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Levi and Tim Weaver topped 95 other teams in the Sartin Marine    
Customer and Friends Appreciation Event on Lake Fork presented by 
JC Outdoors with a stringer weight of 16.23-lbs. 

Employee Benefit Tournament

Josh Kehrer from Illinois had Big Bass in the Sartin Marine Customer 
and Friends Appreciation Event on Lake Fork weighing 8.70-lbs. (See 
Full Story on Page 7)

Keith Kindle and Kenny LaDuke had the heaviest stringer of the Peo-
ples tournament with a weight of 13.60-lbs. Keith also caught the Big 
Bass of the tournament weighing 4.72-lbs.

By Don Hampton

  Everyone in the area 
is familiar with Peo-
ples Telephone and 
Communications and 
their great service. I am 
looking forward to the 
day I have fiber optics 
at my business which 
will speed up my inter-
net quite considerably.

  On May 2nd Peoples 
hosted their 1st An-
nual Employee Appre-
ciation Benefit Bass 
Tournament on Lake 
Winnsboro. Mr. Jim 
Martin, Peoples Instal-
lation Supervisor was 
the Tournament Direc-
tor and what a great job 
he did in organizing 
and making it hugely 

enjoyable for all par-
ticipants.
  There was a total of 18 
teams that participated 
in the event. With each 
team having their spe-
cial name. 
  Some of the employ-
ees set up camp the 
previous night to make 
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Located on 515
Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com
Email: scenic515@peoplescom.net

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas #1 Bass Fishing Lake

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees * Covered Boat Parking 
* Clean Cabins * Full Baths * Direct TV * Small Refrigerator * Microwave  

* Coffee Pot * Two Double Beds * Guide Services Available

15 Cabins * Bunkhouse
Blue Bird Lodge
Blue Bird House

“Great Rates”
Make Your  Reservations

Today!!!
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“Bubba believes that fishing will cure anything!”
By Don Hampton

  Bubba has always been a firm believer that 
fishing will cure just about anything. He’ll 
refer back to caveman days and the early 
frontier when man survived on fish when they 
didn’t have anything else to eat.
  “Those were the real fishermen,” he’ll say 
with a grin. “If they didn’t catch, they didn’t 
eat. You know like some tournament anglers!” 
  I had to have an explanation on his last re-
mark and after hearing it, I had a much better 
education of fishing. “I know a few anglers 
that will take their grocery money and use it 
for an entry fee to a tournament and if they 
don’t win, it’s all about beans and taters for a 
while” was Bubba’s enlightenment. “I’ll nev-
er do that because you’ll never see me gam-
bling my next meal… that would be too much 
pressure on me on the water knowing I might 
get hungry. Besides, Bubbette wouldn’t allow 
that anyway” he continued.
  Bubba even goes further in his belief that 
fishing cures hunger. “I don’t get hungry 
when I’m fishing,” he jokes. “It’s when I 
get off the water that hunger hits me and I 
could eat everything in the house!” Bubbette 
can testify to that. Her explanation is not that 
fishing cures Bubba’s hunger but that instead 
he gets so involved with fishing and getting 

a bite that he forgets to take a bite to eat and 
if he did he would forget to chew. It’s not 
that fishing cures his hunger, he’s just too 
involved to think about eating. Bubba will 
come right back with, “See fishing keeps me 
from thinking too much!” Bubbette’s reply to 
this is always the same, “Like you have that 
problem!”
  Bubba is convinced fishing should always 
be fun and that it is still a cure-all!
  If Bubba is sad, he can go fishing for a day 
or two and he is glad. If he gets a headache, 
toothache, backache, or just a pain in the 
lower region in the back, floating on his boat, 
casting a bait or two, he’ll forget all about 
it. If he is aggravated, it’s because he hasn’t 
been fishing and that will cure that. 
  After Bubba’s last tournament, he now as-
sures me that doctors should start prescribing 
fishing to some of their patients. He has told 
me that he and other anglers have fished with 
colds, flu, and other minor ailments and that 
all symptoms would disappear as soon as the 
first big fish would strike. He went even fur-
ther to explain if in a big tournament you won 
a check, you’d be completely cured.
  As doubtful as I was about fishing putting 
the medical profession out of business, Bubba 
wouldn’t let my doubts linger. He explained 
to me that he had been sick in bed Monday 

and Tuesday before a tournament on one of 
his favorite lakes and didn’t believe his poor 
pitiful self could make it to compete. But, low 
and behold, Wednesday morning at 3 A.M. 
when his alarm clock sounded, he was fit as a 
fiddle and this healing process was due only 
to the anticipation of going fishing. (I would 
guess that Bubbette’s nursing and babying 
him for two days and two nights had nothing 
to do with it!)
  This wasn’t the only healing experience the 
tournament had on the crew from Lake Fork 
that went to fish the tournament. Bubba told 
me about another member of their party that 
had been suffering from low blood pressure. 
He let Bubba and the others in the group know 
his blood pressure was getting him down. He 
felt weak and dizzy and was considering leav-
ing before the three-day tournament was over. 
That was before the cure was administered. 
On the first morning in the first few hours 
of the tournament, he caught a nice bass that 
won him an hourly check. Instantly his blood 
pressure was normal and for the rest of the 
tournament he was as frisky as a six-year-old 
on Christmas morning. 
  I’m still not completely convinced that fish-
ing cures all, but as long as Bubba believes it 
and stays well and happy, that will cure mine 
and Bubbette’s doubts. 
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 (Continued on Next Page)

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17

South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,

New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel • RV Park • Guide Serves • Boat Ramp

Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

Peoples Employee Tournament (Continued from Page 1)

sure that all was in order and to celebrate a little.
  The tournament began a 6 a.m. and all anglers 
were treated to breakfast burritos complements 
of Peoples. After the tournament and presenta-
tions everyone was treated to dinner consisting of 
brisket, sausage, and beans with beverages pro-
vided. The Culinary Chef of the event was Ken 
Sharp, Peoples Installation and Repair Manager, 
and owner/operator of YTown Smoker located in 
Yantis.

  Fishing was not the 
best that day on this 
usually great fishing 
lake but Team Bass 
Kissers consisting of 
Keith Kindle, Peoples 
Installation Director 
and Kenny LaDuke 
made a great showing. 
Between the two of 
them they weighed in 5 
bass for a total weight 
of 13.60-pounds win-
ning them 1st Place 
overall. Keith caught 
the big bass of the 
tournament weighing 
4.72-pounds winning 
them a second check.
  Winning 2nd Place 
with a 4 fish string-
er with a weight of 
8.48-pounds was Team 
Donkey Slayers with 
Ben Burroughs and 
Hayden Marshall. Tak-

Keith Kindle and Kenny LaDuke, Team Bass 
Kissers will have bragging rights with their names 
engraved on the trophy on display at Peoples.

b

“Look For Our July 4th
Party & Celebration!!!” 

“We Would Like To Thank 
Everyone For Coming Out!”

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon. ~ Sat. 5:30 to 7:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 6:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

“Be

The F
ish

!” “BeThe Fish!”

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

FALCON RODS

Closed
For 

Season

NOW IN STOCK!!!!

Jason Christie
Signature Series

$99.00
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3362 N. FM 17 Alba, TX.,
Owners Dru & Deb Davis

“Home of the Jumbo Pork Tenderloin!”
Tuesday thru Saturday

6 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m.
Serving Full Breakfast Menu

6 a.m. till 10:30 a.m.
Daily Lunch Specials

            Homemade Pies & Desserts
Family Owned & Operated*Call In Orders Welcome

    HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR 1987
YANTIS, TX.
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today *Wi-Fi * Dish Network 

* Certified Scales * Bait & Tackle Shop * Live Bait 
* Fishing Pier * Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge, Grocery

Annual RV Leases Available * 3 Boat Ramps
Boat Storage * Camping

Email: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website
www.hideawayharbor.com

1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-2503

ing 3rd Place in the tournament was Team Bates consisting of Jade Bates 
and Jacob Franzan with a stringer of 3 bass weighing 7.22-pounds.
  After the awards and check presentations everyone enjoyed the fellowship 
and great meal. My compliments to Ken Sharp. That was some of the best 
brisket I’ve had.
  In closing this being a benefit tournament, Peoples Telephone Cooperative 
Inc. made a donation of $250 to the Wish to Fish Foundation on Lake Fork.
  All in all it was a truly memorial day and I am looking forward to fishing 
with my son on the next one. Thank you to all involved for putting on such 
a great event.

Peoples Telephone Cooperative, Inc. donated $250 from the tourna-
ment to the Wish to Fish Foundation. From left to right Don Hampton, 
CEO/Founder of Wish to Fish Foundation, Jim Martin, Peoples Instal-
lation Supervisor and Ken Sharp, Peoples Installation Supervisor.
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Answers on Page 21

“The Summer Pattern Is Here!”

(See The Summer .....
  Continued on Page 20)Hours

10 AM till
9 PM

Monday thru
Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners
Don’t Be Caught High and 

Dry When Fishing 
Lake Fork! 

 Come To Visit Us!!!
We Have All Of 
Your Favorite 

Beverages Here!

By David Ozio

     “Spring has sprung and now it’s time for the giant 
green fish to move toward summer haunts and I can’t 
wait! Weather patterns dictate what the bass will do at 
this time of the year and the carryover from the win-
ter has delayed the mass migration of the monsta bass 
to the main lake points, ridges and humps. It’s an “any 
day” deal and you just have to keep checking you’re 
favorite deep spots to see when they finally show up. 
Now the game will shift to eyeballing the electronics to 
find where the lunker of a lifetime will be hiding.
   Understanding what you see on your electronics is 
critical and I take for granted that everyone already 

has the ability to read the high tech electronics. If not, 
contact Slade Dougharty at 817 797-8762 and he will 
open your eyes to what these amazing machines can 
do for you. The next skill would be to determine where 
to look and how to recognize the bass that will start to 
gang up on certain types of structure. As stated earlier, 
humps and ridges are excellent but you can start with 
long tapering points. The next chore will be to ascertain 
what depth range where the green critters will set up 
shop. Start your scan in 35ft and graph your way into 
the 15ft range and then reverse course and head back to 
the starting point using a different track. Repeat this pro-
cess until you have covered the entire point from front 
to back. If you see a group of arches on the screen dur-
ing any one pass, set a waypoint on that location and put 
out a marker buoy on that spot once you have combed 
the entire area. During this time of the year, most fish 
will be on the bottom so you can focus your fish catch-
ing strategies on the Carolina rig, drop shot, Texas rig, 
jigs or crankbait. Flukes, brush hogs or any straight or 
curl tail worm will work using standard colors such as 
watermelon candy, redbug, plum or watermelon red. 
As for cranking, shad colored crankbaits along with 
chartreuse blue back also works well.
  Next, let’s venture out to the offshore humps or ridges. 
Graph these locations back and forth until you spot 

the likely targets. Drop a waypoint on the fishy look-
ing spot and fish each technique until you determine 
what presentation they favor. If your after a lunker of 
a lifetime, the jig with matching trailer will be your “go 
to” bait. To round out your search, target roadbeds and 
submerged structures such as brush piles or laydown 
timber. If the arches show up on your graph, pitch out a 
marker buoy and go to work. It’s not rocket science, it’s 
just locating where the fish are positioned. If all of this is 
somewhat confusing, your best bet will be to hire a full 
time Lake Fork guide and spend the day covering the 
aforementioned areas and have him point out what you 
need to be fishing. Bass move from day to day and they 
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    (See Sartin Marine....
        Continued on Page 10)

Levi Weaver caught the second heaviest bass 
of the tournament weighing 8.42-pounds.

Sartin Marine Customer and Friends Appreciation Tournament
By Don Hampton

  Sartin Marine Friends 
and Customer Appreci-
ation Tournament was 
held on May 23. The 
tournament was hosted 
by JC Outdoors out of 
the Minnow Bucket 

Marina.
  There were 96 teams 
that came out to par-
ticipate and try their 
luck to win big money 
on Lake Fork. It was 
a great day to be fish-
ing but the weatherman 
was wrong on predict-

ing the wind. Instead 
of 5 to 10 mph out of 
the south it was more 
like 20 to 25 mph with 
white caps on the lake. 
This did not stop some 
really good weights 
from coming to the 
scales.
  There were two bass 
over the Lake Fork 
slot of 24” that came 
to the scales. The big 
bass of the tournament 
was caught by Josh 
Kehrer and weighed 
8.70-pounds win-
ning him a check for 
$400. The second big 
bass of the tournament 
was caught by Levi 
Weaver and weighed 
8.42-poundswinning 
him a check for $150.
  With 96 anglers par-

ticipating there were 
16 places paid overall. 
The payscale started 
with 1st Place paying 
$4500 to 16th Place 
paying $175. Winning 
1st Place was the fa-
ther and son team of 
Tim and Levi Weaver 
with a total weight of 
16.23-pounds; 2nd 

Place was Josh Keh-
rer and Zach Hughes 
with a weight of 
14.20-pounds; 3rd 
Richard Osborn and 
Scott Dean with a 
weight of 9.43-pounds; 
4th  Craig Dowis and 
Ed Blackburn with a 
weight of 9.41-pounds; 
5th James Mohler and 

Kevin Ligi with a 
weight of 9.41-pounds; 
6th Jason Smith and 
Hunter Smith with a 
weight of 9.38-pounds; 
7th Larry Allen and 
Gregory Allen with a 
weight of 9.36-pounds; 
8th David Pitre and Jo-
seph Fox with a weight 
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“The Moon Report”
“Crappie and Self Distancing”
By Terri Moon

 Well – the month of May 
was just a blur! I’m usu-
ally back home by now 
from my annual morel 
mushroom hunt – but, 
with all the cancelations I 
had because of the covid, I 
thought it was a good time 
to shelter in place with 
Mama Nova who turned 
90 May 14th. So sad we 
couldn’t celebrate it like 
she deserved. With all the 
sheltering in place and shut 
downs, things were kept 
at a responsible distance. I 
want to thank you all that 
took the time to wish her 
well on    facebook. It truly 
made her day! Her only 
wish when she blew out 
her candle was to be able 
to hug and kiss us all again. 
(She said AIR HUGS just 
weren’t the same!) But her 
90 years were worth the 
ride! We’ll hope for a big 
blowout for her 91st! June 
10th she goes in to have 
her heart shocked, so I hope 
all of you will send good 
thoughts her way, it’s very 
much appreciated! A huge 
thank you to Marilyn Lam 
of Tightwad, MO for mak-
ing sure Mom gets there 
and back safely for me!
  Right now it looks like we 
get home about the time the 
summer temperatures hit. 
I was seeing some 90’s in 
the forecast. (ouch!) But, 
sounds like the crappie fish-
ing has been off the charts 
while I’ve been gone – (if 
you had a Garmin Live-
Scope!) I can’t wait to get 
back and use mine! I only 
got to play with mine for a 
few times before I left and 
I’m sure excited about it. 
For those of you that own 

one, if you’ve ever had 
trouble with the glare on 
the screen, I’ve found the 
perfect solution while I was 
in Tightwad, MO at Jackie 
Albins (he’s the one that 
makes the stump jumper 
transducer protectors). 
Well, now he’s made a sun-
shield for the Garmin units. 
He can’t make them fast 
enough – they are flying off 
the shelf and I can’t wait to 
put mine on! If any of you 
are interested in one, you 
can contact him at 660-383-
2234 and if you’re around 
Lake Fork Marina, I’ll be 
happy to show you mine.
  Another thing that hap-
pened while I was gone – is 
that sweet Alma Sanders 
from Lake Fork Marina has 
retired. Alma has worked at 
the marina since the begin-
ning through thick and thin. 
I still can’t imagine the ma-
rina without her. She will be 
missed terribly but I’m so 
thrilled for her and wish her 
all the best and can’t thank 
her enough for all she’s 
done over the years! We all 
love you Alma! 
  I think what I’m most ex-
cited about coming home 
is its bream time! June has 

always been one of my 
favorite months to fish. I 
call it “BIG FISH” month 
for all species. The bream 
should be in that 2 to 12 ft. 
right now. Crickets, night-
crawlers, or crappie nibbles 
should do the trick. You can 
use bobbers or tightline for 
them – both ways are fun! 
  The crappie are bunching 
up around standing timber 
and brush piles. They are 
in and out of the bridges 
and check your main lake 
points anywhere from 10 
to 30 ft. Bonehead Stump-
bugs in black/chartreuse, 
Bubba Baits in white/
chartreuse and Lake Fork 
Tackle’s Live Baby Shad in 
electric chicken have been 
working.
  It’s so sad the Skeeter Boat 
Owner’s Tournament was 
postponed this year. We 
will miss seeing them all 
– but, a HUGE thanks to 
Skeeter for bringing a “top 
of the line” boat to the crap-
pie fishing world! (I won-
der if my Skeeter Solera 
misses me???)
  Anyway, I hope you all are 
staying safe and remember, 
if you’re sick, stay home! 
Please! My best to you all!  
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Nick Bobeck caught this nice bass while fish-
ing Lake Fork on a Carolina rig with guide 
Whitt Smith on 5/24. C.P.R.

Lake Fork guide Johnny Glass caught 
this hawg in May weighing 11.24-lbs. on a  
Berkley Powerbait. C.P.R.

Peggy Simmons was fishing Lake Fork in May 
when she caught this really nice hawg weigh-
ing 10.25-lbs. C.P.R.

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941     
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FAST • FRIENDLY• SPEEDY • REPAIRS & SERVICE
“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”

New & Used Trolling Motors
New In The Box MinnKota Edge ~ 70-lb. Thrust/24V
5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort • Alba, TX

Chuck Rizuto, Owner
903-850-4477

Stay with us and win $$$!
Planning a Lake Fork trip? Why not stay where you 
have all the conveniences and a chance to win $1,000 or 
$5,000? Registered guests win $1,000 for catching a bass 
over 13 pounds or $5,000 for catching a new state record.

For Your Convenience We Offer:
* Motel With 30 Units * 4 Duplexes * 

A Spacious Suite * Annual & Daily RV Sites * 
Camping * RV Lots Available

* Restaurant * Store *Tackle Shop
*Resident & Non-Resident Fishing Licenses

Gas * Dry Boat Storage 
* Fishing Pier * 2 Boat Ramps

*Professional Lake Fork Guide Services

Axton’s Bass City
2959 FM 2946 * Emory, TX. 75440

1-903-473-7224 or Toll Free: 1-877-525-4698 
Email: mtaylor.axtons@gmail.com

Open Team Tournament
June 13th & 14th
GOFISHLURES 

Click on Link & Register on Line
or Download, Print, & Mail In

(Entries Have To Be Mailed By Monday June 8th)

Sartin Marine Tournament (Continued From Page 7)

of 9.32-pounds; 9th Jeff 
Jones and DeAris Wil-
liams with a weight of 
9.20-pounds; 10th Da-
vid Laymance and Paul 
Walls with a weight 
of 9.17-pounds; 11th 
Troy Thomas and Jay 
Eichler with a weight 
of 9.12-pounds; 12th 
Jeff Hood and Rob-
ert Chambers with a 
weight of 9.11-pounds; 
13th Steve Hodge and 
Cody Benson with a 
weight of 9.04-pounds; 
14th Brent Cantrell and 
Curt Culbertson with a 
weight of 8.93-pounds; 
15th Greg Proffit and 
Anthony Scoma with a 
weight of 8.82-pounds; 
and 16th Steve Trim-
ble and Joe Nauen-
garg with a weight of 
8.77-pounds.

 During the weigh-in 
and check presenta-
tions all the anglers 
were treated to an eve-
ning meal. They had a 
choice of chopped beef 
or pulled pork sand-
wich, chips, and sweet 
tea or a cold drink 
served by D & S Bar- 
B-Que. It was a great 
event and Sartin Ma-
rine is to be commend-
ed. Special thanks to all 
the Anglers and Spon-
sors as well, it was 

great to see everyone 
back on the water do-
ing what we all love; 
BulletBoats,Falcon 
Boats, Xpress Boats, 
The Minnow Bucket 
Marina, Mike & Peg-
gy McWhorter with 
ClownCo, Joshua Ed-
wards with Steve’s 
Custom Props, Slade 
Dougharty with Lake 
Fork Electronics Train-
ing, and Mark and Di-
ane Howard, J C Out-
doors Bass Trails.

* Diner

* Motel

* RV

* Gear
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8414 W FM 515
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-3232
AUTHORIZED DEALER

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether it be a bent shaft, an elec-
trical problem in your motor, water in the lower unit, a cable issue, or you just need a part, 
our experienced tech will have you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized Mo-
torGuide Service Center. We also do repairs on Minnkota and all other makes and models 
of trolling motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models of trolling motors.

CERTIFIED DEALER FOR THE ALL NEW LOWRANCE GHOST TROLLING MOTOR
SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
We are an authorized Lowrance Electronics service center. We also sell Low-
rance Electronics products, such as Fishfinders, transducers, and accessories.
Advantage Program Available Lowrance products are protected by a one- or two-year lim-
ited warranty (depending on the product), and supported for an additional three years by 
the Lowrance 5-Year Advantage Program, which allows customers to upgrade to the latest 
technology, at a discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails or needs repair.

If you don't stand behind our Troops,
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STAND IN 

FRONT OF THEM!!

    (See TPWD Reminds...
        Continued on Page 12)

TPWD Reminds Boaters to ‘Clean, Drain and Dry’
  With the arrival of 
summertime tempera-
tures, Texans may be 
getting out on the wa-
ter. The Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment’s (TPWD) in-
land fisheries and law 
enforcement staff are 
urging boaters to do 
their part to fight back 
against aquatic inva-
sive species, such as 
giant salvinia and zebra 

mussels, threatening 
Texas lakes.
  “There’s no doubt 
that Texans love their 
lakes,” said John Find-
eisen, TPWD Brooke-
land Aquatic Habitat 
Enhancement team 
lead. “But we also need 
Texans to help protect 
their lakes, and the 
best way to do that is 
by properly cleaning, 
draining and drying 

boats and equipment 
every time they leave 
the water.”
  Giant salvinia, a 
highly invasive, free-
floating aquatic fern 
that can double in size 
in less than a week, is 
one of the major threats 
to aquatic ecosystems. 
The invasive plant pro-
duces thick mats mak-
ing fishing, boating, 
swimming and other 

water recreation nearly 
impossible.
  Giant salvinia is 
currently present on 
17 East Texas lakes 
and numerous rivers, 
creeks, and marshes 
between Houston and 
Beaumont.  While gi-
ant salvinia is currently 

not limiting angling 
or boating access in 
Texas public waters, 
there is still a chance 
of plants hitchhiking 
from one lake to anoth-
er on a boat, trailer, or 
other equipment. Boat-
ers need to remove all 
plants, mud and debris 

from boats, trailers, 
vehicles and gear and 
drain the water from 
all equipment and on-
board receptacles be-
fore leaving the lake to 
prevent giant salvinia 
and other invasive spe-
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TPWD Reminds Boaters to ‘Clean, Drain and Dry’ (Continued from Page 11)

cies from spreading.
  Zebra mussels join 
giant salvinia as a top 
concern for Texas. 
Currently, zebra mus-
sels are found in 30 
Texas lakes across five 
river basins as well as 
in river reaches down-
stream of infested 
lakes. These invaders 
can litter shorelines 
with sharp shells, im-
pact recreation, harm 
aquatic life, damage 
boats and clog water 
intakes.
  “Boaters can help 
keep zebra mussels and 
other invasive species 
from being moved and 
harming more lakes 
by taking a few min-
utes to properly clean, 
drain and dry boats 
and equipment before 
they leave the lake,” 
said Monica McGar-
rity, TPWD Senior 
Scientist for Aquatic 
Invasive Species Man-
agement. “Taking just 
a few minutes for these 
simple steps can make 
a huge difference in 
our efforts to protect 
and preserve Texas 
lakes for future genera-
tions.”

  If you have stored 
your boat on the wa-
ter at a lake with zebra 
mussels, it may also be 
infested. Before mov-
ing it to another lake, 
call TPWD at (512) 
389-4848 for guidance 
on decontamination. 
A status map of these 
lakes can be found at 
tpwd.texas.gov/zebra-
mussels.
  On top of the harm 
these organisms can 
cause to aquatic eco-
systems and the recre-
ational experience at 
lakes, the transport of 
aquatic invasive spe-
cies can result in legal 
trouble for boaters. 
Transporting prohib-
ited invasive species 
in Texas is illegal and 
punishable with a fine 
of up to $500 per vio-
lation. Boaters are also 
required to drain all 
water from their boat 
and onboard recep-
tacles, including bait 
buckets, before leaving 
or approaching a body 
of fresh water.
  For more informa-
tion on how to prop-
erly clean, drain and 
dry boats and equip-

ment, visit the TPWD 
YouTube channel for a 
short instructional vid-
eo. To learn more about 
giant salvinia, zebra 
mussels and other inva-
sive species in Texas, 
visit tpwd.texas.gov/
landwater/stop-inva-
sives/.
  TPWD and partners 
monitor for invasive 
species in Texas lakes, 
but anyone who finds 
them in lakes where 
they haven’t been 
found before or who 
spots them on boats, 
trailers or equipment 
that is being moved 
should help identify 
and prevent new intro-
ductions by reporting 
the sighting to TPWD 
at (512) 389-4848 or 
by emailing photos and 
location information 
to aquaticinvasives@
tpwd.texas.gov.
  The public is encour-
aged to check with the 
managing authority of 
the waterbody they in-

tend to visit for any lo-
cal ordinances in place. 
Also, boaters should 
continue to maintain 
a safe social distance 

while on the water in 
accordance with rec-
ommended public 
health guidelines. All 
boating laws are still 

in effect, including the 
requirement of having 
life jackets and wear-
ing the kill switch teth-
er while on the water.

  Texas is known for its oil,
but the state is also a lead-
ing wind energy producer 
with wind projects ge-
norating over 1,200 mega-
watts.
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Michael McFarland
Lake Fork Guide Service

Individual * Group * Corporate
* Instructional & Beginner Trips

All Fishermen Welcome! Ust the best rod 
& reels and tackle all provided and inclu-
sive with this ad. Specializing in teaching 
basics all the way through to the career 
pro level. High school team discounts!!!? 
Remember to take a kid fising or hunt-
ing. There is nothing more rewarding 
then the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

“Knowing What To Look For!”
By Michael McFarland

  Welcome to the world famous Lake Fork dur-
ing the month of June. June is a great month 
to find these big bass deep and offshore. As the 
cold fronts and weather systems  subside we 
will begin to have more summerlike weather 
patterns and the water temperatures will con-
tinue to warm trend into the mid to upper 80’s. 
Big bass will move out from the shallow back-
waters to the deeper offshore cooler places 
over the next few months. Deep trees, breaks, 
humps, roads and ledges can all be good but 
the very best scenario is to know how to find 

the deep fresh water mussel beds/ shell beds. 
Deep shell beds hold a high source of plank-
ton which is food for the shad, which is food 
for the bass. In addition to a great food source 
shell beds also offer the bass a nice cool bot-
tom area, kinda like your dog laying on the tile 
floor in the kitchen when its hot outside. First 
you will need to know how to find and mark 
the shell beds with your sonar. I tend to find 
most of the deep shell beds in about 12-22 feet 
of water. I have found them as deep as 54 feet 
but it seems the best ones average about 22-
28 feet. Second is to understand that timing is 
very much the key, when the bass are present-

they are there to eat 
and usually are not to 
picky. Football jigs, 
shakeyheads with big 
worms, Carolina rigs, 
swimbaits and large 
flutter spoons are my 
lures of choice. If you 
would like to learn 
more about the deep 
offshore shell beds, 
please consider book-
ing a trip. You can 
also find me on Face-
book or follow me on 
my U-tube page “The 

Lake Fork Guide.”
  Thank you for reading. I wish you all great 
fishing and may God bless.  

381 W. 
Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69) 

Emory, TX 
75440

   (903) 473-0061

Clean, spacious
rooms and suites.

Close to Lake Fork, 
Tawakoni and 
Canton First 

Monday Trade Day
Located at

TX-276 & US 69                                 

1026 E. 
Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69) 

Emory, TX 
75440

book.bestwestern.com

Premier rooms and 
amenities including:

Banquet Room,
Swimming Pool and

Hot Tub,
Business and Fitness

Center and Boat
Parking.

Located at
FM 515 and US 69                                   
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~ Since 1984 ~ ~ Since 1984 ~

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2020 Bullet, Falcon, Xpress, 
SeaArk, Veranda or a quality used boat!

Arbala

Sulphur Springs
N

E

S

W

H
W
Y

1
5
4

FM 1567 W.

# 290

Authorized Dealer Sales 
& Installation

CERTIFIED MECHANICS
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES 

& MODELS

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ask About Our Service Specials
903-383-7726  Toll Free

866-920-8331

AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES:  AUTHORIZED 
DEALER FOR:  LOWRANCE * HUMMINBIRD * MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA

290 FM 1567 WEST
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Tournament Has Been Suspended 
Because of the Pandemic COVID-19

To May 14,15, 16, 2021

May 14, 15, 16, 2021
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Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area

Motorcycles * ATV’s
UTV’s

Parts, Repair, Service
Pickup and Delivery

Available
3846 Hwy. 154 W
Yantis, TX 75497

For Sale: 2006 Mercury 225
Outboard Motor, 700 hours

Runs Great
Call Marty 817-408-5766

Toyota Bassmaster Texas Fest Moved to November
  The Toyota Bassmaster 
Texas Fest benefiting the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department has been re-
scheduled for Nov. 5-8 at 
Lake Fork in Quitman. 
The tournament was 
originally scheduled for 
June 5-9 but was moved 
back amid the ongoing 
public health situation 
that forced the postpone-
ment of the spring com-
petition.
  Lake Fork near Emory, 
Texas, is hosting the 
Bassmaster Elite Series 
tournament, where the 
top bass anglers in the 
world will be competing 
for a total prize purse of 

$1 million. This unique 
tournament showcases a 
“catch-weigh-immediate 
release” format that was 
designed to honor this 
lake’s special size lim-
its and reduce handling 
stress on large bass. 
TPWD will be on site 
at the Sabine River Au-
thority from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Nov. 7-8 to highlight 
family-friendly fishing, 
hunting and camping op-
portunities in the state.
  Proceeds from the tour-
nament, donated by Gulf 
States Toyota, will bene-
fit TPWD’s youth fishing 
and urban outreach pro-
grams. Programs benefit-

ing from this tournament 
include the Neighbor-
hood Fishin’ Program, 
which brings fishing to 
families at 18 commu-
nity park lakes in 10 ur-
ban areas, and the Texas 
Division of the Wildlife 
Forever State-Fish Art 
Contest, which seeks to 
interest youth in grades 
K-12 in fishing.
  The official news release 
from Bassmaster with 
details about the revised 
tournament schedule, 
visit their website: https://
www.bassmaster.com/
news/bass-announces-re-
vised-2020-tournament-
schedule
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Bassmasters of Lake Fork 
Open Tournament June 20th

By Don Hampton

  Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork will be 
hosting their 39th Semi Annual Bass Tournament 
on June 20th hosted out of Oak Ridge Marina. 
For all of you anglers that have been cooped up 
in the house, now is the time to get out and have 
some fun doing it. 
  Fishing hours for the tournament will be from 
6 am to 3:30 pm. All anglers have to be in line 
by 3:30 pm. It is a five fish limit, and an indi-
vidual tournament. More than one person can fish 
in a boat, but all have to be a paid entry. Bass in 
the tournament can touch 16” but not break the 
line. Bass over the slot must touch the 24” line. 
The Check-It-Stick will be the official measuring 
board. Bass under the slot must be at least 12” in 
length. Shorter than 12” cannot be brought to be 
weighed in.
  Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork pays 
back 80% of all entries. There is also a Big Bass 
Pot, optional to anglers. To get into the Big Bass 
Pot it is an optional $10 with 100% payback to 
the top three biggest bass. Entry fee for the tour-
nament is $45 with $10 Big Bass option. Texas 
Trails Bassmasters will be taking entries from 4 
pm to 9 pm on Friday, June 19th, and again on 
Saturday, June 20th from 5 am to 6 am. 
  If you cannot come and fish with us, everyone is 
welcome to come out, visit with us and even buy 
some raffle tickets for the many prizes to be given 
away thanks to our many sponsors.
  Texas Trails Bassmasters is a highly motivated 
progressive bass fishing club with ties to the Wish 
to Fish Foundation and weight masters for the 
Wood County Annual Kid Fish. If you are think-
ing of joining a bass club, you can’t go wrong 
with Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork. We 
are now accepting both boaters and non-boaters 
to our club.
  Dues to join the club are a mere $30 per year and 
if you join now your membership will be good 

through 2020. Cost for tournament is $25 with 
a $5 Big Bass Option.  There is also a progres-
sive side pot that is optional for $5 for the first 
7-pound or over bass.
  For more information or to obtain an entry form 
for the tournament see ad below. You can visit 
our website at www.texastrailsbassmasters.com 

or give Rodney Ellis, President a call at 903-714-
6473 or Don Hampton, Vice President, Tourna-
ment Director a call at 903-360-6994.
  Fishing is going to be great! Come out and fish 
with us! Who knows you may catch that bass of 
a lifetime and finish in the tournament a big win-
ner!  
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2020 Skeeter FX21APEX

2020 Skeeter FX21LE

We l c o m e  V i s i t o r s 
&  A n g l e r s

 To  L a k e  F o r k  A n d 
T h e  A r e a

Texas State Parks to Allow
Limited Overnight Camping
  As part of a broader 
effort to reopen Texas, 
Texas State Parks re-
sumed limited over-
night camping begin-
ning May 18. This 
gradual reopening of 
overnight reservations 
will be limited at all 
Texas State Parks to 
varying degrees de-
pending on individual 
park occupancy in or-
der to align with safe 
business practices 
currently followed in 
Texas. Some existing 
reservations will be 
honored, but to prevent 
overcrowding, man-
age continued social 
distancing and safe-
guard public health, 
no new reservations 

can be made for now. 
The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) will notify the 
public once new reser-
vations can be booked.
 “After careful con-
sideration, we are tak-
ing this additional step 
towards returning to 
normal operations in 
our parks by resum-
ing some overnight 
camping at Texas State 
Parks,” said Carter 
Smith, Executive Di-
rector of TPWD. “As 
overnight campers are 
welcomed back to their 
favorite natural spaces, 
our team will continue 
maintaining the clean-
liness of frequently 
used facilities such as 

campsites, cabins and 
restrooms to ensure that 
visitors, volunteers and 
staff can continue to en-
joy Texas State Parks 
safely.”
  TPWD recommends 
visitors continue to ad-
here to local, state and 
federal travel restric-
tions and other guid-
ance for safety and so-
cial distancing before 
traveling. Additionally, 
all visitors are required 
to pre-purchase and 
print day-use and over-
night camping permits 
through the Texas State 
Parks Reservation Sys-
tem before traveling to 
a park. All reservations 
can be made online at 
    (See Texas State Parks...
        Continued on Page 21)
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”
By Larry Marler President
Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association

  Half the year is upon us. Tournaments have 
been cancelled up to this time but we hope 
they can begin soon. The rules for opening 
continue to change as we are starting to see 
businesses opening.   Our association has the 
release boat ready to go once tournaments 
start again. Our member, Bruce Allen, sched-
ules the release boat for the tournaments and 
is staying on top of the calendar of events. 
Make sure to support your local merchants as 
they open but stay safe in doing so.  Be re-
sponsible citizens, along with the precautions 
of social distancing put the added barrier of 
mask wearing to protect yourself and the peo-
ple around you.
  One of our projects we continue to work on is 
our High School Tackle Program. In May our 
association received about 40 rods and reels 
along with lures and tackle boxes. We are re-
storing them for the high school fishing teams 
and will continue to receive more throughout 
the summer. If you have any poles, reels or 
equipment you would like to donate, please 
call Larry Marler 336-413-3053 or Mike Kos-
tial at 760-458-7885. We have fishing teams 

at our local high schools that need equipment 
for students wanting to fish but cannot afford 
the needed equipment.
  Another project we are going to have in June 
is to plant the bulrush which has been grow-
ing at Yantis High School.  We have approxi-
mately 40 plants that need to be planted. We 
have tentative dates of mid-June to do this 
project. We will be planting in 2 to 3 feet of 
water. Jake Norman from Texas Parks and 
Wildlife and his staff of biologists want to 
use this planting as an experiment and moni-
tor their growth closely. He believes water 
temperature should be in the 70’s at time of 
planting. We will also be planting approxi-
mately 12 minnow factories to support our 
Life Cycle Support Strategy.
  Our association will also plan on growing 
bulrush and Water Willow for future plant-
ing. Texas Parks and Wildlife also has an eel 
grass project going and plans to put this in as 
another experiment. If it works out we could 
add eel grass to our future projects.
  I want to thank Carol West who is working 
close with Texas Parks and Wildlife on our 
Aquaponics programs.
  Stay safe and watch for tournament an-
nouncements opening up soon.

TACKLE DONATIONS NEEDED
Rods, reels, tackle, and fishing-related equip-
ment are needed to support the High School 
Fishing Tackle Program sponsored by Lake 
Fork Sportsman’s Association. LFSA re-
quests donations of new and used fishing 
articles that will be cleaned, assembled, and 
refurbished. Items will be further donated to 
area high school fishing teams.  
Call Larry Marler, 336-413-3053, or Mike 
Kostial, 760-458-7885, for more information 
or to arrange a donation.
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Bill Lewis with 
David Ozio

Patrick Smith with 
David Ozio

Mark Spaeth with 
David Ozio

Clancy Sneed with 
David Ozio

may be set up in one spot today and a hundred yards 
away tomorrow. Water temps, current from waves and 
sun angle all come into play when dealing with these 
wary creatures. Try not to over complicate it, fish what 
you see and let the results be your guide.
  The shallow bite is also an option and don’t rule out top 
water and frog action especially around flooded willow 
trees and grass beds. Low light is key for success in this 
arena. Once the sun makes it’s way up, shift gears and 
pitch a creature bait as far back in those willow trees as 
possible. A 3/8 ounce weight will do the trick and use at 

least 20lb line. Your favorite colors will work fine, just 
keep it simple. The most important factor in this process 
will be the accuracy of the pitch. Pick the bush apart 
until you key on where the bass are positioned. Once 
that is established, follow that pattern across the lake. It 
will pay off in spades. If simple action is what you seek 
especially if kids are involved, I would chase the sand 
bass. You can use a 1/2 ounce Hopkins spoon or a 1/2 
ounce jig head with a fluke jr. attached. This is wicked 
fun on light line. We can spend a day on the water if you 
like and I can teach you the ropes how to catch a ton of 
these entertainment fish.
  If you are headed out to Lake Fork in June search-
ing for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be a 
part of this trophy quest. I also have gift certificates 
available if you have friends or loved one’s who have 
dream’t of landing a huge bass. You can contact me at 
409 782-4269 or e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You 
can follow me on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/davidoziolakeforkguide and view my blof at Da-
vidOzioLakeForkGuide. I post my daily trip results on 
this page. I would also like to thank Okuma Fishing and 
Talon Custom Lures for making my job the blast that 
it is. I hope to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 
10:13. “Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.” 

903-473-8784 • 306 PR 7332 • Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy. 515 to Rains CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles

Cabins • Sleeps 3
Aminities Include Direct TV

Microwave • Coffee Pot 
• Mini-fridge

Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~ Sleeps 6
RV Sites • Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups
Annual • Monthly • Weekly • Overnight

Covered Pavilion • Restrooms
Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station

               Boat Ramp
                               Playground For The   

           Children

“The Summer Pattern Is Here!” (Continued from Page 6)
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Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Wish To Fish Foundation
 903-360-6994    www.wishtofishfoundation.com

Texas State Parks (Continued from Page 18)

www.texasstateparks.
org or by calling 512-
389-8900.
  Existing social dis-
tancing standards and 
public health recom-
mendations remain in 
effect including the 
recommendation to 
wear face coverings 
and bring one’s own 
supply of hand sanitiz-
er. State parks will also 
continue the require-
ment of a six-foot dis-
tance from individuals 
outside of their party, 
including the prohibi-
tion of the gathering of 
groups larger than five 
that are not part of the 
same family or house-
hold.
  Visitors planning 
on coming to a state 
park are encouraged 
to bring all necessary 
provisions, such as 
hand sanitizer and face 
masks, with them in or-
der to help local busi-
nesses have enough 
goods to properly serve 
their communities dur-
ing this time. This will 
also help park staff 
have necessary sup-
plies available for all 
guests during their stay.
  Texas State Parks will 
continue to operate at a 
limited capacity. Oper-
ational changes still in 
effect at parks include 
the suspension of all 
transactions at parks, 
equipment rentals and 
in-person interpretive 
programs. All group-

use facilities, visitor 
and nature centers, 
headquarters and other 
enclosed spaces where 
people congregate will 
also remain closed.
  The continuation of 
overnight reservations 
and other facets of park 
operations will be sub-

ject to change and is 
dependent on current 
data, staffing levels and 
public health recom-
mendations. Park visi-
tors should check the 
TPWD website and 
Texas State Parks Alert 
Map regularly for the 
latest information.
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Game Warden Field Notes

(Continued on Page 24)

  The following items 
are compiled from re-
cent Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
law enforcement re-
ports.
--This is Hawkward- 
A Hardin County 
game warden was at 
the Beaumont Dis-
trict Office when he 
received a call from 
the manager of the lo-
cal Office Depot store. 
The manager said they 
had a small hawk fly-
ing around inside the 
store and couldn’t get 
it to leave, even though 
they had the front and 
back roll-up doors 
open. The warden re-
cruited a licensed fal-
coner who was expe-
rienced in handling 

and trapping birds of 
prey to help him catch 
the hawk. After the fal-
coner arrived on scene 
with a hawk trap and 
some live bait, they 
soon discovered that 
although the bird re-
sembled a hawk, it was 
in fact a large nightjar 
or “nighthawk,” which 
feeds on insects, ren-
dering the trap idea 
useless.  Undeterred, 
the warden and his 
falconer friend re-
sorted to the old game 
warden standby — a 
ladder and a net.  Af-
ter what resembled a 
scene from America’s 
Funniest Home Vid-
eos, they were able to 
finally corral the bird 
in a back hallway and 

catch it in the dip net.  
It was released outside, 
where it flew off un-
harmed. The manager 
of the Office Depot 
store was very grateful 
that the bird was re-
moved and would not 
be setting off the alarm 
system after closing.
--Bad Idea, This is-- 
A Hays County game 
warden received an 
image from a cellphone 
game camera showing 
a man and woman tres-
passing and digging an 
archeological Native 
American burial site. 
The warden went to 
the property and found 
the couple in a large 
hole previously dug 
by trespassers. Before 

NOW OPEN
“We’ve Missed You!”
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‘Spare’ Some Time for Festive Summer Cookouts

WRAP UP COOKING – with time to spare! 
Festive Barbecued Spareribs are great for 
summertime picnics or backyard barbecues. – 
perfect for your “Father’s Day Celebration”!   

By Sue Hampton

  Summer cookouts are not complete without 
a serving of deliciously seasoned spareribs. 
Whether served as a saucy appetizer, a quick 
snack or a lunch on the go, spareribs are a tasty 
finger food that everyone will enjoy.
  Add flavor to your summer cookouts. For a 
festive look with fast cleanup, create sparerib 
“packages” as described in this quick and easy 
recipe. 
BARBECUED SPARERIBS

(Serves 8)
2 slabs pork spareribs (about 3 pounds each), 
rinsed and patted dry

Dry Rub
4 teaspoons each black pepper, salt and chili 
powder
1 teaspoon sugar

Sauce
1 tablespoon vegetable oil
1 medium onion, coarsely chopped
3 cloves garlic
2 teaspoons ground ginger
1 cup each ketchup and water
½ cup cider vinegar
½ lemon, juiced and peel grated
4 teaspoons sugar
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon cayenne pepper

Special aids
Different color bandannas
Paper plates

  In a small bowl, mix the dry rub ingredients. 
Sprinkle one slab of ribs with a quarter of the 
rub, working it in with your fingers. Turn slab 
over and repeat. Work remaining rub into second 
slab. Cover and refrigerate at least one hour or 

overnight. 
  Preheat oven to 375 F. Place the ribs, fat side up, 
on a rack in a large, shallow roasting pan. Cover 
the pan with foil. Cook for one hour, then turn 
ribs over with tongs and cook for an additional 30 
to 40 minutes or until the meat between the ribs is 
tender when cut with a sharp knife. 
  To make the sauce, heat the oil in a saucepan 
over medium heat. Add the onion, garlic and gin-
ger. Cook, stirring occasionally, for five minutes. 
Stir in remaining ingredients. Simmer, partially 
covered for 25 minutes or longer.
  Brush the cooked ribs liberally with some of the 
sauce. Return to the oven and cook, uncovered, 
for 10 minutes or until glazed and browned, turn-
ing ribs once with tongs. 
  Cut the ribs with a sharp knife into separate por-
tions. Place three ribs on each paper plate, fold 
plate around ribs and tie with a folded bandanna. 
Arrange on serving platter and pass with remain-
ing sauce.
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Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 22)  

                       (Continued on Next Page)

the warden could say anything, the man stood 
up immediately and said he wasn’t digging for 
arrowheads and hates diggers. The couple were 
husband and wife out on a date. They were both 
detained in handcuffs and separated at the front 
and back of the warden’s vehicle. The man admit-
ted that he had a glass pipe in his pocket that he 
uses to smoke CBD oils. After a quick examina-
tion, the Baby Yoda glass pipe revealed small, 
clear and white crystals that looked like crystal 
meth.  The warden placed the pipe on the hood 
and went to the back of the vehicle to speak with 
the woman. She said she didn’t know the prop-
erty was private, despite walking past multiple 
no-trespassing signs. The warden then walked 
back to the front of the vehicle and noticed the 
pipe was no longer on the hood. The man said he 
didn’t know where the pipe went. Several feet in 
front of the vehicle, the pipe was found broken 
in half in the middle of a fresh footprint. Upon 
further examination of the hole where the couple 
was found, the warden found a small hand saw 
and freshly disturbed dirt. The woman’s purse 
contained several gray rubber gardening gloves, 
each containing four Native American artifacts. 
The San Marcos Police Department took the cou-
ple to the Hays County Jail. While en route to jail, 
the man said he believed he had the coronavirus. 
He leaned forward against the partition and ag-

gressively coughed toward the officers. Both sub-
jects were charged with criminal trespass and 
Antiquities Code violations. The husband was 
also charged with possession of a controlled sub-
stance, tampering with evidence and harassment 
of a public servant. Cases pending.
--Fool Me Once--A Hays County game warden 
was contacted by a Hays County sheriff ’s detec-
tive about trespassers digging for Native Ameri-
can artifacts on a private property in Buda. The 
landowner installed several game cameras hid-
den in trees to monitor the dig sites and caught 
a man, on two separate occasions, digging for ar-
tifacts during March and April 2019. The images 
were of high quality and showed the man’s face 
and unique tattoos on his arms. In March 2020, 
the warden assisted a special agent with the Bu-
reau of Land Management with a federal case in-
volving the removal and sale of Native American 
corpses/bones and sacred burial beads from an 
archeological burial site. The warden shared game 
camera images of the Buda property trespasser 
with the agent, and the agent recognized the man 
as an associate of the suspect he was actively in-
vestigating. The agent provided the name, and 
the trespasser was identified. The warden and the 
agent interviewed the trespasser and confirmed 
his identity through his unique tattoos. The tres-
passer handed over 18 Native American artifacts 

that were taken from the Buda property. Arrest 
warrants were obtained for Antiquities Code vio-
lations and criminal trespass. The subject turned 
himself in. Cases pending.
--The Scope of the Problem-- A Freestone 
County game warden was contacted by a land-
owner who said he allowed a man to hunt feral 
hogs on his property but had killed a deer in ad-
dition to the hog. The landowner explained that 
while driving his property, he found a fresh hog 
carcass, along with a fresh white-tailed doe. The 
landowner asked the hunter what happened and 
was told that he “accidentally shot the doe when 
he was shooting at a hog.” The warden contacted 
the man, who admitted to shooting the doe, say-
ing his “scope was off.” Charges include hunting a 
white-tailed deer in closed season, failing to take 
hunter education and hunting without a license.
--Look Out Below--A Freestone County game 
warden arrested a suspect in an ongoing inves-
tigation that began in February relating to hog 
hunting from a helicopter. A husband and wife 
were working cattle on their property when a he-
licopter began to hover over their property and 
shoot feral hogs. The husband waved his arms at 
the helicopter and it flew off. After the investiga-
tion, it was clear that the helicopter owner did 
not have a landowner authorization permit for 
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the property in question. Charges were filed for 
using an aircraft to manage wildlife without hav-
ing a landowner authorization permit.
--Fishing for Trouble-- A Williamson County 
game warden was contacted by a retired law en-
forcement officer who was fishing the Dickerson 
River Bottom of the San Gabriel River in Circlev-
ille when he saw a man using a cast net and catch-
ing white bass. The retired officer said there was 
a group of six men, and one was using the cast 
net. When the warden arrived on scene, he saw 
the man catching white bass with a cast net, then 
give it to another fisherman to manually hook 
the fish in the mouth onto a stringer. The warden 
contacted the men and found that none of them 
had a fishing license. The man using the cast net 
caught 20 of the 25 fish on the stringer, two being 
undersized. Citations and civil restitution were 
filed, and the fish were donated to a needy family.
--No Sale-- A game warden was contacted about 
an Operation Game Thief incident in progress 
regarding an individual in Killeen selling crap-
pie and catfish on a social media website. The 
warden located the post and found the seller’s 
address. After arriving at the seller’s location, the 
individuals admitted to the warden that they had 
been trying to sell the crappie and catfish they 
caught at Stillhouse Hollow Lake on social me-

dia for the last two days, but no one purchased 
them. The warden issued a citation for the sale 
of protected game fish and seized seven blue cat-
fish, one yellow catfish and a bag of crappie meat. 
Case pending.
--Fishy Business-- A Harris County game war-
den was notified through a Facebook post of 
an individual selling crawfish and oysters from 
a truck. Contact was made with the seller at the 
location posted online, and when the warden ar-
rived, a transaction was occurring. When asked 
whether the seller had current licenses, he said 
that he did and went toward his vehicle. After a 
few moments the warden realized the individual 
was taking too long to retrieve his paperwork 
and shortly thereafter the individual admitted to 
not possessing a commercial license. When the 
warden asked about the invoices for the prod-
uct, the seller was only able to produce a receipt 
from the crawfish and was unable to produce any 
documentation for the two boxes of crab or the 
11 sacks of oysters. The seller was issued the ap-
propriate citations.
--Spring Breaking the Law-- A group of spring 
breakers celebrating their time off at a house in 
Concan decided to begin spring turkey season a 
little early. One March morning, a Uvalde Coun-
ty game warden was contacted by an individual 

who had seen several boys use turkey calls to call 
up a gobbler. One of the boys killed the turkey 
and retrieved it from the brush. The warden, 
along with a Real County game warden, arrived 
at the house and contacted the boys. When asked 
about the turkey, the guilty party readily coop-
erated, admitted what he had done and showed 
wardens where he had hidden the bird.
--You Can’t See Me-A Karnes County game war-
den was on patrol when he noticed a deputy’s pa-
trol vehicle on the side of the road near the San 
Antonio River Bridge. The deputy approached 
the warden and told him that there was a truck 
that had been there for a short while without 
any occupants. The warden looked in the bed of 
the truck and found a fishing pole. The deputy 
and warden looked under the bridge and found 
two individuals fishing. They watched for a short 
time to make sure the individuals were both fish-
ing before announcing their presence.  When the 
warden called out to the fishermen, the two indi-
viduals squatted down. The warden watched with 
his binoculars, and both men still didn’t move.  
The warden called out to them again and told 
them to stand up. The two men then stood up 
and came to talk with him.  Neither of them had 
a fishing license and both were issued citations.
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FOR SALE: 2006 
Mercury 225 HP. 
Runs Great, 700 hrs. 
$4,500. Call Marty 
817-408-5766.
GOLF CARTS FOR 
SALE: Several avail-
able ~ Carts To Go ~ 
214-673-1313.
HOUSE OR PET 
SITTER: Don’t put 
that vacation or trip on 
hold because you have 
no one to stay with 
your pets or no one to 
watch your home. You 
can depend on Me!! 
Excellent references 
upon request. Call 
903-216-9901.
FOR UNDER $150 
PER MONTH BUYS 
LAND for RV, Mobile 
Home or House; Pool; 
Pier; Ramp; Gated En-
try. 903-878-7265. 
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No Tournaments 
on 

Schedule

Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529
Replicas ~ $13 per inch

Ducks ~ $260
www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com

Lake Fork Tournament 
Schedule June thru Aug.

2020

July

August

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

Tiffany’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina

June
June 13-14 ~ Fish On Open

Axton’s Bass City
Juue 20 ~ Texas Trails Open

Oak Ridge Marina
June 20 ~ Media Teams

Minnow Bucket
June 27  ~ JC Outdoors Teams

Minnow Bucket

July 4 ~ Fish For Life Veteran Benefit
Lake Fork Marina

July 5 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

July 18 ~ Media Teams
Minnow Bucket 

July 19 ~  Mega Bass
Lake Fork Marina

PowerWash & Lawn Care
Roof Restoration

Fifth Wheels • Travel Trailers 
Lake Lots • Etc.

Lake Fork, Texas (area)
Tony Stout

903-782-5694
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