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Matt, from Oklahoma, was fishing Lake Fork with guide Whitt Smith  
when he caught this “Big ‘Un” while doing a little night fishing on De-
cember 9, 2022. C.P.R.

“Eagles are flying on Lake Fork!” The Lake Fork Mid-Winter Survey 
will be held on the morning of January 7th and 8th from 8 a.m.—11:30 
a.m. Meeting location will be Oak Ridge Marina on Lake Fork. As 
in previous years, volunteers will meet early for breakfast and enjoy 
sharing eagle stories and fellowship. Don’t forget those cameras and 
binoculars. (Lake Fork Eagles, Photos by Don Hampton, Fisherman’s 
Guide News)

Toyota ShareLunker Program Launches 37th Season
 Anglers across Texas 
and the nation have 
their calendars marked 
for opening day of a 
new Toyota Share-
Lunker season. The 
37th season kicks off 
New Year’s Day as an-
glers cast their lines in 
hopes of landing a Leg-
acy Lunker largemouth 
bass (13-plus pounds) 

in Texas’ world-class 
fisheries.
 The Toyota Share-
Lunker program has 
played an integral part 
in making Texas a des-
tination for hundreds 
of thousands of anglers 
in search of this prized 
sport fish. Grabbing a 
pole, hitting the wa-
ter and hauling in a 

13-pound plus large-
mouth bass would be a 
great way to jumpstart 
the new year. The cast 
of the line, the lure 
landing just right on 
the water and a strike 
from a possible fish of 
a lifetime is what many 
anglers strive to expe-
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Located on 515
Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17
Website: www.scenic515cabins.com

Email: scenic515mascha@gmail.com 
Mascha Taylor ~ Property Manager

Great Lodging Accomodations at Texas #1 Bass Fishing Lake

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees * Covered Boat Parking 
* Clean Cabins * Full Baths * Direct TV * Small Refrigerator * Microwave  

* Coffee Pot * Two Double Beds * Guide Services Available

15 Cabins * Bunkhouse
Blue Bird Lodge
Blue Bird House

“Great Rates”
Make Your  Reservations

Today!!!
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“Bubba’s  Making a Naughty or Nice Shopping List for Next Year!”
By Don Hampton
 
   Twas the season, and as far as Bubba is concerned 
it’s “Tis the season,” still. While everyone else was 
making a list of New Year’s resolutions, Bubba is 
making out his Christmas shopping list for Decem-
ber, 2023. While a resolution for the New Year is 
made to improve one’s character or habits, Bubba’s 
list is going to make better shoppers next year out of 
his family and friends.
  Just like Santa, he has a list and he is checking it 
twice to see exactly who shopped naughty or nice 
for him. For those that bought Bubba “Fishing Stuff” 
their names are going on the nice list. This will be 
very beneficial for these individuals because he’ll 
shop for them very meticulously and with much 
thought and care. I would believe his motives for this 
are truly self-serving.
  His two favorites and on the top of his 2022 nice list 
were Bubbette and Bubba, Jr. They know him real 
well and know about the list he makes after Christ-
mas each year. They always know just the right items 
to buy him. It also makes shopping for him real easy. 
Each year they buy him gift certificates so he can 
go buy his own “Fishing Stuff”. Bubba keeps their 
names on the top of his list.
  For those individuals that gave Bubba a present 
that didn’t include “Fishing Stuff” and bought him 

items that just cannot or will not fit into his way of 
life or thinking, well, they will find their name on his 
naughty list. 
  I quoted the old cliché to Bubba, “It’s not the gift 
that counts but the thought!” Of course he quoted me 
back one of his own, “Well, they should have put a 
little more thought into these,” he said holding up a 
paisley tie and a potted plant. On those two presents 
I had to agree with him. 
  I’ve known him longer than anyone and I haven’t 
seen him in a tie for at least 30 years. I’ve gone to 
weddings, graduations, funerals, baptisms, and even 
a couple of bar mitzvahs with him and he has never 
worn a tie. He cleans up pretty nicely but you can’t 
force him to wear a tie. He has even informed me 
that when the good Lord takes him he will not be 
wearing a tie. I’d say he feels pretty strongly about 
a tie.
  Bubba is the type that wouldn’t say anything to the 
person that gave a present to him and he wouldn’t 
even try to take something back to a store but he al-
ways seems to find a good use for everything. So 
don’t be surprised or laugh when you see his boat 
tied up to a stump on Lake Fork with a paisley tie, 
unless you’re the one on his naughty list.
  When it came to the potted plant, this really spurred 
my curiosity. Whoever gave Bubba this surely didn’t 
know about his naughty list. I even had the pleasure 

of watching him open this one. What really surprised 
me at first was how many times he checked the name 
card. I asked him later why he kept checking the 
name card and he explained, “The first three times 
I was just making sure it wasn’t meant for Bubbette 
and the fourth time I wanted to make sure I remem-
bered who sent that to me!” I’m going shopping with 
Bubba next year just to see what that individual is 
going to get. Knowing Bubba the way I do it will 
probably be purchased at a gas station.
  I did ask Bubba what his plans were for the potted 
plant just because I have one of those inquiring minds 
and you know how that goes. He had two options he 
was going to go with. First he was going to see if 
Bubbette wanted it, but since she doesn’t really have 
a green thumb either I expect it will go to Bubba’s 
second option. He’s going to put some earthworms 
in it, keep the soil moist, put some coffee grounds 
in it occasionally so the worms will reproduce. That 
way he’ll have plenty of bait for bream fishing in the 
summer.
  If he does do the latter though, wouldn’t that mean 
that person should be transferred to the nice list be-
cause technically it is now “Fishing Stuff”. If that 
is the case and he uses the tie the way he plans to, 
shouldn’t that person’s name be transferred to the 
nice list. Oh well, I guess it really is the thought that 
counts.   
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Chronic Wasting Disease Detected at a High Fence Release Site in Kaufman County
 Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) was 
detected on a high fence release site in 
Kaufman County. This is the first positive 
detection of CWD in the county.
 The white-tailed buck, harvested at a high-
fence release site located in a CWD Sur-
veillance Zone, was delivered to a Hunt 
County CWD check station in compliance 
with surveillance zone requirements. Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) and 
Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) 
received notice of the CWD-positive test 
result from the Texas A&M Veterinary 
Medical Diagnostic Laboratory (TVMDL) 
on Nov. 14.
 Prior to this detection, the high-fence re-
lease site was identified as a “trace herd” 
property to the Hunt County CWD-positive 
deer breeding facility reported on March 31, 
2021, meaning deer were transferred from 
the Hunt County facility to this release site 
prior to discovery of CWD in that facility. 
Plans to conduct additional CWD investiga-
tions are underway.
 “The incubation period of CWD can span 
years, creating disease detection and man-

agement challenges as seen in this recent 
detection,” said Andy Schwartz, TAHC Ex-
ecutive Director and State Veterinarian.
 Animal health and wildlife officials will 
continue investigations to determine the ex-
tent of the disease within the property and 
mitigate risks to Texas’ CWD-susceptible 
species. Adequate surveillance and quick 
detection of CWD can help mitigate the dis-
ease’s spread.
 “The discovery of CWD on this ranch is 
an unfortunate situation that TPWD and 
TAHC take very seriously,” said John Si-
lovsky, TPWD Wildlife Division Director. 
“Both agencies will respond appropriately 
to this matter to protect the state’s suscep-
tible species from further disease exposure.  
Hunters are reminded of the requirement to 
bring their harvested deer to the check sta-
tion within 48 hours of harvest.”
  First recognized in 1967 in captive mule 
deer in Colorado, CWD has since been doc-
umented in captive and/or free-ranging deer 
in 30 states and three Canadian provinces. 
To date, 420 captive or free-ranging cervids 
— including white-tailed deer, mule deer, 

red deer, and elk — in 17 Texas counties 
have tested positive for CWD. For more in-
formation on previous detections visit the 
CWD page on the TPWD website.
 Testing for CWD allows wildlife biologists 
and animal health officials to get a clearer 
picture of the prevalence and distribution of 
the disease across Texas. Proactive moni-
toring improves the state’s response time 
to a CWD detection and can greatly reduce 
the risk of the disease further spreading to 
neighboring captive and free-ranging popu-
lations.
 This confirmation is a good reminder to 
those hunting in CWD surveillance and 
containment zones to know the submission 
requirements for CWD susceptible species. 
Additionally, hunters outside of established 
surveillance and containment zones are en-
couraged to voluntarily submit their harvest 
for testing at a check station, for free, be-
fore heading home from the field. A map of 
TPWD check stations for all CWD zones 
can be found on the TPWD website.
 For more information about CWD, visit the 
TPWD web site or the TAHC web site.
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3362 N. FM 17 Alba, TX.,
Owners Dru & Deb Davis

“Home of the Jumbo Pork Tenderloin!”
Wednesday thru Saturday

6 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m.
Serving Full Breakfast Menu

6 a.m. till 10:30 a.m.
Daily Lunch Specials

            Homemade Pies & Desserts
Family Owned & Operated*Call In Orders Welcome

  Closed for the Month of January

Public Access Lease Opens for 
Guadalupe River Trout Fishing
  Texas anglers have access 
to a prime location for rain-
bow trout fishing during the 
cold weather stocking sea-
son through a Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) “no fee” public ac-
cess lease on the Guadalupe 
River.
 Camp Huaco Springs, locat-
ed between New Braunfels 
and Sattler, features nearly 
a half-mile of bank access 
along alternating pools and 
riffles on the Guadalupe 
River. Anglers can use the 
bank, which is gently sloped 
and rocky, or wade fish both 
upstream and downstream 
to take advantage of a low-
water dam at the upper end 
of the property or a deep 
pool at the lower end. They 
can also launch non-motor-
ized boats, canoes, kayaks 
or other floatable devices for 
the purpose of fishing.

 Public access opened Dec. 
2 and is available 30 minutes 
before sunrise to 30 minutes 
after sunset through March 
4.
 “This lease location pro-
vides great bank angler 
access to river trout fish-
ing coupled with gorgeous 
Guadalupe River scenery,” 
said Patrick Ireland, TPWD 
Inland Fisheries Division 
San Marcos and Austin Dis-
trict Supervisor.
 TPWD will stock this and 
other sections of the Gua-
dalupe River, also known 
as the Canyon Reservoir 
Tailrace, with more than 
20,000 rainbow trout during 
weekly stockings from early 
December through late-
February. Check the 2022-
23 Trout Stocking Schedule 
online before you go fishing 
to confirm the stocking date 
and to find other winter trout 

stocking program angling 
locations and tips.
 Camp Huaco Springs 
falls under the statewide 
trout regulations so, anglers 
may keep up to their daily 
bag limit of five trout with 
no minimum length limit. 
Trout anglers 17 years of 
age and older will need a 
valid fishing license that in-
cludes a freshwater fishing 
endorsement.
 
  Anglers may find public 
access to the river in other 
areas being stocked with 
trout – including Guadalupe 
Park, operated by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
– but should note that spe-
cial regulations and limits 
are in effect starting 800 
yards downstream from the 
Canyon Dam release to the 
second bridge crossing on 
River Road.
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Answers on Page 21

“Challenge for the Lunker Hunter on Lake Fork!”

(See Challenge for.......
      Continued on Page 20)

Hours
10 AM till

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners
When You Build That Thirst

Hooking Those Big Bass,
We have what you want to 

quinch that thirst!
 Come & Visit Us!!!

We Have All Of 
Your Favorite 

Beverages Here!

By David Ozio

      “The year of 2022 is now in the rearview mir-
ror and it issued it’s own set of challenges for the 
would-be lunker hunter on Lake Fork. Extreme 
low water conditions for the entire year put a lot 
of anglers off their game and this may continue 
into 2023 at least for a while. The lake has actu-
ally come up two and a half feet due to recent 
deluges and it is everyone’s hope that spring 
rains will cap the lake off at pool level. Surface 
temps are now plummeting which will set these 
monster bass up into their normal winter haunts 

enabling bass hunters the opportunity to bag a 
trophy when weather permits.
  As it stands now, the lake is about five feet low 
and the water temps are hovering in the vicin-
ity of 50 degrees which confirms the fact that 
most bass have set up on their winter haunts out 
in deep water. Their feeding habits are slowed 
down due to the cold water and one good meal 
could last them a while. The key is to target 
schools of shad and bar fish in the 20-30 foot 
range. Good electronics are now an integral part 
of the game and strict attention should be paid to 
the hooks that surround these large schools. The 
A-rig will be the go to set up to target these mon-
ster bass and rig it with any five inch swimbait on 
a 3/16 oz head. A flutter spoon or jigging spoon 
will also do the trick and my color choice will 
be gold. Focus your search on humps, roadbeds, 
long points and pond dams. If you notice the big 
arches laying on the bottom, switch to the Caro-
lina rig or football jig in black/blue to attract the 
larger bites. Use a long leader on your C-rig with 
a 3/0 or 4/0 hook. Creature baits, large worms 
or giants lizards will be the baits of choice. I use 
blue fleck and chartreuse pepper on cloudy days 

and watermelon red or watermelon candy colors 
when the suns beaming down in full force. Drop 
shots will play a huge roll in the coming months 
especially if the lake stays at this level or slightly 
below.January is the time of the year when the 
ultra giants are moving around and it offers the 
extreme possibility to boat the trophy of your 
dreams.
  An alternate pattern targets the skinny wa-
ter. Fishing shallow on the bright sunny days 
is the place to be, especially between 2:00 and 
5:00pm. It is the warmest part of the day and 

the top layer of water 
offers comfort to the 
sluggish bass. Vegeta-
tion is the attraction for 
these bass and I would 
throw a rattletrap or 
chatterbait to draw 
a strike. Depending 
upon the water temp, 
a suspending jerkbait 
would be the ticket if 
the temps are lagging 
into the mid 40’s. Red 
colors are the main 
choice for the mov-
ing baits and I would 
have a chrome version 
tied on as a back up. 
Gold has worked well 
on partly cloudy days 
and I always keep one 
handy on whatever 
lure I present. Don’t be 
afraid to hurl them into 
the thick grass and rip 
it out as bass will hit it 
once it clears the outer 
edge. Experiment to 
see where the green 
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Annual Leases Only

Public Access Lease Opens for Guadalupe River Trout Fishing
 Texas anglers have access to a prime lo-
cation for rainbow trout fishing during the 
cold weather stocking season through a Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
“no fee” public access lease on the Guada-
lupe River.
 Camp Huaco Springs, located between 
New Braunfels and Sattler, features nearly 
a half-mile of bank access along alternating 
pools and riffles on the Guadalupe River. 
Anglers can use the bank, which is gently 
sloped and rocky, or wade fish both up-
stream and downstream to take advantage 
of a low-water dam at the upper end of the 
property or a deep pool at the lower end. 
They can also launch non-motorized boats, 
canoes, kayaks or other floatable devices 
for the purpose of fishing.
 Public access opened Dec. 2 and is avail-
able 30 minutes before sunrise to 30 min-
utes after sunset through March 4.
 “This lease location provides great bank 
angler access to river trout fishing coupled 
with gorgeous Guadalupe River scenery,” 
said Patrick Ireland, TPWD Inland Fisher-

ies Division San Marcos and Austin District 
Supervisor.
 TPWD will stock this and other sections 
of the Guadalupe River, also known as the 
Canyon Reservoir Tailrace, with more than 
20,000 rainbow trout during weekly stock-
ings from early December through late-
February. Check the 2022-23 Trout Stock-
ing Schedule online before you go fishing 
to confirm the stocking date and to find 
other winter trout stocking program angling 
locations and tips.
 Camp Huaco Springs falls under the state-
wide trout regulations so, anglers may keep 
up to their daily bag limit of five trout with 
no minimum length limit. Trout anglers 17 
years of age and older will need a valid 
fishing license that includes a freshwater 
fishing endorsement.
 Anglers may find public access to the river 
in other areas being stocked with trout – in-
cluding Guadalupe Park, operated by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – but should 
note that special regulations and limits are 
in effect starting 800 yards downstream 

from the Canyon Dam release to the second 
bridge crossing on River Road.
 Camp Huaco Springs is located at 4150 
River Road in New Braunfels. For more in-
formation, or to find leased River Access 
and Conservation Areas on other rivers in 
Texas, visit the RACA program website.
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“The Moon Report”
“Lake Fork Crappie 2023”

  Texas is known for its oil,
but the state is also a lead-
ing wind energy producer 
with wind projects ge-
norating over 1,200 mega-
watts.

By Terri Moon

  Well – Happy New 
Year to everyone! 
I’m so excited for 
the coming year. 
My beautiful new 
Skeeter Solera 205 
is here and ready 
to go! (A big thank 
you to Bryan Sartin 
and Richard McCar-
ty for figuring out 
how to mount my 
Livescope on the 
new hull design.) I 
love it!
  Now that it’s Janu-
ary there won’t be 
many fish-able days 
so it’s time to check 
out all the boat and 
tackle shows that 
are going on in your 
area. It’s incredible 
to see the growth of 
the crappie fishing 
industry! Whether 
you fish a little or a 
lot, it’s always ex-
citing to see what’s 
new in the fishing 
world.
  It sure was good to 
get that early win-
ter blast behind us 
that hit just before 
Christmas. (Now 
if we can just get 
some consistent 
rain to get our lake 
level back up would 
be awesome!) The 
water temperature 
dropped drastically 
but has stabilized 
with the milder 
temperatures to the 
upper 40’s to lower 
50’s. So, the crap-
pie are bunching up 
and starting to fat-
ten up.   
  It’s time to target 
35 – 55 ft. of water 

along creek chan-
nels, deep bridges, 
main lake points, 
humps and defi-
nitely deep ledges. 
Keep a close eye 
on that graph to see 
how deep to target. 
These crappie can 
be 20 to 30 ft. down 
but around the new 
or full moon they 
may be 8 -15 ft. in 
the water column. 
This is where the 
Livescope shines 
finding the under-
water timber along 
the creek channels 
and knowing exact-
ly how deep to fish. 
  The baits that have 
been producing are 
Skipper Jigs ¼ oz. 
black/chartreuse or 
w h i t e / c h a r t r e u s e . 
Also, Limits tack-
le 1/8 oz. in grey/
black or pink/char-
treuse, or Bonehead 
¼ oz. jighead with 
3 inch Slimsticks 
in silver shad, or 
slick neon. These 
are all available at 
Lake Fork Marina 
store along with all 
your crappie fish-
ing needs.

  Now for those of 
you new to Lake 
Fork – our lake 
level is still over 5 
ft. low. So, it’s im-
portant to exercise 
extreme caution if 
your going to be 
on the water. There 
are still hazards 
even in the boat 
lanes because not 
all channel markers 
are where they are 
supposed to be. It 
would be wise to in-
vest in a Lance Vick 
boat lane chip, and 
still when in doubt 
– just idle!
  I hope you all 
have had as good a 
holiday as possible, 
and wishing you all 
the best and many 
blessings in 2023!    
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These clients of Lake Fork guide Whitt Smith 
came all the way from Minnesota to do some 
night fishing in December and were not disap-
pointed C.P.R.

Danny Weems was fishing Lake Fork with 
guide Danny Holder when he caught this nice 
crappie. Released to the Grease!

Mitch Szembrook was fishing Lake Fork with 
guide Danny Holder when he caught this nice 
crappie. Released to the Grease!

PRACTICE CPR • Catch • Photo
• Release



   Page 10             “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”             January          

FAST • FRIENDLY• SPEEDY • REPAIRS & SERVICE
“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”

New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort • Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner

903-850-4477

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
   129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420
     ~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber 
* Mary Ann * Samantha *Rhonda

A Salon For The
Whole Family!

Danny Holder
Lake Fork Guide Service
Licensed Professional Guide

Offering:
Full/Half Day Trips 

Individual or Corporate 
Trips

Bass * Crappie * Catfish

903-638-3913

21 Years in Business
Located in Yantis, Texas

All Commercial Roofing Systems
All Roof Coatings & Saves Money on A/C Bills

Residential Repair Services
RV Roof Repairs * Free Estimates

TK ROOFING REPAIR & COATING SYSTEMS

Tim Lambert @ 214-395-1100
email: tim.lambert63@verizon.net

TPWD Collaborates with MLF on Habitat Restoration Project at Lake Bryan
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) Inland Fisheries Division, local an-
glers and the Bryan Texas Utilities Department 
(BTUD) collaborated with Major League Fish-
ing (MLF) on a recent project to install new fish 
habitat in Lake Bryan.
 MLF Fisheries Management Division, in part-
nership with Berkley Labs, spearheaded the ini-
tiative to improve catfish, crappie, largemouth 
bass and bluegill spawning survival, adult pop-
ulation density and catchability. TPWD’s In-
land Fisheries Division deployed its brand-new 
habitat barge to aid in the installation of the new 
habitat structures, assembled by TPWD, MLF 
and BTUD staff along with local volunteers. The 

two-day project showcased how the agency, in-
dustry and anglers can work together to enhance 
Texas fisheries.
 “We were excited when we were contacted by 
Steven Bardin (MLF Fisheries Management Bi-
ologist) about this project,” said Niki Ragan-Har-
bison, Fisheries Biologist for the College Station 
— Houston Inland Fisheries Division District. 
“BTUD has been a tremendous asset as well by 
not only allowing the project to take place, but 
also by providing their equipment, facilities, and 
manpower, as well as contributing to the habitat 
additions. Exciting things are happening at Lake 
Bryan and we all look forward to seeing how the 
fishery responds in the coming years.”

 The structures de-
ployed included 14, 
40-inch MossBack 
Fish Habitat Conserva-
tion Cubes, 12 Spawn-
ing Beds, 21 Trophy 
Tree XLs and 21 Safe 
Haven XLs. In addi-
tion, BTUD provided 
33 concrete trash re-

ceptacle enclosures for use as catfish spawn-
ing habitat. Lowe’s of Bryan donated 100 cin-
der blocks for the MossBack structures and pea 
gravel to fill the spawning beds.
 Within the next few weeks, TPWD will post 
GPS coordinates for the new fishing structures 
on the Lake Bryan fish habitat structures web-
site. Coordinates will also be available in down-
loadable files.
 For more information and photos of the proj-
ect, visit the Inland Fisheries Division College 
Station-Houston District Facebook page and the 
MLF website.
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8414 W FM 515
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-3232
AUTHORIZED DEALER

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether it be a bent shaft, an elec-
trical problem in your motor, water in the lower unit, a cable issue, or you just need a part, 
our experienced tech will have you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized Mo-
torGuide Service Center. We also do repairs on Minnkota and all other makes and models 
of trolling motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models of trolling motors.

CERTIFIED DEALER FOR THE ALL NEW LOWRANCE GHOST TROLLING MOTOR
SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
We are an authorized Lowrance Electronics service center. We also sell Low-
rance Electronics products, such as Fishfinders, transducers, and accessories.
Advantage Program Available Lowrance products are protected by a one- or two-year lim-
ited warranty (depending on the product), and supported for an additional three years by 
the Lowrance 5-Year Advantage Program, which allows customers to upgrade to the latest 
technology, at a discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails or needs repair.

If you don't stand behind our Troops,
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STAND IN 

FRONT OF THEM!!

(See Toyota ShareLunker Program........
                                                        Continued on Page 12)

Toyota ShareLunker Program Launches 37th Season (Continued from Page 1)

rience.
 “We are excited to kick off another ShareLunker 
season,” said Toyota ShareLunker Program Co-
ordinator Natalie Goldstrohm. “The ShareLunk-
er program contributes to the selective spawning 
and stocking of these world-class offspring and 
also helps us gather vital catch and genetic data 
to help our biologists better manage bass popula-
tions throughout the great fisheries of Texas.”
 The 2022 season was one for the record books, 
with multiple milestones reached and memories 
made by anglers working with the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department (TPWD) Inland Fisher-
ies staff that make the program a success. Key 
highlights from the 2022 Toyota ShareLunker 
collection season include:
* 24 Legacy-class ShareLunkers caught this 
season, the most during January through March 
since 1995 (27)
* Nine different water bodies produced Share-
Lunkers in 2022
* Lake Daniel became the 75th public water to 
contribute a Legacy-class ShareLunker
* Four entries were new lake records (Lake Dan-
iel (Twice), Eagle Mountain Lake, O.H. Ivie)
* The new O.H. Ivie waterbody record, set at 
17.06 pounds, was the biggest in 30 years, and is 

the seventh largest largemouth bass ever verified 
in Texas (private or public)
* Four fish made Texas’ Top 50 biggest large-
mouth bass of all-time list
* Five entries were greater than 15-pounds, in-
cluding three over 16-pounds
 Anglers have submitted 632 Legacy Lunkers in 
the first 36 years of the ShareLunker program and 
during the 2022 collection season, 100 percent of 
all the loaned fish were healthy and returned to 
the lake where they were caught.
 During the first three months of the season 
(Jan. 1 through March 31), anglers who reel in 
a 13-plus pound bass can loan it to TPWD for 
the ShareLunker selective breeding and stocking 
program. These anglers can call the ShareLunker 
hotline at (903) 681-0550 to report their catch 
24/7 through March 31, 2023.
Anglers who catch and donate one of these 13-
plus pound lunkers earn Legacy Class status, re-
ceive a catch kit filled with merchandise, a 13lb+ 
Legacy decal for their vehicle or boat, VIP ac-
cess to the Toyota ShareLunker Annual Awards 
event and a high-quality replica mount of their 
Lunker fish from Lake Fork Taxidermy. These 
anglers will also receive entries into two sepa-
rate drawings – a Legacy Class Drawing and the 

year-end Grand Prize Drawing. Both drawings 
will award the winner a $5,000 Bass Pro Shops 
shopping spree and an annual Texas fresh and 
saltwater fishing license.
 The year-round Toyota ShareLunker program 
offers four levels of participation for catching 
bass over eight pounds or 24-inches in Texas.
 As a of Dec. 20, 496 ShareLunker catches by 
340 anglers across all size categories are ap-
proved into the program in 2022. One of those 
anglers has reeled in a remarkable 14 ShareLunk-
ers. O.H. Ivie leads all waterbodies with 144 ap-
proved entries during the 2022 season. Anticipa-
tion is high for what 2023 could have in store for 
anglers across the state and the nation.
 Anglers who enter data for any lunker they catch 
greater than eight pounds or 24-inches during the 
calendar year 2023 also receive a catch kit, a de-
cal for their vehicle or boat and an entry into the 
year-end Grand Prize Drawing to win a $5,000 
Bass Pro Shops shopping spree and annual fish-
ing license. ShareLunker entry classes include 
the Lunker Class (8 lb.+), Elite Class (10 lb.+), 
and Legend Class (13 lb.+).
 In addition, a new procedure is in effect begin-
ning with the 2023 season. Legend Class Share-
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Now Open
New Owner, 

New Management 
New Attitude 

Catfish/Seafood Buffet
All You Can Eat 
Plus Menu Items

Thursday thru Saturday
4 pm ~ 9 pm

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17

South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,

New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel • RV Park • Guide Serves • Boat Ramp

Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

Toyota ShareLunker Program (Continued from Page 11)

Lunkers no longer need 
to be weighed on a cer-
tified scale for entry. 
Anglers must include 
a photo of their Lunker 
on a digital scale in or-
der to qualify for Leg-
end Class.
 Once a lunker is reeled 
in, anglers need to en-
ter the catch data on the 
Toyota ShareLunker 
mobile app – available 
for free from the Apple 
App Store and Google 
Play – or on the Toyota 
ShareLunker online 
app at TexasShare-
lunker.com. In addi-
tion to providing basic 
catch information, an-
glers can also provide 
a DNA scale sample 
from their lunker bass 
to TPWD researchers 
for genetic analysis.

 The Toyota Share-
Lunker Program is 
made possible in part 
by the generous spon-
sorship of Toyota. 
Toyota is a longtime 
supporter of the Tex-
as Parks and Wild-
life Foundation and 
TPWD, providing ma-
jor funding for a wide 
variety of fisheries, 
state parks and wildlife 
projects.
 Prize donors includ-
ing Bass Pro Shops, 
Lake Fork Taxider-
my, American Fish-
ing Tackle Co., Stan-
ley Jigs and 6thSense 
Fishing also provide 
additional support for 
this program. For up-
dates on the Toyota 
ShareLunker Program, 
visit facebook.com/

sharelunkerprogram/ 
or TexasSharelunker.
com.
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(See Biologists Stress....
       Continued on Page 21)

Biologists Stress Testing Harvests for 
Chronic Wasting Disease During Deer Season
   With the recent 
discovery of Chron-
ic Wasting Disease 
(CWD) in Kaufman 
County, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD) bi-
ologists are stress-
ing the importance 
of testing harvested 
deer taken this hunt-
ing season to curb 
the spread of this 
deadly disease.
 CWD is a highly 
contagious and fatal 
neurological disease 
affecting members 
of the deer family 
such as white-tailed 
deer, mule deer, elk 
and moose. Hunt-
ers and landowners 
can voluntarily sub-
mit their harvest for 
free CWD testing at 
a TPWD check sta-

tion or by contacting 
local wildlife biolo-
gists.
  First recognized 
in 1967 in captive 
mule deer in Colo-
rado, CWD has since 
been documented in 
captive and/or free-
ranging deer in 30 
states and three Ca-
nadian provinces. To 
date, 428 captive or 
free-ranging cervids 
— including white-
tailed deer, mule 
deer, red deer, and 
elk — in 17 Texas 
counties have tested 
positive for CWD.
 Eradication of CWD 
is very difficult if 
not impossible when 
established in free-
ranging deer popula-
tions and in the envi-
ronment. Testing for 

CWD allows wild-
life biologists and 
animal health offi-
cials to get a clearer 
picture of the preva-
lence and distribu-
tion of the disease 
across Texas. Pro-
active monitoring 
improves the state’s 
response time to a 
CWD detection and 
can greatly reduce 
the risk of the dis-
ease further spread-
ing to neighboring 
captive and free-
ranging populations.
 Those hunting in 
CWD surveillance 
and containment 
zones need to know 
the submission re-
quirements for sus-
ceptible species be-
fore hitting the field 
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~ Since 1984 ~ ~ Since 1984 ~

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2023 Bullet, Falcon, Xpress, 
SeaArk, Veranda or a quality used boat!
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FM 1567 W.

# 290

Authorized Dealer Sales 
& Installation

CERTIFIED MECHANICS
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES 

& MODELS

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ask About Our Service Specials
903-383-7726  Toll Free

866-920-8331

AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES:  AUTHORIZED 
DEALER FOR:  GARMIN * HUMMINBIRD * MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA

290 FM 1567 WEST
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TPWD Responds to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Decision to List the Lesser Prairie-Chicken
  Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) executive director David Yoskow-
itz, Ph.D. said recently he applauds 16 years 
of “tremendous” voluntary collaboration with 
private landowners and industry to conserve 
lesser prairie-chicken habitat and reiterates 
the department’s opposition to U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) listing the species.
 “This decision jeopardizes decades of volun-
tary conservation efforts, increases regulatory 
burden and does not assure recovery of the 
species,” Yoskowitz said.
 USFWS published a final rule Nov. 25 list-
ing the lesser prairie-chicken under the Endan-
gered Species Act (ESA).  Once implemented 
in January, the decision would affect 14 coun-
ties in Texas, listing the bird as threatened in 
some and endangered in others.
 “Notwithstanding this very unfortunate de-
cision, TPWD stands committed to working 
with private landowners and industry to con-
serve the lesser prairie-chicken and its habitat, 
just as we have for decades,” Yoskowitz said.
 The new USFWS designation comprises a 
Northern Distinct Population Segment (DPS), 
where the bird will be listed as threatened in 

seven counties in the northeast Texas Panhan-
dle, and the Southern DPS, where the species 
will be listed as endangered in seven counties 
in the southwest Texas Panhandle. The listing 
under the ESA goes into effect Jan. 24, 2023 
and makes “take” of lesser prairie-chickens or 
their habitat a federal violation. Take means to 
harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, 
trap, capture or collect or to attempt to engage 
in any such conduct. Incidental take refers to 
takings that result from, but are not the purpose 
of, conducting an otherwise lawful activity.
 Under the final USFWS ruling, a 4(d) rule for 
the Northern DPS provides for incidental take 
exemptions for routine agricultural activities 
on cultivated lands, prescribed grazing con-
ducted under an approved plan and prescribed 
fire. Landowners in the northeast Texas Pan-
handle interested in receiving an approved pre-
scribed grazing plan under the 4(d) rule should 
contact a USFWS-certified prescribed grazing 
planner to initiate enrollment into that plan. A 
list of FAQs and certified planners will be con-
tinuously updated and available at www.fws.
gov/lpc, and a list of FAQs is available on the 
USFWS Lesser Prairie-Chicken Listing FAQs 

website.
Ongoing Efforts
 In 2006, TPWD entered a 20-year Candidate 
Conservation Agreement with Assurances 
(CCAA) with USFWS to work with private 
landowners to manage and improve lesser 
prairie-chicken habitat in exchange for as-
surances that no additional regulatory burden 
would be placed on participants if the species 
were listed. The 91 properties currently en-
rolled in the program, which cover 649,780 
acres across 19 Texas Panhandle counties, are 
exempt from take and habitat management re-
strictions while they operate under a TPWD-
approved wildlife management plan.
 Enrollment for the Texas lesser prairie-chick-
en CCAA program is open until the official ef-
fective date of Jan. 24, 2023. Private landown-
ers within the lesser prairie-chicken range are 
encouraged to contact the TPWD Panhandle 
Wildlife District prior to the effective date to 
initiate the enrollment process.
 “The CCAA provides landowners the assur-
ances that they can continue to manage their 
properties to meet their goals while also ben-
    (See TPWD Responds to U.S. Fish and Wildlife....  
                                                              Continued on Page 18)
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18th Annual Big Bass Tournament 
May 19,20,21, 2023

Now Accepting Reservations For 
Commercial & Vendor Spaces

For May 19, 20, 21, 2023      
Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake 
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise & 

promote your products, merchandise, or company!
Call Today: 903-383-7748 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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*

TPWD Establishes Two New Surveillance Zones to Test for Chronic Wasting Disease
  Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission has direct-
ed Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
Executive Director Carter Smith to establish by 
emergency rule two new chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) surveillance zones located primarily in Gil-
lespie and Limestone counties. The two new sur-
veillance zones will go into effect prior to the start 
of the general hunting season which began Nov. 5.
 TPWD developed the zones following the detec-
tion of CWD earlier this year in a deer breeding fa-
cility located in Gillespie County and a deer breed-
ing facility located in Limestone County.
 Surveillance zones cover areas where the presence 
of CWD could reasonably be expected and enhance 
efforts to monitor and contain disease spread. Sur-
veillance zone rules require hunters who harvest 
mule deer or white-tailed deer within the zone to 
bring their animals to a TPWD check station within 
48 hours of harvest. Hunters must check each ani-
mal harvested and receive a CWD receipt before 
taking any part of that animal, including meat or 
quartered parts, from the zone.
 “Testing for CWD allows wildlife biologists and 
animal health officials to get a clearer picture of 
the prevalence and distribution of the disease in 
those areas,” said TPWD Wildlife Division Direc-
tor John Silovsky. “Proactive monitoring improves 
the state’s response time to a CWD detection and 
can greatly reduce the risk of the disease spread-

ing further to neighboring captive and free-ranging 
populations.”
 The surveillance zone located primarily in north-
west Gillespie County encompasses 117,282 acres 
and includes parts of Kimble and Mason counties.
 TPWD will establish two check stations – one in 
the city park in Harper, and the other on the grounds 
of the community center in Doss – along with self-
serve drop boxes.
 The surveillance zone located primarily in north-
ern Limestone County encompasses 118,687 acres 
and includes parts of two other counties – Navarro 
and Hill – allowing access to a processor in Hub-
bard and a check station in Coolidge.
 Hunters can find maps of these and other zones, 
along with locations and hours of check stations 
and self-serve drop boxes, on the TPWD website.
 First recognized in 1967 in captive mule deer in 
Colorado, CWD has since been documented in 
captive and/or free-ranging deer in 30 states and 
four Canadian provinces. To date, 409 captive or 
free-ranging cervids — including white-tailed deer, 
mule deer, red deer and elk — in 16 Texas counties 
have tested positive for CWD.
 CWD is a fatal neurological disease affecting cer-
tain susceptible cervid species including white-
tailed deer, mule deer, red deer, and elk. The disease 
is highly transmissible and can remain infectious 
on the landscape for several years. If left unman-

aged, CWD can have long-term impacts on the na-
tive deer herd and local economies. Clinical signs 
may include progressive weight loss; incoordina-
tion; excessive thirst, salivation, or urination; loss 
of appetite; teeth grinding; abnormal head posture; 
and/or drooping ears. These signs may not become 
evident until years after animals first become in-
fected. Therefore, testing remains the best available 
tool for detecting CWD at an early stage and con-
taining it with appropriate management strategies.
 TPWD encourages hunters outside established 
surveillance and containment zones to voluntari-
ly submit their harvest for testing at a check sta-
tion, for free, before heading home from the field. 
Hunters who harvest a CWD-susceptible species 
outside a CWD zone and wish to have the animal 
tested should contact their local TPWD wildlife 
biologist. If someone is interested in becoming a 
certified CWD sample collector, they should con-
tact their local TPWD wildlife biologist or regional 
Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) Region 
Office.
 To date, the risk of CWD transmitting to humans 
appears to be low; however, as a precaution, public 
health authorities recommend not consuming meat 
from infected animals.
 
  For more information about CWD, visit the 
TPWD web site or the TAHC web site.
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We l c o m e
A l l  V i s i t o r s 

&  A n g l e r s  To  L a k e  F o r k 
A n d  T h e  A r e a

2023 Skeeter FXR21 APEX

2023 Skeeter FXR20 APEX

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W. Hwy. 154

Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

PROUD TO BE PART OF 
THE HERITAGE 
NEW FOR 2023

YAMAHA TECHNICIAN IN HOUSE

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

First National Bank of East Texas
417 South Main
Quitman, Texas

903-763-4545

1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8055

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

www.fnbetx.com
“Branches of First National Bank

Of East Texas, Gilmer”

TPWD Responds (Continued from Page 15)

efiting the lesser 
prairie-chicken,” said 
John Silovsky, TPWD 
director of wildlife. 
“We appreciate the 
tremendous collabo-
ration with private 
landowners during 
the past 16 years and 
we want to continue 
those important part-
nerships for the ben-
efit of the lesser prai-
rie-chicken habitat.”
 In 2013, TPWD 
along with the state 
wildlife agencies 
for Colorado, Kan-
sas, New Mexico and 
Oklahoma, developed 
the Lesser Prairie-
Chicken Range-Wide 
Plan (RWP). The plan 
established popula-
tion goals for four 
lesser prairie-chicken 
ecoregions and desig-

nated focal areas and 
connectivity zones to 
incentivize voluntary 
conservation for the 
species and its habi-
tat.
 Under the direc-
tion of WAFWA, the 
RWP also produced 
a CCAA for oil and 
gas companies to vol-
untarily mitigate for 
new development and 
operations across the 
species’ range. This 
CCAA provides fund-
ing to private land-
owners to improve or 
maintain lesser prai-
rie-chicken habitat on 
their lands and pro-
vide a net conserva-
tion benefit to the spe-
cies and regulatory 
certainty for industry.
 Since then, USFWS 
has also approved 

an Oil & Gas Habi-
tat Conservation Plan 
(HCP) and Renew-
ables HCP that pro-
vide additional oppor-
tunities for industry to 
mitigate for the inci-
dental take of the spe-
cies.
 
  Landowners or indus-
tries interested in the 
Texas Lesser Prairie-
Chicken CCAA, in-
dustry CCAA or HCP 
options should contact 
Brad Simpson, TPWD 
Panhandle Wildlife 
District Leader, (806) 
651-3012 brad.simp-
son@tpwd.texas.gov 
or Russell Martin, 
TPWD Panhandle 
Wildlife Diversity 
Biologist, (806) 452-
9616 russell.martin@
tpwd.texas.gov.
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”

TACKLE DONATIONS NEEDED
Rods, reels, tackle, and fishing-related equip-
ment are needed to support the High School 
Fishing Tackle Program sponsored by Lake 
Fork Sportsman’s Association. LFSA re-
quests donations of new and used fishing 
articles that will be cleaned, assembled, and 
refurbished. Items will be further donated to 
area high school fishing teams.  
Call Pat Kostial, 760-458-7885 or Terry 
Long, 214-206-7504 for more information or 
to arrange a donation.

  Hope everyone has had a great holiday 
season! Hard to believe i t  is  now 2023. 
During the LFSA December membership 
meeting we elected new Officers for the 
Board of Directors.  Before I  introduce 
the new board,  I  would l ike to thank the 
outgoing Officers for all  their  hard work 
and dedication to LFSA. Carolyn West- 

President,  Ed Swenson-Secretary,  Bruce 
Allen-Treasurer,  Katie Carter-Member 
at  Large and Michael Kostial-Member 
at  Large.  The new Officers are Terry 
Long- President,  Ted Warren-Vice Presi-
dent,  Misty Belk-Secretary,  Vivian Leo-
pold- Treasurer,  Roger Belk- Member at 
Large,  Pat Kostial-  Member at  Large, 
Peggy York- Member at  Large and out-
going President Carolyn West as advi-

sor.  I  look forward to working with each 
of you in 2023.
  LFSA meets the second Tuesday of the 
month at  6:30 PM in Lovell’s restaurant 
at  Lake Fork Marina and everyone is 
welcome to attend.
Tight l ines! 

By Terry Long, President 2023 LFSA

For the past 24 years Lake Fork Sportsman’s 
Association has been Preserving the Legend 
that is Lake Fork with their Live Release 
Boat at tournaments releasing catches back 
healthy in the lake, planting new grasses, and 
establishing fish habitat.
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Coleman Bishop with   
David Ozio

Zach Turner with  
David Ozio

David OzioDaniel Garcia with
David Ozio

903-473-8784 • 306 PR 7332 • Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy. 515 to Rains CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles

Cabins • Sleeps 3
Aminities Include Direct TV

Microwave • Coffee Pot 
• Mini-fridge

Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~ Sleeps 6
RV Sites • Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups
Annual • Monthly • Weekly • Overnight

Covered Pavilion • Restrooms
Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station

               Boat Ramp
                               Playground For The   

           Children

“Challenge for the Lunker Hunter on Lake Fork!”(Continued from Page 6)

3490 S FM 2869
Hawkins, TX 75765
903-769-3600

3404 N Fourth St
Longview, TX 75605
903-252-4444

fish might be positioned. Make some casts out 
to the deep edge of the grass and slow roll the 
bait back to the boat. You might be surprised at 
the results.
  January is also a great month to catch num-
bers on the power plant lakes. If cabin fever has 
set in, give me a call and we can wear them out 
where the water temps are summer like. If you 
are headed out to Lake Fork in January search-
ing for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to 
be a part of this trophy quest. I also have gift 

certificates available if you have friends or loved 
one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. 
You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail 
me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow me on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Lake-
ForkGuideDavidOzio. I post my daily trip results 
on this page. I run a Skeeter FX21 with a Ya-
maha 250SHO and would like to thank Skeeter 
for making my office on the lake the best in the 
country. I would also like to thank Okuma Fish-
ing USA,Talon Custom Lures, Skeeter Boats, 
Dakota Lithiums and Hennessey Outdoor Elec-
tronics for making my job the blast that it is. A 
special shout out to Nautical Mile Marine in Ty-
ler, Service Marine in Emory and Sartin Marine 
in Sulphur Springs for all their help in keeping 
me on the water seven days a week with no is-
sues. I hope to see a lot of you on the water. Ro-
mans 10:13. “Everyone who calls upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved”. I wish all of you a 
blessed day.”
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Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Wish To Fish Foundation
 903-360-6994    www.wishtofishfoundation.com

Biologists Stress Testing (Continued from Page 13)

this season. Anyone 
hunting in an estab-
lished CWD zone 
must bring their deer 
to a check station 
within 48 hours of 
harvest for testing.
 There are about 30 
check stations and 
drop boxes across 
the state in Kimble 
County, far West 
Texas, South Cen-
tral Texas, the north-
west Panhandle, Val 
Verde County, Hunt 
County, Lubbock 
County, Gillespie 

County, Limestone 
County and Duval 
County.
 For more informa-
tion about CWD, 
visit the TPWD web-
site, the Texas Ani-
mal Health Commis-
sion website, or read 
about how hunters 

can help protect deer 
from CWD with a 
story from the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Magazine.
 Find TPWD vet-
erinarians speak-
ing about CWD on 
the TPWD YouTube 
page.



    Page 22          “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”              January              
Game Warden Field Notes

(Continued on Page 24)

  The following items 
are compiled from re-
cent Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
law enforcement re-
ports.
--If You Liked it, Then 
You Should Have Put 
a Tag on it-- A Lub-
bock County game 
warden was sitting 
near a well-known 
road hunting area 
when he saw a suspi-
cious vehicle driving 
slowly down the pub-
lic road. When the ve-
hicle reached the bot-
tom of a hill, it stopped 
and remained station-
ary for several minutes 
until the warden heard 
two gunshots. The 
warden approached 
the vehicle and found 

a man and his fiancée 
trying to load a mule 
deer doe into the bed 
of the small pickup. 
Upon further inves-
tigation, the warden 
learned that the man 
shot the deer with a .22 
rifle off the roadway 
using the headlights 
of his vehicle. Multiple 
cases were filed and 
civil restitution for the 
deer was charged.
--Double Whammy--
When patrolling the 
Little Brazos River, a 
Brazos County game 
warden contacted two 
people fishing near 
one of the river access 
points. Both individu-
als did not have a valid 
fishing license and one 
of them didn’t have 

any identification. The 
warden asked both for 
their information and 
when they were run 
through dispatch, there 
was a hit. Turns out, the 
man who had no iden-
tification had an out-
standing warrant. The 
warden placed him into 
custody and transport-
ed him to the Brazos 
County Jail. Once at the 
jail, it was discovered 
that he gave the warden 
fictitious information 
that belonged to one 
of his friends who, un-
beknownst to him, had 
an outstanding warrant 
for his arrest. The man 
was then properly iden-
tified, and it was re-
vealed that he had two 

“Celebrating Our
25th Anniversary!”
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Combining flavors and ingredients in new 
ways can give leftovers a new life! Happy New 
Year to all of you from our family to yours!     

“Making The Most Of Holiday Leftovers”
By Sue Hampton

  Holiday time means turkey, and turkey usually 
means leftovers. Now you can jazz up roast tur-
key and watch it disappear.
  The Reuben Tortilla offers another opportunity 
to savor the holiday leftovers. It’s easy to make 
and thanks to sauerkraut, it’s healthy.
Reuben Tortilla
4 8-inch tortillas, softened
½ cup Thousand Island dressing

4 oz. cooked turkey 
4 slices (¾ oz. each) Swiss cheese
1 cup well-drained Krrrrisp Kraut (my choice 
Bush’s Best Sauerkraut)
  Spread each tortilla with 1 Tbsp. Dressing. Top 
with 1 oz. turkey, 1 slice cheese and ¼ cup sau-
erkraut. Fold opposite edges of tortilla over to 
cover filling. Roll up from one unfolded edge to 
the other, forming wrap sandwich. Microwave 
each 20 seconds to 30 seconds or serve at room 
temperature. Serves four.
  Another idea for your leftovers... “Zesty Ida-
ho Potato Cakes”
Cooking spray
2 cups leftover mashed Idaho Potatoes (home-
made works best)
½ cup corn kernels (if frozen, thaw first, then 
squeeze out excess water)
1/3 cup frozen, diced red and green sweet pep-
pers (thaw, then squeeze out excess water)
1 egg white
½ cup shredded taco cheese (cheese blend with 
added seasonings)
4 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1 tablespoon minced, dried onion
1 teaspoon salt
¾ teaspoon chili powder
1/8 teaspoon ground cumin
Optional garnish: ¼ cup shredded taco cheese

  Preheat the oven to 375 F. Coat a baking sheet 
with a liberal amount of cooking spray.
  In a medium mixing bowl, combine all ingredi-
ents and mix well with a fork or wooden spoon.
  Spray a 1/3-cup measuring cup with cooking 
spray. Using the cup, scoop up the potato mix-
ture and level it off with your clean hand. Invert 
the filled cup over the prepared baking sheet to 
release the potato mixture. Continue to scoop, 
making 8 portions (you may need to respray the 
cup once or twice to help release the potato mix-
ture). Gently press the portions with your palm 
to form pancakes about 3/4-inch thick. 
  Spray the tops of the pancakes lightly with cook-
ing spray. Bake for 20 minutes. Using a metal 
spatula, flip the pancakes and bake another 15 
minutes. Transfer pancakes to a serving platter 
using the spatula, then sprinkle them with addi-
tional  taco cheese, if desired. Serve hot. Serves 
4.   Happy New Year to all of you from our fam-
ily to yours! 
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Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 22)  

                       (Continued on Next Page)

outstanding warrants. The man admitted that he 
intentionally gave the warden false information 
because of his arrest warrants. The individual was 
booked into the jail for Failure to Identify Fugi-
tive (class A), and the two outstanding warrants.
--Oh Deer-- While stopped at a gas station, a 
Lavaca County game warden noticed multiple 
elk antlers and legs sticking up from the bed of 
a pickup truck. The warden pulled up and con-
gratulated the man icing the animals down and 
saw two whitetail deer. The man then told the 
warden about the high-fenced ranch the animals 
had been taken from. The ranch happened to be 
one that the warden investigated last year due to 
multiple hunters on the ranch hunting without 
licenses. After a short discussion, it was deter-
mined that the man’s girlfriend, who was also on 
location, had killed one of the bull elk and had 
not purchased a hunting license in five years. The 
animal was seized, cleaned and donated to a local 
charity organization. Case pending.
--Mistaken Bacon-- A Gaines/Andres County 
game warden received a call from a landown-
er about possible spotlights on her land. Af-
ter making his way to the property, the warden 
approached two individuals that were hunting 
around a wheat circle. They claimed they were 
pig hunting and had harvested a pig earlier. The 
warden asked the subjects if he could see the pig 

they shot and it was determined that it was not 
a pig, but a javelina. Charges and restitution are 
pending.          
--How Trashy-- A Lubbock district game war-
den received a call about several illegally dumped 
sandhill cranes in a community dumpster. The 
Lubbock police department officer on scene 
climbed into the dumpster to confirm that the 
birds were not breasted out and the warden re-
sponded to collect evidence and begin interview-
ing possible suspects and neighbors. The dump-
ster was next to a Texas Tech University fraternity 
and a large apartment complex. After interview-
ing multiple individuals, the suspect was discov-
ered and admitted that he and his friend left the 
cranes in the back of his truck the day prior and 
thought that the temperature was too warm to 
keep the meat. Waste of game charges were filed 
on both individuals.
--Two Hearts That Beat as One--  Anderson 
County game wardens were patrolling near High-

way 155 for deer hunters. While traveling, the 
wardens noticed a freshly caped whitetail deer 
hide stretched and tacked on a 4x8 sheet of ply-
wood and a gentleman observing it. After turn-
ing around to make an inspection, the gentleman 
and his wife both noticed the game wardens mak-
ing an effort to approach their residence and left 
the scene. After further inspection, two under-
sized buck heads were found along with the deer 
hide. Time elapsed and after a brief wait, the fe-
male suspect returned to the scene. The wardens 
questioned her about the deer and the location 
of her husband. She stated that she dropped her 
husband off at work. After further investigation 
the husband was located at the local Walmart and 
later returned to the scene. The husband admit-
ted to killing a doe and said that his wife killed 
an illegal buck a few weeks prior. As for the other 
whitetail buck, the couple removed its head from 
the median of Highway 155. Multiple citations 

Always Think...

Safety First 
When Getting

On The Lake!!!
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were issued including hunting under the license 
of another, allowing another to hunt under his/
her license, and no hunting license. The case is 
still under investigation and pending.
--See You Later-- A Pecos County game warden 
acquired a search warrant for a residence in Fort 
Stockton that was known to have a live American 
alligator as well as other illegally obtained live 
species. Unfortunately, the resident of the house 
had moved out a week prior to another location 
in town. Left at the house were two ornate box 
turtles and one red-eared slider which were re-
located at the request of the landlord. Later in 
the day, the wardens were able to meet with the 
suspect to conduct an interview. The suspect was 
asked to write and sign a statement about all the 
animals he has had, where he got them, how he 
got them, and where they are now. The written 
statement admitted that he had possessed an 
American alligator and other species but had 
released them a week ago near the road where 
he collected them. The suspect consented to a 
search of his new residence to prove he no lon-
ger had any other animals. Citations issued, cases 
pending.
--SnapTrap-- A Henderson County game war-
den received information from an individual 
who said he saw a Snapchat video of a young man 

shooting off the highway multiple times at night. 
After reviewing the video, the warden was able 
to obtain the shooter’s name and location. Game 
wardens interviewed the individual who said that 
he was shooting at some pigs crossing the road 
and didn’t know that the passenger was recording 
him with her phone. He was unaware it was go-
ing to be posted to social media. Cases pending.
--Drive-by Poaching-- A Henderson County 
game warden was contacted by a landowner who 
said he heard a gunshot near the end of his drive-
way right after sunset. The landowner walked 
down to the county road and found a freshly 
wounded doe in the ditch. Approximately 45 
minutes after the doe was shot, the warden was 
talking to the landowner when a truck stopped 
for a few seconds where the deer had been shot, 
then proceed to leave the area. The warden made 
contact with the driver who said he was going 
to his girlfriend’s house. The warden noticed a 
shotgun in the passenger seat and again asked 
the driver what he was doing in the area. After 
a short discussion, the driver admitted to shoot-
ing a deer from the county road and said he had 
come back to pick it up after he made sure no 
one heard him shoot. As the warden was busy 
with the driver of the truck, the landowner came 
to the scene with another individual. The land-

owner stated he watched this individual, with his 
thermal scope, as he tried to drag the doe to the 
county road so they could load it up. Both indi-
viduals were arrested and booked into Hender-
son County jail for multiple violations.
--Bag o’ Bass-- A Williamson County game war-
den received a telephone call from a complainant 
regarding a fisherman keeping undersize striped 
bass in Lake Georgetown. The game warden ar-
rived on scene and made contact with a fisher-
man matching the description the complainant 
gave. The game warden immediately observed 
three undersize striped bass flopping on the 
ground next to the fisherman. The fisherman had 
a red bag that was open and in plain view there 
was a fish tail sticking out. The warden identi-
fied the angler and checked for a valid fishing 
license. The angler said all of the fish were his 
and said they were white bass. The game warden 
explained to him the difference between white 
bass and striped bass. The angler had a total of 7 
undersize striped bass measuring 15-16 inches. 
Four of them were in plastic bags, wrapped with 
black electrical tape, and stuffed in his bag. The 
angler was issued citations and civil restitution 
was filed. The fish were donated to a family in 
need.

Service Marine on Lake Fork
NOW IN THEIR 32nd YEAR OF BUSINESS OFFERING “SERVICE FIRST”

WE WILL FLOAT YOUR BOAT WITH “BIG SAVINGS’
“BE READY FOR BIG FUN ON THE WATER”

Sales * Service
Installation

With Power-Pole
you can stop your
boat swiftly and 
silently with the 

touch of a button 
and keep your boat 

securely in place, 
even in heavy wind 

and current.

Certified Service Center
Mercury, Yamaha, Tohatsu

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909 visit us online at:

www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

2 Stroke Oil ~ Mercury & Yamaha
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LAND FOR SALE 
for RV, Mobile Home 
or House; Pool; Pier; 
Ramp; Gated Entry. 
903-878-7265. 
FOR SALE 2001 193 
Champion Bass Boat 
Single Console, 200 
Yamaha VMAX, 1 
owner since new, ga-
rage kept, very nice 
boat .817-917-9531 
leave message $17,500

Hefner Group Insurance

DISCOUNTS UP TO 40%

www.hefnergroup.com

AUTO BOATATVHOME

MINEOLA   903-569-5115
MARSHALL   903-935-0011
HOLLY LAKE  903-769-5566
TYLER    903-509-2468
LONGVIEW   903-297-6787  
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

Lovall’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina
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MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW!!!!
18TH ANNUAL LEGEND OF LAKE 
FORK BIG BASS TOURNAMENT 

MAY 19, 20, 21, 2023    

Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529
Replicas ~ $20 per inch

Ducks ~ $400
www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com

Lake Fork Tournament 
Schedule Jan. thru Mar. 

2023

January

March

February

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

Lovall’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina

Feb. 18 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

Feb. 19 ~ Media Bass
Minnow Bucket

Feb. ~ BassChamps N. Div.
Lake Fork Marina

Feb. 26 ~ JC Outdoors Individual
Minnow Bucket 

Mar. 4 ~ Media Bass
Minnow Bucket

Mar. 18 ~ Tex. Trails Open
Oak Ridge Marina

Mar. 19 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

Mar. 25 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

Mar. 26 ~ Mega Bass (Bass Champs)
Lake Fork Marina

Please leave a message or text I will call back

No Notification For Tournaments This 
Month!

If you are having a tournament on Lake 
Fork, email us at fishnews@lakefork.net.

Annual Legend of Lake Fork
Big Bass Tournament May 19, 20, 21

We Rebuild Your Batteries
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