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Tim Wilcoxson from Rockwall, TX won 1st Place Heaviest Over 24” in
the 26th Annual Skeeter Owners Tournament held on Lake Fork June
8th and 9th. He topped over 2,200 other anglers with his 9.65-pound
bass. For his efforts he took home $700 hourly pay and a 2019 Skeeter
FX20 powered by a 250 Yamaha SHO.

Free

No. 239

Sue Gibson from Aquilla, TX won in the 26th Annual Skeeter Owners
Tournament for the Heaviest Bass Under the 16” slot with this bass
weighing 2.78-pounds. Out fishing the men she won $600 in hourly pay
and a 2019 Yamaha Wolverine 4x4. Sue also won 3rd Place in the Ladies
Division. (See Full Story on Page 4)

Over 225 of our local youth came out with their guardians and parents “When Cowboys were Champions!” EX-Dallas Cowboys Lincoln Coleto participate in the 2019 Annual Kidfish on Lake Fork that is held each man (lt) and Kenny ‘The Shark’ Gant (rt) assisted Sheriff Tom Castloo
year on the 1st Saturday of June. (See Story on Page 11)
and Judge Janae Holland at the Annual Kidfish on Lake Fork.
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork
Located on 515

Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17
Website: www.scenic515cabins.com
Email: scenic515@peoplescom.net

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas #1 Bass Fishing Lake

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees * Covered Boat Parking
* Clean Cabins * Full Baths * Direct TV * Small Refrigerator * Microwave
* Coffee Pot * Two Double Beds * Guide Services Available

15 Cabins * Bunkhouse
Blue Bird Lodge
Blue Bird House
“Great Rates”
Make Your Reservations
Today!!!
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“Bubba’s Staying Cool and Has It Made In The Shade”
By Don Hampton

Maybe it’s the heat bearing down on Bubba’s head
from being in the sun too much or a phase in life
he is going through but he has really impressed me
with some of his ingenious ideas lately. Whichever
the case, Bubba has taken “Stuff ” to a new level.
June must have been Bubba’s inventive month because he has come up with some ideas for fishing
that would put Thomas Edison to shame.
It all started when Bubbette told him it was too
hot to be fishing all day. Bubba doesn’t like to hear
anything that might slow up his fishing, especially
coming from Bubbette. It was then that he applied
himself to his drawing board and put his, “Nothin’s
gonna stop me from fishin’ inventiveness,” into motion.
These ideas weren’t Bubba originals. I’m sure if he
tried to market them there would be some patents
brought to his attention, but for personal use and
homemade, he did real good.
The first thing Bubba did was get some PVC pipe
and T’s. With these he made an umbrella holder
that would fit on his bass seat. This put storebought ones, as he calls it, to shame. He had accomplished mobile shade so now what was he to do
about the breeze. This problem he solved with the
help of “Wally World”. (That’s Bubbette’s name for
Walmart.)
Bubba bought one of those EverStart Maxx re-

chargeable jump starters. This is the type that is a
rechargeable DC 12-volt power supply. At first I
had no idea how this would keep him cool until he
pulled the other item out of his sack of goodies. Low
and behold, Bubba had a 12 volt oscillating fan that
plugs into a cigarette lighter outlet, with a clip that
attaches to the umbrella. He informed Bubbette real
quick that he now had his own portable shade and
breeze and he was going fishing.
Bubba’s power pack has two outlets. I can’t imagine what he’ll think of next to plug into the other
outlet!!??
Bubba was now on a roll with his homemade creativity. He had seen one of his favorite pros on television using an ultimate drop-shot technique called
a “Boomerang”. His first thought was, “I can make
one of those!” So, it was back to “Wally World” for
some elastic, swivels, and snaps. It wasn’t long before Bubba had every ball point pen in the house
torn apart so he could use the case for his homemade version of the product. Sure enough Bubba’s
version worked great! So, whenever he is around,
keep a close eye on your pens or they will wind up
at the bottom of the lake tied to the end of his line.
His inventiveness did not stop here. Whenever
Bubba is on the lake he doesn’t like to stop and tie
on new baits. That takes away from his fishing time.
For his spinnerbaits he has solved this problem. On
his favorites he has taken off the swivel connecting
the blades and replaced it with a snap swivel. This
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way he carries extra blades in his pocket and if one
doesn’t work, he unsnaps it, replaces it with another
in seconds and it is like using a different spinnerbait. To his way of thinking it changes one spinnerbait into as many blades as you have in your pocket.
If you have five different types of blades in your
pocket, you have six different spinnerbaits without
having to tie and re-tie. To Bubba this also means he
has a lot more stuff! Makes sense to me!
Where Bubba comes up with some of his ideas,
your guess is as good as mine! He even has a determent for getting sweat in his eyes when he is fishing.
He did say, “I got this idea from an ‘ole timer’.” (I
wonder what he thinks he is?) To keep sweat from
getting in his eyes while fishing, Bubba always has
on hand, a clear unscented stick of antiperspirant.
He will dab it across his forehead and this keeps his
forehead from sweating. This keeps the sweat from
rolling down into his eyes. Just another thing Bubba
doesn’t have to worry about while fishing. He also
said on this matter, “it ain’t no good feelin’ when
you wipe the sweat from your eyes and you have
sunscreen on your hands. That stuff stings like heck
and you have to fish one-eyed!” Sounds strange but
this is another piece of “Bubba wisdom” that sure
enough works.
One thing is for sure with Bubba, if Bubbette lays
down the law and won’t let him buy any new stuff,
he’ll just make his old stuff into new stuff!!

b
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26th Annual Skeeter Owners Tournament
By Don Hampton
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Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

“Happy 4th of July”

“Let Freedom Ring”

Celebration July 5th & 6th 11am to 7pm
Hot Dogs & Cold Drinks
Free For Any Child Under 13 That Can Recite
Our Pledge of Allegiance

“HOT TO GO!”
BREAKFAST ITEMS IN STORE
Burritos,
Sausage, Egg, Cheese Biscuits
Breakfast Sandwiches
and More!!
“We Got It To Go!!!”
Welcome High School Tournament
Anglers to Lake Fork!!!

See The New Duckett Rods
In Stock Now
New Pro-Driven & Terix
Also New In Stock Now
Abu Garcia
Revo ALX Reels

The Skeeters were definitely buzzin’ on Lake
Fork at the 26th Annual
Skeeter Owners Tournament held on June 7th
and 8th at Lake Fork
Marina. The festivities
and sign-up began on
June 5th and 6th with
anglers pouring into the
area from all parts of the

United States.
Skeeter Corporation
has put this tournament
on for 26 years to show
their appreciation of anglers choosing a Skeeter
boat. It is obvious the
anglers truly appreciate
it with over 2,200 entries
coming to Lake Fork to
compete. With ten places
being paid each hour and
a chance to win a 2019

Skeeter FX 20 powered
by a 250 Yamaha SHO
the competition was on.
Weigh-ins during the
tournament were the excitement of the tournament and the first one
on Saturday set the excitement for what was
to come. During the first
hour there were three bass
over the slot weighed
in. Tim Wilcoxson
(Continued on Next Page)

July
from Rockwall, Texas
weighed in a 9.65-pound
bass, Jared Miller from
Norman, Oklahoma with
a 9.14-pound bass and
Gunner Durrett from
Simsboro,
Louisiana
with a 9.06-pound bass.
This hour it took a 2.25pound bass to get in the
money.
The excitement didn’t
stop in the 9 o’clock hour
with seven bass over the
slot coming to the scales.
John Steele from Whitehouse, Texas weighed
in a 9.29-pound bass,
Charles Farley from Dequeen, Arkansas weighed
in an 8.82-pound, Ray
Cates from Texarkana,
Arkansas an 8.32-pound,
Kenneth
Chapman
from Odessa, Texas a
7.24-pound,
George
Harris from Beckville,
Texas a 7.15-pound, Virginia Essermann from
Townsend, Wisconsin

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”
a 7.01-pound, and Rick
Allford from McKinney, Texas a 6.49-pound
bass. This hour it took a
2.27-pound bass to get in
the money.
During the 10 o’clock
hour there were two bass
over the slot weighed in.
Buddy Warren from
Lafayette,
Louisiana
weighed in a 7.88-pound
bass and Michael Hopkins from Chandler,
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Texas weighed in a
6.95-pound bass. This
hour it took a bass weighing 2.33-pounds to get in
the money.
In the 11 o’clock hour
there were three over
the slots that came
to the scales. Shane
Smith from Texarkana,
Texas weighed in an
8.60-pound bass, Steve
Stewart from Kaufman,
(See 26th Annual....
Continued on Page 7)

3362 N. FM 17 Alba, TX.,

Owners Dru & Deb Davis
“Home of the Jumbo Pork Tenderloin!”
Tuesday thru Saturday
6 a.m. ~ 2:30 p.m.
Serving Full Breakfast Menu
6 a.m. till 10:30 a.m.
Daily Lunch Specials
Homemade Pies & Desserts

Family Owned & Operated*Call In Orders Welcome

HIDEAWAY HARBOR

LAKE FORK
845 CR 1987
YANTIS, TX.
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today *Wi-Fi * Dish Network
* Certified Scales * Bait & Tackle Shop * Live Bait
* Fishing Pier * Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge, Grocery
Annual RV Leases Available * 3 Boat Ramps
Boat Storage * Camping
Email: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website
www.hideawayharbor.com

1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-2503
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“Rains Have Lake Fork in Awesome Shape!”

lake but the recent lack of rain has allowed the lake to
settle down and clear up. This years rising water in the
spring has produced a great spawn and the future for
Fork couldn’t be brighter. There are tons of small bass
rambling the lake and these will grow to the next generations ShareLunker. July is a great month to target
all sizes of bass using top water, crankbaits and drop
shots. It’s all about locating the fish and then it’s game
on. Electronics play a huge roll in finding these huge
schools of bass and the more time you spend graphing the key locations, the greater the chance to have a
There has been a more than fair amount of rain monumental day. Main lake points, ridges, road beds
this year and the lake is in awesome shape. March and pond dams should be your locations of focus
and April rains muddied the water across the entire and pay close attention to the 18-24ft range. Even if
you only see a group of ten fish at a given depth, pitch
out a marker buoy and spend fifteen minutes to see if
you can get the bass to commit. If nothing rattles your
cage, move on to the next location. Let’s say you see
a ton of good arc’s at the next spot. My first choice is
the drop shot rigged with a Talon Carolina Worm or
a Roboworm. Use any color you want as long as it is
red. Drop straight down to them and barely jiggle the
rod tip. Active fish will load the rod and you may think
your hung up. Set the hook and figure out the rest later.
If the drop shot is not your game, throw a Carolina rig
or a football jig to the area where you first spotted the

July

“If memory serves me correctly, Lake Fork is running a carbon copy pattern of June of last year with regard to weather and surface water temps. We are way
behind schedule this season with surface temps barely
in the 80’s. As of this writing, the super big green fish
haven’t yet made their way to their summer haunts.
We are currently catching plenty of four to six pounders but the true giants are simply hiding. My guess is
when the surface temps hit 85 degrees, it’s game on
across the pond.

bass. A 3/4 ounce stand up head is also a great choice.
On the C-rig, you might try a fluke, brush hog or a
Zoom magnum trick worm. Under bright sun, I will
use redbug or plum colors and when it’s cloudy, any
version of green pumpkin will suffice. As for the jig,
PB&J, Mexican Heather or black/brown/amber will
do the trick. Match a craw trailer to the jig and your
in business. For the stand up head, any big straight tail
worm will suffice.
The topwater bite is good early and late on main lake
points and a Zara Spook is the ticket. Yellow Magic’s
will catch their share of fish but the spook bags the big

Hours
10 AM till
9 PM
Monday thru
Saturday
Closed
Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

“When You Build Up A
Thirst From Setting The
Hook, Come In And Give
Our Large
Selection A Look!!”
We Have All Of
Your Favorite
Beverages Here!

Answers on Page 21

(See Rains Have Lake.....
Continued on Page 20)
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26th Annual Skeeter Owners Tournament (Continued from Page 5)
Texas an 8.04-pound, and Richard Page from Ft.
Worth, Texas a 5.90-pound. This hour it took a bass
weighing 2.36-pounds to get in the money.
In the 12 o’clock hour there was only one over the
slot weighed in. Travis Wilson from Rowlett, Texas
weighed in a 7.57-pound bass. This hour it took a bass
weighing 2.28-pounds to get in the money.
Excitement picked up in the 1 o’clock hour with
three bass over the slot coming to the scales. Daniel
Black from West Monroe, Louisiana weighed in an
8.35-pound bass, Richard Murphy from Prescott, Arkansas weighed in an 8.22-pound, and Rena’ Killebrew from Midlothian, Texas with a 7.88-pound. This
hour it took a bass weighing 2.29-pounds to get in the
money.
In the 2 o’clock hour there were two bass over the
slot weighed in. Colin Killen from Missouri City,
Texas weighed in an 8.62-pound bass and John Joyner

from Overton, Texas weighed in a 7.90-pound bass.
This hour it took a bass weighing 2.42-pounds to get
in the money.
In the 3 o’clock hour there was one bass over the
slot weighed in. Randall Kirkes form Killeen, Texas
weighed in an 8.97-pound bass. This hour it took a
bass weighing 2.39-pounds to get in the money.
Ending the first day of the tournament there were
22 bass over the slot brought to the weigh-in and the
lightest to get in the pay was a 2.29-pound.
On the second day of the tournament anglers knew
they had to gear up and fish fast with this day only going to the 12 o’clock hour.
It began with three bass over the 24” slot coming to the
scales. Timothy Bookman from Canton, Texas with
an 8.06-pound bass, Wayne Orender from Pflugerville, Texas with a 7.45-pound, and Rodney Toralba
from Alexandria, Louisiana with a 7.05-pound bass.
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This hour it took a bass weighing 2.35-pounds to get
in the money.
In the 9 o’clock hour one bass over the slot came
to the scales. Scott Cooke from Jacksonville, Texas
weighed in a 7.71-pound bass. This hour it took a bass
weighing 2.38-pounds to get in the money.
In the 10 o’clock hour no over the slots came to the
scales. Winning the hour for first was a bass weighing 2.71-pounds and then it took a bass weighing
2.29-pounds to get in the money.
During the 11 o’clock hour there were two bass over
the slot weighed in. Dwight Crigger from Emory, Texas weighed in an 8.58-pound bass and Steve Stewart
from Kaufman, Texas weighed in a 7.58-pound bass.
This hour it took a bass weighing 2.20-pounds to get
in the money.
(See 26th Annual.....Continued on Page 9)
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“The Moon Report”
‘Summer

Crappie

on

Fork’

you get a pattern and
keep monitoring your
graph to see any changes
in their depths. The new
“fish reveal” on my Lowrance HDS Carbon Unit
has really helped in pinpointing these fish!
These crappie are biting
really light – (coming up
with the bait). I’m noticing the amount of fish
people are missing waiting to feel a bite. If their
line goes slack or just
stops falling and they
aren’t watching their line,
they never know they
just missed a fish! I’m a
habitual “line-watcher”
and it’s definitely improved my numbers.
So if you have someone
fishing with you and
they are not catching,
take a minute and help
watch their line and talk
them through it. Then
they will know what to
watch for, and hopefully
their numbers will increase too!
The colors working for
us have been anything
with chartreuse or white
on brighter days and go
to a darker color if you’re
in cloudy conditions.

If you are looking for
bream around the full
and new moon, go shallow 1-5 ft. otherwise
check that 5-15 ft. depths.
Crickets, nightcrawlers,
or Berkley power baits
are producing some
nice ones around docks,
willows, brush piles or
bridge ledges. These have
to be my favorite fish to
play with!
I want to say congratulations to the entire SKEETER team for putting on
another impressive tournament celebrating 26
years here on Lake Fork
at Lake Fork Marina.
Also, thanks to all the
vendors who contributed in making this a success. “Sweet Buddy” the
“camp dog” loves a good
tournament! I found him
visiting the Costa booth!
He knows how to draw a
crowd and made many
new friends! Thanks
again to all of you who
continue to contribute to
Buddy’s care. It’s greatly
appreciated!
My best to you all and
Love and Prayers to my
family in Missouri! Have
a safe summer!

By Terri Moon
Well – it’s here – those
dreaded 90-100 degree days! But when
the crappie are biting, it
sure makes the suffering
easier! We’ve been really
fortunate the last couple
of weeks with morning
cloud cover that made it
quite pleasant out there
for the half day trips.
This is the time of year
you want to start early so
you can quit early! Drink
plenty of fluids – lots of
sunscreen – and I even
found some neck fans
and cooling towels that
help tremendously! Also,
it really helps to wear
light colored clothes this
time of year.
Be very mindful of the
little ones while fishing. The lifejackets they
are required to wear are
very hot in this weather.
So, take a minute to let
them either jump in for
a quick swim break or go
for a quick ride or both!
(A big thanks to Skeeter
Boats for adding a ladder
to the back of my Solera!) Now I don’t have to
worry about how to get
them back in the boat!
It’s all about making it
fun for the little guys!
Now that we are post
spawn, these fish are
starting to migrate to
deeper water. As far as
the depths we are fishing,
it seems to change daily.
Early in the mornings
they’ve been as shallow
as 10-12 ft. But, as the
sun rises they are going
deeper…as deep as 24
ft. So just keep playing
with different depths till
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26th Annual Skeeter Owners Tournament (Continued from Page 7)
During the 12 o’clock
hour, the last of the tournament, there was one
over the slot brought to
the weigh-in. Ray Burnett from Longview,
Texas weighed in a
7.67-pound bass. This
last hour it took a bass
weighing 2.40-pounds to
get in the money.
The second day of the
tournament there were
seven bass over the 24”
slot brought to the scales
and the lightest to earn a
check under the slot was

a 2.20-pound bass. The
total bass caught in the
tournament over the slot
was 29.
Tim Wilcoxson’s bass
weighing 9.65-pounds
held up as the heaviest
bass caught in the tournament. This earned him
$700 in hourly and the
grand prize of a 2019
Skeeter FX 20 powered
by a 250 Yamaha SHO.
Sue Gibson from Aquilla, Texas won the grand
prize for the heaviest bass
under the 16” slot with

a 2.78-pound bass. This
earned her $600 in hourly
pay and a 2019 Yamaha
Wolverine 4x4.
Skeeter truly rolls out the
red carpet to show their
appreciation. From serving all the anglers and
their family a barbecue
dinner to all the booths
exhibiting their products,
there is plenty of entertainment for the whole
family. For the youth they
have the fishing pond
where the children had a
great time trying to catch
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one of the many channel year, you missed some
catfish in the pool.
great entertainment and
maybe you will make it
If you missed it this next year in June 2020.

This is not where you want to be in a tournament on Lake Fork, 24” mark is past the tail.

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941
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Wood County Annual Kidfish on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton

The Wood County 25th Annual Kidfish was held
on Lake Fork on June 1st. This annual celebration
is held each year on the first Saturday of June to
introduce the youth to the pleasure of fishing. It
truly serves to get them off the streets and on the
creeks!
It is presented by the Wood County Sheriff’s
Department, Texas Game Warden Peace Officer
Association, Texas Parks and Wildlife and the Sabine River Authority and is held at Sabine River
Authority Headquarters. All are to be commended
for their diligent hard work and the many hours
they put in to make this event such a success for
our children.
This year 225 youth accompanied by parents,
grandparents, or guardians from all over the area
came to enjoy the beautiful weather and a day of
fishing Lake Fork. For some children this would
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be considered their first tournament of many more
to come in their lifetime. The love of fishing for
these children could be accredited to Kidfish.
During this event no one participating in the
event is required to have a fishing license. This
gives parents that do not usually fish an opportunity to spend this time with their children and
perhaps introduce the love of fishing to the whole
family.
The event is free to all children and their parents. Each child is given their own rod n’ reel and
bait and tackle are furnished. Cold drinks, refreshments, hot dogs and chips are provided for the
parents and children. This year serving the parents
and children were the Mineola and Holly Lake
Kiwanis Clubs.
The format of this event is a mock tournament
and divided in age group divisions. These divisions included 4 years old and under, 5 to 8 year
(See Wood County Annual.....Continued on Page 21)

Agape Springs

The Perfect Lake House Experience

Give The Gift Of Fun!!!

Gift Certificates Available

Come relax and enjoy S’mores by the fire at our
2400 Sq. Ft. retreat on Lake Holbrook (Mineola, TX)
4 Bedrooms / 2 Baths (7 beds-sleeps 10)
Waterfront, Large Deck, Fire Pit, BBQ Grill, Boat Dock,
Paddle Boards, Paddle Boat, Outdoor Games and
access to fishing, boating and skiing.
We have everything you need: Washer/Dryer, A/C,
Wi-Fi, Coffee Maker, Microwave, etc.
Ideal for family reunions, fishing trips, or just a
relaxing getaway!
Email: AgapeSpringsRetreat@gmail.com
for availability or more info.
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Now Accepting Reservations For
Commercial & Vendor Spaces
For May 14, 15, 16, 17, 2020 At

16th Annual

Paying 10 Places Per Hour
Giving Away 4 ~ 2020 Bass Boats

Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise &
promote your products, merchandise, or company!
Call Today: 903-383-7748 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”
By Carolyn West
Kidfish is an annual event on the first Saturday
of June. Sponsored by the Wood County Sheriff Department partnering with Texas Parks and
Wildlife and held at the Sabine River Authority
property, Kidfish hosts hundreds of children to
a day of fishing. New rods and reels are given
to the registered anglers and anything caught is
weighed in. Eight Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association members formed the team to record the official weigh-in data for each age group and for all
species caught. While the most fish caught were
catfish, there was an abundance of turtles, as well.
When walking away from the weigh-in area, a
boy, perhaps six or seven years old, said “I want
to fish every day of my life!” That defines the
reason Kidfish is so important and it defines the
reason Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association works

so diligently to preserve the legend of this lake so
it remains a premier fishery.
As LFSA’s main source of revenue, there are two
raffles per year. In the spring annually, the raffle
is drawn at the Skeeter Tournament in June. On
June 9, LFSA drew the names of 17 winners of
the items. They were: Greg Brown, Pierce Outdoors Kayak, Lee Batson,Pierce Outdoors Cooler,
Bob Roberts, Ruger 22 Charger w/Bipod, Mark
Trull, Glock G43X Subcompact 9 x 19, Norm

Clem, Berkley Bait Prize Pack, Jim Alcorn, Amphibia Sunglasses, Dick Haynes, Academy Sports
Gift Card Vortex Viper Binoculars, Diana Cones,
Custom Angle Rod/Lew’s Reel, Ben Schroeder,
Dobyn’s Rod/Lew’s Reel, Barry Emerson, Costa
Sunglasses, Toni, Costa Sunglasses, Neil Nicholas, Guided Fishing Trip, Eddie Lawler, Tackle
Backpack, Donald Lopez, Lake Fork Marina Gift
Basket, Phillip Massoletti, Oil Less Turkey Fryer,
Jay Northcut.
The Fall raffle will begin at the High School Open
at Oak Ridge Marina on July 19-21 and continue
until the Berkley Tournament at Lake Fork Marina on October 19-20. Members of Lake Fork
Sportsman’s Association will have tickets to sell,
as well.
On Friday, June 21, members of LFSA donated a
28’ Tritoon boat, motor and trailer to Texas Parks
and Wildlife to support the fishing habitat improvement operations and restoration projects on
Lake Fork and other Texas lakes. TPWD was represented by Evan Cartabiano and Travis Tidwell.
Cartabiano addressed the LFSA members thanking them for the donation and stating the usefulness of it stating a boat of this size and capability
had been a long time need for Inland Fisheries.
(Seee Lake Fork Sportsman’s....Continued on Page 19)

8414 W FM 515
Yantis, Texas 75497
903-383-3232

AUTHORIZED DEALER
SALES
*
REPAIRS
*
PARTS
*
INSTALLATIONS
Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether it be a bent shaft, an electrical problem in your motor, water in the lower unit, a cable issue, or you just need a part,
our experienced tech will have you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized MotorGuide Service Center. We also do repairs on Minnkota and all other makes and models
of trolling motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models of trolling motors.

If you don't stand behind our Troops,
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STAND IN
FRONT OF THEM!!

SALES
*
REPAIRS
*
PARTS
*
INSTALLATIONS
We are an authorized Lowrance Electronics service center. We also sell Lowrance Electronics products, such as Fishfinders, transducers, and accessories.
Advantage Program Available Lowrance products are protected by a one- or two-year limited warranty (depending on the product), and supported for an additional three years by
the Lowrance 5-Year Advantage Program, which allows customers to upgrade to the latest
technology, at a discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails or needs repair.
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Offering Custom Built Safe Rooms & Shelters for New or Existing Home Structures. Custom built to individual
clients specific needs and wants. Our Shelters have a Skeleton frame like no other to prevent collapsing or caving
and can be used for Custom Gun Safe, Storm Shelters, Man/Women Caves, or Safe Rooms.
Our Aluminum Marine
products include Cradles, Stairs, Gates and
are Custom designed
for our clients. With our
free quotes and amazing
customer service team
we can meet and exceed
your needs.

"We take pride in protecting your family as our own family"
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“Knowing What To Look For!”
By Michael McFarland

secret is to first find a handful of big full
trees that are holding fish hopefully close
Summertime bass fishing in deep offshore to a long point, offshore structure, shell
submerged trees like the one in this image bed or feeding flat. To find these trees I use
can be very rewarding. Big bass will have my Lowrance sidescan and down scanning
several places like this one as a summer abilities to cover a lot of water, one football
home kinda like a bedroom if you will. They field at a time. Be thorough in your scanwill feed somewhere else but can be caught ning and even go back over an area multiin the bedroom. They will leave during the ple times to ensure you have missed nothactive feeding times visiting feeding flats, ing. Mark trees with proper icon and label
wind blown points, humps and local shell as full tree. Next is to locate the closest
beds. Most often they won’t move too far possible feeding ground locations nearest
but ecologists state that they can have feed- the trees you have found. Once you have
ing grounds as far as a quarter mile. The located and marked feeding grounds now
you have bedrooms
Michael McFarland
and kitchens. With
Lake Fork Guide Service
homework done its
time to go fishing.
Individual * Group * Corporate
First I will so* Instructional & Beginner Trips
All Fishermen Welcome! Ust the best rod nar scan and fish
& reels and tackle all provided and inclu- the feeding ground
sive with this ad. Specializing in teaching (kitchen) locations
basics all the way through to the career during the suggested
pro level. High school team discounts!!!? major and minor acRemember to take a kid fising or hunt- tive periods including. There is nothing more rewarding ing day light and
evening hours. Secthen the outdoors itself!
ond I fish the trees
Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
(bedrooms) during
602-826-1524

381 W.
Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69)
Emory, TX
75440
(903) 473-0061
Clean, spacious
rooms and suites.
Close to Lake Fork,
Tawakoni and
Canton First
Monday Trade Day

Located at
TX-276 & US 69
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the off period times ensuring a higher percentage of my fishing time is spent in the
right place. Its not easy to find the big trees
and put all of this together but if you will
put in the time and commitment to develop an understanding of how and where the
bass live I promise its well worth it. I hope
this made sense and will give you the edge
this summer. Thelakeforkguide.com

1026 E.
Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69)
Emory, TX
75440

book.bestwestern.com

Premier rooms and
amenities including:
Banquet Room,
Swimming Pool and
Hot Tub,
Business and Fitness
Center and Boat
Parking.
Located at
FM 515 and US 69
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5” Striker Shad

3.25” Fuzzy Beaver

4.5” Swim Craw
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For Information or Ordering Contact:

4.25” Mudbug

4” & 5” Heart Throb

Robert Scott
tartan.tackle@mygrande.net
See All Baits & Order
On Our Web Page
Coming Soon!!!

6” Hex Stick

7.5” Curly Tail

6” Brush Thumper

6” Mighty Mite

7” Heart Throb

River Swimmer

Patriot

Line Through River Swimmer

7.5 Curly Tail

Border Bug

4.5 Ripper

6.5 Lizard

For Information or To Place Orders
email: Tr@borderwallbaits.com
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~ Since 1984 ~

~ Since 1984 ~

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2019 Bullet, Charger,
Xpress, Veranda or a quality used boat!

Authorized Dealer Sales
& Installation

N

Sulphur Springs

Arbala

H
W
Y

# 290
FM 1567 W.

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE
Ask About Our Service Specials
903-383-7726 Toll Free

866-920-8331

CERTIFIED MECHANICS W
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES
& MODELS

AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES: AUTHORIZED
DEALER FOR: LOWRANCE * HUMMINBIRD * MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA

1
5
4

E

S

290 FM 1567 WEST
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork” (Continued from Page 14)
TPWD will begin to customize the boat with plans
to install flat decking with lifts and a new console..
Projects such as habitat replacement, shoreline
restoration, fingerling releases, t-hab insertions
are all targeted for the rig.
LFSA will be offered the opportunity for collaboration on all projects at Lake Fork involving use
of the barge. The public will be given information
concerning the locations of fish habitat structures,
and the use of the barge for Lake Fork projects
will take precedence over other projects conducted in other areas of the State.
Ed Swenson, LFSA Project Director and Caro-

lyn West, LFSA President, both thanked the LFSA
membership for the hard work to acquire the
funds for the project and expressed appreciation
to TPWD for their continued support working improvement projects on Lake Fork.
And then there was “Kids Fish Camp” offered by
Rains County Friends of the Library as a summer
project and taught by Peggy York, LFSA member
certified by Texas Parks and Wildlife as an instructor. Nineteen kids were taught rules, regulations,
casting skills, identification of fish varieties, and
knot tying. Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association
contributed rods and reels to each registrant. Jo

Ann Doty, the event coordinator for the Friends
group expressed her appreciation to LFSA and
said “It warms my heart to see the number of
kids who were interested in the program and who
learned from the class. The materials provided by
TPWD are professionally done.” It was a Saturday well-spent working with kids!
The month was a busy one for LFSA and one
of the most productive ones! Anyone interested
in joining the Association should come to the
meetings on the second Tuesday of each month at
Tiffany’s restaurant at Lake Fork Marina. Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. If further information is
needed, contact President Carolyn West at 903752-2014.
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“Rains Have Lake Fork in Awesome Shape!” (Continued from Page 6)

one’s. This bite only lasts about an hour but it is well
worth being on the water early as daylight has it’s own
majesty. Once this bite stops, move the boat out to
about 15ft and throw a C-rig, squarebill or jig up to the
5-7ft range and work it back slowly. This will account
for extra bites to fulfill the morning. A Texas rig blue
fleck power worm fished with a 3/8 ounce tungsten
weight in that same depth range will also deliver some
rod bending results.
If you are headed out to Lake Fork in July searching
for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be a part of

this trophy quest. I also have gift certificates available
if you have friends or loved one’s who have dreamt of
landing a huge bass. You can contact me at 409 7824269 or e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow me on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
davidoziolakeforkguide. I post my daily trip results
on this page. I would also like to thank Okuma Fishing and Talon Custom Lures for making my job the
blast that it is. I hope to see a lot of you on the water.
Romans 10:13. “Everyone who calls upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.” Gilbert Little with
David Ozio

Donavon James with
David Ozio

July

James Johnson with
David Ozio

John Staab with
David Ozio
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Wood County Annual Kidfish (Continued from Page 11)
old, 9 to 12 year old,
and 13 to 16 year old.
Each child weighing
in the heaviest fish of
that species in their age
group wins a trophy
and a year’s worth of
bragging rights. This
year in the 4-year-old
and under winners
were Memphis Washburg with a .97-pound
bass, Brady Mays with
a 2.90-pound catfish,
Emali Lane with a
.39-pound perch, and
Karsen Tipton for a
4.55-pound turtle. In
the 5 to 8-year-old category Cooper Swift
with a 2.64-pound
bass, Tucker Azlin
with a 5.48-pound catfish, Lane Allen with a
.43-pound perch, Jarrett Thompson with
a .70-pound crappie,
and Jesse Petrea with
a 2.70-pound turtle.
In the 9 to 12-year-old
category, Alizja Blasingame with a 2.88-pound
bass, Cash Harrison
with a 6.28-pound
catfish, Royal Monagan with a .40-pound
perch, Ella Glover with
a .89-pound crappie,
and AJ Hardy with a
3.77-pound turtle.
In the 13 to 16-yearold category, Micah
Alexander with a
2.53-pound bass, Rebecca Jackson with
a 3.07-pound catfish,
William Flournoi with
a .24-pound perch, and
Zach McLemore with a
4.09-pound turtle.
Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork did an
excellent job of weighing all the fish and of
course the turtles.
No child leaves the
event without a prize
furnished by the many

sponsors. This year’s our children are the fuprizes ranged from ture.
bicycles to fishing
equipment. All of the
children and parents always have an excellent
time at the event.
A Special thanks goes
out to all of the great
sponsors that make this
event possible, afterall,

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:
Wish To Fish Foundation

903-360-6994

www.wishtofishfoundation.com
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Six Ways To Beat The Summer Heat

2019 Skeeter FX21APEX

Last year, Texas’ temperatures soared to record highs
and staff at more than 40
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department sites handled 134 incidents relating to heat-related
illnesses in humans and pets.
On the eve of the official start
of summer, TPWD experts
are sharing their top six heat
hacks for staying safe in the
outdoors during the blistering
Texas heat.
Here are the top six heat
hacks recommended for park
visitors:
1. Hydrate- It’s important
to drink at least 16 ounces of
water every hour in the heat to
replenish your body and prevent dehydration. Don’t forget to bring enough for your
four-legged family members
too.
2. Block the Rays- Apply
a generous amount of sunscreen or sunblock before
heading outdoors. Be sure

to reapply every couple of
hours, and after swimming or
sweating.
3. Dress Smart- Wear light,
loose-fitting, breathable clothing; a hat, correct shoes, sunscreen and wet bandanas to
keep you cool while in the
sun. For pets, protect paws
against blistering by hitting
the trails during cooler times
of the day when the ground
isn’t hot or by putting booties
on pets to help shield paws
from the hot ground. Touch
the pavement or ground with
the back of your hand. If you
cannot hold it there for five
seconds, the surface is too hot
for your dog’s paws.
4. Stay Salty- Food helps
keep up energy and replace
salt lost from sweating. Eating
snacks such as jerky, granola,
trail mix, tuna and dried fruit
is a fantastic way to nourish
your body while on the trails.
5. Buddy System- Two

brains are better than one. It’s
beneficial to have someone
with you in hot conditions so
you can look after each other
on the trail. With high temperatures hitting Texas, heatrelated illnesses are common
and having a friend around
to help recognize the early
symptoms can save you from
getting sick.
6. Plan Ahead- Study the
map and have it with you.
Average hikers move at 2
miles per hour, so allow yourself plenty of time to avoid
hiking in the heat of the day.
Make sure to rest in a cool or
shaded area to recover from
the heat if necessary. It is also
a good idea to let someone
know your plan before you
hitthetrailsandwhattimeyou
should be back. That way,
if you become lost, people
know where to look.

2019 Skeeter FX21LE
Happy 4th of July
We l c o m e A l l Vi s i t o r s & A n g l e r s
To T h e H i g h S c h o o l S c h o l a r s h i p
To u r n a m e n t
July 21 & 22
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Toyota ShareLunker Program Produces Tens of Thousands of Big Bass Offspring in 2019
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Toyota ShareLunker Program is having a banner year in its efforts to create bigger, better bass in Texas. After successfully
spawning three of the five 13 pound or larger Legacy Class largemouth bass loaned to
the selective-breeding program in 2019, the
department’s hatchery staff produced more
than 92,000 offspring to stock in Texas public lakes.
“We are extremely pleased with the number of ShareLunker offspring produced this
year, and we couldn’t have done it without
the anglers who generously loaned us their
13 pound and larger bass for our selectivebreeding program,” said Kyle Brookshear,
Toyota ShareLunker Program Coordinator.
“This generosity doesn’t just increase the
lunker potential of the lakes where those fish
were caught, it also helps us in our effort
to convert our entire hatchery broodstock to
ShareLunker offspring, which will benefit
every lake in Texas.”
In total, more than 55,000 fingerlings were
stocked in the 2019 Legacy Class donation
lakes - including Lake Conroe, Lake Fork,
Marine Creek Lake, and Lake Leon. Additionally, more than 30,000 pure Florida
largemouth bass offspring from ShareLunker

577 and ShareLunker 581 are being retained
as hatchery broodstock so that TPWD can
stock these big bass by the millions statewide in coming years. Thousands of fingerlings produced from ShareLunker 581 are
being retained to stock as six-inch fish into
the new Bois d’Arc Lake in Fannin County.
Three of the five Legacy Class fish loaned
to TPWD in 2019 were released back into
their home lakes after spawning, which includes Lake Conroe, Marine Creek Lake and
Lake Fork. The other two fish caught from
Lake Leon and a private research lake were
donated to the Texas Freshwater Fisheries
Center in Athens, where ShareLunker 578
can be seen on display and hand-fed by scuba divers during the daily dive show.
Although the donation season for 13 pound
or larger Legacy Class fish has ended, anglers can still enter all largemouth bass 8
pounds or larger through the end of the year
to help expand catch data for fisheries biologists and interested anglers in exchange
for great prizes. As of June 1, 214 of these
fish have been entered from 75 lakes across
the state, including 153 qualified as Lunk-

ers (8 pounds or larger), 56 qualified as Elite
Class (10 pounds or larger), and five qualified as Legacy Class (those over 13 pounds
loaned to TPWD for the selective breeding
and stocking program).
With less than 6 months left in the 2019
year-long season, the current top 10 lunker
producing lakes in the state include Lake
Fork with 23 entries, Lake Conroe with 22
entries, Lake Athens with 15 entries, Lake
Pflugerville with nine entries, Sam Rayburn
Reservoir with eight entries, Lake Falcon
with six entries, Possum Kingdom Reservoir
with five entries, Lake Ray Hubbard with
five entries, and Lake Austin and Gilmer
Reservoir with four entries.
Anglers receive a prize package for every
approved bass they enter throughout the
year in all categories. This package includes
a Toyota ShareLunker Catch Kit containing
branded merchandise, an achievement decal,
merchandise and other giveaways; as well as
an entry into the year-end ShareLunker Prize
Drawing for an annual fishing license and
$5,000 Bass Pro Shops shopping spree.
(Continued on Next Page)

Lake Fork
BOAT ACCESSORIES
Installation Specialists

Lowrance, Humminbird, Garmin Depth Finders
Minnkota, MotorGuide and Other Trolling Motors
Lighting, All Wiring, Gages, Pumps, Accessories
Sale of New Parts or Installation of Your Own Parts
On The Water Equipment Demonstration Available
GIVE US A CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!!

WILL BE CLOSED
July 7 - July 17

Boats, Trailers, Motorcycles, Golf Carts, Motor Homes
All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint
Lifetime Warranty
Conveniently Located on Lake Fork
Most Credit Cards Accepted

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

Steve Smith 903-224-8999

lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com
Please Don’t Litter, Keep Lake Fork Beautiful!
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The eligible anglers who loaned TPWD
a Legacy Class fish through the entry cutoff date March 31 received an even bigger
prize package that included a replica of their
fish presented on stage at Toyota Bassmaster Texas Fest in May. These anglers were
also entered into a separate $5,000 Bass
Pro Shops shopping spree drawing, won
by ShareLunker 579 angler Barry Prince of
Lindale.
Anglers can enter bass in the program using the Toyota ShareLunker app - available
for free download from the Apple App Store
and Google Play - or by using a form online
at https://texassharelunker.com/. The digital entry forms on both platforms allow anglers to quickly and easily submit photos of
the fish being properly measured, weighed
and held. These forms also include simple
instructions for anglers who would like to
provide a sample of fish scales from their
lunker bass to TPWD researchers for genetic
analysis.
“Anglers who enter catch data about their 8
pound and larger bass are giving our fisher-

ies management biologists important information about which lakes are producing big
bass in Texas,” Brookshear said. “Sending a
scale sample with your entry gives TPWD
even more information to use in the management of our world-class bass fisheries
because it provides us with valuable genetic data and helps us monitor the impact of
ShareLunker stockings.”
The Toyota ShareLunker Program is made
possible in part by the generous sponsorship
of Toyota. Toyota is a longtime supporter of

10% Off All Services
With This AD!
Must Show AD Upon
Appointment!

July

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation and
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, providing major funding for a wide variety of
education, fish, parks and wildlife projects.
Prize donors Bass Pro Shops, Lake Fork
Taxidermy, American Fishing Tackle Co.
and Stanley Jigs also provide additional support for this program.
For updates on the Toyota ShareLunker
Program, visit https://www.facebook.com/
ShareLunkerprogram or https://texassharelunker.com/.
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Game Warden Field Notes
The following items are compiled from recent Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department law enforcement reports.
--Self-Incrimination-Trinity County game wardens
conducted an interview with a subject who supposedly
shot a deer on his one acre property in December. The
wardens suspected it could have been harvested on a
bordering landowner’s property and wanted to express
their concerns to the hunter. The hunter had a buck
head in his freezer and showed it to the wardens. He
claimed to have found the buck dead on the roadway
after it had been struck by a vehicle. The buck had an 11
¼-inch inside spread, which made it an illegal buck in
the antler restricted county. The subject gave consent to
check his cell phone photos of the deer, and that provided the wardens with a different account. After reviewing the images, and the date/time stamps, the wardens
concluded two deer were possibly shot at night. Following a lengthy interview during which the wardens
shared their evidence with the individual, the subject finally admitted to shooting the illegal buck on his property. He also admitted to shooting a doe at night and
not placing a tag on it. The subject also trespassed on
neighboring property to retrieve both kills. Other violations included harvest log violations, improper tagging,
no hunter education certification, criminal trespassing,
and driver’s license violation. Also, another buck whose

images were captured on the subject’s mobile device is
still under investigation. The cases and restitution are
pending.
--Water-fouling--The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department encourages hunters to pass along the state’s
rich hunting heritage to the next generation. As an incentive to provide young hunters with opportunities,
TPWD conducts special youth/adult-only hunts on
some of its Wildlife Management Areas. Adults can accompany youth on these hunts to provide mentoring
on various aspects of hunting, including hunter ethics
and firearms safety, and may participate as long as youth
are part of the hunting group. Unfortunately, some folks
choose to leave the kids behind in violation of the spirit
and letter of the law. A couple of incidents in December
on the Richland Creek WMA illustrate the point. Notified by WMA staff that a group appeared to be hunting illegally, a Freestone County game warden came
across a group of eight adult hunters hunting the special
youth-adult weekend, but with no youth present. Citations were issued and civil restitution was charged on
36 ducks. Four days later, wardens received a complaint
from a concerned hunter regarding a pair of hunters
who continued to duck hunt after the noon-time closure on the Richland Creek WMA. The morning hunt
was a youth/adult only hunt and once contacted, it was
realized both hunters were adults and had no youth
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hunters with them. Neither hunter had the required annual public hunting lands permits, migratory game bird
stamps, nor other endorsements needed to hunt ducks,
nor had they checked in at the WMA registration station. Additionally, one hunter did not possess proof of
having completed hunter education. Numerous citations/warnings were issued. The cases are pending.
--Out Walking the Dogs-- Bexar County game wardens recently filed multiple cases on two men from Frio
County and a San Antonio man who were hunting hogs
with dogs on City of San Antonio park property in the
southwestern part of the county. The three individuals
initially claimed they were just out walking their dogs in
the park, near midnight, but couldn’t explain the blood
stains on their hands. After being cited by park police
for violating the site curfew, the individuals faced intensive scrutiny by the game wardens and eventually admitted to hunting hogs and killing a javelina. The men
had driven into the park after curfew and released their
dogs. Two of the men followed the dogs from the park’s
paved walkway, while the third stayed behind with the
vehicle as a lookout. Multiple cases are pending along
with civil restitution.
--Poser-- Social Media Tip #39: When posting photos of yourself with the deer you falsely claim to have
just harvested, be sure to pin the location; it helps game
(See Game Warden....Continued on Page 26)

Always Think...

Safety First
When Getting
On The Lake!!!
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Game Warden Field Notes
wardens when they come to investigate. After spotting
Facebook photos of a woman with a mule deer buck
she claimed to have shot, game wardens ran a quick
check, and learned she did not have a hunting license.
The pinned location of the posted images appeared to
be a ranch in Brewster County enrolled in the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department’s Managed Lands Deer
program, which carries certain tagging and harvest log
requirements. After identifying the individual’s boyfriend, who also appeared in the photos, the wardens
went to the hunting camp to sort things out. When
questioned, the boyfriend told wardens he had killed
the buck, legally, and showed them the deer head and
MLD tag with his name on it. He then confessed his
girlfriend made the initial shot on the deer, and he
dispatched the buck due to her misplaced shot. She
only claimed it to show off because she is a city girl, he
said. Upon further investigation, it was found only the
backstraps were saved and the remaining carcass was
dumped because “the deer was old.” Multiple citations
were issued and the deer was seized.
--An Illegal Commercial Fishing License, Please-On Dec. 8, an individual came into the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department’s Victoria Law Enforcement Office to purchase a general commercial fishing license.
One of the office clerks was attempting to complete the
transaction, but the computer system didn’t recognize

July

(Continued from Page 25)

the individual’s social security number. A game warden
on hand was handed the individual’s Texas ID card,
which he immediately recognized as a fake. The warden
verified through dispatch that the individual didn’t have
any documentation on record with the Texas Department of Public Safety. After questioning the individual
regarding his fake ID, the subject admitted he bought
the social security card, Texas ID card and a Mexican
ID from an individual in Pasadena. The subject was
transported to the Victoria County Jail and charges are
pending.
--Baiting the Roost-On Jan. 7, an Ellis County game warden heard shooting on a soil conservation lake well after sunset. Legal
duck hunting hours end at sunset. The warden was able
to walk to and observe the group of hunters shooting at
a duck roost on a small island in the lake. After making
contact with the hunters, the warden also discovered
corn scattered around the subjects’ gear. He pulled one
of the hunters aside and when asked how much corn
was located on the island they were hunting, the hunter
dropped his head and said, “Fifty pounds.” Citations for
hunting after sunset and placing bait to attract migratory waterfowl are pending.
--Bad Memory-- On Christmas morning, a Houston
County game warden received a call about trespassers
on a piece of property near Kennard. The warden ar-

rived, found the vehicle, and tracked the suspects. He
located an adult and a teenager hunting deer on the
property without permission. The adult stated he had
not killed anything during the year. As the warden inspected his hunting license, he noticed a turkey tag
missing. His memory jogged, the man did recall shooting a turkey. Asked if he was certain he hadn’t harvested
anything else, the man then remembered a doe he had
killed earlier in the year, but had forgotten about it. He’d
also forgotten how to tag it and enter it in the harvest
log. The cases are pending.
--Working on Their Night Moves-- Game wardens received information about two subjects that had allegedly
killed several deer at night near Grapeland, in Houston
County. After obtaining IDs through TPWD’s databases, the wardens were able to locate the residence of
one of the subjects, and were fortunate enough to catch
both subjects there. The subjects initially denied killing
any deer other than what was logged on their hunting
licenses, but once the questioning revealed inaccuracies
in their accounts, they admitted to poaching several additional deer. Wardens discovered several deer heads in
various locations on the property, and two more deer
heads at another residence. Through their investigation,
the wardens learned one of the illegal deer was shot by
(See Game Warden....Continued on Page 28)
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‘Fire Up’ Fourth of July Fun
Independence Day festivities are chock full of fun. From
spirited parties to boisterous parades to fireworks in the backyard. Fourth of July brings out the child in everyone.
You can easily throw your own party at home with barbecue ribs and hamburgers!! Want to raise your hamburgers to
a new level? Add chopped fresh mushrooms to the mix. The
mushrooms not only add wonderful, savory flavor, but they
release their juices as the burgers cook, keeping them moist

Saucy foil packet ribs are tasty to eat and easy
to create and clean up and these burgers with
fresh mushrooms add savory flavor to your
burgers, inside and out. Enjoy your ‘Fourth
of July’ celebration!

and juicy. Serve your beautiful burgers open-face with the perfect topper – sautéed in the same skillet.
Open-Faced
Mushroom Burgers
1 pound fresh white mushrooms
1 pound ground beef
1 tablespoon Dijon mustard
2 tablespoons olive oil, divided
1 medium onion, sliced
¼ teaspoon each salt and ground black pepper
4 slices crusty bread, toasted
Chop enough mushrooms to measure 1-1/2 cups; slice
remaining mushrooms. In a bowl, combine ground beef,
chopped mushrooms and mustard; gently form into 4 burgers. In a large heavy skillet, over medium heat, heat half of the
oil. Add sliced mushrooms and onion; cook and stir just until
tender, 5 to 6 minutes. Remove to a bowl along with juices.
In the same skillet, heat remaining oil.Add burgers; cook until
browned and cooked through, 4 to 5 minutes on each side; remove to a plate; keep warm. Pour off excess fat; return mushroom-onion mixture to skillet; add salt and pepper. Cook and
stir until hot.Arrange each burger on a toasted bread slice with
a lettuce leaf and tomato slice, if desired. Spoon mushroomonion mixture onto burgers.
Saucy Foil Packet
Barbecue Ribs
2 sheets (18X24 inches each) Reynolds Wrap Heavy Duty
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Aluminum Foil
¾ cup barbecue sauce
2 tablespoons orange marmalade
2 teaspoons hot pepper sauce
4 pounds pork baby back ribs
Preheat grill to medium heat. Combine barbecue sauce, marmalade and hot sauce; set aside. Cut ribs into 2- or 4-rib sections. Place half of ribs on each sheet of the foil. Bring up long
sides of foil. Double fold top and one end to seal.Add 3 to 4 ice
cubes to foil packet. Double fold remaining end, leaving room
for heat circulation inside packet. Repeat to make 2 packets.
Grill covered 45 minutes or until ribs are cooked through. Remove from foil. Make drainage holes in a sheet of foil with a
grilling fork. Place foil on grill grate. Immediately place ribs on
foil. Brush ribs with barbecue sauce mixture. Continue grilling uncovered an additional 10 to 15 minutes, turning every
5 minutes and brushing with the remaining sauce. Makes 10
servings.
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Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 26)
a third subject, who admitted to the crime the
following day. So far, 21 citations and warnings have
been issued for various
violations involving the
five bucks and two does
seized. The investigation is
ongoing.
--When Duty Calls-A Freestone County game
warden was enjoying his
day off duck hunting at
the Richland Creek Wildlife Management Area
when he observed a game
law violation. The warden watched as a vehicle
stopped on a designated
public hunting lands road,
the driver exit and shoot
at ducks. The warden cut
his hunt short, switched
hats and was eventually
able to make contact with
the subject, charging him

with hunting from a designated roadway. His passenger was charged for
not having the required
Annual Public Hunting
Lands permit. The driver
was also part of a group
recently apprehended by
the warden on Richland
Creek WMA for hunting
when the area was closed.
--Playing Leap FrogWhile patrolling Galveston Bay, game wardens
aboard the PV Captain
Murchison observed two
commercial oyster boats
operating and harvesting
oysters in a closed area.
Despite an outgoing tide,
north winds and the fact
the PV Captain Murchison drafts 4-5 feet, the
Murchison carefully approached the first violator, made contact and one

of the wardens boarded.
As the Murchison held
its position, the warden
onboard the oysterman’s
boat informed the captain of the violation and
directed him to approach
the second vessel. The
warden then boarded the
second vessel in violation.
Both captains and crews
were arrested for harvesting oysters in a restricted
area and transported to
the Chambers County Jail.
This marks the first time
in the 30-year service of
the PV Captain Murchison that a restricted oyster case was made off this
deep water platform. The
cases are pending.
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Lake Fork Tournament
Schedule July thru Sept
2019

Bev’s Fish Creations

& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529

Replicas ~ $13 per inch
Ducks ~ $260
www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com

July
July 13 ~ Media Teams
Minnow Bucket
July 20, 21, ~ High School Scholarship
Oakridge Marina
July 21 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket
If You are having a Tournament on Lake
Fork and wish to have it listed contact us
fishnews@lakefork.net

August

NO NOTIFICATIONS OF
TOURNAMENTS
FOR
AUGUST

If You are having a Tournament on Lake
Fork and wish to have it listed contact us
fishnews@lakefork.net

September
Sept. 14 ~ JC Teams Championship
Minnow Bucket
Sept. 20, 21, 22 ~Sealy Outdoors
Lake Fork Marina
Sept. 28~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket
Sept. 29 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each
month beginning at 6:30 pm at
Tiffany’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina
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JR SIMPSON
903-850-3324
EMAIL: jr.simpson@hotmail.com
Office: 800-254-7541 - Fax: 903-763-4487
www.c21lakecountryrealty.com

Alba $315,900

Quitman $177,900

Yantis $239,000

Winnsboro $127,400

Yantis $399,000

LOOKING FOR DEEP WATER? Lake
Fork, waterfront home sits on 4+ acres features log siding, deep water private boat ramp
in Dale Creek and a fishing peir with 500’of
frontage on Lake Fork. Home has 2 master
bdrms, 2 full baths, wbfp, utility room with
sink, shelving & a shower. Huge master bdrm
has walk-in closet and a gorgeous bathroom
with walk-in shower. Panoramic view of the
lake from every room. Shop bldg is perfect for
your large bass boat & has an attached carport
for 4 vehicles.

LAKE
LYDIA
WATERFRONT
HOME! This recently remodeled home
is waterfront on Lake Lydia, a private
lake. Property features boat house, guest
quarters, 2 car garage with workshop
area, hardwood floors, gas fireplace, office & a sun-room. 3 bdrms and 1 full
bathroom with claw foot bathtub in the
main house & an all wood interior guest
room with a 3/4 bathroom behind garage.
Home sits high on a hill on a large lot
with great view of the lake and plenty of
privacy! Furnishings Negotiable.
GREAT LAKE FORK, 1 OWNER
HOME! Located in the Big Oaks Subdivision, homes in this area do not come
available very often! Home sits on almost
1 acre lot +1 acre of leaseback. Lake
Views in this area are to die for! Home
features three bedrooms, 2 full baths and
all appliances are included with the sale!
24’ Deep garage for your boat, or there is
a carport outside also. Fenced back yard.
Brand new roof installed May 1st 2019.
This is a hard to find home, in this price
range. Call today!
GREAT HOUSE IN THE COUNTRY! Located just outside Winnsboro and just south
of Mt. Vernon in Franklin County with Mt.
Vernon Schools. This home is truly move in
ready, neat and clean! Fenced yard for your
pets or the kiddos, metal roof, nice covered
front porch and a new aerobic septic system.
Three bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms and a large
utility room. BIG open floor plan perfect for
the family. Appliances will convey to buyer at
closing. Let’s go take a look at this one today!
BRING YOUR BEST OFFER! This original
home place features 44 gorgeous acres, partially
fenced and has a pond for your livestock. Property has 1,400+ ft of good country road frontage. This 2 story, 3 bdrm 2.5 bath home has
2,236 sqft. Home is 530’ from road with plenty
of privacy! Metal roofing, covered wrap-around
front porch, 16’x20’ back deck, 18’x23’ garage
with 7’door, 7.5’x18’ sunroom with access from
living & master bdrm. Living room has brick
wbf that is double sided to master bdrm.

Quitman $375,000

REDUCED

Quitman $379,000

Emory $225,000

Winnsboro $250,000

Yantis $305,000

126 ACRES + 6 PONDS + MOBILE
HOME This rare tract of land features
460 ft of frontage on SH 37 & 1000+ ft of
frontage on CR 4165. Property is fenced
and has a Livestock Exemption in place!
Very good condition single wide mobile
home included with 3 bedrooms and 2
bathrooms. There are 6 ponds and old
oil field activity on property, seller states
no oil field activity in recent years. Property has some rolling hills and is gently
sloped with a very unique topography for
the area.

OPPORTUNITY IS KNOCKING!
51+ ACRES This is an unfinished 5
bedroom home, with 4 bathrooms, 2 living areas and mostly wired. Some Can
Lighting is either installed or there ready
to be installed.Several high end doors
and windows in place too. 600 ft. well,
property is mostly fenced with great rolling country views. There is a pond right
out your back door with lots of deer and
wildlife. This is one of those properties
you must see! Make your appointment
today!

Yantis $799,000

Quitman on Hwy 154

EXPOSURE FOR YOUR NEW BUSINESS
40.9 acres has no known restrictions or zoning
on the corner of Hwy 154 and FM 515. Property has a 2,100 sqft brick home on CR 1905,
built in the early 1970’s with 3 bedrooms, 2
baths needs updating but is perfectly livable.
Property has large mature trees, 2 ponds, 2
barns and is fenced, currently used for livestock
with AG exemption in place. This corner would
be perfect for a large retail development or investment! Brand new survey too!

3 CHOICES... THE CHOICE IS
YOURS! 14.861 unrestricted acres with
Hwy 154 frontage for $189,000 with
mobile home, metal building and stroage shed OR just the 14 unrestricted
acres alone for $119,000 with frontage
on Hwy 154 OR just the mobile home,
metal building & storage shed on .861
acre lot on CR 1214 for $89,900. Less
than 5 mins to Lake Fork boat ramp. 784
sqft single wide mobile home has 2 bedrooms and 1 bathroom and 30x50 metal
building has 2 10’ roll-up doors.

LOCATED IN EMORY INDUSTRIAL PARK Formerly a doctor’s
office building, this custom built
building features metal and stone
construction. Interior has a nice
lobby or reception area, multiple
rooms for offices, full kitchen and 2
bathrooms with a stall shower AND
living quarters upstairs. Building
has a garage with receiving area and
roll-up door. Call JR for detailed information.

LARGE VACANT LOT IN DOWNTOWN
WINNSBORO This 1.117 acres lot is located in
downtown Winnsboro right on Main St. Busy road
frontage gives serious exposure for most any business. $350,000 Call JR for full details!
VACANT LOT IN DOWNTOWN QUITMAN
$37,900 Located in downtown Quitman by the Wood
County Court House and Peoples Telephone on Hwy
154. This .1857 acre lot will give great exposure for
any business you choose.

FENCED COMMERCIAL PROPERTY Located in Winnsboro on
Highway 11/Broadway Street. A total of 4.285 acres is ready for your
business! Property is fenced with
security gate and has several usable
metal buildings. Any business would
get massive exposure here! Motivated
seller is ready for your best offer! Call
JR for full details and to schedule your
showing today!

LAKE FORK WATERFRONT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY! This 4000+ sqft
building is set up as a restaurant and is
waterfront on Lake Fork with its own
private boat ramp, pier, storage building and plenty of parking. Located on
the busy, high traffic side of Lake Fork.
The seller states property is unrestriccted
This would be perfect place for a marina,
bait and tackle shop or your dream business. All Restaurant equipment is included! Call JR for full details.

3/2/4 CUSTOM BUILT HIGH QUALITY Move-in ready located in a restricted
Lake Fork subdivision, no HOA fees, deed restrictions only. Private community boat ramp
300 yards away. Brick & Stone with Cedar
trim, hardwood floors, ceramic tile, hickory
cabinets, stainless appliances, Jacuzzi tub,
Aspen walls & Ceilings, knotty pine doors everywhere and a stone gas fireplace. Two garages
for your vehicles and your boat. Gym equipment
negotiable. All appliances convey to buyer.

Alba $229,000

REDUCED

Point $479,000

YOUR PRIVATE OASIS ON 8 ACRES!
Immaculate and move-in ready. 2 story, 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath home on 8 gorgeous, manicured
acres & irrigated from 2 ponds. Completely
fenced & 2 electric gates plus night lighting
along driveway & front of property. Concrete
RV site with full hook-up, 2 sheds, 2 ponds,
chicken coop & fenced garden area. Community boat ramp and pier to Lake Tawakoni is walking distance from home. OR BUY THE HOME
+4 ACRES FOR $317,900. Call JR for details.

LAKE FORK WATERFRONT LOTS
& OFF WATER LOTS FROM
$12,000 TO $84,900
Yantis $839,000
TOTAL SECLUSION AND PRIVACY Custom waterfront home sitting on almost 33 acres, hidden in the woods! Property is under wildlife
exemption. Home features 3/2/2 carport spaces, office/game room or 4th
bedroom, beamed ceilings, limestone gas fireplace, huge windows overlooking the cove and natural wildlife. 30x60 metal shop building, 34x60
metal shop building, 1 room guest cabin could use a little work, storage
shed, 2 ponds with 7+ acres of leaseback on Lake Fork.

LAKE FORK AREA ACREAGE
FROM
$79,900 TO $375,000
CALL JR FOR FULL
DETAILS

$2,200,000

7,000+ SQFT LIVING AREA, 11,000+ UNDER ROOF, 40+ ACRES,
10,000 SQFT IN SHOP BLDGS, knotty alder cabinets, hand scraped
wood and tile floors, cathedral ceilings, full security & surveilance system, gas fireplaces everywhere, indoor endless pool w/treadmill & hot
tub, in-home gym, indoor shooting range, cowboy & skeet shooting
range, fireproof safe room, saloon room, outdoor kitchen, media room,
guest suite over garage.Call JR for full details.

FOLLOW ME ON FACEBOOK https://www.facebook.com/JRSimpsonC21
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