LAKE FORK “The Big Bass Capital Of Texas”
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Carl Coulliette, Sterling, AK., landed this big hawg on his fly rod and
reel 11/5/25 while fishing Lake Fork with guide Whitt Smith. C.P.R.

Merry Chrisg

By Don Hampton

In 2025 Lake Fork
has come on stronger
than in previous years.
Not only has there
been greater catch quo-
tos but also healthier
and heavier bass being
caught.

In past years anglers
have questioned where
the grass has gone.

Tim Whatley caught this nice bass while fishing in November with
Lake Fork guide Randy Oldfield. C.P.R.

End of a Great Year on Lake Fork

That has not been in
question this year.
There is plenty of hy-
drilla to be found in the
lake and lilly pad areas
are easily found. All of
this just adds to the an-
gling experience.
This lake continues
to impress given the
number of boats that
crisscross it on a dai-
ly basis in search of

bass. Call it Mother
Nature smiling on this
healthy water. Call it
great management by
Texas Parks and Wild-
life. Call it the Lake
Fork Sportsman Asso-
ciation’s Live Release
Boat and their contin-
ued efforts at releasing
all the bass caught here

(See End of a Great Year..
Continued on Page 10)
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Ronnie from Plano, Texas was fishing Lake Suzy had a great day crappie fishing and Issac Crispin from Dallas, Texas was all smiles
Fork in November with guide Whitt Smith probably had a great fish fry after fishing with when he caught this Lake Fork hawg while

when he caught his personal best. C.P.R. guide Danny Holder. Released to the Grease. fishing with guide Whitt Smith. C.P.R.
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Doggie Play Areas - Golf Practice Area Concrete Boat Ramp

Want a Wonderful World?? Live Like Christians!!
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The Largest Lots on Lake Fork - Big 12°x 65’ RV Pads
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Through the Woods on These Scenic Trails
Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity,
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Have Fun on Your Electric Golf Carts
: Enjoy Looking at Many Deer and Other Wildlife
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Bubba Claus Sworn in to Replace Santa for East Texas Lake Areas

By: Bubba B. Tuff

Well boys and girls, Santa’s contract has been
renegotiated and it directly effects the East Tex-
as Lake Areas.

Due to the influx of new homeowners and the
overwhelming amount of tourism to the lake ar-
eas, Santa regrets to inform us he will no longer
be the bearer of good tidings. His contract has
been renegotiated by the State of Texas Fairies
and Elves Local 101.

Set forth in the new contract, Santa’s respon-
sibilities will no longer include the East Texas
lake areas. Cookie breaks will be shortened to
assure satisfactory work ethics and quality.

In a press release to “The Fisherman’s Guide
News”, sent out November 26, 2025, Santa’s
replacement was named. Everyone can rest as-
sured we will be in good hands. The replace-
ment for the East Texas lake areas will be his
third cousin, “Bubba Claus™!!

Bubba Claus is originally from the South Pole.
There he attended Equator High and went on to
further his education by attending night school
majoring in Chimney Dropping and Fire Safety.

“I share the same goal as my cousin Santa.
I will deliver toys to all the boys and girls in
the East Texas lake areas,” said Bubba Claus

Great Ways To Go *“0Out of Business™

Think Your Location is Your Best Advertisement;

in an interview with “The Fisherman’s Guide
News”!!

In the interview, to relieve concerned parents,
the differences in the method of delivery were
discussed at great length. Bubba Claus assured,
“Christmas would be bettern’ ever and jus’ dog-
gone good!”

The differences in delivery will include the
following:

*There will be no danger of a Grinch stealing
your Christmas. On Bubba’s sleigh he has a
loaded gun rack and a bumper sticker that reads:
“These toys insured by Smith and Wesson”.
*Instead of milk and cookies, Bubba Claus pre-
fers that children leave a Michelob Ultra Light,
fried crappie and hushpuppies on the fireplace
mantel.

*When Bubba Claus’s sleigh lands on your
roof, do not be alarmed by the sound of barking.
Bubba Claus’s sleigh will be pulled by floppy-
eared flying coon dogs instead of reindeer. (It
seems Santa once loaned Bubba his reindeer
and now Blitzen’s head overlooks Bubba’s fire-
place).

*No longer will you hear “On Comet, on Cu-
pid, on Donner, on Blitzen... instead in a south-
ern drawl you will hear, “Buedro, Jake, Snake,
Goober, Gomer les’ git ‘er done!”

*For that night only and for Bubba Claus only
the local speed limits will be waived. Also, in
accordance with local tradition, Bubba’s bum-
per will have a sticker on it saying “Made in
Texas by Texans, So Don’t Mess With Bubba!”
*Bubba Claus does not wear a belt. If the chil-
dren are present when he bends over to put the
presents under the tree, make sure they turn
their heads.

*Out of respect for Bubba, the traditional Christ-
mas songs like “Rudolph the Red Nose Rein-
deer” and “Santa Claus Is Coming to Town”
will be replaced by “Bubba Shot the Jukebox”
and “Grandma Got Ran Over By A Reindeer”!!
After extended negotiations, it was determined
by all agencies involved, Bubba Claus would
definitely fit and exceed the ‘slot’...thus he was
judged a “Keeper”!!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Practice Safe

Boating

Ve Fisdorman's Guide,

N Y

Wews Yaw Coaw Uase"

Don Hampton, Publisher/Owner

m Member Texas Community
MNewspaper Association

e Py ..r% Tewd Fose (Fane Toe, " 15 published monthly and
is available (ree through onr advertisers, area merchants, Cham-
bers of Commerce, and newsstands in the Mortheast Texas area.
All rights are reserved. Reproduction in whaole or in part withount
written consent is strictly prohibited.

We welcome manuscripts andfor photographs. Postagze must ac-
company all materials il relurn is reguired,

Any erronecus reflection upon the character, reputation or stand-
ingz of any individual or business will be corrected in the next editon
upon being called to the publisher's attention.

For ccond, articles, ot aduetiiding Tates cownincl:
"Fhe Pesdenmena's Geaide, Hews Foee (Fan T

538 Private Road 5861 « Yantis, Tx. 75497
Lalke Fork call Don: (903) 383-T748 or

Mobile: gﬂuﬁijﬁﬂ-ﬁf:lf:-:l Fax: (903) 383-7747

Frrre "t Avivrersive!
Think Evervone Knows the Services You Prowvide;
Irerre “r Aclvrertiver
Think Everyone Knows the Meorchandise You Canrrys
Frerpa 8 Avhverriver
Think Evervone Knows the Specials Yoo Hlave LListed;
Frezve 8 Aslvrerdivef
Think Evervone Knows When You Hawve A Sale; Do F Adverfise!
Think Tinwe at The Same Location Is Your Best Aaddvertiscmuents
rerrr 78 A rtive!
Think Evervone Knows You Flave Trained Scafr;
Frirpr "t Avlvrersive!

Dot Advertise When...

=T R
Paying CCustomer!
You Can’t Stand Money or Success?
s BERREN VO ARE 0T O BN NS
If You Are Thinking ...

You Would Like To Stay In Business Aod Need Morve Custormenrs,
Clicnts, Income, & Exposare:; Think Aboot Advertising In
The Fishhermnan's Gouide Yews—903-383-7748
Afrerall,..

This ot Your Adtention & Boasiness
Avdvertisinge & Promotion Is Tax Decdactible?

e ere 'y Vorer Aderreey ievr Srrepr 2

e-mail:|fishnewslakefork@gmail.com
Website: www.fishguidenews.com




Page 4

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

Thriving Fawns, Thriving Hunt: Texas Deer

To hunters, springtime in Texas is often viewed
as chasing turkeys through hot, humid weather, or
hangingup the firearm forafishingpole. For white-
tailed deer, spring represents a time for growth:
body growth, antler growthand population growth.

Texas began the growing season under wide-
spread drought in March, but most of the state
received much-needed rain in late spring.
Where it rained, plant growth boosted ant-
ler development in bucks and allowed does
to load up on calories for birth and nursing.
Rain came late to the Edwards Plateau and South
Texas, but while summer rainfall helped lower
temperatures and allowed for a late season green-
up that benefited fawn survival, it was too late to
greatlybenefitantlerdevelopmentinthoseregions.

The general deer season kicked off Nov. 1
and runs through Jan. 4, 2026, in the North
Zone and through Jan. 18, 2026, in the
South Zone, giving folks plenty of chances

to go from field to table with their harvest.
Hunters taking advantage of Texas public hunt-
ing lands must have an Annual Public Hunt-
ing Permit. It’s also important for public land
hunters to consult the Public Hunting Lands
Map Booklet to review regulations that may
apply to specific areas. The Texas Hunt & Fish
app can be used to complete on-site registra-
tion electronically at a public hunting area.
Ecoregion Highlights
The Cross Timbers in North Texas has
the second highest deer population in the
state and will offer hunters plenty of op-
portunities to  harvest mature  bucks.
Despite what seems like lasting spring drought
conditions, the Edwards Plateau is a great deer
hunting region for those looking for quality
animals. It consistently has the highest hunter
success rates in Texas. The catastrophic Hill
Country floods may have had local impacts
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Numbers Stay Strong

on fawns near river and stream channels, but
most deer were able to reach higher ground.
Post Oak Savannah hunters can expect a
great season of chasing mature bucks thanks
to good fawn survival in previous years.
In the Pineywoods, Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department (TPWD) biologists work
with landowners and timber companies to
restore and maintain quality deer habitat,
which has helped sustain deer populations.

White-tailed deer population growth in
the Rolling Plains in recent years has
made the area a hotbed for mature bucks,
and another great season is expected.
The South TexasPlainsareknown formaturebucks
with above-average antlers. For hunters looking
for a once-in-a-lifetime trophy, South Texas is
often seen as the premier big buck destination.
For a detailed white-tailed deer forecast by

(Continued on Next Page)
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Complete Re-Roofing
Metal Roofs for Manufactured
Homes

PLUS! We also do:

- General Construction and Repair
- Fencing
SLHE

303.34/.8484

CRE,
Bus,N"}’ TED

- Window Installation
- Window Replacement




December

ecological region, visit the White-tailed Deer
Management page on the TPWD website.
Good Habitat Management Cre-
ates Harvest Opportunities
For many landowners and hunters, deer man-
agement doesn’t begin when the season opens.
Healthy deer rely on good habitat and herd
management, as well as spring rains from
Mother Nature. By properly managing the
land throughout the year, landowners are set-
ting the stage for a successful deer season.
Antler growth is directly related to rainfall be-
tween April and June, and the improved habi-
tat that follows. This year, hunters should see
slightly above-average to average antler qual-
ity for most of the state. The Edwards Pla-
teau and South Texas should expect slightly
below-average to average antler quality since
they missed out on spring rain. The Piney-
woods, portions of the Post Oak Savannah and
Cross Timbers received timely spring rains
and should see above-average antler quality.

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

Much-needed summer rain and mild weath-
er helped more fawns survive this year.
Ranches that manage deer populations
through hunting and improving native habi-
tat will see steady improvements over time.

Protecting Texas Wildlife
Texansenjoyingtheoutdoorsarethefirstlineofde-
fense in protecting wildlife, livestock and humans
from diseases that could have devastating effects.
New World Screwworm

New World screwworms (NWS) are parasitic
flies that lay eggs in open wounds or moist body
parts, such as those located in the nostrils, eyes
or mouths, of live warm-blooded animals. These
eggs hatch into a type of parasitic larvae (mag-
gots) that only feed on living tissue, while other
species of fly larvae prefer dead or rotting tissue.
NWS larvae burrow or “screw’ into living tissue
with sharp mouth hooks, giving them a screw-like
appearance. Infested wounds quickly become in-
fected and, if left untreated, will kill the animal.

If you see LIVE animals with maggots, re-
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port it to your local TPWD wildlife biologist.
Early detection is key. Do not delay if you sus-
pect an NWS infestation. Reporting is crucial
to response efforts and the eradication of NWS.

For more information, Vis-
it https://tpwd.texas.gov/screwworm.
Chronic Wasting Disease

Landowners and hunters play an important role
in managing Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)
and can reduce its impact by managing popula-
tions, properly discarding unused carcass parts,
reporting sick deer and voluntarily testing.
Hunters are reminded to review the TPWD web-
site and Outdoor Annual app to review this year’s
season dates, bag limits and information about
proper carcass disposal. Hunters following these
regulations are allowed to debone carcasses to help
prevent the accidental spread of wildlife diseases.

More information about carcass dispos-
al regulations, voluntary sampling, check
station dates and hours of operations can
be found on TPWD’s CWD web page.

PATRIOT RV PARK A&
ON LAKE FORK /g

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY!

*Tent Camping

% 903.385.3334

< lakefork@patriotrvparks.com
& patriotrvparks.com

* Easy In & Out Deep Water Access Boat Ramp
* 3 Boat Ramps * Fishing Pier * Boat Storage

*Wi-Fi & Internet TV for Motel, Cottage & Bunkhouse
*Daily, Weekly & Monthly Long-Term RV Sites Available

845 CR 1987
Yantis TX 75497

-
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“Full

By Whitt Smith

Steam Head!

Here we go full steam ahead into Big Bass Sea-
son! Some of the best times to catch the Bass of
your dreams is rapidly approaching. If you can
tolerate the temperature and dress appropriately,

get the net ready. You can be rewarded with big
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Nasty character
5. Worthless people
9. Whale ship captain
13, Sword
14, Alders
16. Captain of Yemen
17. Throw
18. Midriff
19. Adam and Eve’s third son
20. Anything goes
23. Gazes -
24, French river
25. Needlefish
26. Most scrabbly
31. Free from danger
34. Athapaskan language
35. After B
36. Turkish leader title
37. Having a cheerless aspect or
disposition

CLUES DOWN

1. Cried

2. Meonfish

3. Put back to zero

4. Communities

5. Twain character

6. Caste

7. One

8. Hasty pudding

9. St. Francis of ____
10. A complex red organic pig-

ment containing iron

11. Opposed to a policy
12. Thailand

15, Vascular tissues
21. Malaysian Isthmus
22. Ancient kingdom
26. A Finnish steam bath
27. Strays
28. Resound
29. Shed
30. Turner and Williams

38. Expressed pleasure

40. Mongrel

41. Supernatural beings

42. Befools

43, Flour

45. School organization

47. Annoy

48. In a way, decays

51. Bassoon, et al.

57. The content of cognition

58. Coal tar product

59. Harelike rodent of the
pampas of Argentina

60. A spore-producing structure

61. Adult male of a wild or
domestic duck

62. An individual unit

63. __ gate, lengthen

64. Fastener

65. King bolete, mushroom

31. Pouches

32. Chills and fever

33. Raise

34. Momentarily

37. Condescended

39. Withouth practical purpose or
intention

41. Jai__, sport

44, Estabhshed by law

45. Cropped

46, Male cat

48. _ Jong, writer

49. Related on the mother’s side

50. Type of bacteria

51. Become aware

52. Graven image

53. He fiddled

54. Small acid gritty- -textured
fruit

55. Czar

56. Identical

Answers on Page 21
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bites and low fishing pressure this month. I’ve
had back to back guide trips in December that
produced 10 Ib plus Bass.

Lures I have rigged up this month are a Jerkbait,
“deep” jerkbait, lipless Crankbait, A-Rig, shal-
low Crankbait, mid-depth Crankbait, Flippin’
jig and the ever versatile swim jig in different
weights.

Wood/ rock cover, any green grass left and creek
channel bends are what I like to target. As it gets
colder, bass prefer to move more vertically than
moving long distances horizontally. They’ll tend
to rise as the Sun comes out and the surface temp
and Shad rise up.

Creek channel swing banks will begin to be a
player in locating Bass, so study Topo and graph
maps for these areas to target. Main bridge py-
lons can hold suspended bass looking to feed on
Crappie and bait present, also.

I hope you get a chance to experience December

Jamie’s Restaurant

271 CR 1558 * Alba, TX., 903-765-2087

Located at Lake Fork Marina
New Owner * New Attitude

Great Service * Great Food

Breakfast Served Until

11A.M.
Salad Bar

Daily Lunch Specials

Large Menu Selection

Sunday 5 A.M. ~ 2 P.M.

Sandwiches * Burgers
Fish * Steaks

& Much More!!
Open Mon ~Sat.5AM. ~9 PM.
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bassin’ for Bigs on Lake Fork. Be sure to book
a room and help support our great selection of
lodging options, restaurants/ food trailers and the
great tackle shops. We are fortunate to have them
all.

I offer Full and Half Day and Extended Half
Day trips and gift certificates for either one.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

If you would like
gt
PISHERIAS

CYIDR s
Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative’s
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)
For Only §35,

Daily

Send check or
Money Order
Name & Address to:

The Fisherman’s
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

72497
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The Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD) reveals the winners of this
year’s Big Time Texas Hunts (BTTH).
TPWD notified the 14 winners of their ran-
dom selection from the pool of 162,421 en-
tries, which raised more than $1.46 million
to support wildlife research, habitat manage-
ment and public hunting across the state. The
BTTH projects webpage lists specific examples
of how the funds support TPWD’s mission.
“Big Time Texas Hunts continues to be an impor-
tant conservation fundraiser for TPWD, and we
greatly appreciate the support of our Texas hunt-
ers who purchase entries each year,” said Kelly
Edmiston, TPWD public hunting coordinator. “If
a hunter 1s lucky enough to win, they will experi-
ence the hunt of a lifetime. If they don’t win, they
can feel good knowing the funds from their entry
go directly to wildlife conservation and public

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”
Big Time Texas Hunts Winners Announced
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access projects on public hunting lands in Texas.”
Raymon Hedges, Anchorage, Alaska won the
Trans-Pecos Aoudad Adventure, a challeng-
ing free-range hunt with professional guides
for a mature male ram in the Chihuahuan Des-
ert. A portion of the proceeds from this hunt
goes directly to desert bighorn sheep restora-
tion and research efforts. Hunting aoudad posi-
tively impacts bighorn sheep by lowering the
number of competitors and reducing the spread
of disease and grazing pressure on the habitat.
Winners from other categories include:
* Big Time Bird Hunt — Neil Haile, Corinth
* Exotic Safari — Robert Murrow, Round Rock
* @Gator Hunt — Gerard Contreras, Webster
*Nilgai Antelope Safar --
Edward Carpenter, Centerville
* Premium Buck Hunt—Logan Thomas, Henrietta
* Texas Grand Slam — Matthew Bridges, Elkhart

*  Trans-Pecos Aoudad Adventure -
Raymon  Hedges, @ Anchorage,  Alaska
* Ultimate Mule Deer Hunt
— Thomas Tietjen, Caldwell

* Whitetail Bonanza—Dudley Lampley, Yoakum;
Roy Garza, Humble; Larry Carollo, Bellville; Pat-
rick Huitt, Sugarland; Guy Rodgers, Mansfield
* Wild Hog Adventure — Dylan Henson, Bonham
“We want to congratulate the winners but also
thank all the hunters who bought an entry, and
the outfitters and TPWD wildlife biologists
who created and implement the hunts,” said
Janis Johnson, TPWD marketing manager.

Entries for next year’s Big Time
Texas Hunts go on sale May 15.
Big Time Texas Hunts is made possible with sup-
port from Toyota and the Texas Bighorn Society.

_
aﬂexg-.n;ieh.

308 E Coke Rd

MWMeat Mankict
903-342-0300
Winnsboro, TX
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Custom Smoking For The Holidays
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On Your Property.
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At Alexander Meat Market.
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Call: Donnie 903-975-5849
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Moon

Report”

Fork’s December Crappie

By Terri Moon

Early December often
starts with water temps
hanging in the low 60’s,
especially after a mild
stretch of weather. This
is a prime window, be-
cause crappie are in full
transition mode — leav-
ing fall patterns but not
fully settled into deep
winter structure. This
can be some of the best
fishing of the month.

These are some of the
areas that consistently
hold fish during the low
60 degree phase, be-
fore the lake makes its
final temperature drop
into the 50’s. Mid depth
timber along creek
edges or slight drop
offs — they’ll suspend
8-12 ft. in 16-24 ft. of
water. Also check sec-
ondary points leading
into major creeks. Look
for scattered stump
lines or isolated timber
in 12-18 ft. of water.
Brush piles in 16-24 ft.
should also produce.
Next check bridges and
mid-depth pilings, espe-
cially when water temps
hover around 60-62 de-
grees. They can be hold-
ing anywhere between
12-20 ft. depending on
the time of day. As the
water temps drop to the
50’s — you’ll find the
crappie will go deeper

to that 15-25 ft. down iﬁ

25 to 40 ft. of water.

Once the lake cools into
the upper 50’s, crappie
begin to settle into their
true winter patterns.
Then I’1l shift my focus
to deeper brush piles
in 18-28 ft., standing
timber in 22-30 ft., and
deep creek channels —
looking for suspended
schools. This is where
livescope earns its keep.
Winter crappie aren’t
scattered — they group
up tight. Winter crappie
prefer a slower, more
controlled presentation.
Most days, the key is
to hold the bait as still
as possible — just above
the fish’s eye level.
When they want it, they
will ease up and thump
it. Sometimes they hit it
on the fall, other times
you practically have
to hold the bait still on
their nose. But, once the
school turns on it can

go from zero to wide-
open in minutes.

The color baits that
have been producing
in hand tied are Skip-
pers black/chartreuse,
white/chartreuse, and
pink/chartreuse in 1/16
or 1/8 oz. In soft baits
like Thermacline Mon-
key milk, or any shad
colored bait have been
producing. Don’t hesi-
tate to change up the
color of your bait — it
can make a difference
depending on light con-
ditions and water clar-
ity. One minor change
can make all the dif-
ference!

I want to send a sin-
cere thank you to eve-
ryone who fished with
me on Lake Fork this
year. Sharing the boat
with each of you —
friends, family, and
longtime customers

(See Fork’s Crappie..
Continued on Page 26)
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Lake Fork Sportsman Association Needs You!

By Don Hampton

The Lake Fork Sports-
mans Association con-
tinually cares for the
prosperity on this great
reservoir. For the past
26 years they have done
an excellent job in se-
curing the longevity of
Lake Fork. From the
Live Release Boat mak-
ing sure all bass in the
tournaments are released
back in the lake in good
health, to grass rejuvena-
tion, placing manmade
structure, placing fish at-

tractors and habitat and
much more. This orga-
nization is made up of
members that volunteer
their time and energy to
the preservation of our
great reservoir. These
individuals do not do
this out of obligation but
instead out of a sincere
love and care for Lake
Fork.

They all want to see our
reservoir  prosper, not
just for the present but
for future generations.

If you are not a mem-
ber but love fishing Lake

Fork, have a home here,
a business, or a guide on
the lake, go look in the
mirror and ask yourself
why you are not a mem-
ber. If you are just here to
take all the money you
can off this lake and not
give a little of your time
back to the preservation
of this great reservoir;
to my way of thinking
you are just selfish and
greedy. Also you have
no consideration for our
lake. If you wish to talk
about this, call me 903-
360-6994

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17
South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”
2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479

Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,

2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,
New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel « RV Park « Guide Serves « Boat Ramp
Boat Storage Units $45/mo.

Visit Us Online www.gofishfork.com

903-474-7479
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GoFishLures@gmail.com
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Open 7 Days a Week
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GoFish Cafe* Breakfast Served To 3p.m.
Serving Great Meals
Mon. - Sat. 6a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 6 am. - 2 p.m.
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GnFlsh Boat Storage
Best Boat Storage at Lake Fork

Visit online: www.gofish-lures.com
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in tournaments back into this great reser-
voir in good health to be caught another time.
But whatever you do, fish Lake Fork early and
often.

In the Mega Bass Tournament put on by Bass-
Champs there were 8 over the slot bass brought
to the weigh-in with a 9.88-pound being the
heaviest. In the 20th Annual Legend of Lake

TK ROOFING REPAIR & COATING SYSTEMS
22 Years in Business
Located in Yantis, Texas
All Commercial Roofing Systems
All Roof Coatings
Residential Repair Services

Free Estimates

Tim Lambert @ 214-395-1100

email: tim.lambert63@verizon.net
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End of a Great Year on Lake ForkK (couimeasiom page 1

Fork there were 9 over the slot bass brought to
the scales. Four of these were in the 10-pound
weight range from 10.27-pounds to 10.98-pounds
and an 11.27 was the heaviest to win in the tour-
nament. In the Skeeter Owners Tournament there
wer 17 over the slot brought to the scales with the
heaviest weighing 10.04-pounds. In the 39th An-
nual Sealy Outdoors Tournament there were 31

over the slot weighed
in with a 10.83-pounds
being the heaviest in
the tournament. In the
Berkley Tournament
there were five bass
over the slot brought
to the scales with a
9.48-pound bass being
the heaviest weighed

December

in during the tournament. The heaviest under
the slot winning in this tournament was a bass
weighing 3.13-pounds.

These are all documented proven facts. The
amazing progress Lake Fork is showing is the
weights of under the slots brought to the weigh-
ins. In previous years anglers would bringina 1.5
to 1.99-pound bass and expect a check. This year
some of the tournaments you had a 2.28-pound
bass knocked out of the pay range. Most re-
cently the weights under the slot have ranged
from 2.50-pounds and up to the 3-pounds. These
facts show that this great reservoir is coming on
strong.

One fact is obvious to anglers fishing Lake Fork
is that she is thriving and if you want to catch
that bass of a lifetime this is the place.

Lake Fork is known as “The Big Bass Capital of
Texas” and always will be.

Danny Holder
Lake Fork Guide Service

Licensed Professional Guide
Offering:
Full/Half Day Trips
Individual or Corporate
Trips
Bass * Crappie * Catfish

903-638-3913

TMINHOW BUCKET '
- MARIGA

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-242
~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber
, ~N *Samantha * Lexie * Reygan

AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER
FAST « FRIENDLY. SPEEDY « REPAIRS & SERVICE

“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”
New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort « Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner

903-850-4477
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Rebuilding an El Paso Icon: Wyler Aerial Tramway Project Moves Forward

The long-awaited rebirth of one of El Paso’s
most beloved landmarks is underway, thanks to
the steadfast support of the Texas Legislature.
With $27 million in state funding secured, the
Wyler Aerial Tramway at Franklin Mountains
State Park is on track to once again carry visitors
to the top of Ranger Peak, where they can take in
panoramic views of two countries and three states.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
(TPWD), in partnership with the Camino Real
Regional Mobility Authority (RMA), has begun
Phase I construction, funded through $20 mil-
lion in legislative appropriations over the past
three sessions. This phase will deliver expanded
parking, improved accessibility, upgraded re-
strooms, and new visitor amenities, laying the

otorGuide ML

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS *

trolling motors.

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS *

s  Fishfinders,

I you den't stand behind sar Troops,

FRONT OF THEMT or needs repair.

9!1]3 383 3232+ AUHGRIZEDDE&LER

ek Continental

Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether itbea
bent shaft, an electrical problem in your motor, water in the lower unit,
a cable Issue, or you just need a part, our experienced tech will

you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized MotorGui
Service Center. We also do repalrs on Minnkota and all other makes
and models of trolling motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models o

Authorized Lowrance Electronics Service Center.
We also sell Lowrance Electromics products, such

transducers, anad

on the product), and supported for an additional three
I— gy g by the Lowrance 5-Year Advantage Program, which
R Mows castomvers to upgrade to the latest technology, at a

PLEASE FEEL FREETOSTAMDIN  discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails

groundwork for a completely reimagined ex-
perience at the base of the Franklin Mountains.

In the most recent 2025 legislative session,
lawmakers approved an additional $7 million
to jump-start Phase II, which will include con-
struction of a modern tramway system, visitor
center, aerial station, and expanded trails and
facilities. The Texas Parks and Wildlife Founda-
tion (TPWF) will lead a private fundraising ef-
fort to raise an additional $5—7 million in phil-
anthropic support to help complete Phase II.
“On behalf of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Com-
mission, I want to extend our deep gratitude to
the Texas Legislature and the El Paso legislative
delegation for their unwavering commitment to
this community and to this project,” said Texas

B & T T E R I E &

INSTALLATIONS

INSTALLATIONS

RCCESEOT e,

Parks and Wildlife Commission Chairman Paul
Foster. “The legislature’s investment ensures
that this iconic attraction—so loved by genera-
tions of El Pasoans—will rise again. The Wyler
Aerial Tramway connects us not only to the gran-
deur of the Franklin Mountains, but also to the
sense of pride that comes with being a Texan.”

TPWD Executive Director David Yoskowitz,
Ph.D., praised the collaboration that has brought
the project to this point. “This is what partner-
ship looks like—state leadership, local support,
and private philanthropy all coming together
for the people of Texas,” Yoskowitz said. “The
Wyler Aerial Tramway is more than an engineer-
ing feat; it’s a symbol of how Texans work to-

(See Rebuilding an El Paso.. Continued on Page 21)

“Established In

1996”

Fridays &
Saturdays

4:00 pm - 9:00 pm
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Rainbow Trout Stocking Returns to Texas Waters

Just in time for the holiday season, rainbow
trout arrives at waterbodies across the state for
the annual Texas winter tradition of trout fish-
ing. Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
(TPWD) will begin stocking thousands of rain-
bow trout Nov. 26, the day before Thanksgiving.

It doesn’t take a lot of sophisticated fishing
equipment to reel in a rainbow trout. They can be
caught using simple, light tackle or hand-tied flies
on a fly rod. However, anglers should keep an ar-

(gf“_ REEL INN AND LODGE

REEL INN & LODGE
ozy, Themed Rooms with

903'878'2277(BASS) Lake Fork Fish Decor

2784 Highway 154 - FREE Wi-Fi-Pet Friendly
Quitman, TX 75783 - less than a mile from Lake Fork

Reelinnandlodge.com

ray of baits and lures nearby as well as ice to keep
trout fresh. Rainbow trout are an attractive, tasty
fish, and anglers can easily find recipes online.

“TPWD is proud to continue the tradition of
bringing rainbow trout to waters across Texas,”
said Neil Pugliese, TPWD rainbow trout program
director. “Our annual stocking program is de-
signed to make fishing accessible and enjoyable
for everyone from seasoned anglers to families
casting aline for the very firsttime. It’s about more
than fishing; it’s about creating opportunities to
connect with nature and build lasting memories.”

TPWD plans to stock 335,048 rainbow trout
in Texas from Nov. 26 to March 6. Because
rainbow trout are unable to survive in most ar-
eas of Texas after winter due to the warm wa-
ter temperatures, anglers are encouraged to
keep up to their daily bag limit of five trout.

Exceptions exist within special trout man-
agement zones on the Guadalupe River down-

stream of Canyon Lake, which often remains
cool enough for rainbow trout to survive year-
round. This portion of the Guadalupe Riv-
er is recognized as one of the top 100 trout
streams in the nation and is considered the
southernmost trout stream in North America.

Fishing for rainbow trout on Texas rivers and
streams is popular among anglers. In addition
to stocking the Guadalupe River downstream of
Canyon Lake, TPWD also stocks rainbow trout
in the Brazos River downstream of Possum King-
dom Lake, portions of the Frio and South Llano
rivers, and in the Clear Fork of the Trinity River.

Other stocking locations include dozens of lo-
cal city- and county-managed park ponds and
the newly renovated Lake Zebco and Centex
and Strike King ponds at the Texas Freshwa-
ter Fisheries Center. Although trout stockings

(See Rainbow Trout Stocking Returns.......
Continued on Page 20)

, [ ake Fork
Boal & Min: Slorage

1026 E.

75440

Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69)
Emory, TX

boolk.bestweslern.com

Best
Western

PLUS

Boat Storage Mini Storage
12 x 24 5x10 ]
12 x 28 10 x 10 Premluzr r?ﬂms El;ﬂd
amenities including:
12 x 29 10 x 20 Banquet Room
12x30 Swimming Pool and
Hot Tub,
TO LL FREE 1'833'TXSTORAGE El-lﬂi[lfﬁﬂ a“d Fitﬂfﬁﬂ _
1-833-897-8672 Center and Boat 88
Parking.
Located at

www.BoatStorage.Rent

FM 515 and US 69
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New Design for Horned Lizard License Plate Celebrates 25 Years of Conservation Funding

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s
(TPWD) newly redesigned horned lizard con-
servation license plate is now available for
purchase, in recognition of the 25th anniver-
sary of the horned lizard plate and the Con-
servation License Plate Program (CLPP).
Earlier this year, thousands of participants vot-
ed for the design they liked best from among
three potential designs. The new design was the
heavy favorite and is a photograph of a horned
lizard in the wild, which was donated by award-
winning wildlife photographer Hector Astorga.

“The Texas horned lizard is an iconic Texas
critter,” said Richard Heilbrun, TPWD Wild-
life Conservation Program director. “Just tough
enough and just endearing enough to represent
our people, our wildlife and our wild places.
Unfortunately, we don’t have as many horned
lizards as we used to, but TPWD is trying to
fix that through conservation projects, which

are partially funded by the sale of this plate.”
Money raised from license plate sales fund
projects that help protect native species and
their habitats. In addition to the horned liz-
ard, other species benefitting include bumble-
bees and other pollinators, Texas tortoises,
alligator snapping turtles and a long list of
mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and
plants. Learn more at conservationplate.org.
“Since its debut 25 years ago, the conservation
plate program has generated more than $12.7
million in revenue for conservation,” said Ja-
nis Johnson, TPWD marketing manager. “Even
after all of these years, the horned lizard plate
is still the fan favorite and the highest-selling
plate, having contributed more than $5.4 mil-
lion to conservation. With the plate redesign,
we hope to freshen its look and attract new
customers who are wild about nature and want
to support wildlife conservation in Texas.”

In addition to the horned lizard, other plate de-
signs in TPWD’s family of plates include the
monarch butterfly, rattlesnake and hummingbird,
which benefit nongame wildlife; white-tailed
deer and bighorn sheep plates benefit big game
management; camping and bluebonnet plates
benefit state parks; largemouth bass and Texas
rivers benefit fisheries; and the roadrunner plate
benefits nature tourism and habitat conservation.

To buy the horned lizard plate or one of the
other 10 conservation license plates avail-
able, visit www.conservationplate.org or your
local county tax assessor-collector’s office.

The plates are available for vehicles, trailers
and motorcycles and cost just $30 per year, with
$22 going directly to TPWD-sponsored con-
servation projects. Buyers do not have to wait
until they receive a renewal notice, they can or-
der at any time, and the cost will be pro-rated.

BOAT RAMP !
BOAT SLIPS !

BEST TACKLE STORE ON FORK !

e

SHIMANO

””ﬂﬂlfs T 0”
Megabass®
 KEITECH S4/N9Ne

OPTIMUM BAI'TS

deps=

SINCE 719817

RESTAURANT
TACKLE STORE
MOTEL WATERFRONT
RV PARK DINING !
TEXAS
PARKS &
WILDLIFE
MLF HOST SITE ! WEIGH
2020 & 20221 STATION !

\ONLY AT OAK RIDGEY

2949 W. HIGHWAY 154 - QUITMAN TX 75783 - (903) 878-2529
www.oakridgemarina.com

@oakridgemarina

BEST RESTAURANT ON THE LAKE !

REMODELED |
ROOMS !
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~ Since 1984 ~
MARINE
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~Since 1984 ~
SARTIN

| x .. xess boats

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2025 iKon, Bullet
Falcon, Xpress, Veranda or a quality used boat!

www.sartinmarine.com

FINANCING AVAILABLE - CERTIFIED MECHANICS. 1

Ask About Our Service Specials R i
903-383-7726 Toll Free 866-920-8331 _SERVICE ONALL MAKES

OPEN TUES. ~ SAT. & MODELS
AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES: AUTHORIZED '
DEALER FOR: GARMIN * HUMMINBIRD * MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA - “.

MERGURV”@YAMAHA GARMII:L ssuzukl 290 FM 1567 WEST
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Danny Craig from Grants Pass, OR., was fish- Ernest Khoury was fishing Lake Fork with Bill Conley from Southlake, TX was ﬁShlng
ing Lake Fork with guide Whitt Smith when guide Randy Oldfield when he caught this Lake Fork with guide Whitt Smlth when he
he caught this hawg. C.P.R. hawg. C.P.R. caught this nice bass. C.P.R.

— rOLATSU 714 S Main St.

Quitman, TX 75783
m n 903-763-58R9

COMm

BLAZER /m
BOAT DEALER'. ’

\‘ Envi= vdmuhs
— Boat New Life

REPOWER NOW

&> MERCURY

GO BOLDLY:

= ATEYRY Platinum Elite Stocking — 1
16+ PERGORMANCEROMTS W Loose Engines Dealer SHALLOW WATER F4 PRO HULL
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All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome
Mayvy 15, 16,17, 2026

$180.000 = v sre

B;my‘?rfﬂ o “The Wish to Fish Foundation”
Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764
Gramd Priges Include:
$40,000 For the Heaviost Bass Over The Slot
$30,000 For the Heaviest Under The Slot, $20,000 Early Incentive Draw
(Barly Entries Only, Received Before April 30. 2026 and mmst be present to win)
11 Places Paid Hourly: 1st - S600 * 2nd - $400 * 3rd - $300 * 4th - 5200 * 5th - 3175
6th - $150 * 7th - $135 = 8th - $125 * 9th - $115 = 10th - $110 * 1st Out of 10th $100 GC

BONUS T-SHIET HOUR EVEREY HOUR OF THE TOURNAMENT
For More Information Call: 903-360-6993 or 903-360-6994 Email: fishnewslakefork@gmail.com
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork’

By Dianne Spradling, President

As this year draws to a close I want to say
thank you to the members of the Lake Fork
Sportsman’s Association for their hard work
on the live release boat and raffle sales. We had
a great year with lots of fun and good times.

We also want to wish everyone A VERY
MERRY CHRISTMAS, HAPPY NEW YEAR
AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS.

We are looking forward to having a great year
next year with several new projects around
the lake and lots of good fellowship with our
members.

We are still accepting new and used fishing
tackle and lures for our High School Tackle
Program. If you have anything you would like
to donate, please give us a call or email us.

Now the ability to join the association is on
our website at Lakeforksportsmansassocia-
tion.com. Check us out.

Don’t forget to come out to our monthly
general meetings at Jamie’s Restaurant. The

meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of each month
and starts at 6:30 pm. Quite a few of us show
up about 5:30 and eat a great dinner. There will
not be a meeting in December replaced with
the membership dinner. In January 2026 our
meeting will be held on Thusday January 8th.

If you have any questions or concerns
please email us at Lakeforksportsmansasso-
ciation@gmail.com or feel free to email me at
Di61462@icloud.com or call my cell number
at 214-794-2340. We hope to see you soon.

La:_{te Fo rl-:,

&7 SERES S
Rods, reels, tackle, and fishing-related equi
ment are needed to support the High Schoo
Fishing Tackle Program sponsored by L
Fork Sportsman’s Associatiom. LFSA
gquests donatioms of mew and unsed fishd
articles that will be cleaned, assembled, am
refurbished. Items will be further donated ©
area high school fishing teams.

Call Terry Long, 214-206-7504 or Pat Ko
tial, 619-37T9-6920 for more information or t
arrvange a donation.

E ;.'m'i‘ﬁ'iﬂ.mmmr e

For the past 27 years Lake Fork Sportsman’s
Association has been Preserving the Legend
that is Lake Fork with their Live Release
Boat at tournaments releasing catches back
healthy in the lake, planting new grasses, and
establishing fish habitat.

Lake Fork
Sportsman’S

ASSOCIATION
Phreseneing Tie Legond
Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each
month beginning at 6:30 pm at
Jamie’s Restaurant off Hwy. 17N

"Wish To Fish
Foundation'

Needs Your Hel

If vou know a family that has a child that 2%
meets our criteria, just frave them call us.
We'll take over from there!

" Becanse eveny

1!

B ) [E TR ]

Help U&S The Word!

cltiled dexerves a clrance do fisht"™
¥

" Every child deserves a chance to fish!" Children dicagnosed or who hiave exper mnceré' it !He-rfsfememng ifness or ae-
cident sometimes do not have that apporiiioe. Now through the "Wish to Fish Foundation™ they can have that day
in the swn with their familv. Any family with a child between the ages 3 to 18 vears of age that has been diagnosed or
treated for a fife-threatening fllness or accidernt is invited (o come fish Lake Fork for any species of fish at NO COST!
Lodoing, meals, and fishing are provided for, Tiis aflows the family to spend quality time together fishing without wor-
ries or expenses. The outing includes one night lodging, meals, refresfiiments, snacks, afl on a 26' Tritoon Pontoon,
{accompanied with a 9-1-1 clhase boat for any emergency that may occur. Al bait and fishing equipment provided, If
you are, or know of a family that meets the above criteria, contact us! Help us spread the word, we are here for the

cliffdren!

For Scheduling or More Info Contact: Don Hampiton, Founder & Program Director
visit our website: www.wishtofishfoundation.com
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FISHERMAMNS IMNM
2033 West 5H 154
Duiitman, TX 75783
HLF-ETR-Z137

Martins

Familly Cramed & Opernted
Lk, Hox 653

v lalke For klishe ermansinm, o
CARIN RENTALS « RV PAREK

Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529

Replicas ~ $20 per inch
Ducks ~ $425

Lake Fork
S5

Sportsman
ASSOCIATION

Prescreing The Legewd

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each
month beginning at 6:30 pm

Family Owned & Operated
with four locations to serve you:

Quitman ‘Winnsboro

903, 342 5303

 903.763.5020

24 hour Service Credit Terms Availabl
Monte Coleman's

DISCOUNT BAIL

BONDS

Quitman, Texas * 407 Stephens
Right Across From Wood County Jail
Fast & Honrest Service

(903) 763-4844
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Lake Fork Tournament

Schedule Dec. thru Feb.

#% December #®

Dec. 6 ~ JC Outdoors
Championship & Dinner
$2K AOY
TOP 5 BONUS PAYOUT
Minnow Bucket

January

Nov. 8 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

™

#% February &%

Feb. 28 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

Jamie’s

Restaurant
“My Ob Msy The Pie”

903 765-2087

oy ~Slout

Outdoor Staining & Painting
DECKS + DOCKS » PATIOS » PORCHES

i : < Pressure Washing Available...
{ (!: RVs Honmes, Vinyl, Brick, Concrete, Etc.
+ Good Work + Fair Prices

" 903.782-5699
-

SCENIC

Quitman, TX 75783

CABINS

8372 W. FM 515 Yantis, TX 75497

903-383-7885

East Texas Optical, Inc.
2476 West Highway 154 + Quitman, TX.,
903-878-2451 or 800-142-8266

pen: Mon. ~ Fri. 9 A M. -6 P

Saturday ~ 9 AM. - 1 P.M.
Paul Bacon
Physi col Thempisl

Fisscaibcregy

908 E. Levmon 51, She. 101
Ennonry. TK T5440

PO} LATH-D4TE
Fax (9031473-31 70
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Rainbow Trout Stocking Returns to Texas Waters (couincason page 12

take place at numerous locations in Texas, TP-
WD’s Neighborhood Fishin’ program provides
a unique experience for families and new an-

glers to catch a fish in and around major cities.

TPWD manages 18 Neighborhood Fishin’ lakes
statewide in most major urban centers, includ-
ing Amarillo, Austin, the Dallas-Fort Worth me-
troplex, Houston, San Angelo, San Antonio and
Wichita Falls. These lakes — frequently stocked
with rainbow trout during winter — offer plenty
of amenities so family members of all ages can
enjoy a fun and relaxing day fishing and con-
necting in nature. Other stocking locations in-
clude dozens of local city and county park ponds.

In addition, anglers can enjoy complementary
fishing without a license in a Texas state park
from a bank, dock or pier. TPWD recommends
anyone planning a trip to a state park reserves
a day pass in advance especially during busy
times like weekends and holidays. Day passes
can be reserved online though the TPWD web-

['M NICER
WHEN |
GETTO

903-473-8784 « 306 PR 7332 « Emory, TX., 75440

Hwy. 515 to Ralns CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles
v Cabins « Sleeps 3
Aminities Include Direct TV
Microwave « Coffee Pot
 Mini-fridge
Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~ Sleeps 6

RV Sites o Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups
Annual « Monthly « Weekly « Overnight
Covered Pavilion « Restrooms
Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station

Boat Ramp
Playground For The
Children

'IIE THINKING

ABOUT ME

site or over the phone by calling (512) 389-8900.

Texas does not require a fishing license for
youth under the age of 17, but adults must have a
fishing license with a freshwater fishing endorse-
ment. Funds from the sale of fishing licenses and
freshwater fishing endorsements directly sup-
port efforts by TPWD to provide great fishing
opportunities for current and future generations.

An angler fishing in a Community Fishing
Lake or from a dock, pier or jetty within a Texas
State Park may use no more than two poles. The
statewide bag limit is five trout with no mini-
mum length limit, except on parts of the Gua-
dalupe River where special limits are in effect.

The dates and locations are subject to change
due to inclement weather or other unforeseen
circumstances. Be sure to check the 2025-
26 Trout Stocking Schedule online before
going fishing to confirm the stocking date,
check fishing regulations and to find other
winter trout stocking program angling tips.

The Fisherman’s Guide News
Our email has changed it is now
fishnewslakefork@gmail.com
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gether to make great
things happen.”

Originally construct-
ed in 1959 by El Paso
broadcaster Karl Wyler
and donated to TPWD
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RebUIldlng an El PaSO ICOIl (Continued from Page 11) e i

to visitors from across
Texas and beyond.”
When complete, the
reimagined Wyler
Aerial Tramway will
feature a new, state-

sibility, and enhanced
visitor amenities—all
designed to honor the
site’s  history while
Inspiring new genera-

_. MUSTANG
RESORT

-~ Motel, Marina,
R.%. Park and

Professional

tions to experience the

in 1997, the tramway of-the-art tram sys- rugged beauty of West
quickly became one tem, improved acces- Texas from above.
of El Paso’s top at- = — —

tractions, welcoming Just The Right Answers
more than 40,000 visi- Sponsored By:

tors annually before Wish To Fish Foundation

it closed in 2018 due L903-360-6994 www.wishtofishfoundation.com

to safety concerns. |[W|O|R M sl clulm AlH|als
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Director of the Texas ||ala|als ol ol ul m alalnlelo
Parks and Wildlife C|U|R A|lE| Ol N| s clo| bl s
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back a landmark that
means so much to the
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There are 14 football terms hidden throughout the
scrambled puzzle below. See how many you can find
and circle. The words go horizontally and vertically,
backward and forward.
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CGruide Service
ocated on Beautiful Lz Fork’s Little hustang
Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautitul 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat
Parking * Comtoriably Decorated in Fostic Cedar
W 2 Tull-Sized Beds * Cable TV & WIIKT
¥ Refrigerater ® Coffec Malier
® Individual Heating & Air Conditioning
# Electronic Security Gate
Itv7s Dailv WeekvyMonchly/Annoally

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store ¥ Tackle * Bait * Fax

S07 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 754110)

Call: (203) 705-2548 Fax: (203)7065-3089

Email; mustangi@ltexascellnet.com
Yisit on the web: www.musianeresorit.com

First National Bank
of East Texas

Together, We're Better

Welcome
All Visitors

& Anglers To Lake Fork
And The Area

First National Bank of East Texas
417 South Main 1947 FM 2946
Quitman, Texas 100 NW Loop 564 Emory, Texas

903-763-4545 903-474-8055

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

www.fnbetx.com Member

“Branches of First National Bank g m o=
Of East Texas, Gilmer” FDIC

=r

CENDER
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By " afpm

Hwy. 154

Yantis, TX 75497
(903) 309-8465

GoFishLures@gmail.com
Large Selection of Baits & Tackle

Open 7 Days a Week
6a.m.~ 6y

GoFish Cafe* Brealdfast To3p.m.
Serving Great Meals
Mon. - Sat. 6a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 6 am. -2 p.m.

= — e T —
B ¥ - -
= . i

GoFish Boat Stuﬁge
Best Boat Storage at Lake Fork
Visit online: www.gofish-lures.com

The following items
are compiled from re-
cent Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department
law enforcement re-
ports.

—-Off the Road Again—-
An  Amarillo district
game warden was pa-
trolling in Potter County
after dark when he was
notified about an injured
individual who had been
“run over” by an all-ter-
rain vehicle. The warden
responded immediately.
He found one adult male
hit by an ATV and suffer-
ing non-life-threatening
injuries to his legs. The
victim and other eyewit-
nesses at the scene iden-
tified another adult male
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Game Warden Field Notes

as the driver of the ATV.
Upon speaking with
the driver of the ATV,
the warden noticed that
he had heavily slurred
speech patterns, glassy/
bloodshot eyes, and the
odor of alcohol emitting
from his breath. The vic-
tim of the collision was
transported to an Amaril-
lo hospital. The driver of
the ATV admitted hitting
the victim with the ATV
and was subsequently ar-
rested for driving while
intoxicated and deadly
conduct. The driver was
booked into the Potter
County Jail without inci-
dent.

—Caught on Camera-
-In September, a Tyler

December

County game warden
received in-formation on
individuals  potentially
participating in road
hunting. The warden
worked with a land-own-
er setting up surveillance
cameras in their field.
Not long after he set up
the monitoring system,
he observed a slow mov-
ing vehicle spotlighting
and headed towards his
location. The warden
initiated a traffic stop,
determining the subjects
were hunting at night. In-
side the vehicle, the war-
den located a loaded .22
long rifle. Additionally,
the subject was a minor
operating a vehicle under

(Continued on Page 24)
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By Sue Hampton season? Don’t panic
— even though time
might be hard to come
by, entertaining can be

fun and stress-free.

Are you expecting
a houseful of hungry
guests this holiday

"Werry gda{zzm@ and FHapty Hew Year | |
g O jﬁmffz; m ggmf"' _

We want to wish everyone a very
“Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays
from our family to yours!!”

As any host or host-
ess knows, avoiding a
“food frenzy” is a key
ingredient for easy-go-
ing entertaining. Just in
time for the holidays,
ketchup has come to
the rescue with this
tasty quick appetizer
for the holidays!
CHEESY CHICKEN
QUESADILLAS
(Serves 4 as an
appetizer)

2 tablespoons vegeta-
ble oil

Y cup ketchup

2 cups shredded cheese
1  pound boneless
chicken breast, cut into
strips

1 medium green bell

pepper, diced

1 medium onion, diced
4-1/2 ounces chopped
mild or hot chilies
Flour tortillas

Sour cream and gua-
camole (garnish)

To prepare, quickly
cook chicken in 1 ta-
blespoon vegetable oil
in a large skillet, set
aside. In the same skil-
let saute green pepper
and onion until slightly
tender. Stir in ketchup
and chilies and add
chicken. Brush one
side of half of the torti-
llas with remaining oil
and place them oiled-
side down on a bak-
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Well-Seasoned Greetings

ing sheet. Evenly top
tor-tillas with half of
cheese, chicken mix-
ture and then remain-
ing cheese. Top with
remaining tortillas and
brush with oil. Bake
in a preheated 400 de-
gree oven, eight to ten
minutes or until cheese

Page 23

melts and tortillas are
golden-brown.

To serve, present on
a large platter or cut
into quarters on indi-
vidual plates garnished
with a dollop of sour
cream and guacamole.
Enjoy!!

308 E Coke Rd

903-342-0300

Winnsboro, TX
At Our Location Between Broolsshires & MeDonald's

Custom Smoking For The Holidavs
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

= A_T“:'s,:-

TOM ;M:EAT \T PROCESSING

Dlspatc * Skin * Quarter "
On Your Property.
Hang, Process, & Package

At Alexander Meat Market.
For Pricing Information
Call: Donnie 903-975-5849
or Caden 903-975-5890 *903-342-0300

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage « E.E. Wilson Syrup * Honey = Ribbon
Cane = Sorgham = Moonshine Syrup

A Fresh Selection Just For You!
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Game Warden Field NOteS (Continued from Page 22)

the influence of alco-hol. Charges are pending.

—How do you Solve a Problem Like Maria?-- A
landowner called Texas Game Wardens when a
group of quail hunters requested assistance rescu-
ing a dog that had fallen into an abandoned grain silo
turned well. The dog, Maria, had chased a wounded
bird through thick brush when she disappeared from
her owner’s sight. After searching, the owner found
the dog trapped 50 feet below. Two Game Wardens
arrived on the scene with hundreds of feet of rope,
a wire dog kennel and the know how to build a pul-
ley hoist system. Wardens baited the kennel with re-
cently harvested quail and slowly lowered it down to
Maria. With some encouragement from her owner,
the dog was coerced to enter the kennel. Wardens
carefully lifted her out of the well and into the loving
arms of her owner. Upon inspection, she appeared
unharmed and fully alert, with all four limbs fully
functional. Emergency respond-ers, the dog owner,
several fellow quail hunters and the landowners’ fam-
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ily were amazed how a situation like that unfolded.
The owner transported Maria home and scheduled
her for a follow-up with a veterinarian for pre-cau-
tionary measures.

—Fortune Favors the Bald (Tire)—-A local sherift’s
office reached out to Texas Game Wardens about a
stolen vehicle from New Mexico heading into Tex-
as. A warden located the vehicle under an irrigation
pivot. After backup arrived, the subject attempted to
evade officers by driving through fields. When the
driver lost the tread on a tire, he stopped the vehicle
and was met by the warden and a local deputy. The
subject, who was a suspect in a New Mexico mur-
der case, was taken into custody for unauthorized use
of a motor vehicle, evading in a motor vehicle and
multiple other offenses. Cases and investi-gations for
both states are pending.

—Stuck in the Middle with You- Val Verde County
Game Wardens received information about a fishing
boat that ran aground on the Rio Grande River. The

area recently accumulated excess silt from the Amis-
tad Dam. Combined with decreasing water levels on
the river, the exposed silt became sticky and acted as
quicksand. The two boaters were unharmed but un-
able to vacate the vehicle without sinking into the
mud. One of the wardens moved to an overlook point
and located the boat. The wardens confirmed there
was no way to reach them through waterways or on
land. A call was placed for a helicopter with hoist ca-
pability. A municipal helicopter reached the individu-
als, and the rescue was completed successfully. The
boaters did not require medical attention.

—Mama Mia— A landowner notified Henderson
County game wardens about someone who shot a
deer on their property from the road. The landowner
received word that the suspected shooter was brag-
ging about the act on social media. A quick search
of social media revealed the suspect’s mother posted
about grinding up deer meat for chili. The wardens

(Continued on Next Page)

For Sale By Owner: 2023 Alliance Avenue 32RLS
5th Wheel in New Condition With Warranty, For Full Time

RVing. 2 Smart Televisions, Fireplace, Full Sized Couch with
Foldout Queen Bed, New House Refrigerator, King Size Bed,
Washer/Dryer , Additional WIFI Installed. Can Live In Year
Round in Providence RV Park. Lake Fork, FM 288 by the
dam. Can Store Boat on Property in RV Park.
Asking $53,518 View Photos on Facebook Market Place
Call 678-862-3771

On Behalf of
“The Fisherman’s Guide News”
“Legend of Lake Fork
Big Bass Tournament™ and
“The Wish to Fish
Foundation™
e Wish ATl Of You
A Blessed And Merry
Christmas and
A Happy New Year!
“Remember Jesus Is
The Reason For
The Season™

Most Sincerely
Don & Sue Hampton
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contacted the mother. She said her son shot a deer on
their property, and she was processing it. The wardens
interviewed the suspected shooter and he quickly
confessed to shooting the deer on the caller’s prop-
erty from the road. It was further determined that the
mother believed the deer was shot on their property
and was very upset when she learned the truth.

—Help! I Need Somebody!- A Karnes County
game warden patrolling a local highway came across
a deer laying in the middle road. Realizing it could
be a safety hazard, the warden turned around to re-
move the buck. After exiting his vehicle, he noticed
someone walking near the front gate of a residence
in the dark. The warden thought it could be the land-
owner coming out to ask about the deer. Upon further
observation, he realized the man was stumbling. The
man said he hit the deer with his motorcycle which
was heavily damaged and was now laying in the bar
ditch up ahead. The motorcyclist did not know how
long he had been in the ditch. Thankfully, he wore a
helmet. The warden notified dispatch and requested
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an ambulance over a possible broken hand. EMS and
a sheriff’s deputy arrived on the scene. The warden
called the man’s wife, informed her of what happened
and that he was in the care of EMS.

—Here’s Your Sign— A Texas Game Warden received
a call from a landowner concerned about road hunters
driving near his property, shining a light and shoot-
ing guns. The warden met up with a deputy sheriff
who had just intercepted the vehicle with three male
subjects. In the bed of the truck, the warden found
multiple loaded weapons, two dead jackrabbits, two
dead raccoons and a piece of deer backstrap. After
a roadside investigation, it was deter-mined that the
three subjects had spent the night driving around on
the public roads, shooting animals and stop signs.
Two adults were arrested for hunting from a vehicle
and one juvenile was released pending charges. A total
of seven firearms and two varmint game calls were
seized for evidence. Additional charges are pending.
—Does Your Mother Know That You’re Out?--
Tom Green County Game Wardens patrolled a city
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street late at night, when a white vehicle sped by in
a 40-mph zone. The warden sped up to catch the ve-
hicle and finally paced him at 60-mph. The warden
attempted to stop the vehicle, but the driver evaded.
Once pursued, the suspect drove down a residential al-
ley and crashed into a garage. The suspect abandoned
their vehicle and fled on foot. No one on scene was
injured. Multiple agencies responded to assist with the
crash and search for the suspect. During the investiga-
tion, wardens could hear the suspect’s cell phone ring
over and over. Once in the vehicle, they found the cell
phone connected via Bluetooth. The phone continued
to ring as they gathered evidence. Eventually, wardens
along with their city police counterparts answered the
phone. The caller identified herself as the suspect’s
mother. Believing the officers were buddies of her
adult child and playing a joke on her, she identified the
suspect and demanded to speak with them. Wardens
explained the situation and discovered that over the
years, the suspect accumulated multiple felony war-
rants. Charges pending.

Service Marine on Lake Fork

NOW IN THEIR 35th YEAR OF BUSINESS OFFERING “SERVICE FIRST”

WE WILL FLOAT YOUR BOAT WITH “BIG SAVINGS’

“BE READY FOR BIG FUN ON THE WATER”

TOHATSU

Fead the Wirsd™

ﬁEﬁﬂgﬂy Certified Service Center
T Mercury, Yamaha, Tohatsu

2 Stroke Oil ~ Mercury & Yamaha

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909

i poar aew £

YIOL! = F_T ALL THE

GLORY.

www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

E Sales * Service
Installatlon

you can stop your
boat swiftly and
silently with the

touch of a button

and keep your boat
securely in place,
even in heavy wind
and current.

visit us online at:
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FOI’k’S December Cl'apple (Continued from Page 8)

who’ve become like
family has truly been
the highlight of my sea-
son. I'm grateful for ev-
ery laugh, every story,
and every memory we
made out on the water.
Wishing all of you the
very best throughout the
holidays. I look forward
to many more great on
Lake Fork together.

I also want to give a
heartfelt thanks to all
the mechanics, and
friends who kept me
and my equipment go-
ing throughout the year.
Your support and hard
work, and willingness to
help made it possible for
me to keep doing what
I'love!

My biggest thank you
goes to Skeeter Boats
for making ALL of this
possible with the use
of my beautiful Solera
boat. I'm truly grateful
for their continued sup-
port and the confidence
they place in me. This
boat has made unfor-
gettable moments and
lifetime memories with
these families over the
years. It’s been the per-
fect family boat — safe,

comfortable, and an
absolute joy to run. My
2024 Skeeter Solera
is now for sale, as my
2026 model is ready to
go. If anyone is inter-
ested or wants more de-
tails, please feel free to
contact me. Also, give
me a shout to book a
trip for the 2026 season
—903-335-0941.

Wishing you all God’s
blessings!

24 hour Service Credit Terms Availabl
Monte Coleman’s

DISCOUNT BAIL

BONDS

Quitrmran, Texas * 407 Stepheans
Right Across From Wood County Jail
Fazt & Honest Service

(903) 763-4844

e P =N

_‘R)Iwer

&

ur Sprmgs & Q_uitmau

I‘.'hutman, Texas 15183 E i
903-763-2232 -3

381 W.

75440

Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69)
Emory, TX

(903) 473-0061

Clean, spacious
rooms and suites.
Close to Lake Fork,
Tawakoni and
Canton First
Monday Trade Day ==
Located at
TX-276 & US 69

1026 E.
Lennon Dr. BeSt
(Hwy. 69)
Emory, TX Western
75440

book.bestwestern.com PLUS:
Premier rooms and
amenities inclading:
Banquet Room,
Swimming Pool and
Hot Tub,
Business and Fitness
Center and Boat
Parking.
Located at
FM 515 and US 69
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21st Annual Big Bass Tourmament
May 19, 106, 14. 2020

Now Accepting Reservations For
Commercial & Vendor Spaces
For May 14, 15, 16, 17, 2026

Anglers from all over ﬂw ﬂaﬂﬂﬂ will be converging on Lake
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise &
promote your products, merchandise, or company!

Call Today: 903-360-6994 Email: fishnews@lakefork. net
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All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome
May 15,16, 17,2026

$180,000 rcosnsrrices

Benefiting “ The Wish to Fish Foundation”
Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764

Grand Prices Include:
$40,000 For the Heaviest Bass Over The Slot
$30,000 For the Heaviest Under The Slot, $20,000 Early Incentive Draw
(Early Entries Only, Received Before April 30,2026 and must be present to win)

11 Places Paid Hourly: 1st - $600 * 2nd - $400 * 3rd - $300 * 4th - $200 * Sth - $175
6th-$150*7th - $135*8th - $125* 9th - $115 * 10th -$110 * 1st Out of 10th $100 GC

BONUS T-SHIRT HOUR EVERY HOUROF THE TOURNAMENT
For More Information Call: 903-360-6994 or 903-360-6993 Email: ﬁshnewslakefork@gmail.com
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