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Danny Brown from Alba, Texas won the heaviest bass over the slot with 
a 10.33-pound bass in the 13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass 
Tournament. For his great catch he was presented a certificate for a fully 
equipped 2017 Legend 211 Alpha by Randy Qualls (lt) owner of Legend 
Boats and Don Hampton (rt), Tournament Director/Owner. (Photos by 
Sue Hampton)

Donald S. Walker from Longview, Texas won the heaviest bass under the 
slot with a 3.43-pound bass in the 13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big 
Bass Tournament. For his great catch he took home a fully equipped 2017 
Legend 199 Alpha presented by  Randy Qualls (rt) owner of Legend Boats 
and Don Hampton (lt), Tournament Director/Owner. 

Kyle S. Trull from Kennedy, Alabama won the fully equipped 2017 Leg-
end 191 SCX when his name was drawn from all the early entries received 
by April 30, by Lindsay Dziak from Mesquite, Texas. He was presented 
his boat to take home by  Randy Qualls owner of Legend Boats and Don 
Hampton, Tournament Director/Owner.       (See Story on Page 4/5-A) 

Shane Smith from Texarkana, Texas won the second heaviest bass over 
the slot with a 10.14-pound bass in the 13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork 
Big Bass Tournament. For his great catch he was presented with a fully 
equipped 2017 Legend 191 SCX by Randy Qualls (rt) owner of Legend 
Boats and Don Hampton (lt), Tournament Director/Owner. (Photos by 
Sue Hampton)
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Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

Pack of Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A

bang the crankbait against 
something near them, there are 
probably better lure choices.
  When I do hit something 
with my crankbait, I like to 
hit it hard. I want to wake up 
whatever lives down there. 
That is why I use a 7.2:1 ra-
tio, high-speed reel. I know 
that kind of goes against 
the old school logic of low 
geared, slow retrieve reels 
for deep cranking. Yes, us-
ing a lower speed ratio takes 
a little torque off of the fore-
arm, but I feel like I get bigger 
bites with a fast retrieve. My 
typical retrieve is nearly as 
fast as I can turn the handle.
  The perfect cranking reel for 
me is the Shimano Curado. 
I like it because it has a large 
spool capacity which is im-
portant for long casts. My fa-
vorite thing about the Curado 
is that it will cast a crankbait a 
mile. The biggest challenge 
in deep cranking is getting 
the lure out far enough to get 

it down to the desired depth. 
I pair the Curado with a G. 
Loomis Deep Flex Crankbait 
rod. I use the 7’5” heavy ac-
tion. It’s a stout rod for crank-
ing but has an incredible para-
bolic bend. This helps with 
casting as well as landing 
fish. I normally use 15lb fluo-
rocarbon line, occasionally 
stepping down to 12lb test 
if I need to get a little deeper.
  We have been fortunate over 
the past several years to have 
some important advance-
ments in lure design avail-
able. Crankbaits are diving 
deeper than ever. There was 
a time hitting that 20’ depth 
was the Holy Grail of crank-
ing. These days it’s not un-
usual to be digging bottom 
in 25’ or deeper with the right 
equipment. My deep crank of 
choice is the Duo Realis G87. 
There is a deep model (15A) 
and an extra deep model 
(20A). I honestly believe 
it’s a game changer when it 

comes to crankbaits. Japa-
nese engineering at it’s finest.
  The G87 has a built in mag-
netic weight transfer system. 
I could go into detail about 
how it works, but I’ll just put 
it this way: I can cast it 30% 
further than any other crank-
bait on the market. It casts 
like a bullet, even into the 
wind. It gets down deeper 
with less effort as well. These 
crankbaits are available here 
on the lake. Both, Lake Fork 
Marina and Oak Ridge Ma-
rina are fully stocked with 
the models and colors I use.
  Next time you’ve marked 
a few fish, but can’t get them 
to bite the jig, Carolina rig, 
or spoon, try knocking on 
their door with a crankbait. 
Sometimes I see my custom-
ers cringe when I break out 
the deep divers. Yes, it may 
seem too much like work to 
some, however it’s a valuable 
tool that definitely has a place 
in our pursuit of big bass.

BUBBA IS ONLY MACHO WHEN SOMEONE IS WATCHING
By Don Hampton

  No rain, sleet, snow nor hail can keep Bubba from 
fishing! When he is out on the water you would 
think he is a man of steel, a true mountain man, 
a Jeremiah Johnson of the lakes. You might even 
believe he was the true essence of machoism and 
a manly man. Well, that’s only part of the char-
acter and more visible when his buds are around.
  I saw Bubba almost get hit by lightning on Lake 
Livingston once. The bolt hit a tree in the water close 
enough that it knocked Bubba unconscious and luck-
ily he didn’t fall in the water. When he came to, he 
shook it off, muttered how close that was, and then 
tried to drive his boat up on shore. Once on shore 
he casually got out of the boat and took cover under 
a tall pine tree. I didn’t say he was smart, but I was 
impressed with the way he handled the situation.
  Another time fishing a tournament on Sam Ray-
burn in rough waters Bubba speared a 5 foot wave 
with the boat. My whole life flashed in front of me 
and my last vision was of me being chum-bait at the 
bottom of the lake. Not Bubba though! He trimmed 
the motor up, gassed the engine and shot back up 
on the surface with a boat full of water and the 
bilge pumps going full blast. All Bubba had to say 
was, “Well that’s fishing for you, but I don’t want 
do that again!” Yet another time I saw him pull a 
treble hook from a rattletrap out of the calve of his 
leg with a pair of needle nose pliers. He just grit-
ted his teeth, gave it a pull, put some liquid Band-
Aid on it and went back to fishing. An audience 

will bring out the macho in a man in a heartbeat.
  That is the side of Bubba he will let his buds 
see! Now for the other side of Bubba’s character.
  Bubba doesn’t get sick or feel bad too often. I 
think that is because germs can’t exist in some of 
the weather he fishes in. Whenever he does begin 
feeling bad or sick, look out! That is when Bub-
bette’s life gets miserable and he thinks she is sup-
posed to be Florence Nightingale. The best way 
to describe the difference in Bubba when he is 
feeling good and when he is under the weather is 
best depicted in a trash bag commercial. When he 
is feeling good, “He is hefty, hefty, hefty!” When 
he is feeling bad, “He is wimpy, wimpy, wimpy!” 
  You know Bubba is really sick when he can’t or will not 
go fishing. Sometimes the first one will make him sick.
  In Bubba’s times of illness my sympathy isn’t 
for him, it is for Bubbette. She is the one that has 
to endure the hardships because this man has no 
pride when he is sick and all that macho goes 
right out the window. In these times it’s all about, 
“Honey can you make me some soup? Can you 
bring me some water? Can you get this? Can you 
get that?” I’ve seen two-year olds with less main-
tenance than Bubba when he is sick! It’s a good 
thing all their televisions have a remote other-
wise he’d have her flipping the channels for him.
  Bubbette is truly to be commended! She really 
does keep her word, especially when she said, “I 
Do!” I think if she would have known the other side 
of Bubba when they got married she would have 
had a subclause in the part of the vows that includes 

in “Sickness and in Health!” Twenty two years later 
she is still going over the vows to see where it says 
in them that Bubba gets control of the TV remotes. 
Before they got married all she had seen was the 
macho-side! “Bubbas are like that, yes they are!”
  Bubbette truly does have a caring heart and this is 
most visible when Bubba is down. She also has a 
little game herself for figuring out how to best de-
termine how bad Bubba is! At times like these she’ll 
have a friend call the house. She will pretend she is 
talking to one of Bubba’s fishing partners. After she 
hangs up she will go in to him and say, “Honey that 
was your bud and he wants to know if you want to 
go fishing with him?” If Bubba gets a glitter in his 
eye or makes any attempt to go, the pampering and 
nursing draws to an end. If he just groans or says 
no way, she will do all in her power to bring her 
little “Bubba-Bear” back to Macho-Ville! After all, 
when she gets to feeling bad she knows her little 
“Bubba-Bear” will turn in to a Floyd Nightingale.
  HAPPY 22ND ANNIVERSARY TO MY 
SWEET BUBBETTE!!! Loving and having you 
in my life has made me more of a man than I could 
have ever been! I love you!  Don Bubba Hampton    
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Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

Now The Newest Skeeter Dealer In Texas!
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!

Yamaha Technician In House

2017 Skeeter FX21LE

2017 Skeeter ZX225

Lake Fork
(903) 383-7885

     Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net
Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

“Call For Rates”
903-383-7885

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
15 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Covered Boat Parking • Clean Cabins • Full Baths

 Direct TV • Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Two Double Beds • Guide Services Available

THE CAT 2017 SCHOLARSHIP AWARD PROGRAM
  Scholarship pro-
gram has 4 recipi-
ents this year. CAT 
awarded $2,500 to 
these deserving stu-
dents. Our Program 
is a big success and 
we look forward to 
doing this next year!
  The Crappie Anglers 
of Texas Scholarship 
Program (CATSP) 
seeks to identify 
high school seniors 
and college students 
who will make sig-
nificant contribu-
tions to society. Ap-
plicants must exhibit 
strong academic and 
leadership skills 
and must partici-
pate in community 
service activities.
  Sarah Reicherts 
received a $1,000 
scholarship! Sarah 
is from Carrollton, 

Texas and is a 2017 
graduate from Cedar 
View High School. 
Her interesting and 
well thought out es-
say was titled “The 
Effects of Baromet-
ric Pressure on Fish”. 
Sarah will be attend-
ing TWU this fall.
  Lauren Dukes re-
ceived a $500 schol-
arship. She is a 2017 
Graduate from Wy-
lie East High School 
and lives in Murphy, 
TX. Lauren, who is 
an avid angler, wrote 
her essay on “Wild-
life Fishing and Con-
servation”. She plans 
to attend Collin 
College in the Fall. 
  Alexis Russell re-
ceived a $500 schol-
arship. She lives in 
Ft. Worth and is a 
2017 graduate from 

Northwest High 
School. Her infor-
mative essay was 
written about “The 
Effects of Zebra 
Mussels”. Alexis 
will be going to Tex-
as Tech in the fall.
  
  Pake Bradshaw re-
ceived a $500 schol-
arship. He is from 
Weatherford and is a 
2017 graduate from 
North Hills Private 
School. Pake wrote 
his winning essay 
on “The Study on 
Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease”. He will be at-
tending Weatherford 
College in the fall.
  
  A huge thank you to 
everyone that helped 
make this possible 
and congratulations 
to the recipients!

Benjamin Weems ~ Owner

We printed Shelby Smith’s picture in the paper when she was 10 years 
old with a big bass. Here she is now at 20 years old with a Lake Fork nice 
bass she caught while on the lake with Lake Fork Guide, Whitt Smith. 
Still fishing and catching the big ones! C.P.R. (Courtesy Photos Whitt 
Smith Guide Service)

Shelby
10 years old
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Wood County National Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

welcome all visitors 
& Skeeter Owner’s

Tournament Anglers

www.wcnbquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank

of Gilmer"

For Tournaments, Bass Clubs, 
Guide Service, Special Functions, 

Family Reunions, & More
TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers, 

Sublimation Fishing Shirts
sales@clownco.com

TPW Commission Recognizes (Continued from Page 19-A)

bar high for boat crash 
investigations in Texas.
Whole Earth Provi-
sion Company Do-
nates $30,296 to 
TPWD from April 
Promotion Proceeds
  For the sixth year in 
a row, the Whole Earth 
Provision Company 
has donated the pro-
ceeds from their “April 
is Texas State Parks 
Month” and Banff 
Mountain Film Festi-
val World Tour promo-
tion to the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment. This year’s dona-
tion is $30,296 bring-
ing their six year total 
donation to $178,803 
for Texas State Parks.
  Throughout the month 
of April, eight Whole 
Earth Provision Com-

pany stores in Texas so-
licited donations at the 
checkout counters for 
Texas State Parks. The 
stores also held a special 
“Ask a Ranger” event 
in the store where park 
rangers came in and an-
swered questions from 
shoppers in the store.
  In addition to their 
in-store promotion, 
Whole Earth Provi-

sion Company named 
Texas State Parks as 
the benefactor of the 
two-day Banff Moun-
tain Film Festival held 
at the Paramount The-
ater in Austin. At the 
event, park staff were 
able to speak to out-
door enthusiasts and 
supporters about the 
TPWD mission from a 
booth before the film.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly
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A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

Zack Turner with 
David Ozio

Mark Spaeth 
with David Ozio

Jim McCloud with 
David Ozio

Practice 
C.P.R.

Catch * Photo

Release

David Ozio

R V  L O T S  F O R  L E A S E
Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
 3 Usable Concrete Boat Ramps

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 
YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 60’ Level Concrete Pads, 
Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity, 

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.
Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers

Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only
Owned By Christian American

Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!! 
WE ARE THE BEST!!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Caney Poit RV Resort

Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM  Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

 13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament

Practice 
Safe

Boating
Fish 

Friendly

By Don Hampton

  Mother Nature made a strong attempt at damp-
ening the spirits of the 1209 anglers represent-
ing 23 states, but the determination and ex-
citement of the anglers remained steadfast. 
  The excitement of big bass started in the first 
hour of the tournament on Friday when Jacob 
West weighed in a nice 9.78-pound bass. It was 
all about smaller bass winning money until the 12 
to 1 o’clock hour when Paul Bacon renewed the 
excitement weighing in an 8.32-pound bass. Dur-
ing the 1 to 2 o’clock hour there were three bass 
brought in over the slot. Troy Redd weighed in a 
7.82-pound bass, followed by Danny Kraatz with a 
7.07-pound bass and Tim Pryor with a 7.07 pound 
bass. This brought the total of bass brought to the 
scales to five over the 24” slot on the first day. 
Kenny Moser was leading for the boat under the 
16” mark with a nice 2.58-pound bass, but as we 
all know it isn’t over until it is over on Lake Fork.
  Day two of the tournament showed the bigger 

bass were hungry and ready to bite. In the 7 to 8 
o’clock hour Craig Dowis weighed in a 7.20-pound 
bass. During the 8 to 9 o’clock hour we got a 
new leader for the heaviest bass over when Dan-
ny Brown weighed in a beauty locking the scales 
at 10.33-pounds. Also in that hour Reid Shafer 
weighed in a nice 9.09-pound bass. In the 9 to 
10 o’clock hour there were three over’s weighed 
in. John Redmon weighed in an 8.98-pound bass, 
Wayne Kralik weighed an 8.57-pound bass, and 
Shawn Garber weighed in an 8.38-pound bass. 
During the 10 to 11 o’clock hour David Maeker 
weighed in a nice 9.82-pound bass. During the 12 
to 1 o’clock hour excitement was renewed. Rob-
ert Davis weighed in a 7.10-pound bass but the ex-
citement was after his. Donald Walker weighed in 
the heaviest bass under 16” weighing a whopping 
3.43-pounds. This gave all the anglers something to 
shoot for because that is a fantastic weight for un-
der 16” and any angler would like to have that catch 
in any tournament. In the Legend of Lake Fork it 

(See 13th Annual Legend....Continued on Page 10-A)

June! My favorite time of the year on Lake Fork!!(Continued from Page 6-A)

what you see and let the results be your guide.
  The shallow bite is also an option and don’t rule 
out top water and frog action especially around 
flooded willow trees. Once the sun makes it’s 
way up, shift gears and pitch a creature bait as 
far back in those willow trees as possible. A 3/8 
ounce weight will do the trick and use at least 20lb 
line. Your favorite colors will work fine, just keep 
it simple. The most important factor in this pro-
cess will be the accuracy of the pitch. Pick the 
bush apart until you key on where the bass are 

positioned. Once that is established, follow that 
pattern across the lake. It will pay off in spades. 
If simple action is what you seek especially if 
kids are involved, I would chase the sand bass. 
You can use a 1/2 ounce Hopkins spoon or a 1/2 
ounce jig head with a fluke jr. attached. This is 
wicked fun on light line. We can spend a day on 
the water if you like and I can teach you the ropes 
how to catch a ton of these entertainment fish.
  If you are headed out to Lake Fork in June search-
ing for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be 
a part of this trophy quest. I also have gift certifi-
cates available if you have friends or loved one’s 
who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. You can 
contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at skee-
t21c@aol.com. You can follow me on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/davidoziolakefork-
guide. I post my daily trip results on this page. 
I run a Skeeter FX21 with a Yamaha 250SHO 
and it is gased up and ready to go. I would also 
like to thank Okuma Fishing and Talon Custom 
Lures for making my job the blast that it is. I hope 
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. 
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.”

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

(See June! My Favorite....
   Continued on Page 20-A)

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

Hours
10 AM till 

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

To Quinch That Thirst
After Chasing Those

Bass All Day
We Have All Of
Your Favorite

Beverages Here!

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Practice Safe
Boating

By David Ozio

  “Need a big shout out for my favorite month of 
the year, JUNE! The magic month has finally ar-
rived and I am stoked to the nines. The big girls 
are now in post spawn mode and gathering up 
deep to do some munching. The most necessary 
piece of equipment at this time of the year is your 
graph. If your a little uncertain on how to interpret 
the data shown I suggest contacting Slade Dough-
arty at 817 797-8762. He is “The Man” when it 
comes to setting up your electronics to locate the 
big green monsters that are lurking in the deep. 
He can vastly improve your fish catching skills.
  Let’s say we have established that everyone al-
ready has the ability to read the high tech electron-
ics. The next skill would be to determine where 

to look and how to recognize the bass that will 
start to gang up on certain types of structure. You 
can start with long tapering points. The next chore 
will be to ascertain what depth range where the 
green critters will set up shop. Start your scan in 
35ft and graph your way into the 10ft range and 
then reverse course and head back to the starting 
point using a different track. Repeat this process 
until you have covered the entire point from front 
to back. If you see a group of arches on the screen 
during any one pass, set a waypoint on that loca-
tion and put out a marker bouy on that spot once 
you have combed the entire area. During this time 
of the year, most fish will be on the bottom so 
you can focus your fish catching strategies on the 
Carolina rig, drop shot, Texas rig, jigs or crank-
bait. Flukes, brush hogs or any straight or curl 
tail worm will work using standard colors such 
as watermelon candy, redbug, plum or watermel-
on red. As for cranking, shad colored crankbaits 
along with chartreuse blue back also works well. 
  Next, let’s venture out to the offshore humps or 
ridges. Graph these locations back and forth until 
you spot the likely targets. Drop a waypoint on 
the fishy looking spot and fish each technique un-
til you determine what presentation they favor. If 
your after a lunker of a lifetime, the jig with match-
ing trailer will be your “go to” bait. To round out 

your search, target roadbeds and submerged struc-
tures such as brush piles or laydown timber. If the 
arches show up on your graph, pitch out a marker 
bouy and go to work. It’s not rocket science, it’s 
just locating where the fish are positioned. If all of 
this is somewhat confusing, your best bet will be 
to hire a full time Lake Fork guide and spend the 
day covering the aforementioned areas and have 
him point out what you need to be fishing. Bass 
move from day to day and they may be set up in 
one spot today and a hundred yards away tomor-
row. Water temps, current from waves and sun 
angle all come into play when dealing with these 
wary creatures. Try not to over complicate it, fish 

TPW Commission Recognizes TPWD  Staff and Partners (Continued from Page 16-A)

  Fort Boggy State 
Park is located right 
off of highway 45 
halfway between Dal-
las and Houston.
  Texans for State Parks 
is a Texas-wide grass-
roots non-profit orga-
nization that devotes its 
efforts to the advocacy 
of the Texas State Parks 
system, which includes 
state historic sites and 
state natural areas. 
Members of this orga-
nization include indi-
viduals, organizations, 
businesses and state 

parks “Friends” groups.
Chambers County 
Game Warden Patri-
cia Vannoy Named 
NASBLA Boating 
Officer of the Year
  Chambers County 
Game Warden Patricia 
Vannoy was recognized  
as the recipient of the 
NASBLA Boating Of-
ficer of the Year award.
  Vannoy is extremely 
active in the commu-
nity promoting boater 
safety in one of the 
most populated and 
busiest bay systems, 

Galveston Bay, in the 
United States and Tex-
as. She has participated 
in numerous public 
programs promoting 
fish and game rules 
regulations, boater 
safety and has coor-
dinated and executed 
one of the largest an-
nual public programs 
in the community. The 
expo is attended by 
more than 500 com-
munity members who 
get the opportunity to 
participate and get ed-
ucated on the various 

issues facing TPWD.
  In addition to her 
community outreach, 
Vannoy was selected 
to join the State Fo-

rensic Reconstruction 
and Mapping Team 
(STORM). Since join-
ing, she has worked 
many boat crashes, 

including some high 
profile cases that have 
enabled her to set the 
(See TPW Commission.....
   Continued on Page 21-A)
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca 
* Amber * Mary Ann * Samantha  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

“Pack of Knowledge” Deep Cranking Session

      Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com
903-638-1170 Tyler Morgan was fishing Lake Fork with 

guide Andrew Grills when he caught this nice 
bass.

By Andrew Grills

  Summertime in Texas... Yep, it can get pret-
ty hot. It doesn’t get much hotter than a mid-
day deep cranking session. It’s the most physi-
cally strenuous technique in bass fishing. It may 
feel more like work than fishing. However, all 
is forgotten the moment you feel the head shake 
and a big bass has engulfed your crankbait. 
  The fact of the matter is a deep diving crankbait 
has the power to trigger bites from bass that ig-
nore other presentations, and it delivers big bites. 

This is why a deep-diving crankbait is one of the 
first tools I reach for in the summer for big fish. 
  It’s no mystery to me why deep cranking produc-
es big sacks of fish consistently. Bigger bass are 
often duped by a “reaction presentation” of some 
sort. Whether it’s a lipless bait ripping through 
grass, a heavy jig falling in front of their nose, or 
a crankbait careening through their hangout, big 
bass are fooled when they make a hasty decision. 
  In deep cranking, there is always a “sweet 
spot”. It may be a rock or laydown log, but there 
is something down there that triggers a reac-
tion when the crankbait deflects off of it. Often, 
it takes the perfect cast, at the perfect angle, to 
unlock an area’s true potential. When that pre-
cise spot and angle are pinpointed the crank-
bait can do things I believe nothing else will.
  When approaching summertime fishing, we are 
looking at typical deep structure such as points, 
humps, and roadbeds. I rely on my graphs to 
tell me whether the fish are present. Once that 
is established, I like to make a few casts with a 
crankbait to try and “fire up” the school. Get-
ting that first bite can lead to triggering a frenzy 
of activity. I find that I get more bites parallel-
ing the structure with the crankbait, as opposed 
to casting from deep to shallow or vice versa. 
  I never throw a crankbait if I can’t reach the bot-

tom with one, or make contact with some form of 
cover. For instance, we will occasionally see bass 
suspended in tree tops that are well beneath the 
surface. Even if I’m in 35 feet of water, if the top 
of that tree is in a crankable depth I will still try to 
hit the branches with my crankbait. Nearly every 
bite I can recall that I’ve had cranking has been 
while my lure is making contact with something. 
Therefore, if the fish are suspended and I can’t 

(See Pack of Knowledge....Continued on Page 23-A)

9th Annual Lake Fork Open

The team of Danny Weems and Chris Large had the Big Bass of the 
tournament weighing 9.34-lbs. caught by Danny.

By Don Hampton

  The 9th Annual Lake 
Fork Open was held on 
May 27th and hosted out 
of Lake Fork Marina. 
This is one great five 
fish limit team tourna-
ment that is held on the 
Saturday prior to Memo-
rial Day each year and 

sponsored by Sartin Ma-
rine and put on by Mark 
Howard, JC Outdoors.
   This year sixty-two 
teams showed up to com-
pete for over $19,000 
in cash, prizes, and ser-
vices and also to enjoy 
a great meal catered 
by Big Smith BBQ.
  Winning Big Bass and 

$300 for the tournament 
with a nice 9.35-pound 
bass was Danny Weems. 
Second Big Bass weigh-
ing 8.96-pounds worth an 
extra $150 was Rodney 
Ellis. Heaviest weight in a 
Legend boat was won by 
the team of Rodney Ellis 
(See 9th Annual....
  Continued on Page 17-A)

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX
At Our Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Baby Back Ribs, Fried Catfish, Frog Legs, 
Gumbo, Red Beans & Rice & More

CHECK OUT OUR NEW 
SWEET SHOP

Featuring Henry’s Premium Ice Cream
ENJOY ASSORTED FLAVORS

ICE CREAM!!!
“THE PERFECT AFTER DINNER TREAT!”

TRIAD ~ Now in Stock
We Will Be 
Open Until
June 10th

Stocking 

Dealer For:

Open Friday & Saturday 
from 4 P.M. to 9 P.M BYOB

Call: 903-383-7127 For To Go Orders

“Be 

The Fish!”

Welcome Tournament
Fishermen!!!
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

FA R M  F R E S H
PRODUCE
‘ m a t e r s
‘ t a t e r s  - N -
 m e l o n s !

’
’

AND MUCH, MUCH, MUCH MORE!
Fresh Purple Hulled Peas - shelled
Fresh Lady Cream Peas - shelled
Sweet Tree Ripened Peaches
Canned Goods - Variety
Pickled Okra and Beets
Sweet Potato Butter
Apple Butter
Ghost Salsa
7 DAYS A WEEK
9AM TO 5PM
Bobby Pickett, Owner

903-765-4494 or
903-513-0250

ALBA

EMORY

Hwy 17

FM 2795

H
w

y 
69Hwy 515

*

A Secluded, Private Park Offering 
Quarterly to Annual Leases. 

All Spots Shaded by Canopy of 
Trees & Well Spaced

Call About Our First Time 
Lease Specials

1762 FM 288 • Quitman, TX 75783 www.ProvRV.com

• Full Timers Welcome
• Trees
• Level Concrete Pads
• 30/50 Amp Hookups                             
• Underground Electricity
   & Telephone
• Water, Sewer and Lawn     
   Care Provided 

• Fenced and Electronic                         
   Gate
• Internet Available
• Pet Friendly
• Laundry
• Bunk Room
• Full Bathroom With 
   Shower

A Safe Pleasant Place For All To Relax and Enjoy Lake Fork
Located on FM 288 Just Off Hwy. 154, 1/4 Mile From 

Boat Ramp, Store, & Restaurant

903-226-3016

9th Annual Lake Fork Open (Continued from Page 7-A)

Second Big Bass of the tournament was brought in by the team of 
Rodney Ellis and Curt Blount caught by Rodney weighing 8.96-lbs.

and Curt Blount earning 
them an additional $500. 
For the heaviest weight 
in a Bullet Boat an addi-
tional $500 went to Justin 
Priest and Shane Cowart.
  Winning 1st Place in 
the tournament with a 
weight of 15.05-pounds 
for $3,100 was the team 
of Steve Hodge and 

Shawn O’Malley; 2nd 
Place for $1,000 was the 
team of Mark Stevenson 
and Frank Johnson with 
14.80-pounds; 3rd Place 
for $750 was the team 
of Rodney Ellis and Curt 
Blount with a weight of 
14.36; 4th Place for $350 
with a weight of 13.96 
was the team of Danny 

Weems and Chris Large; 
5th Place for $300 went 
to the team of Wendell 
Moon and Tyler Gottula 
with a weight of 10.55; 
6th Place for $280 was 
the team of Chuck Ri-
zuto and Don Stapleton 
with a weight of 9.70; 
7th Place for $260 went 
to the team of Justin 

Priest and Shane Cowart 
with a weight of 9.47; 8th 
Place for $240 went to 
the team of Tim Weaver 
and Wesley Robinson 
with a weight of 9.43; 9th 
Place for $220 went to 
the team of James Ren-
fro and Jarrod Renfro 

with a weight 9.35; 10th 
Place for $200 went to 
the team of Nolan Jack-
son and Bryon Harrison 
with a weight of 9.21.
  All contestants that 
participated in the tour-
nament were treated 
to some great bar-

becue provided by 
Big Smith’s BBQ.
  
  Anglers if you missed 
this tournament, you 
missed a good one! Just 
mark your calendars and 
don’t miss the 10th An-
nual Lake Fork Open.  

Billy Sartin, Sartins Marine (mid), Steve Glenn, Josh Edwards (lt.) 
Steve’s Custom Props and Hydro Dynamic Jack Plates with the Top 
Winners at the 9th Annual Lake Fork Open.

Junes Post Spawn Crappie
By Terri Moon

  Can you believe it’s 
June?? The time has 
flown by! But June 
has always been one 
of my favorite months 
to fish! The major-
ity of the crappie are 
post spawn and have 
migrated to cover 
in 10-24 ft. depths. 
Around the new and 
full moon there were 
a few stragglers even 
shallower around 
structure, the edges 
of the grass and near 
flooded willows. This 
sure made it nice to 
be able to get in a 
cove out of this cra-
zy wind we’ve had!
  The baits producing 
for us have been the 
Bonehead’s “Stump-
bug” in White Light-
ning and Bubba Baits 
Electric Chicken and 
Lake Fork Tackle’s 
Live Baby Shad in 
blue and pearl. The 
shallower I fish, the 
smaller the jighead 
I use. We are work-
ing the baits very 
slow – just a slight 
twitch now and then. 
It’s been a very light 
bite so pay close at-
tention to your line 
because some are 
pushing the bait up 
so you’ll see the bite 
before you feel it. We 
are targeting stand-
ing timber, brush 
piles and bridges.
  It’s also time to start 
checking for bream! 
They are showing 
up in shallow water 
brush 2-10 ft. Look 
around edges of the 
grass and flooded 
willows with night-
crawlers or crickets 
tight-lined or with a 

bobber. They will be 
shallower around the 
new and full moon. 
There will also be 
some on the cross-
members of the bridg-
es – so don’t miss out 
on the fun of catch-
ing these beauties! 
  I want to thank   Bry-
an Sartin for install-
ing a new MinnKota 
Terrova on my boat 
to test out. I miss the 
auto stow/deploy fea-
ture on my Ulterra 
but what I gained was 
the “double g.p.s.” 
spot lock which is 
a “game changer”!! 
When fishing brush 
piles, the single g.p.s. 
would tend to drift 
and would hold you in 
a general area which 
isn’t a problem for 
bass fishing but when 
you’re trying to hold 
over a specific brush 
pile and you drift, 
you have a problem 
with everyone hang-
ing up. So needless to 
say when they came 
out with a g.p.s. sig-
nal on the head of 
the trolling and on 
the back of the boat, 
I had to try it out. 
This is amazing how 
well this holds you 
in place. It’s perfect 

for the crappie fisher-
men. Next I’m ready 
to try the Ultrex – the 
reason being – I’m 
ready to go back to 
the cable driven foot 
pedal plus the double 
spot lock. This is the 
perfect combination 
for what I do daily! 
They are in such de-
mand they’ve been 
on back order for 
awhile. But, ask any-
one who has the Ul-
trex what they think 
of it and they will tell 
you they wouldn’t 
trade it for any-
thing! So, thank you 
MinnKota for coming 
up with the “perfect” 
trolling motor!!!
  Also I want to thank 
everyone for all the 
thoughts and prayers 
for my dad’s health 
scare and my mom’s 
heart surgery. I’m 
happy to say they are 
both recovering nice-
ly! Happy Anniver-
sary to you both wish-
ing you many more!
  Happy Father’s Day 
to you all and espe-
cially to my dad!
 All the best and safe 
fishing!     

Fish Friendly
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LIFE TIME WARRANTY
Let me install your bow 

lights today!
Red & Green Bow Lights

Everyday $60
Installed

Special
8 ~ 20” BLUEWATERLED Lights 

With On/Off Dimmer Switch $350
Parts & Labor Included All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint

Also Available for Boats, Trailers, Motorcycles, Motor 
Homes, Fishing Docks, Patios* Most Credit Cards Accepted

Lake Fork Boat Accessories
LED Lighting & Installation Specialist

Electronics * Trolling Motors

Bill Macon  205-441-5399
lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com

HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-7686       

IN THE SAME LOCATION OVER 30 YEARS
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

New Attitude
New Hours

New Owners
Brian & Melissa  

Clayton       
PROPANE BY THE GALLON

BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED
FISHING TACKLE ~ LIVE BAIT & FROZEN 

BLACK SALTY’S 
For Big Bass & Catfish Minnows for Crappie

Open Mon. Tues. Thurs. 7am ~ 5pm
Fri. Sat. 6am ~ 6pm

Closed Sunday & Wednesday

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941

TERRI MOON

903-335-0941

CRAPPIE & BRIM

Delores Knight, 84 years old
Louisiana

Malcomb Brown, 91 years old 
Abilene, TX.,

Ainsley Porter
Arkansas

Leisl Porter
Arkansas

Lynn Roller, Ft. Worth with
mother Delores Knight, LA

Just wanted to let you know 
the dog's name is Rose!!

Elizabeth Moore
Arkansas

Bob Moore
Arkansas

Bob & Elizabeth Moore
Rudy, Arkansas

Bobby McGaha
Arkansas

David Brown
Abilene, TX.,

Dusty Whitehead
Arkansas

Eddie and Lisa
Bridges

Mike
McKinney

Tony Brown
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Tucker Porter
Arkansas

Some really nice
bream!

Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area

903-765-2726
US Hwy. 69N.
Alba, Texas

903-856-6548
1893 US 271

Pittsburg, Texas

TPW Commission Recognizes TPWD  Staff and Partners
  A Chambers Coun-
ty game warden, the 
Fort Boggy State Park 
superintendent and 
Whole Earth Provision 
Company were recog-
nized during the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Commission meeting 
held recently in Austin.
  The awards were pre-
sented by partners rec-
ognizing the winners, 
which include the Na-
tional Association of 
State Boating Law Ad-
ministrators (NASB-
LA) Texas Boating Of-
ficer of the Year, Texans 
for State Parks’ Distin-
guished Park Ranger 
Award and a donation 
from the Whole Earth 

Provision Company.
Fort Boggy’s Wes-
ley Hamilton Pre-
sented Distinguished 
Ranger Award by Tex-
ans for State Parks
  Wesley Hamilton, 
park superintendent at 
Fort Boggy State Park 
in Centerville, was rec-
ognized as the recipient 
of the Distinguished 
Ranger Award by Tex-
ans for State Parks.
  Hamilton has worked 
at Fort Boggy for eight 
years and has consis-
tently demonstrated 
leadership and com-
mitment to the TPWD 
mission throughout 
his tenure. He has also 
created strong partner-

ships with the commu-
nity and local “Friends” 
group. With his com-
mitment and public 
support, Fort Boggy 
State Park has moved 
into a growth phase that 
included the construc-
tion of three state of the 
art cabins and a grand 
re-opening last fall.
  The Friends of Fort 
Boggy nominated Wes-
ley Hamilton for the 
award due to his dedi-
cation to keeping the 
park open, his leader-
ship and vision, and 
for inspiring others 
to see the potential of 
Fort Boggy State Park.

(See TPW Commission.....
   Continued on Page 19-A)
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping  
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional 
Guide

John Morris
Phone: (903) 413-6919         
Email: 
    bassmr@geusnet.com
web: 
    www.jmguideservice.com

There were quite a few spectators of anglers and family and locals that came 
for the final presentations and the ‘Bait Toss’ at the 13th Annual Legend of 
Lake Fork. The 14th Annual is scheduled for May 18, 19, 20, 2018.

13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 5-A)

means a Legend 199 Alpha powered by Mercury, 
Motorguide. During the 1 to 2 o’clock hour Robby 
Ewert weighed in a 7.90-pound bass. In the 2 to 3 
o’clock hour Tom Trevino weighed in a 9.82-pound 
bass and Steve Carr weighed in an 8.28-pound bass. 
This brought the total of bass weighed in over the 
slot on Saturday of the tournament to eleven for a to-
tal of sixteen through the course of the tournament.
  On the third and final day of the tournament in 
the 7 to 8 o’clock hour Cory Anderson weighed in 
a 7.46-pound bass. In the 8 to 9 o’clock hour Troy 
Markam weighed in a 7.97-pound bass. The antici-
pation of big bass settled after that and the spectators 
wondered if any more large bass were coming to the 
scales until the 12 to 1 o’clock hour. This was the 
hour Shane Smith brought the second heaviest bass 
over the slot to the scales weighing 10.14-pounds. 
With just two hours left in the tournament he was 
hoping it held up to win a boat. On Lake Fork you 
just never know. During the final hour of the tour-
nament Bill Long weighed in a nice 7.35-pound 

bass. This brought the 
total of bass exceed-
ing the upper slot to 
twenty over the course 
of the tournament.
  There were quite 
a few nice bass 

brought to the weigh-in that exceeded the 
2.50-pound mark. The lightest weight to ob-
tain a check in the tournament was 1.89-pounds.
 When the scales closed at 3 o’clock on Sunday 
the winners were announced. Danny Brown’s 
10.33-pound held up as the heaviest bass over 
the slot. This won him an hourly 1st Place check 

and a 2017 Legend 
211 Alpha, powered 
by Mercury, Motor-
guide trolling motor and 
Lowrance electronics.
(See Legend of Lake Fork..
  Continued on Page 15-A)

13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 10-A)

Shane Smith’s 10.14-pound bass did hold up for 
the last two hours. He took home with him a 1st 
Place check and a 2017 Legend 191 SCX, pow-
ered by Merury, Motorguide trolling motor and 
Lowrance electronics. The heaviest bass winning 
the boat for under 16” came as no surprise to ev-
eryone once it was announced. Donald Walker’s 
3.43-pound bass won him a 2nd Place check and a 
2017 Legend 199 Alpha, powered by Mercury, Mo-
torguide trolling motor and Lowrance Electronics.
  As is in all Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tour-
naments, all entries that are received by April 30th 
qualify in a drawing for a bass boat. This year’s 
name from all early entries drawn by 13 year old 
Lindsay Dziak from Mesquite, Texas was Kyle S. 
Trull from Kennedy, Alabama. He took home with 
him, though he never weighed a winning fish, a 
2017 Legend 191 SCX, powered by Mercury, Mo-
torguide trolling motor and Lowrance electronics.
  Almost all anglers reported catching some re-
ally nice bass but they didn’t quite touch the 24” 
mark or exceeded the 16” mark.  Allen Morrow 
wrote me saying, “I just fished the Legends tourna-
ment on Lake Fork. I was only able to fish Satur-
day and Sunday, but Saturday was my best day. I 
caught the most diverse type of fish, I want to tell 
you this a story. I started out on the 5th cast  and-
caught a 7.5-pound bass. That got my blood going, 
next a couple of hours later, I set the hook on the 
biggest Drum I’ve ever caught, about 10-pounds. 

Ok, here’s the good one, 
I went back to a spot 
where I missed a couple 
of bites, casting a KVD 
Shad 8XD crankbait, 
the 3rd cast I set the 
hook, the fish headed 
to deep water,(this usu-
ally means a big fish). I 
pulled on it, and it kept 
going to deep water, 
pulled again and it still 
headed to deep water. I 
was fishing in 10 feet of 
water. Well, 20 minutes 
later, I pulled up about 
a 55-pound. yellow cat. 
I mean WOW!. Biggest 
fish I’ve ever caught. I 
gave the fish to young 
boy’s who watched me 
land this critter, thrilled 
them, they were already 
talking about the fish 
fry. Anyway, I just want-
ed to say, I enjoyed the 
tournament even though 
I didn’t win a boat or 
make any money, I got 
a heck of a memory!”

  A big ‘Thank You’ to all of the great sponsors who 
help me make this a great event for all of our anglers 
that come to Lake Fork to participate. I’d like to also 
thank Lake Fork Trophy Lures and Gene Larew 
for all of their sponsorship. Anglers reported catch-
ing good fish on both baits. This is a great plus for 
them. Most of all I’d like to thank God and all the 
anglers that make this trip each year to fish with us.
  The 14th Annual Legend of Lake Fork is sched-
uled for May 18, 19, 20, 2018. This promises to be 
an even bigger tournament with more pay-backs. 
At the 14th Annual I’ll be paying 10 places per 
hour and giving away 4-2018 Legend boats. Keep 
in mind this is “The Legend of Lake Fork” and not 

an owner’s tournament. 
All boats, makes, and 
models are welcome. 
We are now taking en-
tries and all entries re-
ceived before April 30th 
will be in the drawing 
for a 2018 Legend boat.
  God Bless, Fish 
Friendly, and I hope 
to see you next year! 

Practice C.P.R.
Help Keep Our

Lake Clean
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ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

“All Newly Remodeled!”

We Now Fill Propane Bottles

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products Fixed and Swing Away 
Models Available Five Easy Step Models To Choose From

Easy Step System 
boat trailer steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
• No more slipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer fenders with your 
shoes
• No more worrying 
about loading or un-
loading your boat by 
yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when entering and exit-
ing
• Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish 
for a lasting new ap-
pearance.
• Capacity rating
400 lbs.

Endorsed By:

Proud Sponsor of the “13th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.
 web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com

Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

The ESS-3
  A 3-step Powder-Coated 
Steel model that fits most 
air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3-SS
  A 3-step Stainless Steel 
model that fits most air, 
aluminum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat 
trailers.

The ESS-3SA
A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away 
tongue trailers.

The ESS-4
  A 4-step model that fits most 
bay, center console, and high bow 
pleasure boat trailers. The ESS-4-SS

  A 4-step Stainless Steel model that 
fits most bay, center console, and 
high bow pleasure boat trailers.

E asy Step System
boat trai ler steps

mount to the tongue
or frame of your

trai ler so you can
load or unload
ever yone and

ever ything on or off
of your boat safely

and easi ly while sti l l
on the trai ler.

Made In America
In Tyler,  Texas

System LLC

Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association Assists TPWD on Restocking Lake Fork
By Carolyn West

   Fulfilling a project for 2017, the Lake Fork 
Sportsman’s Association (LFSA) assisted the Tyler 
North District Office of Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) as they distributed 313,000 
Florida Largemouth Bass Fingerlings in Lake 
Fork.  Using the Highway 515 west public ramp for 
one of two hauling trailers delivered from the Ath-

ens Hatchery, LFSA members and friends greeted 
the TPWD trailer with the LFSA Live Release 
Boat (LRB) and personal boats ready to release 
fingerlings all around Lake Fork.  Ed Swenson, 
Chairperson for LFSA, worked closely with Kevin 
Storey and Evan Cartabiano of TPWD to devise 
methods to effectively handle the fingerlings using 
these individual boats and the organization’s LRB.
  One hundred and sixty-one minnow bags were 

filled with lake water and oxygen, approximate-
ly 70 fingerlings, placed in coolers already filled 
with lake water to stabilize temperatures for trans-
port to strategic spots all around the lake.  The 
most important requirement was to release the fin-
gerlings in aquatic vegetation in the upper ends of 
coves ensuring enhanced survivability of the fish.
  The LFSA Live Release Boat tanks were 
also filled with 70,000 fingerlings.  The boat 
travelled to the upper end of Birch Creek 
and distributed fingerlings along the branch-
es and coves where vegetation was present. 
  The second trailer was dispatched to North Shore 
Landing to serve as a supply point for release by 
TPWD personnel into areas near that ramp location 
and adjacent to large areas of excellent cover for 
the fingerlings. The site selected by TPWD is one 
of eight sites identified earlier by LFSA which are 
on private boat ramps that have agreed to allow the 
use of their ramps for the distribution of fingerlings. 
  TPWD has been stocking fish since 1995, but ac-
cording to Kevin Storey, this is the first joint effort 
with an association, providing resources and capa-
bilities to more quickly handle the process.  Storey 
was highly complementary of Lake Fork Sports-
man’s Association and the volunteers who assisted. 

Don Callahan and his friend Doug have been 
fishing with guide Danny Holder for 18 years. 
On his most recent trip he caught this nice 
8.09-lb. bass. C.P.R.

Marty Painter was doing a little pre-fishing 
for the Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass 
Tournament when he caught this nice 9-lb. 
hawg measuring over 24”. C.P.R.
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“The Fisherman’s Guide News ~ Legend Boats
and Wish To Fish Foundation”

Would Like To Thank All of Our Sponsors, Businesses and 
Anglers For Their Participation in Making 

“The 13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork”
Such A Huge Success

We Look Forward To Seeing You At The 14th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass
Tournament May 18, 19, 20, 2018

When We Will Be Giving Away More Cash & Prizes
For More Information Call: 903-383-7748 or Email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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Models Available Five Easy Step Models To Choose From

Easy Step System 
boat trailer steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
• No more slipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer fenders with your 
shoes
• No more worrying 
about loading or un-
loading your boat by 
yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when entering and exit-
ing
• Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish 
for a lasting new ap-
pearance.
• Capacity rating
400 lbs.

Endorsed By:

Proud Sponsor of the “13th Annual Legend 
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aluminum, bass, flats, 
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trailers.
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A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away 
tongue trailers.
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pleasure boat trailers. The ESS-4-SS
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fits most bay, center console, and 
high bow pleasure boat trailers.
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association Assists TPWD on Restocking Lake Fork
By Carolyn West

   Fulfilling a project for 2017, the Lake Fork 
Sportsman’s Association (LFSA) assisted the Tyler 
North District Office of Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) as they distributed 313,000 
Florida Largemouth Bass Fingerlings in Lake 
Fork.  Using the Highway 515 west public ramp for 
one of two hauling trailers delivered from the Ath-

ens Hatchery, LFSA members and friends greeted 
the TPWD trailer with the LFSA Live Release 
Boat (LRB) and personal boats ready to release 
fingerlings all around Lake Fork.  Ed Swenson, 
Chairperson for LFSA, worked closely with Kevin 
Storey and Evan Cartabiano of TPWD to devise 
methods to effectively handle the fingerlings using 
these individual boats and the organization’s LRB.
  One hundred and sixty-one minnow bags were 

filled with lake water and oxygen, approximate-
ly 70 fingerlings, placed in coolers already filled 
with lake water to stabilize temperatures for trans-
port to strategic spots all around the lake.  The 
most important requirement was to release the fin-
gerlings in aquatic vegetation in the upper ends of 
coves ensuring enhanced survivability of the fish.
  The LFSA Live Release Boat tanks were 
also filled with 70,000 fingerlings.  The boat 
travelled to the upper end of Birch Creek 
and distributed fingerlings along the branch-
es and coves where vegetation was present. 
  The second trailer was dispatched to North Shore 
Landing to serve as a supply point for release by 
TPWD personnel into areas near that ramp location 
and adjacent to large areas of excellent cover for 
the fingerlings. The site selected by TPWD is one 
of eight sites identified earlier by LFSA which are 
on private boat ramps that have agreed to allow the 
use of their ramps for the distribution of fingerlings. 
  TPWD has been stocking fish since 1995, but ac-
cording to Kevin Storey, this is the first joint effort 
with an association, providing resources and capa-
bilities to more quickly handle the process.  Storey 
was highly complementary of Lake Fork Sports-
man’s Association and the volunteers who assisted. 

Don Callahan and his friend Doug have been 
fishing with guide Danny Holder for 18 years. 
On his most recent trip he caught this nice 
8.09-lb. bass. C.P.R.

Marty Painter was doing a little pre-fishing 
for the Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass 
Tournament when he caught this nice 9-lb. 
hawg measuring over 24”. C.P.R.
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping  
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional 
Guide

John Morris
Phone: (903) 413-6919         
Email: 
    bassmr@geusnet.com
web: 
    www.jmguideservice.com

There were quite a few spectators of anglers and family and locals that came 
for the final presentations and the ‘Bait Toss’ at the 13th Annual Legend of 
Lake Fork. The 14th Annual is scheduled for May 18, 19, 20, 2018.

13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 5-A)

means a Legend 199 Alpha powered by Mercury, 
Motorguide. During the 1 to 2 o’clock hour Robby 
Ewert weighed in a 7.90-pound bass. In the 2 to 3 
o’clock hour Tom Trevino weighed in a 9.82-pound 
bass and Steve Carr weighed in an 8.28-pound bass. 
This brought the total of bass weighed in over the 
slot on Saturday of the tournament to eleven for a to-
tal of sixteen through the course of the tournament.
  On the third and final day of the tournament in 
the 7 to 8 o’clock hour Cory Anderson weighed in 
a 7.46-pound bass. In the 8 to 9 o’clock hour Troy 
Markam weighed in a 7.97-pound bass. The antici-
pation of big bass settled after that and the spectators 
wondered if any more large bass were coming to the 
scales until the 12 to 1 o’clock hour. This was the 
hour Shane Smith brought the second heaviest bass 
over the slot to the scales weighing 10.14-pounds. 
With just two hours left in the tournament he was 
hoping it held up to win a boat. On Lake Fork you 
just never know. During the final hour of the tour-
nament Bill Long weighed in a nice 7.35-pound 

bass. This brought the 
total of bass exceed-
ing the upper slot to 
twenty over the course 
of the tournament.
  There were quite 
a few nice bass 

brought to the weigh-in that exceeded the 
2.50-pound mark. The lightest weight to ob-
tain a check in the tournament was 1.89-pounds.
 When the scales closed at 3 o’clock on Sunday 
the winners were announced. Danny Brown’s 
10.33-pound held up as the heaviest bass over 
the slot. This won him an hourly 1st Place check 

and a 2017 Legend 
211 Alpha, powered 
by Mercury, Motor-
guide trolling motor and 
Lowrance electronics.
(See Legend of Lake Fork..
  Continued on Page 15-A)

13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 10-A)

Shane Smith’s 10.14-pound bass did hold up for 
the last two hours. He took home with him a 1st 
Place check and a 2017 Legend 191 SCX, pow-
ered by Merury, Motorguide trolling motor and 
Lowrance electronics. The heaviest bass winning 
the boat for under 16” came as no surprise to ev-
eryone once it was announced. Donald Walker’s 
3.43-pound bass won him a 2nd Place check and a 
2017 Legend 199 Alpha, powered by Mercury, Mo-
torguide trolling motor and Lowrance Electronics.
  As is in all Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tour-
naments, all entries that are received by April 30th 
qualify in a drawing for a bass boat. This year’s 
name from all early entries drawn by 13 year old 
Lindsay Dziak from Mesquite, Texas was Kyle S. 
Trull from Kennedy, Alabama. He took home with 
him, though he never weighed a winning fish, a 
2017 Legend 191 SCX, powered by Mercury, Mo-
torguide trolling motor and Lowrance electronics.
  Almost all anglers reported catching some re-
ally nice bass but they didn’t quite touch the 24” 
mark or exceeded the 16” mark.  Allen Morrow 
wrote me saying, “I just fished the Legends tourna-
ment on Lake Fork. I was only able to fish Satur-
day and Sunday, but Saturday was my best day. I 
caught the most diverse type of fish, I want to tell 
you this a story. I started out on the 5th cast  and-
caught a 7.5-pound bass. That got my blood going, 
next a couple of hours later, I set the hook on the 
biggest Drum I’ve ever caught, about 10-pounds. 

Ok, here’s the good one, 
I went back to a spot 
where I missed a couple 
of bites, casting a KVD 
Shad 8XD crankbait, 
the 3rd cast I set the 
hook, the fish headed 
to deep water,(this usu-
ally means a big fish). I 
pulled on it, and it kept 
going to deep water, 
pulled again and it still 
headed to deep water. I 
was fishing in 10 feet of 
water. Well, 20 minutes 
later, I pulled up about 
a 55-pound. yellow cat. 
I mean WOW!. Biggest 
fish I’ve ever caught. I 
gave the fish to young 
boy’s who watched me 
land this critter, thrilled 
them, they were already 
talking about the fish 
fry. Anyway, I just want-
ed to say, I enjoyed the 
tournament even though 
I didn’t win a boat or 
make any money, I got 
a heck of a memory!”

  A big ‘Thank You’ to all of the great sponsors who 
help me make this a great event for all of our anglers 
that come to Lake Fork to participate. I’d like to also 
thank Lake Fork Trophy Lures and Gene Larew 
for all of their sponsorship. Anglers reported catch-
ing good fish on both baits. This is a great plus for 
them. Most of all I’d like to thank God and all the 
anglers that make this trip each year to fish with us.
  The 14th Annual Legend of Lake Fork is sched-
uled for May 18, 19, 20, 2018. This promises to be 
an even bigger tournament with more pay-backs. 
At the 14th Annual I’ll be paying 10 places per 
hour and giving away 4-2018 Legend boats. Keep 
in mind this is “The Legend of Lake Fork” and not 

an owner’s tournament. 
All boats, makes, and 
models are welcome. 
We are now taking en-
tries and all entries re-
ceived before April 30th 
will be in the drawing 
for a 2018 Legend boat.
  God Bless, Fish 
Friendly, and I hope 
to see you next year! 

Practice C.P.R.
Help Keep Our

Lake Clean
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LIFE TIME WARRANTY
Let me install your bow 

lights today!
Red & Green Bow Lights

Everyday $60
Installed

Special
8 ~ 20” BLUEWATERLED Lights 

With On/Off Dimmer Switch $350
Parts & Labor Included All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint

Also Available for Boats, Trailers, Motorcycles, Motor 
Homes, Fishing Docks, Patios* Most Credit Cards Accepted

Lake Fork Boat Accessories
LED Lighting & Installation Specialist

Electronics * Trolling Motors

Bill Macon  205-441-5399
lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com

HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-7686       

IN THE SAME LOCATION OVER 30 YEARS
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

New Attitude
New Hours

New Owners
Brian & Melissa  

Clayton       
PROPANE BY THE GALLON

BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED
FISHING TACKLE ~ LIVE BAIT & FROZEN 

BLACK SALTY’S 
For Big Bass & Catfish Minnows for Crappie

Open Mon. Tues. Thurs. 7am ~ 5pm
Fri. Sat. 6am ~ 6pm

Closed Sunday & Wednesday

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941

TERRI MOON

903-335-0941

CRAPPIE & BRIM

Delores Knight, 84 years old
Louisiana

Malcomb Brown, 91 years old 
Abilene, TX.,

Ainsley Porter
Arkansas

Leisl Porter
Arkansas

Lynn Roller, Ft. Worth with
mother Delores Knight, LA

Just wanted to let you know 
the dog's name is Rose!!

Elizabeth Moore
Arkansas

Bob Moore
Arkansas

Bob & Elizabeth Moore
Rudy, Arkansas

Bobby McGaha
Arkansas

David Brown
Abilene, TX.,

Dusty Whitehead
Arkansas

Eddie and Lisa
Bridges

Mike
McKinney

Tony Brown
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Tucker Porter
Arkansas

Some really nice
bream!

Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area

903-765-2726
US Hwy. 69N.
Alba, Texas

903-856-6548
1893 US 271

Pittsburg, Texas

TPW Commission Recognizes TPWD  Staff and Partners
  A Chambers Coun-
ty game warden, the 
Fort Boggy State Park 
superintendent and 
Whole Earth Provision 
Company were recog-
nized during the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Commission meeting 
held recently in Austin.
  The awards were pre-
sented by partners rec-
ognizing the winners, 
which include the Na-
tional Association of 
State Boating Law Ad-
ministrators (NASB-
LA) Texas Boating Of-
ficer of the Year, Texans 
for State Parks’ Distin-
guished Park Ranger 
Award and a donation 
from the Whole Earth 

Provision Company.
Fort Boggy’s Wes-
ley Hamilton Pre-
sented Distinguished 
Ranger Award by Tex-
ans for State Parks
  Wesley Hamilton, 
park superintendent at 
Fort Boggy State Park 
in Centerville, was rec-
ognized as the recipient 
of the Distinguished 
Ranger Award by Tex-
ans for State Parks.
  Hamilton has worked 
at Fort Boggy for eight 
years and has consis-
tently demonstrated 
leadership and com-
mitment to the TPWD 
mission throughout 
his tenure. He has also 
created strong partner-

ships with the commu-
nity and local “Friends” 
group. With his com-
mitment and public 
support, Fort Boggy 
State Park has moved 
into a growth phase that 
included the construc-
tion of three state of the 
art cabins and a grand 
re-opening last fall.
  The Friends of Fort 
Boggy nominated Wes-
ley Hamilton for the 
award due to his dedi-
cation to keeping the 
park open, his leader-
ship and vision, and 
for inspiring others 
to see the potential of 
Fort Boggy State Park.

(See TPW Commission.....
   Continued on Page 19-A)
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

FA R M  F R E S H
PRODUCE
‘ m a t e r s
‘ t a t e r s  - N -
 m e l o n s !

’
’

AND MUCH, MUCH, MUCH MORE!
Fresh Purple Hulled Peas - shelled
Fresh Lady Cream Peas - shelled
Sweet Tree Ripened Peaches
Canned Goods - Variety
Pickled Okra and Beets
Sweet Potato Butter
Apple Butter
Ghost Salsa
7 DAYS A WEEK
9AM TO 5PM
Bobby Pickett, Owner

903-765-4494 or
903-513-0250

ALBA

EMORY

Hwy 17

FM 2795

H
w

y 
69Hwy 515

*

A Secluded, Private Park Offering 
Quarterly to Annual Leases. 

All Spots Shaded by Canopy of 
Trees & Well Spaced

Call About Our First Time 
Lease Specials

1762 FM 288 • Quitman, TX 75783 www.ProvRV.com

• Full Timers Welcome
• Trees
• Level Concrete Pads
• 30/50 Amp Hookups                             
• Underground Electricity
   & Telephone
• Water, Sewer and Lawn     
   Care Provided 

• Fenced and Electronic                         
   Gate
• Internet Available
• Pet Friendly
• Laundry
• Bunk Room
• Full Bathroom With 
   Shower

A Safe Pleasant Place For All To Relax and Enjoy Lake Fork
Located on FM 288 Just Off Hwy. 154, 1/4 Mile From 

Boat Ramp, Store, & Restaurant

903-226-3016

9th Annual Lake Fork Open (Continued from Page 7-A)

Second Big Bass of the tournament was brought in by the team of 
Rodney Ellis and Curt Blount caught by Rodney weighing 8.96-lbs.

and Curt Blount earning 
them an additional $500. 
For the heaviest weight 
in a Bullet Boat an addi-
tional $500 went to Justin 
Priest and Shane Cowart.
  Winning 1st Place in 
the tournament with a 
weight of 15.05-pounds 
for $3,100 was the team 
of Steve Hodge and 

Shawn O’Malley; 2nd 
Place for $1,000 was the 
team of Mark Stevenson 
and Frank Johnson with 
14.80-pounds; 3rd Place 
for $750 was the team 
of Rodney Ellis and Curt 
Blount with a weight of 
14.36; 4th Place for $350 
with a weight of 13.96 
was the team of Danny 

Weems and Chris Large; 
5th Place for $300 went 
to the team of Wendell 
Moon and Tyler Gottula 
with a weight of 10.55; 
6th Place for $280 was 
the team of Chuck Ri-
zuto and Don Stapleton 
with a weight of 9.70; 
7th Place for $260 went 
to the team of Justin 

Priest and Shane Cowart 
with a weight of 9.47; 8th 
Place for $240 went to 
the team of Tim Weaver 
and Wesley Robinson 
with a weight of 9.43; 9th 
Place for $220 went to 
the team of James Ren-
fro and Jarrod Renfro 

with a weight 9.35; 10th 
Place for $200 went to 
the team of Nolan Jack-
son and Bryon Harrison 
with a weight of 9.21.
  All contestants that 
participated in the tour-
nament were treated 
to some great bar-

becue provided by 
Big Smith’s BBQ.
  
  Anglers if you missed 
this tournament, you 
missed a good one! Just 
mark your calendars and 
don’t miss the 10th An-
nual Lake Fork Open.  

Billy Sartin, Sartins Marine (mid), Steve Glenn, Josh Edwards (lt.) 
Steve’s Custom Props and Hydro Dynamic Jack Plates with the Top 
Winners at the 9th Annual Lake Fork Open.

Junes Post Spawn Crappie
By Terri Moon

  Can you believe it’s 
June?? The time has 
flown by! But June 
has always been one 
of my favorite months 
to fish! The major-
ity of the crappie are 
post spawn and have 
migrated to cover 
in 10-24 ft. depths. 
Around the new and 
full moon there were 
a few stragglers even 
shallower around 
structure, the edges 
of the grass and near 
flooded willows. This 
sure made it nice to 
be able to get in a 
cove out of this cra-
zy wind we’ve had!
  The baits producing 
for us have been the 
Bonehead’s “Stump-
bug” in White Light-
ning and Bubba Baits 
Electric Chicken and 
Lake Fork Tackle’s 
Live Baby Shad in 
blue and pearl. The 
shallower I fish, the 
smaller the jighead 
I use. We are work-
ing the baits very 
slow – just a slight 
twitch now and then. 
It’s been a very light 
bite so pay close at-
tention to your line 
because some are 
pushing the bait up 
so you’ll see the bite 
before you feel it. We 
are targeting stand-
ing timber, brush 
piles and bridges.
  It’s also time to start 
checking for bream! 
They are showing 
up in shallow water 
brush 2-10 ft. Look 
around edges of the 
grass and flooded 
willows with night-
crawlers or crickets 
tight-lined or with a 

bobber. They will be 
shallower around the 
new and full moon. 
There will also be 
some on the cross-
members of the bridg-
es – so don’t miss out 
on the fun of catch-
ing these beauties! 
  I want to thank   Bry-
an Sartin for install-
ing a new MinnKota 
Terrova on my boat 
to test out. I miss the 
auto stow/deploy fea-
ture on my Ulterra 
but what I gained was 
the “double g.p.s.” 
spot lock which is 
a “game changer”!! 
When fishing brush 
piles, the single g.p.s. 
would tend to drift 
and would hold you in 
a general area which 
isn’t a problem for 
bass fishing but when 
you’re trying to hold 
over a specific brush 
pile and you drift, 
you have a problem 
with everyone hang-
ing up. So needless to 
say when they came 
out with a g.p.s. sig-
nal on the head of 
the trolling and on 
the back of the boat, 
I had to try it out. 
This is amazing how 
well this holds you 
in place. It’s perfect 

for the crappie fisher-
men. Next I’m ready 
to try the Ultrex – the 
reason being – I’m 
ready to go back to 
the cable driven foot 
pedal plus the double 
spot lock. This is the 
perfect combination 
for what I do daily! 
They are in such de-
mand they’ve been 
on back order for 
awhile. But, ask any-
one who has the Ul-
trex what they think 
of it and they will tell 
you they wouldn’t 
trade it for any-
thing! So, thank you 
MinnKota for coming 
up with the “perfect” 
trolling motor!!!
  Also I want to thank 
everyone for all the 
thoughts and prayers 
for my dad’s health 
scare and my mom’s 
heart surgery. I’m 
happy to say they are 
both recovering nice-
ly! Happy Anniver-
sary to you both wish-
ing you many more!
  Happy Father’s Day 
to you all and espe-
cially to my dad!
 All the best and safe 
fishing!     

Fish Friendly
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca 
* Amber * Mary Ann * Samantha  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

“Pack of Knowledge” Deep Cranking Session

      Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com
903-638-1170 Tyler Morgan was fishing Lake Fork with 

guide Andrew Grills when he caught this nice 
bass.

By Andrew Grills

  Summertime in Texas... Yep, it can get pret-
ty hot. It doesn’t get much hotter than a mid-
day deep cranking session. It’s the most physi-
cally strenuous technique in bass fishing. It may 
feel more like work than fishing. However, all 
is forgotten the moment you feel the head shake 
and a big bass has engulfed your crankbait. 
  The fact of the matter is a deep diving crankbait 
has the power to trigger bites from bass that ig-
nore other presentations, and it delivers big bites. 

This is why a deep-diving crankbait is one of the 
first tools I reach for in the summer for big fish. 
  It’s no mystery to me why deep cranking produc-
es big sacks of fish consistently. Bigger bass are 
often duped by a “reaction presentation” of some 
sort. Whether it’s a lipless bait ripping through 
grass, a heavy jig falling in front of their nose, or 
a crankbait careening through their hangout, big 
bass are fooled when they make a hasty decision. 
  In deep cranking, there is always a “sweet 
spot”. It may be a rock or laydown log, but there 
is something down there that triggers a reac-
tion when the crankbait deflects off of it. Often, 
it takes the perfect cast, at the perfect angle, to 
unlock an area’s true potential. When that pre-
cise spot and angle are pinpointed the crank-
bait can do things I believe nothing else will.
  When approaching summertime fishing, we are 
looking at typical deep structure such as points, 
humps, and roadbeds. I rely on my graphs to 
tell me whether the fish are present. Once that 
is established, I like to make a few casts with a 
crankbait to try and “fire up” the school. Get-
ting that first bite can lead to triggering a frenzy 
of activity. I find that I get more bites parallel-
ing the structure with the crankbait, as opposed 
to casting from deep to shallow or vice versa. 
  I never throw a crankbait if I can’t reach the bot-

tom with one, or make contact with some form of 
cover. For instance, we will occasionally see bass 
suspended in tree tops that are well beneath the 
surface. Even if I’m in 35 feet of water, if the top 
of that tree is in a crankable depth I will still try to 
hit the branches with my crankbait. Nearly every 
bite I can recall that I’ve had cranking has been 
while my lure is making contact with something. 
Therefore, if the fish are suspended and I can’t 

(See Pack of Knowledge....Continued on Page 23-A)

9th Annual Lake Fork Open

The team of Danny Weems and Chris Large had the Big Bass of the 
tournament weighing 9.34-lbs. caught by Danny.

By Don Hampton

  The 9th Annual Lake 
Fork Open was held on 
May 27th and hosted out 
of Lake Fork Marina. 
This is one great five 
fish limit team tourna-
ment that is held on the 
Saturday prior to Memo-
rial Day each year and 

sponsored by Sartin Ma-
rine and put on by Mark 
Howard, JC Outdoors.
   This year sixty-two 
teams showed up to com-
pete for over $19,000 
in cash, prizes, and ser-
vices and also to enjoy 
a great meal catered 
by Big Smith BBQ.
  Winning Big Bass and 

$300 for the tournament 
with a nice 9.35-pound 
bass was Danny Weems. 
Second Big Bass weigh-
ing 8.96-pounds worth an 
extra $150 was Rodney 
Ellis. Heaviest weight in a 
Legend boat was won by 
the team of Rodney Ellis 
(See 9th Annual....
  Continued on Page 17-A)

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX
At Our Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Baby Back Ribs, Fried Catfish, Frog Legs, 
Gumbo, Red Beans & Rice & More

CHECK OUT OUR NEW 
SWEET SHOP

Featuring Henry’s Premium Ice Cream
ENJOY ASSORTED FLAVORS

ICE CREAM!!!
“THE PERFECT AFTER DINNER TREAT!”

TRIAD ~ Now in Stock
We Will Be 
Open Until
June 10th

Stocking 

Dealer For:

Open Friday & Saturday 
from 4 P.M. to 9 P.M BYOB

Call: 903-383-7127 For To Go Orders

“Be 

The Fish!”

Welcome Tournament
Fishermen!!!



June! My favorite time of the year on Lake Fork!!
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

(See June! My Favorite....
   Continued on Page 20-A)

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

Hours
10 AM till 

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

To Quinch That Thirst
After Chasing Those

Bass All Day
We Have All Of
Your Favorite

Beverages Here!

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Practice Safe
Boating

By David Ozio

  “Need a big shout out for my favorite month of 
the year, JUNE! The magic month has finally ar-
rived and I am stoked to the nines. The big girls 
are now in post spawn mode and gathering up 
deep to do some munching. The most necessary 
piece of equipment at this time of the year is your 
graph. If your a little uncertain on how to interpret 
the data shown I suggest contacting Slade Dough-
arty at 817 797-8762. He is “The Man” when it 
comes to setting up your electronics to locate the 
big green monsters that are lurking in the deep. 
He can vastly improve your fish catching skills.
  Let’s say we have established that everyone al-
ready has the ability to read the high tech electron-
ics. The next skill would be to determine where 

to look and how to recognize the bass that will 
start to gang up on certain types of structure. You 
can start with long tapering points. The next chore 
will be to ascertain what depth range where the 
green critters will set up shop. Start your scan in 
35ft and graph your way into the 10ft range and 
then reverse course and head back to the starting 
point using a different track. Repeat this process 
until you have covered the entire point from front 
to back. If you see a group of arches on the screen 
during any one pass, set a waypoint on that loca-
tion and put out a marker bouy on that spot once 
you have combed the entire area. During this time 
of the year, most fish will be on the bottom so 
you can focus your fish catching strategies on the 
Carolina rig, drop shot, Texas rig, jigs or crank-
bait. Flukes, brush hogs or any straight or curl 
tail worm will work using standard colors such 
as watermelon candy, redbug, plum or watermel-
on red. As for cranking, shad colored crankbaits 
along with chartreuse blue back also works well. 
  Next, let’s venture out to the offshore humps or 
ridges. Graph these locations back and forth until 
you spot the likely targets. Drop a waypoint on 
the fishy looking spot and fish each technique un-
til you determine what presentation they favor. If 
your after a lunker of a lifetime, the jig with match-
ing trailer will be your “go to” bait. To round out 

your search, target roadbeds and submerged struc-
tures such as brush piles or laydown timber. If the 
arches show up on your graph, pitch out a marker 
bouy and go to work. It’s not rocket science, it’s 
just locating where the fish are positioned. If all of 
this is somewhat confusing, your best bet will be 
to hire a full time Lake Fork guide and spend the 
day covering the aforementioned areas and have 
him point out what you need to be fishing. Bass 
move from day to day and they may be set up in 
one spot today and a hundred yards away tomor-
row. Water temps, current from waves and sun 
angle all come into play when dealing with these 
wary creatures. Try not to over complicate it, fish 

TPW Commission Recognizes TPWD  Staff and Partners (Continued from Page 16-A)

  Fort Boggy State 
Park is located right 
off of highway 45 
halfway between Dal-
las and Houston.
  Texans for State Parks 
is a Texas-wide grass-
roots non-profit orga-
nization that devotes its 
efforts to the advocacy 
of the Texas State Parks 
system, which includes 
state historic sites and 
state natural areas. 
Members of this orga-
nization include indi-
viduals, organizations, 
businesses and state 

parks “Friends” groups.
Chambers County 
Game Warden Patri-
cia Vannoy Named 
NASBLA Boating 
Officer of the Year
  Chambers County 
Game Warden Patricia 
Vannoy was recognized  
as the recipient of the 
NASBLA Boating Of-
ficer of the Year award.
  Vannoy is extremely 
active in the commu-
nity promoting boater 
safety in one of the 
most populated and 
busiest bay systems, 

Galveston Bay, in the 
United States and Tex-
as. She has participated 
in numerous public 
programs promoting 
fish and game rules 
regulations, boater 
safety and has coor-
dinated and executed 
one of the largest an-
nual public programs 
in the community. The 
expo is attended by 
more than 500 com-
munity members who 
get the opportunity to 
participate and get ed-
ucated on the various 

issues facing TPWD.
  In addition to her 
community outreach, 
Vannoy was selected 
to join the State Fo-

rensic Reconstruction 
and Mapping Team 
(STORM). Since join-
ing, she has worked 
many boat crashes, 

including some high 
profile cases that have 
enabled her to set the 
(See TPW Commission.....
   Continued on Page 21-A)
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A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

Zack Turner with 
David Ozio

Mark Spaeth 
with David Ozio

Jim McCloud with 
David Ozio

Practice 
C.P.R.

Catch * Photo

Release

David Ozio

R V  L O T S  F O R  L E A S E
Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
 3 Usable Concrete Boat Ramps

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 
YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 60’ Level Concrete Pads, 
Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity, 

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.
Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers

Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only
Owned By Christian American

Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!! 
WE ARE THE BEST!!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Caney Poit RV Resort

Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM  Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

 13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament

Practice 
Safe

Boating
Fish 

Friendly

By Don Hampton

  Mother Nature made a strong attempt at damp-
ening the spirits of the 1209 anglers represent-
ing 23 states, but the determination and ex-
citement of the anglers remained steadfast. 
  The excitement of big bass started in the first 
hour of the tournament on Friday when Jacob 
West weighed in a nice 9.78-pound bass. It was 
all about smaller bass winning money until the 12 
to 1 o’clock hour when Paul Bacon renewed the 
excitement weighing in an 8.32-pound bass. Dur-
ing the 1 to 2 o’clock hour there were three bass 
brought in over the slot. Troy Redd weighed in a 
7.82-pound bass, followed by Danny Kraatz with a 
7.07-pound bass and Tim Pryor with a 7.07 pound 
bass. This brought the total of bass brought to the 
scales to five over the 24” slot on the first day. 
Kenny Moser was leading for the boat under the 
16” mark with a nice 2.58-pound bass, but as we 
all know it isn’t over until it is over on Lake Fork.
  Day two of the tournament showed the bigger 

bass were hungry and ready to bite. In the 7 to 8 
o’clock hour Craig Dowis weighed in a 7.20-pound 
bass. During the 8 to 9 o’clock hour we got a 
new leader for the heaviest bass over when Dan-
ny Brown weighed in a beauty locking the scales 
at 10.33-pounds. Also in that hour Reid Shafer 
weighed in a nice 9.09-pound bass. In the 9 to 
10 o’clock hour there were three over’s weighed 
in. John Redmon weighed in an 8.98-pound bass, 
Wayne Kralik weighed an 8.57-pound bass, and 
Shawn Garber weighed in an 8.38-pound bass. 
During the 10 to 11 o’clock hour David Maeker 
weighed in a nice 9.82-pound bass. During the 12 
to 1 o’clock hour excitement was renewed. Rob-
ert Davis weighed in a 7.10-pound bass but the ex-
citement was after his. Donald Walker weighed in 
the heaviest bass under 16” weighing a whopping 
3.43-pounds. This gave all the anglers something to 
shoot for because that is a fantastic weight for un-
der 16” and any angler would like to have that catch 
in any tournament. In the Legend of Lake Fork it 

(See 13th Annual Legend....Continued on Page 10-A)

June! My favorite time of the year on Lake Fork!!(Continued from Page 6-A)

what you see and let the results be your guide.
  The shallow bite is also an option and don’t rule 
out top water and frog action especially around 
flooded willow trees. Once the sun makes it’s 
way up, shift gears and pitch a creature bait as 
far back in those willow trees as possible. A 3/8 
ounce weight will do the trick and use at least 20lb 
line. Your favorite colors will work fine, just keep 
it simple. The most important factor in this pro-
cess will be the accuracy of the pitch. Pick the 
bush apart until you key on where the bass are 

positioned. Once that is established, follow that 
pattern across the lake. It will pay off in spades. 
If simple action is what you seek especially if 
kids are involved, I would chase the sand bass. 
You can use a 1/2 ounce Hopkins spoon or a 1/2 
ounce jig head with a fluke jr. attached. This is 
wicked fun on light line. We can spend a day on 
the water if you like and I can teach you the ropes 
how to catch a ton of these entertainment fish.
  If you are headed out to Lake Fork in June search-
ing for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be 
a part of this trophy quest. I also have gift certifi-
cates available if you have friends or loved one’s 
who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. You can 
contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at skee-
t21c@aol.com. You can follow me on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/davidoziolakefork-
guide. I post my daily trip results on this page. 
I run a Skeeter FX21 with a Yamaha 250SHO 
and it is gased up and ready to go. I would also 
like to thank Okuma Fishing and Talon Custom 
Lures for making my job the blast that it is. I hope 
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. 
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.”

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Wood County National Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

welcome all visitors 
& Skeeter Owner’s

Tournament Anglers

www.wcnbquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank

of Gilmer"

For Tournaments, Bass Clubs, 
Guide Service, Special Functions, 

Family Reunions, & More
TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers, 

Sublimation Fishing Shirts
sales@clownco.com

TPW Commission Recognizes (Continued from Page 19-A)

bar high for boat crash 
investigations in Texas.
Whole Earth Provi-
sion Company Do-
nates $30,296 to 
TPWD from April 
Promotion Proceeds
  For the sixth year in 
a row, the Whole Earth 
Provision Company 
has donated the pro-
ceeds from their “April 
is Texas State Parks 
Month” and Banff 
Mountain Film Festi-
val World Tour promo-
tion to the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment. This year’s dona-
tion is $30,296 bring-
ing their six year total 
donation to $178,803 
for Texas State Parks.
  Throughout the month 
of April, eight Whole 
Earth Provision Com-

pany stores in Texas so-
licited donations at the 
checkout counters for 
Texas State Parks. The 
stores also held a special 
“Ask a Ranger” event 
in the store where park 
rangers came in and an-
swered questions from 
shoppers in the store.
  In addition to their 
in-store promotion, 
Whole Earth Provi-

sion Company named 
Texas State Parks as 
the benefactor of the 
two-day Banff Moun-
tain Film Festival held 
at the Paramount The-
ater in Austin. At the 
event, park staff were 
able to speak to out-
door enthusiasts and 
supporters about the 
TPWD mission from a 
booth before the film.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly
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Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

Now The Newest Skeeter Dealer In Texas!
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!

Yamaha Technician In House

2017 Skeeter FX21LE

2017 Skeeter ZX225

Lake Fork
(903) 383-7885

     Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net
Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

“Call For Rates”
903-383-7885

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
15 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Covered Boat Parking • Clean Cabins • Full Baths

 Direct TV • Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Two Double Beds • Guide Services Available

THE CAT 2017 SCHOLARSHIP AWARD PROGRAM
  Scholarship pro-
gram has 4 recipi-
ents this year. CAT 
awarded $2,500 to 
these deserving stu-
dents. Our Program 
is a big success and 
we look forward to 
doing this next year!
  The Crappie Anglers 
of Texas Scholarship 
Program (CATSP) 
seeks to identify 
high school seniors 
and college students 
who will make sig-
nificant contribu-
tions to society. Ap-
plicants must exhibit 
strong academic and 
leadership skills 
and must partici-
pate in community 
service activities.
  Sarah Reicherts 
received a $1,000 
scholarship! Sarah 
is from Carrollton, 

Texas and is a 2017 
graduate from Cedar 
View High School. 
Her interesting and 
well thought out es-
say was titled “The 
Effects of Baromet-
ric Pressure on Fish”. 
Sarah will be attend-
ing TWU this fall.
  Lauren Dukes re-
ceived a $500 schol-
arship. She is a 2017 
Graduate from Wy-
lie East High School 
and lives in Murphy, 
TX. Lauren, who is 
an avid angler, wrote 
her essay on “Wild-
life Fishing and Con-
servation”. She plans 
to attend Collin 
College in the Fall. 
  Alexis Russell re-
ceived a $500 schol-
arship. She lives in 
Ft. Worth and is a 
2017 graduate from 

Northwest High 
School. Her infor-
mative essay was 
written about “The 
Effects of Zebra 
Mussels”. Alexis 
will be going to Tex-
as Tech in the fall.
  
  Pake Bradshaw re-
ceived a $500 schol-
arship. He is from 
Weatherford and is a 
2017 graduate from 
North Hills Private 
School. Pake wrote 
his winning essay 
on “The Study on 
Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease”. He will be at-
tending Weatherford 
College in the fall.
  
  A huge thank you to 
everyone that helped 
make this possible 
and congratulations 
to the recipients!

Benjamin Weems ~ Owner

We printed Shelby Smith’s picture in the paper when she was 10 years 
old with a big bass. Here she is now at 20 years old with a Lake Fork nice 
bass she caught while on the lake with Lake Fork Guide, Whitt Smith. 
Still fishing and catching the big ones! C.P.R. (Courtesy Photos Whitt 
Smith Guide Service)

Shelby
10 years old
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Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

Pack of Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A

bang the crankbait against 
something near them, there are 
probably better lure choices.
  When I do hit something 
with my crankbait, I like to 
hit it hard. I want to wake up 
whatever lives down there. 
That is why I use a 7.2:1 ra-
tio, high-speed reel. I know 
that kind of goes against 
the old school logic of low 
geared, slow retrieve reels 
for deep cranking. Yes, us-
ing a lower speed ratio takes 
a little torque off of the fore-
arm, but I feel like I get bigger 
bites with a fast retrieve. My 
typical retrieve is nearly as 
fast as I can turn the handle.
  The perfect cranking reel for 
me is the Shimano Curado. 
I like it because it has a large 
spool capacity which is im-
portant for long casts. My fa-
vorite thing about the Curado 
is that it will cast a crankbait a 
mile. The biggest challenge 
in deep cranking is getting 
the lure out far enough to get 

it down to the desired depth. 
I pair the Curado with a G. 
Loomis Deep Flex Crankbait 
rod. I use the 7’5” heavy ac-
tion. It’s a stout rod for crank-
ing but has an incredible para-
bolic bend. This helps with 
casting as well as landing 
fish. I normally use 15lb fluo-
rocarbon line, occasionally 
stepping down to 12lb test 
if I need to get a little deeper.
  We have been fortunate over 
the past several years to have 
some important advance-
ments in lure design avail-
able. Crankbaits are diving 
deeper than ever. There was 
a time hitting that 20’ depth 
was the Holy Grail of crank-
ing. These days it’s not un-
usual to be digging bottom 
in 25’ or deeper with the right 
equipment. My deep crank of 
choice is the Duo Realis G87. 
There is a deep model (15A) 
and an extra deep model 
(20A). I honestly believe 
it’s a game changer when it 

comes to crankbaits. Japa-
nese engineering at it’s finest.
  The G87 has a built in mag-
netic weight transfer system. 
I could go into detail about 
how it works, but I’ll just put 
it this way: I can cast it 30% 
further than any other crank-
bait on the market. It casts 
like a bullet, even into the 
wind. It gets down deeper 
with less effort as well. These 
crankbaits are available here 
on the lake. Both, Lake Fork 
Marina and Oak Ridge Ma-
rina are fully stocked with 
the models and colors I use.
  Next time you’ve marked 
a few fish, but can’t get them 
to bite the jig, Carolina rig, 
or spoon, try knocking on 
their door with a crankbait. 
Sometimes I see my custom-
ers cringe when I break out 
the deep divers. Yes, it may 
seem too much like work to 
some, however it’s a valuable 
tool that definitely has a place 
in our pursuit of big bass.

BUBBA IS ONLY MACHO WHEN SOMEONE IS WATCHING
By Don Hampton

  No rain, sleet, snow nor hail can keep Bubba from 
fishing! When he is out on the water you would 
think he is a man of steel, a true mountain man, 
a Jeremiah Johnson of the lakes. You might even 
believe he was the true essence of machoism and 
a manly man. Well, that’s only part of the char-
acter and more visible when his buds are around.
  I saw Bubba almost get hit by lightning on Lake 
Livingston once. The bolt hit a tree in the water close 
enough that it knocked Bubba unconscious and luck-
ily he didn’t fall in the water. When he came to, he 
shook it off, muttered how close that was, and then 
tried to drive his boat up on shore. Once on shore 
he casually got out of the boat and took cover under 
a tall pine tree. I didn’t say he was smart, but I was 
impressed with the way he handled the situation.
  Another time fishing a tournament on Sam Ray-
burn in rough waters Bubba speared a 5 foot wave 
with the boat. My whole life flashed in front of me 
and my last vision was of me being chum-bait at the 
bottom of the lake. Not Bubba though! He trimmed 
the motor up, gassed the engine and shot back up 
on the surface with a boat full of water and the 
bilge pumps going full blast. All Bubba had to say 
was, “Well that’s fishing for you, but I don’t want 
do that again!” Yet another time I saw him pull a 
treble hook from a rattletrap out of the calve of his 
leg with a pair of needle nose pliers. He just grit-
ted his teeth, gave it a pull, put some liquid Band-
Aid on it and went back to fishing. An audience 

will bring out the macho in a man in a heartbeat.
  That is the side of Bubba he will let his buds 
see! Now for the other side of Bubba’s character.
  Bubba doesn’t get sick or feel bad too often. I 
think that is because germs can’t exist in some of 
the weather he fishes in. Whenever he does begin 
feeling bad or sick, look out! That is when Bub-
bette’s life gets miserable and he thinks she is sup-
posed to be Florence Nightingale. The best way 
to describe the difference in Bubba when he is 
feeling good and when he is under the weather is 
best depicted in a trash bag commercial. When he 
is feeling good, “He is hefty, hefty, hefty!” When 
he is feeling bad, “He is wimpy, wimpy, wimpy!” 
  You know Bubba is really sick when he can’t or will not 
go fishing. Sometimes the first one will make him sick.
  In Bubba’s times of illness my sympathy isn’t 
for him, it is for Bubbette. She is the one that has 
to endure the hardships because this man has no 
pride when he is sick and all that macho goes 
right out the window. In these times it’s all about, 
“Honey can you make me some soup? Can you 
bring me some water? Can you get this? Can you 
get that?” I’ve seen two-year olds with less main-
tenance than Bubba when he is sick! It’s a good 
thing all their televisions have a remote other-
wise he’d have her flipping the channels for him.
  Bubbette is truly to be commended! She really 
does keep her word, especially when she said, “I 
Do!” I think if she would have known the other side 
of Bubba when they got married she would have 
had a subclause in the part of the vows that includes 

in “Sickness and in Health!” Twenty two years later 
she is still going over the vows to see where it says 
in them that Bubba gets control of the TV remotes. 
Before they got married all she had seen was the 
macho-side! “Bubbas are like that, yes they are!”
  Bubbette truly does have a caring heart and this is 
most visible when Bubba is down. She also has a 
little game herself for figuring out how to best de-
termine how bad Bubba is! At times like these she’ll 
have a friend call the house. She will pretend she is 
talking to one of Bubba’s fishing partners. After she 
hangs up she will go in to him and say, “Honey that 
was your bud and he wants to know if you want to 
go fishing with him?” If Bubba gets a glitter in his 
eye or makes any attempt to go, the pampering and 
nursing draws to an end. If he just groans or says 
no way, she will do all in her power to bring her 
little “Bubba-Bear” back to Macho-Ville! After all, 
when she gets to feeling bad she knows her little 
“Bubba-Bear” will turn in to a Floyd Nightingale.
  HAPPY 22ND ANNIVERSARY TO MY 
SWEET BUBBETTE!!! Loving and having you 
in my life has made me more of a man than I could 
have ever been! I love you!  Don Bubba Hampton    
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Danny Brown from Alba, Texas won the heaviest bass over the slot with 
a 10.33-pound bass in the 13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass 
Tournament. For his great catch he was presented a certificate for a fully 
equipped 2017 Legend 211 Alpha by Randy Qualls (lt) owner of Legend 
Boats and Don Hampton (rt), Tournament Director/Owner. (Photos by 
Sue Hampton)

Donald S. Walker from Longview, Texas won the heaviest bass under the 
slot with a 3.43-pound bass in the 13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big 
Bass Tournament. For his great catch he took home a fully equipped 2017 
Legend 199 Alpha presented by  Randy Qualls (rt) owner of Legend Boats 
and Don Hampton (lt), Tournament Director/Owner. 

Kyle S. Trull from Kennedy, Alabama won the fully equipped 2017 Leg-
end 191 SCX when his name was drawn from all the early entries received 
by April 30, by Lindsay Dziak from Mesquite, Texas. He was presented 
his boat to take home by  Randy Qualls owner of Legend Boats and Don 
Hampton, Tournament Director/Owner.       (See Story on Page 4/5-A) 

Shane Smith from Texarkana, Texas won the second heaviest bass over 
the slot with a 10.14-pound bass in the 13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork 
Big Bass Tournament. For his great catch he was presented with a fully 
equipped 2017 Legend 191 SCX by Randy Qualls (rt) owner of Legend 
Boats and Don Hampton (lt), Tournament Director/Owner. (Photos by 
Sue Hampton)


