota, Humminbird,
Power-Pole, 2026 RAM
truck, $5,000 cash,

$2,500 Every Hour for
the Heaviest Bass.
Fifteen places will be
paid every hour of each
tournament day, begin-
ning with the 7:00-8:00
am. hour and con-
tinuing through the
1:00-2:00 p.m. hour.
Each hour, the 15 single
heaviest bass weighed
in will be paid, with the
Heaviest Bass of the

(See Big Bass Splash.. ...
Continued on Page 7)
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Go Fish Lures and Cafe (Continued from Page 1)

here more than at a
Bass Pro Shop or Ca-
bellas. In plastic lures
they have pretty much
every color in the spec-
trum and a large as-
sortment of different
brands. If a new bait
is on the market they

have it waiting for you.
Looking for a particu-
lar hard bait such as a
crankbait, chatterbait,
spinnerbait, etc., this is
where you will find it.

Not many anglers
have as many rods or
reels as they want or

need. Go Fish has a
large selection of both
for that angling choice.
They have a large se-
lection either for bass,
crappie, bream,or cat-
fish. If you are looking
for fishing apparel, you
will find the right fit

Just for you.

If you need items
for your boat they
also carry the oil you
need. If you are need-
ing a new battery you
can find Interstate and
Onic batteries to keep
your motor starting
or trolling motor and

prop you can pull in

Addltlonally on sight and have your prob-
if you are having dif-
with  your

(See Go Fish Lures...
Continued on Page 9)

electronics running to
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At Go Fish Restaurant you can enjoy a great
meal either coming from or going to the lake
with terrific lunch specials.

Caney Point RV Resort
Roger For Infio #903-524-5311

Now Leasing ~ Big Waterfront Lots
Kiddie Water Park Right Across Road!
Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge
| that crosses Lake Fork. $100 Discount 1st Year Lease
Doggie Play Areas - Golf Practice Area

“Relax at Pavilion With Friends
Fish Off Our Pier
Concrete Boat Ramp

" Beautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete Pads _ vy, ¢ 5 Wonderful World?? Live Like Christians!!

Yes, It’s That Easy! Try It!

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork - Big 12°x 65’ RV Pads
2 Miles of Shaded Walking or Jogging Trails
Through the Woods on These Scenic Trails
Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity,

Security Gate, Paved Roads & Street Lights
Have Fun on Your Electric Golf Carts
Enjoy Looking at Many Deer and Other Wildlife
Relax at Pavilion With Friends- Fish Off Our Pier

(Golf'Practice
Area Owned By Christian American
Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!!
“WE ARE THE BEST!!”

Caney Point
RV Resort

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic
Pleasure
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By Don Hampton

Now, Bubba has been
pretty hard on some an-
glers lately that think they
own the fishing spots on
the lake and asking about
their mailboxes and such.
If you are one of these
anglers, don’t expect
an apology. He is more
likely to just tell you to
pull your panties up and
quit being so sensitive.
One thing he doesn’t be-
lieve in is beating around
the bush. He only beats
around the bush when he
is in the woods to scare
the varmints and snakes
away when he needs to
squirt the dirt.

When it comes to speak-
ing his mind or voicing
his opinion, there just
isn’t any gray area. This
is because Bubba is what
you might refer to as “Old
School”! Heck most of

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”
“Bubba Has Diagnosed Some Anglers With Having The “Bent Pole Virus”

the schools he went to
have been torn down and
new ones have been built.

Bubba believes fish-
ing is to have fun and
that everyone is on the
lake to have fun and re-
lax. Whether you are a
guide, in a tournament,
or fishing for the freezer,
being on the lake trying
to outwit the scaly crit-
ters is supposed to just be
fun. Otherwise you are
in the wrong place and
with the wrong people.
Just always keep in mind
“Work is just something
you have to do so you can
go fishing!”

Some anglers have taken
the “Mailbox” theory out
of context though. Bubba
claims these people are
infected with the “Bent
Pole Virus”.

I really didn’t know
what this meant at first
so I had to get Bubba to

explain this one to me!
When he explained it to
me [ thought “Shucks, I
know some of these in-
fected ‘Hookers’!”

Bubba simply stated,
“Anglers infected with
the Bent Pole Virus can
be identified easily on
the lake. When you catch
a fish and your pole
bends, just watch how
fast you are surrounded
and cut off. Sometimes
I’'m afraid to set the hook
because I'm afraid I’ll
be surrounded like Davy
Crockett at the Alamo!
It is as if some anglers
are playing ‘Peek-a-boo,
I see you.” Anglers with
the ‘Bent Pole Virus’ are
watching other anglers so
they can jump in on them
rather than watching their
own electronics so they
can improve their own
fishing skills!”

Once I received a full
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understanding from Bub-
ba on this wide spread-
ing disease I just had to
know if there was a cure
for these hapless an-
glers. Bubba informed
me the cure was in just
two words, “Respect and
Courtesy.”

One thing I can say about
Bubba is that in this case
he is being very “Politi-
cally Correct.” One of his
best buds on the lake has
another name for anglers
with the ‘Bent Pole Vi-
rus’, he calls them ‘Bot-
tom Feeders’ because
they feed off others. So,
Bubba is really being
nice in comparison!

In most tournaments
there is a rule that states,
“No fishing within 25

yards of another boat
without  permission.”
Truly this rule should
read, “No fishing within
25 yards of another an-
gler’s cast.” With new
longer rods for swimbaits
and jigs, most anglers can
cast well over 25 yards.
You wouldn’t hunt that
close to another hunter
and a jig or swimbaits ve-
locity in a cast is almost
that of a bullet. Taking
that into consideration,
you anglers infected with
the ‘Bent Pole Virus’
might wish to keep that
in mind.

It is true that no one
owns the public water.
This applies to guides,
homeowners with their
docks and piers, tourna-
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ment anglers, and freezer
fishermen. If someone is
sitting on your favorite
spot or beat you to where
you had plans to fish, find
another until they move.
Don’t try to crowd them
out or get on their fish!
All of these lakes are
large enough for every-
one and the fish are not
just in one place. Practice
what Bubba said, “Re-
spect and Courtesy.”

If you do this, you will
not have Bubba diagnose
you with the ‘Bent Pole
Virus’ or his buddy call
you a ‘Bottom Feeder’
or be dodging a 1-oz
jig coming at you like a
speeding bullet!
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By Don Hampton

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork will be
hosting their 50th Semi Annual Bass Tournament
on September 12th out of Oak Ridge Marina.

This is an individual amateur tournament. More
than one angler can fish in the same boat but each
must be a paid entry and have a means of keeping
their fish separated (Culling rings). This is a five
fish limit tournament and each bass must be at least
12” in length and can touch 16 without breaking
the line. Only one bass 24” or more in length may
be brought to the scales by each angler. A dead bass
brought in to be weighed will receive a .50-pound
penalty. No ice or frozen fish will be weighed and
be grounds for immediate disqualification.

September

Bass Tournament September 12th at Oak Ridge Marina

All bass brought to the weigh-in be-
come property of Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters and will be released back into Lake
Fork (with the exception of a trophy fish or dead
fish).

Fishing hours will be from 6 am. to 3:30 p.m.
Each angler must be in line and checked in by 3:30.

We will be on location taking entries on Friday
September 11th from 4 p.m. till 9 p.m. in the white
trailer and September 12th from 5 a.m. to 6 a.m.

Pay-outs are based on 100 entries with guaranteed
pay back of 80% of entry fees and 100% of Big
Bass Pot; 1st Place ~ $1,040; 2nd Place ~ $780; 3rd
Place ~ $520; 4th Place ~ $260; and Sth through
10th ~ $100. Big Bass Pot; 1st Big Bass ~$500; 2nd
Big Bass ~ $300; 3rd Big Bass ~ $200.

If you do not win a check at the tournament you
could still walk away a winner. The club will be
selling raffle tickets for some really great prizes.
Raffle tickets are $1 each, 12 for $10, or 24 for $20.

<4
-

Roofing is just the PEANK of
our home and repair expertise.

. lgeler
rroo

fing

ROOF AND REPAIR SINCE 1876

Give Brooks Beeler a call for a free
roof inspection or quote!

www._BeelerRoofing.com

If'you are considering joining a local bass club, you
need look no further than Texas Trails Bassmasters
of Lake Fork. Yearly membership dues are $30
per year, but if you join now this will include the
remainder of 2026 plus 2027. The club has one
scheduled tournament per month with an entry fee
of $25 plus $5 optional for Big Bass. In November
we have the two day championship with the second
day of the tournament also being counted as the
first for the following year. Three places are paid at
each club tournament with the top three explaining
how they caught their winning catch.

Also, Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork are
the official weight masters of the Annual Kid Fish,
put on by Wood County Sheriff’s Department,
TPWD Game Wardens, and Sabine River Author-
ity. Some members are active and participants in
the Wish to Fish Foundation.

Come fish with us September 12th, meet the mem-
bers and have a great time and think about joining.

- New Ruufs

Roof Repairs

Complete Re—Ruuﬁng

Metal Roofs for Manufactured
Homes

PLUS! We also do:

- General Construction and Repair
- Fencing
SLHE

303.34/.8484

- Window Installation
- Window Replacement
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Texas Hunting, Fishing Licenses on Sale for 2026-2027 Season

Summer is winding down and fall is on the ho-
rizon which means it’s time for hunters and an-
glers to renew hunting and fishing licenses. Be-
fore taking the boat out or hitting the field, the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD)
reminds hunters and anglers to purchase their
new licenses for the 2026-27 season.
Current-year Texas hunting and fishing licenses
(except the Year-from-Purchase All-Water Fish-
ing Package) expired the end of August. Licens-
es for the 2026-27 season are on sale now.

Texans purchase more than 3 million hunting
and fishing licenses annually, directly funding
a magnitude of conservation efforts and recre-
ational opportunities. Fish stocking, wildlife
management, habitat restoration, public hunting

leases, river access sites and conservation law
enforcement by Texas Game Wardens are just
some of the many projects made possible by li-
cense sales.

A variety of licenses are available and can be
purchased through the official TPWD website, or
in-person at retail locations throughout Texas or
TPWD offices. A $5 administrative fee applies to
online purchases.

Updated identity verification rules are now in
effect for Texas hunting and fishing license pur-
chases to combat residency fraud and support
TPWD law enforcement. Additional information
can be found at the License ID Validation FAQ
page or the Purchase Requirements for Licenses,
Endorsements and Tags page on the TPWD web-

site.

All recreational licenses and endorsement
stamps also have a digital option. The digital
license option is available through online pur-
chase only. Digital license holders must keep
their digital license available via mobile device
while in the field or on the water as they will not
receive a printed license or tags. License holders
must access and use their digital tags through the
Texas Hunt & Fish mobile app. Digital licenses
can be viewed through the Texas Hunt & Fish
and TPWD Outdoor Annual mobile apps.

For repeat license buyers, TPWD offers an ex-
pedited checkout process, allowing customers to

(See Texas Hunting, Fishing Licenses .............
Continued on Page 12)
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903-474-7479

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17
South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”
2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,
New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel « RV Park « Guide Serves o
Boat Storage Units $45/mo.

Visit Us Online www.gofishfork.com

1’D SMOKE

PapaTs
BBO

“Two Locations to Tantalize Your Taste Buds!”
Brisket * Pulled Pork * Chicken
Sandwiches * Plates * Loaded Bake Potato
Brisket Tacos * Banana Pudding * More
BYOB

BYOB

Boat Ramp

Catoring!

151 E. Quitman St.
903-765-9016

Mineola Location
417 S. Pacific St.

903-569-7781
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“September” The Official Close of Summer

By Whitt Smith

September brings the close of Official Summer,
though not always in the temperature here in NE
Texas. With that, the transition begins in Bass

of small, young of the year Shad move into the
mouths of coves and pockets and secondary
points inside these locales.

I find most success in September by greatly

September

and baitfish patterns.

Around Labor Day or shortly thereafter, schools

i B 3 4 5 |6 7 B E] 1@ i1 |12
T3 14 15
16 17
18 19 20
21 22 23
24 |25 |26 27 28 (29 |30
Ei] 32 33
34 35 36 37
38 39 40
Ex] 42 43 44
45 46 [47
48 (49 50 51 |52 |58
54 55 56
57 58 E5)
50 Gil 62

CLUES ACROSS

16. Movie industry
18. Create with cloth
19. Way to make tight

3. Masticate z

7. Busby , film director

25. Classical music for the stage
26. Sacred writings

27. Accepted practice

28. Excessive use of drugs

1. Dry wine from southwestern 37. Invests in little enterprise
. EBurope (abbr.)
5. Cheat 38. Openings
8. Suburb of Bombay 39. Type of tooth
13. Repeat 40. Pine Tree State
14. Swiss river 41. Fuel -
15. Like cereal 42. Broad-winged, soaring hawk

44,
4s.
46,

20. Transport commercially 48. Seaport in Cameroon
21. Bellies (slang) 50. Linear unit used in printing
22. Protects the chest 51. Artificial language
24. Cow 54, Gallantry award
27. Mounted soldier 57. Away from the outer edge
28. Come to pass 58. This (Spanish)
31. Fencing swords 59. Bitter quarrel between twc
32. Calendar month (abbr.) parties
33. In the manner of 60. Lotto
34, Government agents 61. Day
35. Approves 62. Chits
CLUES DOWN
1. Arranges 29. Adjust, in a way (var.)
2. Have a yen for 30. Influenced, in a way

35.

4. Indian unit of length ~ 36. South Dravidian
5. Skin disease 37. Pouches
6. Russian city 40. Woman of refinement

42.

8. Sound of an alarm 43, Narcotic drug
9. Jackrabbits 45. Someone who is highly skilled
10. Egyptian sun god 47. Extensive landed property
11. Poverty 48. Eat
12. Massachusetts cape 49. Arm bone
14, Winged 50. Posttraumatic stress disordey
17. Images (abbr.)
21. Pastries 51. Content of cognition
23. Gorges 52. Coat with plaster
24. Obscure 53. GM auto

54.
55.
56.

Answers on Page 21

Behaved
Ocean sunfish
Launch and mattress

About visual sense

Ravel favorite

Person’s brother or sister
Whale
Immature newt

downsizing presentations. It not only helps in
number of bites, but will get big bites, as well.
I know it’s Lake Fork and the thought of small
lures can sound crazy, but this month it can lay
dividends. Who doesn’t like dividends?

With the downsizing of lures, downsizing the
gear is paramount in your ability to efficiently
and effectively cast.

Small Crankbaits, finesse jigs, Texas Rig worms,
Drop Shot and Shakey Head Trick style worms
are some of the best producers for me this month.
I rig these lures on Seaguar InvizX 12 to 15 1b
test Fluorocarbon Line on a variety of Dobyns
Bait Cast and Spinning Rods this month. Local-
ly, Lake Fork Resort is a stocking Dobyns Rods
Dealer and Warranty Service.

Jamie’s Restaurant

271 CR 1558 * Alba, TX., 903-765-2087

Located at Lake Fork Marina
New Owner * New Attitude

Great Service * Great Food

Breakfast Served Until

11A.M.
Salad Bar

Daily Lunch Specials

Large Menu Selection

Sunday 5 A.M. ~ 2 P.M.

Sandwiches * Burgers
Fish * Steaks

& Much More!!
Open Mon ~Sat.5AM. ~9 PM.

Most of the Bass we catch will be anywhere from
cover near the bank to 10-12°, this month.

The Magic 8-Ball is if the “Fall Turnover” oc-
curs late this month or in October. The way the
temps are going at the moment I’m typing this,
you’d think it’ll occur on October sometime.
Good luck to all of the folks fishing the Sealy
Tournament and be safe out there!

If you would like
gtk
FISHERTAN'S

Iz NES
Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative’s
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)
For Only $35,

Daily

Send check or
Money Order
Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX,,

75497
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Big Bass Splash on Lake Fork (continuea from Page 1)

Hour winning $2,500.

Hourly tournament updates and results will be
broadcast live on KMOO 99.9 FM, allowing
anglers, families, and fans to follow the action
throughout the tournament.

Exact Weight Bonuses: The Lake Fork Big Bass
Splash will once again feature its popular Exact
Weight bonuses. The first contestant to weigh in a
2.25-pound bass each day will win $5,000, and the
first contestant to weigh in a 2.50-pound bass each
day will also win $5,000. Additionally, the Heavi-
est Bass Under the Slot each day will win another
$5,000.

Elimination Drawing: All registered anglers are
eligible for the Elimination Drawing, where one
lucky contestant will have the opportunity to win a:
2026 Phoenix 819 PRO powered by Mercury,
equipped with Minn Kota and Humminbird.

“You Can’t WIN if you Don’t Play” Optional bo-

nus games, including Bonus Card and Bonus Shirt
Hours, give anglers additional opportunities to win
Lake Fork Lure Co. rods and cash.

Ladies Big Bass Bonus: The Ladies Big Bass
Bonus gives female anglers another opportunity
to win. The Top 3 Ladies Overall will be awarded
cash and prizes based on the three single heaviest
bass weighed in by women during the three-day
tournament, in addition to any hourly winnings
they may earn.

Little Anglers Division: The Big Bass Splash isn’t
just for adults. Children ages 5-12 may compete
in the Little Anglers Division for just $10 per day.
Young anglers can win medals and cash for their
winning catches, including bass, catfish, crappie
or perch. It’s an opportunity to introduce the next
generation to the sport while making memories that
will last a lifetime.

Registration Information: Online registration is

Page 7

now open at www.sealyoutdoors.com. The Early
Bird Registration Deadline is Tuesday, Septem-
ber 8. On-site registration will be available at Lake
Fork Marina on: Thursday, September 17, 10:00
a.m. — 8:00 p.m. Registration will continue each
morning of the tournament, beginning at 5:00 a.m.
and ending at 4:00 p.m. Tournament Entry Fees, 1
Day: $190, 2 Days: $240, 3 Days: $290, Little An-
glers: $10 per day. Fishing, Family and Fun for
Everyone

The Big Bass Splash is more than a fishing tour-
nament. It has become what Sealy Outdoors calls
“Fishing-Family-Fun,” bringing anglers, families,
and communities together for a weekend centered
around competition, excitement, and fun.

A portion of the proceeds from tournament reg-
istration fees will benefit St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, helping support its mission to ad-
vance cures and means of prevention for pediatric
catastrophic diseases.

308 E Coke Rd

Winnsboro, TX

At Our Location Between Broolishires & MceDonald's

Custom Smoking For The Holidays
Deer Processing (Sceasonal)
Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage » E.E. Wilson Syrup « Honey » Ribbon
Cane » Sorgham » Moonshine Syrup

A Fresh Selection Just For You!

903-342-0300

Dlspatch * Skm * Quarter
On Your Property.
Hang, Process, & Package
At Alexander Meat Market.
For Pricing Information
Call: Donnie 903-975-5849
or Caden 903-975-5890 *903-342-0300




Mntm-Lnﬂges -RV Park
Tent Camping-Boat Ramp
Tackle/Gift Store-Restaurant
—y GasajmﬁFmpane-WIH“‘ v
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—A00Rs eI

2TS CR 1558 » Alba, TX 78410 » 903-TE5-2T64 » www . lakeforkmarina com

5 miles N of Alba on Hwy.17

Paul Bacon
Licensed

Master Physical
Therapist

.@eﬁe&eﬁ f@a@e’eﬁi

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT
TREATMENTS FOR:

* Back & Neck Pain * Pre/Post Op Rehab

* Joint Pain Or Injury * Sports Injuries
# Geriatric Aillments * Workers’ Comp. Injuries

* Chronic Headaches * Dizziness/Vertigo

R LTS IR

Emory, Texas
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Moon

“Sizzling September Crapple

“The

By Terri Moon

September on Lake
Fork can fool you.
The calendar says
fall is just around the
corner, but here in
East Texas, the heat
of summer can still
be hanging on strong.
Water temperatures
can remain in the up-
per 80’s, and those
crappie know exactly
where they want to be
when the lake is still
hot.

For me, Septem-
ber is all about find-
ing the fish and pay-
ing close attention to
what the electronics
are telling me. Lake
Fork is well known
for producing good
crappie around stand-
ing timber, brush
piles and bridges, and
late summer is no ex-
ception.

When the water is
still hot, I concentrate
much of my Septem-
ber crappie fishing in
the 18 to 28 ft. range,
especially around
creek channels, sub-
merged timber and
good brush piles.
Recent Lake Fork
patterns have shown
quality white crap-
pie holding on timber
along creek channels
in this depth range.

September

Report”

That means spending time with my electron-
ics, scanning timber and brush piles until I
find a tree or pile loaded with crappie. One
tree might hold only a couple of fish while the
next one can be loaded. Once I find that magic
combination of depth, cover, and baitfish, I’'m
going to slow down and work it thoroughly.
Around bridges I’ll also pay close attention to
the 20 to 25 ft. range, particularly where the
structure drops into deeper water. Lake Fork
is known for good late-spring and early fall
crappie fishing around its bridges.

One of the biggest things I watch during these
hot September days is the thermocline. When
that summer layer is still established, crappie
tend to position themselves where the water
has the oxygen and conditions they need. I
want my bait presented at or just above the
fish, rather than wasting time fishing below
them.

September is also a month of transition. As
cooler nights begin to arrive, the thermocline
can start changing and the fish begin moving.
That means what worked yesterday may not
be the answer tomorrow. That’s why I never
assume the fish are going to be in the same
place just because I caught them there the
day before. When the bite is tough, it’s time
to downsize your bait, and SLOW DOWN!

(See Sizzling September Crappie..Continued on Page 22
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GO F iSh Lul’ es and Caf € (Continued from Page 2)

lem resolved. Also at
the same location you
can find a trolling mo-
tor shop specializing in
Motor Guide and Low-
rance Electronics.

If you wish to store
your boat and tackle
instead of towing it to
Lake Fork each time
Go Fish Boat Stor-
age is the best on Lake
Fork. It has a security
gate to protect all of
your belongings stored
here.

After building up your
appetite after all the
fishing and shopping
you can enjoy a great
meal at Go Fish Res-
taurant and Cafe. It is
located conveniently
in the rear of the tackle
displays so you will not

have far to go. It serves
up great food with very
friendly serving staff.
Misty does a great job
with this and has some
fantastic lunch spe-
cials. They are open
serving your hunger
needs from 6 a.m. to 3
p.m Monday through
Saturday and on Sun-
day from 6 a.m. to 2
p.m.

The tackle store is
open 7 days a week
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
which gives you plenty
of time to shop.

Go Fish Lures and

Cafe is conveniently
located at 3736 TX
Hwy. 154. This is just
across the street from
the entrance to Caney
Creek Recreation Fa-
cility and Boat Ramps
so you will not have far
to go to be on the Great
Lake Fork.

Be sure to stop in and
say hello to Roger,
Misty and their friend-
ly staff and be ready to
be surprised at all the
inventory.

Have a great time on
Lake Fork and Fish
Friendly!

Tournament website is
www.legendsoflakefork.com

If you would like
o
FISHERAN'S

TYInE AEr3”

Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative’s
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)

For Only $35,
Send check or
Money Order
Mame 8 Address to:

The Fisherman’s
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

73497
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3736 TX Hwy 154
Yantis, TX 75497
(903) 309-8465

GoFishLures@gmail.com
Large Selection of Baits & Tackle

Open 7 Days a Week

GoFish Cafe* Brealfast Served To 3p.m.
Serving Great Meals
Mon. - Sat. 6a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 6 am. - 2 p.m.

GoFish Boat Storage
Best Boat Storage at Lake Fork
Visit online: www.gofish-lures.com
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Strong Dove Population Numbers Anticipated as Hunters Fly Toward Opening Day

Dove Season Opened Statewide September
1 for the First Time in History!

For a third year in a row, Texas received signif-
icant rain in the spring across most of the state,
bolstering the previous year’s healthy dove pop-
ulations. Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
(TPWD) biologist’s estimate both mourning
and white-winged doves are near record highs

again.

These new population reports are good news
for hunters hitting the field on Sept. 1, a historic
early opening date approved earlier this year.
Surveys Say ‘More Dove’

Spring population surveys conducted by TPWD
staff found mourning and white-winged dove
numbers continue to trend near historic highs.

TK ROOFING REPAIR & COATING SYSTEMS

25 Years in Business
Locally Owned
Specializing in Leak Repairs
All Coatings
Free Estimates

Tim Lambert @ 214-395-1100

email: tim.lambert63@verizon.net

Danny Holder _NREOW BYGRET NIk
Lake Fork Guide Service -
Licensed Professional Guide

Offering:

Full/Half Day Trips
Individual or Corporate
Trips

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-242
~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber

: A * Samantha * Reygan

Combined with strong
habitat conditions
across much of the
state, hunters should
expect solid opportu-
nities when the 2026
dove season opens
statewide on Sept. 1.
Estimates place the

statewide mourning dove population at 36.7
million birds, a two percent increase from 2025
and just shy of the record high of 37.5 million
in 2016. White-winged dove numbers increased
ten percent from 2025, with an estimated 12.9
million birds, the highest estimate on record.
Birds may still be scattered across the land-
scape while food and water remain widely
available. As August heat dries things out, hunt-
ers are likely to find larger groups gathering at
available watering holes. Doves typically feed
and water twice a day, so scouting their move-
ment throughout the day is key to a successful
hunt. Hunters should focus on agriculture fields
or arcas with native food sources like sunflower,
croton and other annual forbs and grasses.

Historic Change to South Zone Season Opener
(Continued on Next Page)

AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER
FAST « FRIENDLY. SPEEDY « REPAIRS & SERVICE

“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”
New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort « Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner

903-474-3195
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The South Zone has historically been restricted

by federal regulations from opening in early
Sept. due to longstanding concerns about the
impacts of hunting on late-nesting mourning
doves. After an extensive review of recent bio-
logical data, TPWD biologists determined that
there was no longer a need to delay the opener
and worked with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice to change federal regulations to allow the
South Zone to mirror opening day and daily bag
limits in the North and Central Zones.

“For over 100 years, the South Zone has opened
later than the rest of the state, frustrating a lot
of hunters,” said Owen Fitzsimmons, TPWD
Webless Migratory Game Bird Program Leader.
“I’m very excited about the earlier opener, espe-
cially in a year when we are seeing record num-

otorGuide ML

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS *

9!1]3 383 3232+ AUHGRIZEDDE&LER

ek Continental
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bers of doves down south, but it will be a big
adjustment for both hunters and the birds. We
plan to do our due diligence and conduct extra
monitoring to assess any impacts to dove popu-
lations, as well as get plenty of feedback from
the hunting public over the next few years.”
With the earlier start to the regular season,
the Special White-winged Dove Days typical-
ly held before the regular season opener were
eliminated. These changes are allowed under
federal regulations on a three-year experimen-
tal basis—a common procedure for any major
changes to federal migratory game bird regula-
tions. This gives TPWD time to properly evalu-
ate any impacts to doves before the change is
made permanent.
Doves in Texas

B & T T E R I E &

INSTALLATIONS

Page 11

Texas is home to seven species of native doves
and pigeons, including the three legal game
species— mourning, white-winged and white-
tipped doves.

Texas continues to lead the nation in dove hunt-
ing, accounting for 32 percent of the mourning
dove and 87 percent of the white-winged dove
harvest in the U.S. annually. More than 300,000
hunters take part each year, generating more
than $500 million in economic activity.
Preparing for the Season
TPWD reminds hunters to prepare for the early
season heat. Bring plenty of water, seek shade
during peak hours and be mindful in dense veg-
etation when retrieving downed birds. Hunters
should also be mindful when parking in tall

(See Strong Dove Population......
Continued on Page 16)

“Established In
1996”

Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether itbea
bent shaft, an electrical problem in your motor, water in the lower unit,
a cable Issue, or you just need a part, our experienced tech will

you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized MotorGui
Service Center. We also do repalrs on Minnkota and all other makes
and models of trolling motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models o
trolling motors.

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS

Authorized Lowrance Electronics Service Center.
We also sell Lowrance Electromics products, such

s  Fishfinders, transducers, and  sccessories.

Fridays &
Saturdays

4:00 pm - 9:00 pm

| ERAIAR a-:"n r
Pl e e o e

on the product), and supported for an additional three
I— gy g by the Lowrance 5-Year Advantage Program, which
m allows customers to upgrade to the latest technology, at a
PLEASE FEEL FREETOSTAMDIN  discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails
FRONT OF THEMN or needs repair.
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Texas Hunting, Fishing Licenses on Sale for 2026-2027 Season (conined from page 5

re-purchase licenses bought in recent years.

Paper license holders may show an electronic
copy of their license but must possess and ap-
ply physical tags for animals that require tag-
ging. Several options exist for customers to pro-
vide proof of licensure other than their physical
license, including: (1) an electronic photo of their
licenses, (2) an emailed receipt of their purchas-
es; (3) their account in the online license sales
system; (4) by connecting their license to the
Outdoor Annual or Texas Hunt & Fish mobile

apps.
Hunting and fishing regulations for the 2026-

27 season are available online at outdoorannual.
com, or via the free Outdoor Annual mobile app.
Once downloaded, the app works without internet
connectivity, making it easy for hunters and an-
glers to view regulations in even the most remote
locations. Other features include license lookup,
location-based functionality such as “Hunting
Seasons and Regulations by Location,” “Where
to Fish,” and more. A limited supply of printed
booklets will be available at select TPWD of-
fices. Hunters and anglers are encouraged to call
their local offices to check availability.

The Texas Hunt & Fish mobile app enables
electronic submission

—

B\ (fl ) omERwITH Hank PaRKER
: 5:00PM - 6:30PM

ahmEm g

of mandatory harvest
reports, including al-

0 CIO B ER ligator gar harvest re-
Q‘%RD porting, and supports
2026 digital tagging of har-
Vested deer, turkey,
LAKE FORK oversized red drum

() BAPTIST CHURCH

and spotted seatrout for digital license holders.
The app also allows hunters to complete their on-
site registration for many TPWD public hunting
lands. Hunters can hunt on more than one mil-
lion acres of public land with the purchase of an
annual public hunting permit.

When buying their license, resident hunters and
anglers may wish to purchase an entry in the
Lifetime License Drawing. Three lucky winners
will win a Lifetime Super Combo License and
never need to buy a Texas hunting or fishing li-
cense again. Entries are $5 each and can be pur-
chased online, or at any license retailer. The first
entry deadline is Sept. 30.

When making their purchase, license buyers
can also add a donation of $1, $5, $10 or $20
to help support the Hunters for the Hungry pro-
gram, the Fund for Veterans Assistance or Oper-
ation Game Thief. Donations to the Hunters for
the Hungry program provide hunters with a way

(Continued on Next Page)

V9483 WEM 515
Alba, TX 75410

$45 Family

Lake Eork
Boal & Minc Slorage

$15 per
person . .
Boat Storage Mini Storage
weme T waae 12 X 24 5 X 10
" 12 x 28 10x 10
12 x 29 10 x 20
12 x 30

TOLL FREE 1-833-TXSTORAGE

1-833-897-8672

= DOOR
| PRIZES

. €9 903-473-9523

= info@lakeforkbaptist.org

www.BoatStorage.Rent
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to donate legally har-
vested deer to partici-
pating processors. The
processed meat goes
to local food banks to
feed Texas families in
need. Donations to the
Fund for Veterans As-
sistance program pro-
vide grants to veteran
service organizations
and nonprofit charita-
ble institutions, assist-
ing veterans and their
families at the commu-
nity level throughout
Texas.

BKON OUTDOORS AND APPAREL

“MhelEisherman:s Guide)

Operation Game Thief

is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
focused on protecting
Texas’ wildlife and nat-
ural habitats through
community  engage-
ment, outreach and
education. It serves as
Texas’ wildlife crime
stoppers program.

For frequently asked
questions about Texas
hunting and fishing li-
censes, visit the TPWD
website.

Practice Safe
Boaring

If you would like

i
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Delivered to you, &
friend, or relative's

home for 1 year
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For Only $35,
Send check or
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The Fisherman's
Guide News
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Yantis, TX.,

75497

Large inventory of Fishing Lures & Tackle
Kayaks * Hunting Supplies and Apparel
Visit us on Facebook
BKON Outdoors and Apparel

1058 N Pacific St. ~ Mineola, TX 75773

903-307-9993

News You Can Use”

Full Buffet With All
Of Your Favorites
Plus....

Great
Desserts
Including
Pecan
Casserole
plus
Ice Cream
Bar
Vanilla &
Chocolate

Fri. & Sat. 3 pm ~9 pm

S375 N. Hwy 17 * Lake Fork
953-3474
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Strong DOVQ POp“latiOIl (Continued from Page 11)

grass to reduce the risk
of starting a fire.
Hunters using dogs
should watch for signs
of overheating in
dogs and inspect for
wounds before leav-
ing the field. New
World screwworm has
been detected in Tex-
as, and all hunters are
encouraged to report
suspicious  wounds,
or larvae in a wound,
to their veterinarian.
For more informa-
tion about movement
guidelines and inspec-

2
arine

gost

j- MERCURY

 (EE

CENTER

., BOFASTER,
| GO FARTHER.
| 6O BOLOLY,

i L BERZA T o

WERCURY

' O Tha Hiter

tions, visit New World
Screwworm  (NWS)
Guidance — AgriLife
Alert System.

The regular dove sea-
sons are as follows:

* North Zone: Sept.
1 — Nov. 8, resuming
Dec. 18,2026 —Jan. 7,
2027

* Central Zone: Sept.
1 — Oct. 25, resuming
Dec. 11, 2026 — Jan.
14, 2027

* South Zone: Sept.
1 — Oct. 25, resuming
Dec. 18, 2026 — Jan.
21,2027

Add Water

|

CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN -BLAZER BDAT DEALER

PLATINUM ELITE
STOCKING
LOOSE ENGINE

Full hunting regula-
tions are available on
the Texas Outdoor An-
nual mobile app or on-
line at outdoorannual.
com.

All dove hunters must
carry:

* A valid hunting li-
cense

* A Migratory Game
Bird Endorsement

* HIP certification
(survey completed
during license pur-

chase)
Additionally, any-
one born after Sept. 1,

1971, must complete
a hunter education
course before hunting
in Texas. Certification
is valid for life and
recognized in all states
and provinces. Lack
of hunter education
certification and the
Migratory Game Bird
Endorsement rank as
the two most common
hunting violations dur-
ing dove season.

Please make sure you

have the appropriate
licenses before head-
ing afield this next
dove hunting season.

714 S. Main St.
Quitman, TX 75783 %
903-763-5225
Visit Us Online T
www.s2Zmarine.com _t:
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Great Texas Birding Classic Breaks Records in its 30th Year

The biggest, longest and wildest birdwatching
tournament in the country, the Great Texas Bird-
ing Classic (GTBC), had a record number of teams
and overall participants in the 30th iteration of the
event, as well as a record amount of Conservation
Grants awarded. The GTBC, organized by Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD), took
place from April 15-May 15, with teams participat-
ing on the day of their choice.

A record 252 teams registered for the classic with
an event-high 1,450 participants statewide includ-
ing 41 first-time teams, and 33 teams registered for
the newest category, the ‘Lone Star Duo Tourna-
ment.” The Big Sit tournament continued to be the
most popular category with 80 teams registered,
including 20 as part of Heart of Texas East. The
GTBC held its first art contest this year, with the
grand prize winner, Townsend Keller’s artwork

being used for the 2027 event t-shirt and promo-
tions. Complete and final results for the teams and
art contest winners are posted online for all tourna-
ment categories at www.birdingclassic.org.

“I had a great time!” said Melinda Write on her
first GTBC, serving as team captain for Twitchers
Gone Wild, a Central Texas Coast Big Sit team. “I
first saw [the Great Texas Birding Classic] right af-
ter it ended in 2025 and have been waiting to do
this for a year!”

As for the birds, the teams recorded an amazing
Spring migration, identifying a record 435 species
throughout the tournament. This included several
Review Species for the Texas Bird Records Com-
mittee (TBRC), meaning these birds have been re-
corded four or fewer times per year in Texas over a
ten-year average. These species include but aren’t
limited to, the Short-Tailed Hawk, Mottled Owl,

Gray Flycatcher, Black-whiskered Vireo, Brown
Jay and Golden-crowned Sparrow.

“I love that TPWD does this,” said Annelise Turn-
er, team captain of Hawkward Silence Flies Again,
a Heart of Texas East Sunrise to Noon team, com-
peting for their second time as a mother-daughter
trio. “We plan on coming back next year, but our
competitiveness is kicking in now that we don’t
feel like newbies.”

The Birding Classic awarded $85,000 in Con-
servation Grants in 2026, a 42 percent increase in
amount awarded from the previous year and a re-
cord amount awarded for a single year thanks to
team registrations and sponsorships. With that, the
30-year tournament total rose to $1.36 million for
on-the-ground acquisition, restoration and enhance-
ment projects for native Texas wildlife habitats.

(See Great Texas Birding.....Continued on Page 20)
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By Don Hampton
LFSA President

August with all of its
smoldering heat still
was an active month for
the Association.

It began with Rick
Carter being our guest
speaker at the August
meeting. He gave a very
informative update on
Camp Bass and their fu-
ture goals for the youth
and Lake Fork.

I want to send a big
thank you to all of the
volunteers that dedi-
cate their time and ef-
forts to make our High
School Tackle Progarm

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”
Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake For

such a success. Also
our sincere gratitude to
everyone who donated
rods n’ reels and fish-
ing equipment for the
program. With these
donations through this
program, we are able to
give the youth of today
the means to fish on the
high school program
that otherwise might
not be able to afford to.
This not only promotes
the future of fishing but
also hopefully be a turn-
ing point in our youth of
today.

We will be presenting
this equipment to six lo-
cal high school fishing

teams in our area. The
high school teams will
be Athens, Lone Oak,
Grand Saline, 903 An-
glers, Winnsboro, and
Rains County.

The presentations will
be at our monthly meet-
ing on September 8th at

6:30 p.m.

If you are interested
in becoming a mem-
ber or just come as a
guest, our meetings are
held the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at Jamie’s
Restaurant beginning at
6:30 pm.

hool fishing teams.
all Don Hampion,

3
& Seeiismanrs

ods, reels, tackle, and fishing-related equip-
ent are needed to sopport the High School|
ishing Tackle Program sponsored by Lake
ork Sportsman’s Association. LFSA requests
onations of new and used fishing articles that
be cleamed, assemhbled, and refurbished.
tems will be further domated to area high

wWest, 903-T52-2016 for more information or
arrange a donation.

203-360-6994 or Ken

September

»

For the past 26 years Lake Fork Sportsman’s
Association has been Preserving the Legend
that is Lake Fork with their Live Release
Boat at tournaments releasing catches back
healthy in the lake, planting new grasses, and
establishing fish habitat.

Lake Fork
Sportsman’S

ASSOCIATION
Phreseneing Tie Legond
Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each
month beginning at 6:30 pm at
Jamie’s Restaurant off Hwy. 17N

"Wish To Fish
Foundation'

Needs Your Hel lr!

If you know a family that has a child that
meets our criteria, just frave them call us.
We'll take over from there!

" Every child deserves a chance to fish!" Children dicagnosed or who hiave exper IE‘HL’#(E it !He-rfsfememng ifness or ae-
cident sometimes do not have that apporiiioe. Now through the "Wish to Fish Foundation™ they can have that day
in the swn with their familv. Any family with a child between the ages 3 to 18 vears of age that has been diagnosed or
treated for a fife-threatening fllness or accidernt is invited (o come fish Lake Fork for any species of fish at NO COST!
Lodoing, meals, and fishing are provided for, Tiis aflows the family to spend quality time together fishing without wor-
ries or expenses. The outing includes one night lodging, meals, refresfiiments, snacks, afl on a 26' Tritoon Pontoon,
{accompanied with a 9-1-1 clhase boat for any emergency that may occur. Al bait and fishing equipment provided, If
you are, or know of a family that meets the above criteria, contact us! Help us spread the word, we are here for the
clifldren!
For Scheduling or More Info Contact: Don Hampiton, Founder & Program Director
visit our website: www.wishtofishfoundation.com

Help U&Sp The Word!

" Recoanse every oltilid deserves a cliance deo fish!™
¥
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Martin FISHERMANS INN Lake Fork Tournament
Jamie’s
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Great Texas Birding Classic (continued from Page 17)

“This year one of our participants made an anony-
mous donation of $20,000 through a specific op-
tion for retirees to make charitable donations for the
event,” said Shelly Plante, Birding Classic tourna-
ment coordinator. “Because of this donation, our
overall conservation grants went through the roof,
and we couldn’t be more grateful. As the tourna-
ment continues to grow, we look forward to donat-
ing more toward habitat conservation projects in
Texas through these grants.”
This event is made possible by team sponsorship
and registration fees, donations from event spon-
sors Toyota and the Texas Ornithological Society,
and awards ceremony sponsor, Audubon Texas.
“We had an amazing day on Saturday, with volun-
teers staying much longer than they’d signed up for
because they were having such a good time, new
friendships, so much learning...it was a blast!” Re-
marked Cassie Festa, the team captain for The Peli-

Cans Audubon Texas, a Heart of Texas East Big Sit
team.

Each year the winning Birding Classic teams get
to select which projects to fund, and as the tour-
nament continues to grow, more funds are raised
which are then donated to habitat conservation
projects in Texas.

This year, conservation grants were awarded to:
$50,000 Combined Conservation Grants
Weeklong Conservation Grant ($20,000) — Select-
ed by Two Chicks & A Chat, sponsored by Dickin-
son Bayou Fleeting
Upper Texas Coast Big Sit! Conservation Grant
($10,000) — Selected by CenterPoint Wirebirds,
sponsored by CenterPoint Energy
Charitable Distribution from Anonymous Donor
($20,000) — An anonymous donor made it possi-
ble to increase this project funding from $30,000

Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~

Children

903-473-8784 « 306 PR 7332 « Emory, TX., 75440

Hwy. 515 to Ralns CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles
v Cabins « Sleeps 3
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Boat Ramp
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to $50,000 helpmg thls new trail project come to
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GETTO
FISH.
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Project: Virginia Point Victoria Baker Birding Trail
— submitted by Scenic Galveston, Inc.

Project Location: Galveston, Galveston County
$10,000 Heart of Texas East Big Sit! Conservation
Grant — Selected by The Peli-Cans Audubon Texas,
sponsored by Audubon Texas

Project: Wings Over Wildgrass: Grasslands Resto-
ration for the Birds — submitted by Mitchell Lake
Audubon Center

Project Location: San Antonio, Bexar County
$10,000 Heart of Texas East Big Day Conservation
Grant — Selected by Just Wingin’ It

Project: Rebirth Sanctuary — submitted by Hill
Country Master Naturalists, Bird City Kerrville
Project

Project Location: Kerrville, Kerr County

$5,000 Lone Star Bird Award Conservation Grant
— Selected by Swarov Ski Patrol, sponsored by
Swarovski Optik, N.A.

Project: Habitat Restoration at Singleton Preserve —
submitted by Cedar Hill Parks and Recreation
Project Location: Cedar Hill, Dallas County
$5,000 Toyota State Park Conservation Grant — Se-
lected by Saltwater Songbirds

Project: Water Feature and Visitor Seating Updates
for Goose Island State Park Wooded Area Bird
Viewing Stations — submitted by Goose Island

@

REEL INN & LODGE

AT LAKE FORK ———

903-878-2277(BASS)

2784 Highway 154
Quitman, TX 75783

Sleeps 6

REEL INN AND LODGE

Reelinnandlodge.com

- less than a mile from Lake Fork

State Park, Texas Parks
and Wildlife Depart-
ment

Project Location: Rock-
port, Aransas County
$5,000 Heart of Texas
East Sunrise to Noon
Roadrunner Conserva-
tion Grant — Selected by
Hornsby HERons

Cozy, Themed Rooms with
Lake Fork Fish Decor
- FREE Wi-Fi-Pet Friendly

Stripping * Sand Blasting
Head Light Refinish
Battery Repair
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903-975-4370

Project: Water Feature
for Joan & Scott Holt
Paradise Pond — sub-
mitted by City of Port
Aransas

Project Location: Port
Aransas, Nueces Coun-

ty.

Fish Friendly
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Honey Creek State Natu-
ral Area, previously open
by guided access only, is
welcoming visitors at the
new trailhead in the south-
western portion of the park
starting August 8.

This trailhead opening is
part of a multi-phase de-
velopment for the SNA,
with the Public Use Plan
informing what will take
place in future phases.

The trailhead provides
access to 3.5 miles of hik-
ing trail for the public to
enjoy the southwest por-
tion of the park, with ac-
cess hours from 7 am. to
7 pm. Access to the trail-
head is by reservation only
through the TPWD web-
site, through the call center,
and a QR code on-site. The
entrance to the trailhead is
off Park Road 31, with
gate codes being provided
to those with reservations
through their confirmation
email. Trail maps are avail-
able online or in person at
the adjacent Guadalupe
River State Park’s head-
quarters.

Visitors should bring plen-
ty of water for their time
on the trails as there is no
public water refill station
available. A restroom is
available at the trailhead.

The new hiking trails ex-
plore the oak savannah
that serves as the water-
shed of Honey Creek. To
view the beauty of Honey
Creek itself, join a guided
hike offered weekly from

“The Fisherman’s Gu:de News You Can Use”
Honey Creek State Natural Area’s Trailhead Opened August 8 L R

Guadalupe River SP. Ad-
ditionally, guided hikes
exploring other aspects of
the State Natural Area are
available as listed on the
SNA’s events page.

Honey Creek SNA is
a part of the Guadalupe
River SP complex, with

the land for the SNA be-
ing acquired partially from
the Texas Nature Conser-
vancy in 1985 and the rest
from a private individual
in 1988 before the final
parcel was added in 2023.
Honey Creek opened for
limited access in 1985.
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There are 14 musical instruments hidden throughout
the scrambled puzzle below. See how many you can find
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Teras Trails Basomastons of Lakke Fwnk
By, 50th Semi-Annual Open Tournament 4
Sept. 12, 2026 * Lake Fork, Texas

Oak Ridge Marina * Hwy 154 N.

jofy Guaranteed Pay-Out Based on 100 Entries  g3_360.6994
Drawings Held After Weigh-in for prizes
$1,040.00 There wiil be a bl bass pot ~ §10 per peeson entry

and Place $780.00 Blg Bass will pay Three {3) places, (Based on 100 entrles)
3rd Place $520.00 1stPlace 3500
4th Place $260.00 IndPlace  $300
5th ~ 10th $100.00 JrdPlace  $200

1. Batry fee is 54000 - Iute entry i 345,00 or deod fish),

1. Buly entries must e postmarked by Sept. 5, 2026, 19, In the event of o tie for any position, price maney for that position and the
3, All entry fees must be poid before 6 a.m, $af Sept. 12, 2026, following positions will be combined vod evenly devided between the tying

4, Check in imen Fri, Sept. 11, 4 pm. to ¥ pam. ond Sat., Seph. 1% 5am. 406 contestants.

am, et Ok Bidge Maring, 0. Contestants maynot huwe served s  compensmted guide an Lake Fork 40

5. To qualify, contestunts must check in ot tournoment headquarters befors days priorto the tonromanst,

fishing, 21 Contestants may fish with o guide on Lake Fork prior tothe duy before fish-
6. Eishing bours will be 6000 . to 330 pun. fofficin] clock ot digo-in stafion), ingthis TTB toumament.

190 FISHING from miduight till stort time. 12, Uhe of nloobolic beveragesor contralled drngs are probibited during tovrna-
7. Pishiing will be done oo Lake Fork onty (trailering allowed), ment hours. Prescription drog nse should be decheed af dgrin,

B, Contestonts mnst fish from o boat. NOHbeok fishing or leaving the boat to 23, Anyone who bos ever been disqualified for cheating or misconduct from amy
food afish, tonmament ixfnzligible tofch,

9, Life juckets must be worn any time their outhoard motor is ranning. 4. Any contestunt who violates any ruls may be disqualified. Anyoct of

10, Al stute, federnl, ond local s must be obeyed or contestant and fishmey  competitor, verbal or physical, that reflects uofavarsbly npon TTBG effort to
be disqualified. Mo slot fish may be brought to weigh-in. promaote fishing conservation, clean waters, courtesy or sfety shall be reasan
11 Noonemayhove more than five | 5) fishin their possession at ony fime, Ondy for disqualification from this and all futore TTE tournaments.

one (1) maybe 347 or greaten 25 Parent or guordian mnst eecompny contestunts under L years of nge.

12, Largemauth bass 17 to 167 or 247 orgreater in length may be welghed. No 26, All protests must be registered in writing vith the tonrnament judges within
fish under 177 or between 16" end 247 will be welighed for stote bnw limits ethe 15 minutes ofter designated welghrin time, Al decisions of the toumament
time ofthe fourmament), judges will be finalin all matters, Aryaoe protestiog the antcome of an open

tonmament will have to puy for any odditiona] palygraph test ghven.
Eﬂﬂ]mﬂtﬂﬁ:ﬁﬁdd buit by custing. (o tllng vith s 27, All boots are welcome to participate. An verated fvewell is recommended to

aid in fish survivel for live relense. Anglers monot leave boat o landn fish,
mgﬂﬁ:ﬁf . fffical clck ot igrin ) You mus be n the 23, All contestumts nre responsible to bove read these rulesand must agreeto

15, All ch runstbe broaghtto the scndesin weghein bag. abide by them (by signing thecntry form) while competingin this TTE evea,

29, Contestuuts will be subject to polygraph test, Foilure to take sndfor pess
m:ﬂ;:‘m i ill b veighed. e may be ol ONLY t id wuch o test will result in disquelihention,

17, Exch contestant will be responsible for welghing bis or her own fish, (No
pooling of fish), ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

18, Dead fish ot welghein willbe peaalized 172 (5) pound, All Ssh weighed jn F0F more fnformatlon or for information on joining Texas Tradla Bas-
meagters of Lake Fork visit ourwebsite worstexastrail shassmasters.com
biecome the praperty of TTB and will be released {with the exception of traphy i Vi :

Entry Application
Early Entry fee of $40 must accompany mafled entry and must be postmarked on or before Sept. 5, 2026 to Texas Tralls
Bassmasters, 538 PR 5861, Yantls, TX 75497, or you may pay $45 at tournament headquarters before starting time of

tournament. $10 extra for Big Bass (Optional). Print clearly. TTB USE ONLY
Name: Pnfry#
Emal;
Address; Entry Fee

Having readand understood sl the tournament rules, by my signabura I agree to scoept all decisions of the judges
final, by muy signature I wafve, releaseand hold harmlass all members, offictals and sponsors of any and all alledged Blg Bass
libilities to me or my equipment.
Contestants Signature

Minor’s Releasen Signed by

Cash_  Chk¥

The following items
are compiled from re-
cent Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department
law enforcement re-
ports.

--Working the River--
Five game wardens
patrolled a 26-mile
stretch of the Rio
Grande River by kayak
on a two-day trip. Their
goal was to gauge re-
source law compliance
on a stretch of river
that is usually very
difficult to access and
navigate by conven-
tional methods. The
wardens also gathered
intelligence on pos-
sible river-crossing ar-
eas, trails and commer-
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Game Warden Field Notes

cial and recreational
fishing gear used along
the river. The wardens
seized several illegal
drop lines and jug lines
along the way.

--Game Wardens
Respond to Possible
Overdose-- An Atas-
cosa County game
warden responded to
a call about a possible
overdose at a local ho-
tel. The warden and
a local police officer
were first on scene.
They saw a man out-
side a hotel room fran-
tically waving his arms
to signal them to come
over. The warden and
officer assessed the sit-
uation while EMS took

September

a female heroin-over-
dose patient to the hos-
pital. While inspecting
the room, the warden
found hidden heroin
and drug paraphernalia
that the male suspect
admitted to using. The
warden booked the
male into the Atascosa
County Jail for public
intoxication — heroin
and possession of drug
paraphernalia.
--Searching for Sunk-
en “Treasure”-- A
Taylor County game
warden discovered a
submerged vehicle in
a local lake using side-
scan sonar. Divers at-
tempted to recover the
(Continued on Page 24)

SiZZling September Crappie (Continued from Page 8)

Sometimes the big-
gest mistake can be
making your bait
move too quickly
through a school of
fish. So, this time
of year — try to hold
that bait as still as
you can, and don’t
forget to watch your
line because you can
actually see a bite be-
fore you feel it.

As the water even-
tually cools, crappie
will begin following
baitfish and transi-
tion toward fall lo-
cations. Until then
don’t miss out on
those doable Septem-

ber mornings. It may
still be hot, but the
crappie are biting and
fall is coming.

So don’t wait — get
your fall trip booked
and don’t miss out on
some of the best fish-
ing of the year. Also
don’t forget — its time
to renew your Tex-
as fishing licenses.
These are available
at Lake Fork Marina
along with all your
fishing needs.

You all be safe out
there — our water lev-
els are still dropping,
leaving stumps about
prop high where it

usually is safe to run.
So when in doubt —
just idle!

Blessings to you all
and to book a fall trip
you can reach me at
903-335-0941.
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By Sue Hampton

The end of summer
brings an end to vaca-
tion and a fresh start
to school and work.
It also brings one
more opportunity to
have an outdoor cel-
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‘Wrap’ Up the Summer With a Fabulous Labor Day Celebration

ebration — Labor Day
(Sept. 7)!

Observed annually
on the first Monday
in September, this
legal public holiday
is a popular time

for enjoying picnics
or backyard barbe-

WRAP UP A TERRIFIC SUMMER with a
fabulous, tasty dish of Taco Rico Wraps!!

cues with family and
friends.
With so many warm-

weather activities
still to accomplish,
everyone seems to

be rushed, especially
when it comes to pre-
paring a tasty Labor
Day dish to serve to

guests. This month,
make it “rice to the
rescue,” as Septem-

ber also marks Na-
tional Rice Month.
Versatile, nutritious
and easy to prepare,
rice makes a delicious
dish for any occasion.
So, why not wrap up
a great summer with a
fabulous and fun rice

dish — the following
recipe for Taco Rico
Wraps, is sure to be
tasty. Enjoy!

TACO RICO
WRAPS
(Makes 6 servings (3

tacos each)

1 pound lean ground
turkey or beef

1 — 16-ounce jar pre-
pared chunky salsa

3 cups cooked rice

I — 1l-ounce can
corn, drained

I cup (4 ounces)
shredded Monterey
Jack cheese

18 flour or corn torti-
llas, warmed

Brown turkey or beef

in large nonstick skil-
let over medium-high
heat; drain fat and
liquid, if necessary.
Stir in salsa, rice and
corn. Cook over me-
dium heat, covered,

"I've gone
fizhing thousands
of times
Inmy [Ife, and
| have never

onee felt unTush'f
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for five to 10 minutes
or until no liquid re-
mains. Spoon 1/3 cup
mixture into each tor-
tilla, top with about
1 tablespoon cheese.
Roll up; serve.

308

E Coke Rd

903-342-0300

Winnsboro, TX

At Our Location Bebween Broolsshires & MNMeDonald®™s

Custom Smoking For The Holidavs
Deer Processing (Seasonal)
Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage « E.E. Wilson Syrup * Honey = Ribbon
Cane = Sorgham = Moonshine Syrup

A Fresh Selection Just For You!

Dlspatch * Skln * Quarter
On Your Property.
Hang, Process, & Package
At Alexander Meat Market.
For Pricing Information
Call: Donnie 903-975-5849
or Caden 903-975-5890 *903-342-0300
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Game Warden Field NOteS (Continued from Page 22)

vehicle but had to stop their recovery efforts be-
cause of 35 mph winds. When recovery efforts
resumed, a wrecker service fished it out of the
water. The vehicle had been reported stolen out
of Abilene. The investigation is ongoing.
--Stuck in the Mud-- Val Verde County game
wardens patrolling the Rio Grande River en-
countered a Spanish goat stuck in deep mud
along the bank. It had apparently been there for
several days and was facing almost certain death
had the wardens not taken action. As goats are
prone to do, this one began to eat immediately
after the wardens freed it. One goat saved.
--Repeat, Repeat Offenders-- A Bowie Coun-
ty game warden observed a truck that he’d re-
ceived several complaints on and, recognizing
the driver from prior contacts, knew that he did
not have a valid driver’s license and made a traf-
fic stop. The driver admitted to driving while
license suspended, but also appeared extremely

September

nervous. When asked if there was anything il-
legal in vehicle, the driver replied “It’s not my
truck” and told the warden he’d have to ask the
owner, his dad, who was sitting in the passenger
seat with a large pitbull in his lap. The passen-
ger consented to a search of the vehicle and the
warden discovered a meth pipe in the ashtray
and a pistol hidden in the seat. Both suspects
were convicted felons multiple times over and
although neither claimed the pistol nor the meth
pipe, both were arrested and transported to Bow-
ie County Jail. Once at the jail, staff conducted
another search and found meth, marijuana and
another meth pipe in the dad’s underwear. Both
suspects were booked for multiple violations.
Information gained during the stop resulted in
another agency conducting a traffic stop and
making two more drug related arrests.

--Snapping Turtle Photos Snap Back-- Infor-
mation on a subject who had captured an alli-

gator snapping turtle and posted pictures of the
protected reptile on Facebook sparked an inves-
tigation that resulted in the recovery of several
items of drug paraphernalia and items that had
been used to catch the turtle. Game wardens also
discovered evidence that one of the subjects at
the residence had been fishing illegally. The war-
dens determined that the turtle had already been
released near Lake Wright Patman. Several ci-
tations and warnings for the violations that had
been committed were issued. Cases pending.

--Unable to Net Culprits, This Time-- While
hiking up stream between Lake Worth and Eagle
Mountain Lake, a Tarrant County game warden
stopped at an old fishing camp known as Vance’s
Camp, which hasn’t been used for years. While
inspecting the area the warden noticed a lot of
nets laying around with no one in the area. As he
investigated further, he found the first of three

(Continued on Next Page)
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illegal hoop nets. The first net was near the bank
brushed up in high weeds. As the warden con-
tinued to search the area, he came across an old
rope buried in high weeds leading into the creek.
When the warden pulled the rope up, he found
two more hoop nets. He gathered the illegal
equipment and waited for quite some time for
signs of anyone who may have been monitoring
the nets, but no one ever came. The investigation
is ongoing.

--Using Their Noodle-- A pair of East Texas
game wardens working a catfish noodling tour-
nament weigh in observed a team with three
large catfish; one with multiple scars. After in-
terviewing the three team members, wardens ob-
tained confessions the fish were caught using il-
legal means and went to Lake Tawakoni to seize
evidence, where they located one large snag pole
and two turning sticks. Subjects were filed on for
catching fish with illegal means and methods.
--Rocks and Rolled-- A Tyler County game
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warden was patrolling near Steinhagen Lake
when he observed two men operating an ATV
on a public roadway. The warden pulled the
subjects over and asked them where they were
headed. The driver said they were getting rock
for a driveway. While interviewing the subjects,
the warden observed two black camera cases
linked together on the back of the ATV near the
passenger. Due to the ATV passenger’s nervous
reactions, the warden requested to look in the
cases and discovered two syringes and what ap-
peared to be a marijuana joint. After placing the
subjects in handcuffs for officer safety the war-
den called a Martin Dies State park police officer
for assistance. A field test was done on a sample
of the syringe contents and a positive result was
received for methamphetamine. The passenger
was arrested and booked in the Tyler County Jail
for possession of a controlled substance. An ad-
ditional charge of possession of marijuana was
also filed. The ATV operator was cited for oper-
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ating an ATV on a public roadway.

--A Big Mouth Bass-- A Freestone County Game
Warden observed a group of men at Fairfield
Lake scaling tilapia at a fish cleaning table. As
the warden was talking to the men, he observed a
largemouth bass on a stringer with several tilapia
and asked if they caught all of the fish in a cast
net, to which one replied “yes” and stated he had
caught all of the fish. When informed that bass
could not legally be taken with a net, he stated he
did not know and it was his first time. The war-
den looked around and found three more freshly
caught bass shoved under a concrete ledge on the
cleaning table. The warden questioned the man
about those and he admitted the bass were his.
After checking the man for priors through the de-
partment, it was discovered that he had been filed
on multiple times for similar violations. Case
pending.
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ment are needed to support the High Schoo
Fishing Tackle Program sponsored by Lake
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22nd Annual Legend of Lake Fork

it

All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome
$2 O O 9 O O O In Cash & Prizes Benefiting “The Wish To Fish Foundation”

Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764

HouRLY PAY-OuTS
GRAND PRIZES INCLUDE:

;ST N gggg $30,000 FOR THE HEAVIEST BASS OVER THE SLOT BONUS T-SHIRT
3ND $400 $20,000 For THE HEAVIEST UNDER THT SLOT, $15,000 Hour EVERY
4RD $300 EARLY INCENTIVE DRAW (EARLY ENTRIES ONLY BEFORE HoUR OF THE
o APRIL 30,2027. MusT BE PRESENT To WIN) OO TRTE
StH ~ $275
6TH ~ $250 TFORODS
1~ $235  FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: JEReAsRs
s~ S5 903-360-6993 OR 903-360-6994 AT
10TH ~ $210 EMAIL: TOURNAMENT

1srour $100 G¢  FISHNEWSLAKEFORK@GMAIL.COM S AGE
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All contestants to u erk
Baits exclusively

ol

Skeeter Boats

20 PLACES = — . will be awarded

ZX-200 for

GUARANTEED First 1000 entries M largest over

EVERY HOUR receive Free Berkley K 33V ki W erpe

package

=" largest under

Guaranteed Regardless of Entries

1st Place.....$1000
2nd Place
3rd Place
4th Place
5th Place
6th Place
7th Place
8th Place
9th Place
1 Oth P Iace_ = _$200 (bring an empty package from any Berkley bait to enter)
11th-15th Place When: October 17th & 18th, 2026
Abu Garcia Reel Entiy Fee$:2%106%329d233s(
: Registration: Lake Fork Marina

16th-20th “~~ Registration Times:

; Friday Oct. 16th From 11 to 7 PM
AbUGarcvla R_?d Oct. 17th & 18th from 5:00-7:00 AM

e *Above entry fees include $10 cash/check discount
Checks are not accepted on-site.

For additional info and rules www.basschamps.com or call 817-439-3274

Winners are responsible for taxes, titles, and license fees. Boats pictured may be different than actual prize boats. Exact weight bonus cash is paid to the first
angler to weigh in the exact even weight fish only. Fish must be caught using a ABU GARCIA REEL or ROD.

September

basschamps.co




