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Robert Washington from Waterproof, LA., won the heaviest over the
slot in the 20th Annual Berkley Tournament with this 9.48-1b. hawg

Randy Klevinski, Plantersville, TX., won the heaviest under the slot in Jimmy Houston set a hook on Lake Fork when he cut the ribbon at the
the 20th Annual Berkley Tournament with this 3.13-Ib. hawg. (See Full Grand Opening Celebration of the Jimmy Houston Big Bass RV Park
Story on Page 4) located at 3944 TX Hwy 154. (See Full Story on Page 5)
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T R 1d f Fl l A sht thi Leo MOS@S, 10 yrs. old, from Kaufman, TX.,
g eyno S om orlen, caught this caught this 8.79-1b. bass on 8-lb. test line, Sat- Jamle Russell from Graham, TX caught this

8. 53 lb bass on .Saturday in the 8 o’clock hour urday in the 11 o’clock hour Winning $1,000 in 9.06-1b. bass on Saturday in the 2 o’clock hour
winning $1,000 in the Berkley Tournament. . Berkley Tournament. winning $1,000 in the Berkley Tournament.

Caney Point RV Resort
Roger For Infio #903-524-5311

Now Leasing ~ Big Waterfront Lots
Kiddie Water Park Right Across Road! : - : T
Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge " Relax at Pavilion With Friends
" that crosses Lake Fork. $100 Discount 1st Year Lease Fish Off Our Pier
Doggie Play Areas - Golf Practice Area Concrete Boat Ramp

Want a Wonderful World?? Live Like Christians!!

Yes, It’s That Easy! Try It!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork - Big 12°x 65’ RV Pads

2 Miles of Shaded Walking or Jogging Trails
Through the Woods on These Scenic Trails
Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity,
Security Gate, Paved Roads & Street Lights
Have Fun on Your Electric Golf Carts
: Enjoy Looking at Many Deer and Other Wildlife
olf'Practice Relax at Pavilion With Friends- Fish Off Our Pier

T 'I"II.I-I', shie

Area" Owned By Christian American ]
= . Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!! Caney Boint
Abundant Wildlife For Scenic “WE ARE THE BEST!!” RV Resort

Pleasure
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By: Don J. Hampton

Bubba isn’t an individual that is asked to say the grace
much when it comes to meals. Don’t get me wrong
Bubba considers himself religious and is always thank-
ful to the ““Good Lord” for all his blessings. But, come
on people, Bubba is Bubba!

If Bubba is asked to say the grace, you never know
what kind of thanks you may hear. Ifhe is really hungry
you might hear, “Good bread, good meat, God Bless,
let’s eat, AMEN!" If he is really hungry and not feeling
like a bear just out of hibernation and in a good mood
you might hear, “Rubby dub, dub, bring on the grub,
Yeah God, AMEN!” But, if Bubba has had a snack just
before meal time, like tasting the turkey as he is slicing
it, get ready for a long winded grace like you’ve never
heard before. During these blessings he would have a
country revival preacher squirming in his seat. During
this course you might hear Bubbette throw in four or
five AMENS. Not because she’s filled with the spirit
or that she agrees with what Bubba is saying, but rather
because she’s trying to shut him down. This is some-
thing one can really expect to hear at Thanksgiving at
Bubba and Bubbette’s home.

Each year at Thanksgiving and Christmas, Bubba is
the designated turkey smoker. He does smoke a mean
turkey and all his relatives think he is the best and his
smoked sweet potatoes and oyster dressing is a culinary

Great Ways To Go *“0Out of Business™

Think Your Location is Your Best Advertisement;

delight also. The bad part of this is that the cook tastes
his cooking before he will serve it. If you thought this
would spoil his appetite, you are wrong. This just puts
him at the table not being hungry as a bear and it being
Bubba’s household the Thanksgiving blessing belongs
to him.

The beginning and the end of his grace are book wor-
thy. It is just all of those things in the middle that will
have you starving before the last AMEN. Believe me
when he says, “AMEN?”, there is a chorus of “AMENS”
around the table!

He will start by thanking God for all the blessings he
has bestowed on his family and friends. He asked him
to bless this great country we live in and for all the sol-
diers that defend our freedom and way of life. He will
thank God for the food they are about to partake of and
that he will nourish it to the goodness of their bodies,
but then Bubba will say thanks for everything he feels
important.

He is liable to start off by thanking the “Good Lord”
for Lake Fork and all of the good lakes he has fished
throughout the year. He’ll be thankful for his sharp
hooks, strong line, and prized possessions such as his
rods and reels. He’ll put in how much he appreciated
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When It Comes To Thanksgiving, Bubba May Be The Turkey Full of Grace

the fish biting and that they might on his future trips be
as hungry as some of his kinfolk are getting at the table
during his blessing. He will thank the Lord for his boat,
motor, electronics and as always for his pick-up truck.
He’ll be thankful for the weather, the tournaments he
won, the great trips he has been on, and on, and on, and
on! Sometimes during these blessings Bubba would
run down the EVEREADY Bunny! I do believe he
would stretch them out more if he wasn’t afraid his food
would get cold!

Bubba is pretty smart in a sense the way he explained it
to me. He said, “I’ve got a captive audience! No matter
how long I say grace, none of my kinfolk are going to
get up and leave a table full of good vittles!”

When Bubba finally says “AMEN”, I think the chorus
of “AMENS” is basically because everyone’s so glad
he’s finally come to an end, but probably to drown out
Bubba putting in a P.S.

Bubba always finishes his prayer with sincere thanks.
He is thankful for his life, his wife, his family and
friends, for the great country we live in, and that all may
be blessed with the Lord’s spirit.

Isn’t that something we all should put in our prayers!

“Happy Thanksgiving from our home to yours!”
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20th Annual Berkley Big Bass Tournament on Lake Fork (coinmeajon page

By Don Hampton

The 20th Annual Berkley Big Bass Tour-
nament was held on Lake Fork on October
18th and 19th. Over 1,300 anglers represent-
ing numerous states came to try their luck
to win some of the money to be given away.

Anglers could not complain about the weather on
Saturday. Winds were moderate out of the South
and the bass responded. Sunday did draw some
complaints with the northern that came in with
cooler temperatures. The catch wasn’t as good on
Sunday as it was on Saturday. Many of the an-
glers said they could not fish on their favorite spots
on Sunday because of the white caps and winds.

Although there were only 5 bass over the slot
of 24” Lake Fork did show out. The bass 16
and under ranged in the high 2-pound category
with many ranging 2.70-pounds and higher. This
shows what the future of Lake Fork has in store.

With the pay-outs ranging from $1,000 for 1st
Place in each hour to $200 for 10th Place many
anglers took home good money for a 2-pound
plus bass. Other anglers that landed in 11th
through 15th received an Abu Garcia reel and
16th through 20th received an Abu Garcia rod.
So if they didn’t receive a check they weren’t
completely disappointed receiving a nice prize.

As in all of Berkley Big Bass Tournaments there
is a Grand Prize of a Skeeter Bass Boat given to
the heaviest bass under the slot and the heaviest
over the slot. This year to commemorate Berkley’s
20th Annual they gave the same Skeeter ZX200
to both the heaviest over the slot and the heavi-
est under. Randy Klevenski from Plantersville,
Texas won the heaviest under with a bass weigh-
ing 3.13-pounds. For his catch he won $1,000
hourly and a Skeeter ZX200 powered by a Yamaha
SHO and Skeeter built trailer. Winning the heavi-
est over the 24” slot was Robert Washington from
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Roofing is just the PEANK of
our home and repair expertise.

. lgeler
rroo

fing

ROOF AND REPAIR SINCE 1876

Give Brooks Beeler a call for a free
roof inspection or quote!

www._BeelerRoofing.com

Waterproof, Louisiana with a bass that weighed
9.48-pounds that he brought to the scales in the
12 o’clock hour on Saturday. For his great catch
he took home $1,000 in hourly cash and a Skeeter
7X200 powered by a Yamaha SHO and a Skeeter
built trailer. Also taking home $1,000 in hourly
monies for bass 24” and over was Mack Randle
from Sulphur Springs, Texas with a 7.55-pound
bass; Tater Reynolds from Florien, Louisiana with
an 8.53-pound bass; Leo Moses from Kaufman,
Texas with an 8.79-pound bass; Jamie Russell from
Graham, Texas with a 9.03-pound bass. In the 2024
Berkley Tournament there was only one over 24”
weighed in during the course of the tournament.
This shows fishing is getting better on Lake Fork.

An exciting point in the tournament was when 10
year old Leo Moses weighed in an 8.79-pound he
caught. Leo caught this bass on 8-pound test line
and when his father went for the net he already had

(See 20th Annual...Continued on Page 9)

- New Ruufs

Roof Repairs
Complete Re-Roofing
Metal Roofs for Manufactured
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PLUS! We also do:

- General Construction and Repair
- Fencing
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303.34/.8484
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- Window Installation
- Window Replacement
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Jimmy
By Don Hampton

Houston

Spirits were high at the Grand Opening
Celebration and Ribbon Cutting at Jim-
my Houston Outdoors Big Bass RV Park.

Jimmy Houston set his hook on Lake
Fork and many came to visit, get an au-
tograph, and view the ribbon cutting.

The celebration kicked off at 2:00 pm on
Friday October 17th. Visitors were wel-
comed with cookies, drinks and signage.
Raffle tickets were passed to each visi-
tor with some really great gifts given away
every thirty minutes. All guests were able
to purchase one of Jimmy’s many books.
Also present were food trucks and vendors.
In attendance were various Chamber of Com-
merce around the area and other organizations.
All visitors met the staff and Jimmy Houston.
They enjoyed friendly banner with Jimmy

Big
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RV  Park Grand

Bass

and were entertained with some of his great
stories and experiences he has had over the
years as a professional bass angler and tele-
vision host of his show. He also shared about
the many trips he has had here on Lake Fork.
The Ribbon Cutting was conducted by Jim-
my at 2:30 pm. He also had some funny re-
marks about the over-sized scissors provided,
but we all know everything is bigger in Texas.
At 3:00 pm entertainment was provided by
acoustic music by The American Soldier Show.
Guest were free to explore the boat stor-
age facilities, RV sites, their new of-
fices, the bathhouse and more.
Through the complete celebration Jim-
my and the staff were most cordial, friend-
ly and outgoing. In all I would have to say
it was quite a success. I would also venture
to say that Mr. Houston probably had writ-
er’s cramp from signing all the autographs.

Page 5
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Enjoying the beautlful day and the great cel-
ebration were Kandy Murphy, Jimmy Hous-
ton, and Stephanie Culver.

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY!

*Tent Camping

% 903.385.3334

< lakefork@patriotrvparks.com
& patriotrvparks.com

* Easy In & Out Deep Water Access Boat Ramp
* 3 Boat Ramps * Fishing Pier * Boat Storage

*Wi-Fi & Internet TV for Motel, Cottage & Bunkhouse
*Daily, Weekly & Monthly Long-Term RV Sites Available

845 CR 1987
Yantis TX 75497
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By Whitt Smith

November is one of my favorite times to fish
Lake Fork. Plus, it’s a beautiful time just to be
in East Texas.

November is moving bait season for me, most-
ly. I love to fish with Crankbaits, spinnerbaits

—
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13 14 15 16
17 19
20 21 22

23 24
25 26 |27 28 29 30
31 32 33 34 38
36 37 38 39
[ac 41 42
35 a4 45 (46
(47 48 49 50
51 52 53 54 55 56
57 59
80 62
63 65

CLUES ACROSS

1. An equal exchange juniper berries

5. Blemish 41. Trade
9. Workplaces 42. Record
13. Ebb or rip 43, Repeats
14, Cleat, naut. 45. Relative biological effective
16. Incite ness (abbrev.)
17. Liquor from toddy palms 47. __ Lilly, drug company
18. Ridge 48. Softnesses in music
19. William __, Buffalo Bill 51. Wishful pursuit
20. Hospital employee 57. A way to look
23. Leased 58. Language used in nonliteral

24. Angular unit sense
25. Emergency workers, abbrev. = 59. Bog down
26. Script 60. Show off

31. Radicactivity units 61. Overhang

34. Become drunk 62. Calendar month

35. Defensive nuclear weapon 63. Monetary unit of Western
36. Wings Samoa

37. An open skin infection 64. Chest (Scandinavian)

38. Sock 65. Runs down

40. Strong liquor flavored with
CLUES DOWN

1. Excel Asian part of Russia.
2. One who cables 31. Finger millet
3. Saying 32. Settled down
4. Toy dog 33. Hamlet for one
5. Sports equipment. 34, Lonely
6. In a way, wrapped up 37. Make a pig of oneself
7. Affirm 39. Tumors
8. Network of nerves ' 41. Brine
9. An omamental sunken panel 44. Change mind
in a dome 45, Most prevalent
10. Miri 46. Howl
11. Stratum 48. Spiritual leaders
12. Eyelid infection 49. Pen name of Louise de la
15. Ridges Ramee
21. Type of recall, abbr. 50. Thong
22. Composition for nine 51. Cheats
26. Infections 52. Giant
27. Pool sticks 53. Mounted soldier
28. Isodor ___, American Nobel 54. Asian nation
physicist 35. Yugoslavian city
29. Wading birds 56. Hisand

30. A city that’s located in the

Answers on Page 21
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and bladed jigs, as the Bass are following Shad
schools around, gorging up for the onset of Win-
ter. Go to work with the 4 X 4 of Bass Fishing,
the Squarebill Crankbait or a lipless crankbait.
Don’t be shy on line size on your Squarebill
crankbait, as you want to fish it near, against
and around cover. I run 17-20 Ib Seaguar InvizX
Fluorocarbon on mine and the same on the lip-
less crankbait. A rod specifically designed for
crankbaits will help you keep Bass hooked up
when they head shake or make that last hard dive
at boat side. For square bills, a rod the size and
build such as the Dobyns 705CB or 706CB is the
ticket. They make the 705CB model in many dif-
ferent series to fit different budgets. I prefer a 7°
3”to 7’ 6” rod for a lipless crankbait, with the rod
action rating depending on if I’m fishing grass
and need to snap the lure out of it or not.
Seawalls/bulkheads, rip rap, backs of pockets,
coves and creeks or the last bit of deep creek

Jamie’s Restaurant

271 CR 1558 * Alba, TX., 903-765-2087

Located at Lake Fork Marina
New Owner * New Attitude

Great Service * Great Food

Breakfast Served Until

11A.M.
Salad Bar

Daily Lunch Specials

Large Menu Selection

Sunday 5 A.M. ~ 2 P.M.

Sandwiches * Burgers
Fish * Steaks

& Much More!!
Open Mon ~Sat.5AM. ~9 PM.

November

channel back in a creek are places to target Bass
ambushing baitfish this month.

Ripping bladed jigs out of vegetation can be
productive earlier in the month. But as tempera-
tures drop and the vegetation starts to die back,
Bass will gravitate to hard wood structure. Pick
up a trusty pitching rod 7’ to 7’ 3”or skipping rod
6’ 10” to 7’ with some 20 Ib test Seaguar InvizX
Fluorocarbon with a
pegged TX Rig craw/
creature bait or jig
and go to work around
shallow to mid-depth
timber and docks.

I hope you get to enjoy
the November weather,
foliage, fishing and
lack of angling pres-
sure. Happy Thanks-
giving to everyone and
be safe out there.

Daily
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Waterfowl Hunters:

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD)
encourages waterfowl hunters to take action to pro-
tect Texas water bodies from the spread of aquatic
invasive species like zebra mussels and giant salvinia
that can degrade waterfowl habitats and block access.

Hunters can make a difference to help protect
waterfowl and the hunting experience by sim-
ply taking a few minutes to clean, drain and dry
their boats and equipment, including decoys and
other hunting gear, before traveling from lake
to lake. These simple steps help keep these in-
vasive species from spreading to new waters.

Agquatic invasive plants can easily become entangled
or trapped on boats and boat trailers or even tow vehi-
cles and be moved to other lakes. Hunters should also
make sure they aren’t inadvertently carrying invasive
species on other equipment like waders, decoys, de-
coy bags and marsh sleds by cleaning, draining and
drying this equipment as well. A video to help hunt-
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Help Stop the Spread of Invasive Species

ers learn how to properly clean, drain and dry their
gear can be found on the TPWD YouTube Channel.
Giant salvinia, a highly invasive, free-floating
aquatic fern that can double its coverage area in a
week, can produce thick surface mats that impact the
ecosystem and aquatic life and make access for hunt-
ing, fishing, boating, swimming and other water rec-
reation nearly impossible. It only takes a single frag-
ment moved to a new lake to cause a new infestation.
“Giantsalviniais oftenthoughtofasaplantthatblocks
recreational access for anglers and boaters, but it can
cause serious problems for waterfowl hunters too,”
said John Findeisen, TPWD aquatic habitat enhance-
ment team lead. “Not only does it form thick mats
that block hunters’ access to prime waterfowl hunting
areas, but it can also outgrow and replace the native
plants that waterfowl rely on for food and habitat.”
Giant salvinia is currently present on 28 East Tex-
as lakes and numerous rivers, creeks and marshes

Page 7

largely between Houston and Beaumont. How-
ever, other invasive plants are present in many
other lakes, and it is important to be vigilant and
clean, drain, dry when leaving any water body.
Zebramussels, non-native shellfish that attach to hard
surfaces, pose a significant threat to our lakes and our
economy. These invasive mussels cause costly dam-
age to boats and infrastructure for water supply and
control, alter lake ecosystems and cause harm to na-
tive aquatic life. They also litter shorelines with haz-
ardous, sharp shells that impact lakefront recreation.
“Waterfowl hunters can help keep invasive mussels
and aquatic plants, that may also have mussels at-
tached, from being moved and harming more lakes
by taking a few minutes to remove mud, plants and
debris from boats, along with draining all water before
leaving the lake and allowing everything to dry com-
pletely afterward before traveling to a new location,”
(See Waterfowl Hunters..... .... Continued on Page 10)
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308 E Coke Rd

MWMeat Mankict
903-342-0300
Winnsboro, TX

At Our Location Between Broolishires & MceDonald's

Custom Smoking For The Holidays
Deer Processing (Sceasonal)
Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage » E.E. Wilson Syrup « Honey » Ribbon
Cane » Sorgham » Moonshine Syrup

A Fresh Selection Just For You!

Dlspatch * Skm * Quarter
On Your Property.
Hang, Process, & Package
At Alexander Meat Market.
For Pricing Information
Call: Donnie 903-975-5849
or Caden 903-975-5890 *903-342-0300
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November Crappie Flshmg

By Terri Moon

November brings
cooler weather, falling
leaves, and some of the
best crappie fishing of
the year on Lake Fork.
As water temperatures
begin to drop to the low
to mid 60’s, it triggers
that fall feeding push
before winter sets in.

As the lake transitions,
in early November,
crappie start moving
from their scattered late
summer patterns back
toward deeper brush
piles, bridge columns,
and standing timber
near creek channels.
These transition areas
are often 15 to 25 feet
deep and hold both
black and white crappie
this time of year. You’ll
often find them sus-
pended just above the
brush, grouped tightly
and ready to feed.

Electronics make all
the difference now.

Forward-facing sonar or
down imaging lets you
see schools clearly, to
determine what depths
you need to target. In
November, crappie are
usually suspended 12-
20 feet down, hovering
just above structure.
Once you mark fish,
present your bait just
over their heads. Keep
your movements slow

and steady. A gentle lift
and pause often outper-
forms constant motion.
If you are vertical jig-
ging, hold your bait still
for several seconds be-
tween twitches.

This is the time of year
to check the 154, 515
east and west bridges
— they will hold tight
to concrete. When the
water dips below 60 de-
grees, check the deeper
brush around the Lit-
tle Caney area off sec-
ondary points or creek
bends. Just remember
when a cold front hits,
fish deeper and slower.
Windy or overcast days
can push crappie tighter
into cover.

November is a great
month to rely on both
jigs and minnows. I use
1/16 and 1/8 oz. jigs de-
pending on wind and
the depth I'm fishing.
The bait colors that pro-
duce in November has

been Money Milk, Blue
Ice, or any shad color
in soft baits, and black/

chartreuse, pink/white
tail, and electric chick-
en in hand tied baits.

So, don’t miss out on
one of Lake Forks most
productive months of
the year. Bundle up,
keep your coffee hot,
and take a camera and
experience November
excitement on Lake
Fork!

Now — the most ex-
citing November hap-
penings is that it’s time
for Lake Fork Marinas
“Customer  Apprecia-
tion” month specials!
They discount the price
of rooms, plus 25%
off all tackle, gifts,
and clothing. It’s a
great time to stock up
on baits, and do your
holiday gift shopping.
If you haven’t been to

(See November Crappie..
Continued on Page 21)
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20th Annual Bel‘kley Big Bass (Continued from Page 4)

it in the boat. This young
angler may be a pro
some day in his future.

There was a few mis-
haps in the tournament
and a few derogatory re-
marks made on the situ-
ation. These individuals
need a tournament edu-
cation on how to mea-
sure a bass. Rules of the
tournament are handed
out to each angler and
it is their responsibility
to read and understand
them. If they do not
abide by the rules they
are the ones at fault. As
a tournament director

myself, if an angler does
not fish by the rules they
are disqualified. You
cannot let one angler
slide on an infraction. If
you do you have cheat-
ed every angler in the
tournament. So, anglers
read the rules and fol-
low them and you will
not learn that DQ does
not mean Dairy Queen!
In all it was a great tour-
nament as many anglers
wished. More than a few
went home with more
money in their pockets.

Chad and Jeff and the
crew of BassChamps

did an excellent job in
conducting the tourna-
ment. The Lake Fork
Sportsman Association
did a tremendous job
with their Live Release
Boat in returning all
the bass back into the
lake in good health to
be caught another day.

For more informa-
tion on BassChamps
tournaments check
out their website at
www.basschamps.com

Hope to see you

all on the water.

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17
South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”
2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479

Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,

2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,
New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel « RV Park « Guide Serves « Boat Ramp
Boat Storage Units $45/mo.

Visit Us Online www.gofishfork.com

903-474-7479

C—LRISH |
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3736 TX Hwy. 154
Yantis, TX 75497
(903) 309-8465

GoFishLures@gmail.com
Large Selection of Baits & Tackle

Open 7 Days a Week
6am.~6

GoFish Cafe* Breakfast Served To 3p.m.
Serving Great Meals
Mon. - Sat. 6a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 6 am. - 2 p.m.
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GnFlsh Boat Storage
Best Boat Storage at Lake Fork

Visit online: www.gofish-lures.com
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Waterfowl Hunters: Help Stop the Spread of Invasive Species (continued from Page 7)

said Monica McGarrity, TPWD senior scientist for
aquatic invasive species. “Taking just a few minutes
for these simple steps can help prevent impacts on
ecosystems, infrastructure and recreation, and make
a huge difference in our efforts to protect and pre-
serve Texas lakes for current and future generations.”

Zebra mussels are now found in 39 Texas lakes
across seven river basins, as well as in reaches down-

TK ROOFING REPAIR & COATING SYSTEMS
22 Years in Business
Located in Yantis, Texas
All Commercial Roofing Systems
All Roof Coatings
Residential Repair Services

Free Estimates

Tim Lambert @ 214-395-1100

email: tim.lambert63@verizon.net

stream of infested lakes. TPWD and partners monitor
numerous at-risk lakes around the state for early de-
tection of zebra and closely related quagga mussels.
Once they’ve been introduced and established in a
lake, nothing can be done to control or eradicate them.

On top of the harm invasive species cause aquatic
ecosystems, water infrastructure and the recreational
experience at lakes, the transport of these organ-

isms can result in le-
gal trouble for boaters.
Transporting prohibited
aquatic invasive species
in Texas is illegal and
punishable with a fine
of up to $500 per vio-
lation. It’s also the law
that boaters must drain
all water from their boat

and onboard receptacles, including bait buckets, be-
fore leaving or approaching a body of fresh water.
They must also remove all invasive plants from the
boat, trailer and tow vehicle before leaving a lake.

TPWD and partners monitor for invasive spe-
cies in Texas lakes, but need your help. Anyone
who finds them in lakes where they haven’t been
reported before — or who spots them on boats,
trailers or equipment being moved— can help
identify and prevent new introductions by report-
ing the sighting of invasive species being moved
to TPWD immediately at (512) 389-4848 or by
emailing photos and location information for new
invasions to aquaticinvasives@tpwd.texas.gov.

To learn more about giant salvinia, ze-
bra mussels and other invasive species in
Texas, visit tpwd.texas.gov/Stoplnvasives.

Danny Holder
Lake Fork Guide Service

Licensed Professional Guide
Offering:
Full/Half Day Trips
Individual or Corporate
Trips
Bass * Crappie * Catfish

903-638-3913

TMINHOW BUCKET '
- MARIGA

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-242
~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber
, ~N *Samantha * Lexie * Reygan

AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER
FAST « FRIENDLY. SPEEDY « REPAIRS & SERVICE

“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”
New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort « Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner

903-850-4477
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Quail Surveys Raise Expectations for Another

Quail hunting season kicks off on Nov. 1 in
Texas, and the annual Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD) roadside survey revealed
some encouraging population numbers heading
into opening day. Good habitat conditions along
with timely rainfall helped bobwhite and scaled
quail production this last spring and summer.

“Texas Parks and Wildlife Department biolo-
gists covered over 3,300 road miles in early
August during our annual roadside quail sur-
veys,” said Patrick Schutz, TPWD Upland
Game Bird Program Leader. “Overall, we are
encouraged by the numbers in this year’s sur-
veys and anticipate a good season for hunt-
ers especially in the Rolling Plains, South
Texas and Trans Pecos regions where popula-
tions have traditionally been the strongest.”

otorGuide ML

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS *

trolling motors.

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS *

s  Fishfinders,

I you den't stand behind sar Troops,

FRONT OF THEMT or needs repair.

9!1]3 383 3232+ AUHGRIZEDDE&LER

ek Continental

Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether itbea
bent shaft, an electrical problem in your motor, water in the lower unit,
a cable Issue, or you just need a part, our experienced tech will

you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized MotorGui
Service Center. We also do repalrs on Minnkota and all other makes
and models of trolling motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models o

Authorized Lowrance Electronics Service Center.
We also sell Lowrance Electromics products, such

transducers, anad

on the product), and supported for an additional three
I— gy g by the Lowrance 5-Year Advantage Program, which
R Mows castomvers to upgrade to the latest technology, at a

PLEASE FEEL FREETOSTAMDIN  discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails

Bobwhite quail benefited from improved habi-
tat for chicks thanks to above average rainfall
throughout most of their range. Bobwhite popu-
lations in the Rolling Plains appear to be similar
to lastyear butreports in many areas in this ecore-
gion show above average bobwhite numbers.

Teacup Mountain Wildlife Management
Area (WMA) in north Texas will provide a
new public hunting opportunity for this up-
coming season. Along with the Matador
WMA, TPWD expects average to above av-
erage hunting opportunities at these WMAs.

South Texas should provide good opportuni-
ties for hunters looking to harvest birds this
fall. The typical number of bobwhites seen
per route by biologists was 12.70 compared to
9.13 last year, above the 15-year mean of 9.78.

B & T T E R I E &

INSTALLATIONS

INSTALLATIONS

RCCESEOT e,
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Quality Hunting Season

“South Texas remains a stronghold and bob-
white populations appeared to increase the fur-
ther south you go within the region,” said Schutz.
“This region accounted for over 50 percent of
the estimated total bobwhite harvest last season
and biologists are encouraged by the bobwhite
numbers they’ve observed recently. Public hunt-
ing opportunities in this ecoregion can be found
at the Chaparral and James E. Daughtrey Wild-
life Management Areas and we expect these
WMAs to provide fair hunting conditions.”

The 2025 scaled quail population survey re-
vealed that population numbers increased across
their range. The average number of scaled quail
seen by biologists was above the 15-year mean

in all ecoregions and reported good carryover
(See Quail Surveys Raise... Continued on Page 12)

“Established In

1996”

Fridays &
Saturdays

4:00 pm - 9:00 pm
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Quail Surveys Raise Expectations for Another Quality Hunting Season (continued from Page 11)

from the previous year. Birds were observed on
more than 70 percent of the surveys in the Trans
Pecos ecoregion and on more than 50 percent
of the routes in the Edwards Plateau ecoregion.

“The Trans-Pecos and Edwards Plateau
were in drought conditions early on, but rain-
fall and habitat conditions improved through
mid to later summer,” said Schutz. “Ear-
ly spring rains and good habitat conditions
in the High Plains provided for some early
nesting, increased calling activity and mul-

Gf“_ REEL INN AND LODGE

REEL INN & LODGE
ozy, Themed Rooms with

903'878'2277(BASS) Lake Fork Fish Decor

2784 Highway 154 - FREE Wi-Fi-Pet Friendly
Quitman, TX 75783 - less than a mile from Lake Fork

Reelinnandlodge.com

tiple broods observed throughout the region.”
The Edwards Plateau and High Plains ecore-
gions made the biggest leaps in scaled quail
sightings during August surveys. The aver-
age number of scaled quail seen in the Ed-
wards Plateau was 14 per route compared to
6.38 last year, which was significantly above
the 15-year mean of 6.47. Out in the High
Plains, the number of scaled quail seen per
route by biologists was 7.75 compared to 3.83
last year, above the 15-year mean of 3.42.
TPWD biologists expect Black Gap and El-
ephant Mountain WMAs to provide aver-
age to above average opportunities for scaled
quail despite limited early season produc-
tion due to continuing drought in the region.
TPWD provides a full regional breakdown of
this year’s TPWD quail index survey for north-
ern bobwhite and scaled quail, including high-
lights and prospects. For county specific out-
looks, contact a local TPWD wildlife biologist.

Statewide surveys were initiated in 1978 to
monitor quail populations — historical survey
data, 1978 to 2025 — and are available on the
TPWD website. TPWD surveys are only de-
signed to provide a representation of bobwhite
and scaled quail populations at the regional lev-
el and local conditions may vary considerably.

Hunters taking advantage of Texas Public
Hunting Lands must have the Annual Pub-
lic Hunting Permit. Public land hunters must
check the Public Hunting Lands Map Book-
let to review regulations that may apply to
specific areas. The Texas Hunt & Fish app
can be used to complete on-site registra-
tion electronically at a public hunting area.

The Fisherman’s Guide News
Our email has changed it is now

fishnewslakefork@gmail.com

381 W.
Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69)
Emory, TX
75440
(903) 473-0061

Clean, spacious
rooms and suites.
Close to Lake Fork,
Tawakoni and
Canton First
Monday Trade Day
Located at
TX-276 & US 69

1026 E.

75440

Hot Tub,

Parking.

Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69)
Emory, TX

boolk.bestweslern.com

Premier rooms and
amenities including:
Banquet Room,
Swimming Pool and

Business and Fitness
Center and Boat

Located at
FM 515 and US 69
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TPWD Biologists Predict Favorable Season for Waterfowl Hunters

Abundant population numbers and above av-
erage rainfall during the summer months is a
confidence booster for hunters preparing for
the start of the new waterfowl hunting season.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
(TPWD) biologists indicated that teal, gad-
wall, wigeon, pintails, shovelers and red-
heads, key duck species for Texas hunt-
ers, are collectively plentiful and showed
population increases this past summer.

“Texas hunters can anticipate another strong
waterfowl season, though overall success will
depend on local water availability and the tim-
ing of cold fronts,” said Kevin Kraai, TPWD
Waterfowl Program Leader. “Hunters who
scout actively and find fresh shallow water
will have the best opportunities this season.”

Hunters will also benefit from the new
three-bird daily bag limit for pintails. A re-
cent analysis confirmed that pintails are
more numerous than the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service (USFWS) May Waterfowl
Breeding Population and Habitat Survey
detected. The new fall flight models also
indicate the potential for a greater sustain-
able harvest compared to previous models.
On the weather front, the above average
summer rainfall resulted in numerous res-
ervoirs and stock ponds holding more water
than last year. The increased water levels
have expanded habit for migrating ducks,
but hot and dry conditions during the month
of September have begun to reduce shal-
low wetlands, playa lakes and other sur-
face water. Hunters can expect birds to con-
centrate in areas where rainfall or active
management has maintained fresh habitat.
On the coast, irrigation restrictions tied to
low Highland Lake levels last year have re-
sulted in fewer flooded rice fields this fall.
Rice acreage across the state is slightly low-
er than last year and continues to trail the

long-term averages. The upshot are habitats
in coastal marshes and large reservoirs are
in good condition. Most High Plains playas
are also still holding water, but new rainfall
is needed to prevent them from drying out.
The National Weather Service outlook
calls for a developing La Nina this win-
ter which usually means warmer and drier
conditions are more likely. However, in-
dividual cold fronts will continue to drive
waterfowl migrations into Texas and hunt-
ers should be prepared to take advan-
tage of these weather events as they occur.
In addition to ducks, TPWD biologists denote
that goose hunting prospects are strong due to
a second year of improved productivity that
could send more juvenile birds south. Those
factors typically lead to better decoy response
and higher harvest success for Texas hunters.
More information regard-

(See TPWD Biologists ...Continued on Page 20)
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Falcon, Xpress, Veranda or a quality used boat!

www.sartinmarine.com

FINANCING AVAILABLE - CERTIFIED MECHANICS. 1

Ask About Our Service Specials R i
903-383-7726 Toll Free 866-920-8331 _SERVICE ONALL MAKES

OPEN TUES. ~ SAT. & MODELS
AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES: AUTHORIZED '
DEALER FOR: GARMIN * HUMMINBIRD * MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA - “.

MERGURV”@YAMAHA GARMII:L ssuzukl 290 FM 1567 WEST

MARINE




November

E Fisherman’s Guide News You Can Use”

‘ PROTECT & PROVIDE

T)'s FireArms

Custom Orders For
Rifles, Pistols, & Ammo

3361 N. FM 17, Alba, TX 75410
_ 903-343-1421 - ljsf irearms@ outiook com_

tj sfirearms com

:_3
[ - (OHESEEORCHLUSBEFOREYOUBUY

| ﬁﬂumwmn{amw- :

m‘ﬁ:ﬁ“‘bﬂv(ﬂ!%dwﬂ

_ (ﬁtSwmgdw of a free people).
B o-—* & )a_—o

e Bight of the People -
, "The whole of the ; an individual right,
'-.ﬁ; fgcmmt.

Ty e

ar and camy "arms” of whatever type necessary
.{?m‘“’ fgwdz.!

——‘—W”P—-—

. Ghalluot be nfrnged -

\\"b hm
 or encrodched upon in ary dm:

PROTECT & PROVIDE

BT Ifyouare looking for the best in personal protection, BOND ARMS ¢4 | Ti{L |
has something that will fit your needs! These aren't your typica |
| handgun, Their manufacture in Granbury, Texas, the double AR
barrel handgun is the smallest, the most powerful, best built personal
protection you can carry.They currently offer 20+
different models, as well as40+ interchangeable barrel

3961 NFM 17, ALBATX 75410
903-343-1421

THE SHAI.I.IST, ¢
MOST POWERFUL,
BEST BUILT,
PERSONAL PROTECTION,
YOU CAN CARRY.

AR FORKBORT RS

HOT WATER SYSTEM
OELESERNE- COINOPERATED

OR
HAND WASH / DETAILING

S3G1T N FiwWv 17
L LB, TEIXAS
BDO3I-3JA3IZ--142"1

R &S SLIDE Ol O
-1, cpxchxs CPX-4,D

e 3

DE S5G

MS

PROTECT & PROVIDE

SUPPLIERS
DEALERS

- G ===




“ThelEisherman:s Guide;News You Can Use” November

Mack Randle from Sulphur Springs, TX., i ¢

caught this 7.55-1b. bass on Sunday in the 1 Ricky Phllllps from North Carollna was fish- Debbie Ogletree Kemp was fishing Lake Fork
o’clock hour winning $1,000 in the Berkley ing Lake Fork with guide Whitt Smith when when she caught this nice bass over the slot.
Tournament. he caught this hawg. C.P.R. Weight not provided. C.P.R.

— rOoLATSGU 714 S Main St.
Quitman, TX 75783
903-763-58R9

COMm

BLAZER
_ BOAT, DEALER
,. ,e"’a‘;”-’ == 2’/

Envi= vdmuhs
Boat New Life

REPOWER NOW

@2 MERCURY

GO BOLDLY:

= o ATENRY Platinum Elite Stocking ~. -
e ot Eaeilas ey SHALLOW WATER F4 PRO HULL




November “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome
Mayvy 15, 16,17, 2026

$180.000 = v sre

B;my‘?rfﬂ o “The Wish to Fish Foundation”
Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764
Gramd Priges Include:
$40,000 For the Heaviost Bass Over The Slot
$30,000 For the Heaviest Under The Slot, $20,000 Early Incentive Draw
(Barly Entries Only, Received Before April 30. 2026 and mmst be present to win)
11 Places Paid Hourly: 1st - S600 * 2nd - $400 * 3rd - $300 * 4th - 5200 * 5th - 3175
6th - $150 * 7th - $135 = 8th - $125 * 9th - $115 = 10th - $110 * 1st Out of 10th $100 GC

BONUS T-SHIET HOUR EVEREY HOUR OF THE TOURNAMENT
For More Information Call: 903-360-6993 or 903-360-6994 Email: fishnewslakefork@gmail.com
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That

By Dianne Spradling, President

As this year is coming to a close we are very
grateful for all of our members as well as the
great folks that came by to visit with us at the
various tournaments this year. We meet peo-
ple from all over the country and also got to
see friends from years past. It is always fun to
see everyone.

We are looking forward to starting some new
projects to help keep Lake Fork the best big
bass lake in the state. WE will keep you post-
ed on the projects as they come up.

We got to attend the induction of Rick Clunn
and Ann Thomasson Wilson to the Texas
Freshwater Fisheries Hall of Fame. It was a
very reflective and informative evening. Lots
of interesting stories. We also attended the
Sharelunker inductions the next day.

The general monthly meetings are held the
2nd Tuesday of each month at Jamie’s Res-
taurant and starts at 6:30 pm. Quite a few of

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

November

us show up about 5:30 and eat a great dinner.
Please come and check us out.

If you have any questions or concerns,
please email us at Lakeforksportsmansasso-
ciation@gmail.com or feel free to email me at
Di61462@icloud.com or call my cell number
at 214-794-2340. We hope to see you soon.

Lake Fork
Sportsman’S

ASSOCIATION

Prcscrotag The Lepend
Rods, reels, tackle, and fishing-related equip-
ment are needed to support the High Schoo
Fishing Tackle Program sponsored by Lake
Fork Sportsman’s Association. LFSA requesty
donations of new and used fishing articles that
will be cleaned, assembled, and refurbished
Items will be further donated to area high
school fishing teams.
Call Terry Long, 214-206-7504 or Pat Kostial
619-379-6920 for more information or to arj
range a donation.

S Lake Fork”

-,

3 '\-'-.ﬁ ]ﬂ-]'.ll']mmr i v

For the past 27 years Lake Fork Sportsman’s
Association has been Preserving the Legend
that is Lake Fork with their Live Release
Boat at tournaments releasing catches back
healthy in the lake, planting new grasses, and
establishing fish habitat.

Lake Fork
Sportsman’S

ASSOCIATION
Phreseneing Tie Legond
Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each
month beginning at 6:30 pm at
Jamie’s Restaurant off Hwy. 17N

"Wish To Fish
Foundation'

Needs Your Hel

If vou know a family that has a child that -:..',
meets our criteria, just have them call us.
We'll take over from there!

" Recanse ever i

1!

B ) [E TR ]

Help U&S The Word!

cltiled dexerves a clrance do fisht"™
¥

" Every child deserves a chance to fish!" Children dicagnosed or who hiave exper Ié‘ﬂﬁﬁrf it !He-rfsfememng ifness or ae-
cident sometimes do not have that apporiiioe. Now through the "Wish to Fish Foundation™ they can have that day
in the swn with their familv. Any family with a child between the ages 3 to 18 vears of age that has been diagnosed or
treated for a fife-threatening fllness or accidernt is invited (o come fish Lake Fork for any species of fish at NO COST!
Lodoing, meals, and fishing are provided for, Tiis aflows the family to spend quality time together fishing without wor-
ries or expenses. The outing includes one night lodging, meals, refresfiiments, snacks, afl on a 26' Tritoon Pontoon,
{accompanied with a 9-1-1 clhase boat for any emergency that may occur. Al bait and fishing equipment provided, If
you are, or know of a family that meets the above criteria, contact us! Help us spread the word, we are here for the

cliffdren!

For Scheduling or More Info Contact: Don Hampiton, Founder & Program Director
visit our website: www.wishtofishfoundation.com
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Marting  FISUERMANS NN Lake Fork Tournament J amie ’S
; ritman, T 75783
Quitman, TX 75 Schedule Nov. thru Jan. Restaurant
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903 765-2037
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903-782-5699 Quitman, TX 75783
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Ducks ~ $425 X 4 .
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$2K AOY 8372 W. FM 515 Yantis, TX 75497
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Family Owned & Operated
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al Quitman ‘Winnsboro

 903.763.5020  903.342.5303
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Monte Coleman's

. eto
DISCOUNT BAIL #% January %® | |East Texas Optical, Inc.

BONDS 2476 West Highway 154 + Quitman, TX.,
Quitman, Texas * 407 Stephens NO TOURNAMENTS HAVE 903-878-2451 ox 8004428266
Right Across From Wood County Jail
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TPWD Biologists Predict Favorable Season for Waterfowl Hunters (continued from Page 13)

ing duck seasons and daily bag lim-
its can be found in the Outdoor Annual.
Light and dark goose season starts Nov. 1 in
the East Zone and West Zone More 1nforma-

tion regarding goose seasons and daily bag
limits can be found in the Outdoor Annual.
Kraai reminds migratory bird hunters that
they need to make sure they are Harvest
Information Program (HIP) certified and
confirm the questions are answered cor-
rectly. HIP surveys allow biologists to get
an accurate sample of hunters so the US-
FWS can deliver harvest surveys to a sub-
sample of hunters during the hunting season.
Hunters should purchase their new 2025-26
Texas hunting license prior to hitting the field.
In addition, waterfowl hunters will also need
a migratory game bird endorsement, federal
duck stamp and HIP certification. It’s also re-
quired by law that hunters have proof of their
completion of a hunter education course.
The Duck Stamp Modernization Act of 2023
modified provisions of the Migratory Bird

Cabins

Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~

Children

903-473-8784 « 306 PR 7332 « Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy. 515 to Ralns CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles

Aminities Include Direct TV
Microwave « Coffee Pot
 Mini-fridge

RV Sites o Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups
Annual « Monthly « Weekly « Overnight
Covered Pavilion « Restrooms
Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station

Boat Ramp
Playground For The

Sleeps 3

Sleeps 6

Hunting and Conservation Stamp, commonly
referred to as the Duck Stamp, now allowing
an individual to carry an electronic stamp (E-
stamp) for the entire waterfowl hunting season.
A physical Federal Duck Stamp will be mailed
to each E-stamp purchaser after the hunting
season between March 10 — June 30, 2026.

Hunters can find waterfowl season dates,
regulations, bag limits and more on this
year’s Outdoor Annual. Hunters can also ac-
cess digital copies of their licenses via the
Outdoor Annual and Texas Hunt & Fish apps.

Anyone hunting on Texas public hunting
lands must purchase an Annual Public Hunt-
ing Permit. Texas has more than one million
acres of land for public access. More infor-
mation about these lands and locations can
be found on the TPWD website. Hunters us-
ing public lands can complete their on-site
registration via the Texas Hunt & Fish app.

ABOUT ME
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their tackle store, you
will be amazed at what
you’ll find there. It’s a
shoppers paradise! Get
your rooms booked by
calling 903-765-2764.

As the days grow short-
er, the bite will slowly

Fish Friendly

Practice Goad

Sportsmanship
& Help Reep
Oir Lake Clean

“The Fisherman’s Gu:de News You Can Use”
November Crappie Fishing (consinued from Page 8) S

move deeper, but for
now, November crappie
are thick, hungry, and
ready for anyone will-
ing to put in the time.
It’s a great time to enjoy
the fellowship of friends
on the water! If you

Just The Right Answers

are thinking of chasing

reach me at 903-335-
0941.
My best to you all!

Fish Friendly

some crappie, you can

Sponsored By:

Wish To Fish Foundation
903-360-6994 www.wishtofishfoundation.com
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Fruit Find
There are 14 fruits hidden throughout the
scrambled puzzle below. See how many you can
find and circle. The words go horizontally and
vertically, backward and forward.
APRICOT HONEYDEW
BANANA LOGANBERRY
BOYSENBERRY MANGO
CRANBERRY NECTARINE
CURRANT PLUM
DATE TANGELO
GRAPE TANGERINE
B YRRETUPARGTIO
OL OGANZBEBERIRYZC
Y OGNMAARUCCATPR
TANGETRTINEUPTIN
A TAYRIRTTIDNE A E
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T MUSTANG
-’__ RESORT
-~ Motel, Marina,

R.%. Parlk and
Professional
CGruide Service

Fork’s Little Mustang

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas

Beautitul 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat
Parking * Comtoriably Decorated in Fostic Cedar

W 2 Tull-Sized Beds * Cable TV & WIIKT
¥ Refrigerater ® Coffec Malier
® Individual Heating & Air Conditioning
# Electronic Security Gate

Itv7s Dailv WeekvyMonchly/Annoally

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store ¥ Tackle * Bait * Fax

S07 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 754110)

Call: (203) 705-2548 Fax: (203)7065-3089

Email; mustangi@ltexascellnet.com
Yisit on the web: www.musianeresorit.com

First National Bank
” of East Texas

Together, We're Better

Welcome
All Visitors

& Anglers To Lake Fork
And The Area

First National Bank of East Texas
417 South Main 1947 FM 2946
Quitman, Texas ) w1 gop 564  Emory, Texas

903-763-4545

=r

CENDER

Mineola, Texas 903-474-8055

903-569-1082
www.fnbetx.com Member

“Branches of First National Bank g m o=
Of East Texas, Gilmer” FDIC
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By " afpm

Hwy. 154

Yantis, TX 75497
(903) 309-8465

GoFishLures@gmail.com
Large Selection of Baits & Tackle

Open 7 Days a Week
6a.m.~ 6y

GoFish Cafe* Brealdfast To3p.m.
Serving Great Meals
Mon. - Sat. 6a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 6 am. -2 p.m.
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B ¥ - -
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GoFish Boat Stuﬁge
Best Boat Storage at Lake Fork
Visit online: www.gofish-lures.com

Game Warden Field Notes

The following items are
compiled from recent
Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department law enforce-
ment reports.

—Bee Careful!— A swarm
of bees attacked a rancher
utilizing an open top bull-
dozer to clear brush from
his property when he in-
advertently ran over their
hive. Unable to be re-
moved from his vehicle, a
ranch hand covered him in
blankets and called emer-
gency services for assis-
tance. Supported by local
EMS, Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, and Eldorado Vol-
unteer Fire Department,
Schleicher and Sutton
County Game Wardens
responded to the incident.

The volunteer fire depart-
ment sprayed down the
area to remove some of the
bees. One of the respond-
ing wardens, an avid bee-
keeper in his spare time,
applied his knowledge to
reach the rancher. Wear-
ing his personal beekeep-
ing suits, the wardens and
sheriff were able to remove
the man from the bulldoz-
er. Since the area was inac-
cessible to EMS vehicles,
the wardens cleared their
truck and transported the
severely stung operator to
EMS vehicles who were
waiting to take him to the
hospital. He recovered
from his injuries.

—Tubin’ to the Oldies—
Real and Uvalde County

November

Game Wardens received
a call about a 67-year-old
man who had been sepa-
rated from his family while
tubing down the river. Af-
ter interviewing the family
and the outfitter, wardens
determined that the tuber
failed to exit at the desig-
nated area and continued
downstream. One of the
wardens drove to a nearby
ranch where he launched a
drone in an attempt to lo-
cate the tuber. At the same
time the other warden
spoke to the foreman of the
ranch and requested assis-
tance in locating the tuber.
The foreman spoke to a
group of tubers who said
they saw the individual.

(Continued on Page 24)
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By Sue Hampton

People look forward to the
Thanksgiving holiday for a
number of reasons: there’s
the opportunity to see fam-
ily and friends, children rel-
isha couple of days off from
school, and most everyone

Give the turkey a
serve “Bubbette’s

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

Give Tom Turkey the Night Off This Year

enjoys the overflowing
table of holiday treats.

Traditionally, Thanksgiving
and turkey go hand-in-hand,
however that doesn’t mean
that the holiday would flop
should you choose to serve
another main course in the
turkey’s place. (The turkey

day off when you
Autumn Chick-

en With Dijon Cider Sauce” for your
Thanksgiving dinner.

probably wouldn’t mind ei-
ther!)

Bubbette’s Autumn
Chicken With Dijon
Cider Sauce

Sauce:

2 cups apple cider

1-1/2 cups 1% milk

2 tablespoons com-starch

2 tablespoons Dijon mus-
tard

Yateaspoon salt

Ya teaspoon ground black
pepper

1/8 teaspoon ground red
pepper

Apples:

2 tablespoons butter

2 large apples, with peel,
cored and cut into 1/4-inch
rings

Chicken:

1/3 cup all-purpose flour

3/4 teaspoon salt

Y teaspoon ground black
pepper

6 boneless, skinless chicken

breast halves

1 tablespoon dry sherry or
apple juice

To make the sauce: In a
medium  sauce-pan, bring
the cider to a boil over me-
dium-high heat and cook
for 15 minutes, or until re-
duced to 2 cup. Transfer
to a cup and let cool. In the
same saucepan, add all but 2
tablespoons of the milk. Ina
cup, dissolve the comstarch
in the remaining 2 table-
spoons milk and add to the
pan. Stir in the mustard, salt,
black pepper and red pep-

pet. Cook and stir over me-
dium heat for 3 to 5 minutes,
or until the mixture begins
to thicken. Stir in the cooled
reduced cider. Cook and stir
until bubbly. Remove from
the heat and set aside.

To make the apples: Pre-
heat the oven to 200F. Melt
the butter in a large skillet.
Add the apples and cook
over medium heat for 3
minutes per side, or just until
tender. Transfer to an oven-
safe platter and place in the
oven to keep warm. Leave
the butter in the skillet for
cooking the chicken.

To make the chicken: In
a shallow dish combine the
flour, salt and pepper. Place
the chicken breasts between
two pieces of plastic wrap
and, using a mallet, pound
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each to 1/2-inch thickness.
Dredge the chicken in the
flour mixture and shake off
any excess. Place the chick-
en in the skillet that contains
the butter. Cook over medi-
umv-high heat for 5 minutes
per side, or until a thermom-
eter inserted in the thickest
portion registers 160 F and
the juices run clear. Transfer
to the apple platter and keep
warm in the oven. Add the
sherry or apple juice to the
skillet. Cook and stir over
medium heat for one min-
ute, scraping up the browned
bits from the bottom of the
pan. Add the cider sauce and
cook for 4 minutes, or until
heated through.

Armange the chicken and
apple slices on 6 dinner
plates. Top with sauce.

308

E Coke Rd

F 4

Pecat Warrlict
903-342-0300

Winnsboro, TX

At Our Location Bebween Broolsshires & MNMeDonald®™s

Custom Smoking For The Holidavs
Deer Processing (Seasonal)
Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage « E.E. Wilson Syrup * Honey = Ribbon
Cane = Sorgham = Moonshine Syrup

A Fresh Selection Just For You!

Dlspatch * Skln * Quarter
On Your Property.
Hang, Process, & Package
At Alexander Meat Market.
For Pricing Information
Call: Donnie 903-975-5849
or Caden 903-975-5890 *903-342-0300
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Game Warden Field NOteS (Continued from Page 22)

The information was relayed to both wardens and based
off their tips, the wardens located the individual and re-
turned him to his family.

—Shell Shocked— A warden was contacted by a state
biologist about an inquiry made by a local elementary
school regarding rehabilitating Texas tortoises. After
learning more about the situation, the warden determined
that the school was keeping approximately 24 tortoises
inside a small atrium on school property. Unfortunately,
the tortoises were a threatened species and unable to be
possessed by any individual or entity. School staff stated
that several years ago they acquired two tortoises and
over the years, students brought more tortoises into the
facility. The warden arrived at the school to collect the
tortoises for TPWD assisted relocation. In doing so, the
curious students and staff gathered around the atrium to
watch and the warden made use of the attention by tum-
ing the removal into an impromptu educational program
on the tortoises and their natural habitat. The tortoises
were later released at a nearby ranch in prime Texas tor-
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toise habitat.

—Mother Knows Best— Over the Memorial Day week-
end, game wardens conducting water safety patrols were
sent videos of a male jumping off a red and white boat,
harassing and capturing a Canada Goose. Despite efforts
to locate the boat and the individuals involved, wardens
were unable to track them down. Two months later while
conducting a water safety check on a different boat, the
same wardens who initially received the videos noticed
several of the occupants on the vessel wearing identical
hats to those in the video. One of the Wardens humorous-
ly asked about the hats and if they knew the individual
who had caught the goose in the video. The occupants
confirmed they knew him and affirmed their knowledge
of the “goose video”. They pointed to a male in the back
of the boat and identified him as the “goose capturer”.
The Wardens asked the identified male to join them on
their boat for further questioning. The male admitted he
was the one in the video and said his mom had warned
him that he was going to get into trouble. He added, I

should’ve listened to my mom!” Wardens explained to
the individual the definition of “Hunt,” according to Tex-
as law is “To capture, trap, take or kill, or any attempts
thereof.”” Accordingly, the individual was issued a citation
for “Hunting Canada Geese in a Closed Season.”” He was
also issued a written warning for ‘“‘Hunting Canada Geese
by Illegal Means and Methods.” The goose survived.

—Old Fishing Buddy— Texas Game Wardens were pa-
trolling for water safety and recreational fishing activity
when they received information regarding a boat that po-
tentially possessed over the daily bag limit of red snap-
per. The Wardens located the unoccupied boat moored at
a dock. Upon performing an inspection, twenty-one red
snapper were found on board, exceeding the individual
fishing limit. Wardens attempted to contact the occupants
of the house where the boat was docked. After approxi-
mately thirty minutes of knocking, announcing, speaking
with neighbors and attempting to call the suspect and his
family members, an individual exited the residence. The

(Continued on Next Page)
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suspect was immediately evasive when questioned about
the red snapper in the boat. He stated that he had caught
them with five other people but only provided one name.
The Wardens contacted the individual who stated he had
not talked to the suspect in fifteen years. The suspect ad-
mitted to going over his daily bag limit to the wardens.
Seventeen red snappers were seized, and citations issued,
along with civil restitution.

—Sting Operation— In August, a concered citizen con-
tacted Montgomery County game wardens regarding
a neighbor keeping an alligator in his back yard. The
wardens responded to the home where the alligator was
reportedly kept. The homeowner admitted to capturing
an alligator 4 or 5 feet in length from Lake Conroe, trans-
porting it home to show his kids and then releasing it the
next day. The wardens inspected the property and noticed
aroom full of aquariums. Knowledgeable in aquatic spe-
cies, one of the wardens identified the animals as fresh-
water stingrays, which are an invasive species and illegal
to possess. Through further conversation, the homeown-
er also admitted to removing a small alligator snapping
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turtle from Lake Livingston and keeping it in a tank. As
the largest freshwater turtle in North America and a threat-
ened species, it is illegal to capture or possess one without
apermit. After discussing the matter with the homeowner,
he agreed to assist game wardens in relocating the ani-
mals to better suited facilities. The turtle was donated to
the Spring Creek Nature Center, which is permitted to
possess native species and display them for educational
purposes. The stingrays were transported to Moody Gar-
dens to educate the public about different ecosystems and
the harm that invasive species can cause to local wildlife.
—Perception Pays Off— The El Paso County Sheriff’s
Office Major Crimes Unit released a “Be on the Look-
out” bulletin to assist in the identification of an individual
and vehicle last seen leaving a crime scene in the San
Elizario area. An El Paso/Hudspeth County game war-
den remembered the vehicle from a recent encounter with
fishermen which resulted in the arrest of the individual.
The warden contacted the lead investigator and passed
along the identifying information. Several days later, El
Paso County Sherriff’s detectives notified the warden that
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without firm leads in the case, the information he shared
with their office was vital in locating the subject and the
vehicle. Due to his inter-agency collaboration, an arrest
was carried out.

—Hold the Pepper— In September, a Bexar County game
warden received a call from Austin communica-tions
about dove hunters peppering lo-cal residences with shot-
gun pellets. Upon arrival to the field, the warden observed
two gentlemen hunting. As he drove up to the individuals,
one of the gentlemen stood up and shot a bird that fell a
few yards from him. The warden pro-ceeded to complete
a hunting check. He spoke with the indi-vidual and asked
if he was aware of the type of bird he had just shot. The
hunter did not know. The warden informed him that the
bird was an American kestrel, a protected bird of prey,
and is not allowed to be hunted or harvested. The warden
checked the other hunters in the group and discussed the
issues around peppering, ensuring their shotgun pellets did
not cross property lines. A citation was issued for harvest-
ing a protected species. The case and civil restitution are
pending.

Service Marine on Lake Fork

NOW IN THEIR 35th YEAR OF BUSINESS OFFERING “SERVICE FIRST”
WE WILL FLOAT YOUR BOAT WITH “BIG SAVINGS’

“BE READY FOR BIG FUN ON THE WATER”

TOHATSU

Fead the Wirsd™

ﬁEﬁﬂgﬂy Certified Service Center
T Mercury, Yamaha, Tohatsu

2 Stroke Oil ~ Mercury & Yamaha

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909

i poar aew £

YIOL! = F_T ALL THE

GLORY.

www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

E Sales * Service
Installatlon

you can stop your
boat swiftly and
silently with the

touch of a button

and keep your boat
securely in place,
even in heavy wind
and current.

visit us online at:
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www.lakeforkoutdoors.com

\;a\‘e York Outdﬂ%9

dsilcox@lakeforkoutdoors.com

If you would like
gtk
PISHERIAN'S
CYIDE WS

- Devoted Professional
-Licensed Service

-Full or Half Days

- Seasonal Pattern Fishing

- Personalized Attention
+Day or Night

+ Individual or Group Trips
- Instructional Techniques

Dan Silcox
1463 Pr. Rd 6395
Alba, Tx 75410

Guide Service 9037806595

Delivered to you, a

24 hour Service Credit Terms Availabl

friend, or relative’s v
Monte Coleman's

home for 1 year

(12 Issues) DISCOUNT BAIL
::;ﬂ::ijj; Quitrmran, TEJESM*EGS? Stephens
Money Order R nat & Homest Serviee T o

MName & Address to: (903) 763-4844
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Yantis, TX,,
72497

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each
month beginning at 6:30 pm at Jamie’s
Restaurant off Hwy. 17N
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2, o ol ! I

-'a_

Quitman, Texas 75783 -
903-763-2232 '
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381 W,
Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69)
Emory, TX
75440
(903) 473-00061

Clean, spacious
rooms and suites.
Close to Lake Fork,
Tawakoni and
Canton First

Located at
TX-276 & US 69

1026 E.
Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69)
Emory, TX
75440

boolk.bestweslern.com

Premier rooms and
amenities inclading:
Banquet Room,
Swimming Pool and
Hot Tub,
Business and Fitness g

Center and Boat -
Parking.
Located at
FM 515 and US 69

Best
PLUS
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20th Annual Rig Bass Tournament
May 1617118, 2025

Now Accepting Reservations For
Commercial & Vendor Spaces
For May 14,15, 16, 17, 2026

Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake
Fork to fish this fournament! What better fime to advertise &

promote your products, merchandise, or company!
Call Today: 903-383-7748 Email: fishnewslakeforki@gmail com
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All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome
May 15, 16,17, 2026

$180.000 = cwobsruie

Eenefiting “The Wish to Fish Foundation”
Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 203-765-2764
Gramd Prizes Inclwde:
$40,000 For the Heaviest Bass Over The Slot
$30,000 For the Heaviest Under The Slot, $20,000 Barly Incentive Draw
M’mmmm.ﬂpﬁl 30. 2026 dﬂh?ﬂh‘h}

11 Places Paid Hourly: 1st - S600 * 2nd - 5400 * Ird - 5300 * 4th - 3200 * 5th - 3175
Gth - S150 * Tth - $135 * Sth - $125 * 2th - 5115 = 10th - $110 * 1st Out of 10th 3100 GC

BONUS T-SHIRT HOUR EVERY HOUR OF THE TOURNAMENT




