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In comparison, a full grown eagle’s claw and 
talons are larger than a full grown man’s hand.

Just one of the many eagles that make Lake Fork their home. (Fisher-
man’s Guide Photo by Don Hampton)

Rains County “The Eagle Capital of Texas”

 The 23rd Annual RAINS COUN-
TY EAGLE FEST is coming soon!
  The Eagle Fest will be Saturday, Janu-
ary 20, 2018 at the Rains Elementary 
School at 372 FM 3299, Emory, Texas (On 
the RISD Campus, just south of Hwy 69).
  This year marks the 23rd Annual Rains County 
Eagle Fest.  The first festival was held following 
a resolution in 1995 when the 74th Legislature 

of the State of Texas 
declared Rains County 
“The Eagle Capital of 
Texas” as an effort to 
protect and preserve 
the American Bald 
Eagles in the area.   
The resolution was 
adopted by the Sen-
ate on May 24, 1995 
and by the House on 
May 29, 1995.  It was 
signed by the Gover-
nor George W. Bush 
on June 16, 1995 of-
ficially proclaiming 
Rains County as the 
“Eagle Capital of Tex-
as”.  The Rains County 
Eagle Fest is an educa-
tional effort to expand 
our knowledge of the 
bald eagles in the area 
and our local heritage. 

Collin Bradford, 9 years old, caught this nice Lake Fork hawg while 
fishing with guide Andrew Grills. C.P.R.

You Do Not Own The Water or Lake

(See You Don Not.....
     Continued on Page 4-A)

By Don Hampton

  As defined in Web-
ster’s dictionary, ig-
norance is the lack of 
education and stupid is 
slow to comprehend or 
lacking intelligence. An 
angler on the lake that 
exhibits good sports-
manship doesn’t fit in 
either of these catego-
ries. It would seem we 
have some on the lakes 
that do not comprehend 
good sportsmanship 

and fit in the category 
of one of the above 
mentioned definition.
  It is pretty simple to un-
derstand if an individu-
al is fishing where you 
wish to, you just need 
to find another place 
to fish. No one owns 
the water but if some-
one else is in what you 
would call your area, it 
is their area to fish. It 
does not matter if you 
have brush piles there 
that you have placed. 

Once the structure you 
are placing in the lake 
leaves your boat or 
pontoon, you no lon-
ger own it. It becomes 
public domain and any-
one can legally fish it.
  Some still do not 
comprehend this! One 
individual has been 
sited with five Class 
B Misdemeanors, for 
Fisherman Harrass-
ment, another for two 
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Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

“If That’s Your Fishing Hole, Where’s Your Mailbox?”
By: Don Hampton

  When Bubba speaks of owning something, you can 
bet it is definitely his stuff. He is also very posses-
sive over his stuff! Everyone knows Bubba needs 
stuff especially Bubbette and when he gets out 
of hand getting stuff, she puts him straight again. 
What Bubba truly cannot understand is people lay-
ing claim to something that can’t possibly be theirs.
  When it comes to fishing in public waters he is 
under the impression that those waters actually 
belong to the State of Texas. He also holds dear 
the belief that anyone that purchases a fishing li-
cense and abides by the laws can fish those waters 
anytime and anywhere they so desire. Afterall this 
is Texas and Bubba even has a bumper sticker that 
reads, “MADE IN TEXAS BY TEXANS”. So, 
what Bubba would really like to know is if there 
has been a new “Homestead Act” put in effect that 
he has not heard of that allows anglers to claim por-
tions of water. If so he is going to be out of luck be-
cause Bubbette won’t let him get anymore stuff!
  If there has not been a new “Homestead Act” 
implemented, why are so many anglers claim-
ing waters? It seems more and more that Bubba 
is hearing, “That’s my fishing hole, you can’t go 
there!” Some anglers will say this in a sports-
manship jest, but then again you hear some say 
it with meaning. Bubba has the tendency to 
laugh with the sportsmen and laugh at the others.
  Bubba had a long extensive conversation with 

one of the latter the other day on Lake Fork. Bub-
ba was out fishing one of his favorite spots, (it’s 
even called “Community Hump”), when he was 
made to feel like he’d eaten someone else’s fried 
chicken at a family reunion. Well, Bubba doesn’t 
stay in a hurt mood for too long at a time and soon 
put the chicken bones on another plate. He apolo-
gized for trespassing and not spotting the indi-
vidual’s mailbox when he pulled in with his boat. 
Bubba didn’t let it stop there though! This boy 
has seen an Enquirer and has an inquiring mind.
  The next thing Bubba wanted to know was if he 
had pulled in the driveway or ran over his lawn 
because his trolling motor did tear up some lily 
pads and he didn’t want to be held responsible. 
Well this gave the other boat something to discuss, 
but they were soon interrupted by Bubba’s next 
question.  “What do property and school taxes 
run a year on a place like this?” Bubba sincerely 
asked. “I’ve been thinking of getting a place like 
this of my own to retire to but don’t know if Bub-
bette and me can quite afford it! And, seeing you 
are a guide, is this portion of the lake zoned busi-
ness or residential and where does your proper-
ty line end?” Bubba went on to add with all the 
conviction and sincerity of a Baptist preacher at 
a hot summer night tent revival. Well the only re-
ply Bubba got referred to his mother and some-
thing about his heritage and then they left. He 
thought they didn’t show very much sportsman-
ship and they weren’t very sociable either because 

they wouldn’t even accept his invitation over.
  Bubba being the type of person he is didn’t wish 
to trespass on this individual’s property anymore. 
To make sure of this he followed them all day 
to see if he had any other property on the lake 
with maybe a mailbox in front of it. Bubba did 
not locate one at any of the places they went to 
and fished. He did of course mark the spots on 
his GPS and gave them to all his friends so they 
would know these spots did not belong to any-
one and they would not be trespassing if they 
fished there. Bubba is just that kind of guy!
  Another drawback on individuals that claim fish-
ing holes as their own is that now you have Bubba 
thinking! If the fish school there, shouldn’t you pay 
school taxes? If you plant a cedar tree there, isn’t 
that an improvement and property value would 
increase thus increasing your property taxes?
  So, when you are out on the lake, if you are one of 
those that seriously claims a fishing hole as your 
own, Bubba just might call the tax assessor on you!  

If you have news or photos on Lake 
Fork Contact Us! 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”

Lake Fork’s Lines To Get Hooked On!

  903-383-7747 or 903-360-6994
  email: fishnews@lakefork.net

Mid-Winter Bald Eagle Count
January 13th & 14th, 2018

Meeting at OakRidge Cafe each morning at about 7 A.M. to be ready 
and in place by 8 A.M. for the start of the count which will last until 

11 A.M. each morning.
OakRidge is located on Hwy. 154 about 1/4 mile from the 154 bridge.
We will have land routes as well as by the water, so if you have a boat 

that could be used it would really be appreciated. 

Please dress for the type of weather we may have and in Texas at 
this time of the year you never know.

If you have any questions call Sanford at 903-985-9825 or e-mail at
sanfordvalentine@att.net

Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 19-A)

a group of individuals fishing in a park on the 
lake. One of the individuals identified himself 
by a name that wardens learned was an alias and 
tagged with outstanding arrest warrants. The 
suspect was arrested without incident, but had 
an extensive criminal history, including assault 
on a public servant and assault with a deadly 
weapon. The subject’s warrant was a felony theft 
warrant out of Smith County and felony evad-
ing arrest from Corrigan Police Department.
--A Gator Tale--In March, a Duval County game 
warden got a tip about four individuals who had 
killed an alligator on the Nueces River in Mc-
Mullen County. The individual gave the warden 
a list of the four suspects, a narrative of how the 
violation was committed and a picture of two in-
dividuals posing with the alligator. Several war-
dens executed a search warrant of a residence 
where two of the suspects were located. After 
initial denials of any knowledge of the event, one 
of the suspects admitted to catching an alligator 
and knocking it out with a paddle, then taking it 
to the bank to kill and skin. He also implicated 
three other individuals in the crime; however, he 
claimed he had no idea where the alligator skull 
was. The second suspect was interviewed and 
corroborated the first suspect’s story and con-
firmed the involvement of two other individuals. 

A girlfriend of one of the suspects mentioned in 
passing the group typically throws all of their fish 
guts over the fence in the back lot. The game war-
dens searched the lot and found the alligator skull 
in the brush. One of the suspects knew where the 
third individual lived, and took the game war-
dens to his house. Upon seeing his accomplice 
and the game wardens, the third individual im-
mediately acknowledged that they were proba-
bly there because of the alligator and admitted to 
his involvement in killing the alligator. All of the 
suspects filled out statements naming themselves 
and each other in the crime. In total, 16 citations 
and civil restitution for the alligator are pending.
--Speared-- Comal County game wardens re-
sponded to the Guadalupe River in New Braunfels 
near the Faust Street Bridge on a report of a person 
illegally shooting bass with a homemade spear 
gun. Upon arrival, the wardens observed the sus-
pect in the river with his spear gun and in pos-
session of an undersized largemouth bass that he 
had caught/killed with the device. The man also 
did not have a fishing license. Cases are pending.
--Prop Scar--Comal County game wardens were 
called to the scene of a boating accident at Cranes 
Mill Marina on Canyon Lake where a 19-year-
old male was struck by a boat propeller when he 
jumped in the lake unexpectedly to relieve him-

self. The individual was struck on his left shin 
and calf and received a significant laceration re-
quiring medical transport to University Hospital 
in San Antonio. The investigation is still ongoing.
--Eaglets Down-- A Stephens County game war-
den received a call about a bald eagle’s nest that 
had blown out of a tree near Hubbard Creek Lake 
Dam. The reporting party stated they had seen 
young bald eagles in the nest earlier that week 
and that there were mature eagles circling the 
area around the destroyed nest. The warden lo-
cated the nest and found two juvenile bald eagles 
laying on the ground next to the nest. Both eagles 
appeared to be unharmed and in decent condi-
tion. Arrangements were made to take the birds 
to the wild bird rescue facility in Wichita Falls.
--The Joys of Spotlighting--Game war-
dens responded to a call in Refugio County 
about a vehicle spotlighting from the roadway. 
With assistance from the caller, the wardens 
stopped three individuals in a vehicle on a ru-
ral road. After a lengthy investigation and in-
terview, it was found the three subjects were, 
in fact, out joy riding with intentions of hunting 
from the road. Multiple citations were issued.

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.
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Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

Now The Newest Skeeter Dealer In Texas!
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!

Yamaha Technician In House

2018 Skeeter FX21LE

2018 Skeeter ZX225

Lake Fork
(903) 383-7885

     Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net
Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

“Great Rates ~ Make Your Reservations Today”
903-383-7885

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
15 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Covered Boat Parking • Clean Cabins • Full Baths

 Direct TV • Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Two Double Beds • Guide Services Available

Benjamin Weems ~ Owner

23rd Annual RAINS COUNTY EAGLE FEST (Continued from Page 1-A)

Although the weather is often unpredictable 
in January during the festival, winter is the 
best time to see the eagles since there is less 
foliage obstructing the view and their nests. 
  The Rains County Eagle Fest hosts visitors 
from all over the country.  This is a full day fes-
tival celebrating and highlighting the American 
Bald Eagles that live around Lake Fork, Lake 
Tawakoni and in Rains County.  The festival in-
cludes a line-up of live bird shows, educational 

exhibits and displays, fun wildlife presenta-
tions, interactive Aztec Dance performances, 
nature tours, craft and food vendors and more!  
A highlight of the festival is the bus and barge 
tours at Lake Fork and the special bus tours at 
the old Iron Bridge Crossing at the Sabine River 
Authority on Lake Tawakoni.  This is a special 
opportunity to view eagles and other birds and 
wildlife native to the area in their natural habitat. 
  General Admission is $5 for adults and teens.  

Children under 12 are free.  Bus and barge tours are 
available at an additional cost – Bus tours are $5 
per person; Barge tours are $35 per person. Tickets 
are available in advance online.  General Admis-
sion and Bus Tour tickets will also be available at 
the door (however, due to limited seating on the 
barge tours, tickets usually sell out in advance).   
  Full details and links are available at www.
visitrainscounty.com under the “EVENT” tab.
 (Fisherman’s Guide Photos by Don Hampton) 

The Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork held their 17th Annual 
Christmas Party and  General Meeting on December 16th at Bro’s Patio.
By Laws, Rules and the yearly election were held before all the fun start-
ed. Each of the members with wives brought a covered dish and gift for 
the White Elephant Drawing. Also at the event the Top 6 for 2017 were 
recognized for their accomplishment. From right to left, Angler of the 
Year, Kenny LaDuke, Chris Large, Don Hampton, Jim Martin, Leon 
Davis, and Rodney Ellis. Starting the 2018 year, if anyone would like to 
join this great club that has 2 open tournaments a year on Lake Fork 
and a tournament each month on lakes within an hour drive of Lake 
Fork, they can go to our website www.texastrailsbassmasters.com or call 
Rodney Ellis, President at 903-714-6473 or Don (Bubba) Hampton, Vice 
President/Tournament Director at 903-360-6994 or email fishnews@
lakefork.net. This club shares fishing information after each tournament 
in the meeting and are the Weight Masters at the Annual Kidfish on 
Lake Fork.
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Wood County National Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

Welcome Visitors & 
Anglers to Lake Fork & 

Happy
New Year!!!

www.wcnbquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank

of Gilmer"

For Tournaments, Bass Clubs, 
Guide Service, Special Functions, 

Family Reunions, & More
TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers, 

Sublimation Fishing Shirts
sales@clownco.com

You Do Not Own The Water or Lake (Continued from Page 1-A)

cases and a few others. They even believe they 
can get away with it by putting vulgar notes on 
windshields of vehicles. This is still harassment 
and all cases should be reported. If this happens 
to any of you, video it on your cell phone and 
please by all means report it to the game wardens.
  To further educate all of those 
I’m referring to here is the LAW.
  Harrassment of Hunters, Trappers, or 
Anglers (Sportsmen’s Rights Act-TPWD 
Code, s62.0125) is punishable by a fine 
of $200 to $2,000 and/or 180 days in Jail.  
Summary:   
This law represents Texas’ hunter harassment law, 
also known as the Sportsman’s Rights Act. Under 
the section, a person may not intentionally inter-
fere with another person lawfully engaged in the 
process of hunting, fishing, or catching wildlife, or 
intentionally harass, drive, or disturb any wildlife 
for the purpose of disrupting lawful hunting. Vio-
lation is a Class B misdemeanor. It is an affirmative 
defense to prosecution that the defendant’s conduct 
is protected by the right to freedom of speech under 
the constitution of this state or the United States. 
Statute Text
(a) This section may be cited as the Sportsman’s 
Rights Act.
(b) In this section:

(1) “Wildlife” means all species of wild mam-
mals, birds, fish, reptiles, or amphibians.
(2) “Process of hunting or catching” means any act 
directed at the lawful hunting or catching of wild-
life, including camping or other acts preparatory to 
hunting or catching of wildlife that occur on land 
or water on which the affected person has the right 
or privilege of hunting or catching that wildlife.
(c) No person may intentionally interfere with 
another person lawfully engaged in the pro-
cess of hunting, fishing or catching wildlife.
(d) No person may intentionally harass, drive, 
or disturb any wildlife for the purpose of dis-
rupting a person lawfully engaged in the pro-
cess of hunting, fishing, or catching wildlife.
(e) No person may enter or remain on public land 
or enter or remain on private land without the 
landowner’s or his agent’s consent if the person 
intends to disrupt another person lawfully engaged 
in the process of hunting or catching wildlife.
(f) This section does not apply to a peace officer of 
this state, a law enforcement officer of the United 
States, a member of the armed forces of the Unit-
ed States or of this state, or employees of the de-
partment or other state or federal agencies having 
statutory responsibility to manage wildlife or land 
during the time that the officer, member, or em-
ployee is in the actual discharge of official duties.

(g) A person who violates this sec-
tion commits an offense. An offense un-
der this section is a Class B misdemeanor.
(h) It is an affirmative defense to prosecu-
tion that the defendant’s conduct is protected 
by the right to freedom of speech under the 
constitution of this state or the United States.
  Fishing and hunting are recreational sports, let 
us all practice good sportsmanship. It doesn’t take 
that much effort to hunt and fish friendly. Read 
what Bubba has to say about it on Page 2-A.

Rainbow Trout (Continued from Page 7-A)

lb. test or less, small 
bobbers (optional), 
and small split shot. 
For bait, bring salmon 
eggs, whole kernel 
corn, marshmallows, 
small worms or pre-
pared trout bait (Berk-
ley PowerBait Hatch-
ery Formula Chews or 
similar). Small roost-
er-tail spinners work 
well. If you intend 

to keep trout, make 
sure to pack a string-
er or small cooler.
How to Get Here: 
From ESE Loop 323 
in Tyler, go south-
east on University 
Blvd. (Spur 248). 
Take a right turn on 
F.M. 848 (Bascom 
Road). Go 0.2 miles 
and turn right at The 
Nature Center gate. 

Please park in des-
ignated areas in the 
main parking area 
and walk to the pond 
using the concrete 
trail near the kiosk.
  A complete list of 
trout stocking dates 
and locations is avail-
able at www.tpwd.tex-
as.gov/troutstocking

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:
The Fisherman's 

Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497



Patience and Electronics are the key for January (Continued from Page 6-A)
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A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

Zach Turner with 
David Ozio

Mike Payne & Lewis 
Keese with David Ozio

David Hansen with 
David Ozio

Practice 
C.P.R.

Catch * Photo

Release

R V  L O T S  F O R  L E A S E
Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
 3 Usable Concrete Boat Ramps

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 
YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 60’ Level Concrete Pads, 
Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity, 

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.
Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers

Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only
Owned By Christian American

Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!! 
WE ARE THE BEST!!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Caney Poit RV Resort

Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM  Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Lewis Keese with 
David Ozio

4th Place

If you have news or photos on Lake 
Fork Contact Us! 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”

Lake Fork’s Lines To Get Hooked On!

  903-383-7747 or 903-360-6994
  email: fishnews@lakefork.net

(See Toyota ShareLunkers..... Continued on Page 14-A)

edge. Experiment to see where the green fish 
might be positioned. Make some casts out to the 
deep edge of the grass and slow roll the bait back 
to the boat. You might be surprised at the results.
     January is also a great month to catch num-
bers on the power plant lakes. If cabin fever has 
set in, give me a call and we can wear them out 
where the water temps are summer like. If you 
are headed out to Lake Fork in January searching 
for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be a 
part of this trophy quest. I also have gift certifi-
cates available if you have friends or loved one’s 

who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. You can 
contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at skee-
t21c@aol.com. You can follow me on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/DavidOzioLake-
ForkGuide. I post my daily trip results on this 
page. I would also like to thank Okuma Fishing 
and Talon Custom Lures for making my job the 
blast that it is. They produce excellent products 
that make chasing big green fish a dream. I hope 
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. 
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.”

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.

Toyota ShareLunker Program Announces 2018 Season Changes
  For more than 30 years, the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department’s (TPWD) Toyota Share-
Lunker Program has partnered with anglers 
to enhance bass fishing in Texas. This year, 
the program is launching Jan. 1, 2018, with 
a new year-round participation season and 
more opportunities for anglers to participate 
and be recognized for contributions. The pro-
gram also has a new logo and look that con-
veys the excitement of catching a lunker bass.
  “Angler recognition continues to be a pri-
mary goal of the Toyota ShareLunker pro-
gram,” said Kyle Brookshear, Toyota Share-
Lunker program coordinator. “This year 
for the first time ever anglers who catch 
a largemouth bass 8 pounds or larger can 
participate simply by providing important 
catch information for us to use to improve 
bass fisheries science. We will be recog-
nizing and rewarding these anglers as well 
as those anglers who loan their lunker bass 
weighing 13 pound or greater to our breed-
ing program during the spawning season.”
  The four new levels of achievement are:
Lunker Legacy Class: Every angler who loans 
a 13 pound or larger bass to the Toyota Share-
Lunker program during the spawning period 
Jan. 1 to March 31 will join the prestigious 

Lunker Legacy Class. These valuable fish are 
an integral piece of the Toyota ShareLunker 
selective breeding and stocking program and 
anglers will be eligible for an exciting prize 
package commensurate with the importance 
of sharing their lunker. Each Lunker Legacy 
Class angler will receive a Toyota ShareLunk-
er Catch Kit containing branded merchandise 
and fishing tackle items, a 13lb+ Legacy de-
cal, VIP access to awards programming at 
the Toyota Bassmaster Texas Fest, a replica 
of their fish, and an entry into the year-end 
ShareLunker Prize Drawing to win a $5,000 
shopping spree and an annual fishing license. 
These anglers will also be entered into the 
Legacy Class Prize Drawing for a $5,000 shop-
ping spree and an annual fishing license at the 
end of the spawning period March 31. Addi-
tional prizes may be included in both of these 
prize drawings prior to their entry deadlines.
Lunker Legend Class: Anglers who enter a 13 
pound or larger largemouth bass Jan. 1 through 
Dec. 31 will become a part of the Lunker Leg-
end Class. These anglers will receive a Toy-
ota ShareLunker Catch Kit containing brand-
ed merchandise and fishing tackle items, 
a 13lb+ decal to display their achievement, 
a replica of their fish, and an entry into the 

year-end ShareLunker Prize Drawing for a 
$5,000 shopping spree and an annual fishing 
license. Additional prizes may be included in 
the prize drawing prior to its entry deadline.
Lunker Elite Class: Anglers catching double-
digit largemouth bass 10 to 12.99 pounds Jan. 
1 through Dec. 31 will become a part of the 
Lunker Elite Class. These anglers will re-
ceive a Toyota ShareLunker Catch Kit con-
taining branded merchandise and fishing 
tackle items, a 10lb+ decal to display their 
achievement, and an entry into the year-end 
ShareLunker Prize Drawing for a $5,000 
shopping spree and an annual fishing li-
cense. Additional prizes may be included in 
the prize drawing prior to its entry deadline.
Lunker Class: Anglers entering largemouth 
bass at least 8 pounds or 24 inches Jan. 1 
through Dec. 31 will be recognized at the 
Lunker Class level. These anglers will re-
ceive a Toyota ShareLunker Catch Kit con-
taining branded merchandise and fishing 
tackle items, an 8lb+ decal to display their 
achievement, and an entry into the year-end 
ShareLunker Prize Drawing for a $5,000 
shopping spree and an annual fishing li-
cense. Additional prizes may be included in 
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

Hours
10 AM till 

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners
“Don’t Let The Cold 

Weather Get You Down 
We Have What Will 
Warm Your Spirits!”

We Have All Of
Your Favorite

Beverages Here!

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Practice Safe
Boating

(See Patience and ........
  Continued on Page 20-A)

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

See Us on Facebook

Friday-Sunday

Patience and Electronics are the key for January
By David Ozio

  “The cold season is well upon us heading into 
the new year and water temps will be the key as 
we rebound off one of the worst cold snaps we 
have encountered in years. January can be classed 
as “big fish month” if you have the patience to 
endure adverse conditions and just a few bites. 
Handle those categories and you can be reward-
ed handsomely with a double digit of a life time.
  As it stands now, the lake is a foot low and the 
water temps are hovering around the low 50’s 
which points to the fact that most bass have set 
up on their winter haunts out in deep water. I 
suspect these water temps will drop even fur-
ther into the mid 40’s as we cruise into January. 

Their feeding habits are slowed down due to the 
cold water and one good meal could last them a 
while. The key is to target schools of shad and 
barfish in the 20-30 foot range. Good electronics 
are the key and pay strict attention to the hooks 
that surround the school. The A-rig will be the 
go to set up to target these monster bass and rig 
it with any five inch swimbait on a 3/16 oz head. 
A flutter spoon or jigging spoon will also do the 
trick and my color choice will be gold. Focus 
your search on humps, roadbeds, long points and 
pond dams. If you notice the big arches laying on 
the bottom, switch to the Cariolina rig or foot-
ball jig in black/blue to attract the larger bites. 
Use a long leader on your C-rig with a 3/0 or 4/0 
hook. Creature baits, large worms or giants liz-
ards will be the baits of choice. I use blue fleck 
and chartreuse pepper on cloudy days and water-
melon red or watermelon candy colors when the 
suns beaming down in full force. Drop shots will 
play a huge roll in the coming months especially 
if the lake stays at this level or slightly below.
January is the time of the year when the ultra gi-
ants are moving around and it offers the extreme 
possibility to boat the trophy of your dreams.
     Fishing shallow on the bright sunny days is the 
place to be, especially between 2:00 and 5:00pm. 

It is the warmest part of the day and the top layer 
of water offers comfort to the sluggish bass. Veg-
etation is the attraction for these bass and I would 
throw a rattletrap or chatterbait to draw a strike. 
Depending upon the water temp, a suspending 
jerkbait would be the ticket if the temps are lag-
ging into the mid 40’s. Red colors are the main 
choice for the moving baits and I would have a 
chrome version tied on as a backup. Gold has 
worked well on partly cloudy days and I always 
keep one handy on whatever lure I present. Don’t 
be afraid to hurl them into the thick grass and rip 
it out as bass will hit it once it clears the outer 

(See Game Warden .....     
Continued on Page 23-A)

Game Warden Field Notes
  The following items 
are compiled from 
recent Texas Parks 
and Wildlife De-
partment law en-
forcement reports.
--That’s Not Neigh-
borly--A Titus County 
game warden received 
a trespassing complaint 
in the Miller’s Cove 
area of Titus County. 
The land owner said he 
found a large hog trap 
on his property and he 
does not allow hunt-
ing. The land owner 
did not know who the 
trap belonged to but 
he suspected it was a 
neighbor that owed 
him money. The game 
warden contacted the 
neighbor and received 
a confession. Cita-
tions were issued for 
no hunting license and 
criminal trespassing. A 
warning was also giv-
en for hunting without 
landowner’s consent.
--Lively Crappie-
-A Jackson County 
game warden and his 

ride along were pa-
trolling the Navidad 
River south of Lake 
Texana dam when they 
came upon some ille-
gal throw lines. After 
inspecting numerous 
lines, the warden came 
upon a line that was 
baited with an under-
sized crappie. Due to 
the liveliness of the 
crappie, he knew the 
bait was freshly placed 
onto the line. The war-
den proceeded down 
river to see if they 
could find the suspect 
who placed the lines. 
He witnessed a boat 
in the middle of the 
river channel and after 
making a water safety 
contact he was able 
to determine that this 
was the individual who 
had placed the lines. 
The said individual 
received a citation for 
using game fish as bait 
as well as warnings 
for undersized crappie 
and gear tag violations.
--Baiting the Baiters-

-On opening day of the 
spring Eastern turkey 
hunting season, Red 
River County game 
wardens were revisit-
ing areas they had dis-
covered during recent 
patrols that had been 
baited with corn. They 
observed four separate 
hunters actively hunt-
ing Eastern turkey over 
bait in violation of state 
game laws. One hunter 
shot a turkey over the 
bait, but was unsuc-
cessful in finding it. 
Other hunting license 
violations were also 
encountered during 
these contacts. Mul-
tiple cases are pending.
--Net Loss-- Respond-
ing to a tip from an 
Operation Game Thief 
call, a Tarrant County 
game warden caught 
four men fishing with 
a cast net and keeping 
game fish in violation 
of state fishing laws. 
The men were in pos-
session of 130 crap-
pie, 64 yellow bass, 

8 black bass, and 37 
perch. About 50 of the 
crappie and bass were 
undersized. None of 
the men had fishing li-
censes. The fish were 
cleaned and donated. 
Multiple cases filed.
--Caught with the 
Loot--Game wardens 
patrolling the tornado 
disaster area in Van 
Zandt County to mini-
mize looting problems 
and enforce a manda-
tory curfew stopped 
a suspicious vehicle 

filled with several mis-
cellaneous items that 
appeared to be po-
tentially stolen from 
homes in the area. 
Upon questioning the 
subject and searching 
the vehicle, it was dis-
covered he was in pos-
session of 18 grams of 
a crystal like substance 
believed to be meth-
amphetamine, mari-
juana, scales, baggies, 
and other drug para-
phernalia. With as-
sistance from the Van 

Zandt County Sher-
iff’s Office and state 
troopers, the subject 
was then transported 
and booked into the 
Van Zandt County Jail 
for manufacturing and 
distributing narcotics, 
a first degree felony. 
Cases are pending.
--a.k.a Under Arrest-
-Smith County game 
wardens were patrol-
ling Lake Tyler when 
they made contact with 
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca 
* Amber * Mary Ann * Samantha  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

      Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com
903-638-1170 

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX
At Our Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup

‘Pack of Knowledge’ “Tips for Targeting Bigger Bass”

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship
& Help Keep 

Our Lake Clean

By Andrew Grills

   There may be some luck involved when someone 
comes along and catches a double digit bass on 
their first trip to Lake Fork. However, when some-
one regularly catches big fish, it isn’t an accident. 
There are a few things that I believe increase the 
odds of catching bigger fish on a consistent basis. 
Here are some tips that seemed to pay off for us 
this past year, and resulted in some big catches. 
  We’ve all heard the saying that big baits 
catch big fish. While there are times and cir-
cumstances where the opposite can be true, in 

most cases bigger lures produce bigger bites. 
More often than not, we erred on the side of 
using larger than normal lures this past year.
  For instance, in a scenario where we would’ve 
normally used a regular sized fluke, we rigged 
a magnum fluke instead. When we would’ve 
reached for a 5 inch flutter spoon, we opted for 
the biggest spoon we could get our hands on. 
Rather than tossing a 5 inch paddle tail swim-
bait, we found ourselves throwing much larger 
swimbaits on tackle that could be mistaken for 
deep sea fishing equipment. In many cases this 
meant sacrificing quantity in place of quality. 
  We were also careful about location. We all 
know big bass feed and position near structure. 
Points, creek channels, humps, and roadbeds are 
among favorite big bass hangouts. Focusing on 
areas with key structure, and often a combination 
of more than one type of structure paid off. For 
example, a point with a roadbed crossing it and a 
creek channel bending against it will hold big bass 
when the time is right. Spending more time in ar-
eas like this resulted in some big catches for us.
  Another thing we were mindful of was our 
equipment. Sometimes a customer doesn’t want 
to hear that their favorite new rod and reel is 
insufficient to handle a lunker. In some cases 
we spent the first portion of the day learning to 

use baitcasting equipment, or replacing light 
line with 20lb test. Reminders to check the drag 
and make sure it was tight, and to double check 
that knot... all of the little things we can eas-
ily overlook are things that can make the differ-
ence between someone catching the biggest fish 
of their life or just another one that got away.
  Finally, timing is a very important factor we tried 
to keep in mind. We all know being at the right 
place, at the right time pretty much sums it up. 
However, the right time can often be the most dif-
ficult time to fish. Some of my best days ever have 
been while a strong front is passing through or right 
after. There are several reasons fish get active un-
der these conditions, but the main thing to keep in 
mind is that this is when a big bass makes mistakes.
  Periods of consistent, stable weather are also 
worth paying attention to. Florida strain bass 
are not big fans of change, and after several 
days of stable weather conditions one should 
expect the bite to be pretty good. During these 
periods, and the hours leading up to the next 
front are times to fish as much as possible. 
  Hopefully these tips give you some ideas that will 
help you catch more big bass in 2018. Its my goal 
for this coming year to be even better. I believe 
paying attention to baits, location, equipment, 
and timing can help put more lunkers in the boat.

Look For New Opening
Hours, Menu Items, & 

Specials!!!
Are You Ready 

for Some
“Crawfish”

Opening Date Feb. 15th

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

One Stop Sandwich Shop
Open 10 am to 2:30 pm

NEW ITEM
READY IN

JANUARY!!!

Opening 
February

15th

“Be 

The Fish!”

Rainbow Trout Coming to Tyler’s Nature Center
  Take a kid fishing 
and help them bag 
colorful rainbow trout 
for free during the 
12th annual “Trails 
to Trout” fishing days 
held in January at The 
Tyler Nature Center. 
The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) is stocking 
2,000 rainbow trout 
at the pond for adult 
and child team fish-
ing from 8:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Jan. 6 and 13.
  There is no regis-
tration required and 
no need to purchase 
a fishing license - all 
anglers need to bring 
is fishing equipment 
and bait. The East 
Texas Woods and Wa-
ters Foundation (ET-
WWF) and TPWD 

will provide the rest, 
including staff on-
hand to assist begin-
ner fishing duos and 
limited fishing equip-
ment for those who 
need it on a first-come, 
first-served basis.
  “Anglers have the 
option of releasing 
their catch but are 
encouraged to keep 
up to a limit of five 
[rainbow trout] per 
person to take home,” 
said Spencer Dumont, 
East Texas Region-
al Fisheries Direc-
tor. “We also have 
fish-cleaning facili-
ties and ice available 
courtesy of the East 
Texas Woods and 
Waters Foundation.”
  In addition to the 
daily bag limit of 

five rainbow trout, 
anglers can also 
keep up to one chan-
nel catfish per day.
  After a day of fish-
ing at the pond head 
over to the nearby 
outdoor hiking trails 
to complete the great 
outdoors experience.
Recommended Equip-
ment: Each child will 
need a light-action 
rod and reel combina-
tion with small fishing 
hooks, light line 12 
(See Rainbow Trout...
  Continued on Page 21-A)
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

A New Year and New Equipment

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:
The Fisherman's 

Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

(Continued on Next Page)

By Terri Moon

  I can’t begin to tell 
you how excited I am 
to start out the New 
Year with blessings 
of all new equipment 
starting with a new 
Skeeter Solera boat. 
This will be a new ad-
venture for me because 
all I’ve ever known is 
my 1997 Champion 
“Fish Hunter” – but she 
is old and tired! (I’m 
feeling a little “separa-
tion anxiety”), but still 
very excited for new 
beginnings!   Believe 
it or not I still haven’t 
gotten to see it yet. It’s 
waiting for me to get 
back from Missouri! 
  I’m trying to get my 
mom and dad both 
well enough to come 
to Texas for a visit and 
we’re getting really 
close to that happen-
ing. Thanks for all the 
prayers and well wish-
es. We’ve got a couple 
more Dr. approvals 
to go and then we’re 
headed south! (They 
are pretty excited about 
seeing the boat too!) 
  I can’t wait for you 
all to see it also. I will 
have new Lowrance 
HDS units with down 
and side imaging and 
my favorite of ALL 
time – my MinnKota 
Ultrex trolling motor. 
It’s the ultimate! Plus I 
will have new Shimano 
5’6” Clarus Rods and 
Shimano 500 Sahara 
Reels, spooled with 8# 
Suffix Siege hi/vis tan-
gerine line. Wow – this 
boat even has an awe-
some stereo and phone 
chargers! I think you’re 
going to love the comfy 
seats and boat layout. 

  I am looking for-
ward to hearing all 
your opinions on what 
would make this boat 
more accommodating 
to the crappie fisher-
men. (They are listen-
ing!) The crappie world 
is exploding right now 
and I’m glad Skee-
ter wants to be a part 
of it! They are mak-
ing the perfect balance 
of “fish and fun”! I 
can’t wait for the ex-
citing year to come!
  But for now – the 
coldest weather is hit-
ting New Years day so 
if your crappie aren’t 
where they were, you 
better start looking a lit-
tle deeper. Find the shad 
off main lake points, 
deep water humps, 
and deep creek chan-
nel bends. This is also a 
good time to rig double 
jigs about a foot apart 
for “double” the excite-
ment when you catch 
2 at a time! I will usu-
ally put a 1/8 oz. Bubba 
Bait on the bottom and 
a Lake Fork Tackle 
“Live Baby Shad” on 
1/16 oz. jig head on 
top with a loop knot.
  Now if it’s just too 
cold to go fishing, this 

is the month to check 
out all the new equip-
ment, latest tackle and 
what’s happening in 
the boating world at 
all of your “Boat and 
Tackle Shows” in your 
area. Also, if you ha-
ven’t done it yet, it’s a 
great time to get your 
boat serviced and ready 
for the upcoming year 
ahead. I recommend 
Chuck, Perry or Greg 
at Service Marine in 
Emory or Bryan or 
Billy, at Sartin Marine 
in Yantis. All of these 
guys have kept me go-
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LIFE TIME WARRANTY
“Let me install your bow lights today!”

Complete Line of 
Lowrance Products

On The Lake Instructions With All Electronics 
8” ~ 20” BLUEWATERLED Lights 

With On/Off Dimmer Switch • Parts & Labor Included •
All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint • Also Available for Boats, 

Trailers, Motorcycles, Motor Homes, Golf Carts, Truck Beds,  
Fishing Docks, Patios

For Safety and Style Let The Specialist Give you a 
New Look On the Water! Call Today!

Lake Fork Boat Accessories
LED Lighting & Installation Specialist
All Types Electronics * Trolling Motors

Bill Macon  205-441-5399
lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com

Lake Fork’s Northeast Marina 
“Where the Fish and the Coffee Bite”

5409 F.M. 2966 Yantis, TX 75497
Hours: Tuesday-Sunday 6am to 6pm, Closed Mondays

Live Bait • Frozen Bait
Fishing Tackle

Cold Drinks • Coffee
Ice • Snacks

Friendly New Owners

Water Accessible • New Fishing Pier and Gangway 
Concrete Boat Ramp (Ask Us About An Annual Pass)

19 RV Spots Now Available
1200 sqft Fisherman’s Studio Sleeps 4

903-383-3408

Owners: 
Kathy and Phil Shadwell

ing all these years. Many thanks to each of you!
  Also a big thank you to Fred at Dia-
mond Sports Marine in Yantis for han-
dling all of our Skeeter needs in the area.
  Don’t let this cold weather slow you down. 
There is plenty to do to be ready for the next 
“nice” day! Believe it or not we are only about 
4 weeks away from the “big ones” moving in – 
so don’t forget to book early for best dates, 903-
335-0941 and accommodation availability at 
the beautiful Lake Fork Marina 903-765-2764. 

They can accommodate all your fishing needs!
  Wishing   everyone    the    very    best    in   the  
upcoming year!
  
  Many thanks to all of you that have contributed 
to the care and upkeep for our beautiful “Camp 
Dog Buddy” and especially to Scuba Steve who 
not only opened his heart but his home for a warm 
place for Buddy to sleep in this cold weather.
  Love to All!!!    

Recovering America’s Wildlife Act Would Bring $63 Million Per Year to Texas (Continued from Page 15-A)

store threatened and endangered species, 
costs that could be avoided or greatly re-
duced if proactive conservation measures 
were implemented first. Proactive conser-
vation is good for wildlife, good for tax-
payers, good for business and good for our 
communities. The Recovering America’s 
Wildlife Act would provide the needed re-
sources for proactive conservation nationwide.
  The bill is being called the most impor-
tant American wildlife conservation pro-
posal since passage of two landmark fed-
eral laws Pittman-Robertson in 1937 and 
Dingell-Johnson in 1950, which provid-
ed breakthrough funding for game fish 
and animals on the brink of extinction.
  “America’s hunters, anglers, recreation-
al shooters, and boaters have been the pri-
mary funders of state-based conservation 
efforts to this day,” said Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Foundation President Jeff 
Crane. “This recommendation simply di-
rects funding for conservation from oth-
er sectors that use our natural resources.”
  “We thank Representatives Fortenberry 
and Dingell for introducing the historic Re-
covering America’s Wildlife Act,” said Col-
lin O’Mara, President and CEO of the Na-

tional Wildlife Federation. “This bill will 
help thousands of wildlife species through 
proactive, collaborative, on-the-ground ef-
forts. The approach is unique because it calls 
for early action to save struggling wildlife, 
rather than waiting until species are on the 
brink of extinction and need expensive ‘emer-
gency room’ measures to recover. When this 
bill becomes law, we will increase wildlife 
populations, strengthen America’s economy, 
and reduce the need for regulatory measures.”
  “A lot is at stake if we do not act soon. Ev-
ery American benefits when we have healthy 
and accessible fish and wildlife. We need to 
start down a new path where we invest proac-
tively in conservation rather than reactively.”
  More information about the Recovering Amer-
ica’s Wildlife Act is on the alliance national 
website at OurNatureUSA.com or on the Tex-
as chapter website at txwildlifealliance.org.
About the Alliance for Amer-
ica’s Fish & Wildlife:
The Alliance for America’s Fish and Wildlife 
formed in 2017 to secure funding for much 
needed conservation of our most precious 
natural resources, our fish and wildlife. The 
Alliance was built upon the strong partner-
ship created by the Blue Ribbon Panel on 

Sustaining America’s Diverse Fish & Wild-
life Resources. The Texas chapter includes 
more than 200 member organizations repre-
senting more than a million Texans. The di-
verse Texas coalition consists of landowners, 
conservation organizations, privately-held 
businesses, sportsmen’s groups, church con-
gregations, educational institutions, and other 
civic organizations, who have come together 
to support fish and wildlife conservation, out-
door recreation, and conservation education.
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903-335-0941

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping  
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional 
Guide

John Morris
Phone: (903) 413-6919         
Email: 
    bassmr@geusnet.com
web: 
    www.jmguideservice.com

Golden Alga Returns to Several West Texas Reservoirs

PROPANE BY THE GALLON
BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED

FISHING TACKLE ~ LIVE BAIT & FROZEN 

BLACK SALTY’S 
For Big Bass & Catfish~Minnows for Crappie
Open Mon. Tues. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 6am ~ 6pm

Wednesday 6am ~12 noon
Closed Sunday

HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-7686       

IN THE SAME LOCATION OVER 30 YEARS
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

Owners
Brian & Melissa  

Clayton
Hunting & Fishing
License Available       

Entry Forms Soon Available At All Local 
Businesses or online:

www.legendoflakefork.com
or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on 

Mailing List!!

14th Annual Legend
Of Lake Fork

Big Bass Tournament
May 18, 19, 20, 2018

$330,000
Guaranteed In 
Cash & Prizes

All Boats, Makes & 
Models Welcome!!

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”
Visit Us OnLine www.fishguidenews.com

Recovering America’s Wildlife Act Would Bring $63 Million Per Year to Texas
  A nationwide alliance of government, busi-
ness, education and conservation leaders has 
united to combat one of America’s great-
est threats--the decline of our fish and wild-
life and their natural habitats, and what this 
means for people and the economy. Scien-
tists estimate that one-third of wildlife spe-
cies in the United States are at risk of be-
coming threatened or endangered without 
additional funding for their conservation.
  The Alliance for America’s Fish & Wild-
life, a national group with a sizeable Texas 
chapter, supports a congressional proposal to 
create a 21st-century wildlife conservation 
funding model. This effort grew out of the 
Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining America’s 
Diverse Fish & Wildlife Resources, involv-
ing members representing the outdoor rec-
reation, retail and manufacturing sector, the 
energy and automotive industries, private 
landowners, educational institutions, conser-
vation organizations, sportsmen’s groups and 
state and federal fish and wildlife agencies.
  The bipartisan Recovering America’s Wild-
life Act, H.R. 4647, introduced by Represen-
tatives Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE) and Debbie 
Dingell (D-MI), would redirect $1.3 billion in 
existing royalties annually from energy and 

mineral development on federal lands and 
waters, money not currently earmarked for 
any specific fund or purpose. This approach 
would not require taxpayers or businesses to 
pay more, but would redirect funds to invest 
in fish and wildlife conservation. RAWA al-
locations would follow a formula based on a 
state’s human population size and land area. 
Texas would receive the maximum allowed, 5 
percent, or $63 million currently. Combined 
with the required non-federal match of 25 
percent, Texas would have almost $80 million 
per year for research, habitat management and 
protection, land acquisition, education, law 
enforcement, and outdoor recreation focused 
on Species of Greatest Conservation Need 
(SGCN) listed in the Texas Conservation 
Action Plan. A preliminary report by Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department explains what 
the bill would mean for Texas, outlines Texas 
goals and objectives, and highlights examples 
showing how funds could be spent in Texas.
“For Texas, the Recovering America’s 
Wildlife Act would mean transformative 
change for people and wildlife, the kind of 
breakthrough that comes once in a genera-
tion,” said Carter Smith, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department executive director.

  “Passage of this bill would galvanize state 
efforts to conserve and restore more than 
1,300 nongame fish and wildlife species of 
concern here in the Lone Star State. By fo-
cusing on these species and their habitats, 
we could keep common species common and 
avoid the need for endangered species list-
ings by getting ahead of wildlife declines 
while there’s still time to act. That’s good 
for jobs and the economy as well as wild-
life, which is why this plan started with buy-
in from industry and business. These spe-
cies and the habitats where they live are the 
‘goose that lays the golden egg’ which sustain 
multi-billion-dollar nature tourism industries 
in our state, as well as clean air and water 
and healthy outdoor recreation. H.R. XXXX 
would mean millions in new grants to non-
profits, universities, landowners, local com-
munities and others. Besides natural resource 
benefits, this could also transform nature-
based recreation and education opportuni-
ties for people of all ages, including children 
and families. It would be the greatest wild-
life conservation breakthrough in decades.”
  It currently costs the American public hun-
dreds of millions of dollars each year to re-

(See Recovering America’s........Continued on Page 16-A) 

  Biologists with the 
Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department are 
monitoring increasing 
golden alga levels in 
reservoirs and rivers 
around San Angelo.
  Golden alga is a sin-
gle-celled organism 
that, under certain 
environmental con-
ditions, can release 

toxins that affect fish, 
freshwater mussels 
and the juvenile stage 
of frogs and other 
amphibians. Golden 
alga only effects gill-
breathing animals and 
poses no threat to hu-
mans or livestock.
  Concern over increas-
ing golden alga cell 
counts began when 

moderate toxicity and 
a significant increase 
in golden alga cells in 
E.V Spence Reservoir.
  “Although several 
large dead fish, in-
cluding largemouth 
bass, catfish, and 
carp were reported 
by anglers, we have 
not yet seen a wide-
spread fish kill at 
E.V. Spence,” said 
Lynn Wright, TPWD 
Fisheries Biologist 
in San Angelo.   “At 
this time, it appears 
golden alga is hav-
ing a limited impact 
on fish populations 
in the reservoir, but 
it is early in the sea-

golden alga monitor-
ing on Nov. 7 showed 
low toxicity in E.V. 
Spence Reservoir. 
Then in early Decem-
ber, anglers reported 
several large dead 
fish at the reservoir, 
which prompted ad-
ditional samples. Wa-
ter samples collected 
on Dec. 11 indicated 

son and further devel-
opment is possible.”
  Additionally, two 
reservoirs that have a 
history of golden alga 
problems, Colorado 
City and Moss Creek 
Reservoir, are also 
currently being af-
fected. Colorado City 
Reservoir, which has 
been severely impact-
ed annually by gold-
en alga since 2001, 
showed high toxicity. 
Dead fish, including 
bullhead catfish and 
common carp, were 
also observed along 
the shoreline. Moss 
Creek had low toxicity 
on Nov. 7, but no dead 

fish were observed.
  Golden alga was 
also found in the Con-
cho River at Mullins 
Crossing at a mod-
erate toxicity, but to 
date no dead fish have 
been observed in the 
Concho River. This 
section of the Concho 
River experienced a 
golden alga fish kill 
in the spring this year.
  The good news is 
that locations where 
golden alga had pre-
viously been docu-
mented, including 
the Colorado River, 
O.H. Ivie Reservoir, 
Champion Creek and 
Brady Creek Reser-
voir were sampled 
and showed no tox-
icity in the samples.
  The San Angelo 
fisheries management 
office, in coordina-
tion with other agen-
cies, will continue to 
monitor golden alga 
throughout the winter 
and spring. Although 
large-scale treatment 
for golden alga is not 
feasible, TPWD biolo-
gists will evaluate the 
need for fish stock-
ing after the golden 
alga blooms subside.
  First discovered in 
Texas in 1985, gold-
en alga (Prymnesium 
parvum) has since 
been responsible 
for fish kills in the 
Colorado, Canadian, 
Wichita, Red and 
Brazos river systems.
  Additional infor-
mation about golden 
alga and its effects 
on Texas reservoirs 
can be found online at 
http://tpwd.texas.gov/
landwater/water/envi-
ronconcerns/hab/ga/.

Practice C.P.R.



Boat Trailer Steps by Easy Step Systems LLC Fixed and Swing 
Away Models Available Five Easy Step Models To Choose From

Easy Step System 
boat trailer steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
• No more slipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer fenders with your 
shoes
• No more worrying 
about loading or un-
loading your boat by 
yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when entering and exit-
ing
• Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish 
for a lasting new ap-
pearance.
• Capacity rating
400 lbs.

Endorsed By:

Proud Sponsor of the “14th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.
 web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com

Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

The ESS-3
  A 3-step Powder-Coated 
Steel model that fits most 
air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3-SS
  A 3-step Galva-
nized Steel model 
that fits most air, 
aluminum, bass, 
flats, and pleasure 
boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away 
tongue trailers.

The ESS-4
  A 4-step model that 
fits most bay, center 
console, and high bow 
pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-4-SS
  A 4-step Galvanized 
Steel model that fits 
most bay, center con-
sole, and high bow 
pleasure boat 
trailers.

Easy Step System
boat trailer steps

mount to the tongue
or frame of your

trailer so you can
load or unload
everyone and

everything on or off
of your boat safely

and easily while still
on the trailer.

Made In America
In Tyler, Texas

System LLC

New From 
Easy Step System

3 - Step Side Mount 
Model ESS-3 18-SM
Offset to allow more 

mounting options
400-lb load limit

NEW

"The Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”, 
The Fisherman's Guide News, 'Bassin With Bubba' 

The Wish To Fish Foundation
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ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

“All Newly Remodeled!”

We Now Fill Propane Bottles

Toyota ShareLunker Program Announces 2018 Season Changes (Continued from Page 5-A)

the prize drawing prior to its entry deadline.
  A new logo and new tagline, “Bigger Bet-
ter Bass” highlight the branding changes to 
the program, which also includes new Toyota 
ShareLunker branded merchandise for priz-
es, updated marketing materials and a new 
website and mobile application to make it 
easy to enter your catch in the program and 
keep up with the latest ShareLunker news.

  Starting Jan. 1, anglers will now be able 
to quickly enter their catch on their smart-
phone using the new Toyota ShareLunker 
mobile application, which will be available 
for free download in the iTunes app store and 
on Google play or online on the new Toyo-
ta ShareLunker website, texassharelunker.
com.   The digital entry forms will allow an-
glers to easily submit photos of the fish be-

ing properly measured, weighed and held. 
Other entry criteria will be detailed on the 
website and mobile application Jan. 1, the 
official start of the new yearlong season.
  In addition to providing information and 
photos of their fish, anglers will also be 
able to provide a genetic sample of their 
largemouth bass by collecting and send-
ing fish scales to TPWD using simple in-
structions from the app and website. These 
data will help fisheries biologists evalu-
ate the impact of the ShareLunker breed-
ing and stocking program in the gene pool.
  “Monitoring the impact of ShareLunker stock-
ings is critical to evaluating the success of the 
program,” Brookshear said. “That’s why the 
citizen scientist piece is so important - we need 
anglers to help us better understand the popu-
lations of our biggest bass in Texas and we are 
excited to offer exciting prizes in exchange 
for providing us with the information and 
genetic material from their lunker catches.”
  Hatcheries staff will also attempt to spawn all 
eligible ShareLunkers 13 pounds or larger do-
nated between Jan. 1 and March 31. Offspring 
of female genetic intergrades will be combined 
and stocked back to the source locations for all 
ShareLunker entries for the year, and geneti-
cally pure offspring will be maintained at the 
Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens 
and eventually distributed to all TPWD pro-
duction hatcheries to be used as brood stock 
for statewide largemouth bass stockings.
  “Our goal is for all hatchery-held Florida 
largemouth bass brood stock to eventually be 
the descendants of ShareLunkers,” Brook-
shear said. “Increasing the percentage of 
ShareLunker offspring being introduced into 
Texas waters is an important part of increas-
ing the lunker genetic potential in the state. 
We are incredibly grateful for anglers who 
choose to loan us these valuable fish and we 
are looking forward to continuing our ef-
forts to make Texas fishing bigger and bet-
ter with the selective breeding program.”
  For program updates, photos and to keep 
up with Texas lunker catches, join the 
ShareLunker community online at www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m / s h a r e l u n k e r p r o g r a m / .
  More details on the shopping spree and 
other prizes for ShareLunker entries will 
be finalized and shared in the near future.
  
  The Toyota ShareLunker Program is made 
possible by a grant to the Texas Parks & Wild-
life Foundation from Gulf States Toyota. Toy-
ota is a longtime supporter of the Foundation 
and Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 
providing major funding for a wide variety of 
education, fish, parks and wildlife projects.
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Individual * Group • Corporate 
• Instructional & Beginner Trips

Michael McFarland
Lake Fork Guide Service

All Fishermen Welcome! Use the best rods, 
reels and tackle all provided and inclusive 
with this ad. Specializing in teaching, from 
the beginning basics all the way  through to  
the career pro level. High school team dis-
counts!!! Remember to take a kid fishing or 
hunting. There is nothing more rewarding 
than the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

“Knowing What To Look For!”

NEWEST Addition in Premium Lake Fork Lodging!

Check out our website www.sunriseonlakefork.com for more details call Mike 214-906-5583

Sunrise Lodges 
I & II

First class lodging on 
Lake Fork. Ranked  
#1 based on 5 Star 
review percentage 
from VRBO and 

Google and 
recommended by top 
guides. Located at the 

heart of Lake Fork 
next to Lake Fork 

Marina. Each sleeps 
6, full kitchen, living 

area, Wi Fi, Direct 
TV, back deck, grill, 
fire pit, and covered 

lighted boat port.

NOW AVAILABLE

Family & Pet Friendly
(Both Lodges Available For Tournaments)

By Michael McFarland

  This month I decided to share a couple of 
pics straight from my logs of Lake Fork! This 
is one of my favorite spots. It often fills up 
with massive amounts of crappie and plenty 
of giant bass that feed on those crappie!! By 
using my Lowrance down scan and side scan 
simultaneously, I simply follow and study 
the creeks marking channel swings, big 
stumps, etc.... You will make way to many 

marks  at Lake  Fork to remember details so 
use appropriate icons and make  short notes 
to help you remember! You may also find 
some very interesting things on Lake Fork 
as you will see the wagon wheel in pic #2. I 
have spent many hours studying Lake Fork 
and have over 1500 specifically labeled way-
points from one end of the lake to the other. 
 Remember however you go about study-
ing any  lake it will take time, dedi-
cation and commitment. None of 

this is easy or everyone would do it! 
If you would like to learn how to use or inter-
pret your sonar more efficiently or just want 
to go fishing, please visit Mcfarlandfishing.
com or call Mike McFarland 602-826-1524. 
Thank you and I wish you all a Happy New 
Year!

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”
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Boat Trailer Steps by Easy Step Systems LLC Fixed and Swing 
Away Models Available Five Easy Step Models To Choose From

Easy Step System 
boat trailer steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
• No more slipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer fenders with your 
shoes
• No more worrying 
about loading or un-
loading your boat by 
yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when entering and exit-
ing
• Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish 
for a lasting new ap-
pearance.
• Capacity rating
400 lbs.

Endorsed By:

Proud Sponsor of the “14th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.
 web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com

Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

The ESS-3
  A 3-step Powder-Coated 
Steel model that fits most 
air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3-SS
  A 3-step Galva-
nized Steel model 
that fits most air, 
aluminum, bass, 
flats, and pleasure 
boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away 
tongue trailers.

The ESS-4
  A 4-step model that 
fits most bay, center 
console, and high bow 
pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-4-SS
  A 4-step Galvanized 
Steel model that fits 
most bay, center con-
sole, and high bow 
pleasure boat 
trailers.

Easy Step System
boat trailer steps

mount to the tongue
or frame of your

trailer so you can
load or unload
everyone and

everything on or off
of your boat safely

and easily while still
on the trailer.

Made In America
In Tyler, Texas

System LLC

New From 
Easy Step System

3 - Step Side Mount 
Model ESS-3 18-SM
Offset to allow more 

mounting options
400-lb load limit

NEW

"The Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”, 
The Fisherman's Guide News, 'Bassin With Bubba' 

The Wish To Fish Foundation
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Toyota ShareLunker Program Announces 2018 Season Changes (Continued from Page 5-A)

the prize drawing prior to its entry deadline.
  A new logo and new tagline, “Bigger Bet-
ter Bass” highlight the branding changes to 
the program, which also includes new Toyota 
ShareLunker branded merchandise for priz-
es, updated marketing materials and a new 
website and mobile application to make it 
easy to enter your catch in the program and 
keep up with the latest ShareLunker news.

  Starting Jan. 1, anglers will now be able 
to quickly enter their catch on their smart-
phone using the new Toyota ShareLunker 
mobile application, which will be available 
for free download in the iTunes app store and 
on Google play or online on the new Toyo-
ta ShareLunker website, texassharelunker.
com.   The digital entry forms will allow an-
glers to easily submit photos of the fish be-

ing properly measured, weighed and held. 
Other entry criteria will be detailed on the 
website and mobile application Jan. 1, the 
official start of the new yearlong season.
  In addition to providing information and 
photos of their fish, anglers will also be 
able to provide a genetic sample of their 
largemouth bass by collecting and send-
ing fish scales to TPWD using simple in-
structions from the app and website. These 
data will help fisheries biologists evalu-
ate the impact of the ShareLunker breed-
ing and stocking program in the gene pool.
  “Monitoring the impact of ShareLunker stock-
ings is critical to evaluating the success of the 
program,” Brookshear said. “That’s why the 
citizen scientist piece is so important - we need 
anglers to help us better understand the popu-
lations of our biggest bass in Texas and we are 
excited to offer exciting prizes in exchange 
for providing us with the information and 
genetic material from their lunker catches.”
  Hatcheries staff will also attempt to spawn all 
eligible ShareLunkers 13 pounds or larger do-
nated between Jan. 1 and March 31. Offspring 
of female genetic intergrades will be combined 
and stocked back to the source locations for all 
ShareLunker entries for the year, and geneti-
cally pure offspring will be maintained at the 
Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens 
and eventually distributed to all TPWD pro-
duction hatcheries to be used as brood stock 
for statewide largemouth bass stockings.
  “Our goal is for all hatchery-held Florida 
largemouth bass brood stock to eventually be 
the descendants of ShareLunkers,” Brook-
shear said. “Increasing the percentage of 
ShareLunker offspring being introduced into 
Texas waters is an important part of increas-
ing the lunker genetic potential in the state. 
We are incredibly grateful for anglers who 
choose to loan us these valuable fish and we 
are looking forward to continuing our ef-
forts to make Texas fishing bigger and bet-
ter with the selective breeding program.”
  For program updates, photos and to keep 
up with Texas lunker catches, join the 
ShareLunker community online at www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m / s h a r e l u n k e r p r o g r a m / .
  More details on the shopping spree and 
other prizes for ShareLunker entries will 
be finalized and shared in the near future.
  
  The Toyota ShareLunker Program is made 
possible by a grant to the Texas Parks & Wild-
life Foundation from Gulf States Toyota. Toy-
ota is a longtime supporter of the Foundation 
and Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 
providing major funding for a wide variety of 
education, fish, parks and wildlife projects.
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping  
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional 
Guide

John Morris
Phone: (903) 413-6919         
Email: 
    bassmr@geusnet.com
web: 
    www.jmguideservice.com

Golden Alga Returns to Several West Texas Reservoirs

PROPANE BY THE GALLON
BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED

FISHING TACKLE ~ LIVE BAIT & FROZEN 

BLACK SALTY’S 
For Big Bass & Catfish~Minnows for Crappie
Open Mon. Tues. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 6am ~ 6pm

Wednesday 6am ~12 noon
Closed Sunday

HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-7686       

IN THE SAME LOCATION OVER 30 YEARS
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

Owners
Brian & Melissa  

Clayton
Hunting & Fishing
License Available       

Entry Forms Soon Available At All Local 
Businesses or online:

www.legendoflakefork.com
or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on 

Mailing List!!

14th Annual Legend
Of Lake Fork

Big Bass Tournament
May 18, 19, 20, 2018

$330,000
Guaranteed In 
Cash & Prizes

All Boats, Makes & 
Models Welcome!!

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”
Visit Us OnLine www.fishguidenews.com

Recovering America’s Wildlife Act Would Bring $63 Million Per Year to Texas
  A nationwide alliance of government, busi-
ness, education and conservation leaders has 
united to combat one of America’s great-
est threats--the decline of our fish and wild-
life and their natural habitats, and what this 
means for people and the economy. Scien-
tists estimate that one-third of wildlife spe-
cies in the United States are at risk of be-
coming threatened or endangered without 
additional funding for their conservation.
  The Alliance for America’s Fish & Wild-
life, a national group with a sizeable Texas 
chapter, supports a congressional proposal to 
create a 21st-century wildlife conservation 
funding model. This effort grew out of the 
Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining America’s 
Diverse Fish & Wildlife Resources, involv-
ing members representing the outdoor rec-
reation, retail and manufacturing sector, the 
energy and automotive industries, private 
landowners, educational institutions, conser-
vation organizations, sportsmen’s groups and 
state and federal fish and wildlife agencies.
  The bipartisan Recovering America’s Wild-
life Act, H.R. 4647, introduced by Represen-
tatives Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE) and Debbie 
Dingell (D-MI), would redirect $1.3 billion in 
existing royalties annually from energy and 

mineral development on federal lands and 
waters, money not currently earmarked for 
any specific fund or purpose. This approach 
would not require taxpayers or businesses to 
pay more, but would redirect funds to invest 
in fish and wildlife conservation. RAWA al-
locations would follow a formula based on a 
state’s human population size and land area. 
Texas would receive the maximum allowed, 5 
percent, or $63 million currently. Combined 
with the required non-federal match of 25 
percent, Texas would have almost $80 million 
per year for research, habitat management and 
protection, land acquisition, education, law 
enforcement, and outdoor recreation focused 
on Species of Greatest Conservation Need 
(SGCN) listed in the Texas Conservation 
Action Plan. A preliminary report by Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department explains what 
the bill would mean for Texas, outlines Texas 
goals and objectives, and highlights examples 
showing how funds could be spent in Texas.
“For Texas, the Recovering America’s 
Wildlife Act would mean transformative 
change for people and wildlife, the kind of 
breakthrough that comes once in a genera-
tion,” said Carter Smith, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department executive director.

  “Passage of this bill would galvanize state 
efforts to conserve and restore more than 
1,300 nongame fish and wildlife species of 
concern here in the Lone Star State. By fo-
cusing on these species and their habitats, 
we could keep common species common and 
avoid the need for endangered species list-
ings by getting ahead of wildlife declines 
while there’s still time to act. That’s good 
for jobs and the economy as well as wild-
life, which is why this plan started with buy-
in from industry and business. These spe-
cies and the habitats where they live are the 
‘goose that lays the golden egg’ which sustain 
multi-billion-dollar nature tourism industries 
in our state, as well as clean air and water 
and healthy outdoor recreation. H.R. XXXX 
would mean millions in new grants to non-
profits, universities, landowners, local com-
munities and others. Besides natural resource 
benefits, this could also transform nature-
based recreation and education opportuni-
ties for people of all ages, including children 
and families. It would be the greatest wild-
life conservation breakthrough in decades.”
  It currently costs the American public hun-
dreds of millions of dollars each year to re-

(See Recovering America’s........Continued on Page 16-A) 

  Biologists with the 
Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department are 
monitoring increasing 
golden alga levels in 
reservoirs and rivers 
around San Angelo.
  Golden alga is a sin-
gle-celled organism 
that, under certain 
environmental con-
ditions, can release 

toxins that affect fish, 
freshwater mussels 
and the juvenile stage 
of frogs and other 
amphibians. Golden 
alga only effects gill-
breathing animals and 
poses no threat to hu-
mans or livestock.
  Concern over increas-
ing golden alga cell 
counts began when 

moderate toxicity and 
a significant increase 
in golden alga cells in 
E.V Spence Reservoir.
  “Although several 
large dead fish, in-
cluding largemouth 
bass, catfish, and 
carp were reported 
by anglers, we have 
not yet seen a wide-
spread fish kill at 
E.V. Spence,” said 
Lynn Wright, TPWD 
Fisheries Biologist 
in San Angelo.   “At 
this time, it appears 
golden alga is hav-
ing a limited impact 
on fish populations 
in the reservoir, but 
it is early in the sea-

golden alga monitor-
ing on Nov. 7 showed 
low toxicity in E.V. 
Spence Reservoir. 
Then in early Decem-
ber, anglers reported 
several large dead 
fish at the reservoir, 
which prompted ad-
ditional samples. Wa-
ter samples collected 
on Dec. 11 indicated 

son and further devel-
opment is possible.”
  Additionally, two 
reservoirs that have a 
history of golden alga 
problems, Colorado 
City and Moss Creek 
Reservoir, are also 
currently being af-
fected. Colorado City 
Reservoir, which has 
been severely impact-
ed annually by gold-
en alga since 2001, 
showed high toxicity. 
Dead fish, including 
bullhead catfish and 
common carp, were 
also observed along 
the shoreline. Moss 
Creek had low toxicity 
on Nov. 7, but no dead 

fish were observed.
  Golden alga was 
also found in the Con-
cho River at Mullins 
Crossing at a mod-
erate toxicity, but to 
date no dead fish have 
been observed in the 
Concho River. This 
section of the Concho 
River experienced a 
golden alga fish kill 
in the spring this year.
  The good news is 
that locations where 
golden alga had pre-
viously been docu-
mented, including 
the Colorado River, 
O.H. Ivie Reservoir, 
Champion Creek and 
Brady Creek Reser-
voir were sampled 
and showed no tox-
icity in the samples.
  The San Angelo 
fisheries management 
office, in coordina-
tion with other agen-
cies, will continue to 
monitor golden alga 
throughout the winter 
and spring. Although 
large-scale treatment 
for golden alga is not 
feasible, TPWD biolo-
gists will evaluate the 
need for fish stock-
ing after the golden 
alga blooms subside.
  First discovered in 
Texas in 1985, gold-
en alga (Prymnesium 
parvum) has since 
been responsible 
for fish kills in the 
Colorado, Canadian, 
Wichita, Red and 
Brazos river systems.
  Additional infor-
mation about golden 
alga and its effects 
on Texas reservoirs 
can be found online at 
http://tpwd.texas.gov/
landwater/water/envi-
ronconcerns/hab/ga/.

Practice C.P.R.
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LIFE TIME WARRANTY
“Let me install your bow lights today!”

Complete Line of 
Lowrance Products

On The Lake Instructions With All Electronics 
8” ~ 20” BLUEWATERLED Lights 

With On/Off Dimmer Switch • Parts & Labor Included •
All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint • Also Available for Boats, 

Trailers, Motorcycles, Motor Homes, Golf Carts, Truck Beds,  
Fishing Docks, Patios

For Safety and Style Let The Specialist Give you a 
New Look On the Water! Call Today!

Lake Fork Boat Accessories
LED Lighting & Installation Specialist
All Types Electronics * Trolling Motors

Bill Macon  205-441-5399
lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com

Lake Fork’s Northeast Marina 
“Where the Fish and the Coffee Bite”

5409 F.M. 2966 Yantis, TX 75497
Hours: Tuesday-Sunday 6am to 6pm, Closed Mondays

Live Bait • Frozen Bait
Fishing Tackle

Cold Drinks • Coffee
Ice • Snacks

Friendly New Owners

Water Accessible • New Fishing Pier and Gangway 
Concrete Boat Ramp (Ask Us About An Annual Pass)

19 RV Spots Now Available
1200 sqft Fisherman’s Studio Sleeps 4

903-383-3408

Owners: 
Kathy and Phil Shadwell

ing all these years. Many thanks to each of you!
  Also a big thank you to Fred at Dia-
mond Sports Marine in Yantis for han-
dling all of our Skeeter needs in the area.
  Don’t let this cold weather slow you down. 
There is plenty to do to be ready for the next 
“nice” day! Believe it or not we are only about 
4 weeks away from the “big ones” moving in – 
so don’t forget to book early for best dates, 903-
335-0941 and accommodation availability at 
the beautiful Lake Fork Marina 903-765-2764. 

They can accommodate all your fishing needs!
  Wishing   everyone    the    very    best    in   the  
upcoming year!
  
  Many thanks to all of you that have contributed 
to the care and upkeep for our beautiful “Camp 
Dog Buddy” and especially to Scuba Steve who 
not only opened his heart but his home for a warm 
place for Buddy to sleep in this cold weather.
  Love to All!!!    

Recovering America’s Wildlife Act Would Bring $63 Million Per Year to Texas (Continued from Page 15-A)

store threatened and endangered species, 
costs that could be avoided or greatly re-
duced if proactive conservation measures 
were implemented first. Proactive conser-
vation is good for wildlife, good for tax-
payers, good for business and good for our 
communities. The Recovering America’s 
Wildlife Act would provide the needed re-
sources for proactive conservation nationwide.
  The bill is being called the most impor-
tant American wildlife conservation pro-
posal since passage of two landmark fed-
eral laws Pittman-Robertson in 1937 and 
Dingell-Johnson in 1950, which provid-
ed breakthrough funding for game fish 
and animals on the brink of extinction.
  “America’s hunters, anglers, recreation-
al shooters, and boaters have been the pri-
mary funders of state-based conservation 
efforts to this day,” said Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Foundation President Jeff 
Crane. “This recommendation simply di-
rects funding for conservation from oth-
er sectors that use our natural resources.”
  “We thank Representatives Fortenberry 
and Dingell for introducing the historic Re-
covering America’s Wildlife Act,” said Col-
lin O’Mara, President and CEO of the Na-

tional Wildlife Federation. “This bill will 
help thousands of wildlife species through 
proactive, collaborative, on-the-ground ef-
forts. The approach is unique because it calls 
for early action to save struggling wildlife, 
rather than waiting until species are on the 
brink of extinction and need expensive ‘emer-
gency room’ measures to recover. When this 
bill becomes law, we will increase wildlife 
populations, strengthen America’s economy, 
and reduce the need for regulatory measures.”
  “A lot is at stake if we do not act soon. Ev-
ery American benefits when we have healthy 
and accessible fish and wildlife. We need to 
start down a new path where we invest proac-
tively in conservation rather than reactively.”
  More information about the Recovering Amer-
ica’s Wildlife Act is on the alliance national 
website at OurNatureUSA.com or on the Tex-
as chapter website at txwildlifealliance.org.
About the Alliance for Amer-
ica’s Fish & Wildlife:
The Alliance for America’s Fish and Wildlife 
formed in 2017 to secure funding for much 
needed conservation of our most precious 
natural resources, our fish and wildlife. The 
Alliance was built upon the strong partner-
ship created by the Blue Ribbon Panel on 

Sustaining America’s Diverse Fish & Wild-
life Resources. The Texas chapter includes 
more than 200 member organizations repre-
senting more than a million Texans. The di-
verse Texas coalition consists of landowners, 
conservation organizations, privately-held 
businesses, sportsmen’s groups, church con-
gregations, educational institutions, and other 
civic organizations, who have come together 
to support fish and wildlife conservation, out-
door recreation, and conservation education.

 

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-335-0941

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941

TERRI MOON
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

A New Year and New Equipment

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:
The Fisherman's 

Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

(Continued on Next Page)

By Terri Moon

  I can’t begin to tell 
you how excited I am 
to start out the New 
Year with blessings 
of all new equipment 
starting with a new 
Skeeter Solera boat. 
This will be a new ad-
venture for me because 
all I’ve ever known is 
my 1997 Champion 
“Fish Hunter” – but she 
is old and tired! (I’m 
feeling a little “separa-
tion anxiety”), but still 
very excited for new 
beginnings!   Believe 
it or not I still haven’t 
gotten to see it yet. It’s 
waiting for me to get 
back from Missouri! 
  I’m trying to get my 
mom and dad both 
well enough to come 
to Texas for a visit and 
we’re getting really 
close to that happen-
ing. Thanks for all the 
prayers and well wish-
es. We’ve got a couple 
more Dr. approvals 
to go and then we’re 
headed south! (They 
are pretty excited about 
seeing the boat too!) 
  I can’t wait for you 
all to see it also. I will 
have new Lowrance 
HDS units with down 
and side imaging and 
my favorite of ALL 
time – my MinnKota 
Ultrex trolling motor. 
It’s the ultimate! Plus I 
will have new Shimano 
5’6” Clarus Rods and 
Shimano 500 Sahara 
Reels, spooled with 8# 
Suffix Siege hi/vis tan-
gerine line. Wow – this 
boat even has an awe-
some stereo and phone 
chargers! I think you’re 
going to love the comfy 
seats and boat layout. 

  I am looking for-
ward to hearing all 
your opinions on what 
would make this boat 
more accommodating 
to the crappie fisher-
men. (They are listen-
ing!) The crappie world 
is exploding right now 
and I’m glad Skee-
ter wants to be a part 
of it! They are mak-
ing the perfect balance 
of “fish and fun”! I 
can’t wait for the ex-
citing year to come!
  But for now – the 
coldest weather is hit-
ting New Years day so 
if your crappie aren’t 
where they were, you 
better start looking a lit-
tle deeper. Find the shad 
off main lake points, 
deep water humps, 
and deep creek chan-
nel bends. This is also a 
good time to rig double 
jigs about a foot apart 
for “double” the excite-
ment when you catch 
2 at a time! I will usu-
ally put a 1/8 oz. Bubba 
Bait on the bottom and 
a Lake Fork Tackle 
“Live Baby Shad” on 
1/16 oz. jig head on 
top with a loop knot.
  Now if it’s just too 
cold to go fishing, this 

is the month to check 
out all the new equip-
ment, latest tackle and 
what’s happening in 
the boating world at 
all of your “Boat and 
Tackle Shows” in your 
area. Also, if you ha-
ven’t done it yet, it’s a 
great time to get your 
boat serviced and ready 
for the upcoming year 
ahead. I recommend 
Chuck, Perry or Greg 
at Service Marine in 
Emory or Bryan or 
Billy, at Sartin Marine 
in Yantis. All of these 
guys have kept me go-
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca 
* Amber * Mary Ann * Samantha  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

      Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com
903-638-1170 

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX
At Our Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup

‘Pack of Knowledge’ “Tips for Targeting Bigger Bass”

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship
& Help Keep 

Our Lake Clean

By Andrew Grills

   There may be some luck involved when someone 
comes along and catches a double digit bass on 
their first trip to Lake Fork. However, when some-
one regularly catches big fish, it isn’t an accident. 
There are a few things that I believe increase the 
odds of catching bigger fish on a consistent basis. 
Here are some tips that seemed to pay off for us 
this past year, and resulted in some big catches. 
  We’ve all heard the saying that big baits 
catch big fish. While there are times and cir-
cumstances where the opposite can be true, in 

most cases bigger lures produce bigger bites. 
More often than not, we erred on the side of 
using larger than normal lures this past year.
  For instance, in a scenario where we would’ve 
normally used a regular sized fluke, we rigged 
a magnum fluke instead. When we would’ve 
reached for a 5 inch flutter spoon, we opted for 
the biggest spoon we could get our hands on. 
Rather than tossing a 5 inch paddle tail swim-
bait, we found ourselves throwing much larger 
swimbaits on tackle that could be mistaken for 
deep sea fishing equipment. In many cases this 
meant sacrificing quantity in place of quality. 
  We were also careful about location. We all 
know big bass feed and position near structure. 
Points, creek channels, humps, and roadbeds are 
among favorite big bass hangouts. Focusing on 
areas with key structure, and often a combination 
of more than one type of structure paid off. For 
example, a point with a roadbed crossing it and a 
creek channel bending against it will hold big bass 
when the time is right. Spending more time in ar-
eas like this resulted in some big catches for us.
  Another thing we were mindful of was our 
equipment. Sometimes a customer doesn’t want 
to hear that their favorite new rod and reel is 
insufficient to handle a lunker. In some cases 
we spent the first portion of the day learning to 

use baitcasting equipment, or replacing light 
line with 20lb test. Reminders to check the drag 
and make sure it was tight, and to double check 
that knot... all of the little things we can eas-
ily overlook are things that can make the differ-
ence between someone catching the biggest fish 
of their life or just another one that got away.
  Finally, timing is a very important factor we tried 
to keep in mind. We all know being at the right 
place, at the right time pretty much sums it up. 
However, the right time can often be the most dif-
ficult time to fish. Some of my best days ever have 
been while a strong front is passing through or right 
after. There are several reasons fish get active un-
der these conditions, but the main thing to keep in 
mind is that this is when a big bass makes mistakes.
  Periods of consistent, stable weather are also 
worth paying attention to. Florida strain bass 
are not big fans of change, and after several 
days of stable weather conditions one should 
expect the bite to be pretty good. During these 
periods, and the hours leading up to the next 
front are times to fish as much as possible. 
  Hopefully these tips give you some ideas that will 
help you catch more big bass in 2018. Its my goal 
for this coming year to be even better. I believe 
paying attention to baits, location, equipment, 
and timing can help put more lunkers in the boat.

Look For New Opening
Hours, Menu Items, & 

Specials!!!
Are You Ready 

for Some
“Crawfish”

Opening Date Feb. 15th

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

One Stop Sandwich Shop
Open 10 am to 2:30 pm

NEW ITEM
READY IN

JANUARY!!!

Opening 
February

15th

“Be 

The Fish!”

Rainbow Trout Coming to Tyler’s Nature Center
  Take a kid fishing 
and help them bag 
colorful rainbow trout 
for free during the 
12th annual “Trails 
to Trout” fishing days 
held in January at The 
Tyler Nature Center. 
The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) is stocking 
2,000 rainbow trout 
at the pond for adult 
and child team fish-
ing from 8:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Jan. 6 and 13.
  There is no regis-
tration required and 
no need to purchase 
a fishing license - all 
anglers need to bring 
is fishing equipment 
and bait. The East 
Texas Woods and Wa-
ters Foundation (ET-
WWF) and TPWD 

will provide the rest, 
including staff on-
hand to assist begin-
ner fishing duos and 
limited fishing equip-
ment for those who 
need it on a first-come, 
first-served basis.
  “Anglers have the 
option of releasing 
their catch but are 
encouraged to keep 
up to a limit of five 
[rainbow trout] per 
person to take home,” 
said Spencer Dumont, 
East Texas Region-
al Fisheries Direc-
tor. “We also have 
fish-cleaning facili-
ties and ice available 
courtesy of the East 
Texas Woods and 
Waters Foundation.”
  In addition to the 
daily bag limit of 

five rainbow trout, 
anglers can also 
keep up to one chan-
nel catfish per day.
  After a day of fish-
ing at the pond head 
over to the nearby 
outdoor hiking trails 
to complete the great 
outdoors experience.
Recommended Equip-
ment: Each child will 
need a light-action 
rod and reel combina-
tion with small fishing 
hooks, light line 12 
(See Rainbow Trout...
  Continued on Page 21-A)
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

Hours
10 AM till 

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners
“Don’t Let The Cold 

Weather Get You Down 
We Have What Will 
Warm Your Spirits!”

We Have All Of
Your Favorite

Beverages Here!

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Practice Safe
Boating

(See Patience and ........
  Continued on Page 20-A)

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

See Us on Facebook

Friday-Sunday

Patience and Electronics are the key for January
By David Ozio

  “The cold season is well upon us heading into 
the new year and water temps will be the key as 
we rebound off one of the worst cold snaps we 
have encountered in years. January can be classed 
as “big fish month” if you have the patience to 
endure adverse conditions and just a few bites. 
Handle those categories and you can be reward-
ed handsomely with a double digit of a life time.
  As it stands now, the lake is a foot low and the 
water temps are hovering around the low 50’s 
which points to the fact that most bass have set 
up on their winter haunts out in deep water. I 
suspect these water temps will drop even fur-
ther into the mid 40’s as we cruise into January. 

Their feeding habits are slowed down due to the 
cold water and one good meal could last them a 
while. The key is to target schools of shad and 
barfish in the 20-30 foot range. Good electronics 
are the key and pay strict attention to the hooks 
that surround the school. The A-rig will be the 
go to set up to target these monster bass and rig 
it with any five inch swimbait on a 3/16 oz head. 
A flutter spoon or jigging spoon will also do the 
trick and my color choice will be gold. Focus 
your search on humps, roadbeds, long points and 
pond dams. If you notice the big arches laying on 
the bottom, switch to the Cariolina rig or foot-
ball jig in black/blue to attract the larger bites. 
Use a long leader on your C-rig with a 3/0 or 4/0 
hook. Creature baits, large worms or giants liz-
ards will be the baits of choice. I use blue fleck 
and chartreuse pepper on cloudy days and water-
melon red or watermelon candy colors when the 
suns beaming down in full force. Drop shots will 
play a huge roll in the coming months especially 
if the lake stays at this level or slightly below.
January is the time of the year when the ultra gi-
ants are moving around and it offers the extreme 
possibility to boat the trophy of your dreams.
     Fishing shallow on the bright sunny days is the 
place to be, especially between 2:00 and 5:00pm. 

It is the warmest part of the day and the top layer 
of water offers comfort to the sluggish bass. Veg-
etation is the attraction for these bass and I would 
throw a rattletrap or chatterbait to draw a strike. 
Depending upon the water temp, a suspending 
jerkbait would be the ticket if the temps are lag-
ging into the mid 40’s. Red colors are the main 
choice for the moving baits and I would have a 
chrome version tied on as a backup. Gold has 
worked well on partly cloudy days and I always 
keep one handy on whatever lure I present. Don’t 
be afraid to hurl them into the thick grass and rip 
it out as bass will hit it once it clears the outer 

(See Game Warden .....     
Continued on Page 23-A)

Game Warden Field Notes
  The following items 
are compiled from 
recent Texas Parks 
and Wildlife De-
partment law en-
forcement reports.
--That’s Not Neigh-
borly--A Titus County 
game warden received 
a trespassing complaint 
in the Miller’s Cove 
area of Titus County. 
The land owner said he 
found a large hog trap 
on his property and he 
does not allow hunt-
ing. The land owner 
did not know who the 
trap belonged to but 
he suspected it was a 
neighbor that owed 
him money. The game 
warden contacted the 
neighbor and received 
a confession. Cita-
tions were issued for 
no hunting license and 
criminal trespassing. A 
warning was also giv-
en for hunting without 
landowner’s consent.
--Lively Crappie-
-A Jackson County 
game warden and his 

ride along were pa-
trolling the Navidad 
River south of Lake 
Texana dam when they 
came upon some ille-
gal throw lines. After 
inspecting numerous 
lines, the warden came 
upon a line that was 
baited with an under-
sized crappie. Due to 
the liveliness of the 
crappie, he knew the 
bait was freshly placed 
onto the line. The war-
den proceeded down 
river to see if they 
could find the suspect 
who placed the lines. 
He witnessed a boat 
in the middle of the 
river channel and after 
making a water safety 
contact he was able 
to determine that this 
was the individual who 
had placed the lines. 
The said individual 
received a citation for 
using game fish as bait 
as well as warnings 
for undersized crappie 
and gear tag violations.
--Baiting the Baiters-

-On opening day of the 
spring Eastern turkey 
hunting season, Red 
River County game 
wardens were revisit-
ing areas they had dis-
covered during recent 
patrols that had been 
baited with corn. They 
observed four separate 
hunters actively hunt-
ing Eastern turkey over 
bait in violation of state 
game laws. One hunter 
shot a turkey over the 
bait, but was unsuc-
cessful in finding it. 
Other hunting license 
violations were also 
encountered during 
these contacts. Mul-
tiple cases are pending.
--Net Loss-- Respond-
ing to a tip from an 
Operation Game Thief 
call, a Tarrant County 
game warden caught 
four men fishing with 
a cast net and keeping 
game fish in violation 
of state fishing laws. 
The men were in pos-
session of 130 crap-
pie, 64 yellow bass, 

8 black bass, and 37 
perch. About 50 of the 
crappie and bass were 
undersized. None of 
the men had fishing li-
censes. The fish were 
cleaned and donated. 
Multiple cases filed.
--Caught with the 
Loot--Game wardens 
patrolling the tornado 
disaster area in Van 
Zandt County to mini-
mize looting problems 
and enforce a manda-
tory curfew stopped 
a suspicious vehicle 

filled with several mis-
cellaneous items that 
appeared to be po-
tentially stolen from 
homes in the area. 
Upon questioning the 
subject and searching 
the vehicle, it was dis-
covered he was in pos-
session of 18 grams of 
a crystal like substance 
believed to be meth-
amphetamine, mari-
juana, scales, baggies, 
and other drug para-
phernalia. With as-
sistance from the Van 

Zandt County Sher-
iff’s Office and state 
troopers, the subject 
was then transported 
and booked into the 
Van Zandt County Jail 
for manufacturing and 
distributing narcotics, 
a first degree felony. 
Cases are pending.
--a.k.a Under Arrest-
-Smith County game 
wardens were patrol-
ling Lake Tyler when 
they made contact with 



Patience and Electronics are the key for January (Continued from Page 6-A)

Page 20-A                                   “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                               January   January                        “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                             Page 5-A

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

Zach Turner with 
David Ozio

Mike Payne & Lewis 
Keese with David Ozio

David Hansen with 
David Ozio

Practice 
C.P.R.

Catch * Photo

Release

R V  L O T S  F O R  L E A S E
Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
 3 Usable Concrete Boat Ramps

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 
YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 60’ Level Concrete Pads, 
Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity, 

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.
Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers

Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only
Owned By Christian American

Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!! 
WE ARE THE BEST!!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Caney Poit RV Resort

Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM  Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Lewis Keese with 
David Ozio

4th Place

If you have news or photos on Lake 
Fork Contact Us! 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”

Lake Fork’s Lines To Get Hooked On!

  903-383-7747 or 903-360-6994
  email: fishnews@lakefork.net

(See Toyota ShareLunkers..... Continued on Page 14-A)

edge. Experiment to see where the green fish 
might be positioned. Make some casts out to the 
deep edge of the grass and slow roll the bait back 
to the boat. You might be surprised at the results.
     January is also a great month to catch num-
bers on the power plant lakes. If cabin fever has 
set in, give me a call and we can wear them out 
where the water temps are summer like. If you 
are headed out to Lake Fork in January searching 
for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be a 
part of this trophy quest. I also have gift certifi-
cates available if you have friends or loved one’s 

who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. You can 
contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at skee-
t21c@aol.com. You can follow me on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/DavidOzioLake-
ForkGuide. I post my daily trip results on this 
page. I would also like to thank Okuma Fishing 
and Talon Custom Lures for making my job the 
blast that it is. They produce excellent products 
that make chasing big green fish a dream. I hope 
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. 
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.”

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.

Toyota ShareLunker Program Announces 2018 Season Changes
  For more than 30 years, the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department’s (TPWD) Toyota Share-
Lunker Program has partnered with anglers 
to enhance bass fishing in Texas. This year, 
the program is launching Jan. 1, 2018, with 
a new year-round participation season and 
more opportunities for anglers to participate 
and be recognized for contributions. The pro-
gram also has a new logo and look that con-
veys the excitement of catching a lunker bass.
  “Angler recognition continues to be a pri-
mary goal of the Toyota ShareLunker pro-
gram,” said Kyle Brookshear, Toyota Share-
Lunker program coordinator. “This year 
for the first time ever anglers who catch 
a largemouth bass 8 pounds or larger can 
participate simply by providing important 
catch information for us to use to improve 
bass fisheries science. We will be recog-
nizing and rewarding these anglers as well 
as those anglers who loan their lunker bass 
weighing 13 pound or greater to our breed-
ing program during the spawning season.”
  The four new levels of achievement are:
Lunker Legacy Class: Every angler who loans 
a 13 pound or larger bass to the Toyota Share-
Lunker program during the spawning period 
Jan. 1 to March 31 will join the prestigious 

Lunker Legacy Class. These valuable fish are 
an integral piece of the Toyota ShareLunker 
selective breeding and stocking program and 
anglers will be eligible for an exciting prize 
package commensurate with the importance 
of sharing their lunker. Each Lunker Legacy 
Class angler will receive a Toyota ShareLunk-
er Catch Kit containing branded merchandise 
and fishing tackle items, a 13lb+ Legacy de-
cal, VIP access to awards programming at 
the Toyota Bassmaster Texas Fest, a replica 
of their fish, and an entry into the year-end 
ShareLunker Prize Drawing to win a $5,000 
shopping spree and an annual fishing license. 
These anglers will also be entered into the 
Legacy Class Prize Drawing for a $5,000 shop-
ping spree and an annual fishing license at the 
end of the spawning period March 31. Addi-
tional prizes may be included in both of these 
prize drawings prior to their entry deadlines.
Lunker Legend Class: Anglers who enter a 13 
pound or larger largemouth bass Jan. 1 through 
Dec. 31 will become a part of the Lunker Leg-
end Class. These anglers will receive a Toy-
ota ShareLunker Catch Kit containing brand-
ed merchandise and fishing tackle items, 
a 13lb+ decal to display their achievement, 
a replica of their fish, and an entry into the 

year-end ShareLunker Prize Drawing for a 
$5,000 shopping spree and an annual fishing 
license. Additional prizes may be included in 
the prize drawing prior to its entry deadline.
Lunker Elite Class: Anglers catching double-
digit largemouth bass 10 to 12.99 pounds Jan. 
1 through Dec. 31 will become a part of the 
Lunker Elite Class. These anglers will re-
ceive a Toyota ShareLunker Catch Kit con-
taining branded merchandise and fishing 
tackle items, a 10lb+ decal to display their 
achievement, and an entry into the year-end 
ShareLunker Prize Drawing for a $5,000 
shopping spree and an annual fishing li-
cense. Additional prizes may be included in 
the prize drawing prior to its entry deadline.
Lunker Class: Anglers entering largemouth 
bass at least 8 pounds or 24 inches Jan. 1 
through Dec. 31 will be recognized at the 
Lunker Class level. These anglers will re-
ceive a Toyota ShareLunker Catch Kit con-
taining branded merchandise and fishing 
tackle items, an 8lb+ decal to display their 
achievement, and an entry into the year-end 
ShareLunker Prize Drawing for a $5,000 
shopping spree and an annual fishing li-
cense. Additional prizes may be included in 
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Wood County National Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

Welcome Visitors & 
Anglers to Lake Fork & 

Happy
New Year!!!

www.wcnbquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank

of Gilmer"

For Tournaments, Bass Clubs, 
Guide Service, Special Functions, 

Family Reunions, & More
TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers, 

Sublimation Fishing Shirts
sales@clownco.com

You Do Not Own The Water or Lake (Continued from Page 1-A)

cases and a few others. They even believe they 
can get away with it by putting vulgar notes on 
windshields of vehicles. This is still harassment 
and all cases should be reported. If this happens 
to any of you, video it on your cell phone and 
please by all means report it to the game wardens.
  To further educate all of those 
I’m referring to here is the LAW.
  Harrassment of Hunters, Trappers, or 
Anglers (Sportsmen’s Rights Act-TPWD 
Code, s62.0125) is punishable by a fine 
of $200 to $2,000 and/or 180 days in Jail.  
Summary:   
This law represents Texas’ hunter harassment law, 
also known as the Sportsman’s Rights Act. Under 
the section, a person may not intentionally inter-
fere with another person lawfully engaged in the 
process of hunting, fishing, or catching wildlife, or 
intentionally harass, drive, or disturb any wildlife 
for the purpose of disrupting lawful hunting. Vio-
lation is a Class B misdemeanor. It is an affirmative 
defense to prosecution that the defendant’s conduct 
is protected by the right to freedom of speech under 
the constitution of this state or the United States. 
Statute Text
(a) This section may be cited as the Sportsman’s 
Rights Act.
(b) In this section:

(1) “Wildlife” means all species of wild mam-
mals, birds, fish, reptiles, or amphibians.
(2) “Process of hunting or catching” means any act 
directed at the lawful hunting or catching of wild-
life, including camping or other acts preparatory to 
hunting or catching of wildlife that occur on land 
or water on which the affected person has the right 
or privilege of hunting or catching that wildlife.
(c) No person may intentionally interfere with 
another person lawfully engaged in the pro-
cess of hunting, fishing or catching wildlife.
(d) No person may intentionally harass, drive, 
or disturb any wildlife for the purpose of dis-
rupting a person lawfully engaged in the pro-
cess of hunting, fishing, or catching wildlife.
(e) No person may enter or remain on public land 
or enter or remain on private land without the 
landowner’s or his agent’s consent if the person 
intends to disrupt another person lawfully engaged 
in the process of hunting or catching wildlife.
(f) This section does not apply to a peace officer of 
this state, a law enforcement officer of the United 
States, a member of the armed forces of the Unit-
ed States or of this state, or employees of the de-
partment or other state or federal agencies having 
statutory responsibility to manage wildlife or land 
during the time that the officer, member, or em-
ployee is in the actual discharge of official duties.

(g) A person who violates this sec-
tion commits an offense. An offense un-
der this section is a Class B misdemeanor.
(h) It is an affirmative defense to prosecu-
tion that the defendant’s conduct is protected 
by the right to freedom of speech under the 
constitution of this state or the United States.
  Fishing and hunting are recreational sports, let 
us all practice good sportsmanship. It doesn’t take 
that much effort to hunt and fish friendly. Read 
what Bubba has to say about it on Page 2-A.

Rainbow Trout (Continued from Page 7-A)

lb. test or less, small 
bobbers (optional), 
and small split shot. 
For bait, bring salmon 
eggs, whole kernel 
corn, marshmallows, 
small worms or pre-
pared trout bait (Berk-
ley PowerBait Hatch-
ery Formula Chews or 
similar). Small roost-
er-tail spinners work 
well. If you intend 

to keep trout, make 
sure to pack a string-
er or small cooler.
How to Get Here: 
From ESE Loop 323 
in Tyler, go south-
east on University 
Blvd. (Spur 248). 
Take a right turn on 
F.M. 848 (Bascom 
Road). Go 0.2 miles 
and turn right at The 
Nature Center gate. 

Please park in des-
ignated areas in the 
main parking area 
and walk to the pond 
using the concrete 
trail near the kiosk.
  A complete list of 
trout stocking dates 
and locations is avail-
able at www.tpwd.tex-
as.gov/troutstocking

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:
The Fisherman's 

Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497
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Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

Now The Newest Skeeter Dealer In Texas!
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!

Yamaha Technician In House

2018 Skeeter FX21LE

2018 Skeeter ZX225

Lake Fork
(903) 383-7885

     Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net
Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

“Great Rates ~ Make Your Reservations Today”
903-383-7885

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
15 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Covered Boat Parking • Clean Cabins • Full Baths

 Direct TV • Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Two Double Beds • Guide Services Available

Benjamin Weems ~ Owner

23rd Annual RAINS COUNTY EAGLE FEST (Continued from Page 1-A)

Although the weather is often unpredictable 
in January during the festival, winter is the 
best time to see the eagles since there is less 
foliage obstructing the view and their nests. 
  The Rains County Eagle Fest hosts visitors 
from all over the country.  This is a full day fes-
tival celebrating and highlighting the American 
Bald Eagles that live around Lake Fork, Lake 
Tawakoni and in Rains County.  The festival in-
cludes a line-up of live bird shows, educational 

exhibits and displays, fun wildlife presenta-
tions, interactive Aztec Dance performances, 
nature tours, craft and food vendors and more!  
A highlight of the festival is the bus and barge 
tours at Lake Fork and the special bus tours at 
the old Iron Bridge Crossing at the Sabine River 
Authority on Lake Tawakoni.  This is a special 
opportunity to view eagles and other birds and 
wildlife native to the area in their natural habitat. 
  General Admission is $5 for adults and teens.  

Children under 12 are free.  Bus and barge tours are 
available at an additional cost – Bus tours are $5 
per person; Barge tours are $35 per person. Tickets 
are available in advance online.  General Admis-
sion and Bus Tour tickets will also be available at 
the door (however, due to limited seating on the 
barge tours, tickets usually sell out in advance).   
  Full details and links are available at www.
visitrainscounty.com under the “EVENT” tab.
 (Fisherman’s Guide Photos by Don Hampton) 

The Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork held their 17th Annual 
Christmas Party and  General Meeting on December 16th at Bro’s Patio.
By Laws, Rules and the yearly election were held before all the fun start-
ed. Each of the members with wives brought a covered dish and gift for 
the White Elephant Drawing. Also at the event the Top 6 for 2017 were 
recognized for their accomplishment. From right to left, Angler of the 
Year, Kenny LaDuke, Chris Large, Don Hampton, Jim Martin, Leon 
Davis, and Rodney Ellis. Starting the 2018 year, if anyone would like to 
join this great club that has 2 open tournaments a year on Lake Fork 
and a tournament each month on lakes within an hour drive of Lake 
Fork, they can go to our website www.texastrailsbassmasters.com or call 
Rodney Ellis, President at 903-714-6473 or Don (Bubba) Hampton, Vice 
President/Tournament Director at 903-360-6994 or email fishnews@
lakefork.net. This club shares fishing information after each tournament 
in the meeting and are the Weight Masters at the Annual Kidfish on 
Lake Fork.
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Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

“If That’s Your Fishing Hole, Where’s Your Mailbox?”
By: Don Hampton

  When Bubba speaks of owning something, you can 
bet it is definitely his stuff. He is also very posses-
sive over his stuff! Everyone knows Bubba needs 
stuff especially Bubbette and when he gets out 
of hand getting stuff, she puts him straight again. 
What Bubba truly cannot understand is people lay-
ing claim to something that can’t possibly be theirs.
  When it comes to fishing in public waters he is 
under the impression that those waters actually 
belong to the State of Texas. He also holds dear 
the belief that anyone that purchases a fishing li-
cense and abides by the laws can fish those waters 
anytime and anywhere they so desire. Afterall this 
is Texas and Bubba even has a bumper sticker that 
reads, “MADE IN TEXAS BY TEXANS”. So, 
what Bubba would really like to know is if there 
has been a new “Homestead Act” put in effect that 
he has not heard of that allows anglers to claim por-
tions of water. If so he is going to be out of luck be-
cause Bubbette won’t let him get anymore stuff!
  If there has not been a new “Homestead Act” 
implemented, why are so many anglers claim-
ing waters? It seems more and more that Bubba 
is hearing, “That’s my fishing hole, you can’t go 
there!” Some anglers will say this in a sports-
manship jest, but then again you hear some say 
it with meaning. Bubba has the tendency to 
laugh with the sportsmen and laugh at the others.
  Bubba had a long extensive conversation with 

one of the latter the other day on Lake Fork. Bub-
ba was out fishing one of his favorite spots, (it’s 
even called “Community Hump”), when he was 
made to feel like he’d eaten someone else’s fried 
chicken at a family reunion. Well, Bubba doesn’t 
stay in a hurt mood for too long at a time and soon 
put the chicken bones on another plate. He apolo-
gized for trespassing and not spotting the indi-
vidual’s mailbox when he pulled in with his boat. 
Bubba didn’t let it stop there though! This boy 
has seen an Enquirer and has an inquiring mind.
  The next thing Bubba wanted to know was if he 
had pulled in the driveway or ran over his lawn 
because his trolling motor did tear up some lily 
pads and he didn’t want to be held responsible. 
Well this gave the other boat something to discuss, 
but they were soon interrupted by Bubba’s next 
question.  “What do property and school taxes 
run a year on a place like this?” Bubba sincerely 
asked. “I’ve been thinking of getting a place like 
this of my own to retire to but don’t know if Bub-
bette and me can quite afford it! And, seeing you 
are a guide, is this portion of the lake zoned busi-
ness or residential and where does your proper-
ty line end?” Bubba went on to add with all the 
conviction and sincerity of a Baptist preacher at 
a hot summer night tent revival. Well the only re-
ply Bubba got referred to his mother and some-
thing about his heritage and then they left. He 
thought they didn’t show very much sportsman-
ship and they weren’t very sociable either because 

they wouldn’t even accept his invitation over.
  Bubba being the type of person he is didn’t wish 
to trespass on this individual’s property anymore. 
To make sure of this he followed them all day 
to see if he had any other property on the lake 
with maybe a mailbox in front of it. Bubba did 
not locate one at any of the places they went to 
and fished. He did of course mark the spots on 
his GPS and gave them to all his friends so they 
would know these spots did not belong to any-
one and they would not be trespassing if they 
fished there. Bubba is just that kind of guy!
  Another drawback on individuals that claim fish-
ing holes as their own is that now you have Bubba 
thinking! If the fish school there, shouldn’t you pay 
school taxes? If you plant a cedar tree there, isn’t 
that an improvement and property value would 
increase thus increasing your property taxes?
  So, when you are out on the lake, if you are one of 
those that seriously claims a fishing hole as your 
own, Bubba just might call the tax assessor on you!  

If you have news or photos on Lake 
Fork Contact Us! 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”

Lake Fork’s Lines To Get Hooked On!

  903-383-7747 or 903-360-6994
  email: fishnews@lakefork.net

Mid-Winter Bald Eagle Count
January 13th & 14th, 2018

Meeting at OakRidge Cafe each morning at about 7 A.M. to be ready 
and in place by 8 A.M. for the start of the count which will last until 

11 A.M. each morning.
OakRidge is located on Hwy. 154 about 1/4 mile from the 154 bridge.
We will have land routes as well as by the water, so if you have a boat 

that could be used it would really be appreciated. 

Please dress for the type of weather we may have and in Texas at 
this time of the year you never know.

If you have any questions call Sanford at 903-985-9825 or e-mail at
sanfordvalentine@att.net

Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 19-A)

a group of individuals fishing in a park on the 
lake. One of the individuals identified himself 
by a name that wardens learned was an alias and 
tagged with outstanding arrest warrants. The 
suspect was arrested without incident, but had 
an extensive criminal history, including assault 
on a public servant and assault with a deadly 
weapon. The subject’s warrant was a felony theft 
warrant out of Smith County and felony evad-
ing arrest from Corrigan Police Department.
--A Gator Tale--In March, a Duval County game 
warden got a tip about four individuals who had 
killed an alligator on the Nueces River in Mc-
Mullen County. The individual gave the warden 
a list of the four suspects, a narrative of how the 
violation was committed and a picture of two in-
dividuals posing with the alligator. Several war-
dens executed a search warrant of a residence 
where two of the suspects were located. After 
initial denials of any knowledge of the event, one 
of the suspects admitted to catching an alligator 
and knocking it out with a paddle, then taking it 
to the bank to kill and skin. He also implicated 
three other individuals in the crime; however, he 
claimed he had no idea where the alligator skull 
was. The second suspect was interviewed and 
corroborated the first suspect’s story and con-
firmed the involvement of two other individuals. 

A girlfriend of one of the suspects mentioned in 
passing the group typically throws all of their fish 
guts over the fence in the back lot. The game war-
dens searched the lot and found the alligator skull 
in the brush. One of the suspects knew where the 
third individual lived, and took the game war-
dens to his house. Upon seeing his accomplice 
and the game wardens, the third individual im-
mediately acknowledged that they were proba-
bly there because of the alligator and admitted to 
his involvement in killing the alligator. All of the 
suspects filled out statements naming themselves 
and each other in the crime. In total, 16 citations 
and civil restitution for the alligator are pending.
--Speared-- Comal County game wardens re-
sponded to the Guadalupe River in New Braunfels 
near the Faust Street Bridge on a report of a person 
illegally shooting bass with a homemade spear 
gun. Upon arrival, the wardens observed the sus-
pect in the river with his spear gun and in pos-
session of an undersized largemouth bass that he 
had caught/killed with the device. The man also 
did not have a fishing license. Cases are pending.
--Prop Scar--Comal County game wardens were 
called to the scene of a boating accident at Cranes 
Mill Marina on Canyon Lake where a 19-year-
old male was struck by a boat propeller when he 
jumped in the lake unexpectedly to relieve him-

self. The individual was struck on his left shin 
and calf and received a significant laceration re-
quiring medical transport to University Hospital 
in San Antonio. The investigation is still ongoing.
--Eaglets Down-- A Stephens County game war-
den received a call about a bald eagle’s nest that 
had blown out of a tree near Hubbard Creek Lake 
Dam. The reporting party stated they had seen 
young bald eagles in the nest earlier that week 
and that there were mature eagles circling the 
area around the destroyed nest. The warden lo-
cated the nest and found two juvenile bald eagles 
laying on the ground next to the nest. Both eagles 
appeared to be unharmed and in decent condi-
tion. Arrangements were made to take the birds 
to the wild bird rescue facility in Wichita Falls.
--The Joys of Spotlighting--Game war-
dens responded to a call in Refugio County 
about a vehicle spotlighting from the roadway. 
With assistance from the caller, the wardens 
stopped three individuals in a vehicle on a ru-
ral road. After a lengthy investigation and in-
terview, it was found the three subjects were, 
in fact, out joy riding with intentions of hunting 
from the road. Multiple citations were issued.
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(See 23rd Annual.....
    Continued  on Page 3-A)

In comparison, a full grown eagle’s claw and 
talons are larger than a full grown man’s hand.

Just one of the many eagles that make Lake Fork their home. (Fisher-
man’s Guide Photo by Don Hampton)

Rains County “The Eagle Capital of Texas”

 The 23rd Annual RAINS COUN-
TY EAGLE FEST is coming soon!
  The Eagle Fest will be Saturday, Janu-
ary 20, 2018 at the Rains Elementary 
School at 372 FM 3299, Emory, Texas (On 
the RISD Campus, just south of Hwy 69).
  This year marks the 23rd Annual Rains County 
Eagle Fest.  The first festival was held following 
a resolution in 1995 when the 74th Legislature 

of the State of Texas 
declared Rains County 
“The Eagle Capital of 
Texas” as an effort to 
protect and preserve 
the American Bald 
Eagles in the area.   
The resolution was 
adopted by the Sen-
ate on May 24, 1995 
and by the House on 
May 29, 1995.  It was 
signed by the Gover-
nor George W. Bush 
on June 16, 1995 of-
ficially proclaiming 
Rains County as the 
“Eagle Capital of Tex-
as”.  The Rains County 
Eagle Fest is an educa-
tional effort to expand 
our knowledge of the 
bald eagles in the area 
and our local heritage. 

Collin Bradford, 9 years old, caught this nice Lake Fork hawg while 
fishing with guide Andrew Grills. C.P.R.

You Do Not Own The Water or Lake

(See You Don Not.....
     Continued on Page 4-A)

By Don Hampton

  As defined in Web-
ster’s dictionary, ig-
norance is the lack of 
education and stupid is 
slow to comprehend or 
lacking intelligence. An 
angler on the lake that 
exhibits good sports-
manship doesn’t fit in 
either of these catego-
ries. It would seem we 
have some on the lakes 
that do not comprehend 
good sportsmanship 

and fit in the category 
of one of the above 
mentioned definition.
  It is pretty simple to un-
derstand if an individu-
al is fishing where you 
wish to, you just need 
to find another place 
to fish. No one owns 
the water but if some-
one else is in what you 
would call your area, it 
is their area to fish. It 
does not matter if you 
have brush piles there 
that you have placed. 

Once the structure you 
are placing in the lake 
leaves your boat or 
pontoon, you no lon-
ger own it. It becomes 
public domain and any-
one can legally fish it.
  Some still do not 
comprehend this! One 
individual has been 
sited with five Class 
B Misdemeanors, for 
Fisherman Harrass-
ment, another for two 


