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LAKE FORK “The Big Bass Capital Of Texas”

Lake Fork guide Danny Holder caught this lunker hawg measuring 
over 25” and weighing a hefty 11.3-pounds. Lake Fork is looking better 
than ever going into 2026. C.P.R. 

Shelby Smith daughter of Lake Fork guide Whitt Smith shows she 
hasn’t forgotten her talent for catching big bass in December. We first 
had her photo in our paper when she was 8 years old with a Lake Fork 
big bass. C.P.R. 
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Doggie Play Areas - Golf Practice Area
Want a Wonderful World?? Live Like Christians!!

Yes, It’s That Easy! Try It!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork - Big 12’x 65’ RV Pads

2 Miles of Shaded Walking or Jogging Trails
Through the Woods on These Scenic Trails

Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity,
Security Gate, Paved Roads & Street Lights

Have Fun on Your Electric Golf Carts
Enjoy Looking at Many Deer and Other Wildlife
Relax at Pavilion With Friends- Fish Off Our Pier

Owned By Christian American
Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!!

“WE ARE THE BEST!!”

 RV     LOTS         FOR            LEASE 

Beautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic
Pleasure

Relax at Pavilion With Friends
Fish Off Our Pier 

Concrete Boat Ramp

Caney Point RV Resort
Call Roger For Info #903-524-5311

Now Leasing ~ Big Waterfront Lots
Kiddie Water Park Right Across Road!

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge
that crosses Lake Fork. $100 Discount 1st Year Lease

Walking Trails Golf Practice
Area

Kenny Bredemeier was fishing Lake Fork 
with his dad “Hard Working Harold” when 
he caught this really heavy hawg. C.P.R.

Maxine Bratz was fishing Lake Fork in  
December when she caught this nice bass. 
Weight not provided. C.P.R.

Robert Martin from Brownsboro, Texas was 
fishing Lake Fork with guide Whitt Smith 
when he caught this nice bass. C.P.R.



would seem just before the holidays he hit 
a stump (his lack of judgment I’m sure) and 
broke the driveshaft in his motor. Well with the 
holidays you can’t get parts because everyone 
is celebrating with their families. According to 
Bubba this is all just wrong when it comes to 
his boat getting fixed!
  A bad part of the situation is he has good 
insurance and they have already sent him the 
check to have it fixed. He will sit staring at 
the check in his hand and whining like his lit-
tle great grandson when Bubbette won’t give 
him candy or let him have his way. Whenever 
Bubba can’t just get up and go fishing when 
he wants, you would think the world came to 
an end. To top it all off, all his fishing buds 
are spending holidays with their families and 
won’t take him fishing. To Bubba this ain’t 
right either!!! He believes holidays, anniversa-
ries and birthdays are great fishing times! Sun-
shine, rain, sleet or snow, a fishing he will go!
  To top it all off, Bubbette isn’t making mat-
ters any better. With Bubba around the house 
more, she’s putting him to good use. She 
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“Bubba’s New Year Just Has To Get Better!”
By Don Hampton
  
    Well Bubba had just a great Christmas with 
his family coming to his homestead. He does 
love his kids and grandkids. What he says he 
really enjoys is spoiling his grandkids while 
they’re at his house, giving them candy and 
cookies and then sending them home for his 
kids to go through what he had to go through 
raising them. He does have a sense of humor 
when it comes to that.
  I do believe what he enjoyed the most was the 
eating and opening presents though. I’m not 
real sure just how much he loved picking up 
all the wrapping paper and the cleanup after-
wards, but we all know he can put on a good 
show and how much he loves that crap!
  It is a good thing he got some fishing stuff 
from Santa to play with because his New Year 
just isn’t starting off with him in the best spir-
its. The way he has been acting you would 
think his dog ran away and he had a fish hook 
stuck  in his back side. The main reason for 
his change of attitude is his boat is broke. It 

has him running errands, helping with house 
chores, going shopping with her, exchanging 
gifts, visiting friends. You know, all that crap 
Bubba really loves!
  Bubbette is getting so tired of his moping 
around the house, she’s ready to smother him 
with a pillow in his sleep, run away from 
home or buy him a boat to get him back to nor-
mal. Bubba would really like the last one, he 
doesn’t care much for the others though. Espe-
cially the one with the pillow. She does believe 
he loves that boat way too much! At times she 
gets a little jealous of how much Bubba loves 
his boat and fishing but she knows there are a 
lot of worse habits a man could have. 
  The best thing is within the next week Bubba 
will be back in his boat and on the lake and 
doing what he loves with a passion! This will 
give his mechanic, his dealership, Mercury, his 
friends, his relatives and everyone involved 
and around Bubba a reprieve and make him 
and them happy once more! 

  Happy New Year & Stay Safe!!  

fishnewslakefork@gmail.com
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Trails to Trout’ Brings Fishing to Tyler’s Nature Center
  Celebrate the start of the new year by intro-
ducing a kid to the Texas winter tradition of 
rainbow trout fishing. The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department’s (TPWD) “Trails to 
Trout” fishing days are scheduled for Jan. 
4 and Jan. 10 at the Tyler Nature Center.
 TPWD will stock 900 rainbow trout at the pond 
for kids and people of all ages to pursue from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Anglers only need to bring fish-
ing equipment and bait. TPWD will be on hand 
to assist new anglers and provide limited fishing 
equipment for those who need it on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Trout bait will also be available 
for those who need it and ice will be provided 
for attendees that choose to harvest their catch.
 After a morning of fishing at the pond, folks 
can explore the rest of the Tyler Nature Center 
by taking a stroll on one or more outdoor hiking 
trails to complete the great outdoors experience.
Recommended Equipment: Bring a light-action 

rod and reel combination with small fishing 
hooks, light line (6 lb. test or less), small bobbers 
(optional), and small split shot. For bait, bring 
salmon eggs, whole kernel corn, marshmallows, 
small worms or prepared trout bait. Small rooster-
tail spinners also work well. If you intend to keep 
trout, make sure to pack a stringer or small cooler.
 TPWD plans to stock 335,048 rainbow 
trout in Texas across the state through ear-
ly March. Because rainbow trout are only 
available during the colder winter months 
in most areas of Texas, anglers are encour-
aged to keep up to their daily bag limit of five.
 Dates and locations are subject to change 
due to inclement weather or other unfore-
seen circumstances. Be sure to check the 
2025-26 Trout Stocking Schedule online be-
fore going fishing to confirm the stocking 
date, check fishing regulations and find other 
winter trout stocking program angling tips.

 For more information, contact Jake 
Norman, TPWD Inland Fisher-
ies Biologist, at (903) 566-1615 x 213.
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845 CR 1987
Yantis TX 75497

* Easy In & Out Deep Water Access Boat Ramp
* 3 Boat Ramps * Fishing Pier * Boat Storage 
*Tent Camping
*Wi-Fi & Internet TV for Motel, Cottage & Bunkhouse
*Daily, Weekly & Monthly Long-Term RV Sites Available

(See Guidance on Federal Airborne .............
                                                     Continued on Page 12)

Guidance on Federal Airborne Hunting Act Pertaining to Fishing with Drones
Use of drones prohibited for fishing
 Due to technological advancements with Un-
manned Aircraft Systems (UAS), also known 
as drones, now widely available, the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) has 
noticed an increase in questions connected 
to their use in relation to fishing and wild-
life. Some of the most frequent questions 
have been about the legality of using drones 
for deploying bait by surf or bank fisherman.
  To address this, TPWD staff reviewed Ti-
tle 50 of the Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) § 19.11, also known as the Federal 
Airborne Hunting Act (AHA), which was 
first enacted in 1956. Staff also sought guid-
ance from the Office of Law Enforcement 
within the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
The result of that analysis and discussion is 
the determination that 50 CFR § 19.11 (b)
(2) prohibits the use of aircraft, which in-
cludes UAS or drones, to take or attempt 

to take wildlife, or aid in the act of fishing.
For more information about Texas’ hunting 
and fishing regulations, visit tpwd.texas.gov.
Definitions as defined in 50 CFR§10.12 
that apply to 50 CFR § 19.11:
* Aircraft means any contrivance 
(device) used for flight in the air.
* Fish or wildlife means any wild animal, 
whether alive or dead, including without 
limitation any wild mammal, bird, rep-
tile, amphibian, fish, mollusk, crusta-
cean, arthropod, coelenterate, or other in-
vertebrate, whether or not bred, hatched, 
or born in captivity, and including any 
part, product, egg, or offspring thereof.
* Take means to pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, 
kill, trap, capture, or collect, or attempt to 
pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, cap-
ture, or collect. (With reference to marine 
mammals, see Part 18 of this subchapter.)
* Wildlife means the same as fish or wildlife.

Does the AHA prohibit the use of 
UAS or drones by recreational, surf, 
or bank fishermen for deploying bait?
Yes. UAS or drones cannot be used to deploy 
bait according to 50 CFR § 19.11 (b)(2) as 
that is considered aiding in the take or at-
tempt to take wildlife, which includes fish.
Does the AHA prohibit TPWD from is-
suing a permit authorizing the use of 
UAS or drones by recreational, surf, 
or bank fishermen for deploying bait?
Yes. 50 CFR § 19.31 (a) prohibits a state from 
issuing permits for the purpose of sport hunting, 
which includes recreational or sport fishing.
About Texas Game Wardens
Texas Game Wardens, within the Law Enforce-
ment Division of TPWD, are responsible for 
enforcing laws related to the conservation and 
management of natural resources and public 
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Answers on Page 21

By Whitt Smith

  This rig is a dynamite bite getter any time 
of year, but can excel in cold water or pres-
sured angling conditions. It’s basically a 
weedless version of the proverbial Ned 
Rig, perfect for Lake Fork weeds, brush 

piles, docks, rip rap or stump laden waters.
I like to use a ZMan Big TRD ElazTech 
worm, straight shank 3/0 or 4/0 drop shot 
hook (regular or HD) that has a mono-
filament keeper on the upper shank 
and a mushroom head or nail weight.
Unlike rigging a traditional Ned Rig, rig 
the hook into the tapered end of the worm 
Texas Style weedless. Then insert the mush-
room head or nail weight into the flat, thick 
end of the worm, placing a dab of super glue 
on the portion of the weight that is inserted 
in the worm. This will save weights from 
being thrown during violent head shakes 
from Bass and/ or repeated casts. It’s basi-
cally a backward rigged worm set-up that 
will slip in and out of the thickest cov-
er you want to fish for Ol’ Bucketmouth.
I fish it very similar to a traditional Texas Rig 
Worm, letting it go to the bottom and drag-

ging it slowly. I like to allow it to stop and the 
properties of the ElazTech allowing it to stand 
tail up. On Lake Fork, I prefer to fish this rig 
on a bait cast set-up so I can cast it into brush, 
etc. and have the line size and rod power to 
pull the Bass out and away from the cover.
The advantage of this rig, other than the 

Open Mon. ~ Sat. 5 A.M. ~ 9 P.M.
Sunday 5 A.M. ~ 2 P.M.

Jamie’s Restaurant
271 CR 1558 * Alba, TX., 903-765-2087

Located at Lake Fork Marina
New Owner * New Attitude
Great Service * Great Food
Breakfast Served Until

11A.M. Daily

Daily Lunch Specials
Large Menu Selection
Sandwiches * Burgers

Fish * Steaks
& Much More!!

My,
Oh My,

The 
Pie!!

Salad Bar

“The Tiny Child Rig on Lake Fork!!”

(See Tiny Child...... Continued on Page 20)
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  (See Wildlife Health Alert:..... ....Continued on Page 9)

Dispatch * Skin * Quarter
On Your Property.

Hang, Process, & Package
At Alexander Meat Market.

For Pricing Information
Call: Donnie 903-975-5849 

or Caden 903-975-5890 *903-342-0300

  Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
urges caution as highly pathogenic avian influ-
enza (HPAI) is circulating among wild birds 
across the state as waterbirds and waterfowl mi-
grate and congregate on their wintering grounds.
    Detected in all 50 states across the U.S. and Puer-
to Rico, HPAI is a highly contagious zoonotic vi-
rus that transmits easily among wild and domestic 
birds. It can spread directly between animals and 
indirectly through environmental contamination.
 What is Avian Influenza:
Avian Influenza, caused by influenza type A vi-
ruses, is a contagious viral disease that poses a 
major threat to the poultry industry and animal 
health. Migratory waterfowl and other water-
birds are a natural reservoir for this disease.
 There are many strains of the virus that vary in se-
verity based on the species affected. These strains 

are put into two general classifications— low 
pathogenic (LPAI) and highly pathogenic (HPAI). 
LPAI generally causes only minor illnesses and 
occurs naturally in migratory waterfowl. HPAI 
spreads rapidly and has a high death rate in birds.
 Additionally, select mammal species are 
highly susceptible to HPAI including do-
mestic cats, skunks, foxes, raccoons, bob-
cats, mountain lions and black bears.
 Due to the ease of transmission, TPWD recom-
mends wildlife rehabilitators remain cautious 
when intaking wild animals with clinical signs 
consistent with HPAI and quarantining animals 
to limit the potential for HPAI exposure to other 
animals within the facility. Backyard poultry may 
infect or be infected by contact with wild birds. If 
a wildlife rehabilitator suspects HPAI in an ani-
mal, contact TPWD within 24 hours of intake.

Clinical Signs and Transmission:
Clinical signs include neurological disease such as 
incoordination or stumbling, lethargy, trembling, 
seizures, lack of fear of people, coughing and 
sneezing and sudden death, though birds infected 
with HPAI may not always have outward signs 
of infection. The virus may spread in a variety 
of ways, including through contact with infected 
wild and domestic birds as well as by contami-
nated equipment, clothing and shoes of caretakers.
 For mammals, transmission occurs primar-
ily through the consumption of infected ani-
mal carcasses and contaminated equipment.
 Currently, the transmission risk of avian influen-
za from infected birds to people remains low, but 
the public should take basic protective measures if 
contact with wild animals cannot be avoided. Pub-

Wildlife Health Alert: Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Detected in Multiple Areas Throughout Texas
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“The Moon Report”

“Lake Fork Crappie January 2026”
By Terri Moon

  First I want to wish 
everyone a “Happy, 
Blessed, and Prosper-
ous 2026!” Also I want 
to sincerely thank all of 
you that fished with me 
in 2025 with so many 
memorable moments! 
I appreciate you all!
  I know January will 
bring cooler tempera-
tures, with not as many 
fishable days – but, on 
those days be sure and 
check out the Boat and 
Tackle Shows in your 
area. It’s amazing to 
see the growth of the 
crappie fishing indus-
try. From tackle to troll-
ing motors, to electron-
ics, and even the boat 
manufacturers are get-
ting on board. There is 
even bigger and better 
payouts for the Crap-
pie Tournaments giv-
ing way to more tele-
vision coverage and 
exposure. So, whether 
you fish a little or a lot 
it’s always fun to go to 
these tackle shows to 
check out all the latest 
inventions, and pick 
up some new things to 
try when the weather 
permits a fishable day.
  Now as far as the 
crappie fishing – with 
the dropping water 
temperatures, the crap-
pie will congregate out 

deeper in anywhere be-
tween 30 to 55 ft. along 
bends or intersections 
of creek channels, the 
154 and 515 bridg-
es are known winter 
hotspots, and deep 
water timber or brush 
piles, and deep water 
humps. Just watch your 
graph to see how deep 
you need to target. The 
colder water makes the 
fish less aggressive, so 
a subtle presentation 
is key. The only prob-
lem with this time of 
year is the crazy wind 
we’ve had to deal 
with. It’s not easy try-
ing to find 40–50 ft of 
water out of the wind!
  I usually use a 1/16 
or 1/8 oz. jighead, but, 
when its windier I’ll 
go to a ¼ oz. In the 
hair jigs, Skippers in 
black and chartreuse 
or pink and chartreuse 
have been working. In 
the plastics, Bonehead 

Brush Gliders in sil-
ver shad or slick neon 
have been producing. 
But, don’t be afraid 
to change up colors to 
adjust to conditions. 
All of these baits are 
available at Lake Fork 
Marina along with any 
of your fishing needs. 
There is also a new 
Berkley bait out called 
the Power Switch that 
features a weight for-
ward design for fast 
drop-ins to quickly 
get your bait in front 
of the fish. They come 
in 1-3/4 inch up to 5 
inches and comes in 
14 colors. The 3-inch 
is perfect for this time 
of year because it’s 
matching the size of 
the shad they’ve been 
eating. This bait was 
made for bass fishing 
– but, I’ve found the 
crappie love them too! 
(See Lake Fork Crappie....
      Continued on Page 21)
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17

South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,

New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel • RV Park • Guide Serves • Boat Ramp

Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online www.gofishfork.com

903-474-7479

Wildlife Health Alert: (Continued from Page 7)

lic and health care pro-
fessionals can find more 
information about HPAI 
in humans from the Tex-
as Department of State 
Health Services. If you 
have contact with an 
HPAI-positive animal 
and develop signs of ill-
ness, immediately con-
tact your health care pro-
vider and let them know 
about the exposure.
P r e v e n t i o n :
The public can assist 
in interrupting HPAI 
transmission by limiting 
all unnecessary contact 

with wild birds. Bird 
feeders and water sourc-
es should be cleaned at 
least every two weeks 
with a solution of one 
part household bleach to 
nine parts water. Change 
water in birdbaths ev-
ery few days and regu-
larly remove wet feed 
and seed from feed and 
water sources. Discour-
age the congregation 
of waterfowl around 
food, water sources 
and backyard flocks.
 Game bird hunt-
ers should consider 

precautions such as:
*Disposing of car-
casses properly
*Wearing gloves 
when processing
*Avoiding consump-
tion or process-
ing of any sick bird
*Cleaning and dis-
infecting tools be-
tween carcasses
*Cooking meat to 
proper temperatures
  If you encounter a wild 
animal with signs con-
sistent with HPAI, con-
tact your local TPWD 
wildlife biologist.
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FAST • FRIENDLY• SPEEDY • REPAIRS & SERVICE
“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”

New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort • Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner

903-850-4477

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
   129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420
     ~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber 
      * Samantha * Lexie * Reygan

A Salon For The
Whole Family!

Danny Holder
Lake Fork Guide Service
Licensed Professional Guide

Offering:
Full/Half Day Trips 

Individual or Corporate 
Trips

Bass * Crappie * Catfish

903-638-3913

22 Years in Business
Located in Yantis, Texas

All Commercial Roofing Systems
All Roof Coatings 

Residential Repair Services
Free Estimates

TK ROOFING REPAIR & COATING SYSTEMS

Tim Lambert @ 214-395-1100
email: tim.lambert63@verizon.net

              (Continued on Next Page)

La Sal Del Rey National Wildlife Reserve Partners with TPWD to Host 2nd Annual Explore Bowhunting Event
  Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s 
(TPWD) Community Archery Program is join-
ing forces with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice (USFWS) on Jan. 17 to help the public 
“Explore Bowhunting” at the La Sal Del Rey 
National Wildlife Reserve (NWR) in Edinburg.
  With the help of Texas Game Wardens, Op-
eration Game Thief, the Texas Youth Hunt Pro-

gram, TPWD Hunter’s Education, Outdoor To-
morrow Foundation, Archery Trade Association 
and other local partners, this event gives partici-
pants an opportunity to learn more about hunt-
ing with a bow and how to properly prepare to 
use archery equipment during hunting season.
  “We are excited to once again partner with USF-
WS at La Sal Del Ray NWR, to bring to the pub-

lic this one-of-a-kind 
archery event,” said 
Adam Lewis, TPWD 
community archery 
specialist. “Whether 
you are a seasoned ar-
cher, beginner or just 
starting to gain interest 
in the sport of archery 

and bowhunting, this is a great event to hone 
your skills, further your knowledge and under-
stand what it takes to be a successful bowhunter.”
 The workshop, scheduled for 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
is free with park entrance and open to anyone 
interested in learning more about bowhunt-
ing. Equipment is provided, so participants 
do not need to bring their own archery gear.
 “The event will focus on the necessary gear, 
proper concealment, anatomy and shot place-
ment to improve accuracy and in turn reduce re-
covery time and the processing of your animal 
after a successful hunt,” added Lewis. “This is an 
all-ages event and is a great way to spend some 
time outdoors with your family and friends.”
 The event includes a state-of-the-art archery 
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“Established In
1996”

trailer with interactive archery games and a 
range for adaptive archers, an introductory 
range with 3D targets focusing on anatomy and 
shot placement, animal processing (skinning/
quartering/butchering) demonstration, cook-
ing conversations, gear examples and hunting 
simulation activities for youth. Additionally, 
staff will be available to answer questions re-
lated to public hunting, regulations and more.
 The TPWD Community Archery Program, 
which is facilitating this workshop, works on 
a “train the trainer” model — training teach-
ers and leaders through a National Archery in 
the Schools Program curriculum in range set-
up, safety, program design and coaching. The 
curriculum is built for community groups like 
schools, military bases, veterans’ groups, scouts, 

camps, parks and recreation departments and 
more. It also provides resources and certification 
to host a mobile archery range with an audience.
 Community archery specialists provide “Explore 
Bowhunting” and “Explore Bowfishing” pro-
gramming that introduces these skills to new au-
diences through activities and discussion. Some 
of the curriculum will be on display in the activi-
ties hosted at this event. TPWD provides the pro-
grams and the gear needed to interested instruc-
tors who have access to an existing audience.
 
  Learn more about how to contact a community 
archery specialist in your region on the Commu-
nity Archery Program webpage on the TPWD 
website. Watch a video of an Explore Bow-
hunting event on the TPWD YouTube channel.

Issac Crispin from Dallas, TX., caught this 
nice bass fishing with Lake Fork guide Whitt 
Smith. C.P.R.
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903-878-2277(BASS)

Guidance on Federal Airborne (Continued from Page 5)

safety through com-
munity-based law 
enforcement. Their 
mission is to provide 
hunting, fishing and 
outdoor recreation 
opportunities for the 
use and enjoyment 
of present and future 
generations.  Addi-

tionally, they play a 
crucial role in search 
and rescue opera-
tions during natural 
disasters, exemplify-
ing their commitment 
to protecting both 
the environment and 
the people of Texas.
 If you witness a 

wildlife, fishing or 
boating violation in 
progress, please call 
1 - 8 0 0 - 7 9 2 - G A M E 
(4263) immediately 
and report it to Op-
eration Game Thief 
(OGT), Texas’ Wild-
life Crime-Stoppers 
Program. You can 
also text your tip 
by sending the key-
word TXOGT plus 
your tip to 847411 
or through the Texas 
OGT App, available 
for iOS and Android 
devices. Dispatchers 
are available 24/7.
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Public Access Lease Opening for Guadalupe River Trout Fishing
  Texas anglers have access to a premier loca-
tion for rainbow trout fishing during the peak 
of the winter stocking season thanks to a Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
“no fee” access lease on the Guadalupe River.
 Camp Huaco Springs, located between New 
Braunfels and Sattler, features nearly a half 
mile of bank access along alternating pools 
and riffles on the Guadalupe River. Anglers 
can use the bank, which is gently sloped and 
rocky, or wade fish both upstream and down-
stream to take advantage of a low-water dam 
at the upper end of the property or a deep 
pool at the lower end. They can also launch 
non-motorized boats, canoes, kayaks or other 
floatable devices for the purpose of fishing.
 “This lease location provides great bank angler 
access to river trout fishing coupled with gor-
geous Guadalupe River scenery,” said Patrick 
Ireland, San Marcos and Austin District Super-

visor for TPWD’s Inland Fisheries Division.
 Public access opened Dec. 5 and is avail-
able through March 7 from 30 minutes be-
fore sunrise to 30 minutes after sunset.
 TPWD will stock this and other sections of the 
Canyon Tailrace (Guadalupe River downstream 
of Canyon Reservoir) with close to 20,000 
rainbow trout during weekly stockings from 
early December through late January. This to-
tal includes 5,050 trout provided by the Water-
Oriented Recreation District of Comal County 
(WORD) to supplement TPWD’s efforts. Stock-
ing locations include Guadalupe Park below 
Canyon Dam, the third and fourth river cross-
ings on River Road and Camp Huaco Springs.
 The Guadalupe River Trout Unlimited Chapter 
(GRTU), a partner of TPWD, also stocks rain-
bow trout throughout the river during the colder 
months. The GRTU trout are typically larger than 
TPWD stock. Anglers should check the 2025-26 

Trout Stocking Schedule online before fishing 
to confirm the date and to find other winter trout 
stocking program angling locations and tips.
 Camp Huaco Springs falls under statewide 
trout regulations, so anglers may keep up to 
their daily bag limit of five trout with no mini-
mum length limit. Trout anglers 17 years of 
age and older will need a valid fishing license 
that includes a freshwater fishing endorsement.
  Anglers may find access to the river in 
other areas being stocked with trout, but 
should note that special regulations and lim-
its are in effect starting 800 yards down-
stream from the Canyon Dam release to 
the second bridge crossing on River Road.
  Camp Huaco Springs is located at 4150 
River Road in New Braunfels. For more in-
formation, or to find leased River Access and 
Conservation Areas (RACA) on other riv-
ers in Texas, visit the RACA program website



  Page 14             “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”              January 
~ Since 1984 ~

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2026 iKon, Bullet, 
Falcon, Xpress, Veranda or a quality used boat!

Arbala

Sulphur SpringsN
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FM 1567 W.# 290

Authorized Dealer Sales 
& Installation

CERTIFIED MECHANICS
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES 

& MODELS

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ask About Our Service Specials
903-383-7726  Toll Free 866-920-8331

OPEN TUES.  ~  SAT.
AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES:  AUTHORIZED 
DEALER FOR:  GARMIN * HUMMINBIRD * MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA

290 FM 1567 WEST

~ Since 1984 ~
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Ronnie from Plano was fishing Lake Fork 
with guide Whitt Smith when he caught his 
new personal best. C.P.R.

Ricky Martin from Bels, Texas was fishing 
Lake Fork with guide Whitt Smith when he 
caught this hawg. C.P.R.

Lake Fork guide Randy Oldfield was fish-
ing on Lake Fork on December 26 when he 
caught this nice bass. C.P.R.
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April 30, 2026

 fishnewslakefork@gmail.com
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”

For the past 26 years Lake Fork Sportsman’s 
Association has been Preserving the Legend 
that is Lake Fork with their Live Release 
Boat at tournaments releasing catches back 
healthy in the lake, planting new grasses, and 
establishing fish habitat.

By Don Hampton, LFSA President

  With the New Year upon us members of the Lake 
Fork Sportsman’s Association will hold even truer to 
‘Protecting, Promoting, Preserving’ the Legend that 
is Lake Fork. The board of directors has changed for 
the upcoming year, though some are the same. Direc-
tors are Don Hampton, President, Jay Simmons, Vice 
President, Maury Thornton, Treasurer, Peggy York, 
Secretary, Diane Spradling, Director at Large,
Carolyn West, Director at Large, Terry Long, Director 
at Large.
  In the upcoming year there are many new ideas to 
come forth in improving our lake, not only to make it 
safer for visitors but also to assist our businesses and 
individuals that live and fish on the lake with all their 
families. We will also be open to any and all sugges-
tions that anyone might have for improvements. All 
of our members are truely dedicated to accomplish all 
that is possible to insure its greatness for future gen-
erations to come. Lake Fork is a true treasure we have 

for this area and deserves all of our care and concern. 
If you live on the lake or just love fishing here, you 
should dedicate some of your time and energy by be-
coming a member of the LFSA.
  Our meetings are generally held on the second Tues-
day of each month beginning at 6:30 pm at Jamie’s 
Restaurant located in Lake Fork Marina off Hwy. 17. 
In January because of the winter hours at Jamie’s we 
will be having the meeting on Thursday, January 8th. 
Many of the members come at 5:30 to enjoy a great 
dinner before the meeting begins. This month our 
guest speaker will be Jake Norman, TPWD Marine 
Biologist of Lake Fork. He will discuss the condition 
of the lake. I invite everyone to come, meet the mem-
bers and enjoy a learning social event. Our February 
meeting will be February 10th with guest speaker 
Cassandra Gann with CrappieFest.
  If you would like to become a member of the great 
organization and help preserve the legend that is Lake 
Fork, you can contact me at 903-360-6994 or email 
fishnewslakefork@gmail.com. Hope to see you!

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

Jamie’s Restaurant off Hwy. 17N
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Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529
Replicas ~ $20 per inch

Ducks ~ $425

Lake Fork Tournament 
Schedule Jan. thru Mar.

2026

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm

Jamie’s Restaurant off Hwy. 17N

Jamie’s

January

March

Jan. 31 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

February
Feb. 21~ BassChamps Team

Lake Fork Marina 
Feb. 28 ~ JC Outdoors Teams

Minnow Bucket

Mar. 7 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

Mar. 21 ~ Tex. Trails Open
Oak Ridge Marina

Mar. 28 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket
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903-473-8784 • 306 PR 7332 • Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy. 515 to Rains CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles

Cabins • Sleeps 3
Aminities Include Direct TV

Microwave • Coffee Pot 
• Mini-fridge

Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~ Sleeps 6
RV Sites • Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups

Annual • Monthly • Weekly • Overnight
Covered Pavilion • Restrooms

Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station
               Boat Ramp

                               Playground For The   
           Children

    Whitt            Smith
                         Guide 
                          Service

972-743-2046
www.lakeforkbigbass.com

The Fisherman’s Guide News
Our email has changed it is now

fishnewslakefork@gmail.com

“The Tiny Child Rig on Lake Fork!!” (Continued from Page 6)
weedless rigging and finesse nature, is 
the ElazTech material allows the worm 
to stand tail up at all times. I prefer to use 
a mushroom head nail weight because it 

transmits more feel of the bottom or cov-
er I’m fishing the Tiny Child Rig through.
Don’t let the name of this rig or its small 
size fool you, it catches all sizes including 
Big Bass! The name of the rig comes from 
the fact that it’s so simple to use and catch 
them with that even a tiny child could use it.
So, if you’re interested in a new rig to try when 
it’s tough and you’re usual set-ups aren’t work-
ing, give the Tiny Child Rig a try and I think 
you’ll like the results. I hope this helps put 
more Bass in your boat in 2026 and feel free to 
reach out if I can be of assistance in any way.
Happy New Year!

Rigged ‘Tiny Child Rig’

Results with the ‘Tiny Child Rig’



    January            “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”               Page 21                  

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Wish To Fish Foundation
 903-360-6994    www.wishtofishfoundation.com

We l c o m e
A l l  V i s i t o r s 

&  A n g l e r s  To  L a k e  F o r k 
A n d  T h e  A r e a

First National Bank of East Texas
417 South Main
Quitman, Texas

903-763-4545

1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8055

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

www.fnbetx.com
“Branches of First National Bank

Of East Texas, Gilmer”

“Lake Fork Crappie January 2026” (Continued from Page 8)

These are also available 
at Lake Fork Marina.
  I don’t know about 
you – but, I’m sure 
hoping for a mild-
er winter this year 
(and a little less wind 
would be awesome!)
  Looks like Lake Fork 
is being celebrated as 
one of the top crap-
pie fishing destina-
tions along with tro-
phy bass. Lake Fork 
doesn’t disappoint – 
even in January. You 
just need to pick a nice 
day – bundle up, grab 
some hand-warmers 
and your gear, the re-

wards are well worth 
braving the cold! Just 
keep thinking – Spring 
is just around the cor-
ner! Give me a shout if 
you want to get on the 
books for that excite-
ment. You can reach 

me at 903-335-0941. 
Also, you can follow 
along on my adven-
tures on my Facebook 
page under Terri Moon 
– My best to you all 
and looking forward 
to seeing you in 2026!
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Game Warden Field Notes

(Continued on Page 24)

  The following items 
are compiled from re-
cent Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Depart-ment 
law enforcement re-
ports.
--Don’t Fence Me In-- 
Local ranch manag-
ers notified local Polk 
County Game Wardens 
that an individual, well 
known in the area for 
stirring up trouble, tres-
passed on their property 
multiple times in the 
past few months. The 
landowner turned over 
footage from multiple 
game cameras show-
ing the suspect riding 
through the property 
on a homemade ATV. 
Eventually, the ranch 

managers caught him 
in the act and tried to 
hold him at gunpoint. 
They were unsuccess-
ful and the suspect fled 
into the woods, leaving 
behind his homemade 
ATV. Concerned the 
trespasser was utilizing 
the unusual route to deal 
drugs in a neighboring 
subdivision, one of the 
wardens drove to the 
suspect’s home. Once 
there, he spotted the sus-
pect outside with two 
other males. The warden 
requested backup from 
a county deputy since 
the suspect had a track 
record of fleeing law 
enforcement. When the 
deputy arrived, the sus-

pect was working on a 
vehicle in the yard. To-
gether, they questioned 
the suspect, who stated 
he was unaware that he 
had been trespassing. 
The warden informed 
the suspect that he was 
trespassing because he 
crossed a fence as well 
as other barriers into a 
property that did not be-
long to him. The suspect 
was then arrested with-
out incident and booked 
into the county jail. Case 
pending.
--What Happens in 
Vegas...-- Patrolling 
for wildlife violations, 
Harris County Game 
Wardens observed a 
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You can save food preparation time by 
slowing down with a slow cooker! 

Slow Cooking: The Solution For Fast-Paced Family Schedules
By Sue Hampton

  If your family’s 
schedule is hectic, 
a quick way to get a 
home-cooked meal 
on the table is to 
have a slow cooker 
do the work for you. 
During the day, the 

moist heat in a slow 
cooker maximizes 
flavors and tender-
izes less expensive 
cuts of meat into a 
delicious meal that’s 
ready when your 
family gets home.
  One of the draw-
backs of slow cook-

ers is that they are 
difficult to clean. 
Hours of soaking 
and scrubbing may 
be needed to re-
move the baked-
on food. That’s no 
longer a problem 
with Reynolds Slow 
Cooker Liners, 
which make cleanup 
a snap. Just place a 
liner in the cooker, 
add the ingredients, 
cover and set the 
controls. By dinner-
time, a hot delicious 
meal is ready to 
serve. When you’re 
done, just toss the 
disposable liner 
– no scrubbing or 

Dispatch * Skin * Quarter
On Your Property.

Hang, Process, & Package
At Alexander Meat Market.

For Pricing Information
Call: Donnie 903-975-5849 

or Caden 903-975-5890 *903-342-0300

soaking required.

Slow Cooker 
Chunky Beef 
Vegetable Soup

1 Reynolds Slow 
Cooker Liner
3 cups vegetable 
juice
2 cups hot water
1 pound beef for 
stew, cut in 1-inch 
cubes
8 cups frozen mixed 
vegetables
2 medium potatoes, 
peeled and cubed
1 small onion, 
chopped
¼ cup ketchup
3 tablespoons beef-

flavor instant bouil-
lon
½ teaspoon pepper
  
  Place slow cooker 
liner inside a 5 to 
6-1/2 qt. slow cook-
er bowl. Fit liner 
snugly against the 
bottom and sides 
of bowl; pull top 
of liner over rim of 

bowl. Add all ingre-
dients. Cook until 
meat is tender. 
  Carefully remove 
lid to allow steam 
to escape and stir 
gently. Do not lift 
or transport liner 
with food inside. 
Cool slow cooker; 
remove liner and 
toss. Serves 8-9.
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Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 22)  

                     (Continued on Next Page)

flashlight beam in the woods and a truck operating 
erratically on an adjacent private easement road. 
The wardens stopped the vehicle and contacted the 
driver. Wearing full camouflage, the driver exited 
the vehicle immediately with his hands up.  What 
appeared to be a potential road hunting case quickly 
changed when the driver and their partner stated that 
they lived nearby and were investigating a prowler 
after an alert from their farm dogs. The wardens 
confirmed their house was located just 200 yards 
away from where the couple stopped. While inter-
viewing the driver, a loaded revolver was located on 
the center console.  A serial number check revealed 
that the pistol was stolen during a 2006 burglary in 
Las Vegas. The driver stated he couldn’t remember 
if he was given the pistol or purchased it but denied 
any knowledge that it was stolen. With no indepen-
dent charges to file or evidence that the driver was 
involved or had knowledge of the theft, the couple 
were released from the scene and the pistol was 

seized for return to the Las Vegas Metropolitan Po-
lice Department.
--When Doves Cry-- While patrolling late at night, 
a Bastrop County Game Warden heard multiple 
shots from a nearby property.  As he arrived, a truck 
exited the property, and he initiated a traffic stop. 
He immediately recognized the driver as a con-
victed felon he had previously arrested twice. The 
driver admitted to multiple guns in the truck and 
claimed they belonged to the passenger. However, 
the passenger could not answer basic questions 
on the firearms like how many or what kind they 
were. The warden also recovered a fish shocker in 
the backseat and two freshly killed mourning doves 
in the bed of the truck. The individuals claimed the 
doves had somehow fallen out of a tree and into the 
truck. Altogether, the warden seized seven firearms, 
one shocking device and two mourning doves. Dis-
patch confirmed one of the firearms was stolen. The 
male subject was arrested for unlawful possession 

of firearms by a felon and possessing a shocker with-
in a half-mile from public water. The female passen-
ger was arrested on 11 outstanding warrants.
--Where Everybody Knows Your Name-- Af-
ter assisting with a manhunt, a Falls County Game 
Warden was returning home when another vehicle 
changed lanes abruptly, almost striking his patrol ve-
hicle. The warden initiated his emergency lights for 
a traffic stop but it took almost a mile for the driver 
to pull over to the shoulder. Upon contact, he noticed 
the driver was under the influence. During the stan-
dard field sobriety test, the driver asked several times 
if he could just be taken home or if someone could 
pick him up. The warden explained that the test re-
vealed an absolute level of intoxication (three times 
the legal limit) and he was going to be arrested for 
driving while intoxicated. The driver became very 
emotional and sat down on the shoulder, refusing to 
be placed in the patrol vehicle. With the assistance of 

For Sale By Owner: 2023 Alliance Avenue 32RLS
5th Wheel in New Condition With Warranty, For Full Time 

RVing. 2 Smart Televisions, Fireplace, Full Sized Couch with 
Foldout Queen Bed, New House Refrigerator, King Size Bed, 
Washer/Dryer , Additional WIFI Installed. Can Live In Year 

Round in Providence RV Park. Lake Fork, FM 288 by the 
dam. Can Store Boat on Property in RV Park.

 Asking $53,518 View Photos on Facebook Market Place
Call 678-862-3771
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a deputy, the warden spoke with the driver for a few 
minutes and the driver finally agreed to get in the 
deputy’s patrol vehicle. Once at the jail, staff imme-
diately recognized the driver. Just the week before, 
the driver had been arrested and released for another 
driving while intoxicated charge.
--Two Strikes and They’re Out-- During archery-
only deer season, a Coke County game warden re-
ceived a call from a local rancher concerned that his 
neighbor was hunting deer with firearms. The war-
den, who was enjoying the World Series at home on 
his day off, headed to the ranch. Once there, he set 
up a concealed area where he could observe any il-
legal hunting. Just after sundown, the warden heard 
a high-powered shot about 500 yards from his posi-
tion. A minute later, he heard another shot. The war-
den waited, then made his way into the ranch to in-
vestigate. As he pulled up to the camp, two men and 
one woman were quartering two whitetail does. The 
men admitted to shooting the deer and showed the 
warden the rifles they used. They produced hunting 

licenses with no tags removed and no harvest logs 
completed. The quartered deer were also missing 
proof of sex, which was later discovered in a ravine 
behind the cabin. The warden recovered both deer. 
Cases were filed, along with civil restitution.
--Catfish Surprise-- Trinity County and Angelina 
County Game Wardens, along with a regional chap-
lain, patrolled the Neches River, checking for hoop 
nets. They located one containing about 22 catfish. 
With bad weather impending, the wardens surmised 
that the fisherman might check the net later that 
evening. The chaplain and a warden built a blind 
to watch for the fisherman’s return. The other war-
dens strategically parked their patrol vehicles and 
waited. Approximately 40 minutes later, the team in 
the blind heard a truck pull up and park on the oppo-
site side of the river. The fishermen exited the ve-
hicle, grabbed a prebaited net and threw the net into 
the river. The net resembled the one found 50 yards 
away. Wardens initiated contact with the surprised 
fisher-men from both sides of the river. Multiple cita-

tions for illegal means and methods were filed. Cases 
pending.

--No Ducks on the Pond-- An employee with a mo-
bile home park contacted Harrison County Game 
Wardens to report 18 duck carcasses in the park 
dumpster. Following a lead from the property man-
ager, wardens identified and located the sus-pect. 
The suspect confessed that he attend-ed a guided 
duck hunt and accepted ducks from two other hunt-
ers without a wildlife resource document. Following 
the hunt, the suspect threw the ducks in the bed of 
his truck and traveled elsewhere for another hunt 
the next day. Back at home, the suspect said he no 
longer felt like cleaning the ducks and threw them in 
the park dumpster. Multiple citations and warnings 
were issued for failing to keep ducks in edible condi-
tion, possession of ducks without a wildlife resource 
document, violation of daily bag limit of lesser scaup 
and over the limit possession. Civil restitution pend-
ing.

Service Marine on Lake Fork
NOW IN THEIR 35th YEAR OF BUSINESS OFFERING “SERVICE FIRST”

WE WILL FLOAT YOUR BOAT WITH “BIG SAVINGS’
“BE READY FOR BIG FUN ON THE WATER”

Sales * Service
Installation

With Power-Pole
you can stop your
boat swiftly and 
silently with the 

touch of a button 
and keep your boat 

securely in place, 
even in heavy wind 

and current.

Certified Service Center
Mercury, Yamaha, Tohatsu

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909

visit us online at:
www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

2 Stroke Oil ~ Mercury & Yamaha
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TACKLE DONATIONS NEEDED
Rods, reels, tackle, and fishing-related equip-
ment are needed to support the High School 
Fishing Tackle Program sponsored by Lake 
Fork Sportsman’s Association. LFSA requests 
donations of new and used fishing articles that 
will be cleaned, assembled, and refurbished. 
Items will be further donated to area high 
school fishing teams.  
Call Terry Long, 214-206-7504 or Pat Kostial, 
619-379-6920 for more information or to ar-
range a donation.
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