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Jake Norman, TPWD Marine Biologist assigned to Lake Fork, and his 
crew recently inserted telemetry devices into bass on Lake Fork for a 
study tracking bass movements.  (Courtesy Photo TPWD)

Study Tracking Bass Movements on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton

  Jake Norman is one 
of the most prominent 
fisheries biologists in 
Texas. He has set his 

sights on uncover-
ing the movements of 
bass on Lake Fork.
  From early childhood 
as a fisherman his 
dream was to really 

delve into the biology 
of bass. He attained 
this goal by first get-
ting a bachelor’s de-

Camp Bass on Lake Fork

Caleb Karr took top honor of Angler of the Year at Camp Bass when he 
landed this hawg weighing 9.4-lbs fishing with guide Rick Carter. C.P.R.
Don Hampton

  Camp Bass was held 
on Lake Fork July 20 
through July 24 and 
hosted out of Lake Fork 
Marina.
  There were 42 junior 

anglers participating this 
year, representing six 
states. CampBass offers 
a variety of classes to its 
Jr Anglers such as:    Rod 
Building Advance Elec-
tronics Class, Bait Manu-
facturing, Lure Making, 

and much more! A vari-
ety of Lake Fork guides 
donate their time to this 
great cause as Lake Fork 
Marina and Lake Fork 
Sportsmans’s Associa-
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Doggie Play Areas - Golf Practice Area
Want a Wonderful World?? Live Like Christians!!

Yes, It’s That Easy! Try It!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork - Big 12’x 65’ RV Pads

2 Miles of Shaded Walking or Jogging Trails
Through the Woods on These Scenic Trails

Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity,
Security Gate, Paved Roads & Street Lights

Have Fun on Your Electric Golf Carts
Enjoy Looking at Many Deer and Other Wildlife
Relax at Pavilion With Friends- Fish Off Our Pier

Owned By Christian American
Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!!

“WE ARE THE BEST!!”

 RV     LOTS         FOR            LEASE 

Beautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic
Pleasure

Relax at Pavilion With Friends
Fish Off Our Pier 

Concrete Boat Ramp

Caney Point RV Resort
Call Roger For Info #903-524-5311

Now Leasing ~ Big Waterfront Lots
Kiddie Water Park Right Across Road!

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge
that crosses Lake Fork. $100 Discount 1st Year Lease

Walking Trails Golf Practice
Area

Debbie Craig was fishing Lake Fork with 
guide Whitt Smith when she caught this nice 
bass. C.P.R.

Chad Callum was fishing Lake Fork with 
guide Whitt Smith when he caught this nice 
bass. C.P.R.

Mike McWhorter caught this nice bass while 
fishing Lake Fork out of a Bullet Boat. Great 
catch. C.P.R.



boat payment would 
help anyone’s fishing 
abilities improve. After 
all, an angler can only 
pitch and cast until per-
fection is reached or else 
they have gained the 
height of their limita-
tions. Some anglers get 
precise with hitting their 
target, they’d put a ma-
jor league pitcher with a 
“No Hitter” to shame. 
  Another aspect of this 
equation is the move-
ment of the lure. An 
angler can only move, 
shake, twitch, and twist 
their presentation so 
much. Then how do you 
explain dead-sticking, 
or the stories about the 
angler that cast out, 
was getting a drink or 
lighting a cigarette and 
caught the biggest bass 
of their life?
  This is where Bubba’s 
definition of fishing 
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would come in. If any-
one ever had the cour-
age to interview him on 
fishing he would say, 
“Fishing is luck, reli-
gion, and practice, and 
not necessarily in that 
order!”
  Bubba believes there 
is a lot of religion in 
fishing. He’ll start his 
day off with a prayer of 
thankfulness for all he 
is blessed with and the 
beauty of nature for him 
to enjoy, and pray for the 
fish to bite. When the 
fish aren’t biting he’ll 
pray more than a circuit 
preacher at a revival 
meeting. Then when he 
catches one, his favorite 
prayer is, “Thank You 
Lord, May I Have An-
other One?” Bubba be-
lieves there are a lot of 
prayers conducted in all 
bass boats, not just his.
  Bubba’s belief in the 

fishnewslakefork@gmail.com

why I carry this card 
and 40,000 other things 
in my boat! Cause you 
never know when you’ll 
need more stuff!” With 
his luck he’ll probably 
do it some day!
  Bubba also believes 
that practice makes per-
fect! This is really a ben-
efit to himself the most. 
To acquire the proper 
talent and techniques 
of fishing a lot of prac-
tice is required. This 
requires Bubba to do a 
lot of fishing when Bub-
bette will let him and 
when he doesn’t have 
to work to make boat 
payments and buy stuff. 
Somewhere down the 
line it has changed from, 
“Honey can I go fish-

luck factor of fishing is 
almost borderline super-
stition. He has his lucky 
shirt, his lucky rod, his 
lucky shoes, his lucky 
socks, and his lucky 
underwear. As a matter 
of fact anything Bubba 
was using, wearing, or 
had in the boat when 
he caught a big fish is 
a new lucky token, and 
like an American Ex-
press Card, he won’t 
leave home without it. 
It would not surprise me 
at all that if Bubba ever 
catches a “State Re-
cord” we will probably 
see him on television. 
Can’t you just picture 
it coming on your TV, 
“Hi I’m Bubba, You 
don’t know me, that’s 

ing?” to “Honey I need 
to go practice!” I don’t 
know how this sounds 
to Bubbette but to me it 
sounds more like piano 
lessons than fishing. 
But, it seems to work for 
Bubba and like he says, 
“Why change your line 
if it ain’t frayed?”
  
  So, while some an-
glers are taking Fishing 
101 and learning about 
the advantages of rising 
and falling barometric 
pressures and migrato-
ry patterns of our scaly 
friends, Bubba will be 
playing hooky, hooky, 
hooky on the lake. He’ll 
be out there practicing 
fishing, praying, and 
hopefully being lucky!

By: Don J. Hampton
 
  When you listen to the 
professional anglers do-
ing interviews, they all 
have a different defini-
tion for the success of 
fishing.
  Some will say it is sci-
entific, while others ac-
credit it to the study of 
marine biology. If this 
is truly the case, Bubba 
is going to be playing 
some “hooky” from 
those classes. Even in 
school he was never 
good at science class. 
When it came to dissect-
ing a frog Bubba always 
thought of it as cut-bait. 
When he finally passed 
biology class it was 
with a C, but only after 
a “C ya next year” to the 
teacher!
  Bubba believes having 
free stuff and not having 
to worry about your next 

If Fishing Involved a Classroom, Bubba Would Be Playing Hooky On The Lake!



    Page 4               “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”           August
Study Tracking Bass Movements on Lake Fork (Continued from Page 1)

gree in fisheries and wildlife at the University 
of Missouri. Then he attended Southern Illi-
nois University to obtain a master’s degree in 
zoology, specializing in fisheries science and 
management.

  His dream continues with the study of bass 
movement on our great reservoir.  As soon as 
the bass is in the boat, the surgeons drop their 
rod and reels to pick up scalpels and stitches. 
Carefully and quickly as possible, they cradle 
the bass, place it under electro anesthesia with 
a low voltage current, pump oxygen rich wa-
ter over its gills and set to work implanting a 
telemetry device into its stomach. For TPWD 
fisheries biologists it’s a critical step toward 
research.
  In a very short time the bass is released back 
into our lake. Repeated several times, the pro-
cedure helps create a data set for researchers 
with the state  fish and wildlife agency to study. 
The goal is to better understand how fishing 
patterns affect fish movement within this East 
Texas Reservoir.
  Do bass change behavior because of fish-
ing pressure? For two years, biologists have 

played the part of surgeons on one of the pre-
mier lakes in America. At the head of the op-
eration room, Jake Norman, a lifelong bass 
angler with a thirst for knowledge, has been 
calling the shots.
  “The whole project was based on angler con-
cerns,” said Mr. Norman, the project lead. “We 
did it because anglers were telling us the fish-
ing wasn’t as good as it should have been. We 
went out with the mindset of trying to look at 
these fish in crazy, heavily pressured systems 
and learn if they have adapted to avoid angling 
in general.”
  Rumors have never been more widespread in 
the world of bass fishing as in the present. If 
an angler has a bad day on their trip, word is 
it’s not their fault it is the lake and the pressure 
on the lake. While anyone can make a post or 
spread rumors to cover their inept ability on a 
certain trip, it’s still up to biologists to actually 
manage public fisheries and use science to cut 
through the chatter with irrefutable facts.Telemetry device inserted into bass to study 

tracking and behavior.
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Papa T’s
BBQ

“Two Locations to Tantalize Your Taste Buds!”
Brisket * Pulled Pork * Chicken

Sandwiches * Plates * Loaded Bake Potato
Brisket Tacos * Banana Pudding * More

BYOB                         Catoring!                  BYOB

Alba Location
151 E. Quitman St.

903-765-9016

Mineola Location
417 S. Pacific St.

903-569-7781

  On Lake Fork, common theory around a per-
ceived drop in the quality of bass fishing has 
been feeding rumors for the past several years. 
 For the fifth year in a row, several Texas cities 
ranked in the top ten globally during the City 
Nature Challenge (CNC), one of the world’s 
largest community science events.
 Globally, the 107,906 participants of the 2026 
CNC recorded more than 2,880,111 observa-
tions with 75,155 species documented, includ-
ing 5,628 rare, endangered or threatened spe-
cies. The CNC had participants from 747 cities 
in 62 countries and six continents. All of these 
categories saw increased numbers from the 
2025 CNC.

 Fourteen Texas metropolitan areas partici-
pated in the challenge and logged a whopping 
322,416 observations.   Participants recorded 
more than 9,500 different species with more 
than 176 of those being Species of Great-
est Conservation Need, including the Texas 
horned lizard, zone tailed hawk, tricolored bat, 
and Texas tortoise.
  Four Texas urban areas ranked in the top 15 
globally for number of observations, and Texas 
as a whole accounted for 11 percent of global 
observations.
  The San Antonio Metro Area ranked second 
in both the number of observations and species 
observed, and first in number of observers, 

and the Dallas/Fort Worth Area ranked third in 
number of observations and third in number of 
species observed.
 CNC is a global community-based scientific 
effort, co-organized by San Francisco’s Cali-
fornia Academy of Sciences and the Natural 
History Museum of Los Angeles County. It in-
vites current and aspiring citizen scientists of 
all ages and backgrounds to observe and sub-
mit pictures of wild plants, animals and fungi 
using the free iNaturalist mobile app.
  TPWD’s Texas Nature Trackers program sup-
ports the CNC in Texas.
 Visit the City Nature Challenge online to find 
links to Texas projects and learn more about 
the global project on the website.

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17

South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,

New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel • RV Park • Guide Serves • Boat Ramp

Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online www.gofishfork.com

903-474-7479

Nearly 180 Species of Greatest Conservation Need Noted by Texans During City Nature Challenge
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Answers on Page 21 (See The Neko Rig..
      Continued on Page 21)

Open Mon. ~ Sat. 5 A.M. ~ 9 P.M.
Sunday 5 A.M. ~ 2 P.M.

Jamie’s Restaurant
271 CR 1558 * Alba, TX., 903-765-2087

Located at Lake Fork Marina
New Owner * New Attitude
Great Service * Great Food
Breakfast Served Until

11A.M. Daily

Daily Lunch Specials
Large Menu Selection
Sandwiches * Burgers

Fish * Steaks
& Much More!!

My,
Oh My,

The 
Pie!!

Salad Bar

“The Neko Rig”
By Whitt Smith

  The Neko Rig, another bass fishing technique 
that originated in Japan, is an amazing tool to 
catch Bass in tough conditions!
  It’s a technique, most often utilizing a straight 
tail worm, that competes and often outshines a 

Shakey Head worm. It also allows you to fish 
faster than a Wacky Rig, if you want to/ need 
to cover more water. Usually a 5-7” straight tail 
worm is used.
  On Lake Fork, I prefer to use a straight shank 
hook that is made for Neko Rigs and has a weed/ 
brush guard. Not only is this due to the fact that 
Lake Fork has many things to snag your hook, 
but I find that the Neko Rig really excels when 
Bass are holding tight to wood cover, grass or 
the edges of it and are not in the chasing mood. 
This can be due to high barometric or angling 
pressure.
  You can utilize O-rings, commonly used to 
Wacky Rig or specially designed bands to slip 
over the worm to aid in holding the hook. You 
can also just directly attach the hook to the worm 
with neither ring or band. The key is always at-
taching the hook to the side of the worm so the 
hook point is on the tail side of the worm and the 

fat end of worm is on the shank of the hook side. 
This ensures you’ll hook the Bass in the top lip 
or roof of the mouth and increase hook-up and 
landing ratios.
  To weight the worm, insert a nail or screw-in 
type weight into the head of the worm. You can 
add a dab of super glue gel to the nail weights 
to save them from being shaken out when Bass 

head shake.
  Place the band or o-
ring, hook to the worm 
about a third to half-
way up the worm from 
the head or fat end.
  Of course, just adjust 
your weight size to the 
depth of water you’re 
fishing and the weight 
of the plastic worm 
you’re using.
  A lightly weighted 
Neko rig can be pitched 
to and in some vegeta-
tion without bogging 
down like a Shakey 
Head would, but still 
offering the stand up 
worm profile that trig-
gers bites in tough con-
ditions.
  The Neko Rig is fan-
tastic blind casted to 
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 (See Texas Game Wardens.........Continued on Page 12)

Dispatch * Skin * Quarter
On Your Property.

Hang, Process, & Package
At Alexander Meat Market.

For Pricing Information
Call: Donnie 903-975-5849 

or Caden 903-975-5890 *903-342-0300

Texas Game Wardens Remove 62 Impaired Operators, Report No Boating Fatalities Fourth of July
  Texas Game Wardens maintained a strong pres-
ence on lakes, rivers and coastal waters across 
Texas during the Fourth of July holiday weekend. 
They contacted more than 10,800 vessels while 
participating in Operation Dry Water, a nation-
wide campaign focused on reducing the number 
of alcohol- and drug- related incidents and fatali-
ties through awareness and enforcement of boat-
ing under the influence on the state’s waterways.
 Between July 3-5, 417 game wardens contacted 
10,817 vessels, issued 1,466 citations and 1,974 
warnings for various boating safety violations, 
filed 62 boating while intoxicated (BWI) charges 
and four driving while intoxicated (DWI) charg-
es. Wardens also made 20 additional arrests for 
various other offenses.
  The 62 BWI charges represent the highest num-
ber filed by Texas Game Wardens during the 
Fourth of July holiday weekend since 2019.

  Despite responding to 25 boating incidents over 
the weekend, game wardens did not receive any 
reports of boating-related fatalities, although nu-
merous incidents involved serious bodily injury. 
There were also two open-water drownings; one 
at Lake Hawkins in Wood County and one at 
Lake Palo Pinto in Palo Pinto County along with 
numerous calls for boating assistance statewide.
 “Thousands of Texans and visitors safely en-
joyed time on the water this holiday weekend, 
and we’re grateful the majority of boaters made 
responsible decisions by wearing life jackets, 
avoiding alcohol and watching out for each 
other,” said Col. Ron VanderRoest, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department (TPWD) Law Enforce-
ment Division director. “At the same time, the 
two lives lost are a sad reminder of how quickly 
tragedy can strike and the importance of remain-
ing vigilant.”

  In addition to boating safety enforcement, game 
wardens responded to numerous significant in-
cidents, including several vessel collisions, a 
reported hit-and-run involving a personal water-
craft, medical emergencies, arrests for posses-
sion of controlled substances, multiple suspected 
human trafficking cases discovered during calls 
for service and proactive enforcement, and the 
rescue of a kayaker who had been in the water 
for approximately three hours without a life jack-
et after capsizing.
  Boating safety education was a priority through-
out the weekend. Through TPWD’s Adopt-A-
Ramp program, our invaluable volunteers made 
393 contacts with boaters at Joe Pool Lake, Lake 
Lavon and Lake Bastrop, sharing information 
about boating laws, life jacket use and safe boat-
ing practices before people launched.
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“The Moon Report”

Forks August Crappie Fishing
By Terri Moon

  When August rolls 
around on Lake Fork 
the thermometer climbs 
past 100 degrees. Many 
anglers decide it’s sim-
ply too hot to fish. But, 
for those willing to 
brave the Texas heat, 
some outstanding crap-
pie fishing is still hap-
pening. The biggest 
key to success is under-
standing that the fish 
haven’t disappeared 
– they’ve simply gone 
deeper. As the surface 
water heats up, crap-
pie gather around brush 
piles, standing timber, 
and creek channels in 
18 to 30 ft. of water 
where temperatures are 
more stable and baitfish 
are plentiful. The first 
few hours of daylight 
often produce the fast-
est action before the 
sun bears down.   
  Once the heat settles 
in, slowing your pre-
sentation becomes crit-
ical. Whether you’re 
dropping live minnows 
or easing a small hand-
tied jig through deep 
brush, patience will 
usually outfish speed. 
On Lake Fork, brush 
piles in the deeper areas 
of the lake continue to 
hold schools of crap-
pie throughout the hot-
test part of the summer.

  Electronics have  become one of the greatest 
tools an angler can own. Instead of fishing empty 
water, modern sonar allows you to locate brush, 
identify schools of fish, and present your bait right 
where the crappie are holding. In August, preci-
sion makes all the difference.
  Of course, the fish aren’t the only thing affected 
by the triple-digit temperatures. Staying hydrated, 
wearing lightweight sun protective clothing, and 
knowing when to head back to the dock are just 
as important as choosing the right bait. No limit of 
crappie is worth risking your health in the Texas 
heat.
  August may test an anglers endurance, but it also 
rewards persistence. While many boats stay on the 
trailer waiting for cooler weather, those who adapt 
to the conditions often enjoy some of the most 
consistent summertime crappie fishing of the year. 
  The “dog days” of summer don’t signal the end 
of the season – they simply remind us that the best 
catches often belong to the anglers willing to work 
a little harder. On Lake Fork, even when it’s 100 
degrees outside, the crappie are still biting.
  The heat can be brutal, but August can still pro-
duce some outstanding fishing. While others are 
waiting for cooler weather, we’re out there en-
joying another day on the greatest crappie lake in 
Texas.
  Now for those of you who still wait for cooler 

(See The Moon Report....Continued on Page 22)
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    Whitt            Smith
                         Guide 
                          Service

972-743-2046
www.lakeforkbigbass.com

The Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass
Tournament website is 

www.legendsoflakefork.com

Camp Bass on Lake Fork (Continued from Page 1)

tion also does. (See More 
Photos on Page 15)
What Is Camp Bass?

  Their goal is to help de-
velop future leadership 
in the fishing industry, 
in hopes that one day 
they will give back to 
the youth. Selected youth 
from all over the nation 
come together at the end 
of July to fish on the Pre-
mier Large Mouth Tro-
phy Lake in the country, 
Lake Fork. Not only do 
they get to fish Lake Fork 
but they get to do it with 
the professional fishing 
guides of Lake Fork. The 
professional guides do-
nate their time and skills 
to teach these Jr. Anglers.
  Camp Bass ends with a 
banquet. The parents, Jr. 
Anglers and guides get to 
eat great barbecue and en-

joy the awards ceremony. 
They share in fond mem-
ories created during the 
week. They have awards 
from the Anti-Lunker to 
Camp Bass Angler of the 
Year. Their most prized 
award which is sought af-
ter all week is presented 
by Lake Fork Taxidermy. 
The largest bass over 24” 
receives a beautiful rep-
lica of their bass.
  The future looks bright 
for Camp Bass. Each 
year gets better and bet-
ter. They have many 
thanks to give to many 
people. The community 
of Lake Fork has been 
great to them. Ken and 
Dana Donahue of Lake 
Fork Marina and Motel 
have selflessly opened 
their doors to them. They 
could not imagine a bet-

ter place with better ac-
commodations for them 
to hold Camp Bass. Also 
they would like to thank 
the guides of Lake Fork. 
For it is these great guides 
who have helped cre-
ate Camp Bass. All have 
spent the extra time to 
make recommendations 
to improve the experi-
ence for the youth and 
help make them become 
the best in the nation. If 
you would like to be in-
volved with Camp Bass 
or would like more in-
formation you can con-
tact them at campbass@
gmail.com
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FAST • FRIENDLY• SPEEDY • REPAIRS & SERVICE
“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”

New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort • Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner

903-474-3195

(Continued on Next Page)

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
   129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420
     ~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber 
      * Samantha * Reygan

A Salon For The
Whole Family!

Danny Holder
Lake Fork Guide Service
Licensed Professional Guide

Offering:
Full/Half Day Trips 

Individual or Corporate 
Trips

Bass * Crappie * Catfish

903-638-3913

25 Years in Business
Locally Owned

Specializing in Leak Repairs
All Coatings

Free Estimates

TK ROOFING REPAIR & COATING SYSTEMS

Tim Lambert @ 214-395-1100
email: tim.lambert63@verizon.net

  Hunters have an exciting lineup of opportu-
nities and a chance to experience the beautiful 
scenery of Texas through Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department’s (TPWD) drawn hunt permits 
program.
  The drawn hunts program issues permits to 
hunters for drawn hunts on both public and pri-
vate lands throughout Texas. Applications are 

now being accepted for a shot at nearly 9,800 
permits in more than 60 high-quality hunt cat-
egories.
  “It is an affordable way to get to hunt, but more 
importantly, the offerings in the public hunt draw 
system allow you to potentially hunt one end of 
Texas to the other for potentially every species 
Texas has to offer!” said Kelly Edmiston, TPWD 

public hunting coordi-
nator. “From the Pan-
handle to South Texas, 
to the Trans-Pecos and 
the Pineywoods, you 
could be selected for a 
hunting spot at a state 
park, wildlife manage-
ment area, national 
wildlife refuge or pri-

vate property. Variety is the key and the opportu-
nity is there.”
  Hunts for white-tailed and mule deer, pronghorn, 
turkey, alligator and dove, plus guided packages 
for exotic species and bighorn sheep are a few 
of the hunts available through the Texas public 
drawn hunt system. Last year, more than 500,000 
applications were submitted to TPWD.
  Thanks to 154 hunts across 55 state parks, hunt-
ers will also have the chance to explore Texas 
State Parks. Public hunting opportunities at State 
Parks have increased for the 2026-27 season 
compared to last year, with a 20 percent increase 
over the past five years.
  Key additions for the 2026-27 season include a 
mentored dove hunt at Lake Corpus Christi State 
Park along with deer and exotic game hunts at 

TPWD Accepting Drawn Hunt Permit Applications for 2026-27 Season
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“Established In
1996”

newly acquired Bear Creek and Silver Lake State 
Parks. Other recently acquired state parks prop-
erties providing public hunts include Post Oak 
Ridge and Caprock Canyons State Parks, along 
with Enchanted Rock and Honey Creek State 
Natural Area.
 Application deadlines are the 1st and 15th of 
each month between Aug. 1 and Nov. 1. For ex-
ample, applications for all alligator hunt catego-
ries and private land dove hunts are due Aug. 1, 
while deadlines for archery deer, archery mule 
deer, pronghorn, private land pronghorn and ja-
velina are Aug. 15.
 Application fees range from free to $3 to $10, 
depending on the hunt category. If selected, adult 
hunters may need to pay a special permit fee of 
$80 for regular hunts or $130 for extended hunts. 
Categories such as youth-only hunts and speci-

fied others do not require application or permit 
fees. Permits are open to residents and non-resi-
dent hunters alike.
 To apply for e-Postcard hunts and U.S. For-
est Service antlerless deer permits, applicants 
must have a current Annual Public Hunt Permit 
(APH). APH permits go on sale annually on Aug. 
15. Last year, 60,713 APH permits were sold, 
generating approximately $2.8 million in reve-
nue for wildlife conservation and public hunting 
opportunities.
 The Drawn Hunts Catalog interactive map shows 
all drawn hunt opportunities by category or by 
area. All applications, fee payments and permit 
issuance are handled electronically. All appli-
cants will need internet access, an email address 
and a credit or debit card to participate. The most 
effective way to access the system is through the 

customer ID number from the applicant’s hunt-
ing or fishing license.
 Visit the drawn hunt website for a full list of cat-
egory deadlines. Hunters can apply until 11:59 
p.m. CST on the application deadline. Applicants 
can check their drawing status online at any time.
 For more information or to start the application 
process, visit TPWD Drawn Hunts. For ques-
tions, contact hunt@tpwd.texas.gov or call (512) 
389-4505 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday-
Friday.
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 As part of the out-
reach effort, TPWD 
also hosted a Fill the 
Boat life jacket dona-
tion event at Cedar Hill 
State Park. The event 
collected 23 adult life 
jackets, three youth 
and infant life jackets 
and three canine life 
jackets. Once inspect-
ed, the donated life 
jackets will be distrib-
uted to area life jacket 
loaner stations to help 
make safety equipment 
more accessible to the 
public.
 “Texas Game War-
dens did exactly what 
Operation Dry Water 

is designed to do by 
identifying and remov-
ing impaired operators 
before someone gets 
hurt,” said Vander-
Roest. “While we’re 
proud of the work war-
dens accomplished, the 
safest holiday weekend 
is one where everyone 
chooses to avoid alco-
hol and drugs on the 
water.”
 Texas Game Wardens 
will continue proactive 
boating safety patrols, 
education efforts and 
outreach throughout 
the summer, encour-
aging everyone on the 
water to wear a prop-

erly fitted life jacket, 
designate a sober op-
erator, monitor chang-
ing weather conditions 
and complete boater 
education.
  More information 
about boating safety, 
boating laws and boat-
er education require-
ments is available at 
https://tpwd.texas.gov/
fishboat/boat/.
 
  Watch our commu-
nication channels for 
future opportunities to 
help us Fill the Boat. A 
life jacket you donate 
could be the one that 
saves someone’s life.

Texas Game Wardens Remove 62 Impaired (Continued from Page 7)
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BKON OUTDOORS AND APPAREL

Large inventory of Fishing Lures & Tackle
Kayaks * Hunting Supplies and Apparel

Visit us on Facebook
BKON Outdoors and Apparel

1058 N Pacific St. ~ Mineola, TX 75773

903-307-9993

Man Recovered Following Search at Benbrook Lake
  Freddy Ferrer 
Bracamonte,  62, 
of  Fort  Worth,  was 
recovered from 
Benbrook Lake 
short ly  af ter  9:30 
a .m.  Monday,  July 
13.
  Around 6 p.m. 
Sunday,  July 12, 
Texas Game War-
dens in  Tarrant 
County responded 
to  a  report  of  a 
possible  water-re-
la ted fatal i ty  af ter 

witnesses  reported 
a  man went  under-
water  in  a  desig-
nated swimming 
area near  Mustang 
Park and did not 
resurface.
 Game wardens, 
a long with person-
nel  f rom the U.S. 
Army Corps of  En -
gineers  searched 
the area Sunday 
evening before 
suspending opera -
t ions overnight . 

Search effor ts  re-
sumed Monday 
morning with as-
sis tance from Tar-
rant  County Fire 
and Fort  Worth 
Fire  Department 
and Dive Team.
 Our thoughts  and 
prayers  are  with 
Mr.  Ferrer ’s  fami -
ly  and fr iends dur-
ing this  diff icul t 
t ime.
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~ Since 1984 ~

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2027 iKon, Bullet, 
Skeeter, Falcon, Xpress, Veranda or a quality used boat!

Arbala

Sulphur SpringsN

E

S

W

H
W
Y

1
5
4

FM 1567 W.# 290

CERTIFIED MECHANICS
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES 

& MODELS

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ask About Our Service Specials
903-383-7726  Toll Free 866-920-8331

OPEN TUES.  ~  SAT.
AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES:  
AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR:  GARMIN * HUMMINBIRD  * MINNKOTA

290 FM 1567 WEST

~ Since 1984 ~
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Gracie Teetz from Texas during Camp Bass.

Sofia Hart from Illinous during Camp Bass.

Emory Reynolds from Wylie, Texas during 
Camp Bass.
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Todd Pilcik Named James “Randy” Fugate Memorial Wildlife Division Professional of the Year
  The 2026 recipient of the James “Randy” Fugate 
Memorial Wildlife Division Professional of the 
Year award is Todd Pilcik, a district wildlife biolo-
gist in southeast Texas.
  The award was established in 2021 to honor a 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
Wildlife Division staff member who exemplifies a 
positive attitude in all aspects of their work, deliv-
ers exceptional customer service, builds trusting 
relationships and consistently exceeds expectations 
in advancing the agency’s mission.
  Pilcik has been a part of the Wildlife Division since 
1994 where he worked with the phone bank and 
Migratory Program at TPWD headquarters in Aus-
tin until 1997. He then transferred to San Marcos 
as a technician with the White-wing Dove program 
and in 2000, accepted a biologist position covering 
Lampasas, Coryell and Bell Counties as a natural 
resource specialist. Pilcik served in this position for 

nearly two years before transferring to Matagorda, 
Brazoria and southern Jackson Counties. He con-
tinues to work in those counties today conducting 
wildlife surveys and assisting private landowners 
with emphasis on wildlife management.
 “Todd always has a positive attitude and loves his 
job,” said Alan Cain, TPWD Wildlife Division Di-
rector. “Like Randy Fugate, Todd maintains a light-
hearted attitude, always has a smile on his face, and 
is always willing to assist staff when and where 
needed.”
 Pilcik’s 30 years with the Department lends a hand 
to historical knowledge and a wealth of hands-on 
experience. He has provided and continues to pro-
vide mentorship to staff as they begin their careers 
at TPWD. He has been a mainstay in helping with 
prescribed fires on TPWD Wildlife Management 
Areas as well as carrying out public hunts and pro-
viding expert wildlife technical guidance to private 

landowners.
 “Todd makes the priorities of his co-workers and 
constituents his own,” said Cain. “He goes the ex-
tra mile to make staff feel welcomed and to get to 
know his constituents on a personal level. Todd is 
trusted by staff and constituents alike because they 
know he cares.”
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”

For the past 26 years Lake Fork Sportsman’s 
Association has been Preserving the Legend 
that is Lake Fork with their Live Release 
Boat at tournaments releasing catches back 
healthy in the lake, planting new grasses, and 
establishing fish habitat.

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

Jamie’s Restaurant off Hwy. 17N

By Don Hampton
             LFSA President

   It was a very interest-
ing July for the Lake Fork 
Sportsman’s Association. 
Even hot weather cannot 
detour this great Asso-
ciation to accomplish their 
ongoing goal to Protect, 
Preserve, and Promote 
our Premier area of  Lake 
Fork.
  This past month our High 
School Fishing and Tackle 
committee headed up by 
Ken West and volunteers 
began the arduous task 
of relining reels, selecting 
the reels to go on rods and 
getting all the tackle sepa-

rated and divided up to 
present to different High 
Schools in our area. This 
great project helps a youth 
that may not be able to 
get on a high school fish-
ing team because of cost 
of equipment the oppor-
tunity. This program sup-
plies them with rod and 
reels, lures and fishing 
equipment. When I began 
fishing it was with a Ze-
bco 202. Telling my age 
you could buy that combo 
for less than $4.00. Those 
days are past and gone!
  At our monthly meeting 
we had the privilege of 
having Christine Thom-
as, Executive Director of 

Wood County Economic 
Development Commit-
tee as guest speaker. She 
covered a large spectrum 
of topics and the impor-
tance of tourism to our 
area. These cover not only 
our Lake Fork area but all 
of the most interesting as-

pects of  our great Wood 
County.
  If you are interested in 
becoming a member or 
just come as a guest, our 
meetings are held the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at 
Jamie’s Restaurant begin-
ning at 6:30 pm.
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Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529
Replicas ~ $20 per inch

Ducks ~ $425

Lake Fork Tournament 
Schedule Aug. thru Oct.

2026

Jamie’s

October

September

August

Sept 5 ~ JC Outdoors Team
Minnow Bucket

Sept 12 ~ Tex. Trails Open
Oak Ridge Marina

Sept 18,19,20 ~ Sealy Outdoors
Lake Fork Marina

903-932-2905

NO NOTIFICATIONS AS YET
FOR SCHEDULED 
TOURNAMENTS 

IN AUGUST

Oct 3 ~ JC Outdoors Team
Minnow Bucket

Oct 17~18 ~ Berkley Big Bass
Lake Fork Marina 

Oct 31 ~ JC Outdoors Team
Minnow Bucket
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903-473-8784 • 306 PR 7332 • Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy. 515 to Rains CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles

Cabins • Sleeps 3
Aminities Include Direct TV

Microwave • Coffee Pot 
• Mini-fridge

Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~ Sleeps 6
RV Sites • Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups

Annual • Monthly • Weekly • Overnight
Covered Pavilion • Restrooms

Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station
               Boat Ramp

                               Playground For The   
           Children

The Fisherman’s Guide News
Our email has changed it is now

fishnewslakefork@gmail.com

903-878-2277(BASS)

Stripping * Sand Blasting
Head Light Refinish

Battery Repair
Text or Leave a Message

903-975-4370

Cedar Hill State Park’s Renovated Shady Ridge Camping Loop Reopens
  Cedar Hill State Park has reopened the 
Shady Ridge Camping Loop after being 
closed since 2022 for repairs and renova-
tions.
  Cedar Hill, nestled within Dallas County, 
is a great local park destination for those 
in the DFW metroplex to get outside. The 
park is often visited by folks from all cor-
ners of Texas because of its lakeside access 
and quiet oasis away from the big city.
  “We love having our facilities opening 
back up for the public,” said Assistant Su-
perintendent, Daniel Palmer. “It’s always 
nice having visitors from near and far 
come to enjoy the peace and quiet we have 
to offer here, and getting these campsites 
back online means we can have more peo-
ple come and stay.”
  After a flood in 2015 caused erosion to 

the park’s shoreline on Joe Pool Lake, 
repairs were made and the loop was re-
opened. In 2022, the Shady Ridge loop 
was closed again for further repairs and 
enhancements.
  The Shady Ridge Camping Loop offers a 
variety of styles of campsites, with lake-
side views and shady sites to beat the heat. 
The loop provides a considerable amount 
of access to the shoreline for people to en-
joy.
  The enhancements to the area included 
having the roadway repaved, new camping 
pads laid, new picnic tables and covered 
picnic tables, as well as two new restroom 
facilities constructed with refreshed utili-
ties put in. There are now 68 public camp-
ing sites within the loop, including four 
new ADA-accessible sites, all with 30-amp 

electricity and running water. Soon to open 
in the loop is a group tent campsite, a first 
for the park, that is also ADA-accessible.
   Cedar Hill SP will soon have an addi-
tional camping loop reopened in Eagle 
Ford. This area is poised to be accessible 
in the fall. The loop up on the ridge has 
undergone reinforcement of the shoreline 
and has an increased number of sites avail-
able. When Eagle Ford comes back online, 
the park will return to full capacity. This 
loop is known for its longer camping pads 
and full-hook up back-in campsites. Once 
complete, it will boast two new restrooms, 
a re-paved road, new parking pads and new 
ADA-accessible sites.
  For more information on Texas State 
Parks, visit the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
website.
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Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Wish To Fish Foundation
 903-360-6994    www.wishtofishfoundation.com

We l c o m e
A l l  V i s i t o r s 

&  A n g l e r s  To  L a k e  F o r k 
A n d  T h e  A r e a

First National Bank of East Texas
417 South Main
Quitman, Texas

903-763-4545

1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8055

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

www.fnbetx.com
“Branches of First National Bank

Of East Texas, Gilmer”

“The Neko Rig” (Continued from Page 6)

cover or used in con-
junction with Forward 
Facing Sonar.
  If a bite isn’t received 
on the fall, a slow drag 
back to the boat will 
work. You can imple-
ment small, subtle 
hops/ shakes, as well.
I mostly often use bait 
casting gear when 
Neko Rigging on Lake 
Fork, because I like to 
turn and control Bass 
around wood cover, 
grass and docks.
  Like the Drop-Shot 
Rig detailed here last 
month, I recommend 
not instantly setting 
the hook when you 
feel a bite on the Neko 

Rig. I like to reel down 
and then set the hook.
  I hope this helps you 
catch ‘em next time 
Power Fishing tech-
niques aren’t. Tight 
lines and Lunker Luck!

  If you are interested 
in booking a trip on 
Lake Fork with me 
you can contact me at 
972-743-2046 or go to 
my website www.lake-
forkbigbass.com
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Game Warden Field Notes

(Continued on Page 24)

  The following items 
are compiled from re-
cent Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
law enforcement re-
ports.
--Game Wardens Are 
Hawk Rescuers, Too--
A Val Verde County 
game warden responded 
to a call from the local 
sheriff’s office about an 
injured hawk a traveler 
on a nearby state high-
way had seen on the side 
of the road. Working 
with the sheriff’s office, 
regional TPWD biolo-
gists, a Kinney County 
game warden and the 
caller, the warden and 
other law enforcement 
officials successfully 

transported the hawk 
to a raptor rehabilitator 
in Uvalde County. The 
hawk is on its way to a 
full recovery.
--Sign, Sign, Every-
where a Sign-- A Nolan 
County game warden 
was patrolling the Lake 
Trammel area after dark 
when he noticed ve-
hicle headlights shining 
around an upcoming 
turn in the road. The 
vehicle appeared to be 
stationary. As the war-
den rounded the turn, he 
saw a truck backed up 
to a speed limit sign and 
a man standing in the 
truck bed attempting to 
remove the sign. While 
the warden interviewed 

the man and the driver, 
both individuals said 
the speed limit sign was 
the only one they had 
tried to take that night. 
However, the warden 
found several more 
road signs covered by 
a mat in the bed of the 
truck. The men admit-
ted to taking the signs. 
The warden issued cita-
tions to both individuals 
and had them spend the 
next hour returning the 
signs to their original 
locations. Cases against 
the men are pending.
--Muddy Tracks Lead 
the Way-- A Gonza-
les County game war-
den responded to a call 

The Moon Report (Continued from Page 8)
weather, now is the 
time to get your fall 
fishing trip on the cal-
endar. October through 
November is one of my 
favorite times to chase 
Lake Fork crappie. 
As the water begins to 
cool, the fish become 
more active, and some 
of the years best action 
is just around the cor-
ner. If you are planning 
a family getaway, there 
is no better place to stay 
than Lake Fork Ma-
rina (903-765-2764). 
With their assortment 
of comfortable accom-
modations, there’s easy 
access to the lake, and 
everything you need 

for your stay. Whether 
you’re bringing your 
kids, the grandkids, or 
life- long friends, Lake 
Fork Marina is the per-
fect place to start your 
next family adventure, 
making those lifetime 
memories. Book early 
because this beautiful 
place fills up fast for 
the fall fishing. 
  Also, for your crap-pie 
fishing adventures, you 
can reach me at 903-
335-0941, and you can 
follow my Facebook 
posts to enjoy the video 
diaries I make on each 
trip. Its one of my fa-
vorite parts of being a 
guide – capturing the 

smiles, the laughter, 
and those unforgetta-
ble catches so families 
can relive those spe-
cial moments for years 
to come. I look for-
ward to seeing you on 
Lake Fork this fall!
  Also, a BIG “thank 
you” to Skeeter Boats 
for making such an 
awesome boat to make 
these memories in, my 
Solera 205. If you are 
wanting info on any of 
the Skeeter products, 
contact Sartin Marine 
right here at Lake Fork. 
They are the best!
  Best Regards!
  Terri Moon   
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August is a very hot month but it reminds us 
that ‘Autumn’ is on the way!! 

Bake a Batch of ‘Yammy’ Biscuits
By Sue Hampton

  To some people there 
is nothing better than 
pulling apart the flaky 
layers of a warm bis-
cuit. These quick breads 
come in all shapes and 
sizes – drop or rolled – 

and a variety of flavors. 
Traditional biscuit rec-
ipes contain a few basic 
ingredients, but there is 
no limit to the type of 
biscuit you can create.
  Sweet potatoes or yams 
baked in their skins, 
split open and sprinkled 

with toasted pecans, are 
superbly sweet. And, 
if you incorporate the 
same ingredients into 
a mouth-watering bis-
cuit, the result can be 
something quite deli-
cious. Serve the biscuits 
with apple butter or or-
ange marmalade for an 
early autumn snack or to 
accompany a full meal.

Sweet Potato Pecan 
Biscuits
Yield: About 8 biscuits

1 orange
1/3 cup milk
2 cups whole wheat pas-
try flour
½ teaspoon sea salt

Dispatch * Skin * Quarter
On Your Property.

Hang, Process, & Package
At Alexander Meat Market.

For Pricing Information
Call: Donnie 903-975-5849 

or Caden 903-975-5890 *903-342-0300

1-1/2 teaspoons bak-ing 
powder
½ teaspoon baking soda
½ cup lightly toasted pe-
cans, coarsely chopped
¾ to 1 cup mashed 
baked sweet potato or 
yam
3 tablespoons vegeta-
ble oil
1 tablespoon maple syr-
up 
Maple syrup for glaz-
ing
  Preheat the oven to 450 
F.
  Finely grate the or-
ange zest into a medi-
umsized bowl. Juice the 
orange and measure the 
juice. Add milk to equal 
2/3 cup of liquid; set it 

aside to curdle.
  Sift the flour. Meas-
ure 2 cups of the sift-
ed flour back into the 
sieve; set aside the re-
maining sifted flour for 
kneading and shaping. 
Sift the measured flour, 
salt, baking powder and 
baking soda into an-
other bowl. Stir in the 
chopped nuts.
  Add the mashed sweet 
potato, oil and syrup to 
the orange zest and mix 
thoroughly. Beat the 
curdled mixture.
  Make a well in the 
center of the dry ingre-
dients. Pour in the wet 
ingredients all at once 
and mix gently, just un-

til a soft dough forms. 
Turn the dough out onto 
a lightly floured sur-
face and knead gently 
a few times. Pat or roll 
the dough about ½ inch 
thick. Cut out biscuits 
and arrange them on an 
ungreased or parchmen-
lined baking sheet.
  
  Bake 15 minutes, or 
until the biscuits have 
browned and a tester 
inserted in the center 
comes out clean. Place 
them on a cooling rack 
and lightly brush the 
tops with maple syrup. 
Cool the biscuits about 
15 minutes before serv-
ing
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Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 22)  

                     (Continued on Next Page)

about a poaching incident on a county road in an 
area notorious for road hunting. The complain-
ant supplied the warden with a description of the 
vehicle, a license plate number and a description 
of the suspects. The complainant, who had con-
fronted the suspects for trespassing and shooting 
in his backyard, also warned the warden the sus-
pects were drinking and armed. The game warden 
responded to the landowner’s property but found 
no evidence of an incident. Due to heavy rain, the 
warden suspended the search for evidence and in-
stead followed muddy tracks in the road, which 
led him to the suspects. The suspects admitted to 
having shot at wild pigs running across the road 
and searching for the wounded animals on the 
landowner’s property. The next day, the warden 
met the men, who were all from North Carolina, at 
the Justice of the Peace office in Gonzales County. 
The suspects paid more than $1,700 in fines.
--DPS Detains Drunk Driver-- A Gonzales 

County game warden was checking fishermen on 
the Guadalupe River when he got a call for assis-
tance from the local sheriff’s office about a pos-
sible intoxicated driver on a nearby road. The war-
den spotted the vehicle in question and followed 
it. Noticing the driver weaving from side to side 
and crossing the highway’s centerline, the warden 
stopped the vehicle and observed signs of intoxi-
cation in the driver. He detained the suspect on a 
charge of driving while intoxicated. The respond-
ing DPS trooper arrested the suspect, who provid-
ed a blood alcohol sample of three times the legal 
limit.
--Working the Devils River-- Two Val Verde 
County game wardens patrolled a rural part of the 
Devils River by kayak. Because of the river’s loca-
tion, it can be difficult to get the kayak and other 
equipment to the put-in point and then get it all out 
at the take-out point. Despite the logistical chal-
lenges, the game wardens were able to safely pa-

trol the river, checking 12 kayakers and river users, 
with high voluntary water safety compliance.
--Turkeys Are Not Toys-- An Atascosa County 
game warden received a tip about a person keeping 
a wild Rio Grande turkey in captivity on his proper-
ty. The warden responded to the location and found 
the turkey tied by its leg in a makeshift coop. The 
suspect admitted to chasing the turkey down and 
capturing it. The warden cited the suspect, seized 
the turkey and released it in suitable habitat along 
the Atascosa River.
--The Devil’s in the (Expired) Details-- After an 
Atascosa County game warden noticed a vehicle 
with an expired registration pulling into a Wal-Mart 
parking lot, he pulled the vehicle over and made 
contact with the driver. Upon running her license 
information, the warden found the female driver 
had an active felony arrest warrant for violation of 
probation for cocaine possession. The warden im-
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pounded the female’s vehicle and transported her 
to the Atascosa County jail.
--Flee on Foot-- Two game wardens were check-
ing a fisherman at a local lake in Lubbock when 
they discovered the man did not have a fishing 
license. Upon further investigation, the wardens 
learned the man, who had several felony arrest 
warrants, had given them a false name. When the 
wardens confronted him about the warrants, the 
man tried to flee on foot, though he did not get far 
before the wardens caught up to him and arrested 
him. Several charges, including failure to identify 
as a fugitive, resisting arrest and evading arrest, are 
pending against the fisherman.
--Restricted Air Space-- A game warden received 
a call from an Archer County landowner about a 
helicopter illegally hunting over his property. The 
warden visited a nearby property, where he found 
the helicopter, pilot and crew. The warden inter-
viewed the pilot and crew, who said they had flown 
over the landowner’s property to film feral hogs for 

a television show. After consulting the landowner 
and a game warden captain, the warden determined 
the crew was in violation for managing wildlife by 
aircraft, a Class A misdemeanor, without landown-
er consent. “Managing” wildlife includes photo-
graphing wildlife. The warden arrested four crew-
members for managing wildlife by aircraft without 
landowner authorization. The cases are pending.
--Buy and Bust-- A Gonzales County game warden 
and a Guadalupe County game warden teamed up 
with a special operations sergeant to set up a buy/
bust operation in Gonzales County. The investiga-
tion was a response to an Operation Game Thief 
call the wardens received a few weeks prior about 
an individual selling wild-caught raccoons over the 
Internet. The wardens’ investigation revealed the 
suspect did not possess a current furbearing ani-
mal propagator’s permit. The wardens successfully 
caught the suspect in the illegal act of selling sev-
eral live, wild raccoons. Cases are pending against 
the seller.

--Can’t Outrun the Game Wardens-- Two Cal-
houn County game wardens were patrolling Keller 
Bay for commercial oystering compliance when 
they saw a boat crew harvesting oysters in closed 
waters. Once the crew spotted the wardens, they at-
tempted to elude them, but they didn’t get far. The 
wardens arrested two individuals for oystering in 
closed waters, which is a state jail felony. The cases 
against the individuals are pending.
--Scary Catch-- Two Aransas County game war-
dens assisted the Aransas County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and the Corpus Christi Police Department 
bomb squad in responding to a potential bomb 
threat on the water. A commercial oyster boat had 
accidentally scooped up several old U.S. military 
mortar rounds. The crew was afraid the mortar 
rounds could still be active and called the CCPD 
bomb squad to inspect the rounds and take posses-
sion of them. The wardens assisted because of their 
knowledge of the bay system and the dynamics of 
oyster boats.

Service Marine on Lake Fork
NOW IN THEIR 35th YEAR OF BUSINESS OFFERING “SERVICE FIRST”

WE WILL FLOAT YOUR BOAT WITH “BIG SAVINGS’
“BE READY FOR BIG FUN ON THE WATER”

Sales * Service
Installation

With Power-Pole
you can stop your
boat swiftly and 
silently with the 

touch of a button 
and keep your boat 

securely in place, 
even in heavy wind 

and current.

Certified Service Center
Mercury, Yamaha, Tohatsu

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909

visit us online at:
www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

2 Stroke Oil ~ Mercury & Yamaha
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TACKLE DONATIONS NEEDED
Rods, reels, tackle, and fishing-related equip-
ment are needed to support the High School 
Fishing Tackle Program sponsored by Lake 
Fork Sportsman’s Association. LFSA requests 
donations of new and used fishing articles that 
will be cleaned, assembled, and refurbished. 
Items will be further donated to area high 
school fishing teams.  
Call Don Hampton, 903-360-6994 or Ken 
West, 903-752-2016 for more information or 
to arrange a donation.
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Bonus T-Shirt
Hour Every
Hour of The
Tournament

TFO RODS
AVAILABLE

AT 
TOURNAMENT

$65 each

Big Bass Tournament  *  May 21, 22, 23, 2027

FOR mORE iNFORMATION CALL:
903-360-6993 OR 903-360-6994

EMAIL: 
FISHNEWSLAKEFORK@GMAIL.COM

Hourly Pay-Outs
 1st  ~ $800
 2nd ~ $500
 3rd ~ $400
 4th ~  $300
 5th ~  $275
 6th ~  $250
 7th ~  $235
 8th ~  $225
 9th ~  $215
10th ~ $210

1st Out $100 GC

22nd Annual Legend of Lake Fork

All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome
$200,000  In Cash & Prizes Benefiting   “The Wish To Fish Foundation”

Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764
Grand Prizes Include:

$30,000 For the Heaviest Bass Over The Slot
$20,000 For the Heaviest Under Tht Slot, $15,000

Early Incentive Draw (Early Entries Only Before 
April 30,2027. Must Be Present To Win)
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