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Allen Teague from Athens, Texas won the 12th Annual Berkley Big Bass 
Tournament on Lake Fork for the heaviest bass over the slot weighing 
9.95-pounds. Allen topped over 1100 anglers and for his catch he took 
home $1,000 in 1st place hourly pay and a 2017 Skeeter ZX 200, pow-
ered by a Yamaha SHO 200hp, equipped with Lowrance Electronics, 
and Powerpole.

DeAris Williams (aka Fish Vibes) from Reno, Texas lived up to the name 
he’s known by on the lakes by winning the heaviest bass under the slot of 
16” weighing 2.77-pounds. He also topped over 1100 anglers in the 12th 
Annual Berkley Big Bass Open and won $1,000 in 1st place hourly pay 
and a 2017 Skeeter ZX 190, powered by a Yamaha SHO 150, equipped 
with Lowrance Electronics. Present to help him celebrate his win was 
his wife Amanda and three children. When awarded he sent out a “Big 
Thank You” to ‘Momma Kathy’ at Brannan’s Bass City. (See Full Story 
on Page 4-A)

Joe Carathers won 1st Heavy Bass in the Texas Trails Bassmasters 
of Lake Fork 36th Semi Annual Open with this nice bass weighing 
8.76-pounds. (See Story on Page 10-A)

Darwin Dykes from Waco, Texas is a long time avid bass fisherman and 
has been fishing 50+ years to catch a bass of this caliber. He caught this 
hawg measuring 24.25” on a shakey head using 10-pound test line in 
18.5’ of water. If at first you don’t succeed “Fish and Fish Again”.

Now Accepting Reservations For
Commercial & Vendor Spaces

For May 17, 18, 19, 20, 2018 At The

Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake 
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise & 

promote your products, merchandise, or company! 
Call Today: 903-383-7748  Email: fishnews@lakefork.net 



Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area

"The Fisherman's Guide,
         News You Can Use"

Don Hampton, Publisher/Owner
  Member  Texas Community
  Newspaper Association

  "The Fisherman's Guide, News You Can Use," is published monthly and 
is available free through our advertisers, area merchants, Cham-
bers of Commerce, and newsstands in the Northeast Texas area. 
All rights are reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without 
written consent is strictly prohibited.
  We welcome manuscripts and/or photographs. Postage must ac-
company all materials if return is required.
  Any erroneous reflection upon the character, reputation or stand-
ing of any individual or business will be corrected in the next editon 
upon being called to the publisher's attention.

     For news, articles, or advertising rates contact:
     "The Fisherman's Guide, News You Can Use"

         538 Private Road 5861 • Yantis, Tx. 75497 
             Lake Fork call Don: (903) 383-7748 or 
          Mobile: (903) 360-6994 Fax: (903) 383-7747
                e-mail: fishnews@lakefork.net
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    “Bassin’ With Bubba 
Guide  Services”

Lake Fork
“The Big Bass 

Capital of Texas”
Individual * Group 

Corporate 
Instructional 

& Beginner Trips 
Welcome 

903-383-7748 or 903-360-6994

www.bassinwithbubba.com NOW BOOKING!!!
The spawn on Lakes

Monticello and Welsh
LAKE FORK

email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

903-765-2726
US Hwy. 69N.
Alba, Texas

903-856-6548
1893 US 271

Pittsburg, Texas

Bubba Thinks Everyday Should Be Thanksgiving
By Don Hampton

  The  four  most  impor tan t  th ings  in 
Bubba’s  l i fe  a re  God,  fami ly,  count ry 
and  of  course ,  f i sh ing .  Imagine  the  las t 
one! !  I  know th is  to  be  t rue  because  I 
have  seen  a  s ign  in  h is  house  tha t  reads 
“Fish ing  i sn’t  a  mat te r  of  l i fe  or  dea th , 
i t  i s  much more  impor tan t  than  tha t !” 
Bubba  doesn’t  f i sh  to  l ive ,  he  l ives  to 
f i sh!   Accord ing  to  Bubba  tha t  i s  the 
order  of  impor tance  in  h is  l i fe .  The  way 
he  fee ls ,  i f  he  loves  the  f i r s t  th ree  wi th 
a l l  h i s  hear t  and  unwaver ing  dedica t ion , 
f i sh ing  i s  a l lowed.  Always ,  no  mat -
t e r  how s t rong  the  des i re  to  be  on  the 
lake ,  the  f i r s t  th ree  a lways  come f i r s t .
  In  most  everyday  s i tua t ions ,  i f  you 
asked  Bubba  what  he  would  do ,  un less 
ex t remely  ser ious ,  he  would  say,  “Have 
a  BBQ sandwich ,  dr ink  a  few beers  and 
ce lebra te  l i fe .”  I f  i t  were  a  semi-ser i -
ous  s i tua t ion  he  would  counse l  you…
saying  someth ing  l ike ,  “Go f i sh ing ,  re -
l ax ,  g ive  i t  some thought  and  the  an -
swer  wi l l  come to  you!”  In  mat te rs  of 
ex t reme impor tance  he  has  only  one  an -
swer,  “Trus t  in  God and  count ry,  for  the 
Lord  he lps  those  who he lp  themselves!” 
This  i s  p robably  the  bes t  answer  any -
one  could  apply  to  any  g iven  s i tua t ion .

  Bubbet te  has  to ld  Bubba  many t imes 
tha t  he  does  have  a  way a t  t imes  of  be ing 
pa infu l ly  hones t .  Jus t  recent ly  in  a  con -
versa t ion  he  was  having  wi th  another 
fe l low f i sherman he  remarked ,  “ I  love  a l l 
bodies  of  water  except  those  darn  p i ty-
puddles .  A lo t  o f  people  swim in  them 
but  no th ing  can  surv ive  and  prosper  in 
them.  They  are  a lways  f i l l ed  wi th  se l f -
remorse  and  p i ty.  People  s ink  in to  them 
and expec t  o thers  to  pul l  them out .  At 
tha t  t ime they  qui t  he lp ing  themselves 
and  jus t  become dependent .”  To  my way 
of  th inking  th i s  was  the  most  profound 
s ta tement  I  had  ever  heard  f rom Bubba . 
  Bubba  has  a  way of  compar ing  l i fe  and 
s i tua t ions  wi th  f i sh ing .  He  proved  th i s 
to  me by  adding ,  “The  only  th ing  you 
can  ca tch  f rom a  p i ty  puddle  i s  b lame. 
People  tha t  swim in  them want  to  b lame 
everyone  and  every th ing  in  l i fe  for  the i r 
p roblems.  What  people  in  these  puddles 
need  to  do  i s  take  swimming lessons  or 
grab  the i r  ears  and  pul l  themselves  out .” 
(Wel l ,  tha t  i s  no t  qu i te  how Bubba  sa id 
i t ,  bu t  you  ge t  my dr i f t ! )  Bubba  opened 
my eyes  tha t  day  and  gave  me some food 
for  thought  tha t  nour i shed  my sp i r i t .
  I  be l ieve  in  Bubba’s  way of  th inking .  I f 
more  people  d id ,  the  en joyment  of  l iv -
ing  would  be  ever  present .  This  sh ines  in 

Bubba  everyday.  Whenever  you  see  h im 
he  has  a  smi le  and  happiness  to  share . 
As  a  mat te r  of  fac t ,  somet imes  he  smi les 
so  much people  wonder  what  he’s  up  to!
  To  Bubba  l i fe  i s  no t  a  mystery  tha t  he 
has  to  go  in  search  for  the  answer,  i t  i s 
a  g i f t .  Every  morning  when he  opens  h is 
eyes  for  another  day,  i t  i s  Thanksgiv ing 
and  he  i s  thankfu l  for  the  g i f t  o f  l i fe .
  Maybe  we a l l  should  make 
“Thanksgiv ing”  an  everyday  r i t -
ual .  “That ’s  what  Bubba  does!”

Zebra Mussels Discovered in Richland Chambers Reservoir
  Invasive zebra mus-
sels have been positively 
identified in Richland 
Chambers Reservoir, 
one of the state’s larg-
est inland reservoirs.
  TPWD fisheries biolo-
gists confirmed the pres-
ence of six adult zebra 
mussels in the reservoir 
Oct. 18 after receiving an 
identification report from 
a couple of young anglers 
fishing near the dam. The 
young anglers identified 
the zebra mussels based 
on a warning poster they 
had seen advising boaters 
to clean, drain and dry.
  “At this time it appears 
to be a pretty low density 
of zebra mussels and all 
of the specimens were of 
similar size, so at this time 
we cannot say there is a 
reproducing population 
in Richland Chambers 
Reservoir,” said Brian 

Van Zee, Inland Fisheries 
Regional Director. “That 
is why the lake is clas-
sified as positive rather 
than infested, but we do 
plan to continue to moni-
tor for reproduction.”
  Richland Chambers 
Reservoir is a 44,000-
acre impoundment con-
trolled by the Tarrant 
Regional Water District, 
located less than 100 
miles from Dallas, Waco 
and Tyler. It is the newest 
of several water bodies 
already found positive 
for zebra mussels in the 
Trinity River Basin, to 
include Lake Livingston, 
Lake Worth, Lavon Lake 
and Fishing Hole Lake.
  The Trinity River Basin 
also includes several ze-
bra mussel-infested wa-
ter bodies - meaning they 
have established, repro-
ducing populations - in-

cluding Lake Bridgeport, 
Eagle Mountain Lake, 
Ray Roberts Lake and 
Lake Lewisville - and the 
rivers below these lakes 
(or portions thereof) 
are considered positive.
  The rapidly reproduc-
ing zebra mussels, origi-
nally from Eurasia, can 
have serious economic, 
recreational and environ-
mental impacts on Texas 
reservoirs and rivers. 
Zebra mussels can cover 
shoreline rocks and lit-
ter beaches with sharp 
shells, clog water intakes, 
damage or increase main-
tenance on hydroelectric 
and other facilities using 
raw surface water, and 
damage boats and motors 
left in infested waters.
  Although biologists do 
not yet know the full ex-
tent of the zebra mussel 
population in Richland 

Chambers Reservoir, 
District Fisheries Bi-
ologist Richard Ott said 
boaters need to be dili-
gent in cleaning, drain-
ing and drying their 
equipment every time 
they leave the water.
  “The problem with ze-
bra mussels is that the 
larvae are microscopic, 
and that’s what makes it 
so important that people 
go through the clean, 
drain and dry process,” 
Ott said. “You can’t 
know for sure if you are 
carrying zebra mussels, 
so you need to proceed 
with an abundance of 
caution any time you 
are boating on posi-

tive or infested lakes.”
  In Texas, it is unlawful 
to possess or transport 
zebra mussels, dead or 
alive. Boaters are re-
quired to drain all water 
from their boat and on-
board receptacles before 
leaving or approaching a 
body of fresh water in or-
der to prevent the transfer 
of zebra mussels. Zebra 
mussel larvae are micro-
scopic and both adults 
and larvae can survive 
for days in or on boats 
transported from a lake, 
especially during cooler 
fall months. The require-
ment to drain applies 
to all types and sizes of 
boats whether powered 

or not: personal water-
craft, sailboats, kayaks/
canoes or any other ves-
sel used on public waters.
  TPWD fisheries bi-
ologists will continue to 
work with the Tarrant 
Regional Water Dis-
trict to monitor for zebra 
mussel reproduction and 
establish signage to no-
tify boaters of the new 
infestation at Richland 
Chambers Reservoir.
  More information about 
zebra mussels can be 
found online at tpwd.
texas.gov/ZebraMussels.

Practice C.P.R.
Help Keep Our

Lake Clean
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Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

Now The Newest Skeeter Dealer In Texas!
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!

Yamaha Technician In House

2017 Skeeter FX21LE

2017 Skeeter ZX225

Lake Fork
(903) 383-7885

     Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net
Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

“Great Rates ~ Make Your Reservations Today”
903-383-7885

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
15 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Covered Boat Parking • Clean Cabins • Full Baths

 Direct TV • Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Two Double Beds • Guide Services Available

Benjamin Weems ~ Owner

PROPANE BY THE GALLON
BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED

FISHING TACKLE ~ LIVE BAIT & FROZEN 

BLACK SALTY’S 
For Big Bass & Catfish~Minnows for Crappie
Open Mon. Tues. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 6am ~ 6pm

Wednesday 6am ~12 noon
Closed Sunday

HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-7686       

IN THE SAME LOCATION OVER 30 YEARS
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

Owners
Brian & Melissa  

Clayton
Hunting & Fishing
License Available       

First TPWD Lifetime License Winner Passing it On

  As the first winner 
of the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment’s Lifetime Li-
cense Drawing this 
fall, Frankston sports-
man Michael Bennett 
is helping to ensure a 
strong future for Tex-
as’ outdoor heritage.
  Opting to pass it on 
to the next generation 
of Texas hunters and 
anglers, Bennett is giv-
ing away his lifetime 
license to his nephew. 
For Bennett, this marks 
the third lifetime license 
he’s handed down.
  “I have a son and 
bought him one sev-
eral years ago and a 
grandson I bought one 
for and I’m 74 so I 
figured, ‘Who would 
get the most use out of 
this one?’ and decid-
ed to transfer it to my 

nephew,” said Bennett.
  The recipient of Ben-
nett’s generous gift 
is 27-year-old Jus-
tin Young of Vidor.
  There is still a chance 
for two more lucky win-
ners of an $1,800 Life-
time Super Combo li-
cense this fall and those 
who entered prior to the 
first drawing are still 
eligible. The next two 
winners will be drawn 
Nov. 1 and Dec. 1.
  Entries for the draw-
ing cost $5 each and 
may be added to year-
ly license purchases 
at retailers, by phone 
1-800-895-4248 and 
online at www.tpwd.
texas.gov/licensedraw. 
There is no limit on 
the number of entries 
that may be purchased.
  Proceeds from en-
tries go toward TPWD 

conservation efforts 
that will help keep 
hunting and fish-
ing great in Texas.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Big Time Texas Hunts Winners Announced
  The Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment has announced 
the 14 lucky win-
ners of this year’s
Big Time Texas Hunts 
selected at random from 
entries in the drawing.
  All told, hunters 
bought nearly 84,000 
Big Time Texas Hunt 
entries. More than 
$774,000 in gross sales
was generated, and 
proceeds from the 
drawing go to sup-
port wildlife research, 
habitat management
and public hunting.
  This year’s winner 
of the Texas Grand 
Slam hunting pack-
age, Marcus Dennis of 
Lindsay, TX, is making
plans for four sepa-
rate guided hunts for 
the state’s top four 
premier big game spe-
cies - desert bighorn

sheep, white-
tailed deer, prong-
horn and mule deer.
  Following are the 
rest of the winners 
of this year’s Big 
Time Texas Hunts.
Ultimate Mule 
Deer Hunt - David 
Pulk, Double Oak
Premium Buck 
Hunt - Hans Schro-
eder, Houston
Exotic Safari - Frank-
lin Catrett, Albany, GA
Whitetail Bonanza 
- William Glover, 
Boerne; Clyde Kes-
ling, McKinney; Sam 

Lawless, El Paso; Chris
Daniels, Magnolia, 
MS; Steve Howell, 
Blanco; and William 
Weiser, Lexington
Big Time Bird 
Hunt - Thomas 
Blakeney, Canyon
Gator Hunt - Wil-
liam Howard, Coppell
Texas Waterfowl Hunt - 
Andrew Lillie, Houston
Wild Hog Adventure 
- Gregory Wise, Edna
  All winners have been 
notified. Entries for 
next year’s Big Time 
Texas Hunts will go 
on sale May 15, 2018.
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Wood County National Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

welcome all visitors 
to lake fork 
and the area

www.wcnbquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank

of Gilmer"

For Tournaments, Bass Clubs, 
Guide Service, Special Functions, 

Family Reunions, & More
TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers, 

Sublimation Fishing Shirts
sales@clownco.com

1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

Pack of Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

over the tree roots descend-
ing down into the channel. 
If the low spot or channel 
is too narrow I will posi-
tion the boat outside of the 
channel and cast across it, 
making sure to work down 
the outside bends. The out-
side bends often have the 
steepest ledge due to the 
original current flow prior 
to impoundment. I always 
get excited when fishing 
the outside of hard channel 
bends, as these seem to be 
prime big fish hangouts.
  Creek channel fish can be 
in a wide range of depths. 
In any given creek, I be-
lieve there will be small 
wolf-packs of prespawn 
females staging in vari-
ous areas along the way. 
Some may feel comfort-
able where the channel is 
8’ deep and the top side of 
the ledge is 4-6’, and others 
may be in areas where the 
channel is as deep as 25’ 
closer to the mouth of the 
creek. The key is the ledge.
  I feel that the presentation 
is a matter of confidence. 
Most anglers I have guided 
or fished with tend to fish 
a jig much faster and with 
more of a hopping motion 
than I do. I find that an ex-
tremely slow crawl works 
best for me. Even though 
I’m creeping the jig along, 
I still feel the bite is a reac-
tion bite, in that most of 
my strikes come as the jig 
rolls over a root or branch. 
With the slow approach, 
it gives you the opportu-
nity to sneak the jig up to 
the bass without it feel-
ing or hearing it coming. 
Often, if I work through 
an area slowly garnering 
a few bites, I will go back 
through it with a more ag-
gressive “stroking” type re-
trieve to see if I can pick up 
a few more reaction bites.
  My favorite jig style for 
the colder months is San-
tone’s M-Series jig. The 

“arkie” style head design 
will hook fish right every 
time. Certain head designs 
naturally turn during the 
hookset. This results in 
poorly hooked fish. You 
don’t get too many bites 
jig fishing, so you don’t 
want to lose any. The M-
Series solves that problem.
  Hopefully this informa-
tion helps give you some 
confidence in jig fishing. 

Right now is a great time 
to catch a giant bass on a 
jig. As always, feel free to 
contact me if I can be of 
any assistance on your up-
coming trip to Lake Fork.

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Berkley 12th Annual Big Bass Tournament on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton
 
  High winds, choppy water, white caps, 
rain, and a northern pushing through could 
not dampen the spirits of over 1,100 an-
glers from multiple states that came to 
Lake Fork to fish the 12th Annual Berk-
ley Big Bass Tournament. The tourna-
ment is put on by BassChamps and what 
a great job they do. Anglers and specta-
tors were entertained through the week-
end of October 21st and 22nd and even 
get a chance to see themselves on televi-
sion when the tournament airs on WFN.
  The harsh weather may have effected the 
big bite but it didn’t keep lots of fish from 
coming to the weigh-in. With 20 places paid 
each hour of the tournament and a 2017 ful-

ly outfitted Skeeter bass boat going to the 
heaviest over the 24” slot and one for the 
heaviest 16” under the slot, anglers were 
determined to get a piece of the payload. 
All anglers when they checked in received 
a complimentary weight bag with Berkley 
baits and a T-shirt. The baits inside proved 
very effective for two of the anglers.
  Weigh-ins began on the top of each hour 
of the two day tournament and lasted 
for 30 minutes with the first one begin-
ning at 8 a.m. and the last one at 2 p.m.
  Due to inclement weather conditions dur-
ing the course of the tournament, only 6 
bass over the 24” slot came to the scales.
  During the first hour of the tournament 
Allen Teague from Athens, Texas weighed 
in a hefty 9.95-pound bass. Afterwards 

throughout the tournament Brian Sand-
ers from Burleson, Texas weighed in an 
8.22-pound; Larry Thomas from Millsap, 
Texas weighed in an 8.22-pound; Troy 
Hicks from Lewisville, Texas weighed in 
a 7.74-pound; Victor Venegas from Waco, 
Texas weighed in 6.91-pound; and Raymond 
Newton from Nacogdoches, Texas weighed 
in a 6.15. All of these anglers took home a 
$1,000 check for 1st Place in their hours.
  During the course of the tournament 
with the exception of one hour, it took at 
least a 2-pound bass or more to land in a 
money chair. The top 10 places of each 
hour were money chairs with 11 through 
15 winning a Abu Garcia Revo Reel and 
16 through 20 winning a Abu Garcia Rod.

(Continued on Next Page)
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A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

Jamie Tkach with 
David Ozio

Doug Levitt with 
David Ozio

David Hansen with 
David Ozio

Practice 
C.P.R.

Catch * Photo

Release

R V  L O T S  F O R  L E A S E
Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
 3 Usable Concrete Boat Ramps

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 
YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 60’ Level Concrete Pads, 
Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity, 

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.
Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers

Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only
Owned By Christian American

Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!! 
WE ARE THE BEST!!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Caney Poit RV Resort

Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM  Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Garrett Baker with 
David Ozio

4th Place

Fall Fishing on the Fork (Continued from Page 6-A)

any of these features. Pitch out a marker buoy and 
go to work. Gold is a great color for the spoons and 
a ten inch worm will get the job done on the C-rig. 
Blue fleck, redbug, green pumpkin and bamabug 
are all great colors to start with. The same colors 
apply to the football jig and I favor the Talon Car-
olina Worm in redbug for my drop shot. Barfish 
are the key to these deep spots. Find those on your 
graph and the bass will be mixed in with them.
  If you are headed out to Lake Fork in Novem-
ber searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would 

love to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have 
a few dates open in November and some in De-
cember. I also have gift certificates available if 
you have friends or loved one’s who have dreamt 
of landing a huge bass. You can contact me at 
409-782-4269 or e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.
com. You can follow me on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/LakeForkGuideDavidOzio. 
I would like to thank Okuma Fishing and Tal-
on Lures for making my job the blast that it is. 
A special shout out to Nautical Mile Marine in 
Tyler for all their help in keeping me on the wa-
ter seven days a week, no issues. I hope to see 
a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. “Ev-
eryone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.”

  With a bass weighing 9.95-pounds being 
weighed in during the first hour of the tour-
nament anglers knew there was a chance to 
top that weight. Most anglers were basical-

ing the 8 o’clock hour of the 2nd day when 
DeAris Williams brought to the scales a 
bass under the slot weighing 2.77-pounds.
  In the ladies division Kathleen Wheel-
er from Harleton, Texas won 1st Place 
with a 2.55-pound bass; 2nd Place with a 
2.24-pound bass was Toni Jones from Yan-
tis, Texas; 3rd Place with a 2.09-pound 
bass was Holly Reding from Van, Texas. 
In the Junior Division Bryson McMur-
trey form Big Spring, Texas won 1st Place 
with a bass weighing 2.33-pounds; 2nd 
Place with a bass weighing 2.06-pounds 
was Luke Collins from Liberty, Texas; 
3rd Place was Arik Sanko from Forney, 
Texas with a bass weighing 2.06-pounds.
  For the heaviest bass over the slot win-
ning the Grand Prize of a 2017 Skeeter ZX 
200, powered by Yamaha, equipped with 
Lowrance and PowerPole was Allen Teague 
with his 9.95-pound bass he weighed in the 
first hour of the tournament. He also re-

ceived a check for $1,000 for the hourly.
  Winning the heaviest bass under the 
16” slot and winning a 2017 Skeeter ZX 
190, powered by Yamaha, equipped with 
Lowrance was DeAris Williams (aka 
Fish Vibes) with his 2.77-pound bass 
he weighed in the first hour of the sec-
ond day of the tournament. He also re-
ceived a check for $1,000 for the hourly.
  Both anglers caught their fish on the 
Berkley Frog over lily pads that was in the 
complimentary bag received at check-in.
  The 12th Annual Berkley Big Bass 
Tournament concluded the 2017 Bass-
Champs Season. “We will look for-
ward to seeing everyone as we kick 
off the 2018 Season.” said Chad Potts. 
  To learn more about Bass Champs and 
their schedule check them out at www.
basschamps.com or call 817-439-3274.      

ly targeting the heaviest bass under the slot 
of 16” and the grand prize that went with 
it. Jonathan Niziol had it for a short time 
when he weighed in a 2.65-pound bass dur-
ing the last weigh-in hour of the first day. 
His hopes were soon dashed as Alex Finch 
weighed in a 2.66-pound bass later in the 
same hour. His  hopes were vanished dur-

“Congratulations to The Big Winners!”
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

Hours
10 AM till 

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners
‘Happy Thanksgiving’

For All of Your Holiday
Cheers....

We Have All Of
Your Favorite

Beverages Here!

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Practice Safe
Boating

(See Fall Fishing........
  Continued on Page 20-A)

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

See Us on Facebook

Friday-Sunday

Fall Fishing on the Fork
By David Ozio

  “Fall is knocking at our door and the major cold 
fronts are starting to roll in. This sets the stage for 
some outstanding bass fishing on Lake Fork and 
November sends the signal to the monster bass that 
it’s time to feed up for the winter. The lake turn-
over is on it’s way out and the water is beginning 
to stabilize which prompts the big bass to think 
“all systems are go” for the food fest. This being 
said, let’s consider our options to bag a true giant.
  The water quality is in excellent condition due 
to the lack of fall rains. Water clarity ranges from 
somewhat clear down south to lightly stained in 
the backs of the main creeks that feed the lake. 
How you approach the bass will depend upon 

where you prefer to fish and how far down in the 
water you can see your lure before it disappears. 
With this in mind, the shallow bite is ramping up 
and big bass can be caught in all parts of the lake. 
Let’s start the morning searching for top water 
fish. Shallow vegetation is key to your success 
and now that the water is back up, bank grass, 
milfoil, alligator grass and hydrilla will domi-
nate the skinny water. In extreme off color water, 
use a noisy bait that stirs up the water. Prop baits 
are excellent choices in this case. If the water is 
only slightly stained in the backs of the creeks 
and pockets, tie on a Zara Spook, Yellow Magic 
or a Sammy and start covering water. Shad are 
also moving to the backs of these areas and big 
bass are right on their tail. Focus on using shad 
colors on most any lure you throw and hang on 
for some jolting strikes. Pick out secondary points 
or small points of vegetation. All should hold 
fish. Also, don’t be afraid to chunk a Spro frog 
around any vegetation you encounter. Huge bass 
can’t resist the way they move through the water.
  As the sun eases it’s way higher into the sky, 
switch your strategy to baits that descend into 
the water column. If the water is heavily stained, 
throw the chatterbait, spinnerbait or squarebill in 
the same areas. If the water is slightly stained, use 

a five inch swimbait, swimjig or chatterbait. Hy-
drilla or milfoil will change the game slightly, use 
a lipless crankbait and key on the outer edges of 
the grass. As the water temps degrades throughout 
the month, switch your lipless colors to gold or red. 
Now that you have photo’s of several great fish 
during the morning, migrate your way out to deep 
water and graph the usual haunts, humps, ridges, 
roadbeds and structure. Fall on Fork has always 
been great fishing for these patterns during the af-
ternoon hours. Flutter spoons, jigging spoons, Car-
olina rigs, drop shots and football jigs will be the 
“go to” baits when you locate bass stacked up on 

60-Year-Old Alligator Gar New Brazos River Record
  Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department research 
biologists have con-
firmed the new alligator 
gar bow fishing water 
body record for the Bra-
zos River is 60-years-
old, among the oldest 
fish aged and document-
ed by the department.
  Angler Isaac Avery 
of Longview caught 
the 197 pound, 7.39 
foot alligator gar bow 
fishing in the Brazos 
River Sept. 9 - beat-
ing the previous record 
by more than 4 pounds.
  After noticing a TPWD 
research tag left of the 
fish’s dorsal fin, Avery 
called TPWD Inland 
Fisheries district biolo-
gist Michael Baird, who 
previously tagged the 
fish in March 2012. Ac-
cording to Baird, tags 
returned by anglers 
provide biologists with 
information on har-
vest, abundance, size 
structure and survival.
  “I tagged this fish near 
Tawakoni Creek, a large 
Brazos River tributary 

just down from Waco, 
back in March 2012 
while doing a mark-
recapture study,” Baird 
said. “It appears she 
hadn’t moved much 
since we tagged her in 
2012, and she grew ap-
proximately 65 mm (2.55 
inches) since tagging.”
  Baird assisted the an-
glers with locating a 
scale big enough to 
weigh the fish at the 
Brazos Feed and Supply 
Store. After weighing 
the fish, taking measure-
ments and collecting the 
otoliths (bony structures 
found in the alligator 
gar’s inner ear), the data 
was sent to the Heart of 
the Hills Fisheries Sci-
ence Center (HOHFSC), 
where researchers are 
conducting studies to 
learn more about key 
population characteris-
tics of alligator gar. Re-
searchers then used the 
otoliths to age the fish 
by counting growth rings 
similar to those on a tree.
  “We aged the fish at 
60, which indicates it 

hatched in 1957,” said 
research biologist David 
Buckmeier. “I looked 
at the gauge data from 
Waco around that time 
and sure enough there 
was a huge flood from 
April to July in 1957. 
What we’ve seen is 
that fish over the age 
of 50 typically come 
from times when these 
huge flood pulses oc-
curred, and those events 
likely create giant year 
classes of these fish.”
  According to Buck-
meier, alligator gar typi-
cally do not spawn every 
year but prefer spawn-
ing habitat created by 
seasonal inundation of 
low-lying areas of veg-
etation - like the floods 
of 1957. Research on 
the Trinity River con-
firmed that the years of 
highest reproductive 
success of alligator gar 
coincided with years 
of good spring rains.
  As big as this fish was, 
other Texas rivers and 
lakes hold trophy alli-
gator gar that are even 

bigger. Angler Marty 
McClellan set the state 
bow-fishing record for 
alligator gar in 2001 with 
an 8 foot, 290 pound fish 
from the Trinity River - 
a record that still stands 
to this day. The world 
record, caught in Mis-
sissippi in 2011, mea-
sured 8 feet 5 inches and 
weighed 327 pounds. 
TPWD researchers ex-
amined otoliths from 
that fish and estimat-
ed its age at 95 years.
  HOHFSC biologists are 
conducting several stud-

ies to learn more about 
Texas alligator gar popu-
lations with the goal of 
providing management 
recommendations for 
the sustainability of this 
species for present and 
future anglers. Past and 
ongoing research proj-
ects include sampling 
alligator gar populations 
in five river systems, tag-
ging individual fish and 
recording their move-
ments, and working 
with gar anglers to learn 
how they use the fishery.
  Currently, Texas per-

mits the harvest of one 
alligator gar per day 
with no minimum length 
limit. Bow fishing, rod 
and reel and jug lines 
are all legal methods 
for harvesting the lim-
it of one fish per day.
  For images of the re-
cord catch, visit the 
TPWD News Images 
online. To learn more 
about alligator gar, view 
range maps or explore 
previous news releas-
es, magazine articles 
and YouTube videos, 
visit the TPWD news
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca 
* Amber * Mary Ann * Samantha  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

      Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com
903-638-1170 

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX
At Our Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup

‘Pack of Knowledge’  The When, Where, and How of Jig Fishing
By Andrew Grills

  The one technique that I’m asked about most of-
ten is still jig fishing. It’s still one of my favor-
ite ways to catch bass. However, many anglers are 
confused about when, where, and how to fish a jig.
  These factors are extraordinarily important when jig 
fishing, especially on Lake Fork. The vast amount 
of standing timber can make it seem like search-
ing for a needle in a haystack. There are also times 
to put the jig down and opt for a different approach. 
My goal is to help you narrow it down and simplify 

what many find to be a difficult technique to learn.
  In my opinion, fish seem to bite jigs best during the 
colder months leading up to the prespawn period. A 
football jig is a major player here throughout the sum-
mer, however we are focusing on a traditional pitching 
jig for now. I usually check the jig bite in late October, 
but it doesn’t seem to become a viable pattern until mid-
November. The early jig season is usually very produc-
tive because the fish aren’t seeing jigs go by on a daily 
basis and don’t seem as conditioned to the technique.
  I continue to fish a jig regularly throughout most of 
March, but when the water warms and fish are comfort-
able venturing from ledges towards spawning areas the 
effectiveness of the technique seems to wane. An in-
crease in fishing pressure may have something to do with 
it or it could be a transition in their primary forage base. I 
have had customers catch some really big fish later in the 
spring on jigs, however the numbers of bites are much 
lower and there seems to be better ways to catch them.
  As for determining where to fish a jig, I try to imagine 
the lake has zero standing timber and look for structure 
bass should be relating to in the winter and early spring. 
The stumps are just a bonus as cover. Fish use areas such 
as points, secondary points, and creek channels as they 
stage on their way to bedding areas. They then use the 
stumps as cover for safety and ambush of prey, but keep in 
mind they are there because of bottom contour, not cover.
  I find that sharp breaks are most productive throughout 
the cold periods. Bass seem to want to be close to deeper 

water as cold fronts are passing through on a regular ba-
sis during the winter. You will find this on the edges of 
points and secondary points, but most importantly along 
the creek channels. Creek channels are highways for the 
bass and baitfish as they travel to their springtime haunts, 
and they provide deep water access as well. Ditches and 
drains are just as important to pay attention to. Any area 
with a low spot where water would run to the original 
channel prior to impoundment is likely to hold some fish.
  Often, the hardest channels to read are the best. We 
can usually look at the standing timber and get a good 
idea where the creek channel is. The gap in heavily 
timbered areas, leaning stumps (as leaning stumps of-
ten lean over the creek), and the presence of live oak 
stumps can help you identify the original creek channel. 
Live oaks are often the biggest stumps in a given area 
and grow near a water source. Built in maps or map 
chips on your depth finder can sometimes point you 
in the right direction, however they are rarely accurate 
as to the exact location of the channel. I also pay atten-
tion to where the trot lines and jug lines are set if I am 
in an unfamiliar area, as they can sometimes help lead 
you to the channel. Learning how a particular channel 
runs takes time and patience, but it is worth the effort.
  Being near the creek channel, drain, or ditch isn’t enough. 
I have found that boat positioning is a critical factor in 
success. I like to keep my boat in the deeper channel and 
cast to the top of the ledge and bring the jig back as it rolls 

(See Pack of Knowledge...Continued on Page 21-A)

Carryover Birds Expected to Bolster 
Prospects for Quail Season
 The 2016 Texas 
quail season served 
as a renaissance re-
minder of how good 
hunting can be when 
all the right elements 
converge. Specifical-
ly, weather and habi-
tat aligned to create 
a “super boom” year 
for quail production 
that led to exception-
al hunts the likes of 
which had not been 
seen in many years.
  Quail enthusiasts 
are hoping some of 
that magic will carry 
over this fall when 
the season gets under 
way Saturday, Oct. 
28. For that to hap-
pen, a sizable per-

centage of last year’s 
birds will have to 
carry over as well, 
according to wild-
life biologists with 
the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department.
  This year’s quail 
production, although 
not as robust as last 
year’s, is expected 
to be adequate to 
sustain populations 
in areas having suit-
able habitat. Heading 
into 2017, average 
amounts of late win-
ter and spring rain-
fall set up sufficient 
nesting cover, winter 
forage and enough 
insects to trigger 
nesting. A lack of 

timely rainfall dur-
ing the summer, 
however, may have 
hurt chick survival.
“Portions of South 
Texas and the Rolling 
Plains regions were 
in moderate drought 
during mid-summer, 
which may have 
negatively impacted 
brood survival,” said 
Robert Perez, quail 
program leader with 
TPWD. “Hunters will 
likely see more adult 
bobwhites in the bag 
compared to more 
productive years.”
  TPWD projections 
are based on annual 
(See Carryover Birds....
  Continued on Page 14 -A)

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

New Sandwich Shop
Opening Soon In November

Details To Follow

Closed  
For

The Season

“Be 

The Fish!”

“A Big Thank You To All of Our Loyal 
Customers For Making The 2017 

Season Such A Big Success!”
We Will Reopen In February

“Mossy Oak” Camo
All Sport Rain Gear

By

Pant & Jacket Set
Reg. $74.59 Sale $59.95
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

Fork’s Best and Worst of November

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:
The Fisherman's 

Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

By Terri Moon

  The best part of this 
time of year is that the 
water temperatures 
have started to drop 
triggering the fall mi-
gration that sends the 
crappie into “feed-
ing frenzy” mode. 
They will follow 
the baitfish back up 
the creeks following 
the same routes they 
took in the spring. 
So, if your crappie 
have disappeared, 
you might want 
to look shallower. 
  The worst parts of 
this time of year are 
the “wicked” fronts 
that are moving 
through along with 
the crazy wind! Per-
sonally, the WIND 
is the toughest ob-
stacle to deal with 
and we’ve had more 
than our fair share of 
it lately! Then when 
you combine it with 
those mornings with 
temperatures in the 
30’s – it HURTS! 
– That’s when I’m 
grateful that some 
of these crappie are 
showing up in the 
coves out of the wind. 
I’m targeting 10-18 
ft. depths, in 12 to 24 
ft. of water. Look for 
the baitfish and target 
timber, creek chan-
nels and flats around 
secondary points. 
  The crappie we’re 
catching have been 
definitely on a feed-
ing pattern. I can’t 
believe the size of 
the shad in their bel-
lies! So, it might not 
hurt to go to larger 
bait like a 3” shad 
colored bait and it 

doesn’t hurt to stick a 
Berkley power nibble 
on it either! On the 
flip side, if the fish 
are finicky and not 
feeding, go to smaller 
bait like a “ity-bit” 
and work it “slow 
motion” to “no mo-
tion.” It’s critical to 
not take your eyes off 
your line because I 
promise you will see 
the bite before you 
feel it! I’m amazed 
at the amount of bites 
people miss. So I do 
my best to help watch 
their line so I can let 
them know when a 
crappie is knocking! 
The crappie have been 
pushing the bait up so 
watch for slack line – 
it could be a giant!
  November has al-
ways been a “BIG 
FISH” month so 
don’t miss out on it. 
Also, November is 
Lake Fork Marina’s 
customer apprecia-
tion month and rooms 
are $55 a night and in 
their new incredible 
store, their tackle, 
clothing and gifts are 

25% off. They’ve got 
some great gift selec-
tions for all the fish-
ermen in your fam-
ily—so keep them 
in mind for your 
holiday shopping! 
  I want to send a sin-
cere “thank you” to 
everyone who gener-
ously donated to the 
“Buddy…camp dog” 
fund. Buddy wan-
dered into our lives 
several months ago 
at Lake Fork Marina 
(Continued on Next Page)

    “Bassin’ With 
Bubba Guide

Services”
Individual * Group 

Corporate 
Instructional 

& Beginner Trips 
Welcome 

NOW BOOKING!!!
For The Spawn

Welsh and Monticello 

903-383-7748
903-360-6994

fishnews@lakefork.net
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LIFE TIME WARRANTY
“Let me install your bow lights today!”

Complete Line of 
Lowrance Products

On The Lake Instructions With All Electronics 
8” ~ 20” BLUEWATERLED Lights 

With On/Off Dimmer Switch • Parts & Labor Included •
All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint • Also Available for Boats, 

Trailers, Motorcycles, Motor Homes, Golf Carts, Truck Beds,  
Fishing Docks, Patios

For Safety and Style Let The Specialist Give you a 
New Look On the Water! Call Today!

Lake Fork Boat Accessories
LED Lighting & Installation Specialist
All Types Electronics * Trolling Motors

Bill Macon  205-441-5399
lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com

Dock restoration
staining/painting

(Light Repairs)

We Stain or Paint New Docks
or Gray Weathered Docks.

Tired of Looking at Your Weathered
Dock. Turn it Into One That You Can Be Proud Of 

and Will Last Longer!

Stain Your New Dock So It Doesn’t Get 
That Gray Weathered Look.

We Also Do Underwater Lights.

Call For Free Estimate 
And See How Affordable It Is!

Call Gary ~ 903-850-9756
(Military Veteran)

Behind the Holiday: The Truth About Thanksgiving
  T h e  P i l g r i m s  n e v e r  h e l d  a n  a u t u m -
n a l  “ T h a n k s g i v i n g  f e a s t , ”  b u t  t h e y 
d i d  g a t h e r  t o  e a t  a n d  s h a r e  i n  t h e 
b o u n t y  o f  a  p l e n t i f u l  h a r v e s t .  B e -
f o r e  y o u  s t a r t  m i x i n g  t h e  s t u f f i n g , 
t a k e  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  T h a n k s -
g i v i n g  D a y  –  t h e  t r u t h  b e h i n d 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n  m a y  b e  s u r p r i s i n g . 
  T h e  h o l i d a y  o r i g i n a t e d  n o t  a s  a 
d a y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o b s e r v a t i o n  b u t  a s 
a  t r a d i t i o n a l  E n g l i s h  h a r v e s t .  T h e 
a u t u m n  o f  1 6 2 1  y i e l d e d  b o u n t i f u l 
c r o p s  a n d  t h e  P i l g r i m s  g a t h e r e d  t o -
g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  M a s s a s o i t ,  a  n e a r -
b y  g r o u p  o f  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n s ,  t o 
e n j o y  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e i r  h a r d 
w o r k .  T h e  o r i g i n a l  P i l g r i m  f e a s t 
c o n s i s t e d  o f  m a n y  i t e m s  t h a t  w e r e 
c o m m o n  b a c k  t h e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  e e l , 
s h e l l f i s h ,  o y s t e r s  a n d  b o i l e d  p u m p -
k i n .  M i l k ,  c h e e s e  a n d  b u t t e r  w e r e 
n o t  a v a i l a b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w e r e  n o 
c o w s .  T h e r e  w e r e  n o  p r e - p a c k a g e d 
b i s c u i t s  o r  r e a d y - m a d e  p i e  c r u s t s , 
o n l y  b r e a d s  m a d e  f r o m  c o r n .  T u r k e y 
w a s  n o t  t h e  s t a r  o f  t h e  P i l g r i m  h a r -
v e s t  f e a s t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f 

d u c k ,  g o o s e ,  p a r t r i d g e  a n d  v e n i s o n . 
H i s t o r i a n s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  m e a l 
t o o k  p l a c e  o u t d o o r s  b e c a u s e  t h e r e 
w a s n ’ t  a  b u i l d i n g  a v a i l a b l e  l a r g e 
e n o u g h  t o  h o u s e  t h e  s e t t l e r s  a n d 
t h e  n e a r l y  9 0  M a s s a s o i t  w h o  d i n e d .
  T h e  P i l g r i m s  w e r e  n o t  t h e  f i r s t 
t o  h a v e  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  k i n d . 
M a n y  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  h e l d  a n n u a l  h a r -

v e s t  f e s t i v a l s .  T h e  a n c i e n t  G r e e k s 
a n d  R o m a n s  s a c r i f i c e d  t o  t h e  g o d s 
a n d  g o d d e s s e s  o f  t h e  h a r v e s t ,  a n d 
o r i g i n a t e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  c o r n u c o -
p i a  –  h o r n  o f  p l e n t y .  T h e  J e w s  c e l -
e b r a t e  t h e  h o l i d a y  S u k k o t ,  w h i c h 
h o n o r s  t h e  r e w a r d s  o f  t h e  h a r v e s t ; 
a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  H a r v e s t  M o o n . 
E v e n  A m e r i c a n s  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e 
h a r v e s t  l o n g  b e f o r e  T h a n k s g i v -
i n g  a r r i v e s .  P u m p k i n s ,  a p p l e s , 
a n d  c o r n  a r e  a b u n d a n t  i n  t o w n 
m a r k e t s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  S e p t e m b e r .
  
  To d a y ,  u n c l e s ,  a u n t s ,  g r a n d p a r e n t s , 
a n d  o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s  c o m e  t o g e t h e r 
t o  e n j o y  t h e  f o o d  a n d  s p i r i t  o f  t h e 
a u t u m n a l  s e a s o n .  A n d  a  g o o d  a f t e r -
d i n n e r  f o o t b a l l  g a m e  d o e s n ’ t  h u r t 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n  a  b i t .  T h e s e  f a m i l y -
c e n t e r e d  t r a d i t i o n s   i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e 
p r e s e n t  d a y  T h a n k s g i v i n g  a r e  w h a t 
k e e p s  t h e  h o l i d a y  e v o l v i n g .  A f t e r 
a l l ,  “ p a s s  t h e  t u r k e y ”  s o u n d s  m u c h 
b e t t e r  t h a n ,  “ p a s s  t h e  e e l ”  –  w e l l , 
t o  m o s t  a n y w a y .  G o b b l e ,  g o b b l e !   

 

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-335-0941

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941

TERRI MOON

The Moon Report (Continued from Page 8-A)

and has stolen the 
hearts of everyone he 
meets. He would beg 
sweetly for a snack 
and sit patiently for 
you to pet him. Bud-
dy had an injury to 
his back leg and we 
knew he needed to 

see a vet. So, thank 
you to “Scuba Steve” 
who helped me load 
this 97 lb. scared pup 
in my truck! Thanks 
to Emory Vet Clinic 
we learned Buddy 
needed to be treated 
for heart worms plus 

all of his shots. In ad-
dition x-rays showed 
his back leg was out 
of socket and would 
discuss possible sur-
gery in a couple of 
months. Buddy is 
such a “sweet boy” 
and deserves a lot of 

love. A special thanks 
to Scuba Steve and 
his big heart for step-
ping up and mak-
ing sure Buddy gets 
fed and meds given 
and a warm bed and 
thanks to all of Bud-
dy’s friends who con-

tributed to the con-
tinuing care of this 
awesome dog who 
has adopted us all!
  Happy Birthday 
to Brother John 
–  wishing you all 
the best with love. 
  Happy Fall Fish-

ing to you all!     

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship
& Help Keep 

Our Lake Clean
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping  
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional 
Guide

John Morris
Phone: (903) 413-6919         
Email: 
    bassmr@geusnet.com
web: 
    www.jmguideservice.com

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork Open October 7th

Top 5 winnners in the Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork 36th Semi 
Annual Open were (lt to rt) 1st Place Joe Carathers, 2nd Kenny LaDuke,
3rd Rich Michaels, 4th David Pitre, and 5th Rodney Ellis.

By Don Hampton

  Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters of Lake Fork held 
their 36th Semi Annual 
Bass Tournament on 

October 7th hosted out 
of Oak Ridge Marina.
  This was a five fish 
stringer tournament pay-
ing the top five places and 
three places for big bass. 
Pay back was 80% of all 
entries for heavy string-
er and 100% pay back 
for big bass giving the 
winning anglers a good 
check for a day of fish-

ing. Fishing hours were 
from 6 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
  Big bass of the tourna-
ment was over the slot 
weighing 8.76-pounds 
and was caught by Joe 
Carathers. He also won 1st 
Place heavy stringer with 
a weight of 10.79-pounds. 
Winning 2nd Place Big 
Bass and heavy stringer 
was Kenny LaDuke 

with a 2.33-pound and 
a stringer weight of 
8.54-pounds. Placing 3rd 
Place with heavy stringer 
was Rich Michaels with 
a weight of 7.46-pounds. 
David Pitre won 4th 
Place heavy stringer with 
a weight of 7.35-pounds. 
He also won 3rd Big Bass 
with one that weighed 
2.02-pounds. Coming in 
5th Place heavy stringer 
was Rodney Ellis with a 

weight of 7.12-pounds.
  At the end of the tourna-
ment there was a raffle 
for some nice prizes fur-
nished by the clubs local 
sponsors. On behalf of 
Texas Trails I would like 
to thank all of our spon-
sors; Custom Angle Rods, 
Lake Fork Country Store, 
Lake Fork Marina, Sartin 
Marine, Service Marine, 
Fisherman’s One Stop, 
Angels Barber Shop, Lake 

Fork Trophy Lures, and 
Lake Country Insurance.
  If this club sounds like 
one you’d like to set 
your hook in, give me 
a call, Don Hampton at 
903-360-6994 or 903-
383-7748 or Rodney 
Ellis, President at 903-
714-6473. For more in-
formation go to www.tex-
astrailsbassmasters.com.
  I hope to be fish-
ing with you this year!

Waterfowl Hunting Season Prospects Bright
  A l l  t h i n g s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  t h i s  y e a r ’s  Te x -
a s  w a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n  i s  l o o k -
i n g  p r e t t y  f a v o r a b l e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Te x a s  P a r k s  a n d  Wi l d l i f e  D e p a r t m e n t .
  “ C u r r e n t l y,  a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y  s u r p r i s -
i n g l y,  w e  a r e  l o o k i n g  p r e t t y  g o o d 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  u p c o m i n g  w a t e r f o w l 
s e a s o n , ”  s a i d  K e v i n  K r a a i ,  T P W D  w a -
t e r f o w l  p r o g r a m  c o o r d i n a t o r,  “ a n d  t h a t 
i s  r e a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  G o o d  r a i n -
f a l l  l a t e  t h i s  s u m m e r  a n d  e v e n  m o r e 
r e c e n t l y  h a s  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  H i g h 
P l a i n s  p l a y a s ,  R o l l i n g  P l a i n s  a n d  O a k 
P r a i r i e s  s t o c k  p o n d s  a n d  r e s e r v o i r s , 
a n d  e v e n  f a r  e a s t e r n  Te x a s  h a b i t a t s 
i n  b e t t e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e  c o n d i t i o n s . ”
  T h e  g e n e r a l  d u c k  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n 
g o t  u n d e r  w a y  t h e  w e e k e n d  o f  O c t . 
2 8 - 2 9  i n  t h e  Te x a s  P a n h a n d l e  ( H i g h 
P l a i n s  M a l l a r d  M a n a g e m e n t  U n i t ) 
a n d  r e s u m e s  N o v.  3  t h r o u g h  J a n .  2 8 , 
2 0 1 8 .  I n  t h e  S o u t h  Z o n e ,  d u c k  s e a -
s o n  r u n s  N o v.  4 - 2 6  a n d  r e s u m e s  D e c . 
9  t h r o u g h  J a n .  2 0 ,  2 0 1 8 .  D u c k  h u n t -
i n g  i n  t h e  N o r t h  Z o n e  o p e n s  N o v.  11 -
2 6  a n d  r e s u m e s  D e c .  2  t h r o u g h  J a n . 
2 8 ,  2 0 1 8 .  H u n t e r s  a r e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t 
“ d u s k y  d u c k s ”  a r e  o f f  l i m i t s  d u r -

i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  d a y s  o f  t h e  s e a s o n .
  G o o s e  h u n t i n g  a l s o  k i c k s  o f f 
N o v.  4  s t a t e w i d e  a n d  r u n s  t h r o u g h 
J a n .  2 8 ,  2 0 1 8  i n  t h e  E a s t  Z o n e  a n d 
F e b .  4 ,  2 0 1 8  i n  t h e  We s t  Z o n e .
  Wi t h  t h e  Te x a s  g u l f  c o a s t  s e r v i n g 
a s  w i n t e r  h o m e  t o  2 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e 
C e n t r a l  F l y w a y  w a t e r f o w l  p o p u l a -
t i o n ,  h a b i t a t  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  w a k e 
o f  H u r r i c a n e  H a r v e y  w e r e  a n  o b v i -
o u s  c o n c e r n  f o r  w a t e r f o w l  b i o l o g i s t s .
  “ T h e  Te x a s  c o a s t  o b v i o u s l y  e n d u r e d 
s o m e  e x t r e m e  w e a t h e r  r e c e n t l y  a n d  w e 
s u r p r i s i n g l y  s a w  d e c e n t  e a r l y  t e a l  h u n t -
i n g  i n  m a n y  p l a c e s  t h i s  p a s t  m o n t h , ” 
K r a a i  n o t e d .  “ H a b i t a t  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e 
i n  f a i r  t o  v e r y  g o o d  s h a p e  a c r o s s  m u c h 
o f  t h e  c o a s t  j u s t  a  f e w  w e e k s  a f t e r 
t h e  s t o r m .  R e c o v e r y  o f  t h e s e  h a b i -
t a t s  h a s  b e e n  m o r e  r a p i d  t h a n  m a n y 
o f  u s  e n v i s i o n e d .  Wa t e r f o w l  f o o d s  a r e 
a b u n d a n t  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  b y  t h e  d a y. ”
  Wi n t e r i n g  w a t e r f o w l  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e i r 
d i e t  o n  s e c o n d  g r o w t h  r i c e  c r o p s  o n  t h e 
c o a s t a l  p r a i r i e s  a n d  f o r t u n a t e l y,  m u c h 
o f  t h i s  y e a r ’s  r i c e  c r o p  w a s  h a r v e s t e d 
j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  s t o r m .  I t ,  t o o ,  i s  r e c o v -
e r i n g  a n d  s t a r t i n g  i t s  s e c o n d  g r o w t h , 

w h i c h  w i l l  b e  v e r y  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  w i n t e r -
i n g  d u c k s  a n d  g e e s e .  P l a n t e d  a c r e s  o f 
r i c e  h a v e  o n c e  a g a i n  r e b o u n d e d  i n  t h e 
L o w e r  C o l o r a d o  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e  n o w 
t h a t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  r e m o v e d 
a f t e r  t h e  f i l l i n g  o f  t h e  H i g h l a n d  L a k e s .
  W h i l e  h a b i t a t  c o n d i t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e 
c o a s t a l  r e g i o n  a r e  m u c h - i m p r o v e d , 
h u n t e r s  w i l l  b e  l o o k i n g  t o  w e a t h e r  f o r e -
cas t s  o f  co ld  f ron t s  to  he lp  push  the  b i rds 
s o u t h w a r d  h e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  s e a s o n .
  “ T h i s  s c e n a r i o  o f  a b u n d a n t  f r e s h  w a -
t e r  a n d  f o o d s  a c r o s s  m o s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e 
m a k e  m e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  Te x a s  d u c k  a n d 
g o o s e  h u n t e r s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i -
t y  t o  s e e  l o t s  o f  f o w l  t h i s  w i n t e r, ”  K r a a i 
p r e d i c t e d .  “ N o w  w e  j u s t  n e e d  M o t h e r 
N a t u r e  t o  g i v e  u s  a  f e w  g o o d  c o l d  f r o n t s 
a n d  m a k e  s u r e  o u r  w e t  s p o t s  s t a y  w e t . ”
  H u n t e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  r e v i e w 
h u n t i n g  r u l e s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  t h e 
2 0 1 7 - 1 8  Wa t e r f o w l  H u n t i n g  D i g e s t 
b e f o r e  h e a d i n g  a f i e l d .  P r i n t e d  c o p i e s 
o f  t h e  d i g e s t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  w h e r e v e r 
h u n t i n g  l i c e n s e s  a r e  s o l d  a n d  f o r  d o w n -
l o a d  o n l i n e  f r o m  t h e  T P W D  w e b  s i t e .

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.
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ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

“All Newly Remodeled!”

We Now Fill Propane Bottles

Boat Trailer Steps by Easy Step Systems LLC Fixed and Swing 
Away Models Available Five Easy Step Models To Choose From

Easy Step System 
boat trailer steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
• No more slipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer fenders with your 
shoes
• No more worrying 
about loading or un-
loading your boat by 
yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when entering and exit-
ing
• Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish 
for a lasting new ap-
pearance.
• Capacity rating
400 lbs.

Endorsed By:

Proud Sponsor of the “14th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.
 web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com

Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

The ESS-3
  A 3-step Powder-Coated 
Steel model that fits most 
air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3-SS
  A 3-step Stainless 
Steel model that 
fits most air, alu-
minum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat 
trailers.

The ESS-3SA
A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away 
tongue trailers.

The ESS-4
  A 4-step model that 
fits most bay, center 
console, and high bow 
pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-4-SS
  A 4-step Stainless 
Steel model that fits 
most bay, center con-
sole, and high bow 
pleasure boat trail-
ers.

Easy Step System
boat trailer steps

mount to the tongue
or frame of your

trailer so you can
load or unload
everyone and

everything on or off
of your boat safely

and easily while still
on the trailer.

Made In America
In Tyler, Texas

System LLC

New From 
Easy Step System

3 - Step Side Mount 
Model ESS-3 18-SM
Offset to allow more 

mounting options
400-lb load limit

NEW

"The Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”, 
The Fisherman's Guide News, 'Bassin With Bubba' 

The Wish To Fish FoundationEntry Forms Soon Available At All Local 
Businesses or online:

www.legendoflakefork.com
or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on 

Mailing List!!

14th Annual Legend
Of Lake Fork

Big Bass Tournament
May 18, 19, 20, 2018

$330,000
Guaranteed In 
Cash & Prizes

All Boats, Makes & 
Models Welcome!!

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”
Visit Us OnLine www.fishguidenews.com

Carryover Birds Expected to Bolster Prospects for Quail Season Continued from Page 7-A)

statewide quail sur-
veys that were initi-
ated in 1978 to moni-
tor quail populations. 
This index uses ran-
domly selected, 20-
mile roadside survey 
lines to determine an-
nual quail population 

trends by ecological 
region. This trend in-
formation helps de-
termine relative quail 
populations among 
the regions of Texas.
  Comparisons can 
be made between 
the mean (average) 

number of quail ob-
served per route this 
year and the long 
term mean (LTM) 
for quail seen within 
an ecological region. 
The quail survey 
was not designed 
to predict relative 

abundance for any 
area smaller than the 
ecological region.
  A regional break-
down of this year’s 
TPWD quail in-
dex survey, in-
cluding highlights 
and prospects, is 

available online.
  Quail hunting sea-
son runs through 
Feb. 25, 2018. The 
daily bag limit for 
quail is 15, with 45 
in possession. Legal 
shooting hours for 
all non-migratory 

game birds are 30 
minutes before sun-
rise to 30 minutes 
after sunset. The bag 
limit is the maxi-
mum number that 
may be killed dur-
ing the legal shoot-
ing hours in one day.
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Individual * Group • Corporate 
• Instructional & Beginner Trips

Michael McFarland
Lake Fork Guide Service

All Fishermen Welcome! Use the best rods, 
reels and tackle all provided and inclusive 
with this ad. Specializing in teaching, from 
the beginning basics all the way  through to  
the career pro level. High school team dis-
counts!!! Remember to take a kid fishing or 
hunting. There is nothing more rewarding 
than the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

Lake Fork’s Northeast Marina 
“Where the Fish and the Coffee Bite”

5409 F.M. 2966 Yantis, TX 75497
Hours: Tuesday-Sunday 6am to 6pm, Closed Mondays

Live Bait • Frozen Bait
Fishing Tackle

Cold Drinks • Coffee
Ice • Snacks

Friendly New Owners

Water Accessible • New Fishing Pier and Gangway 
Concrete Boat Ramp (Ask Us About An Annual Pass)

19 RV Spots COMING SOON!
1200 sqft Fisherman’s Studio Sleeps 4

903-383-3408

Owners: 
Kathy and Phil Shadwell Cornerstone Medicare Solutions

For Texas

Do You Have Medicare Questions?
We Have Answers!

Call today with your questions or 
for a free consultation.

Jesse Skinner, Independent Broker
903-629-5736

jdskinner1@hotmail.com

BENEFIT SPECIALIST FOR:

*Medicare Suplements *Low Income Plans
*Medicare Advantage Plans 

*Prescription Drug Plans

“Knowing What To Look For!”
By Michael McFarland

  In late Fall/Ear-
ly Winter and all 
through the win-
ter months, shallow 
grass flats can be a 
great place to find 
big bass.  These shal-
low grass flats can 
be very intimidating 

due to their size and 
difficulty in picking 
apart the key areas 
within the flats.    
  These tend to be the 
areas that are just a 
bit deeper and  the 
bass will choose to 
use often when feed-
ing.  By using your 
sonar to find and 

pinpoint hard bot-
tom areas, as you 
can see in the image 
below to the right, 
you can break down 
these flats by using 
waypoints to mark 
the hard areas. These 
are also the areas 
that create edges for 
bass to ambush the 

bait moving through 
and hiding in the 
grass.  These are the 
areas you will want 
to target specifical-
ly, allowing you to 
eliminate all the non-
productive grass. It 
is important that you 
make a multitude 
of waypoints while 

you’re covering the 
entire flat before you 
fish it.
  What to look for 
specifially when 
graphing a flat see 
the chart below. 
  If you’re interest-
ed in learning how 
to get the very most 
info out of your fish-

ing graph, please 
contact Mike@mc-
fa r landf ish ing .com 
or call 602-826-1524 
for an on the lake 
session with your 
electronics.
  Wishing you all 
good fishing!

Fish Friendly
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ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

“All Newly Remodeled!”

We Now Fill Propane Bottles

Boat Trailer Steps by Easy Step Systems LLC Fixed and Swing 
Away Models Available Five Easy Step Models To Choose From

Easy Step System 
boat trailer steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
• No more slipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer fenders with your 
shoes
• No more worrying 
about loading or un-
loading your boat by 
yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when entering and exit-
ing
• Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish 
for a lasting new ap-
pearance.
• Capacity rating
400 lbs.

Endorsed By:

Proud Sponsor of the “14th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.
 web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com

Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

The ESS-3
  A 3-step Powder-Coated 
Steel model that fits most 
air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3-SS
  A 3-step Stainless 
Steel model that 
fits most air, alu-
minum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat 
trailers.

The ESS-3SA
A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away 
tongue trailers.

The ESS-4
  A 4-step model that 
fits most bay, center 
console, and high bow 
pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-4-SS
  A 4-step Stainless 
Steel model that fits 
most bay, center con-
sole, and high bow 
pleasure boat trail-
ers.

Easy Step System
boat trailer steps

mount to the tongue
or frame of your

trailer so you can
load or unload
everyone and

everything on or off
of your boat safely

and easily while still
on the trailer.

Made In America
In Tyler, Texas

System LLC

New From 
Easy Step System

3 - Step Side Mount 
Model ESS-3 18-SM
Offset to allow more 

mounting options
400-lb load limit

NEW

"The Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”, 
The Fisherman's Guide News, 'Bassin With Bubba' 

The Wish To Fish FoundationEntry Forms Soon Available At All Local 
Businesses or online:

www.legendoflakefork.com
or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on 

Mailing List!!

14th Annual Legend
Of Lake Fork

Big Bass Tournament
May 18, 19, 20, 2018

$330,000
Guaranteed In 
Cash & Prizes

All Boats, Makes & 
Models Welcome!!

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”
Visit Us OnLine www.fishguidenews.com

Carryover Birds Expected to Bolster Prospects for Quail Season Continued from Page 7-A)

statewide quail sur-
veys that were initi-
ated in 1978 to moni-
tor quail populations. 
This index uses ran-
domly selected, 20-
mile roadside survey 
lines to determine an-
nual quail population 

trends by ecological 
region. This trend in-
formation helps de-
termine relative quail 
populations among 
the regions of Texas.
  Comparisons can 
be made between 
the mean (average) 

number of quail ob-
served per route this 
year and the long 
term mean (LTM) 
for quail seen within 
an ecological region. 
The quail survey 
was not designed 
to predict relative 

abundance for any 
area smaller than the 
ecological region.
  A regional break-
down of this year’s 
TPWD quail in-
dex survey, in-
cluding highlights 
and prospects, is 

available online.
  Quail hunting sea-
son runs through 
Feb. 25, 2018. The 
daily bag limit for 
quail is 15, with 45 
in possession. Legal 
shooting hours for 
all non-migratory 

game birds are 30 
minutes before sun-
rise to 30 minutes 
after sunset. The bag 
limit is the maxi-
mum number that 
may be killed dur-
ing the legal shoot-
ing hours in one day.
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping  
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional 
Guide

John Morris
Phone: (903) 413-6919         
Email: 
    bassmr@geusnet.com
web: 
    www.jmguideservice.com

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork Open October 7th

Top 5 winnners in the Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork 36th Semi 
Annual Open were (lt to rt) 1st Place Joe Carathers, 2nd Kenny LaDuke,
3rd Rich Michaels, 4th David Pitre, and 5th Rodney Ellis.

By Don Hampton

  Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters of Lake Fork held 
their 36th Semi Annual 
Bass Tournament on 

October 7th hosted out 
of Oak Ridge Marina.
  This was a five fish 
stringer tournament pay-
ing the top five places and 
three places for big bass. 
Pay back was 80% of all 
entries for heavy string-
er and 100% pay back 
for big bass giving the 
winning anglers a good 
check for a day of fish-

ing. Fishing hours were 
from 6 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
  Big bass of the tourna-
ment was over the slot 
weighing 8.76-pounds 
and was caught by Joe 
Carathers. He also won 1st 
Place heavy stringer with 
a weight of 10.79-pounds. 
Winning 2nd Place Big 
Bass and heavy stringer 
was Kenny LaDuke 

with a 2.33-pound and 
a stringer weight of 
8.54-pounds. Placing 3rd 
Place with heavy stringer 
was Rich Michaels with 
a weight of 7.46-pounds. 
David Pitre won 4th 
Place heavy stringer with 
a weight of 7.35-pounds. 
He also won 3rd Big Bass 
with one that weighed 
2.02-pounds. Coming in 
5th Place heavy stringer 
was Rodney Ellis with a 

weight of 7.12-pounds.
  At the end of the tourna-
ment there was a raffle 
for some nice prizes fur-
nished by the clubs local 
sponsors. On behalf of 
Texas Trails I would like 
to thank all of our spon-
sors; Custom Angle Rods, 
Lake Fork Country Store, 
Lake Fork Marina, Sartin 
Marine, Service Marine, 
Fisherman’s One Stop, 
Angels Barber Shop, Lake 

Fork Trophy Lures, and 
Lake Country Insurance.
  If this club sounds like 
one you’d like to set 
your hook in, give me 
a call, Don Hampton at 
903-360-6994 or 903-
383-7748 or Rodney 
Ellis, President at 903-
714-6473. For more in-
formation go to www.tex-
astrailsbassmasters.com.
  I hope to be fish-
ing with you this year!

Waterfowl Hunting Season Prospects Bright
  A l l  t h i n g s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  t h i s  y e a r ’s  Te x -
a s  w a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n  i s  l o o k -
i n g  p r e t t y  f a v o r a b l e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Te x a s  P a r k s  a n d  Wi l d l i f e  D e p a r t m e n t .
  “ C u r r e n t l y,  a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y  s u r p r i s -
i n g l y,  w e  a r e  l o o k i n g  p r e t t y  g o o d 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  u p c o m i n g  w a t e r f o w l 
s e a s o n , ”  s a i d  K e v i n  K r a a i ,  T P W D  w a -
t e r f o w l  p r o g r a m  c o o r d i n a t o r,  “ a n d  t h a t 
i s  r e a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  G o o d  r a i n -
f a l l  l a t e  t h i s  s u m m e r  a n d  e v e n  m o r e 
r e c e n t l y  h a s  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  H i g h 
P l a i n s  p l a y a s ,  R o l l i n g  P l a i n s  a n d  O a k 
P r a i r i e s  s t o c k  p o n d s  a n d  r e s e r v o i r s , 
a n d  e v e n  f a r  e a s t e r n  Te x a s  h a b i t a t s 
i n  b e t t e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e  c o n d i t i o n s . ”
  T h e  g e n e r a l  d u c k  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n 
g o t  u n d e r  w a y  t h e  w e e k e n d  o f  O c t . 
2 8 - 2 9  i n  t h e  Te x a s  P a n h a n d l e  ( H i g h 
P l a i n s  M a l l a r d  M a n a g e m e n t  U n i t ) 
a n d  r e s u m e s  N o v.  3  t h r o u g h  J a n .  2 8 , 
2 0 1 8 .  I n  t h e  S o u t h  Z o n e ,  d u c k  s e a -
s o n  r u n s  N o v.  4 - 2 6  a n d  r e s u m e s  D e c . 
9  t h r o u g h  J a n .  2 0 ,  2 0 1 8 .  D u c k  h u n t -
i n g  i n  t h e  N o r t h  Z o n e  o p e n s  N o v.  11 -
2 6  a n d  r e s u m e s  D e c .  2  t h r o u g h  J a n . 
2 8 ,  2 0 1 8 .  H u n t e r s  a r e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t 
“ d u s k y  d u c k s ”  a r e  o f f  l i m i t s  d u r -

i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  d a y s  o f  t h e  s e a s o n .
  G o o s e  h u n t i n g  a l s o  k i c k s  o f f 
N o v.  4  s t a t e w i d e  a n d  r u n s  t h r o u g h 
J a n .  2 8 ,  2 0 1 8  i n  t h e  E a s t  Z o n e  a n d 
F e b .  4 ,  2 0 1 8  i n  t h e  We s t  Z o n e .
  Wi t h  t h e  Te x a s  g u l f  c o a s t  s e r v i n g 
a s  w i n t e r  h o m e  t o  2 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e 
C e n t r a l  F l y w a y  w a t e r f o w l  p o p u l a -
t i o n ,  h a b i t a t  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  w a k e 
o f  H u r r i c a n e  H a r v e y  w e r e  a n  o b v i -
o u s  c o n c e r n  f o r  w a t e r f o w l  b i o l o g i s t s .
  “ T h e  Te x a s  c o a s t  o b v i o u s l y  e n d u r e d 
s o m e  e x t r e m e  w e a t h e r  r e c e n t l y  a n d  w e 
s u r p r i s i n g l y  s a w  d e c e n t  e a r l y  t e a l  h u n t -
i n g  i n  m a n y  p l a c e s  t h i s  p a s t  m o n t h , ” 
K r a a i  n o t e d .  “ H a b i t a t  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e 
i n  f a i r  t o  v e r y  g o o d  s h a p e  a c r o s s  m u c h 
o f  t h e  c o a s t  j u s t  a  f e w  w e e k s  a f t e r 
t h e  s t o r m .  R e c o v e r y  o f  t h e s e  h a b i -
t a t s  h a s  b e e n  m o r e  r a p i d  t h a n  m a n y 
o f  u s  e n v i s i o n e d .  Wa t e r f o w l  f o o d s  a r e 
a b u n d a n t  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  b y  t h e  d a y. ”
  Wi n t e r i n g  w a t e r f o w l  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e i r 
d i e t  o n  s e c o n d  g r o w t h  r i c e  c r o p s  o n  t h e 
c o a s t a l  p r a i r i e s  a n d  f o r t u n a t e l y,  m u c h 
o f  t h i s  y e a r ’s  r i c e  c r o p  w a s  h a r v e s t e d 
j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  s t o r m .  I t ,  t o o ,  i s  r e c o v -
e r i n g  a n d  s t a r t i n g  i t s  s e c o n d  g r o w t h , 

w h i c h  w i l l  b e  v e r y  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  w i n t e r -
i n g  d u c k s  a n d  g e e s e .  P l a n t e d  a c r e s  o f 
r i c e  h a v e  o n c e  a g a i n  r e b o u n d e d  i n  t h e 
L o w e r  C o l o r a d o  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e  n o w 
t h a t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  r e m o v e d 
a f t e r  t h e  f i l l i n g  o f  t h e  H i g h l a n d  L a k e s .
  W h i l e  h a b i t a t  c o n d i t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e 
c o a s t a l  r e g i o n  a r e  m u c h - i m p r o v e d , 
h u n t e r s  w i l l  b e  l o o k i n g  t o  w e a t h e r  f o r e -
cas t s  o f  co ld  f ron t s  to  he lp  push  the  b i rds 
s o u t h w a r d  h e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  s e a s o n .
  “ T h i s  s c e n a r i o  o f  a b u n d a n t  f r e s h  w a -
t e r  a n d  f o o d s  a c r o s s  m o s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e 
m a k e  m e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  Te x a s  d u c k  a n d 
g o o s e  h u n t e r s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i -
t y  t o  s e e  l o t s  o f  f o w l  t h i s  w i n t e r, ”  K r a a i 
p r e d i c t e d .  “ N o w  w e  j u s t  n e e d  M o t h e r 
N a t u r e  t o  g i v e  u s  a  f e w  g o o d  c o l d  f r o n t s 
a n d  m a k e  s u r e  o u r  w e t  s p o t s  s t a y  w e t . ”
  H u n t e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  r e v i e w 
h u n t i n g  r u l e s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  t h e 
2 0 1 7 - 1 8  Wa t e r f o w l  H u n t i n g  D i g e s t 
b e f o r e  h e a d i n g  a f i e l d .  P r i n t e d  c o p i e s 
o f  t h e  d i g e s t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  w h e r e v e r 
h u n t i n g  l i c e n s e s  a r e  s o l d  a n d  f o r  d o w n -
l o a d  o n l i n e  f r o m  t h e  T P W D  w e b  s i t e .

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.
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LIFE TIME WARRANTY
“Let me install your bow lights today!”

Complete Line of 
Lowrance Products

On The Lake Instructions With All Electronics 
8” ~ 20” BLUEWATERLED Lights 

With On/Off Dimmer Switch • Parts & Labor Included •
All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint • Also Available for Boats, 

Trailers, Motorcycles, Motor Homes, Golf Carts, Truck Beds,  
Fishing Docks, Patios

For Safety and Style Let The Specialist Give you a 
New Look On the Water! Call Today!

Lake Fork Boat Accessories
LED Lighting & Installation Specialist
All Types Electronics * Trolling Motors

Bill Macon  205-441-5399
lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com

Dock restoration
staining/painting

(Light Repairs)

We Stain or Paint New Docks
or Gray Weathered Docks.

Tired of Looking at Your Weathered
Dock. Turn it Into One That You Can Be Proud Of 

and Will Last Longer!

Stain Your New Dock So It Doesn’t Get 
That Gray Weathered Look.

We Also Do Underwater Lights.

Call For Free Estimate 
And See How Affordable It Is!

Call Gary ~ 903-850-9756
(Military Veteran)

Behind the Holiday: The Truth About Thanksgiving
  T h e  P i l g r i m s  n e v e r  h e l d  a n  a u t u m -
n a l  “ T h a n k s g i v i n g  f e a s t , ”  b u t  t h e y 
d i d  g a t h e r  t o  e a t  a n d  s h a r e  i n  t h e 
b o u n t y  o f  a  p l e n t i f u l  h a r v e s t .  B e -
f o r e  y o u  s t a r t  m i x i n g  t h e  s t u f f i n g , 
t a k e  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  T h a n k s -
g i v i n g  D a y  –  t h e  t r u t h  b e h i n d 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n  m a y  b e  s u r p r i s i n g . 
  T h e  h o l i d a y  o r i g i n a t e d  n o t  a s  a 
d a y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o b s e r v a t i o n  b u t  a s 
a  t r a d i t i o n a l  E n g l i s h  h a r v e s t .  T h e 
a u t u m n  o f  1 6 2 1  y i e l d e d  b o u n t i f u l 
c r o p s  a n d  t h e  P i l g r i m s  g a t h e r e d  t o -
g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  M a s s a s o i t ,  a  n e a r -
b y  g r o u p  o f  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n s ,  t o 
e n j o y  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e i r  h a r d 
w o r k .  T h e  o r i g i n a l  P i l g r i m  f e a s t 
c o n s i s t e d  o f  m a n y  i t e m s  t h a t  w e r e 
c o m m o n  b a c k  t h e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  e e l , 
s h e l l f i s h ,  o y s t e r s  a n d  b o i l e d  p u m p -
k i n .  M i l k ,  c h e e s e  a n d  b u t t e r  w e r e 
n o t  a v a i l a b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w e r e  n o 
c o w s .  T h e r e  w e r e  n o  p r e - p a c k a g e d 
b i s c u i t s  o r  r e a d y - m a d e  p i e  c r u s t s , 
o n l y  b r e a d s  m a d e  f r o m  c o r n .  T u r k e y 
w a s  n o t  t h e  s t a r  o f  t h e  P i l g r i m  h a r -
v e s t  f e a s t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f 

d u c k ,  g o o s e ,  p a r t r i d g e  a n d  v e n i s o n . 
H i s t o r i a n s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  m e a l 
t o o k  p l a c e  o u t d o o r s  b e c a u s e  t h e r e 
w a s n ’ t  a  b u i l d i n g  a v a i l a b l e  l a r g e 
e n o u g h  t o  h o u s e  t h e  s e t t l e r s  a n d 
t h e  n e a r l y  9 0  M a s s a s o i t  w h o  d i n e d .
  T h e  P i l g r i m s  w e r e  n o t  t h e  f i r s t 
t o  h a v e  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  k i n d . 
M a n y  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  h e l d  a n n u a l  h a r -

v e s t  f e s t i v a l s .  T h e  a n c i e n t  G r e e k s 
a n d  R o m a n s  s a c r i f i c e d  t o  t h e  g o d s 
a n d  g o d d e s s e s  o f  t h e  h a r v e s t ,  a n d 
o r i g i n a t e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  c o r n u c o -
p i a  –  h o r n  o f  p l e n t y .  T h e  J e w s  c e l -
e b r a t e  t h e  h o l i d a y  S u k k o t ,  w h i c h 
h o n o r s  t h e  r e w a r d s  o f  t h e  h a r v e s t ; 
a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  H a r v e s t  M o o n . 
E v e n  A m e r i c a n s  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e 
h a r v e s t  l o n g  b e f o r e  T h a n k s g i v -
i n g  a r r i v e s .  P u m p k i n s ,  a p p l e s , 
a n d  c o r n  a r e  a b u n d a n t  i n  t o w n 
m a r k e t s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  S e p t e m b e r .
  
  To d a y ,  u n c l e s ,  a u n t s ,  g r a n d p a r e n t s , 
a n d  o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s  c o m e  t o g e t h e r 
t o  e n j o y  t h e  f o o d  a n d  s p i r i t  o f  t h e 
a u t u m n a l  s e a s o n .  A n d  a  g o o d  a f t e r -
d i n n e r  f o o t b a l l  g a m e  d o e s n ’ t  h u r t 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n  a  b i t .  T h e s e  f a m i l y -
c e n t e r e d  t r a d i t i o n s   i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e 
p r e s e n t  d a y  T h a n k s g i v i n g  a r e  w h a t 
k e e p s  t h e  h o l i d a y  e v o l v i n g .  A f t e r 
a l l ,  “ p a s s  t h e  t u r k e y ”  s o u n d s  m u c h 
b e t t e r  t h a n ,  “ p a s s  t h e  e e l ”  –  w e l l , 
t o  m o s t  a n y w a y .  G o b b l e ,  g o b b l e !   

 

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-335-0941

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941

TERRI MOON

The Moon Report (Continued from Page 8-A)

and has stolen the 
hearts of everyone he 
meets. He would beg 
sweetly for a snack 
and sit patiently for 
you to pet him. Bud-
dy had an injury to 
his back leg and we 
knew he needed to 

see a vet. So, thank 
you to “Scuba Steve” 
who helped me load 
this 97 lb. scared pup 
in my truck! Thanks 
to Emory Vet Clinic 
we learned Buddy 
needed to be treated 
for heart worms plus 

all of his shots. In ad-
dition x-rays showed 
his back leg was out 
of socket and would 
discuss possible sur-
gery in a couple of 
months. Buddy is 
such a “sweet boy” 
and deserves a lot of 

love. A special thanks 
to Scuba Steve and 
his big heart for step-
ping up and mak-
ing sure Buddy gets 
fed and meds given 
and a warm bed and 
thanks to all of Bud-
dy’s friends who con-

tributed to the con-
tinuing care of this 
awesome dog who 
has adopted us all!
  Happy Birthday 
to Brother John 
–  wishing you all 
the best with love. 
  Happy Fall Fish-

ing to you all!     

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship
& Help Keep 

Our Lake Clean
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

Fork’s Best and Worst of November

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:
The Fisherman's 

Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

By Terri Moon

  The best part of this 
time of year is that the 
water temperatures 
have started to drop 
triggering the fall mi-
gration that sends the 
crappie into “feed-
ing frenzy” mode. 
They will follow 
the baitfish back up 
the creeks following 
the same routes they 
took in the spring. 
So, if your crappie 
have disappeared, 
you might want 
to look shallower. 
  The worst parts of 
this time of year are 
the “wicked” fronts 
that are moving 
through along with 
the crazy wind! Per-
sonally, the WIND 
is the toughest ob-
stacle to deal with 
and we’ve had more 
than our fair share of 
it lately! Then when 
you combine it with 
those mornings with 
temperatures in the 
30’s – it HURTS! 
– That’s when I’m 
grateful that some 
of these crappie are 
showing up in the 
coves out of the wind. 
I’m targeting 10-18 
ft. depths, in 12 to 24 
ft. of water. Look for 
the baitfish and target 
timber, creek chan-
nels and flats around 
secondary points. 
  The crappie we’re 
catching have been 
definitely on a feed-
ing pattern. I can’t 
believe the size of 
the shad in their bel-
lies! So, it might not 
hurt to go to larger 
bait like a 3” shad 
colored bait and it 

doesn’t hurt to stick a 
Berkley power nibble 
on it either! On the 
flip side, if the fish 
are finicky and not 
feeding, go to smaller 
bait like a “ity-bit” 
and work it “slow 
motion” to “no mo-
tion.” It’s critical to 
not take your eyes off 
your line because I 
promise you will see 
the bite before you 
feel it! I’m amazed 
at the amount of bites 
people miss. So I do 
my best to help watch 
their line so I can let 
them know when a 
crappie is knocking! 
The crappie have been 
pushing the bait up so 
watch for slack line – 
it could be a giant!
  November has al-
ways been a “BIG 
FISH” month so 
don’t miss out on it. 
Also, November is 
Lake Fork Marina’s 
customer apprecia-
tion month and rooms 
are $55 a night and in 
their new incredible 
store, their tackle, 
clothing and gifts are 

25% off. They’ve got 
some great gift selec-
tions for all the fish-
ermen in your fam-
ily—so keep them 
in mind for your 
holiday shopping! 
  I want to send a sin-
cere “thank you” to 
everyone who gener-
ously donated to the 
“Buddy…camp dog” 
fund. Buddy wan-
dered into our lives 
several months ago 
at Lake Fork Marina 
(Continued on Next Page)

    “Bassin’ With 
Bubba Guide

Services”
Individual * Group 

Corporate 
Instructional 

& Beginner Trips 
Welcome 

NOW BOOKING!!!
For The Spawn

Welsh and Monticello 

903-383-7748
903-360-6994

fishnews@lakefork.net
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca 
* Amber * Mary Ann * Samantha  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

      Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com
903-638-1170 

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX
At Our Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup

‘Pack of Knowledge’  The When, Where, and How of Jig Fishing
By Andrew Grills

  The one technique that I’m asked about most of-
ten is still jig fishing. It’s still one of my favor-
ite ways to catch bass. However, many anglers are 
confused about when, where, and how to fish a jig.
  These factors are extraordinarily important when jig 
fishing, especially on Lake Fork. The vast amount 
of standing timber can make it seem like search-
ing for a needle in a haystack. There are also times 
to put the jig down and opt for a different approach. 
My goal is to help you narrow it down and simplify 

what many find to be a difficult technique to learn.
  In my opinion, fish seem to bite jigs best during the 
colder months leading up to the prespawn period. A 
football jig is a major player here throughout the sum-
mer, however we are focusing on a traditional pitching 
jig for now. I usually check the jig bite in late October, 
but it doesn’t seem to become a viable pattern until mid-
November. The early jig season is usually very produc-
tive because the fish aren’t seeing jigs go by on a daily 
basis and don’t seem as conditioned to the technique.
  I continue to fish a jig regularly throughout most of 
March, but when the water warms and fish are comfort-
able venturing from ledges towards spawning areas the 
effectiveness of the technique seems to wane. An in-
crease in fishing pressure may have something to do with 
it or it could be a transition in their primary forage base. I 
have had customers catch some really big fish later in the 
spring on jigs, however the numbers of bites are much 
lower and there seems to be better ways to catch them.
  As for determining where to fish a jig, I try to imagine 
the lake has zero standing timber and look for structure 
bass should be relating to in the winter and early spring. 
The stumps are just a bonus as cover. Fish use areas such 
as points, secondary points, and creek channels as they 
stage on their way to bedding areas. They then use the 
stumps as cover for safety and ambush of prey, but keep in 
mind they are there because of bottom contour, not cover.
  I find that sharp breaks are most productive throughout 
the cold periods. Bass seem to want to be close to deeper 

water as cold fronts are passing through on a regular ba-
sis during the winter. You will find this on the edges of 
points and secondary points, but most importantly along 
the creek channels. Creek channels are highways for the 
bass and baitfish as they travel to their springtime haunts, 
and they provide deep water access as well. Ditches and 
drains are just as important to pay attention to. Any area 
with a low spot where water would run to the original 
channel prior to impoundment is likely to hold some fish.
  Often, the hardest channels to read are the best. We 
can usually look at the standing timber and get a good 
idea where the creek channel is. The gap in heavily 
timbered areas, leaning stumps (as leaning stumps of-
ten lean over the creek), and the presence of live oak 
stumps can help you identify the original creek channel. 
Live oaks are often the biggest stumps in a given area 
and grow near a water source. Built in maps or map 
chips on your depth finder can sometimes point you 
in the right direction, however they are rarely accurate 
as to the exact location of the channel. I also pay atten-
tion to where the trot lines and jug lines are set if I am 
in an unfamiliar area, as they can sometimes help lead 
you to the channel. Learning how a particular channel 
runs takes time and patience, but it is worth the effort.
  Being near the creek channel, drain, or ditch isn’t enough. 
I have found that boat positioning is a critical factor in 
success. I like to keep my boat in the deeper channel and 
cast to the top of the ledge and bring the jig back as it rolls 

(See Pack of Knowledge...Continued on Page 21-A)

Carryover Birds Expected to Bolster 
Prospects for Quail Season
 The 2016 Texas 
quail season served 
as a renaissance re-
minder of how good 
hunting can be when 
all the right elements 
converge. Specifical-
ly, weather and habi-
tat aligned to create 
a “super boom” year 
for quail production 
that led to exception-
al hunts the likes of 
which had not been 
seen in many years.
  Quail enthusiasts 
are hoping some of 
that magic will carry 
over this fall when 
the season gets under 
way Saturday, Oct. 
28. For that to hap-
pen, a sizable per-

centage of last year’s 
birds will have to 
carry over as well, 
according to wild-
life biologists with 
the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department.
  This year’s quail 
production, although 
not as robust as last 
year’s, is expected 
to be adequate to 
sustain populations 
in areas having suit-
able habitat. Heading 
into 2017, average 
amounts of late win-
ter and spring rain-
fall set up sufficient 
nesting cover, winter 
forage and enough 
insects to trigger 
nesting. A lack of 

timely rainfall dur-
ing the summer, 
however, may have 
hurt chick survival.
“Portions of South 
Texas and the Rolling 
Plains regions were 
in moderate drought 
during mid-summer, 
which may have 
negatively impacted 
brood survival,” said 
Robert Perez, quail 
program leader with 
TPWD. “Hunters will 
likely see more adult 
bobwhites in the bag 
compared to more 
productive years.”
  TPWD projections 
are based on annual 
(See Carryover Birds....
  Continued on Page 14 -A)

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

New Sandwich Shop
Opening Soon In November

Details To Follow

Closed  
For

The Season

“Be 

The Fish!”

“A Big Thank You To All of Our Loyal 
Customers For Making The 2017 

Season Such A Big Success!”
We Will Reopen In February

“Mossy Oak” Camo
All Sport Rain Gear

By

Pant & Jacket Set
Reg. $74.59 Sale $59.95
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

Hours
10 AM till 

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners
‘Happy Thanksgiving’

For All of Your Holiday
Cheers....

We Have All Of
Your Favorite

Beverages Here!

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Practice Safe
Boating

(See Fall Fishing........
  Continued on Page 20-A)

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

See Us on Facebook

Friday-Sunday

Fall Fishing on the Fork
By David Ozio

  “Fall is knocking at our door and the major cold 
fronts are starting to roll in. This sets the stage for 
some outstanding bass fishing on Lake Fork and 
November sends the signal to the monster bass that 
it’s time to feed up for the winter. The lake turn-
over is on it’s way out and the water is beginning 
to stabilize which prompts the big bass to think 
“all systems are go” for the food fest. This being 
said, let’s consider our options to bag a true giant.
  The water quality is in excellent condition due 
to the lack of fall rains. Water clarity ranges from 
somewhat clear down south to lightly stained in 
the backs of the main creeks that feed the lake. 
How you approach the bass will depend upon 

where you prefer to fish and how far down in the 
water you can see your lure before it disappears. 
With this in mind, the shallow bite is ramping up 
and big bass can be caught in all parts of the lake. 
Let’s start the morning searching for top water 
fish. Shallow vegetation is key to your success 
and now that the water is back up, bank grass, 
milfoil, alligator grass and hydrilla will domi-
nate the skinny water. In extreme off color water, 
use a noisy bait that stirs up the water. Prop baits 
are excellent choices in this case. If the water is 
only slightly stained in the backs of the creeks 
and pockets, tie on a Zara Spook, Yellow Magic 
or a Sammy and start covering water. Shad are 
also moving to the backs of these areas and big 
bass are right on their tail. Focus on using shad 
colors on most any lure you throw and hang on 
for some jolting strikes. Pick out secondary points 
or small points of vegetation. All should hold 
fish. Also, don’t be afraid to chunk a Spro frog 
around any vegetation you encounter. Huge bass 
can’t resist the way they move through the water.
  As the sun eases it’s way higher into the sky, 
switch your strategy to baits that descend into 
the water column. If the water is heavily stained, 
throw the chatterbait, spinnerbait or squarebill in 
the same areas. If the water is slightly stained, use 

a five inch swimbait, swimjig or chatterbait. Hy-
drilla or milfoil will change the game slightly, use 
a lipless crankbait and key on the outer edges of 
the grass. As the water temps degrades throughout 
the month, switch your lipless colors to gold or red. 
Now that you have photo’s of several great fish 
during the morning, migrate your way out to deep 
water and graph the usual haunts, humps, ridges, 
roadbeds and structure. Fall on Fork has always 
been great fishing for these patterns during the af-
ternoon hours. Flutter spoons, jigging spoons, Car-
olina rigs, drop shots and football jigs will be the 
“go to” baits when you locate bass stacked up on 

60-Year-Old Alligator Gar New Brazos River Record
  Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department research 
biologists have con-
firmed the new alligator 
gar bow fishing water 
body record for the Bra-
zos River is 60-years-
old, among the oldest 
fish aged and document-
ed by the department.
  Angler Isaac Avery 
of Longview caught 
the 197 pound, 7.39 
foot alligator gar bow 
fishing in the Brazos 
River Sept. 9 - beat-
ing the previous record 
by more than 4 pounds.
  After noticing a TPWD 
research tag left of the 
fish’s dorsal fin, Avery 
called TPWD Inland 
Fisheries district biolo-
gist Michael Baird, who 
previously tagged the 
fish in March 2012. Ac-
cording to Baird, tags 
returned by anglers 
provide biologists with 
information on har-
vest, abundance, size 
structure and survival.
  “I tagged this fish near 
Tawakoni Creek, a large 
Brazos River tributary 

just down from Waco, 
back in March 2012 
while doing a mark-
recapture study,” Baird 
said. “It appears she 
hadn’t moved much 
since we tagged her in 
2012, and she grew ap-
proximately 65 mm (2.55 
inches) since tagging.”
  Baird assisted the an-
glers with locating a 
scale big enough to 
weigh the fish at the 
Brazos Feed and Supply 
Store. After weighing 
the fish, taking measure-
ments and collecting the 
otoliths (bony structures 
found in the alligator 
gar’s inner ear), the data 
was sent to the Heart of 
the Hills Fisheries Sci-
ence Center (HOHFSC), 
where researchers are 
conducting studies to 
learn more about key 
population characteris-
tics of alligator gar. Re-
searchers then used the 
otoliths to age the fish 
by counting growth rings 
similar to those on a tree.
  “We aged the fish at 
60, which indicates it 

hatched in 1957,” said 
research biologist David 
Buckmeier. “I looked 
at the gauge data from 
Waco around that time 
and sure enough there 
was a huge flood from 
April to July in 1957. 
What we’ve seen is 
that fish over the age 
of 50 typically come 
from times when these 
huge flood pulses oc-
curred, and those events 
likely create giant year 
classes of these fish.”
  According to Buck-
meier, alligator gar typi-
cally do not spawn every 
year but prefer spawn-
ing habitat created by 
seasonal inundation of 
low-lying areas of veg-
etation - like the floods 
of 1957. Research on 
the Trinity River con-
firmed that the years of 
highest reproductive 
success of alligator gar 
coincided with years 
of good spring rains.
  As big as this fish was, 
other Texas rivers and 
lakes hold trophy alli-
gator gar that are even 

bigger. Angler Marty 
McClellan set the state 
bow-fishing record for 
alligator gar in 2001 with 
an 8 foot, 290 pound fish 
from the Trinity River - 
a record that still stands 
to this day. The world 
record, caught in Mis-
sissippi in 2011, mea-
sured 8 feet 5 inches and 
weighed 327 pounds. 
TPWD researchers ex-
amined otoliths from 
that fish and estimat-
ed its age at 95 years.
  HOHFSC biologists are 
conducting several stud-

ies to learn more about 
Texas alligator gar popu-
lations with the goal of 
providing management 
recommendations for 
the sustainability of this 
species for present and 
future anglers. Past and 
ongoing research proj-
ects include sampling 
alligator gar populations 
in five river systems, tag-
ging individual fish and 
recording their move-
ments, and working 
with gar anglers to learn 
how they use the fishery.
  Currently, Texas per-

mits the harvest of one 
alligator gar per day 
with no minimum length 
limit. Bow fishing, rod 
and reel and jug lines 
are all legal methods 
for harvesting the lim-
it of one fish per day.
  For images of the re-
cord catch, visit the 
TPWD News Images 
online. To learn more 
about alligator gar, view 
range maps or explore 
previous news releas-
es, magazine articles 
and YouTube videos, 
visit the TPWD news
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A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

Jamie Tkach with 
David Ozio

Doug Levitt with 
David Ozio

David Hansen with 
David Ozio

Practice 
C.P.R.

Catch * Photo

Release

R V  L O T S  F O R  L E A S E
Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
 3 Usable Concrete Boat Ramps

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 
YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 60’ Level Concrete Pads, 
Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity, 

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.
Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers

Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only
Owned By Christian American

Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!! 
WE ARE THE BEST!!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Caney Poit RV Resort

Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM  Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Garrett Baker with 
David Ozio

4th Place

Fall Fishing on the Fork (Continued from Page 6-A)

any of these features. Pitch out a marker buoy and 
go to work. Gold is a great color for the spoons and 
a ten inch worm will get the job done on the C-rig. 
Blue fleck, redbug, green pumpkin and bamabug 
are all great colors to start with. The same colors 
apply to the football jig and I favor the Talon Car-
olina Worm in redbug for my drop shot. Barfish 
are the key to these deep spots. Find those on your 
graph and the bass will be mixed in with them.
  If you are headed out to Lake Fork in Novem-
ber searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would 

love to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have 
a few dates open in November and some in De-
cember. I also have gift certificates available if 
you have friends or loved one’s who have dreamt 
of landing a huge bass. You can contact me at 
409-782-4269 or e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.
com. You can follow me on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/LakeForkGuideDavidOzio. 
I would like to thank Okuma Fishing and Tal-
on Lures for making my job the blast that it is. 
A special shout out to Nautical Mile Marine in 
Tyler for all their help in keeping me on the wa-
ter seven days a week, no issues. I hope to see 
a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. “Ev-
eryone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.”

  With a bass weighing 9.95-pounds being 
weighed in during the first hour of the tour-
nament anglers knew there was a chance to 
top that weight. Most anglers were basical-

ing the 8 o’clock hour of the 2nd day when 
DeAris Williams brought to the scales a 
bass under the slot weighing 2.77-pounds.
  In the ladies division Kathleen Wheel-
er from Harleton, Texas won 1st Place 
with a 2.55-pound bass; 2nd Place with a 
2.24-pound bass was Toni Jones from Yan-
tis, Texas; 3rd Place with a 2.09-pound 
bass was Holly Reding from Van, Texas. 
In the Junior Division Bryson McMur-
trey form Big Spring, Texas won 1st Place 
with a bass weighing 2.33-pounds; 2nd 
Place with a bass weighing 2.06-pounds 
was Luke Collins from Liberty, Texas; 
3rd Place was Arik Sanko from Forney, 
Texas with a bass weighing 2.06-pounds.
  For the heaviest bass over the slot win-
ning the Grand Prize of a 2017 Skeeter ZX 
200, powered by Yamaha, equipped with 
Lowrance and PowerPole was Allen Teague 
with his 9.95-pound bass he weighed in the 
first hour of the tournament. He also re-

ceived a check for $1,000 for the hourly.
  Winning the heaviest bass under the 
16” slot and winning a 2017 Skeeter ZX 
190, powered by Yamaha, equipped with 
Lowrance was DeAris Williams (aka 
Fish Vibes) with his 2.77-pound bass 
he weighed in the first hour of the sec-
ond day of the tournament. He also re-
ceived a check for $1,000 for the hourly.
  Both anglers caught their fish on the 
Berkley Frog over lily pads that was in the 
complimentary bag received at check-in.
  The 12th Annual Berkley Big Bass 
Tournament concluded the 2017 Bass-
Champs Season. “We will look for-
ward to seeing everyone as we kick 
off the 2018 Season.” said Chad Potts. 
  To learn more about Bass Champs and 
their schedule check them out at www.
basschamps.com or call 817-439-3274.      

ly targeting the heaviest bass under the slot 
of 16” and the grand prize that went with 
it. Jonathan Niziol had it for a short time 
when he weighed in a 2.65-pound bass dur-
ing the last weigh-in hour of the first day. 
His hopes were soon dashed as Alex Finch 
weighed in a 2.66-pound bass later in the 
same hour. His  hopes were vanished dur-

“Congratulations to The Big Winners!”
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Wood County National Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

welcome all visitors 
to lake fork 
and the area

www.wcnbquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank

of Gilmer"

For Tournaments, Bass Clubs, 
Guide Service, Special Functions, 

Family Reunions, & More
TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers, 

Sublimation Fishing Shirts
sales@clownco.com

1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

Pack of Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

over the tree roots descend-
ing down into the channel. 
If the low spot or channel 
is too narrow I will posi-
tion the boat outside of the 
channel and cast across it, 
making sure to work down 
the outside bends. The out-
side bends often have the 
steepest ledge due to the 
original current flow prior 
to impoundment. I always 
get excited when fishing 
the outside of hard channel 
bends, as these seem to be 
prime big fish hangouts.
  Creek channel fish can be 
in a wide range of depths. 
In any given creek, I be-
lieve there will be small 
wolf-packs of prespawn 
females staging in vari-
ous areas along the way. 
Some may feel comfort-
able where the channel is 
8’ deep and the top side of 
the ledge is 4-6’, and others 
may be in areas where the 
channel is as deep as 25’ 
closer to the mouth of the 
creek. The key is the ledge.
  I feel that the presentation 
is a matter of confidence. 
Most anglers I have guided 
or fished with tend to fish 
a jig much faster and with 
more of a hopping motion 
than I do. I find that an ex-
tremely slow crawl works 
best for me. Even though 
I’m creeping the jig along, 
I still feel the bite is a reac-
tion bite, in that most of 
my strikes come as the jig 
rolls over a root or branch. 
With the slow approach, 
it gives you the opportu-
nity to sneak the jig up to 
the bass without it feel-
ing or hearing it coming. 
Often, if I work through 
an area slowly garnering 
a few bites, I will go back 
through it with a more ag-
gressive “stroking” type re-
trieve to see if I can pick up 
a few more reaction bites.
  My favorite jig style for 
the colder months is San-
tone’s M-Series jig. The 

“arkie” style head design 
will hook fish right every 
time. Certain head designs 
naturally turn during the 
hookset. This results in 
poorly hooked fish. You 
don’t get too many bites 
jig fishing, so you don’t 
want to lose any. The M-
Series solves that problem.
  Hopefully this informa-
tion helps give you some 
confidence in jig fishing. 

Right now is a great time 
to catch a giant bass on a 
jig. As always, feel free to 
contact me if I can be of 
any assistance on your up-
coming trip to Lake Fork.

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Berkley 12th Annual Big Bass Tournament on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton
 
  High winds, choppy water, white caps, 
rain, and a northern pushing through could 
not dampen the spirits of over 1,100 an-
glers from multiple states that came to 
Lake Fork to fish the 12th Annual Berk-
ley Big Bass Tournament. The tourna-
ment is put on by BassChamps and what 
a great job they do. Anglers and specta-
tors were entertained through the week-
end of October 21st and 22nd and even 
get a chance to see themselves on televi-
sion when the tournament airs on WFN.
  The harsh weather may have effected the 
big bite but it didn’t keep lots of fish from 
coming to the weigh-in. With 20 places paid 
each hour of the tournament and a 2017 ful-

ly outfitted Skeeter bass boat going to the 
heaviest over the 24” slot and one for the 
heaviest 16” under the slot, anglers were 
determined to get a piece of the payload. 
All anglers when they checked in received 
a complimentary weight bag with Berkley 
baits and a T-shirt. The baits inside proved 
very effective for two of the anglers.
  Weigh-ins began on the top of each hour 
of the two day tournament and lasted 
for 30 minutes with the first one begin-
ning at 8 a.m. and the last one at 2 p.m.
  Due to inclement weather conditions dur-
ing the course of the tournament, only 6 
bass over the 24” slot came to the scales.
  During the first hour of the tournament 
Allen Teague from Athens, Texas weighed 
in a hefty 9.95-pound bass. Afterwards 

throughout the tournament Brian Sand-
ers from Burleson, Texas weighed in an 
8.22-pound; Larry Thomas from Millsap, 
Texas weighed in an 8.22-pound; Troy 
Hicks from Lewisville, Texas weighed in 
a 7.74-pound; Victor Venegas from Waco, 
Texas weighed in 6.91-pound; and Raymond 
Newton from Nacogdoches, Texas weighed 
in a 6.15. All of these anglers took home a 
$1,000 check for 1st Place in their hours.
  During the course of the tournament 
with the exception of one hour, it took at 
least a 2-pound bass or more to land in a 
money chair. The top 10 places of each 
hour were money chairs with 11 through 
15 winning a Abu Garcia Revo Reel and 
16 through 20 winning a Abu Garcia Rod.

(Continued on Next Page)
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Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

Now The Newest Skeeter Dealer In Texas!
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!

Yamaha Technician In House

2017 Skeeter FX21LE

2017 Skeeter ZX225

Lake Fork
(903) 383-7885

     Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net
Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

“Great Rates ~ Make Your Reservations Today”
903-383-7885

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
15 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Covered Boat Parking • Clean Cabins • Full Baths

 Direct TV • Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Two Double Beds • Guide Services Available

Benjamin Weems ~ Owner

PROPANE BY THE GALLON
BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED

FISHING TACKLE ~ LIVE BAIT & FROZEN 

BLACK SALTY’S 
For Big Bass & Catfish~Minnows for Crappie
Open Mon. Tues. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 6am ~ 6pm

Wednesday 6am ~12 noon
Closed Sunday

HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-7686       

IN THE SAME LOCATION OVER 30 YEARS
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

Owners
Brian & Melissa  

Clayton
Hunting & Fishing
License Available       

First TPWD Lifetime License Winner Passing it On

  As the first winner 
of the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment’s Lifetime Li-
cense Drawing this 
fall, Frankston sports-
man Michael Bennett 
is helping to ensure a 
strong future for Tex-
as’ outdoor heritage.
  Opting to pass it on 
to the next generation 
of Texas hunters and 
anglers, Bennett is giv-
ing away his lifetime 
license to his nephew. 
For Bennett, this marks 
the third lifetime license 
he’s handed down.
  “I have a son and 
bought him one sev-
eral years ago and a 
grandson I bought one 
for and I’m 74 so I 
figured, ‘Who would 
get the most use out of 
this one?’ and decid-
ed to transfer it to my 

nephew,” said Bennett.
  The recipient of Ben-
nett’s generous gift 
is 27-year-old Jus-
tin Young of Vidor.
  There is still a chance 
for two more lucky win-
ners of an $1,800 Life-
time Super Combo li-
cense this fall and those 
who entered prior to the 
first drawing are still 
eligible. The next two 
winners will be drawn 
Nov. 1 and Dec. 1.
  Entries for the draw-
ing cost $5 each and 
may be added to year-
ly license purchases 
at retailers, by phone 
1-800-895-4248 and 
online at www.tpwd.
texas.gov/licensedraw. 
There is no limit on 
the number of entries 
that may be purchased.
  Proceeds from en-
tries go toward TPWD 

conservation efforts 
that will help keep 
hunting and fish-
ing great in Texas.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Big Time Texas Hunts Winners Announced
  The Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment has announced 
the 14 lucky win-
ners of this year’s
Big Time Texas Hunts 
selected at random from 
entries in the drawing.
  All told, hunters 
bought nearly 84,000 
Big Time Texas Hunt 
entries. More than 
$774,000 in gross sales
was generated, and 
proceeds from the 
drawing go to sup-
port wildlife research, 
habitat management
and public hunting.
  This year’s winner 
of the Texas Grand 
Slam hunting pack-
age, Marcus Dennis of 
Lindsay, TX, is making
plans for four sepa-
rate guided hunts for 
the state’s top four 
premier big game spe-
cies - desert bighorn

sheep, white-
tailed deer, prong-
horn and mule deer.
  Following are the 
rest of the winners 
of this year’s Big 
Time Texas Hunts.
Ultimate Mule 
Deer Hunt - David 
Pulk, Double Oak
Premium Buck 
Hunt - Hans Schro-
eder, Houston
Exotic Safari - Frank-
lin Catrett, Albany, GA
Whitetail Bonanza 
- William Glover, 
Boerne; Clyde Kes-
ling, McKinney; Sam 

Lawless, El Paso; Chris
Daniels, Magnolia, 
MS; Steve Howell, 
Blanco; and William 
Weiser, Lexington
Big Time Bird 
Hunt - Thomas 
Blakeney, Canyon
Gator Hunt - Wil-
liam Howard, Coppell
Texas Waterfowl Hunt - 
Andrew Lillie, Houston
Wild Hog Adventure 
- Gregory Wise, Edna
  All winners have been 
notified. Entries for 
next year’s Big Time 
Texas Hunts will go 
on sale May 15, 2018.
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Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

903-765-2726
US Hwy. 69N.
Alba, Texas

903-856-6548
1893 US 271

Pittsburg, Texas

Bubba Thinks Everyday Should Be Thanksgiving
By Don Hampton

  The  four  most  impor tan t  th ings  in 
Bubba’s  l i fe  a re  God,  fami ly,  count ry 
and  of  course ,  f i sh ing .  Imagine  the  las t 
one! !  I  know th is  to  be  t rue  because  I 
have  seen  a  s ign  in  h is  house  tha t  reads 
“Fish ing  i sn’t  a  mat te r  of  l i fe  or  dea th , 
i t  i s  much more  impor tan t  than  tha t !” 
Bubba  doesn’t  f i sh  to  l ive ,  he  l ives  to 
f i sh!   Accord ing  to  Bubba  tha t  i s  the 
order  of  impor tance  in  h is  l i fe .  The  way 
he  fee ls ,  i f  he  loves  the  f i r s t  th ree  wi th 
a l l  h i s  hear t  and  unwaver ing  dedica t ion , 
f i sh ing  i s  a l lowed.  Always ,  no  mat -
t e r  how s t rong  the  des i re  to  be  on  the 
lake ,  the  f i r s t  th ree  a lways  come f i r s t .
  In  most  everyday  s i tua t ions ,  i f  you 
asked  Bubba  what  he  would  do ,  un less 
ex t remely  ser ious ,  he  would  say,  “Have 
a  BBQ sandwich ,  dr ink  a  few beers  and 
ce lebra te  l i fe .”  I f  i t  were  a  semi-ser i -
ous  s i tua t ion  he  would  counse l  you…
saying  someth ing  l ike ,  “Go f i sh ing ,  re -
l ax ,  g ive  i t  some thought  and  the  an -
swer  wi l l  come to  you!”  In  mat te rs  of 
ex t reme impor tance  he  has  only  one  an -
swer,  “Trus t  in  God and  count ry,  for  the 
Lord  he lps  those  who he lp  themselves!” 
This  i s  p robably  the  bes t  answer  any -
one  could  apply  to  any  g iven  s i tua t ion .

  Bubbet te  has  to ld  Bubba  many t imes 
tha t  he  does  have  a  way a t  t imes  of  be ing 
pa infu l ly  hones t .  Jus t  recent ly  in  a  con -
versa t ion  he  was  having  wi th  another 
fe l low f i sherman he  remarked ,  “ I  love  a l l 
bodies  of  water  except  those  darn  p i ty-
puddles .  A lo t  o f  people  swim in  them 
but  no th ing  can  surv ive  and  prosper  in 
them.  They  are  a lways  f i l l ed  wi th  se l f -
remorse  and  p i ty.  People  s ink  in to  them 
and expec t  o thers  to  pul l  them out .  At 
tha t  t ime they  qui t  he lp ing  themselves 
and  jus t  become dependent .”  To  my way 
of  th inking  th i s  was  the  most  profound 
s ta tement  I  had  ever  heard  f rom Bubba . 
  Bubba  has  a  way of  compar ing  l i fe  and 
s i tua t ions  wi th  f i sh ing .  He  proved  th i s 
to  me by  adding ,  “The  only  th ing  you 
can  ca tch  f rom a  p i ty  puddle  i s  b lame. 
People  tha t  swim in  them want  to  b lame 
everyone  and  every th ing  in  l i fe  for  the i r 
p roblems.  What  people  in  these  puddles 
need  to  do  i s  take  swimming lessons  or 
grab  the i r  ears  and  pul l  themselves  out .” 
(Wel l ,  tha t  i s  no t  qu i te  how Bubba  sa id 
i t ,  bu t  you  ge t  my dr i f t ! )  Bubba  opened 
my eyes  tha t  day  and  gave  me some food 
for  thought  tha t  nour i shed  my sp i r i t .
  I  be l ieve  in  Bubba’s  way of  th inking .  I f 
more  people  d id ,  the  en joyment  of  l iv -
ing  would  be  ever  present .  This  sh ines  in 

Bubba  everyday.  Whenever  you  see  h im 
he  has  a  smi le  and  happiness  to  share . 
As  a  mat te r  of  fac t ,  somet imes  he  smi les 
so  much people  wonder  what  he’s  up  to!
  To  Bubba  l i fe  i s  no t  a  mystery  tha t  he 
has  to  go  in  search  for  the  answer,  i t  i s 
a  g i f t .  Every  morning  when he  opens  h is 
eyes  for  another  day,  i t  i s  Thanksgiv ing 
and  he  i s  thankfu l  for  the  g i f t  o f  l i fe .
  Maybe  we a l l  should  make 
“Thanksgiv ing”  an  everyday  r i t -
ual .  “That ’s  what  Bubba  does!”

Zebra Mussels Discovered in Richland Chambers Reservoir
  Invasive zebra mus-
sels have been positively 
identified in Richland 
Chambers Reservoir, 
one of the state’s larg-
est inland reservoirs.
  TPWD fisheries biolo-
gists confirmed the pres-
ence of six adult zebra 
mussels in the reservoir 
Oct. 18 after receiving an 
identification report from 
a couple of young anglers 
fishing near the dam. The 
young anglers identified 
the zebra mussels based 
on a warning poster they 
had seen advising boaters 
to clean, drain and dry.
  “At this time it appears 
to be a pretty low density 
of zebra mussels and all 
of the specimens were of 
similar size, so at this time 
we cannot say there is a 
reproducing population 
in Richland Chambers 
Reservoir,” said Brian 

Van Zee, Inland Fisheries 
Regional Director. “That 
is why the lake is clas-
sified as positive rather 
than infested, but we do 
plan to continue to moni-
tor for reproduction.”
  Richland Chambers 
Reservoir is a 44,000-
acre impoundment con-
trolled by the Tarrant 
Regional Water District, 
located less than 100 
miles from Dallas, Waco 
and Tyler. It is the newest 
of several water bodies 
already found positive 
for zebra mussels in the 
Trinity River Basin, to 
include Lake Livingston, 
Lake Worth, Lavon Lake 
and Fishing Hole Lake.
  The Trinity River Basin 
also includes several ze-
bra mussel-infested wa-
ter bodies - meaning they 
have established, repro-
ducing populations - in-

cluding Lake Bridgeport, 
Eagle Mountain Lake, 
Ray Roberts Lake and 
Lake Lewisville - and the 
rivers below these lakes 
(or portions thereof) 
are considered positive.
  The rapidly reproduc-
ing zebra mussels, origi-
nally from Eurasia, can 
have serious economic, 
recreational and environ-
mental impacts on Texas 
reservoirs and rivers. 
Zebra mussels can cover 
shoreline rocks and lit-
ter beaches with sharp 
shells, clog water intakes, 
damage or increase main-
tenance on hydroelectric 
and other facilities using 
raw surface water, and 
damage boats and motors 
left in infested waters.
  Although biologists do 
not yet know the full ex-
tent of the zebra mussel 
population in Richland 

Chambers Reservoir, 
District Fisheries Bi-
ologist Richard Ott said 
boaters need to be dili-
gent in cleaning, drain-
ing and drying their 
equipment every time 
they leave the water.
  “The problem with ze-
bra mussels is that the 
larvae are microscopic, 
and that’s what makes it 
so important that people 
go through the clean, 
drain and dry process,” 
Ott said. “You can’t 
know for sure if you are 
carrying zebra mussels, 
so you need to proceed 
with an abundance of 
caution any time you 
are boating on posi-

tive or infested lakes.”
  In Texas, it is unlawful 
to possess or transport 
zebra mussels, dead or 
alive. Boaters are re-
quired to drain all water 
from their boat and on-
board receptacles before 
leaving or approaching a 
body of fresh water in or-
der to prevent the transfer 
of zebra mussels. Zebra 
mussel larvae are micro-
scopic and both adults 
and larvae can survive 
for days in or on boats 
transported from a lake, 
especially during cooler 
fall months. The require-
ment to drain applies 
to all types and sizes of 
boats whether powered 

or not: personal water-
craft, sailboats, kayaks/
canoes or any other ves-
sel used on public waters.
  TPWD fisheries bi-
ologists will continue to 
work with the Tarrant 
Regional Water Dis-
trict to monitor for zebra 
mussel reproduction and 
establish signage to no-
tify boaters of the new 
infestation at Richland 
Chambers Reservoir.
  More information about 
zebra mussels can be 
found online at tpwd.
texas.gov/ZebraMussels.

Practice C.P.R.
Help Keep Our

Lake Clean



LAKE FORK “The Big Bass Capital of Texas”

“The Fisherman’s Guide,
     News You Can Use”
         “Lines To Get Hooked On” 

2 Sections Free  www.fishguidenews.com

                                      

Vol. 19              November,   2017               No. 219

    Page 24-A                                 “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                     November

Allen Teague from Athens, Texas won the 12th Annual Berkley Big Bass 
Tournament on Lake Fork for the heaviest bass over the slot weighing 
9.95-pounds. Allen topped over 1100 anglers and for his catch he took 
home $1,000 in 1st place hourly pay and a 2017 Skeeter ZX 200, pow-
ered by a Yamaha SHO 200hp, equipped with Lowrance Electronics, 
and Powerpole.

DeAris Williams (aka Fish Vibes) from Reno, Texas lived up to the name 
he’s known by on the lakes by winning the heaviest bass under the slot of 
16” weighing 2.77-pounds. He also topped over 1100 anglers in the 12th 
Annual Berkley Big Bass Open and won $1,000 in 1st place hourly pay 
and a 2017 Skeeter ZX 190, powered by a Yamaha SHO 150, equipped 
with Lowrance Electronics. Present to help him celebrate his win was 
his wife Amanda and three children. When awarded he sent out a “Big 
Thank You” to ‘Momma Kathy’ at Brannan’s Bass City. (See Full Story 
on Page 4-A)

Joe Carathers won 1st Heavy Bass in the Texas Trails Bassmasters 
of Lake Fork 36th Semi Annual Open with this nice bass weighing 
8.76-pounds. (See Story on Page 10-A)

Darwin Dykes from Waco, Texas is a long time avid bass fisherman and 
has been fishing 50+ years to catch a bass of this caliber. He caught this 
hawg measuring 24.25” on a shakey head using 10-pound test line in 
18.5’ of water. If at first you don’t succeed “Fish and Fish Again”.

Now Accepting Reservations For
Commercial & Vendor Spaces

For May 17, 18, 19, 20, 2018 At The

Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake 
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise & 

promote your products, merchandise, or company! 
Call Today: 903-383-7748  Email: fishnews@lakefork.net 


