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LAKE FORK “The Big Bass Capital Of Texas”

Discrepancies Arise Over SRA Proposals
  Changes in rules and 
regulations that SRA 
is proposing could 
have a devasting effect 
not only economically 
for our lake. These 
proposals would not 
only effect our lake 
and area but also to 
Lake Tawakoni and 
Toledo Bend.
  Every RV Park on 
Lake Fork was per-
mitted by SRA to be 
developed exactly as 
they have been devel-
oped.  Each park is in-
spected annually and 
required to correct any 
problems found within 
a specific time frame.  
SRA does follow-up 
inspections to make 
sure requirements are 
met.  Failure to correct 
the problems would 
result in the loss of the 
permit.  Park owners 
are required to have 
liability insurance and 
co-insure the SRA.  
Each park pay fees to 
lease the leaseback 
AND they also pay 
property tax to Wood 
County on the lease-
back portion of our 

parks.
 There are 4 proposals 
that affect EXISTING 
RV parks.
1.      Signage for 911 
(no problem here, we 
all need to do this)
2.      Changes in spac-
ing requirements for 
ALL RVs, (not just 
park models), on SRA 
leaseback by 2027.  
These proposed spac-
ing requirements ex-
ceed the spacing in 
many housing devel-
opments. Most parks 
would have to elimi-
nate at least half of 
their RV spaces to 
comply with this pro-
posed requirement. 
This will devastate 
the tourism industry in 
our area that will de-
stroy our fragile local 
economy.
3.      New rules that 
will require park mod-
els and tiny homes to 
be removed by 2030.  
This will affect nearly 
all RV parks and will 
result in a huge finan-
cial and personal bur-
den for park model 
owners and RV park 

owners.  The park 
models are generally 
the nicest and most 
well- maintained units 
in a park and owners 
have generally invest-
ed the most in their 
upkeep and improve-
ments.  Rules prohib-
iting park models are 
arbitrary and unrea-
sonable.
4.      New road re-
quirements proposed 
within the RV parks 
on leaseback proper-
ty. Proposed road re-
quirements exceed the 
specs of many of our 
county roads.  If all 
areas of RV parks are 
accessible to emergen-
cy vehicles and have 
adequate surfaces, no 
changes should be re-
quired.
 Park owners have in-
vested in all of the im-
provements that were 
APPROVED by SRA.  
This includes but is 
not limited to elec-
tricity, water, sewer, 
roads, ramps, etc.  RV 
owners have invested 

Cheryl Cavanagh of Lake Fork was fishing with guide Whitt Smith 
on December 6 when she caught this really nice bass. Weight not 
provided. C.P.R.

Kilina Goldenberg from Springfield, MO., was fishing with Lake 
Fork guide Whitt Smith when she caught this really nice bass. Weight 
not provided. C.P.R.
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714 S. Main St.
Quitman, TX 75783

903-763-5225
Visit Us Online

www.s2marine.com

BLAZER BOAT DEALER

CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN

PLATINUM ELITE STOCKING
LOOSE ENGINE DEALER

“Give Your Boat
New Life!”

(Engines In Stock)
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Discrepancies Arise Over SRA Proposals
in their RVs as well as improvements that have 
been APPROVED by SRA.  All park models 
and tiny homes on leaseback are within the 
SRA size requirements. Park owners and SRA 
have always had a public-private partnership 
arrangement and up until now it has been coop-
erative and beneficial.
  If these proposals are adopted, 40 plus RV 
parks will lose at least half of their customers.  
If any go out of business as a result, they will 
lose all of their customers. Do you think these 
people, if forced out of their spaces, will stay 
in our community? Is tourism not an important 
industry? For any of you who don’t think this is 
important for the community at large, here are 
a few things to consider.
How many electric customers will Wood Coun-
ty Electric lose?
How many internet accounts will Peoples lose?
How many water customers will Bright Star 
Salem lose?
How many customers will local restaurants 
lose?

How many customers will local lumberyards 
and hardware stores lose?
How many customers will Brookshires and 
Dollar General lose?
How many churches will lose members?
How many customers will nail salons and beau-
ty salons lose?
How many customers will local fishing guides 
lose?
How many customers will tackle shops, boat 
dealers, and boat repair businesses lose?
How many people will the fishing tournaments 
lose?  The tournaments who bring in much 
needed commerce to our area are an important 
component of our local economy and they in-
vest their resources to come here.
  If the SRA drives all of these parks out of 
business, do you think lenders are going to lend 
money for businesses of any kind around the 
lake or towns that depend on Lake Fork tour-
ism?
  Is it fair for a state agency to arbitrarily ruin 
livelihood and run off  friends and neighbors?

Businesses on Lake Fork have struggled to sur-
vive covid, 4 years of a struggling economy and 
inflation of every single expense.  Last year the 
tax office tripled the value on many of the RV 
parks. YES, we pay PROPERTY TAX on this 
precious leaseback that we don’t even own.   
  Now we are at the mercy of a state agency, with 
whom we have always had a good relationship, 
that suddenly wants to change the rules after we 
have invested capital to make improvements 
based on their APPROVAL of the plans. This is 
not right and you all know it.
  Motel guests generally come and stay a few 
days.  They eat at restaurants but rarely get 
out and do other things in the community.  RV 
guests spend time here throughout the year, and 
become more invested in the local community.   
They have whole groups of family and friends 
who gather here to enjoy all that Lake Fork has 
to offer.  Most visit frequently and some spend 
entire seasons here.  Many from northern states 
summer in the north and spend all winter here.  
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Bubba’s Resolution is Making a Naughty List For Next Christmas 
By: Don Hampton
 
   Twas the season, and as far as Bubba is concerned it’s “Tis 
the season,” still. While everyone else was making a list of 
New Year’s resolutions, Bubba is making out his Christmas 
shopping list for December, 2025. While a resolution for 
the New Year is made to improve one’s character or habits, 
Bubba’s list is going to make better shoppers next year out of 
his family and friends.
  Just like Santa, he has a list and he is checking it twice to 
see exactly who shopped naughty or nice for him. For those 
that bought Bubba “Fishing Stuff” their names are going on 
the nice list. This will be very beneficial for these individu-
als because he’ll shop for them very meticulously and with 
much thought and care. I would believe his motives for this 
are truly self-serving.
  His two favorites and on the top of his 2024 nice list were 
Bubbette and Bubba, Jr. They know him real well and know 
about the list he makes after Christmas each year. They al-
ways know just the right items to buy him. It also makes 
shopping for him real easy. Each year they buy him gift cer-
tificates so he can go buy his own “Fishing Stuff”. Bubba 
keeps their names on the top of his list.
  For those individuals that gave Bubba a present that didn’t 

include “Fishing Stuff” and bought him items that just can-
not or will not fit into his way of life or thinking, well, they 
will find their name on his naughty list. 
  I quoted the old cliché to Bubba, “It’s not the gift that counts 
but the thought!” Of course he quoted me back one of his 
own, “Well, they should have put a little more thought into 
these,” he said holding up a paisley tie and a potted plant. On 
those two presents I had to agree with him. 
  I’ve known him longer than anyone and I haven’t seen him 
in a tie for at least 30 years. I’ve gone to weddings, gradua-
tions, funerals, baptisms, and even a couple of bar mitzvahs 
with him and he has never worn a tie. He cleans up pretty 
nicely but you can’t force him to wear a tie. He has even in-
formed me that when the good Lord takes him he will not be 
wearing a tie. I’d say he feels pretty strongly about a tie.
  Bubba is the type that wouldn’t say anything to the person 
that gave a present to him and he wouldn’t even try to take 
something back to a store but he always seems to find a good 
use for everything. So don’t be surprised or laugh when you 
see his boat tied up to a stump on Lake Fork with a paisley 
tie, unless you’re the one on his naughty list.
  When it came to the potted plant, this really spurred my curi-
osity. Whoever gave Bubba this surely didn’t know about his 
naughty list. I even had the pleasure of watching him open 

this one. What really surprised me at first was how many 
times he checked the name card. I asked him later why he 
kept checking the name card and he explained, “The first 
three times I was just making sure it wasn’t meant for Bub-
bette and the fourth time I wanted to make sure I remem-
bered who sent that to me!” I’m going shopping with Bubba 
next year just to see what that individual is going to get. 
Knowing Bubba the way I do it will probably be purchased 
at a gas station.
  I did ask Bubba what his plans were for the potted plant just 
because I have one of those inquiring minds and you know 
how that goes. He had two options he was going to go with. 
First he was going to see if Bubbette wanted it, but since she 
doesn’t really have a green thumb either I expect it will go to 
Bubba’s second option. He’s going to put some earthworms 
in it, keep the soil moist, put some coffee grounds in it oc-
casionally so the worms will reproduce. That way he’ll have 
plenty of bait for bream fishing in the summer.
  If he does do the latter though, wouldn’t that mean that per-
son should be transferred to the nice list because technically 
it is now “Fishing Stuff”. If that is the case and he uses the tie 
the way he plans to, shouldn’t that person’s name be trans-
ferred to the nice list. Oh well, I guess it really is the thought 
that counts.    
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Learn and Practice C.P.R.
Catch * Photo * Release

TPWD Completes Purchase of Lake Colorado City State Park
  Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
recently announced it has purchased Lake Col-
orado City State Park in Mitchell County.
Prior to the purchase, TPWD leased the 500-
acre park from Vistra and its predecessors for 
more than 50 years. To purchase the property, 
TPWD utilized funding from Sporting Goods 
Sales Tax which was dedicated to the depart-
ment through the passage of Proposition 5 in 
2019. The proposition dedicates 93 percent of 
sales taxes on sporting goods to support state 
parks, historic sites and local park grants.
 “I am thrilled that we were able to complete 
the transaction that will ensure public access to  
Lake Colorado City State Park for future gen-
erations of Texans,” said Rodney Franklin, di-
rector of Texas State Parks. “Thanks to the sup-
port of our legislature and the voters of Texas, 
we will continue to acquire and protect the wild 
spaces of Texas.”

 “Vistra’s Texas roots go back more than 140 
years, and we value our longtime partnership 
with Texas Parks and Wildlife,” said Kyle Box, 
vice president of real estate at Vistra. “We’re 
proud to have been able to provide public ac-
cess to this privately owned land and lake for 
the last 50 years through a no-cost lease, and 
now it’s exciting to see this land in new hands 
but serving its same purpose – as a respite for 
our fellow Texans.”
 Located south of I-20 between Midland and 
Abilene, Colorado City State Park sits on the 
banks of the Vistra-owned Lake Colorado City, 
which serves as a cooling reservoir for Vistra’s 
power plant. Vistra will continue to provide an 
easement for lake access to park visitors. The 
park and lake have been a place for visitors to 
swim, fish, boat, paddle, hike, camp, and enjoy 
nature since 1971. Last year, more than 24,000 
visitors enjoyed the park as a respite from the 

dry West Texas climate.
 “Lake Colorado City State Park is a special 
place and we are thrilled that the park will con-
tinue to be a respite where people can recreate 
outdoors and build lasting memories that they 
can revisit year after year,” said Leslie Mc-
Guigan, interim superintendent of Lake Colo-
rado City State Park.
 Lake Colorado City State Park is the most 
recent example of TPWD using the Sporting 
Goods Sales Tax fund to acquire park land. In 
September, the department acquired 630 acres 
adjacent to Enchanted Rock State Natural Area 
near Fredericksburg, allowing for the expan-
sion of one of the state’s most popular sites.
 For more information about Lake Colorado 
City State Park, visit https://tpwd.texas.gov/
state-parks/lake-colorado-city.



   January        “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                 Page 5                  

845 CR 1987
Yantis TX 75497

* Easy In & Out Deep Water Access Boat Ramp
* 3 Boat Ramps * Fishing Pier * Boat Storage 
*Tent Camping
*Wi-Fi & Internet TV for Motel, Cottage & Bunkhouse
*Daily, Weekly & Monthly Long-Term RV Sites Available

Garner State Park to Partially Close for Construction
  The southern section of Garner State Park  
closed Dec. 1 to allow the Texas Department 
of Transportation and Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department to complete road construction and 
facility repairs.
 Construction is expected to last until summer 
2025 with a limited reopening in March.
 “As one of the most popular parks in the state, 
Garner consistently sees a steady flow of visi-
tors wanting to swim in the Frio River or hike 
Old Baldy,” said Jaime Creacy, regional direc-
tor for Texas State Parks. “Though we are glad 
everyone is enjoying these iconic Central Texas 
vistas, the high volume of visitors at the park 
through much of the year hinders our ability to 
do large scale maintenance projects to our most 
popular areas. It is our hope that by completing 
these necessary construction projects during the 
slower winter months, we will be able to bet-
ter serve our visitors in time for their upcoming 
spring and summer vacations.”

 Areas affected by the closure include the Pecan 
Grove and Oakmont camping loops and cabins, 
the pavilion, park store, mini-golf, Garner Grill, 
boat house, day-use picnic area, Frio River dam 
and rock beach.
 Additionally, all trails will be closed except for 
the Nature Trail and the Frio Canyon Trail.
 “Once construction is complete, we hope folks 
will be able to have a better experience when 
visiting Garner,” said Creacy. “For example, 
one of the repairs we will be focusing on is 
the scenic overlook on Park Road 29 along the 
Madrone Trail which has been closed for three 
years. We are excited that visitors will be able 
to experience and use it again.”
 During the closure, visitors will still have ac-
cess to more than 200 campsites available at 
the River Crossing, Shady Meadows, Rio Frio, 
Live Oak and Persimmon Hill campgrounds.  
The Cypress Springs Group area will also be 
open along with the group hall, 3.5- miles of 

hiking and biking trails, a playscape and the 
bird-viewing blind. The park will continue of-
fering interpretive programming and activities.
 For more information about the park, includ-
ing the closure, visit the Garner State Park web-
page.
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Answers on Page 21

“Happy New Year on Lake Fork!”
By Whitt Smith

  Happy New Year! Legendary Lake Fork is in great 
shape to begin 2025. What a fantastic time of year, as 
we have all the fishing seasons and their respective 
patterns to look forward to on this historic fishery. I 
don’t know about you, but I enjoy them all and the 
different techniques and lures that we use in each. 
  This month is a great time to lock a jerkbait in your 
hand and look forward to big Winter Bass suspend-

ed in timber, around bridge columns or near steeper 
banks/ drops/ points. I prefer 12 or 15 lb test Seaguar 
InvizX Fluorocarbon Line and a 6’ 8” to 7’ medium 
light to medium action rod for this technique, depend-
ing on cover present. A standard depth jerkbait and a 
deeper diving jerkbait are good to have on the deck. 
You can vary the depths these lures attain, and how 
they suspend or sink, by using suspend dots/strips 
or adding bigger or heavier gauge hooks. On sunny 
days, bass will rise in the warmer upper layer, making 
them vulnerable for the jerkbait. These fish are gen-
erally going to be near deeper water, as they like to 
move vertically this time of year to find their preferred 
water temperature. 
  The jig is the other iconic Winter Big Bass lure to 
have tied on in Winter. A pitching style for working 
timber and the root systems of such and a football jig 
for points, roadbeds, etc. With a pitching/ flipping jig, 
look for creek channel bends and the larger stumps 
along the creek channels. Throw in a creek channel 
swing bank and all the better.  I like a 7’ to 7’ 6” Me-
dium Heavy rod and 20 lb test Seaguar InvizX fluoro-
carbon line for this technique. Cast past the stump and 

work the jig, with your favorite trailer, up to stump and 
roots. A 1/2 oz to 3/4 oz jig are usually the best. 
  It’s also beginning to be time to have the East Texas 
legendary Red lipless crankbait tied on and ready to 
sling. Pro Tip on this lure is to use a Yo-Yo retrieve, 
sometimes, or all the time. Make long casts and let the 
lure hit the bottom or grass/ vegetation and then sweep 
your rod up, lower your rod toward the lure while tak-
ing up some slack, but allowing lure to hit bottom, 
again. They’ll often hit it on the drop or bottom, thus 
a high speed gear ratio reel is necessary to take up the 

slack. I prefer a 7’ 3” Me-
dium Heavy rod and 17 
to 20 lb Seaguar InvizX 
fluorocarbon for the lip-
less crankbait.  Areas to 
fish these lures are red 
clay banks/ points, flats 
on warmer afternoons 
or any areas with sub-
merged vegetation.  A 1/2 
to 3/4 oz lipless crank-
bait is recommended this 
time of year. 
  Weather is important 
to pay attention to this 
month, as far as gear and 
fishing is concerned. Be 
sure to layer up accord-
ingly for the cold and 
wind and carry extra 
clothes and a towel, in 
case you get wet or take 
an unexpected plunge! 
Wear those PFD’s as hy-
pothermia is real if you 
end up in the water. Open Mon. ~ Sat. 5 A.M. ~ 9 P.M.

Sunday 5 A.M. ~ 2 P.M.

Jamie’s Restaurant
(Formerly Moser’s Restaurant)

271 CR 1558 * Alba, TX., 903-765-2087
Located at Lake Fork Marina

New Owner * New Attitude
Great Service * Great Food
Breakfast Served Until

11A.M. Daily

Daily Lunch Specials
Large Menu Selection
Sandwiches * Burgers

Fish * Steaks
& Much More!!

My,
Oh My,

The 
Pie!!

Salad Bar
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17

South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,

New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel • RV Park • Guide Serves • Boat Ramp

Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online www.gofishfork.com

903-474-7479

 “If You Need It Clean We Clean It!”
 James Miller          903-574-6167

All Around Pressure 
Washing

&   
Mobile Detailing          

Soft Wash

Roofs

Semitrucks

Decks
Buildings
Parking 

Lots
Cars
RV’s

Boats
&

More

Public Access Lease Opening for Guadalupe River Trout Fishing
  Texas anglers have access to a prime location 
for rainbow trout fishing during the peak of the 
winter stocking season thanks to a Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department (TPWD) “no fee” ac-
cess lease on the Guadalupe River.
 Camp Huaco Springs, located between New 
Braunfels and Sattler, features nearly a half 
mile of bank access along alternating pools and 
riffles on the Guadalupe River. Anglers can use 
the bank, which is gently sloped and rocky, or 
wade fish both upstream and downstream to 
take advantage of a low-water dam at the upper 
end of the property or a deep pool at the lower 
end. They can also launch non-motorized boats, 
canoes, kayaks or other floatable devices for the 
purpose of fishing.
 Public access opened Dec. 6 and is available 
through March 3 from 30 minutes before sun-
rise to 30 minutes after sunset.
 “This lease location provides great bank angler 
access to river trout fishing coupled with gor-

geous Guadalupe River scenery,” said Patrick 
Ireland, TPWD Inland Fisheries Division San 
Marcos and Austin District Supervisor.
 TPWD will stock this and other sections of the 
Guadalupe River, also known as the Canyon 
Reservoir Tailrace, with more than 20,000 rain-
bow trout during weekly stockings from early 
December through late February. The stocking 
locations include Guadalupe Park at the dam, 
fourth and third river crossings on River Road 
and Camp Huaco Springs.
 The Guadalupe River Unlimited Chapter 
(GRTU), a partner of TPWD, also stocks Rain-
bow Trout throughout the river during the cold-
er months. The GRTU trout are typically larger 
than TPWD stock. Anglers should check the 
2024-25 Trout Stocking Schedule online be-
fore fishing to confirm the date and to find other 
winter trout stocking program angling locations 
and tips.

 Camp Huaco Springs falls under statewide 
trout regulations, so anglers may keep up to 
their daily bag limit of five trout with no mini-
mum length limit. Trout anglers 17 years of age 
and older will need a valid fishing license that 
includes a freshwater fishing endorsement.
 Anglers may find public access to the river in 
other areas being stocked with trout – including 
Guadalupe Park, operated by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers – but should note that spe-
cial regulations and limits are in effect starting 
800 yards downstream from the Canyon Dam 
release to the second bridge crossing on River 
Road.
  
  Camp Huaco Springs is located at 4150 River 
Road in New Braunfels. For more information, 
or to find leased River Access and Conserva-
tion Areas (RACA) on other rivers in Texas, 
visit the RACA program website.
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“The Moon Report”

“Lake Fork Crappie January 2025”
By Terri Moon

  First I want to wish ev-
eryone a “Happy, Blessed, 
and Prosperous 2025! Also 
I want to sincerely thank 
all of you that fished with 
me in 2024 with so many 
memorable moments! I ap-
preciate you all!
  I know January will bring 
cooler temperatures, with 
not as many fishable days 
– but, on those days be sure 
and check out the Boat 
and Tackle shows in your 
area. It’s amazing to see the 
growth of the crappie fish-
ing industry. From tackle 
to trolling motors, to elec-
tronics, and even the boat 
manufacturers are getting 
on board. There is even big-
ger and better payouts for 
the Crappie Tournaments 
giving way to more televi-
sion coverage ad exposure. 
So, whether you fish a little 
or a lot it’s always fun to 
go to these tackle shows to 
check out all the latest in-
ventions, and pick up some 
new things to try when the 
weather permits a fishable 
day.
  Now as far as the crappie 
fishing – with the drop-
ping water temperatures, 
the crappie will congregate 
out deeper in anywhere 
between 30 to 55 ft. along 
bends or intersections of 
creek channels, the 154 
and 515 bridges are known 
winter hotspots, and deep 
water timber or brush piles, 
and deep water humps. 
Just watch your graph to 
see how deep you need 
to target. The colder water 
makes the fish less aggres-

sive, so a subtle presenta-
tion is key. The only prob-
lem with this time of year is 
the crazy wind we’ve had 
to deal with. It’s not easy 
trying to find 40 – 50 ft. of 
water out of the wind! 
  I usually use a 1/16 or 1/8 
oz. jighead but when its 
windier I’ll go to a ¼ oz. 
In the hair jigs, Skippers 
in black and chartreuse or 
pink and chartreuse have 
been working. In the plas-
tics, Bonehead brush glid-
ers in silver shad or slick 
neon have been produc-
ing. But, don’t be afraid to 
change up colors to adjust 
to conditions. All of these 
baits are available at Lake 
Fork Marina along with 
any of your fishing needs. 
There is also a new Berkley 
bait out called the Power 
Switch that features a  
weight forward design for 
fast drop-ins to quickly get 
your bait in front of the fish. 
They come in 1-3/4 inch up 
to 5 inches and comes in 14 
colors. The 3-inch is perfect 
for this time of year because 
it’s matching the size of the 
shad they’ve been eating. 
This bait was made for bass 

fishing – but, I’ve found 
the crappie love them too! 
These are also available at 
Lake Fork Marina.
  I don’t know about you 
–  but, I’m sure hoping for a 
milder winter this year (and 
a little less wind would be 
awesome!)
  Looks like Lake Fork is 
being celebrated as one of 
the top crappie fishing des-
tinations along with trophy 
bass. Lake Fork doesn’t dis-
appoint – even in January. 
You just need to pick a nice 
day – bundle up, grab some 
hand-warmers, and your 
gear, the rewards are well 
worth braving the cold! 
Just keep thinking – Spring 
is just around the corner! 
Give me a shout if you 
want to get on the books for 
that excitement. You can 
reach me at 903-335-0941. 
Also, you can follow along 
on my adventures on my 
Facebook page under  Terri 
Moon – My best to you all 
and looking forward to see-
ing you in 2025!  
  
  You can reach me at 903-
335-0941 and on Face-
book.  
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Issac from Dallas, TX.,  was fishing with Lake 
Fork guide Whitt Smith when he caught his 
personal best. C.P.R.

Herb King had a good day fishing on Lake 
Fork when he caught this really nice beauty. 
Weight not provided. C.P.R.  

Bob Laskey was fishing on Lake Fork in De-
cember when he caught this nice bass. Weight 
not provided  C.P.R. 

Dispatch * Skin * Quarter
On Your Property.

Hang, Process, & Package
At Alexander Meat Market.

For Pricing Information
Call: Donnie 903-975-5849 

or Caden 903-975-5890
903-342-0300
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FAST • FRIENDLY• SPEEDY • REPAIRS & SERVICE
“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”

New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort • Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner

903-850-4477

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
   129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420
     ~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber 
                    * Samantha

A Salon For The
Whole Family!

Danny Holder
Lake Fork Guide Service
Licensed Professional Guide

Offering:
Full/Half Day Trips 

Individual or Corporate 
Trips

Bass * Crappie * Catfish

903-638-3913

22 Years in Business
Located in Yantis, Texas

All Commercial Roofing Systems
All Roof Coatings 

Residential Repair Services
Free Estimates

TK ROOFING REPAIR & COATING SYSTEMS

Tim Lambert @ 214-395-1100
email: tim.lambert63@verizon.net

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Causes Several Mortality Events in Texas Birds
  The National Veterinary Services Laborato-
ries (NVSL) confirmed the presence of Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in multiple 
locations throughout the state.  Disease experts 
indicate that HPAI is circulating among wild 
birds in Texas as waterbirds and waterfowl are 
on their wintering grounds.
  Most recent detections have been found in 
Wharton, Galveston, and Harris counties.
 Detected in all states across the U.S., HPAI is 
a highly contagious virus that transmits easily 
among wild and domestic birds. The virus can 
spread directly between animals and indirectly 

through environmental contamination.
 Because of the ease of transmission, Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) rec-
ommends wildlife rehabilitators remain cau-
tious when intaking wild animals with clinical 
signs consistent with HPAI and consider quar-
antining animals to limit the potential for HPAI 
exposure to other animals within the facility.
  The public can assist in interrupting HPAI 
transmission by limiting all unnecessary contact 
with wild birds. Bird feeders and water sources 
should be cleaned at least every two weeks with 
a solution of one part bleach to nine parts water. 

Change water in bird-
baths every few days 
and regularly remove 
wet feed and seed 
from feed and water 
sources.
 Additionally, game 
bird hunters should 
consider precautions 

such as:
* Disposing carcasses properly
* Wearing gloves when processing
* Avoiding consumption or processing of any 
sick bird
* Cleaning and disinfecting tools between car-
casses
* Cooking meat to proper temperatures
 Currently, the transmission risk of avian in-
fluenza from infected birds to people remains 
low, but the public should take basic protective 
measures if contact with wild animals cannot 
be avoided. The public and health care profes-
sionals can find more information about HPAI 
in humans from the Texas Department of State 
Health Services. If you had contact with an 
HPAI-positive animal and develop signs of ill-
ness, immediately contact your health care pro-
vider and let them know about the exposure.
  If you encounter a wild animal with signs con-
sistent with HPAI, contact your local TPWD 
wildlife biologist.
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“Established In
1996”

Lake Fork Guide Randy Oldfield caught this 
nice bass during the month of December. 
Weight not provided.  C.P.R.

Mike Goldenberg from Springfield, MO., was 
fishing Lake Fork with guide Whitt Smith when 
he caught this hawg. Weight not provided.  C.P.R.

Marshall Higginbotham was fishing with Lake 
Fork Guide Randy Oldfield and caught this nice 
bass during the month of December.  C.P.R.
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(See Toyota ShareLunker...Continued on Page 14)

Hefner Group Insurance
DISCOUNTS UP TO 40%

www.hefnergroup.com

AUTO BOATATVHOME

MINEOLA			   903-569-5115
MARSHALL			   903-935-0011
HOLLY LAKE		  903-769-5566
TYLER				    903-509-2468
LONGVIEW			   903-297-6787	 	
	

Toyota ShareLunker Program Wraps Up Another Outstanding Collection Season
  The 2024 Toyota ShareLunker program was 
full speed ahead and produced an exceptional 
collection season for the fourth consecutive 
year.
 Anglers contributed 19 Legacy Class Share-
Lunkers from seven different lakes throughout 
Texas. Three new waterbodies recorded their 
first Legacy Class fish.
 “Thank you to everyone involved in mak-
ing another great Toyota ShareLunker collec-
tion season,” said Natalie Goldstrohm, Toyota 
ShareLunker program coordinator. “We’re 
grateful that so many anglers caught their fish 
of a lifetime this season and then decided to 
share their ShareLunker to support a future full 
of bigger, better bass in Texas.”
  TPWD biologists implemented a genetic anal-
ysis of this year’s Legacy Lunkers and made 
some incredible discoveries. For example, they 
determined ShareLunker 666, reeled in by Lar-
ry R. Walker from O.H. Ivie, was a recapture 
of ShareLunker 646 originally caught by Mech-
elda Criswell on Feb. 27, 2023.
  A 13.20-pound fish from Lake Athens proved 

to be the offspring of ShareLunker 552 which 
was caught by Randall E. Claybourne on Jan. 
12, 2014 at Lake Fork. This is the first time a 
Legacy Class descendant from this specific 
family tree was discovered in the ShareLunker 
program.
  Of the 19 Legacy Class ShareLunkers, 13 of 
the fish had secondary relationships to either 
previous Legacy Class fish or other ShareLunk-
ers that anglers submitted scale samples for ge-
netic analyses. Tissue from a pair of full siblings 
from Oak Creek were submitted by Criswell 
through the ShareLunker app. One of these fish 
was caught in 2023 and the other in 2024. All of 
these findings highlight the valued partnership 
that the ShareLunker program facilitates with 
anglers throughout the world.
 Unfortunately, one of this year’s 19 Legacy 
Class fish, the 13.42-pound ShareLunker 662 
from Inks Lake, perished due to extenuating 
circumstances. However, in the last five years, 
the program has achieved an excellent overall 
fish survival success rate of 94 percent. The last 
time a Legacy Lunker perished in TPWD care 

was more than four years ago, in 2021.
 “The TPWD hatchery teams work diligently 
to provide the absolute best fish healthcare for 
each and every ShareLunker bass,” said Gold-
strohm. “We continue to learn from these ex-
periences and further refine big bass healthcare 
and life supporting treatments.”
  Anglers who caught and loaned one of these 
13-plus pound lunkers earn Legacy Class sta-
tus, receive a catch kit filled with merchandise, 
a 13lb+ Legacy decal for their vehicle or boat, 
VIP access to the Toyota ShareLunker Annual 
Awards event, a high-quality replica mount of 
their fish from Lake Fork Taxidermy, and Bass 
University will provide a swag pack and annual 
subscription. These anglers also receive entries 
into two separate drawings – a  Legacy Class 
Drawing and the year-end Grand Prize Draw-
ing. Both drawings will award the winner a 
$5,000 Bass Pro Shops shopping spree.
 While the Legacy class season has ended, the 
year-round Toyota ShareLunker program offers 
anglers three additional levels of participation 
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*

Toyota ShareLunker Program Wraps Up Another Season (Continued from Page 12)

for catching bass over eight pounds or 24 inch-
es in Texas. Each of these levels still provide 
vital data to TPWD fisheries biologists, helping 
them to continue to create bigger, better bass in 
Texas.
 Anglers who enter data for any lunker they 
catch greater than eight pounds or 24 inches 
during the 2024 calendar year also receive a 
catch kit, a decal for their vehicle or boat, a one-
month subscription to Bass University and an 
entry into the year-end Grand Prize Drawing to 
win a $5,000 Bass Pro Shops shopping spree. 
ShareLunker entry classes include the Bass Pro 
Shops Lunker Class (8 lb.+), Strike King Elite 
Class (10 lb.+) and Lew’s Legend Class (13 
lb.+).
 Once a lunker is reeled in, anglers need to en-
ter the catch data on the Toyota ShareLunker 
mobile app – available for free from the Apple 
App Store and Google Play – or on the Toyota 
ShareLunker online app at TexasSharelunker.
com.
 In addition to providing basic catch informa-

tion, anglers have the option to send a DNA 
scale sample from their lunker bass to TPWD 
researchers for genetic analysis. Anglers who 
contribute a sample to the program in 2024 
will receive a Lew’s baitcast reel valued at up 
to $200 while supplies last, with a limit of one 
reel per angler. Anglers who send in a genetic 
sample will also get a three-month subscription 
to Bass University. Instructions for submitting 
DNA samples are located on the Toyota Share-
Lunker website.
 The Toyota ShareLunker Program is made 
possible in part by the generous sponsorship 
of Toyota. Toyota is a longtime supporter of 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation and 
TPWD, providing major funding for a wide va-
riety of fisheries, state parks and wildlife proj-
ects.
 Additional vital program support comes from 
Legend class category prize sponsor Lew’s, 
Elite class category prize sponsor Strike King, 
Lunker class category prize sponsor Bass Pro 
Shops, American Fishing Tackle Co., Bass 

Forecast, Bass University, Lake Fork Taxider-
my and 6th Sense Fishing. For updates on the 
Toyota ShareLunker Program, visit facebook.
com/sharelunkerprogram/, https://www.insta-
gram.com/TexasShareLunker/ or TexasShare-
lunker.com

“Lake Fork is
Heaven on Earth !”      
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Doggie Play Areas - Golf Practice Area
Want a Wonderful World?? Live Like Christians!!

Yes, It’s That Easy! Try It!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork - Big 12’x 65’ RV Pads

2 Miles of Shaded Walking or Jogging Trails
Through the Woods on These Scenic Trails

Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity,
Security Gate, Paved Roads & Street Lights

Have Fun on Your Electric Golf Carts
Enjoy Looking at Many Deer and Other Wildlife
Relax at Pavilion With Friends- Fish Off Our Pier
Cannot Live In Park ! Weekends & Holidays Only

Owned By Christian American
Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!!

“WE ARE THE BEST!!”

 RV     LOTS         FOR            LEASE 

Beautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete Pads

Call Joe For Pricing

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic
Pleasure

Relax at Pavilion With Friends
Fish Off Our Pier 

Concrete Boat Ramp

Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell #903-474-1946
Now Leasing ~ Big Waterfront Lots
Kiddie Water Park Right Across Road!

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge
that crosses Lake Fork

Walking Trails Golf Practice
Area

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork to Host Open Tournament March 8th
By Don Hampton

  The Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake 
Fork will be hosting their 45th Semi Annu-
al Bass Tournament of March 8. The tour-
nament will be hosted out of Oak Ridge 
Marina. All amateur anglers are invited to 
participate.
  This is an individual tournament. More 
than one angler can fish in a boat, but all 
must be a paid entry and have a means of 
keeping their catches separated.
  Entry fee for the tournament is $45 with 
80% of all entry fees paid back and Big Bass 
Pot $10 with 100% pay back. Based on 100 
entries 1st Place pays $1,040; 2nd Place 
$780; 3rd Place $520; 4th Place $260; 5th 
thru 10th $100. Big Bass Pot pays 3 places 
with 1st Big Bass paying $500, 2nd paying 
$300, and 3rd paying $200.
  Fishing hours for the tournament are 

from 6 am to 3:30 pm. All anglers must 
be checked in by 3:30 pm. Lake slot rules 
apply. A bass can touch the 16-inch mark 
but not exceed and be at least 12 inches in 
length. An over the slot must at least touch 
the 24 inches in length to be legal. Any 
bass between 16 and 24 inches brought to 
the weigh-in is illegal and the angler will 
be disqualified. The official measuring 
stick for the tournament is the Chek-It-
Stick.
  A great thing about this tournament, even 
though it is Spring, the top water bite and 
deep bite will be kicking with the stable 
weather conditions.
  Anglers can enter the tournament by 
picking up an entry at one of the area busi-
nesses and mailing it in at the address 
listed on the entry. For those of you who 
wish to enter at tournament headquarters 
on March 7th, time is from 4 pm to 9 pm 

and on March 8th, from 5 am to 6 am.
  Everyone is invited to come out and at-
tend. If not an angler, come out for the 
weigh-in and festivities. Since this is a 
fund-raising event we will be selling raffle 
tickets for some great prizes to be given 
away.
  If looking for a great Bass Club to join, 
you need look no further. Texas Trails 
Bassmasters of Lake Fork is a very pro-
gressive club. We have one tournament 
per month and all lakes are approximate-
ly an hour from Lake Fork with a 2 day 
Championship at the end of the year with 
motel rooms furnished. This club is also 
involved in “The Wish To Fish Founda-
tion” and weight masters for the Annual 
Kidfish.
  We hope to see everyone at this event. 
For more information see the ad on page 
29.
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Let us put you on the water in a super new 2025 iKon, Bullet, 
Falcon, Xpress, Veranda or a quality used boat!

Arbala

Sulphur Springs
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FM 1567 W.
# 290

Authorized Dealer Sales 
& Installation

CERTIFIED MECHANICS
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES 

& MODELS

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ask About Our Service Specials
903-383-7726  Toll Free

866-920-8331
OPEN TUES.  ~  SAT.

AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES:  AUTHORIZED 
DEALER FOR:  GARMIN * HUMMINBIRD * MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA

290 FM 1567 WEST
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“Each office independently owned and Operated”

CENTURY 21 Lake Country                                                                       
Quitman, 306 S. Main,

903-763-2216

Alba, 5200 FM 515
903-474-2031

Emory, 866 E. Lennon
903-473-1222                                                                                                         

CENTURY21LAKECOUNTRYREALTY.COM    
Brokers ~ Roger Stroman 903-850-7215       

Judy Stroman 903-850-5082 
c21LCR@peoplescom.net    

Your dream home in Spring Creek minutes to Lakes Fork 
and Tawakoni. Generous 1982 sq. ft. living. Inside is tall 
ceilings, open concept, modern designs, top kitchen appli-
ances, stylish counters & cabinets. Private retreat Master 
with luxury ensuite bath and closets. Well-sized two bed-
rooms with Jack and Jill bath. Covered screened-in porch 
and hot tub for relaxing. The 2.1 acre lot is adorned with 
large, mature trees plus a wet-weather creek meanders 
along the back. Beautifully landscaped. Attached two-car 
garage and storage shed. Country living with convenience 
of town. $499,000

WANT A SLICE OF EAST TEXAS HEAVEN? Spacious 
2400 sq. ft. living area, 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath with views 
from every room overlooking 51.8 acres. Enjoy nature 
in this private, peaceful retreat. Be it horseback, hiking, 
or just soaking in the beauty, this property offers end-
less opportunities for outdoor recreation. Additionally 
there is an extra large 2-car garage and a triple garage 
and workshop with half bath. Call for an appointment 
today. $697,000

Such a lovely home situated on 2.29 partially wooded acres. 
Property is in an estate. Home is 2214 sq. ft. with two living 
areas, wood burning fireplace, formal dining, 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths. Large main bedroom has bath with walk-in tub. 
Nice kitchen with stove, refrigerator, dishwasher and mi-
crowave included. Two-car carport in back plus a two car-
garage, storage building, a small 350 sq. ft. story and half 
building and another two-car carport in front.  $350,000

EXPLORE THIS LAKE FORK WATERFRONT outdoor re-
treat down the driveway to a stunning rock home with 2795 
sq. ft. on 1.284 wooded acres. Attributes include large living 
area, vaulted ceiling, hardwood throughout, floor to ceiling 
windows with great backyard wooded view. Kitchen is de-
signed to entertain and to continue on to the outside with 
grilling area and large smoker. Edge of property is water-
front with view of legendary Lake Fork. Main floor has Pri-
mary bedroom and bath with enclosed porch. Second floor 
has two bedrooms, bath and large area for office or family 
room. Gorgeous 3 BR, 2 1/2 BATH, 4 car garage.  $865,000.  

Brick home on 25.54 fenced acres, 3 ponds for livestock, 
solar panel powers carport-garage 19x20 carport, 14x24 
storage shed, 9x14 shed, 24x44 pole barn and 37x44 metal 
carport for tractors and mowers. Home is 5 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths beautiful woodwork, tile flooring, built-in cabinets, 
wood burning fireplace, updated kitchen, dining area, 
center island. Downstairs is 2 bedrooms with baths, and 
1 bedroom with built-in desk for possible office. Plenty of 
room upstairs with 18x24 bedroom and 10x24 extra room. 
Long hallway with storage closets, Wrap around porch 
$599,000

This is your chance to own that small acreage plot you have 
been wanting. Sitting on 3.4 acres in the woods, this 1330 
sq. ft. home sits just off a County Road. Open concept: 
kitchen, island work station, living/dining area, eat-at 
bar. Main bedroom is roomy with its own bath and walk-
in closet. A sizable utility closet sits off main bedroom. 
Two split bedrooms are at other end along with second 
bath/shower. This is exactly what so many are looking for: 
wooded acreage, privacy and at a reasonable price. Home, 
listed as personal property, can easily be converted to real 
property. $179,000

One of the area’s finest, 4 BR, 3 Bath home on 23 acres. 
Beautiful curb appeal through piped entry to luxuri-
ous 2682 sq. ft. metal home built in 2019. Spacious split 
Primary BR ensuite with walk in closets, separate walk-
in shower, tub, exterior doors to side porch, sitting area 
plus shower. Endless options upstairs for playroom, office, 
workout. Convenient full bath at formal entry. Opposite 
side had 3 BRs and 1 Bath. Outside is back porch, 2-car-
port, 70x80 shop, (30x60 enclosed). The shop has a Bath-
room, washer/dryer and refrigerator/freezer hookup. On 
left is a covered RV spot, full hookup and septic system.  
$929,000

NATURE’S TREASURE, GORGEOUS WOODS. 7.65 acres with ap-
prox. 3 acre lake. Stunning home designed by owner/architect. 1440 
sq. ft. barn/shop with 3 overhead doors, corral, small storage bldg. 
Must see this one of a kind 1 bedroom, 1 bath 1828 sq. ft. home, Ex-
posed beams and rafters add to the unique rustic ambiance, towering 
ceilings, WB fireplace, natural plank floors. Updated kitchen, Corian 
counters, top of the line oven, range, push button rising downdraft. 
Dining, porch, deck, living and bedroom with views of woods and 
large lake. 448 sq. ft. guest quarters with kitchen, bedroom and bath. 
Plus first option on adjacent 3.58 acres. $415,000

BEAUTIFUL, HARD TO FIND ACREAGE in Rains 
County! This 44 acre property is south of Emory. It fea-
tures a nice mix of open pastures, woodlands with large, 
mature trees, 3 small ponds, and has road frontage across 
front and back. There is a 40x50 metal barndominium, 
built in 2018, plus an 800 sf 1 BR, 1 bath apartment and 
1200 sf. garage workshop. Amazing hunting property. 
Reduced $699,000

“Your LOCAL Real Estate Agency
                            Serving this Area over 25 Years”

RECUCED

CONTINGENT SOLD

PENDING SOLD
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903-473-8784 • 306 PR 7332 • Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy. 515 to Rains CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles

Cabins • Sleeps 3
Aminities Include Direct TV

Microwave • Coffee Pot 
• Mini-fridge

Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~ Sleeps 6
RV Sites • Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups

Annual • Monthly • Weekly • Overnight
Covered Pavilion • Restrooms

Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station
               Boat Ramp

                               Playground For The   
           Children

    Whitt            Smith
                         Guide 
                          Service

972-743-2046

In the early morning hours on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 
a mountain lion was struck by a Longview Police 
Department (LPD) patrol vehicle. The police de-
partment contacted the Gregg County Game War-
den and coordinated the retrieval of the deceased 
lion.
 Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
staff took possession of the deceased lion to collect 
DNA and other biological samples. The lion was 
estimated to be a 3-4-year-old female weighing 

83.5 pounds.
  Several of the samples will be sent to the Caesar 
Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute as part of an 
ongoing research project and some were retained 
by TPWD staff as part of our effort to learn more 
about mountain lions in Texas.
 In Texas, mountain lions are primarily found in 
the Trans-Pecos and parts of South Texas, how-
ever individual lions can move long distances and 
can show up in areas where they are not typically 
known to occur.
  East Texas residents are asked to please report any 
additional mountain lion sightings to TPWD Non-
game Wildlife Biologist Dave Holdermann, dave.
holdermann@tpwd.texas.gov.
 More information about mountain lions can be 
found on the TPWD mountain lion webpage.

Longview Mountain Lion

Mountain Lion Harvest Reporting Now 
Available on Texas Hunt & Fish Mobile App
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
recently added an option for hunters and 
trappers to voluntarily report mountain lion 
harvest in the Texas Hunt & Fish mobile app.
  The app allows hunters and trappers who 
harvest a mountain lion to enter data on that 

animal. The information gathered will help 
advance our understanding of lions in Texas.
The data requested in the app includes:
* Date of harvest
* County of harvest
* Sex of the lion
* Age class of the lion (kitten/subadult/
adult)
* Method of take
* Effort (how many days hunted/trapped)
* Photographs in specific poses (so TPWD 
can verify sex and age)
* Optional text box for providing any other 
information
  Users who already have the app download-
ed on their devices will need to update to the 
new version to get all the latest features and 
to ensure proper app functionality.
 The mobile app is used by hunters and an-
glers across the state for harvest reporting, 
electronic onsite registration, digital license 
display and more.
 Get the free Texas Hunt & Fish app in Ap-
ple and Google Play stores or at tpwd.texas.
gov/thf.
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Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Wish To Fish Foundation
 903-360-6994    www.wishtofishfoundation.com

We l c o m e
A l l  V i s i t o r s 

&  A n g l e r s  To  L a k e  F o r k 
A n d  T h e  A r e a

First National Bank of East Texas
417 South Main
Quitman, Texas

903-763-4545

1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8055

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

www.fnbetx.com
“Branches of First National Bank

Of East Texas, Gilmer”

Discrepancies Arise (Continued from Page 2)

Many from the me-
troplex spend every 
weekend and holi-
day here.  They buy 
groceries, gas, attend 
church, and shop in the 
delightful downtowns 
of area cities.  They 
use doctors, hospitals, 
dentists.  They buy 
gas and get their oil 
changed.  They hire 
handymen and con-
tractors.  You get the 
idea…..  These people 
they want to eliminate 
are the backbone of 
our local economy.  
They are the ones that 
keep the doors open to 
our businesses during 
the off season.  They 
are our friends, family 
and neighbors.
  Here is a solution 
that would easily 
solve these issues:
Use a fraction of the 
$67.7 million SRA 
reserve to hire a team 
to cooperatively work 

with RV parks to make 
reasonable changes 
to address safety con-
cerns.
  People should urge 
that they grandfather 
existing RV parks as 
they currently exist 
and deal with any is-

sues in a reasonable 
manner on a case by 
case basis.
  It is time to get our 
congressmen and go-
venor involved in this 
matter. If you believe,  
write to them as soon 
as possible.
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Game Warden Field Notes

(Continued on Page 24)

  The following items 
are compiled from 
recent Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment law enforce-
ment reports.
--When Will You 
Learn?-- Two Polk 
County game wardens 
were on night patrol 
with their deer decoy 
“Corby” when Corby 
caught someone’s eye. 
A truck passed the de-
coy, slowed to a stop, 
then quickly reversed 
and the headlights 
were positioned onto 
the decoy. After a brief 
pause, the sound of 
a small caliber rifle 
shot was heard from 
the vehicle. The war-

dens approached the 
subject and they were 
apprehended without 
incident. A .22 caliber 
rifle was found in the 
back seat of the truck 
with a spent casing 
still in the ejection port 
of the rifle. The subject 
also admitted to being 
charged for spotlight-
ing on a public road-
way near the same 
area a few weeks prior 
to this incident by a 
different Polk County 
game warden. The sub-
ject was charged with 
hunting white-tailed 
deer at night, hunting 
white-tailed deer using 
artificial light and mul-
tiple Class C citations 

and warnings. Cases 
pending.
--Liar Liar Deer on 
Fire-- An Upshur 
County game war-
den received a call 
about two deer car-
casses dumped along a 
shared fence line with 
a neighbor. The caller 
said the two carcasses 
had not been quartered 
and only some of the 
meat had been taken 
off of the two deer. 
The warden called 
for additional back up 
from another warden 
and when they arrived 
at the property, the two 
deer were no longer 
on the fence line. The 

“Established In
1996”
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Wrap these sandwiches in cooking 
parchment, foil or plastic wrap for 
lunch on the go! Happy New Year from 
our family to yours! 

By Sue Hampton

  Holiday time means turkey, and turkey usu-
ally means leftovers. Now you can jazz up 
roast turkey and watch it disappear.
  The Reuben Tortilla offers another opportu-
nity to savor the holiday leftovers. It’s easy to 
make, and thanks to sauerkraut, it’s healthy.
  Sauerkraut contains chemical compounds 
thought to prevent several types of cancer 
– including colon, lung, and breast cancers. 
A university women’s health study observed 

that girls who ate four or more servings of 
sauerkraut per week during adolescence were 
74 percent less likely to develop breast can-
cer than those who ate little or no sauerkraut.
  Once the leftover “Turkey and Reuben Torti-
llas” are gone, take advantage of sauerkraut’s 
versatility and use it during your next holiday 
party as an ingredient in contemporary hors 
d’oeuvres such as Kraut-Stuffed Mushroom 
Caps. Also, sauerkraut juice can be used to 
mix dirty martinis and Bloody Marys.
Reuben Tortilla
4  8-inch  Soft Flour Tortillas
½ cup Thousand Island dressing
4 oz. cooked turkey
4 slices (¾ oz. each) Swiss cheese
1 cup well-drained Libby’s Crispy Sauerkraut
Spread each tortilla with 2 Tbsp. dressing. 
Top with 1 oz. turkey, 1 slice cheese and ¼ 
cup sauerkraut. Fold opposite edges of tor-
tilla over to cover filling. Roll up from one 
unfolded edge to the other, forming wrap 
sandwich. Microwave each 20 seconds to 30 
seconds or serve at room temperature. Serves 
four.

Dispatch * Skin * Quarter
On Your Property.

Hang, Process, & Package
At Alexander Meat Market.

For Pricing Information
Call: Donnie 903-975-5849 

or Caden 903-975-5890
903-342-0300

  Add the following brownies for a delicious 
dessert! These Sweet Potato Brownies are 
tasty and loaded with health benefits!
1-1/2 cups flour
2 cups sugar 
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup butter softened
4 eggs
2 teaspoons vanilla
2 cups grated sweet potatoes
1 cup chopped pecans
  Mix sugar and butter together. Add remain-
ing ingredients stirring after each addition. 
Bake in a 10X13 inch greased pan at 350 
degrees for 30 to 40 minutes until toothpick 
comes out clean.
Glaze:
1 cup powdered sugar
Milk
¼ stick melted butter
  
  Mix powdered sugar, butter and enough 
milk to make a thin glaze. Spread on brown-
ies while hot. Cool and slice when ready to 
serve.

Making the Most Of Holiday Leftovers
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                       (Continued on Next Page)

wardens interviewed the property owner, but he 
denied knowledge of the two deer. After a quick 
investigation, it was determined that a nine-point 
buck was harvested that morning by his juvenile 
son. When asked about the carcass, the land-
owner said they had taken the carcass to a creek 
a mile away to dispose of it. When questioned 
about the second deer, the landowner continued 
to deny claims of there being another deer. After 
further questioning, the landowner confessed to 
not harvesting all of the meat from the nine-point 
buck that morning and showed the wardens to a 
burn pile on the property where they found the 
wasted buck with its two front shoulders intact 
and on fire. The landowner continued to deny 
there had been another deer until one of the war-
dens found a partially quartered doe hidden in 
the high brush. The landowner then confessed. 
Multiple cases pending.
--If I Could Turn Back Time-- Henderson 
County game wardens were conducting an in-
spection on a local processor when they came 
across a license that did not have an archery 
endorsement. During the inspection, wardens 
found out the deer was harvested the same day 

the license was purchased, but the license was 
bought by the hunter later in the evening.  The 
wardens visited the hunter and learned that the 
deer was harvested under the license of another 
individual. After further questioning, it was dis-
covered that the hunter asked his wife to go buy 
a hunting license the same day he harvested the 
deer so that he could use her tag to harvest anoth-
er buck. After denying the incident, the wardens 
were able to use cell phone photos with consent 
from the couple to put together a timeline prov-
ing the deer was harvested by the hunter before 
the license was purchased by his wife. To further 
the false claims that his wife had harvested the 
deer, he had her pose for photos with the deer, 
which wardens found on the phone. Cases pend-
ing.
--Oh Deer--A Lavaca County game warden 
was on patrol when they heard a rifle shot come 
from an area where they had previously seen 
deer hunting violations. When they went to in-
vestigate, the warden saw a man drive out of 
the brush, head home, pick up his wife and then 

return to the woods. An hour later, the wife re-
turned to the house with the head and meat of 
a white-tailed buck. The warden approached the 
wife, who then lead the warden to where she 
was meeting her husband in the woods. The man 
was surprised when his wife showed up with the 
game warden to their hidden cleaning rack. Ci-
tation was issued for taking a white-tailed deer 
in closed season and civil restitution was filed. 
Case pending.
--Crossbow Drive-by-- Two Trinity County 
game wardens received a call from the local 
sheriff’s office about a hunter who had just shot 
a buck in a yard from a vehicle. The landowner 
thought a rifle was used and was able to write 
down the license plate number and get a good 
description of the vehicle. The wardens and sher-
iff’s office called a local constable who lives in 
the same neighborhood for some back up. The 
constable was able to find the vehicle quickly 
while the wardens traveled to the scene. After 
a brief interview upon their arrival, the hunter 

Hours
10 AM till

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays
Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

When You Build That Thirst
Hooking Those Big Bass,

We have what you want to 
quinch that thirst!
 Come & Visit Us!!!

We Have All Of 
Your Favorite 

Beverages Here!
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admitted to shooting the buck out of his vehicle 
with a crossbow from the public roadway. War-
dens filed multiple charges for hunting from the 
public roadway and hunting during closed sea-
son. Cases pending.
--Drunk and on the Hunt-- A Cass County 
game warden was on patrol when they saw a 
vehicle stop twice near a large pasture and stick 
what they thought was a rifle out of the window. 
While following the vehicle to confirm what 
they had seen, the subject was driving erratically 
on the county road. When the vehicle stopped 
again, the warden conducted a traffic stop. The 
warden then approached the vehicle and saw an 
AR-15 rifle in the passenger’s seat. The weapon 
was secured, and the driver was checked for war-
rants. The warden noticed the thermal scope was 
still on, so they asked the driver about hunting 
and told him that they had seen him stick the rifle 
out of the window. The driver then admitted to 
hunting the field for hog and admitted to being 
intoxicated. The driver was arrested and charged 
with hunting without landowner consent and 
hunting non-game from a motor vehicle.
--Penny Pinching-- A Shelby County game war-
den followed up on an ongoing investigation of a 

local individual who had hunted without a valid 
hunting license when he shot a buck in 2019. 
The subject confessed to not buying the license 
to save money for college. Case pending.
--Mama’s Got Your Back-- Two Harris County 
game wardens followed up on a local poaching 
complaint and discovered a suspect who had 
harvested a white-tailed doe had done so with-
out landowner consent. The suspect confessed 
to poaching and when asked to collect the deer 
meat, was surprised to find his mom had hid-
den the illegal deer meat under the couch while 
the wardens visited with him outside the home. 
Multiple charges and restitution pending.
--Holy Crappie--An Upshur County game war-
den received an anonymous tip about a substan-
tial amount of fish that had been cleaned and 
dumped at Lake O’ the Pines near Ore City. The 
warden and his partner responded and inspected 
the property where the fish were dumped and 
discovered that two out of state fishermen were 
responsible. The two fishermen had been fishing 
every day for a week and were staying at a mo-
tel at the local marina. Further investigation re-
vealed 273 crappie, 173 fish over the legal state 
possession limit, were taken, filleted and stored 

in ice chests and freezers on the property. More 
than 350 crappie fillets were seized and donated 
to multiple families around the area. Multiple 
charges and restitution pending.
--Turtle-y Illegal-- A warden was notified about 
a complaint regarding a local pet store in San 
Antonio that had a tortoise for sale. Upon inspec-
tion of the pet store, the warden seized a Texas 
Tortoise (a threatened species) that was “given” 
to the store. Further investigation revealed the 
store was also selling Mississippi Map Turtles 
and River Cooter Turtles without a non-game 
dealers license. The Texas tortoise was released 
back into the wild. Charges pending.
--What’s in the Bag?-- A Val Verde County 
game warden was patrolling the northern end of 
the county for white-tailed deer hunting compli-
ance when he contacted several subjects who 
were acting evasive when asked simple hunting 
related questions. Further questioning revealed 
the group had been trespassing and duck hunting 
without licenses or duck stamps in between their 
deer hunt. The breasted-out ducks were found 
neatly stored in a potato chip bag. Multiple cases 
and restitution pending.

Service Marine on Lake Fork
NOW IN THEIR 35th YEAR OF BUSINESS OFFERING “SERVICE FIRST”

WE WILL FLOAT YOUR BOAT WITH “BIG SAVINGS’
“BE READY FOR BIG FUN ON THE WATER”

Sales * Service
Installation

With Power-Pole
you can stop your
boat swiftly and 
silently with the 

touch of a button 
and keep your boat 

securely in place, 
even in heavy wind 

and current.

Certified Service Center
Mercury, Yamaha, Tohatsu

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909

visit us online at:
www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

2 Stroke Oil ~ Mercury & Yamaha
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Hefner Group Insurance
DISCOUNTS UP TO 40%

www.hefnergroup.com

AUTO BOATATVHOME

MINEOLA			   903-569-5115
MARSHALL			   903-935-0011
HOLLY LAKE		  903-769-5566
TYLER				    903-509-2468
LONGVIEW			   903-297-6787	 	
	

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at Jamie’s 

Restaurant off Hwy. 17N
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”

TACKLE DONATIONS NEEDED
Rods, reels, tackle, and fishing-related equip-
ment are needed to support the High School 
Fishing Tackle Program sponsored by Lake 
Fork Sportsman’s Association. LFSA re-
quests donations of new and used fishing 
articles that will be cleaned, assembled, and 
refurbished. Items will be further donated to 
area high school fishing teams.  
Call Terry Long, 214-206-7504 or Pat Kos-
tial, 619-379-6920 for more information or to 
arrange a donation.

For the past 26 years Lake Fork Sportsman’s 
Association has been Preserving the Legend 
that is Lake Fork with their Live Release 
Boat at tournaments releasing catches back 
healthy in the lake, planting new grasses, 
and establishing fish habitat.

By Dianne Spradling, President

  As 2024 ends I would like to say what a 
privilege it has been to serve the Lake Fork 
Sportsman’s Association this year.  We had a 
great year with our 25th anniversary event 
and meeting a super bunch of fishermen.  
There is always a fun time had at the tour-
naments.  The fishermen come by and are 
always willing to help out our organization 
(and give a few tips on where the fish are and 
what they are biting on).  We see guys from 
past years and first timers at every event.  
We get to hear great stories, catch up with 
old friends and make new friends.
  We are looking forward to 2025.  We have 
several projects planned for this year.   We 
will be working with Texas Parks and Wild-
life and Sabine River Authority on these 
projects to help improve Lake Fork. 
  As usual we will be at all of the Bass Tour-
naments this year and look forward to seeing 
everyone. We would love to have everyone 
join us for an adventure with a great group 

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

Jamie’s Restaurant off Hwy. 17N

of people.
  Don’t forget to come out to our monthly 
general meetings at Jamie’s Restaurant.  The 
meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
and starts at 6:30 pm. Quite a few of us show 
up about 5:30 and eat a great dinner.
If you have any questions or concerns please 
email us at Lakeforksportsmansassocia-
tion @gmail.com or feel free to email me at 
Di61462@icloud. Com or call my cell num-
ber at 214-794-2340. We hope to see you soon.
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Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork

48th Semi-Annual Open Tournament
Mar. 8, 2025  * Lake Fork, Texas
Oak Ridge Marina * Hwy 154 N.

903-360-6994Guaranteed Pay-Out Based on 100 Entries
Drawings Held After Weigh-in for prizes

There will be a big bass pot   ~   $10 per person entry
Big Bass will pay Three (3) places. (Based on 100 entries)

1st Place           $500
2nd Place          $300
3rd Place           $200

1st Place                    $1,040.00
2nd Place                      $780.00
3rd Place                       $520.00
4th Place                       $260.00
5th ~ 10th                     $100.00

1. Entry fee is $40.00 - late entry is $45.00
2. Early entries must be postmarked by Oct. 5, 2025.
3. All entry fees must be paid before 6 a.m. Sat.,Mar. 1, 2025.
4. Check in times: Fri., Mar. 7, 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Sat., Mar. 8, 5 a.m. to 6 a.m. at Oak 
Ridge Marina.
5. To qualify, contestants must check in at tournament headquarters before fishing.
6. Fishing hours will be 6:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (official clock at sign-in station). NO FISH-
ING from midnight till start time. 
7. Fishing will be done on Lake Fork only (trailering allowed).
8. Contestants must fish from a boat. NO-bank fishing or leaving the boat to land a fish.
9. Life jackets must be worn any time their outboard motor is running. 
10. All state, federal, and local laws must be obeyed or contestant and fish may be disquali-
fied. No slot fish may be brought to weigh-in.
11. No one may have more than five (5) fish in their possession at any time. Only one (1) 
may be 24” or greater.
12. Largemouth bass 12” to 16” or 24” or greater in length may be weighed. No fish under 
12” or between 16” and 24” will be weighed (or state law limits at the time of the tourna-
ment).
13. All fish must be caught on artificial bait by casting. (No trolling with gas engine). Pork 
trailer may be used. 
14. Weigh-in starts at 3:00 p.m. (official clock at sign-in ). You must be in the weigh-in line 
by 3:30 p.m.
15. All fish must be brought to the scales in weigh-in bags.
16.  No iced or frozen fish will be weighed. Ice may be added ONLY to aid in survival of fish.
17. Each contestant will  be responsible for weighing his or her own fish. (No pooling of 
fish).
18. Dead fish at weigh-in will be penalized 1/2 (.5) pound. All fish weighed in become the 
property of TTB and will be released (with the exception of trophy 

 

or dead fish).
19. In the event of a tie for any position, prize money for that position and the following 
positions will be combined and evenly devided between the tying contestants.
20. Contestants may not have served as a compensated guide on Lake Fork 30 days prior to 
the tournmanet. 
21. Contestants may fish with a guide on Lake Fork prior to the day before fishing this TTB 
tournament.
22. Use of alcoholic beverages or controlled drugs are prohibited during tournament hours. 
Prescription drug use should be declared at sign-in.
23. Anyone who has ever been disqualified for cheating or misconduct from any tournament 
is ineligible to fish. 
24. Any contestant who violates any rule may be disqualified. Any act of a competitor, verbal 
or physical, that reflects unfavorably upon TTB’s effort to promote fishing, conservation, 
clean waters, courtesy or safety shall be reason for disqualification from this and all future 
TTB tournaments.
25. Parent or guardian must accompany contestants under 18 years of age. 
26. All protests must be registered in writing with the tournament judges within 15 minutes 
after designated weigh-in time. All decisions of the tournament judges will be final in all 
matters. Anyone protesting the outcome of an open tournament will have to pay for any ad-
ditional polygraph test given. 
27. All boats are welcome to participate. An aerated livewell is recommended to aid in fish 
survival for live release. Anglers cannot leave boat to land a fish.
28. All contestants are responsible to have read these rules and must agree to abide by them 
(by signing the entry form) while competing in this TTB event.
29. Contestants will be subject to polygraph test. Failure to take and/or pass such a test will 
result in disqualification. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Entry Application

Entry fee of $40 must accompany mailed entry and must be postmarked on or before Mar. 1, 2025 to Texas Trails Bassmasters, 538 PR 
5861, Yantis, TX 75497, or you may pay $45 at tournament headquarters before starting time of tournament. $10 extra for Big Bass (Op-

tional). Print clearly.
Name:__________________________________________________
Email:__________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________
Having read and understood all the tournament rules, by my signature I agree to accept all decisions of the judges final, by my 
signature I waive, release and hold harmless all members, officials and sponsors of any and all alledged liabilities to me or my 
equipment.

Contestants Signature__________________________________________________________________________

Minor’s Release: Signed by________________________________________________________Parent/Guardian

      TTB USE ONLY
Entry #____________

Entry Fee__________

Big Bass___________

Cash_____Chk#_____

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
For more information or for information on joining Texas Trails Bass-masters of 
Lake Fork visit our website: www.texastrailsbassmasters.com



    Page 30           “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”           January            



  January         “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                Page 31               

Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529
Replicas ~ $20 per inch

Ducks ~ $425

Lake Fork Tournament 
Schedule Jan. thru Mar. 

2025

February

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm this month

Jamie’s Restaurant off Hwy. 17N

Mar. 2 ~ Media Bass Solo
Minnow Bucket

Mar. 8 ~ Tex. Trails Bassmasters Open
Oak Ridge Marina

Mar. 15 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

Mar. 22 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

Mar. 23 ~ Media Solo
Minnow Bucket

No Tournaments
Listed At This

Time!!!

Jamie’s

January

Feb. 15 ~ BassChamps Team Trail
Lake Fork Marina

Feb. 22 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

March
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3- 2023

May 16, 17, 18, 2025
$200,000 In  Cash & Prizes

Benefiting “The Wish to Fish Foundation”
Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764

Grand Prizes Include:
$40,000 For the Heaviest Bass Over The Slot

$30,000 For the Heaviest Under The Slot, $20,000 Early Incentive Draw
(Early Entries Only, Received Before April 30, 2024 and must be present to win)

11 Places Paid Hourly: 1st - $600 * 2nd - $400 * 3rd - $300 * 4th - $200 * 5th - $175
6th - $150 * 7th - $135 * 8th - $125 * 9th - $115 * 10th - $110 * 1st Out of 10th $100 GC

BONUS T-SHIRT HOUR EVERY HOUR OF THE TOURNAMENT
For More Information Call: 903-360-6993 or 903-360-6994 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net

20th Annual

Big Bass Tournament

looking forward to seeing all anglers

All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome


