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Austin McAdoo from Benton, AR. caught the 
heaviest bass of the Sealy Outdoor Big Bass 
Splash weighing 10.83-pounds.

Monty Sewell from Taylor, AR. caught the 2nd 
heaviest bass of the Sealy Outdoor Big Bass 
Splash weighing 9.72-pounds.

Tommy Washington from Milam, TX. caught 
the 3rd heaviest bass of the Sealy Outdoor Big 
Bass Splash weighing 9.58-pounds.

Taylor Reynolds from Florien, LA. caught the 
4th heaviest bass of the Sealy Outdoor Big Bass 
Splash weighing 9.40-pounds.

Colton Pusateri from McKinney, TX. caught 
the 5th heaviest bass of the Sealy Outdoor Big 
Bass Splash weighing 9.23-pounds.

39th Annual Sealy Big Bass
Splash on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton

  The 39th Annual Sealy 
Big Bass Splash held on 
September 19th, 20th, 
21st, was not only great 
for the area and this great 
reservoir responded. 
  Over 2,400 anglers par-
ticipated in this great 
event. Some came from 

as far as Wisconsin and 
California. The anglers 
could not have asked 
for better weather. With 
a 2025 Ram truck, two 
Phoenix Bass Boats, 
and $550,000 guaran-
teed they came to win.
  As anglers are quite 
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Doggie Play Areas - Golf Practice Area
Want a Wonderful World?? Live Like Christians!!

Yes, It’s That Easy! Try It!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork - Big 12’x 65’ RV Pads

2 Miles of Shaded Walking or Jogging Trails
Through the Woods on These Scenic Trails

Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity,
Security Gate, Paved Roads & Street Lights

Have Fun on Your Electric Golf Carts
Enjoy Looking at Many Deer and Other Wildlife
Relax at Pavilion With Friends- Fish Off Our Pier

Owned By Christian American
Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!!

“WE ARE THE BEST!!”

 RV     LOTS         FOR            LEASE 

Beautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete Pads

Call Joe For Pricing

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic
Pleasure

Relax at Pavilion With Friends
Fish Off Our Pier 

Concrete Boat Ramp

Caney Point RV Resort
Call Roger For Info #903-524-5311

Now Leasing ~ Big Waterfront Lots
Kiddie Water Park Right Across Road!

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge
that crosses Lake Fork. $100 Discount 1st Year Lease

Walking Trails Golf Practice
Area

Cristopher Bush from Huntington, TX., 
caught this 9.08-lb. bass on Sunday in the 12 
to 1 o’clock hour winning $5,000.

Jacob Callahan from Yantis, TX. caught this 
8.84-lb. bass on Saturday in the 12 to 1 o’clock 
hour winning $5,000.

Wesley Holt from Sieper, LA., caught this 
8.75-lb. bass on Sunday in the 8 to 9 o’clock 
hour winning $5,000.



the latter the other day on Lake Fork. Bubba was out 
fishing one of his favorite spots, (it’s even called “Com-
munity Hump”), when he was made to feel like he’d 
eaten someone else’s fried chicken at a family reunion. 
Well, Bubba doesn’t stay in a hurt mood for too long at 
a time and soon put the chicken bones on another plate. 
He apologized for trespassing and not spotting the in-
dividual’s mailbox when he pulled in with his boat. 
Bubba didn’t let it stop there though! This boy has seen 
an has an inquiring mind.
  The next thing Bubba wanted to know was if he had 
pulled in the driveway or ran over his lawn because his 
trolling motor did tear up some lily pads and he didn’t 
want to be held responsible. Well this gave the other 
boat something to discuss, but they were soon inter-
rupted by Bubba’s next question.  “What do property 
and school taxes run a year on a place like this?” Bubba 
sincerely asked. “I’ve been thinking of getting a place 
like this of my own to retire to but don’t know if Bub-
bette and me can quite afford it! And, seeing you are a 
guide, is this portion of the lake zoned business or resi-
dential and where does your property line end?” Bubba 
went on to add with all the conviction and sincerity of 
a Baptist preacher at a hot summer night tent revival. 
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“If That’s Your Fishing Hole, Where’s Your Mailbox?”
By: Don Bubba Hampton

  When Bubba speaks of owning something, you can 
bet it is definitely his stuff. He is also very possessive 
over his stuff! Everyone knows Bubba needs stuff es-
pecially Bubbette and when he gets out of hand getting 
stuff, she puts him straight again. What Bubba truly 
cannot understand is people laying claim to something 
that can’t possibly be theirs.
  When it comes to fishing in public waters he is under 
the impression that those waters actually belong to the 
State of Texas. He also holds dear the belief that anyone 
that purchases a fishing license and abides by the laws 
can fish those waters anytime and anywhere they so de-
sire. After all this is Texas and Bubba even has a bumper 
sticker that reads, “MADE IN TEXAS BY TEXANS”. 
So, what Bubba would really like to know is if there has 
been a new “Homestead Act” put in effect that he has 
not heard of that allows anglers to claim portions of wa-
ter. If so he is going to be out of luck because Bubbette 
won’t let him get anymore stuff!
  If there has not been a new “Homestead Act” imple-
mented why are so many anglers claiming waters? It 
seems more and more that Bubba is hearing, “That’s 
my fishing hole, you can’t go there!” Some anglers will 
say this in a sportsmanship jest, but then again you hear 
some say it with meaning. Bubba has the tendency to 
laugh with the sportsmen and laugh at the others.
  Bubba had a long extensive conversation with one of 

Well the only reply Bubba got referred to his mother 
and something about his heritage and then they left. He 
thought they didn’t show very much sportsmanship and 
they weren’t very sociable either because they wouldn’t 
even accept his invitation over.
  Bubba being the type of person he is didn’t wish to 
trespass on this individual’s property anymore. To 
make sure of this he followed them all day to see if he 
had any other property on the lake with maybe a mail-
box in front of it. Bubba did not locate one at any of the 
places they went to and fished. He did of course mark 
the spots on his GPS and gave them to all his friends so 
they would know these spots did not belong to anyone 
and they would not be trespassing if they fished there. 
Bubba is just that kind of guy!
  Another draw back on individuals that claim fishing 
holes as their own is that now you have Bubba think-
ing! If the fish school there, shouldn’t you pay school 
taxes? If you plant a cedar tree there, isn’t that an im-
provement and property value would increase thus in-
creasing your property taxes?
  So, when you are out on the lake, if you are one of 
those that seriously claims a fishing hole as your own, 
Bubba just might call the tax assessor on you!  

fishnewslakefork@gmail.com



    Page 4               “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”         October 

              (Continued on Next Page)

39th Annual Sealy Big Bass Splash on Lake Fork (Continued from Page 1)
aware of the reason it is called fishing and not catch-
ing is that the bite isn’t always what they want or ex-
pect. There were a lot of 2-pound plus bass brought in 
and 31 bass over the 24” slot. With the slot on Lake 
Fork being between 16” to 24” no bass between those 
measurements could be brought in. Only three anglers 
did learn the hard way to measure their bass properly. 
Many of the anglers reported catching bass just short 
of the 24” line that they could not bring to the weigh-
in. This shows Lake Fork is back and doing great.
  On Friday, the first day of the tournament there were 
eight bass over the slot brought to the scales. It all began 
in the 7 to 8 o’clock hour. Austin Bray from Drexel, MO. 
earning him $2,500 when he weighed in a 8.49-pound 
bass for 1st Place for that hour. Coming in 2nd place for 
that hour was Robert Brooks from Ardmore, OK. with 
a bass weighing 7.09-pounds.   In the 8 to 9 o’clock 
hour being the double bonus T-shirt hour, Tommy 
Washington from Milam, TX.  earned $5,000 for 1st 
Place in the hour when he weighed in a 9.58-pound 
bass. In the 9 to 10 o’clock hour one bass over the slot 

came to the scales weighing 6.82-pounds caught by 
Christopher Sweaks from Allen, TX. In the 10 to 11 
o’clock hour there were two overs weighed in. Monty 
Sewell from Tayor, AR. weighed in a bass weighing 
9.72-lbs. winning him $2500 and in 2nd weighing in 
an 8.55-lb. bass was Eli Vaughan from Palestine, TX. 
In the 11 to 12 o’clock hour there was one over brought 
to the scale. Michael McKinney from Ninnekah, OK. 
weighed in a 6.54-pound bass winning him $2,.500 
in the hour. In the 12 to 1 o’clock hour there were no 
overs brought in so Billy Pritchett from Big Sandy, 
TX. placed first in the bonus hour winning $5,000 with 
a 2.39-lb. bass.  In the 1 to 2 o’clock hour there was 
only one over brought to the scales. It was caught by 
Blake Frasure from Grethel, KY. weighing 8.51-lbs.  
  On Saturday, the second day of the tournament ten 
bass over the slot were brought to the scales. In the 7 to 
8 o’clock hour Carl Carpenter from Hot Springs, AR. 
weighed in a 7.74-lb. and Ray Mcgee from Seabrook, 
TX. weighed a 6.53-lb. bass. In the 8 to 9 o’clock hour 
Nathan Burrow from Conway, AR. weighed in an 8.46-

lb. bass winning himself $5,000 in the bonus hour. In the 
9 to 10 o’clock hour Tator Reynolds from Florien, LA. 
weighed an 9.40-lb. bass and Buddy Rawlinson from 
Rusk, TX. weighed an 8.60-lb. bass. In the 10 to 11 
o’clock hour Jason Borofka from Lavon, TX. weighed 
an 8.19-lb. bass and Zachary Haney from Terrell, TX. 
weighed a 7.99-lb. bass. In the 11 to 12 o’clock hour 
Bradley Virgillito from Bossier City, LA. weighed a 
5.61-pound bass. In the 12 to 1 o’clock hour Jacob Cal-
lahan from Yantis, TX. weighed in an 8.84 winning him 
$5,000 in the bonus hour. In the 1 to 2 o’clock hour Travis 
Simmons from Ragley, LA. weighed in a 7.79-lb. bass.
  On Sunday, the last day of the tournament, there were 
thirteen bass over the slot brought to the scales. In the 
7 -8 o’clock hour Austin McAdoo from Benton, AR. 
weighed in a 10.83-lb. bass.  In the 8 to 9 o’clock hour 
Wesley Holt from Sieper, LA. weighed in an 8.75-pound 
bass and Essix Hawkins from Pine Bluff, AR. weighed 
in an 8.57-lb. bass.  In the 9 to 10 o’clock hour there 
was no over brought to the scales and David Laymance 
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845 CR 1987
Yantis TX 75497

* Easy In & Out Deep Water Access Boat Ramp
* 3 Boat Ramps * Fishing Pier * Boat Storage 
*Tent Camping
*Wi-Fi & Internet TV for Motel, Cottage & Bunkhouse
*Daily, Weekly & Monthly Long-Term RV Sites Available

from Lindale, TX. won $2,500 for his bass weighing 
2.30-lbs. In the 10 to 11 o’clock hour Mitchell Meyer 
from Hughesville, MO. weighed in a 7.39-pound bass. 
During the 11 to 12 o’clock hour Colten Pusateri from 
McKinney, TX. weighed a 9.23-pound bass and Mi-
chael Crow from Broomfield, CO. weighed in a 6.02-
lb. bass. In the 12 to 1 o’clock hour Christopher Bush 
from Huntington, TX. weighed in a 9.08-lb. bass and 
Carl Carpenter from Hot Springs, AR. weighed in an 
8.66-lb. bass. During the 1 to 2 o’clock hour Gilbert 
Miller from Midlothian, TX. weighed in an 8.37-lb. 
bass. Dana Vinson from Henderson, TX. weighed an 
8.18-lb. bass; Colton Pusateri from McKinney, TX, 
weighed a 7.75-lb. bass; Taylor Murphy from Cam-
den, AR. weighed a 7.17-lb. bass; and Marcus Ar-
rington from Monticello, AR. weighed a 6.25-lb. bass.
   Heaviest bass under the slot winning that an-
gler an extra $5,000 was James Russ from Lub-
bock, Texas on Friday with a 2.60-pound bass. On 
Saturday Charlie King from Coushatta, LA. with 
a bass weighing 2.75-lbs won $5,000 and on Sun-
day Michael Yarbrough from Longview, Texas 
weighed a 2.49-pound bass winning him $5,000.

  Winning an additional $2,500 in the exact weights 
drawings of 2.50-pounds was Kenneth McLemore 
from Antioch, IL, and Joel Molina from Apoka, 
FL.  for Friday; William Matthews from Quitman, 
LA. and Jerry Wheeler from Batesville, AR. for Sat-
urday; and Courtney Irving from McKinney, TX. 
and Jeff Westfall from Nashville, AR. for Sunday.
   In the elimination drawing Rickie Washington from 
Shelbyville, Texas won a Phoenix 819 PRO powered by 
Mercury, and equipped with MinnKota and Humminbird. 
  Austin McAdoo from Benton, AR. won 1st place 
overall for heaviest bass caught in the tournament 
with his 10.83-pound bass. For his efforts he won 
$2,500 hourly pay, a Phoenix 721 ZXL powered by 
Mercury equipped with MinnKota, Humminbird, & 
Power Pole and a RAM Truck plus $5,000 cash.  Win-
ning 2nd Place overall with a weight of 9.72-lbs was 
Monty Sewell from Taylor, AR. and took home an 
extra $15,000.  Winning 3rd place overall was Tom-
my Washington from Milam, TX. with a weight of 
9.58-pounds. For his efforts he won an extra $10,000. 
Winning 4th place overall with a weight of 9.40-lbs. 
was Tator Reynolds from Florien, LA. He took home 

an extra $5,000. Coming in 5th place overall was 
Colton Pusateri from McKinney, TX. with a weight of 
9.23-pounds. For his catch he took home an extra $2,500.
 During the course of the tournament there were 31 bass 
weighed in over the slot. On Friday there was a total of 
337 bass weighed for a total weight of 687.51-pounds. 
On Saturday there were 305 bass weighed for a total 
weight of 634.45-pounds. On Sunday there were 240 
bass weighed for a total weight of 538.21-pounds. To-
tal bass weighed in the tournament was 882 for a total 
weight of 1,860.17-pounds. The Lake Fork Sports-
man’s Association did an excellent job with their 
Live Release Boat returning all the bass back into the 
lake in healthy condition to be caught another day.
  It was disappointing that only one double-digit 
bass Lake Fork made the show, but the overall num-
ber of over the slots that did show and the great 
weights shows this lake is not one to be overlooked.
  For more information on Sealy Outdoors Big Bass 
Splash visit their website at www.sealyoutdoors.com.
   God Bless America, Fish Friendly, and I hope to see 
you on the lake.   
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Answers on Page 21

“The Transition in Bass Movement Is Here!”
By Whitt Smith

  Fall is here and so is the transition in Bass move-
ment and activity. Lake Fork is in great shape as 
we go head first into Fall this month, with lots of 
aquatic vegetation and flooded brush and timber.
  The shallow grass has been holding lots of Bass 

lately, preying on small shad. So, downsizing 
lures can really boost the bites you’ll get, if it 
gets tough. Small poppers and topwaters are an 
excellent way to cover water to find active Bass 
and the birds can help lead the way, just like ear-
lier in the year. Small Swimbaits, rigged weed-
less, are excellent to work in and over the shal-
low grass to elicit bites.
  Square Bill crank baits and spinnerbaits are 
great to work the outer grass lines, shallow wood 
and docks this time of year. Square Bills and 
smaller lipless crank baits are great producers in 
shallow flats that can be alive with Shad activity 
and feeding Bass.
  There are many Bass roaming the timbered 
creek edges that can be targeted with FFS, if you 
like to use this technique.
  You can be assured that the shad and Bass are on 
the move this month. Therefore, so should you, 
cover water and you’ll more than likely come 

across activity.
  October is the start of archery Deer Season, so 
they’ll start to be less angling pressure and some 
beautiful weather on the way. On the high pres-
sure, Bluebird sky, no wind days in October, pick 
up a Flippin’ or Pitchin’ Rod with a TX Rig craw, 
creature or Jig and get to putting it in the shade 
of any shallow wood, dock or cover in coves and 

creeks and stay ready 
for Ol’ Big.
  I hope you get to en-
joy the lake this month, 
be safe and as always, 
contact me if I can be 
of any assistance.

Open Mon. ~ Sat. 5 A.M. ~ 9 P.M.
Sunday 5 A.M. ~ 2 P.M.

Jamie’s Restaurant
271 CR 1558 * Alba, TX., 903-765-2087

Located at Lake Fork Marina
New Owner * New Attitude
Great Service * Great Food
Breakfast Served Until

11A.M. Daily

Daily Lunch Specials
Large Menu Selection
Sandwiches * Burgers

Fish * Steaks
& Much More!!

My,
Oh My,

The 
Pie!!

Salad Bar
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LFSA’s High School Tackle Donation Program  Assisting the Future of Fishing
By Don Hampton

  If we teach our youth the joy of fishing, it may keep 
them off the streets and on the lakes and creeks. 
High school fishing teams, I believe, are the great-
est steps forward in making this a reality. With fi-
nancial times being what they are not all parents 
can afford to outfit their children with the equip-
ment required to really enjoy the sport to its fullest. 
This is where the Lake Fork Sportsman Associa-
tion has stepped in to help overcome this problem 
with their High School Tackle Donation Program.
  The program began in 2017 with Mike Kostial as 
committee chair with Pat Kosstial, Bruce and Cher-
yl Allen as committee members. With donations 
of tackle and baits from sponsors and anglers each 
student receives 2 bait casting and 1 open spinning 
rod and reel combos plus a large number of hard 
and soft lures and other necessary angling items.
  Initially all donated tackle items, both new 
and used, were private donations. In 2020 Terry 
Long joined the committee and began submit-
ting grant requests to corporations with Bass 
Pro and Cabela’s Sporting, becoming LF-
SA’s first corporate donor to provide substan-
tial donations of rods and reels and other gear.
  Mike Kostial had personally inspected and re-

furbished all used units until he had health issues 
in 2020 which prevented his direct committee 
oversight and refurbishing services. In 2021 Terry 
Long took over as committee chair with Mike and 
Pat remaining on the committee for continuity and 
administration purposes. With his leadership in 
the program the donation program has advanced 
to the next level with continued corporate grants 
requests and other local business donations.
 In 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025 Terry received large 
donations for the program from the Grapevine 
BassPro Shop. Beginning in 2023, through present 
date, Mike and Peggy McWhorter have donated 
the use of their air-conditioned storage building to 
allow LFSA volunteers to organize the donations 
in preparation for each event. This was a God send 
to the members who otherwise would have had to 
do the prep in the Texas summer heat each year.
  Applications are sent to area High School 

Fishing Team sponsors. The teams that ap-
plied and responded become recipients of the 
program’s donations to their fishing teams.
  This year’s Awards were presented by Terry Long 
on September 9th at Jamie’s Restaurant located at 
Lake Fork Marina. This year the LFSA assisted 
Quinlan High School team 5 youth, Alba/Golden 
6 youth, Grand Saline 20 youth, and 903 Anglers 
2 of the youth. The 903, consist of 4 high schools 
that have combined to make their teams. The 
high schools making up the 903 are Daingerfield,
New Diana, Hughes Spings, and McCloud. 
  This program is only one of the many that the 
Lake Fork Sportsman Association does. If you 
would like to be a part of this great organization, 
their meetings are the second Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 at Jamie’s Restaurant 
located at Lake Fork Marina. Come and join a 
great positive organization, be a part of the future!

Terry Long, Shannon Seabolt, team advisor, Quinlan 
Ford High School Keith Seabolt, vice-president, Quinlan 
Ford High School

Terry Long, Stephanie Beverly, advisor Alba-Golden 
High School fishing team, Karson Beverly, president of 
Junior Board, Alba-Golden Evan Robinson, new angler.

Terry Long, H.S. tackle program chair. Joe Nolley, spon-
sor/substitute boat captain/media, Canyon Fondren, 
Hughes Springs High School, Kendyn Moore, McCloud 
High School, Michael Hagood Jr., Daingerfield High 
School, Michael Hagood Sr,, Sponsor over 4 schools

Terry Long, Trish Copeland, team advisor, Grand Sa-
line High School, Tyner Jistel, president of fishing team, 
Grand Saline High School, Mindy Jistel, secretary, 
Grand Saline High School
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Lake Fork’s October Fun!
By Terri Moon

  October is one of the 
most enjoyable times of 
the year to chase crap-
pie on Lake Fork. As 
the first real cool fronts 
begin to roll through 
East Texas, the air turns 
crisp, the lake grows a 
little quieter after the 
busy summer months, 
and the crappie begin 
to feed more actively in 
preparation for winter. 
For anglers who love 
both the catch and the 
fall scenery, October 
delivers some of the 
best action you’ll see all 
year.
  By October, Lake Fork 
water temperatures typi-
cally fall into the upper 
60’s to low 70’s, and 
that change triggers 
crappie to move shal-
lower than they were in 
the hot summer. While 
many fish still hold on 
mid-depth brush piles, 
standing timber, and 
bridge columns, you’ll 
also start finding more 
activity around creek 
channels, submerged 
timberlines, and stag-
ing areas near spawn-
ing flats. This mix of 
patterns makes October 
fishing both exciting 
and versatile – you can 
catch crappie in a vari-
ety of spots and depths.
  Brush piles and tim-

ber 12-20 ft. of water 
remains productive, 
especially on man-
made brush piles and 
submerged hardwoods. 
Lake Fork bridges are 
famous for holding 
crappie especially in 
October – they’re often 
stacked around pilings 
15-25 ft. As the shad 
migrate into the creeks 
during the fall, schools 
of crappie follow. Focus 
on bends, ledges, and 
drop-offs where bait is 
present.
  Electronics play a huge 
roll in locating schools 
this time of year. Live-
scope and modern so-
nar make it easier than 
ever to spot suspended 
crappie and target indi-
vidual fish. In October, 
crappie feed heavily 
on shad – so shad col-
ored jigs and minnows 
are top producers. Soft 
plastics in white, pearl, 
monkey milk, and char-

treuse jig bodies paired 
with 1/16-1/8 oz. jig 
heads will produce. 
Also, Skipper hair jigs 
1/16-1/8 oz.  in black/
chartreuse, chartreuse/
blue, and orange/blue 
tail, or white/chartreuse 
are productive.
  If you find the crappie 
finicky after a cold front 
– by all means – tip that 
jig with a minnow or a 
Berkley power nibble.
  Vertical jigging is ef-
fective on timber and 
bridge columns. Then 
casting and swimming 
jigs is great for creek 
channels and brush 
piles where fish are sus-
pended. Slowing down 
your presentation pays 
off in October, espe-
cially right after a front 
when crappie may be 
less aggressive.
  October crappie fish-
ing on Lake Fork is 
(See Lake Fork’s October..
      Continued on Page 21)



  October              “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                   Page 9                  

(See Labor Day Weekend...
      Continued on Page 10)

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17

South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,

New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel • RV Park • Guide Serves • Boat Ramp

Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online www.gofishfork.com

903-474-7479

Labor Day Weekend Marks Less
Boating Incidents, Rise in Fatalities
  Texas Game Wardens 
patrolling water bodies 
across the state over the 
2025 Labor Day holi-
day weekend reported 
fewer boating inci-
dents compared to last 
year, but a rise in boat-
ing-related fatalities.
 From Aug. 29–Sept. 1, 
game wardens respond-
ed to seven boating 
incidents, two boating-
related fatalities and no 
open-water drownings. 
They also arrested sev-
en individuals for boat-

ing while intoxicated. In 
2024, wardens reported 
nine boating incidents, 
one boating-related 
fatality and one open-
water drowning over 
the same holiday period.
 The two fatalities this 
year occurred on Lake 
Buchanan and Lake 
Conroe. In 2024, the 
single fatality occurred 
at Amistad Reservoir.
 “We are saddened by 
the lives lost over the 
holiday weekend,” said 
Col. Ron VanderRoest, 

Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department law en-
forcement director. “Our 
wardens work tirelessly 
to prevent tragedies, but 
these incidents reinforce 
that safety on the water 
is a partnership, and we 
need the public to al-
ways practice safe and 
responsible boating.”
 As in previous years, the 
busy holiday weekend 
also coincided with the 
opening of dove season, 



   Page 10             “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”           October

FAST • FRIENDLY• SPEEDY • REPAIRS & SERVICE
“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”

New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort • Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner

903-850-4477

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
   129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420
     ~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber 
      * Samantha * Lexie * Reygan

A Salon For The
Whole Family!

Danny Holder
Lake Fork Guide Service
Licensed Professional Guide

Offering:
Full/Half Day Trips 

Individual or Corporate 
Trips

Bass * Crappie * Catfish

903-638-3913

22 Years in Business
Located in Yantis, Texas

All Commercial Roofing Systems
All Roof Coatings 

Residential Repair Services
Free Estimates

TK ROOFING REPAIR & COATING SYSTEMS

Tim Lambert @ 214-395-1100
email: tim.lambert63@verizon.net

Labor Day Weekend Marks Less Boating Incidents, Rise in Fatalities (Continued from Page 9)

requiring game wardens 
to balance duties on the 
water with hunting en-
forcement in the field.
 Even though Labor 
Day typically marks 
the end of the unofficial 
boating season, safety 

should remain a priority 
for all who continue to 
enjoy Texas’ lakes, riv-
ers and coastal waters 
into the fall. Wearing 
life jackets, operating 
at a safe speed, avoid-
ing alcohol while boat-

ing, and following the 
rules and regulations in 
the Texas Water Safety 
Act can save lives and 
prevent serious injuries.
 “Whether it’s on the 
water or in the field, 
Texas Game Wardens 

are committed to pro-
tecting Texans and 
conserving our state’s 
natural resources,” 
VanderRoest said.
 If you witness dan-
gerous or illegal activ-
ity on the water or ob-
serve wildlife crimes in 
the field, report them 
anonymously through 
Operation Game Thief 
(OGT), Texas’ wild-
life crime-stoppers 
program. Rewards of 
up to $1,000 are avail-
able for tips that lead 

to conviction of those 
who violate wildlife, 
fishing or boating laws.
 Suspected viola-
tions can be reported 
anonymously through 
multiple channels:
* Text your tip: Text 
the keyword TX-
OGT and your tip in-
formation to 847411
* Use the Texas OGT 
App: Available on 
iOS and Android
* Call anonymously: 
800-792-GAME (4263)
Tipsters are encouraged 

to include any informa-
tion, photos or videos 
that may be helpful. Tips 
are reviewed by agency 
personnel, who may fol-
low up to request addi-
tional details and con-
tinue the anonymous 
conversation with you.
 
  Please do not use this 
form to report emer-
gencies or requests 
that require immedi-
ate law enforcement 
response. In an emer-
gency, always call 911.



   October             “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                 Page 11                  

“Established In
1996”

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork Open Tournament October 11th
  The Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork 
will be hosting their 49th Semi Annual Bass 
Tournament of October 11th. The tourna-
ment will be hosted out of Oak Ridge Marina. 
All amateur anglers are invited to participate.
  This is an individual tournament. More than one 
angler can fish in a boat, but all must be a paid entry 
and have a means of keeping their catches separated.
  Entry fee for the tournament is $45 with 80% 
of all entry fees paid back and Big Bass Pot $10 
with 100% pay back. Based on 100 entries 1st 
Place pays $1,040; 2nd Place $780; 3rd Place 
$520; 4th Place $260; 5th thru 10th $100. Big-
Bass Pot pays 3 places with 1st Big Bass paying 
$500, 2nd paying $300., and 3rd paying $200.
  Fishing hours for the tournament are from 6 am 

to 3:30 pm. All anglers must be checked in by 3:30 
pm. Lake slot rules apply. A bass can touch the 16-
inch mark but not exceed and be at least 12 inches 
in length. An over the slot must at least touch the 24 
inches in length to be legal. Any bass between 16 
and 24 inches brought to the weigh-in is illegal and 
the angler will be disqualified. The official measur-
ing stick for the tournament is the Chek-It-Stick.
  A great thing about this tournament, even though 
it is hot, the top water bite and deep bite will 
be kicking with the stable weather conditions.
  Anglers can enter the tournament by picking up 
an entry at one of the area businesses and mail-
ing it in at the address listed on the entry. For 
those of you who wish to enter at tournament 
headquarters on October 10th, from 4 pm to 

9 pm and on October 11th, from 5 am to 6 am.
  Everyone is invited to come out and attend. If not 
an angler, come out for the weigh-in and festivities. 
Since this is a fund-raising event we will be selling 
raffle tickets for some great prizes to be given away.
  If looking for a great Bass Club to join, you 
need look no further. Texas Trails Bassmasters 
of Lake Fork is a very progressive club. We have 
one tournament per month and all lakes are ap-
proximately one hour from Lake Fork with a 2 
day Championship at the end of the year with 
motel rooms furnished. This club is also involved 
in “The Wish To Fish Foundation” and weight 
masters for the Annual Wood County Kidfish.
  We hope to see everyone at this event. For 
more information see the ad on page 22. 
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903-878-2277(BASS)

*

Berkley 20th Annual Big Bass Tournament on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton

  For all of you anglers that are not only big fans of 
fishing Lake Fork but also love doing it with Berk-
ley baits, here is the time you have been waiting for. 
The 20th Annual Berkley Big Bass Tournament 
on Lake Fork hosted by BassChamps will be held 
on October 18th   and 19th. The tournament will 
be held out of Lake Fork Marina just off Highway 
17N. Registration times will be Friday October 

17th from 11 am to 7 pm, and October 18th and 
19th from 5am to 7am at tournament head-quar-
ters. Anglers can fish one day or both days. En-
try fee for one day is $160 or $200 for both days.
  For anglers participating this will be one of 
the most exciting tournaments of the year. With 
the cooler temperatures setting in, the bass are 
sure to be feeding up and respond well to both 
Berkley hard and soft baits. Check out some of 
their new line of topwater baits and the General.
  There is over $150,000 guaranteed in cash 
and prizes with 20 places paid per hour dur-
ing the two-day tournament starting at $1,000 
for 1st place, down to $200 for 10th place; 
11th thru 15th place wins an Abu Garcia Reel, 
and 16th thru 20th wins an Abu Garcia Rod.
  For the lucky angler that catches the heaviest bass 
over the slot, that angler will be taking home a new 
Skeeter ZX-200 powered by Yamaha, MinnKota 
trolling motor. For the heaviest bass under the slot, 

that angler will be taking home a new Skeeter ZX-
150 powered by Yamaha, MinnKota trolling motor. 
  There is also available “Exact Weight Bonus 
Cash”. There is $1,000 for the angler that brings in 
an exact 2.5, 3.00, 9.00, or 10-pound bass. Also, dur-
ing the tournament there will be a Junior Division 
and a Women’s Division. Don’t forget the Berkley 
Empty Bag Give Away. Bring an empty package of 
any Berkley bait with your name written on it leg-
ibly and put it in the bin for drawing of extra prizes.
  The tournament is not only a great fishing experience 
but also terrific entertainment for the entire family.
  Hourly updates can be heard on KMOO 99.9 FM, 
so be sure to have a radio in your boat. For more 
information and details check out their ad on Page 
28 or go to their website: www.bass-champs.com. 

The Fisherman’s Guide News
Our email has changed it is now

fishnewslakefork@gmail.com
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Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame Seeks Nominations Through Nov. 1
  The Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame 
committee is accepting nominations for next 
year’s induction into the hall of fame. Nominees 
can be either individuals or organizations who’ve 
made important contributions to fishing in Texas.  
Applications will be accepted through Nov. 1.
  “The Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame 
is made up of a growing list of 41 individuals 
and organizations who have made a significant 
impact on freshwater fishing in the state,” said 
Kelly Jordon, Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of 
Fame selection committee chairman. “Whether 
it’s an outdoor writer, pro angler, fishing club 
or industry leader, we look forward to con-
tinuing to honor and recognize everyone help-
ing to make Texas fishing the best it can be.”
  The nominees will be evaluated by the hall of 
fame committee, which is made up of anglers, 
industry professionals, fisheries biologists and or-
ganizations involved in Texas freshwater fishing. 
The committee will choose the inductee based 

on the following criteria: ethics, leadership and 
commitment, unselfish contributions to the sport, 
scope of impact on freshwater fishing, fishing/fish-
eries management expertise and overall impact.
 The honoree will be announced in spring 
2026 and officially inducted during a spe-
cial ceremony and banquet in the fall.
 “We are excited to review all of this year’s nomi-
nations and welcome the newest inductees into 
this prestigious group of individuals and organiza-
tions who have contributed so much to the world-
class fishing that Texas offers,” Jordon added.
 Ann Thomasson-Wilson of Jasper and Rick 
Clunn of Ava, Missouri — the 2025 inductees – 
will officially be inducted at the annual Hall of 
Fame banquet, sponsored by Murski-Breeding 
Sales, Toyota and Livingston Lures, this October 
at the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center (TFFC).
 Thomasson-Wilson is a two-time bass fish-
ing world champion, fishing tackle innova-
tor and owner of Ann’s Tackle Shop, which she 

opened in 1986. Clunn is a member of the Bass 
Fishing Hall of Fame, Freshwater Fishing Hall 
of Fame and International Game Fish Asso-
ciation Fishing Hall of Fame. He was B.A.S.S. 
angler of the year in 1988 and is remarkably 
a four-time Bassmaster Classic champion.
 Following their inductions, videos highlight-
ing Thomasson-Wilson and Clunn will be 
available at TPWD’s YouTube Channel on 
the Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame 
playlist. The video will also air on the Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife PBS television show.
 The Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame 
is housed at the Texas Freshwater Fisher-
ies Center in Athens. Its mission is to “recog-
nize and honor those who have made a last-
ing contribution to freshwater fishing in Texas, 
and to foster a sense of appreciation, aware-
ness and participation in the sport of fishing.”
 Nomination forms and instructions are avail-
able online or by calling (903) 676-2277.
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~ Since 1984 ~

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2025 iKon, Bullet, 
Falcon, Xpress, Veranda or a quality used boat!
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FM 1567 W.# 290

Authorized Dealer Sales 
& Installation

CERTIFIED MECHANICS
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES 

& MODELS

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ask About Our Service Specials
903-383-7726  Toll Free 866-920-8331

OPEN TUES.  ~  SAT.
AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES:  AUTHORIZED 
DEALER FOR:  GARMIN * HUMMINBIRD * MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA

290 FM 1567 WEST

~ Since 1984 ~
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Carl Carpenter from Hot Springs, AR., 
caught this 8.66-lb. bass on Sunday in the 12 
to 1 o’clock hour winning $1,500.

Buddy Rawlinson from Rusk, TX., caught this 
8.60-lb. bass on Saturday in the 9 to 10 o’clock 
hour winning $1,500.

Austin Bray from Drexel, MO., caught this 
8.49-lb. bass on Friday in the 7 to 8 o’clock 
hour winning $2,500.
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”

For the past 27 years Lake Fork Sportsman’s 
Association has been Preserving the Legend 
that is Lake Fork with their Live Release 
Boat at tournaments releasing catches back 
healthy in the lake, planting new grasses, and 
establishing fish habitat.

By Dianne Spradl ing ,  Pres ident

  Another  successfu l  Sea ly  Big  Bass 
Splash  Tournament ,   There  were  over 
2 ,400  anglers  f i sh ing  th i s  year.   We had 
a  lo t  o f  fun  a t  the  ra ff le  booth  meet ing 
and  ta lk ing  to  a  lo t  o f  the  anglers  and 
the i r  fami l ies . 
  The  Live  Release  Boat  was  a  busy 
p lace  to  be  a l l  weekend wi th  our  guys 
tak ing  care  over  928  f i sh .   The  guys 
on the  boa t  d id  a  grea t  job .   We can’t 
thank  them enough for  a l l  the i r  hard 
work .
  Don’t  forge t  to  come by  and  see  us  a t 
the  Berk ley  Tournament  a t  Lake  Fork 
Marina  on  October  17 ,  18  and  19th . 
This  i s  the  las t  tournament  of  the  year 
so  come by  and  ge t  your  ra ff le  t i cke ts 
to  he lp  suppor t  our  organiza t ion .
  The  High  School  Tackle  Program give 
away was  another  spec ia l  event .   We 

a lways  have  a  grea t  t ime wi th  youth 
and  the i r  school  sponsors .   This  i s  a 
grea t  group of  young people  and  i t  i s  a 
pr iv i lege  to  be  ab le  to  he lp  them a long 
the  way.   We gave  33  young people  2 
cas t ing  rods  and  1  sp inning  rod  each 
and  every  2  s tudents  shared  a  5  ga l lon 
bucket  of  tack le  and  lures .  We even 
had  some ext ra  buckets  ready  to  he lp 
them.
  Don’t  forge t  to  come out  to  our 
month ly  genera l  meet ings  a t  Jamie’s 
Restaurant .   The  meet ings  a re  the  2nd 
Tuesday  of  each  month  and  s ta r t s  a t 
6:30  pm.  Qui te  a  few of  us  show up 
about  5 :30  and  ea t  a  grea t  d inner.
  I f  you  have  any  ques t ions  or  concerns , 
please  emai l  us  a t  Lakeforkspor t sman-
sassoc ia t ion@gmai l .com or  fee l  f ree 
to  emai l  me a t  Di61462@icloud.com or 
ca l l  my ce l l  number  a t  214-794-2340.

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

Jamie’s Restaurant off Hwy. 17N
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Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529
Replicas ~ $20 per inch

Ducks ~ $425

Lake Fork Tournament 
Schedule Oct. thru Dec.

2025

November
Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month beginning at 6:30 pm
Jamie’s Restaurant off Hwy. 17N

Jamie’s

October

December
Dec. ~ JC Outdoors

Championship & Dinner
$2K AOY 

TOP 5 BONUS PAYOUT
Minnow Bucket

Oct. 4 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

Oct. 11 ~ Tex. Trails Open
Oak Ridge Marina

Oct. 18 & 19 ~ Berkley Big Bass Tourn.
Lake Fork Marina

Nov. 8 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket
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903-473-8784 • 306 PR 7332 • Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy. 515 to Rains CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles

Cabins • Sleeps 3
Aminities Include Direct TV

Microwave • Coffee Pot 
• Mini-fridge

Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~ Sleeps 6
RV Sites • Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups

Annual • Monthly • Weekly • Overnight
Covered Pavilion • Restrooms

Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station
               Boat Ramp

                               Playground For The   
           Children

    Whitt            Smith
                         Guide 
                          Service

972-743-2046

What is New for Hunting Season 2025-26
  The 2025-26 hunt-
ing season has kicked 
off with a great start to 
dove season for hunters 

across the state. How-
ever, hunters should be 
aware of changes be-
fore entering the field.

Expanded Digi-
tal License Options 
Starting this season, 
hunters have new op-
tions for digital li-
censes. For the first 
time, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) will offer ful-
ly digital license op-
tions for all recreation-
al hunting, fishing and 
combo license and tag 
types, as explained in 
this new how-to video.
Changes for Non-
Resident Hunters
Legislation passed 
this spring simplified 

license options for non-
resident hunters from 
five license options 
to two. Non-resident 
hunters hoping to har-
vest any legal bird or 
game animal, including 
alligator, wild turkey, 
pronghorn, bighorn 
sheep, mule deer and 
white-tailed deer, will 
need to purchase a Non-
resident General Hunt-
ing license.  Non-resi-
dent hunters who plan 
on targeting exotic ani-
mals, small game birds 
(except wild turkey), 
non-game animals, 
fur-bearing animals, 
squirrel and javelina 
for five or less days 
will need to purchase 
a Non-resident Special 
5-Day Small Game/
Exotic Hunting license.

Regulation Changes
Some additional chang-
es for this next hunt-
ing season include:
* For wild turkeys in 
Hill County, IH35E 
now serves as the 
zone boundary line.
* Lubbock County is 
now open to wild tur-
key hunting with North 
Zone regulations.
* Increase in daily bag 
limit for northern pin-
tails in all duck zones.
Season Date Changes
Hunters should be 
aware of several sea-
son date changes for 
the 2025-26 hunting 
seasons before their 
first hunt including:
Mule deer season:
* Archery Only Season:
* Panhandle: 
Sept. 27 – Nov. 21

* Trans-Pecos: 
Sept. 27 – Nov. 27
* Brewster, Pecos 
and Terrell counties:  
Sept. 27 – Nov. 27
* General Season:
* Panhandle: 
Nov. 22 – Dec. 7
* Tran-Pecos: 
Nov. 28 – Dec. 14
* Brewster, Pecos 
and Terrell Counties: 
Nov. 28 – Dec. 14
Quail season:
* New statewide dates:
Nov. 1, 2025 – 
Feb. 28, 2026.
Migratory game 
bird season:
* T e a l :
* Days reduced 
from previous year
*  Statewide: 
Sept. 20 – 28

  Additional hunting 
and fishing regulations, 
including all season 
dates, for the 2025-26 
season are available on-
line at outdoorannual.
com, or via the free 
Outdoor Annual mobile 
app. Once downloaded, 
the app works without 
internet connectivity, 
making it easy for hunt-
ers and anglers to view 
regulations in even the 
most remote locations. 

  Other features include 
license lookup, loca-
tion-based functionality 
such as “Hunting Sea-
sons and Regulations 
by Location,” “Where 
to Fish,” and more.
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Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Wish To Fish Foundation
 903-360-6994    www.wishtofishfoundation.com

We l c o m e
A l l  V i s i t o r s 

&  A n g l e r s  To  L a k e  F o r k 
A n d  T h e  A r e a

First National Bank of East Texas
417 South Main
Quitman, Texas

903-763-4545

1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8055

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

www.fnbetx.com
“Branches of First National Bank

Of East Texas, Gilmer”

Lake Fork’s October Fun! (Continued from Page 8)

about more than just 
filling a cooler. It’s the 
combination of steadi-
er action, comfortable 
weather, and beautiful 
fall colors across the 
shoreline.
  Whether you are a sea-
soned angler or plan-
ning your first trip, Oc-
tober is a prime month 
for crappie fishing. With 
fish transitioning into 
more accessible depths, 
shad migrations draw-
ing them into the creeks, 
and the fall atmosphere 
making every trip spe-
cial, you’ll find that Oc-
tober offers a balance of 
relaxation and excite-
ment that is hard to beat 
after a long hot Texas 
summer!
  I’ve had days in Oc-
tober where we’ve filled 
the cooler pretty quick, 
and other days where 
we’ve worked for every 

bite – but either way, it’s 
some of the most enjoy-
able fishing of the year.
  If you are thinking of 
chasing some crappie, 
you can reach me at 903-
335-0941. Also, you can 
follow my adventures 

on my Facebook page. I 
launch out of Lake Fork 
Marina and they handle 
all of your fishing needs 
in their incredible tackle 
store.
  Happy Fall to you all!        
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Game Warden Field Notes

(Continued on Page 24)

  The following items are 
compiled from recent 
Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department law en-
forcement reports.
--Swift Water Rescue-- 
A Terrell County game 
warden responded to a 
call from the sheriff’s of-
fice when a local rancher 
was caught in a flash 
flood. His truck had died 
and was starting to move 
downstream from the ris-
ing water reaching the 
hood of his truck. It was 
dark and there were no 
lights to light his way to 
safety, so he called 911 
for help.  The warden 
responded along with a 
deputy and volunteers. 
Armed with swift wa-

ter personal floatation 
devices (PFD), a throw 
bag, and rope they were 
able to make their way to 
the truck and extract the 
rancher to safety while 
being mindful of fencing 
downstream that could 
trap anyone who may 
lose their footing in the 
rushing water. Everyone 
went home safely that 
night.
--Cue the Mutombo 
Finger Wag-- Two Jef-
ferson County game war-
dens were patrolling Tay-
lor’s Bayou when they 
saw a man in a shallow-
drive mud boat quickly 
approaching them in 
the narrow bayou.  The 
wardens motioned for 

the subject to slow down 
and he shook his finger 
at them.  The wardens 
were able to position their 
patrol boat beside the 
subject and get his full 
attention, forcing him to 
come to a stop.  The sub-
ject claimed he didn’t un-
derstand they asked him 
to stop.  After checking 
his safety equipment, the 
wardens initiated an in-
vestigation after noticing 
signs of intoxication. The 
warden placed the subject 
under arrest for Boating 
While Intoxicated (BWI) 
and booked him into the 
Jefferson County Jail.  
The subject consented to 
a voluntary blood draw.   
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Try your hand at these easy Caramel 
Apple Cookies, a fun twist on an origi-
nal Halloween treat!

Enjoy Classic Halloween Treats with a Trick 
By Sue Hampton

  Caramel apples have been 
a classic Halloween treat 
for more years than many 

can remember. You’d be 
hard pressed to find some-
one who doesn’t have fond 
memories of sticky-sweet 
cara-mel and crunchy ap-

ples. Fun to eat, these treats 
are also pretty messy to pre-
pare and enjoy!
  This Halloween, you can 
enjoy a neater version of 
this classic snack. This easy 
recipe for Caramel Apple 
Cookies pairs smooth, rich 
caramel with apple-shaped 
spice cookies. The trick? 
You can enjoy these “ap-
ples” on sticks.
CARAMEL APPLE 
COOKIES
(These spice cookies are 
dipped in caramel and nuts 
to resemble the classic Hal-
loween treat!)
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 tablespoon apple-pie 
spice
½ teaspoon baking soda

Dispatch * Skin * Quarter
On Your Property.

Hang, Process, & Package
At Alexander Meat Market.

For Pricing Information
Call: Donnie 903-975-5849 

or Caden 903-975-5890 *903-342-0300

½ teaspoon salt
1 cup (two sticks) butter, 
softened
½ cup firmly packed brown 
sugar
½ cup granulated sugar
2 eggs
1-1/2 teaspoons vanilla ex-
tract
Red and green food color-
ing pastes
24 green wooden craft 
sticks
1 package (14 ounces) car-
amels
3 tablespoons water 1/3 cup 
chopped cashews
1. Preheat oven to 375. In 
a medium bowl, combine 
flour, apple-pie spice, bak-
ing soda and salt. In a large 
bowl, using a mixer set on 

high, beat butter, brown 
sugar and granulated sugar 
until fluffy. With the mixer 
on low, beat eggs and va-
nilla; beat in flour mixture.
2. Remove 1/3 cup of 
dough to a small mix-ing 
bowl; tint green. Tint re-
maining dough red; divide 
in half.
3. On a lightly floured 
surface, roll half of the 
red dough to a 1/4-inch 
thickness. Using an apple-
shapped template or cook-
ie cutter, cut dough into 
shapes; place 3 inches apart 
on an ungreased bak-ing 
sheet.
4. Place a craft stick under 
“stem” end of each cookie, 
pressing dough lightly.

5. Using your fingers, mold 
a small piece of green 
dough into a leaf shape and 
place on top of each apple 
cutout on baking sheet.
6. Repeat rolling and cut-
ting process with remaining 
dough. Bake until crisp, but 
not browned, 8 to 10 min-
utes. Transfer cookies to 
wire racks; cool completely.
7. In a small saucepan, heat 
caramels and water over 
low heat, stirring often, un-
til smooth. Set a wire rack 
over a waxed paper-lined 
baking sheet. Dip the cook-
ies into melted caramel and 
then into chopped nuts. Let 
cookies stand until caramel 
is set, about an hour.
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Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 22)  

                     (Continued on Next Page)

Case is pending.
--Early Bird Gets the Ticket-- Galveston County 
Game Wardens were patrolling Galveston Bay and 
East Bay and saw several shrimp boats maneuvering 
in a manner consistent with shrimping. One vessel had 
nets and doors in the water. When asked to retrieve 
the net, it revealed cod. Several vessels were cited for 
shrimping before legal hours. Cases are pending.
--Four-Wheeler of Misfortune-- While patrolling 
Twin Buttes Public Lands in Tom Green County, a lo-
cal game warden made contact with several individu-
als riding all-terrain vehicles. Some of the individuals 
were unable to produce a limited public use permit, as 
required to access the public lands. The warden decid-
ed to check if some of the ATVs were stolen and dis-
covered one individual was in possession of a stolen 
four-wheeler from a nearby city. The case was turned 
over to the originating jurisdiction for investigation.
--Don’t I Know You?-- A Montgomery County game 
warden received a call from a local deer camp lessee 

who said he was texted photos of a truck entering the 
property without consent.  While responding to the 
location, the warden provided sheriff’s deputies with 
the location of the lease and the layout of the property.  
The deputies walked into the property, due to heavy 
rains and the lack of 4X4 vehicles.  They apprehended 
a suspect, who entered the camp illegally and was fill-
ing bags with hunting equipment.  The warden arrived 
and aided in getting the suspect, the suspect’s vehicle, 
and the officers out of the property.  The warden had 
previously arrested the suspect for theft of property 
and stealing an ATV and other property from a nearby 
deer lease in 2017.  The suspect was charged with bur-
glary of a habitation and had a parole violation war-
rant for the earlier charge.
--Trial by Fire-- A Polk County Game Warden re-
sponded to a boat fire on Lake Livingston. Upon ar-
riving, the warden observed five individuals swim-
ming in the water near a boat engulfed in flames. A 
young boy swimming from the flames stated he was 

tired and could not swim well. The warden removed 
his gun belt, swam toward the boy, and pulled him 
to safety. He noticed another individual struggling to 
swim and assisted him safely back to shore. The boat 
fire was extinguished by Onalaska Volunteer Fire De-
partment. All occupants of the vessel were safe and 
uninjured.
--Gator Done-- Orange County Game Wardens re-
ceived a call from the Orange County Sheriff’s Office 
Dispatch reporting several deputies were attending to 
an alligator near Bridge City.  A game warden respond-
ed to the popular fishing spot and discovered three 
teenagers had caught a 7-foot alligator. The youths had 
also enlisted the help of another person to kill it.  The 
three teenagers were cited for taking the alligator in 
closed season. The alligator was turned over to a nui-
sance control hunter. Cases are pending.
--The Other White Meat--The Texas Game Warden 
Criminal Investigation Division (CID) provided Bexar 

Hours
10 AM till

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays
Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

When You Build That Thirst
Hooking Those Big Bass,

We have what you want to 
quinch that thirst!
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County Game Wardens with information regarding an 
individual selling deer meat on Craigslist. The game 
wardens responded to a residence in Southern Bexar 
County where the suspect admitted to attempting to 
sell the deer meat and gave information where the 
white-tailed deer had been killed. The individual was 
cited for selling white-tailed deer meat.
--What’s My Age Again?-- Wise and Jack County 
Game Wardens observed a male subject who ap-
peared to have passed out on a pontoon boat.  His 
legs were hanging from the passenger compartment 
near the engine while the vessel was underway.  The 
wardens stopped the boat and determined the subject 
was underage and highly intoxicated.  Other minors 
on the boat also admitted to consuming alcohol.  An 
adult on the boat confessed to one of the wardens that 
he provided the alcohol knowing underage occupants 
were consuming it.  One subject was placed under ar-
rest for public intoxication and another arrested for the 
purchasing/furnishing alcohol to a minor.  Citations 
for minors in consumption of alcohol were issued to 

the occupants who had a detectable amount of alcohol 
in their system.
--X Marks the Spot-- Bell County Game Wardens 
were contacted by a local landowner’s agent who was 
on the property hunting hogs when he came across 
a male individual digging for arrowheads without 
the landowner’s permission.  Wardens arrived on the 
scene and discovered an eight-foot hole the suspect 
had dug and several artifacts. The wardens arrested the 
digger. The suspect had a lengthy criminal history and 
had recently been released from the penitentiary.  He 
was charged with antiquities code violations, criminal 
trespass, and criminal mischief.  Cases are pending.
--Party Foul-- A Travis County Game Warden issued 
multiple citations to an individual operating an illegal 
party boat. In an attempt to skirt party boat regulations 
and avoid trespassing charges, the captain of the ves-
sel coached the attendees of a bachelorette party to 
announce themselves to the marina as “friends”. Con-
sequentially, the party boat was denied access to the 
marina. However, the marina was kind enough to pro-

vide a legal captain and lease the party another vessel to 
finish their celebration.
--Deep in the Weeds-- Jackson County Game Wardens 
were patrolling the coastal area of Jackson County for 
fisheries enforcement.  They observed two individuals 
sitting in a truck at a local boat ramp of Carancahua 
Bay. There were kayaks in the bed of the truck and fish 
in a trash bag. The individual on the driver’s side ap-
peared nervous during conversation.  One of the war-
dens asked the subject numerous times if there was any-
thing illegal in the vehicle.  The male subject changed 
the topic each time.  Eventually, he stated that there was 
a little bit of weed in the vehicle.  After conducting a 
search of the vehicle numerous drugs were discovered 
and seized including: 17 grams of methamphetamine, 
a THC vape pen, and thirty pills of hydrocodone and 
amphetamine.  The male subject was arrested on four 
narcotics charges and a parole warrant.

Service Marine on Lake Fork
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Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at Jamie’s 

Restaurant off Hwy. 17N
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