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All Boats, Makes Models Welcome
May 19, 20 & 21,2017

By Don Hampton

Anglers get ready for
the premier tourna-
ment of the year. The
“13th Annual Legend
of Lake Fork Big Bass
Tournament will be
held on May 19, 20, 21.
This is not an owner’s
tournament. The name
of the event is based
on Lake Fork being
a legendary big bass
lake. ALL BOATS,
MAKES, AND MOD-
ELS ARE WEL-
COME TO COME
AND COMPETE!

We will be paying 8
places per hour with
the first to be knocked
out of seventh place
will receive a $100
gift certificate from
one of the sponsoring
businesses. This little
enticement has some

anglers really play-
ing the game bringing
a small bass that may
weigh under a pound
to the scales at the top
of each hour just to
be knocked out of the
hour first and secure
a win. First each hour
will be paid $500, sec-
ond $400, third $300,
fourth $200, fifth $175,
sixth  $150, seventh
$125, and first out of
seventh to receive the
$100 gift certificate.

All early entries re-
ceived on or before
April 30th will be in
the drawing for a 2017
Legend bass boat pow-
ered by Mercury and
MinnKota. Anglers if
you miss the chance
to get in for the early
entry into the tourna-
ment you will still have
a chance to win one

of the Legend boats
to be given away and
a chance to get in on
the hourly pay-backs!

Anglers will be com-
peting for two boats for
the two heaviest 24”
and over the slot, one
boat for the heaviest
under 16” and the one
boat for the early entry
drawing. Anglers win-
ning these boats will
receive a certificate for
the boat so they might
order the colors or up-
grades of their choice
to more personalize
their2017 Legend boat.

We will be set up and
taking entries at Lake
Fork Marina, the tour-
nament headquarters,
on Thursday, May
18th from 2 p.m. un-
til 10 p.m., on Friday

(See Legend of Lake Fork
Continued on Page 3-A)

“Great Improvement For Lake Fork!”

For all of those an-

glers that put in at the 515 East Boat Ramp, boating just got eas-
ier. The improvements and upgrades are great for launching.
There is now a floating dock, the steep upgrade on right of ramp
has been removed, and excess sand on ramp has been cleared.

4th Annual

CAT recently held its
4th Annual Crappiefest
Tournament on Lake
Fork on April 1, 2017,
and it was a day for the
record books! A record
total of 325 anglers
(300 Adult Anglers &
25 Junior Anglers) par-
ticipated in a great day
of fishing filled with
fun, fellowship and
plenty of excitement!
This tournament was a
“big fish” tournament,
so each angler weighed
in only one big crap-
pie. The weather was
nearly perfect for ear-

Crappiefest

ly spring, the big fish
were on the prowl, and
the result was some
very big fish and some
very excited anglers!!!
Here are the results:
First place went to Ed
Rathbun (Ponca, OK)
with a huge crappie
weighing in at 2.93
pounds!! Ed’s giant
crappie netted him a
total of $5,000. Clay
Gann (Hideaway, TX)
came in 2nd place
with a 2.75 pound slab
worth  $2,500. Clay
was also the Top Fin-
ishing CAT Member,

on Lake

Fork

so he added another
$1,000 to his winnings.
George Nelon (Boyd,
TX) took home third
place and a check for
$2000 with his crap-
pie weighing in at 2.63
pounds. Willie Scott
(Aubrey, TX) and Chris
Coftman (Brownsboro,
TX) filled the 4th and
5th places weighing
in crappie that tipped
the scales at exactly
2.55 pounds worth
$875 each. Frank
Haidesek (Manhattan,

(See 4th Annual....
Continued on Page 9-A)

I2th Annual Iegend of Lake Fork Fio Lass Tournament MMay 19. 20, 71.
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“Have You Smooched The Pooch Today?”

By Don Hampton

Everyone has a different expression or say-
ing when they make a mistake or mess up.
Some will use profanity; curse themselves,
their equipment, the weather, the water, their
friends or whatever they can think of at the
moment to vent their anger and frustrations.

Bubba seems to be lacking when it comes
to understanding that type of behavior. First
of all you are not going to find him getting too
stressed out in life. He loves it too much, be-
cause to him fishing is life. Second, if Bub-
bette ever heard him come out with profanity in
mixed company, not only would he have cause to
hang his head in shame but he also might wake
up with the taste of Ivory soap in his mouth.

Bubba does have his sayings when he makes
mistakes. With his he can use them in mixed com-
pany and still not have to worry what that soap
tastes like. His favorite saying when he makes a
mistake or messes up is, “Well, I smooched the
pooch that time!” Bubba doesn’t take his dog
with him but he still finds himself SMOOCHING
THE POOCH a lot and usually on a daily basis!

Bubba will be late coming home from a fish-
ing trip and have a cold, Bubbette and supper
waiting and he’ll simply say, “Well, I smooched
the pooch this time!” If he did badly in a tourna-
ment or on a fishing trip and you ask him about
it, you’ll get the same answer. If he lost his keys
or wrecked his truck, the answer would still be

“Bassin’ With Bubba

Lake Fork

the same. If he sees or hears of someone else
messing up he’ll say, “Well they smooched the
pooch!” This is just Bubba’s laid back way of
saying everything the hot heads say and express
but in a simple, sensible, sociably acceptable way.

Bubba has a lot of other sayings in life he
uses in place of profanity and that are not of-
fensive. “Ole Chips” is probably his most used
one. He doesn’t like old chips because they are
stale and tasteless. If he smashes his finger it’s,
“Ole chips!” If he bends his license plate while
backing up to the boat, it’s the same. If he
misses a hook set on a big bass, it’s the same.
Now Bubba isn’t one to call names but on oc-
casions he does express his dislike over some-
one’s behavior. For this he has an especially
appropriate word I perfectly understood after
he explained it to me. If he sees someone mis-
behave in a tasteless or unbecoming manner,
he’ll simply say, “Well, there’s a real ashtray!”
or “There’s someone acting like a real ashtray!”

Being the enquiring mind that I am when I
heard Bubba say this the first time, I wanted
to know his philosophy on this one. Believe
it or not, Bubba is very philosophical. I came
to this conclusion when he explained it to me.
He enlightened me by telling me, “Most ashtrays
are always dirty. The sole purpose is for deposit-
ing cigarette butts in them and you always find
an ash or two around them!” Well, that was de-
scriptive enough for me so that I hope he never
calls me an ashtray or says I’'m acting like one!

ITHIIEIIIIEIE lEEI’; FISHIHE.

Bubba is not a saint! You won’t find him trading
in his bass boat to be walking on water in this life-
time. He does try to be as good a man as he can
and not using profanity is one of his ways. Grow-
ing up his father was a backwoods Methodist
preacher that taught him well that bad words made
you a bad person. He also found out that a switch
isn’t just something installed by electricians and
that a belt isn’t just used to hold your pants up.

So take a lesson from Bubba and his up-
bringing. If you are in public with other
people present and you get angry, keep it
to yourself or modify it with pleasantries.

At least that way you won’t have anyone come
up to you and say, “Ole Chip! You just smooched
the pooch, and you’re acting like a real ashtray!”
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13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork (continued from Page 1-4)

from 5 a.m. to 6 a.m.
and 4 p.m. to 9 p.m,,
and Saturday the same
hours and on Sunday
from 5 a.m. to 6 a.m.
for anyone just wish-
ing to fish one day.
Anglers can fish one,
two, or all three days
and still have a chance
for all the prizes. Of-
ficial fishing days for
the tournament are
May 19, 20, 21 and
fishing hours are from
6 am. to 3 p.m. with
the first hour weigh-in
beginning with the 7
to 8 o’clock hour and
ending with the 2 to 3
o’clock hour each day.
Anglers have to be off
the water by 8 p.m
each day of the tourna-
ment and cannot get on
the water until 4 a.m.
and cannot wet a hook
until 6 a.m. The official

starting time and hour-
ly up-dates will be an-
nounced on FM 99.9
KMOO Radio Sta-
tion. So be sure to have
a radio in your boat.
Again this year we will
be selling commemo-
rative T-shirts at tour-
nament headquarters.
If you purchase a shirt
and have it on or with
you and win Ist place
in any hour, you will
receive an extra $100
in cash on the spot. Ev-
ery hour of the tourna-
ment is a T-shirt hour.

All anglers will also
be able to purchase a
Temple Fork Outfit-
ters rod for only $60.
This offer is while sup-
plies last, two rod limit
per angler. As popular
as these rods are be-
coming, they seem to
go pretty fast, but on

another note we will
have a large supply.

The Chek-It-Stick is
the official measure-
ment of the tourna-
ment. Bass  under
the slot coming to
the weigh-in cannot
touch 16” and bass
over can touch or ex-
ceed the 24” mark.

This tournament is
fun for the entire fam-
ily. Come out and en-
ter or just bring the
family and enjoy the
festivities and check
out the vendors.

For more informa-
tion see the advertise-
ment on Page 13-A,
or call me at 903-360-
6994, 903-383-7748,
or email me: fish-
news@lakefork.net.

Help Keep Our
Lake Clean

12* & 15* Compact Pontoon Boats, Electric Or Gas
Motors, Low Profile, 4 Pontoon Design For Utimate
Stability, Very Low Maintenance, Trailer’s Available,
Floating Aluminum Dechs, Delivery All Over The US &
Proudly Doing Business World Wide For Over 30 Years.

Call Or Stop In Today For A Free Price QQuate!

d, 1166 E. Lennon Dr.

Emory, TX 75440
903-474-7195 Emory Office
402-768-3034 Dan, After Hours

o

(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Great Lodglng Accommodatlons at Texas' #1 Bass Flshlng Lake
15 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees * Covered Boat Parking ¢ Clean Cabins ¢ Full Baths

Direct TV * Small Refrigerator « Microwave ¢ Coffee Pot « Two Double Beds * Guide Services Available

“Call For Rates”

903-383-78835

Located on 515 Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17
dbigan \Website: www.scenicS15cabins.com ¢ Email: scenicSl5cabins@e0plesc0m.net
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Record Effort to Combat Aquatic Invaders in Texas Yields Early Success, Looks to Next Steps

Efforts to stop aquatic invasive spe-
cies from taking over Texas water-
ways are ramping up this spring, made
possible through record funding from
state lawmakers. Invaders like giant
salvinia, zebra mussels and many oth-
ers blanket waterways and block boat-
ing, fishing and swimming, crowd out
native species, spoil rivers and lakes,
and clog power plant and municipal wa-

lakes to eat and control giant salvinia,
--3,500 ACRES OF SALTCE-
DAR were treated along 112 miles
of the wupper Brazos River to re-
store habitats for wildlife, includ-
ing game birds and endangered fishes,
--17,643 ACRES OF GIANT SAL-
VINIA were treated with herbicides
on East Texas lakes, including Tole-
do Bend Reservoir and Caddo Lake,

the spread of invasive species, and
--177.7 MILLION IMPRESSIONS were
made through radio, online, print, and
outdoor advertising during giant salvin-
ia and zebra mussel outreach campaigns.

Details about this work, including pho-
tos and story profiles showcasing various
projects, are on the department’s aquatic
invasive species management web pages.
With the summer boating season just

ter pipes. Experts say it’s a huge chal- --4 RAPID RESPONSE events suc- ahead, the department and its partners
lenge, but progress is being made, and cessfully “nipped in the bud” in- will be calling for boaters help to stop
the public still has a key role to play. troductions of giant salvinia at the spread of aquatic invasive species

The 84th Texas Legislature provid- Lake Fork, Falcon Lake, Brandy like giant salvinia and zebra mussels
ed $6.3 million to the Texas Parks and Branch, and Martin Creek reservoirs, that can be spread from lake to lake
Wildlife Department for aquatic inva- --1,960 BOATS were inspected on boats and trailers. Given boats are
sive species management in 2016-2017, at 57 boat ramps on lakes infest- the primary way these invasive spe-
an increase from $1.1 million in the pre- ed or at high risk for zebra mussels, cies are spread, boaters need to “Clean,
vious biennium. Bolstered by this re- --334 LANDOWNERS cooperat- Drain and Dry” their boats, trailers,
cord appropriation, the department has ed to give experts access to man- and gear every time they travel from

built or expanded partnerships with uni-

age Arundo (giant reed) along more

one waterbody to another. An online

versities, river authorities, municipal than 100 miles of Hill Country rivers, video demonstrates the simple steps to
water districts, non-profits, local, state --80 MARINAS were visited as properly clean, drain and dry a boat.
and federal agencies, and other part- part of outreach work to pro-

ners to deliver more than 60 projects mote 1invasive species prevention, For more information about in-
statewide, including these examples: --575,000 REGISTERED BOAT- vasive plants and animals in Tex-
--713,993 GIANT SALVINIAWEEVILS ERS are receiving “Clean, Drain and as, visit www.texasinvasives.org

were produced and stocked in East Texas Dry”

outreach materials

to prevent

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17
South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"
2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,
New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

b~ WOOD COUNTY
A NATIONAL

WELODUE ALL TISTTORS
& LETEND OF LAKE
TOURRANTERT ANOLERS

Wood County National Bank Wood County National Bank
417 South Main 1947 FM 2946
Quitman, Texas Emory, Texas
903-763-4545 903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082
www.wenbquitman.com

@ "Branches of First National Bank

of Gilmer"

Member

FDIC
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Wildflowers and Blooming Plants on Full Display at Texas State Parks

Texas State Parksareinfullbloomwithanimpressivewild-
flower display of bright blues, deep reds and rich yellows.

Texas is blessed with more than 5,000 species of
wildflowers, and this spring has seen a proliferation
of wildflower populations. The state’s more than 90
Texas State Parks present some of the best and saf-
est places to view and photograph nature’s boun-
ty of wildflowers and blooming shrubs and trees.

“Spring wildflower displays have been glorious in
East, Central, North and coastal Texas recently,” says
Jason Singhurst, botanist with the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department. “As more rain is expected over the
next few weeks, we should expect increasing splendor
in West Texas and other parts of the Lone Star State.”

Currently, every region of the state is present-
ing different varieties of wildflowers, including:
Central Texas: Vernal Hill Country limestone-influ-
enced thin soils once again have allowed a wildflow-
er eruption into a landscape painted with bluebon-
nets, Indian blanket, greenthread, four-nerve daisy,
wine cups, phlox, Missouri primrose, Drummond’s
skullcap, foxglove and Lindheimer’s paintbrush.
Coastal Texas prairies and the South Texas ‘Sand Sheet’:
An array of wildflowers are on display including prairie
clovers, Texas groundsel, woolly whites, wine cups, false
dragonhead, coreopsis,queen’sdelight, toadflax,sand Bra-
zos-mint, phlox, bluebonnets and side-cluster milkweed.
East Texas: The Pineywoods’ ground flora has

been extraordinary with a plethora of wildflow-
ers including violets, trout lilies, trilliums, mayap-
ple, bloodroot, Texas groundsel and Solomon seal.
NorthTexas: Thelandscapeisbountifulwithpurple,Indian,
andlemon paintbrushes, along with showy evening prim-
rose, blue-eyed grass, buttercups, wild indigo and extraor-
dinary numbers of antelope horn and green milkweeds.
Southwest ~ Texas: Due to  record-breaking
heat, wildflower displays have been scarce.
West Texas: Drought continues due to lit-
tle winter rain, which is limiting wildflowers.
“When taking annual family portraits with spring
wildflowers, please refrain from sitting in or trampling
wildflowers,” says Singhurst. ““Sitting or stepping on
wildflowers to get photos damages them and reduces
or eliminates their ability to reseed themselves for next
year. Photos can be framed so the wildflowers enhance
the photo, but are not harmed during the process.”
Entering wildflower patches carries the risk of disturb-
ing wildlife resting or hiding in that location, such as
nesting birds, or undesirable encounters with venom-
ous snakes and fire ants, so always exercise caution.
Texas State Parks offer great picturesque settings for fam-
ity wildflower photos away from busy roadways and now
isaprimetime forunique and diverse wildflower displays.
The TPWD Pinterest page is regularly updated
with wildflower sightings from parks across the
state, including Guadalupe River State Park, Cad-

do Lake State Park and Fort Boggy State Park.

Park visitors can share their wildflower pictures--and see
what’s blooming around the state--on TPWD Instagram,
Facebook and Twitter accounts. In addition, check out the
TPWD Pinterest board for more pictures of wildflowers.

Recent sightings reported by TPWD
staft in  Texas State Parks include:
—Caddo Lake State Park— Flowering dog-
wood tree, pawpaws and Langlois’ violets
—Devils River State Natural Area-
Cactus bloom, mountain laurel

—Enchanted Rock State Natural Area— Bluebonnet
—Fort Boggy State Park— Bluebonnet, partridge pea
—Fort Parker State Park— Standing cypress

—Goliad State Park and His-
toric Site— Texas baby  blue eyes
—Guadalupe River State Park— Prairie ver-
bena, blackfoot daisies, bluebonnets, Indi-
an  paintbrushes, windflowers and  agarita

—Huntsville State Park— Dogwood blossoms
—LakeBobSandlinState Park—Springbeautyblossoms

—Lockhart State Park— A pink bluebonnet
—McKinney Falls State Park— Bluebonnets
—Palmetto State Park— Spiderwort, anacua
—Tyler State Park— Redbud tree

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your
Trips To Lake Fork With

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”

RV LOTS FOR LEASE

Beautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete
Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic
Pleasure

Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS
Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that

crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round

3 Usable Concrete Boat Ramps

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE Ny T

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 60’ Level Concrete Pads, | ¥ ' A

Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity,

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers

_ Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting) |[. | . .

82" | RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park ' '
| Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only

Owned By Christian American

Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!!

WE ARE THE BEST!!!

| -

Concrete Boat Ramp
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May Means Migration to Deeper Water and Schooling

By David Ozio

This has been a very trying spring on Lake Fork
with the rising water levels and huge winds. With
that now behind us, we can focus on May when
the big girls start the migrating process from the
shallows back to their deep summer haunts. This
won’t be an overnight process but knowing where
to look for these transition fish could net you the
wall hanger of your dreams. The shad spawn now
plays a key roll in your pursuit of “biggreenfishio-
us” and main lake points will be the focus of your
fishing efforts especially early in the morning. Look
for birds standing on the bank in large groups and
you will be on your way to piece one of the puzzle.

There are many different ways to tackle these
bass feeding on shad but I mainly key on using
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CLUES ACROSS

1. To clean for payment 38. Wood alcohol
5. Uncovers 41. White-wine drink

10. Hindu calendar month 42. Miri
14. Necromancers 44, Fill with high spirits
15. Make somebody laugh 45. Popular children’s street
16. Wings 48. Tears down (var.)
17. Practice sessions 49. Overly precious (British)
20. One who delivers 50. Being a single unit or thing
21. Lifting device 52. Wigwam
22. Restaurant or sleeping 55. Candlewood
23. Hammer end 60. Bend, in a way
25. Evildoers 63. Family or fig
29. Having development checked — 64. Cognizant
or reversed 65. Wife (law)
33. Mountain nymph (Grcek) 66. “Strong” trees
34. Wrong (prefix) 67. Proceeded toward an object
35. Ethan Hawke’s wife 68. Sharp barks
36. Pancakes
CLUES DOWN
1. Military leader (abbr.) 30. Skipjacks
2. Hurry 31. Way to behave
3. Elderly people 32. Valleys
4. Move upward 37. Unchanged
5. Mixologist 39. To this
6. Former ruler of Afghanistan 40. In the manner of
7. German river 43. Carpenter, for one
8. Compass point (abbr.) 46. Vascular systems
9. Large body of water 47. Frightened
10. Brothers 50. Orange yellow (var.)
11. Jai , sport 51. Widely known and esteemed
12. Girls 52. Barn-owl genus
13. Command 53. Weasel genus
18. Way to break up 54. Look furtively
19. Syngman , Korean presi-  55. Old Irish alphabet (var.)
dent 56. Subject to accident, chance or
23. Inquisitive searcher change
24. Formerly (archaic) 57. Angolan monelary unit
25. Dark beer 58. Artificial source of illumina-
26. Ridge on a Doric column tion
27. Makes tractors 59. Hear ye
28. Represent, in a way 61. Bravo!
29. Objects fired from a gun 62. Jima, World War 11 battle-
(informal) field

the squarebill and an ounce and a quarter spinner-
bait to bring home the bacon. The first hour after
daybreak provides the best opportunity to score a
trophy bass and the above mentioned tools are a
starting point. You can work the squarebill in 2-3ft
of water and any shad colored option will work.
Cover as many main lake points as possible and
pay strict attention to any shad movement. Birds
will help you recognize where these shad are
grouped up and make your way there as quickly as
possible to get in a few casts before they disperse.
Option two is a large spinnerbait. Position the
boat in 3ft of water and cast back toward the 12ft
range. Let it sink for a few seconds and then start a
slow smooth retrieve. Expect a jolting strike when
they latch onto the bait. A Carolina rig is a must
if there is no wind present and fish it in the same
areas as the squarebill and spinnerbait. Flukes are
my favorite to use on the c-rig along with a 4ft
leader. Colors are standard, darker colors on over-
cast days, more translucent hues on sunny days.

Piece two of the puzzle falls into place as the
month of May progresses, these trophy bass will
start to migrate out to deeper water and gang up in
large schools. Now is when you start your search
using your electronics to find out where they will
be taking up residence. The one great thing about
this time of the year is that, if you find them, they

will be grouped up and much easier to catch. Start
your search on main lake points setting your sights
in the 20-30ft range. Humps, ridges and roadbeds
also come into play.You will probably stumble on
herds of sand bass but don’t be dismayed. At this
time of the year, trophy black bass will run with
their cousins and feed along side them on balls
of shad. Spoons work well provided that the bot-
tom is free of timber but the c-rig will do most
of the heavy lifting. It’s also a good time to tie
on a football jig in black/blue or peanut butter/
jelly. Any craw trailer will work and be sure to
match the skirt of the jig as close as possible. |
would also set up an A-rig if an abundance of sand

Answers on Page 21-A

304 RICHARDS ST
QUITMAN, TX

903-760-BEER

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

H Monday thru

(See May Means Migration
Continued on Page 20-A)

Fish Friendly

Practice C.PR.

If you would like
B il
FISERRMAN'S
 Ems

Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative's
home for 1 year

Hours
10 AM till
9PM

Saturday
Closed
Sundays

To Quinch That Thirst (12 Tssues)
. < For Only $30,
After Chasing Those 2 Sond ohack on
Bass All Day K _ Money Order
We Have All Of 255 S Main ST HWY 37 Name & Address to:
fofeY= @
. cc3 2
Your Favorite 3% 3 The Fisherman's
z -l
Beverages Here! 5 % Guide News
IN | 538 PR 5861
Ko McAllister Street
- 2 4 Yantis, TX.,
] 4 75497
(E Wood Clark St
% County . .
hand s Fish Friendly
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Shad Rule Changes Take Effect in Texas

New rules that gov-

ern  the possession
and sale of gizzard
and threadfin shad

collected from pub-
lic fresh waters went
into effect April 13.

The changes passed
earlier this year by the
Texas Parks and Wild-
life Commission will
require persons who
use containers exceed-
ing 82 quarts in volume
when collecting shad
to obtain a $60 Per-
mit to Possess or Sell
Nongame Fish Taken
from Public Fresh Wa-
ters. Persons collecting
shad for use as bait or
stock in private lakes
would need a permit if
their container volume
exceeds 82 quarts. A

permit will continue to
be required if the shad
collected are sold or
exchanged for anything
of value regardless of
the container size used.
No permit is required if
the shad are used only
as baiton the lake where
they are collected, or if
a licensed fishing guide
possesses and furnish-
es the shad as bait to
customers as part of
the guide’s services.

According to TPWD
Inland Fisheries Di-
rector of Information
and Regulations Ken
Kurzawski, this change
allows the depart-
ment to better moni-
tor shad harvesting to
ensure their sustain-
ability in Texas fisher-

ies and addresses con-
cerns about the spread
of invasive species.

“Transfer of zebra
mussels is our prima-
ry concern,” Kurza-
wski said. “Before
this change, no permit
was required if the
shad were not sold,
so there was less op-
portunity to inform
those users of the risks
of the zebra mussel
transfer... so these
regulations give us
an avenue to do that.”

Information on ob-
taining a nongame fish
permit can be found
at  http://tpwd.texas.
gov/publications/fish-
boat/forms/ or by call-
ing 512-389-4742.

Guys &

Hair Salon

Downtown Alba  WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420
==y~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca
* Amber * Mary Ann * Samantha

Dolls

A Salon For The

Whole Family!

INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLAR
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.

P 903-383-7121
eQ\s Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
"“ Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

(DUCISETT

PRO-DRIVEN

TRIAD ~ Now in Stock

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!! However, if you have invested thousands
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!! For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics. I look forward to hearing
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244,
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"

Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques
* Jigs ¢ Spoons * Carolina Rigs « Wacky Worms ¢ Light Tackle Drop Shotting
* Lure Selection * Lure Presentation * Reading Structure (Electronics)
* Aquatic Vegetation » Night Fishing ¢ Fly Fishing
CLINIC ON BEAUTIFUL LAKE FORK
Roy Greer (903) 765-2075

W, e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com
website: www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

> NOW OPEN
O’S ":

SPRING
SEASON

AN
(The Pe Goy) Clice $475

— CHOCOLATE liﬂ:" OO
—~ COCOMNUT CRE A M e #2140

~ BUTTERMILK,
~BUTTERFING
~LEMOMN ER

-,
qﬁl....L-.

Custor ORDERS Pwaikble, !
Baby Back Ribs, Fried Catfish, Frog Legs,
Gumbo, Red Beans & Rice & More

NEW SWEET SHOP
ENJOY ASSORTED FLAVORS
ICE CREAM, HOME MADE PIE!!!
“THE PERFECT AFTER DINNER TREAT!”

Open Friday & Saturday
from 4 PM. to 9 PM BYOB
Call: 903-383-7127 For To Go Orders
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Tackle/Gift Store-Restaurant
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Paul Bacon
Licensed

Master Physical

— AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT
TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain * Pre/Post Op Rehab

* Joint Pain Or Injury
* (GGeriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

-474-9430

90Q]§ Lennon

Emory, Texas

“The

By Terri Moon

Wow! It didn’t take long
for May to get here! April
ended up being an incred-
ible month for crappie. It
was really hard to leave
them to go on my annual
trip to Missouri to see fam-
ily, friends and hopefully
find some ‘“Morel mush-
rooms” while I'm there.
(They are my other life-
long passion next to crap-
pie fishing!) It seems they
are as sensitive to weather
conditions as the crappie.
Just as temperatures get
just right — here comes a
cold front and slows the
whole process down. It
can sure be frustrating
and just as hard to predict
as when the best time to
crappie fish is! (Mother
Nature is good at throw-
ing curve balls your way!)

This year, early warm
temperatures had the mo-
rels popping up 2-3 weeks
early in the Missouri area
— then a cold front would
hit and you would have
to wait for warmer tem-
peratures and enough rain
to get them going again.
But, by then thicker veg-
etation makes for tough
hunting — so, what do you
do when that happens? —
You go north! This year
we only had enough time
to go as far as Rathbun
Lake, Iowa. We had a
good start finding them —
then here comes the north
winds, rain and tempera-
tures down to mid thirties.
(Sounds like crappie fish-
ing in the spring — doesn’t
it!) All we needed was one
good day of sunshine and
it came the day we had to
leave! We no more than
got back to Kansas City —
I get a phone call from my
new friend Valerie Berry —
that the morels were pop-

°The Fisherman’s Cuide. News You Can Use*

and

Moon Report”
“May Morels

Crappie”

ping up like crazy around
the lake. They picked over
6 gallon bags full that af-
ternoon. I know how ex-
citing that must have been
for them! We were just sad
that our mushroom hunt-
ing time for this year was
up. But, can’t wait till next
spring and hope our tim-
ing is better! Sweet Valerie
has offered to overnight us
some morels so we’ll have
plenty for our family get
together Mother’s Day
and mom’s 87th birthday!
Come to find out — Valerie
works at Honey Creek
Resort State Park at Rath-
bun Lake — (which is one
of the top crappie lakes
in Towa) and talk about
a lst class facility... we
were amazed at all the
amenities this place has
to offer and in the middle
of nowhere! You’ll have
to google it to believe it!
Thanks again Valerie and
looking forward to hunt-
ing with you next spring!

Now that the morel quest
is over, I have to switch
back to “crappie mode™! It
seems they are still in the
areas they were in when [
left. You can bobber fish 1
— 5 ft. at the edges of the
grass and flooded willows.
There are still spawn and
post spawn crappie in 16
— 24 ft. in treelines, brush
piles and bridges. You

can use minnows if you
want, but, we were hav-
ing fun with Bonehead’s

“Slim-stick” and Lake
Fork Tackles ‘Live Baby
Shad’. Some days they
wanted black/chartreuse
or red/chartreuse — other
days white/chartreuse or
jJust chartreuse. Then at
the bridges I like Bubbas
Baits in pink/chartreuse
and black/chartreuse.
I'm looking forward to
being back on the lake
sometime after Mother’s
Day. My apologies to
those who have tried to
reach me. It seems my
mom & dad’s house 1s the
only place in the world that
Verizon doesn’t have ser-
vice! Please keep trying!
Don’t forget the big
bream  have started
moving in! YEAH!!
Also I want to thank
everyone for all the
thoughts and well-wishes
for my mom’s upcom-
ing surgery. It was post-
poned till an abscessed
tooth heals and we’re
waiting on a resched-
uled date. Happy Birth-
day Mom — Love You!!
Great fishing to

you all! Be Safe!

Help Keep Our

Lake Clean
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4th Annual Crappiefest on Lake ForK (continued from Page 1-4)

KS) took home $600 for his 6th place crappie
weighing in at 2.50 pounds. Seventh place went
to Joe Vannucci (Wichata Falls, TX) weighing in
a 2.40 pound slab worth $400. Eighth & Ninth
place was a tie with both Jerry Hancock (McK-
inney, TX) and Josh Todd (Tulia, TX) weighing
in a 2.38 pound crappie. For their efforts, they
each took home a check for $275. Rounding
out the top ten with a check for $200 was Max
Dukes (Murphy, TX) with a 2.34 pound crappie.
All  top ten anglers qualified for the
Texas State Crappie Championship.
Closest to 1.00, 1.25, 1.50 and 1.75 Awards
One of the most exciting, and tightly contested,
challenges of CAT’s Crappiefest Tournament is
the “Closest To” awards. The cash prize was $250
for the angler weighing in a crappie that weighs the
closest to (without going over) 1.00 pounds, 1.25
pounds, 1.50 pounds and 1.75 pounds and anoth-
er $250 bonus for weighing in the exact weight.
Unbelievably, Crappiefest anglers hit the exact
mark in all four categories! Here are the results:
Mike Hinkle (Mesquite, TX), weighed in his

1.00 pound crappie and took home a check for
$500. Jeff Schweiterman (Parker, TX) and Justin
Gaston (Euless, TX) netted $250 each for their
crappie weighing in at exactly 1.25 pounds. Kirk
Grounds (Sachse, TX) and Shawn Drake (Wy-
lie, TX) both weighed in at exactly 1.50 pounds
and split a $500 purse taking home $250 each.
Ricky Sims (Midlothian,TX), Mark McClure
(Clinton, MO), Chris Scott (Sanger, TX), Billy
Don Surface (Lohman, MO), Gary Paris (Quit-
man, TX) and Cory Carter (Muskogee, OK)
split a $500 pot taking home $83.33 each for

their fish weighing in at exactly 1.75 pounds.
CAT also had four random drawings worth $250
and here are the winners: Willie Scott (Aubrey, TX)
and Chris Coffman (Brownsboro, TX) won two
out of the four drawings adding another $250 each
to their $875 purse bringing their total winnings to
$1125 each. Susan Allen (Gilmer, TX) won $250
for her .65 pound crappie. Charlie Brown (Little
Elm, TX) and Gary Filbeck (Springfield, MO) split
the last drawing netting themselves $125 each.
Last but definitely not least, Andrea Smi-
ley’s 0.45 pound crappie was the light-
est crappie weighed in, and she won $500.
Junior Angler 10 & under division:
Not to be outdone by the adults, the youngest
crappie anglers in the contest really put on a show.
First place was won by Mason Tucker with a mon-
strous crappie tipping the scale at 1.90 pounds.
Mason won tickets to Six Flags. Langdon Froe-
be took home second place and Medieval Times
tickets for his 1.21 pound crappie. Aurora Car-
rigan rounded out the top three with her crappie
(See 4th Annual Crappiefest...Continued on 19-A)
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Today 903-335-0941

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trin
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Tyler Thetard was fishing Lake Fork with
guide Andrew Gills when he caught this nice
hawg. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo Andrew Gills

Guide Service)

Rudy Westbrook was fishing Lake Fork when
he caught this hawg weighing 9.68-1bs. C.P.R.
(Courtesy Photo Minnow Bucket Marina)

John Schroeder caught his personal best fish-
ing Lake Fork with guide Whitt Smith on April

The spafraw-sized «l owl ks only 5 o 8 Inchas lpng, -
Found In Amorica’s scuthwestern deserls, It is the Tha ooty e smgoly ko md by neme oo the Blbde am
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Lage 17-A4

A 3-step Powder-Coated
Steel model that fits most
air, aluminum, bass, flats,
and pleasure boat trailers.

Easy Step System

boat trailer steps:

* No more crawling on
your hands and Knees

* No more slipping,
searching for the fender
* No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
* No more scratching
trailer fenders with your
shoes

* No more worrying
about loading or un-
loading your boat by
yourself

* Has a handrail to hold
when entering and exit-
ing

* Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish
for a lasting new ap-
pearance.

* Capacity rating

400 1bs.

The ESS-3-SS

A 3-step Stainless Steel
model that fits most air,
aluminum, bass, flats,
and pleasure boat
trailers.

Easy Step System
boat trailer steps
mount to the tongue
or frame of your
trailer so you can
load or unload
everyone and
everything on or off
of your boat safely
and easily while still
on the trailer.
Made In America
In Tyler, Texas

A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away
tongue trailers.

The ESS-4

A 4-step model that fits most
bay, center console, and high bow
pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-4-SS

A 4-step Stainless Steel model that
fits most bay, center console, and
high bow pleasure boat trailers.

Endorsed By:

of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Call 800-966-1502 Mon. - Fri. 8a.m. to Sp.m.

web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com

Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~




Page 17-4 °Ihe risherman’s Cuide. News You Can Use*

BN S e = mine—l R 1] V] A | &
O e o O o () [N

Introducing the All-New Black Diamond Edition from Legend; the bass boat
that truly defines understated elegance.

(TGN
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Bass fournament
All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome
May 19, 20 & 21, 2017

$320,000 s
y

Cash & Prizes

Benefiting “The Wish to Fish Foundation™
Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764

GRAND PRIZES INCLUDE:

Four(4) Legend Bass Boats, Powered hﬁeﬂer:ury MotorGuide, Lowrance
Electronics. To Be Awarded For: 2 for the 2 Heaviest Bass Over The Slot,
1 for Heaviest Bass Under The Slot, 1 for Draw Boat
(Early Entries ONLY and must be present to win.)

8 Puaces Pao Houmay 1sT—S500 = Zmp—S400 = 3 —S300 = 4m—S200

e BIH—8175 * BmM—S150 » 7m—%8125 < 1s1Duror 7m $100 GC
For more inFormaTioN catl: 903-360-6994 or 903-383-T148 Emnir: nsuuews CLAKEFORKNET

All Tournament Contestants can
Purchase Temple Fork OQOutfitters Rods $178 Retail ~ $60 Each (Assortment of Sizes)
Early Entry Incentive: Only Early Entries Qualify for Drawing lo Wina 2017 Legend Boat, Powered by
Mercury, MotorGuide, & Lowrance Electronics. To Qualify for Drawing, Entries must be received

on or before April 30, 2017. “Legend Advantage Members Win Double Hourly Cash Awards™

z LOWRAMNCE' : T Fideventa s . o
MotorGuide Go A e @
= ¥ Piaes T Gpr Mosded O
El Loader Trailers l-:rmz-"a_*_ e le? e P —

MERCURY Rains County Tourism & ..-;= ;EM

-F iy Tirar s
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Texas Game Wardens Uncover Massive Illegal Seafood Network in Houston

A Houston restaurateur and two local restaurant
companiesstandaccusedofoperatinganillegal sea-
food network that funnelednearly 28,000 pounds of
unlawfully-caught finfish through their establish-
ments at a profit estimated at more than $400,000.

Based on evidence gathered during an ex-
tensive two-year investigation, Texas game
wardens believe the illegal network has
been ongoing since at least 2013 and could
be the largest of its kind in Texas history.

The illegal catches were made by a web of
about a dozen unlicensed commercial fishermen
and sold to the restaurants. Their catches con-
sisted primarily of highly-regulated red snapper,
along with other protected game fish species, in-
cluding tuna, amberjack, grouper and red drum.

Texas game wardens allege that Bruce Molzan,
59, of Houston, purchased and then sold the illegal
finfish off the menus at restaurant businesses he is
associated with, Ruggles Black, and formerly as-

BY FISEERNET FOR FISHERUEL

Motel, Lodge,
RV Park
Bass Lantern

Restaurant
“All Newly Remodeled!”

* Lakeside Pavilion

903 878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

Perfect for Tournaments
and Outdoor Events

* Beautiful Lake View

* Modern Store

* Full Tackle

* Bait

Paved Parkmg Lot & Drlve

* Gas at the pump & On
the water at the pier

* Dump Station

* Big Fish Aquarium

* Paved Parking

* Fish Cleaning
Station

* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites

*RV & Tent
Camping

* Satellite TV
* Wi-Fi
Now Available

Outside Pavilion Great For
Tournaments, Family Reunions,
Social Gatherings

Paved Parking Room Fronts

We Now Fill Propane Bottles
email: MinnowOne@aol.com

web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

sociated with, Ruggles Green. In addition, another
restaurant illegally sold shrimp to Molzan for use
in his restaurants in violation of commercial fish
wholesale regulations. Game wardens have issued
more than 200 Class C misdemeanor citations re-
lated to the investigation thus far on an array of
violations, including unlawful purchase of aquat-
ic products by a restaurant, sales and purchases
of protected finfish, operating without a wholesale
fish dealer’s license and related commercial fish-
ing-related issues. Additional cases are anticipated.

National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) special agents and the U.S. Coast Guard
provided assistance in the investigation. NOAA
also filed felony charges against two recreational
anglers in Freeport in connection with the case.

The scope of the investigation expanded sig-
nificantly last April after U.S. Coast Guard crews
stopped an unlicensed commercial fishing boat in
coastal waters near Freeport with 488 red snap-
per weighing approximately 1,900 pounds. Texas
game wardens and the National Marine Fisher-
ies Service seized the fish, which were illegally
caught in the Gulf of Mexico off Freeport and
Galveston, and investigators were able to link
the subjects with the illegal seafood operation.

“This 1s a big deal and exemplifies the critically
important work our Texas game wardens do to
protect the state’s natural resources,” said Col.
Craig Hunter, TPWD law enforcement director.
“Not only did these unscrupulous actors violate
recreational fishing regulations at an extreme lev-
el for personal profit, but they also circumvented
restrictions and rules governing the possession,
safe handling and sale of commercial aquatic
products intended for human consumption. That
1s not something we in law enforcement will tol-
erate and we are confident these individuals will
be prosecuted to the fullest extent the law allows.”

FISHERM@&"N’S

- BEON TIME® -
F- BAIT YOUR OWN HOOK *
%" TISH. WHERE THE FISH ARE
e ¢ KEEP THE ROD BENT
- 1'1 ,,f OONT TOUCH-THAT DRAG
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*_TLLL YOUR OWN LIES

: “'#EIHE‘TS WASH THE BOAT
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Automated Online Managed Lands Deer Program Rollout Coming Soon

Landowners participating in the highly-popular
Managed Lands Deer Program (MLDP) will be
able to complete the enrollment process and print
their tags online beginning this summer, thanks
to a new automated system being implemented
by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.

The new online process is just one aspect of a
much-needed overhaul of the MLDP, which began
in 1996 and has become so successful that it out-
paced the department’s manpower and resources.

Currently, more than 10,000 farms and ranch-
es covering about 26 million acres are enrolled
in the MLD program, which is designed to fos-
ter and support sound management and stew-
ardship of native wildlife and wildlife habitats
on private lands in Texas. Participation is rec-
ognized through incentive-based deer tag is-
suance that provides extended hunting season
lengths and liberalized harvest opportunities be-
yond what is allowed under the county regula-
tions. Participants also have access to varying
levels of technical assistance regarding wildlife
and habitat management from TPWD biologists.

TPWD has simplified the program down to two
options -- Harvest or Conservation -- from the
previous three levels of white-tailed deer MLD,
mule deer MLD, and the Landowner Assisted
Management Permit or LAMPS. Both options re-
tain issuance of deer tags that can be used dur-

ing an extended hunting season from about Oct.
1 through the end of February, but the Harvest
Option does come with early season buck harvest
restrictions (archery equipment only in October
for branched-antlered bucks). Antlerless and un-
branched antler bucks may still be harvested by
any legal means during the entire MLDP season.
Landowners seeking to enroll in either the
MLDP Harvest or Conservation Option must
use the new Land Management Assistance on-
line system when it becomes available to submit
an application for participation. The applica-
tion process will require the landowner to cre-

ate an account and to draw a property bound-
ary in the online system. An email address is
required for the landowner and any designated
agents the landowner may assign to the account.

Participants selecting the Harvest Option will
receive automated harvest recommendations,
tag issuance, and general correspondence about
wildlife and habitat management; no site specific
deer population data or customized harvest rec-
ommendations from a TPWD biologist required.
The Conservation Option is similar in scope to
the old Level 3 MLD, and comes with custom-

(See Automated Online......Continued on Page 22-A)

IFPA

INDEPENDENT FREE
PRESS ASSOCIATION
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Guide

John Morris

Email:

Comaliug Van do Stoeg 4;.,'
Perry, lowa wos b practicing
Erwryar umtil the a0 of 101,

web:

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional [

Phone: (903) 413-6919
bassmr@geusnet.com

www.jmguideservice.com

COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

HIDEAWAY HARBOR

ILAKE FORK [ o P
845 CR 1987 : i
YANTIS, TX. f e T
75497 e e T

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP

Make Your Reservations Today
Bait & Tackle Shop ¢ Live Bait ¢ Fishing Pier

Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps
Boat Storage * Camping
E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website

WWW.hideawa‘irharbor.com

1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203
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“ BLUEWATERLED

Authorized Installer & Distributor
LIFE TIME WARRANTY
Let me install your bow
: lights today!
Red & Green Bow Lights
Everyday $60
Installed

Special

8 ~20” BLUEWATERLED Lights
With On/Off Dimmer Switch $350

Parts & Labor Included All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint
Also Available for Boats, Trailers, Motorcycles, Motor

Homes, Fishing Docks, Patios* Most Credit Cards Accepted

Lake Fork Boat Accessories
LED Lighting & Installation Specialist
Electronics * Trolling Motors

Bill Macon 205-441-5399

lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com

HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497
903-383-7686

New Attitude
New Hours

New Owners
Brian & Melissa
Clayton

PROPANE BY THE GALLON

BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED
FISHING TACKLE ~ LIVE BAIT & FROZEN

BLACK SALTY’S
For Big Bass & Catfish Minnows for Crappie
Open Mon. Tues. Thurs. 7am ~ Spm
Fri. Sat. 6am ~ 6pm

Closed Sunday & Wednesday
IN THE SAME LOCATION OVER 30 YEARS
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

Congratulations to Mike and Rob Burns from Plano, TX., on t_lEr win
in the BassChamps North Team Tournament held on Lake Fork on
April 28th. They had 2 bass over the slot in their limit and weighed in
21.17-1bs. winning 1st Place for $20,000 and they had big bass of the
tournament weighing 9.11-1bs. winning an additional $1,000.
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903-765-2726
Al BB A US Hwy. 69N

TRACTOR, LI C. Alba, Texas
Pittsberr< 903-856-6548
TRACTOR, INC. 1893 US 271

Serving Northeast Texas Since 1925 Pittsburg, Texas
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Catfish Season Kicks Off at Neighborhood Fishin’ Lakes

It's officially cat-
fish stocking season
in Texas, and thanks
to the Texas Parks and
Wildlife  Department’s
Neighborhood  Fishin’
program families won’t
have to travel outside of
the city to catch them.

TPWD began stocking
thousands of catchable-
sized channel catfish in
18 Neighborhood Fishin®
lakes across the state
April 21. The lakes are lo-
cated in safe, clean parks
in the large urban centers
of Dallas-Fort Worth,
Austin, San Antonio,
Houston, Abilene, Ama-
rillo, Bryan-College Sta-
tion, San Angelo, Tyler,
Waco and Wichita Falls.
“Texas is growing at a
rapid rate - and most of
the people who live in
those urban areas don’t go
fishing,” said Dave Terre,
TPWD Inland Fisheries

Management and Re-
search Chief. “The pur-
pose of the Neighborhood
Fishin’ program is to get
more people involved in
the outdoors by creating
fun, convenient, close-to-
home opportunities where
people can catch fish any-
time they are ready to go.”

Each of the lakes will
receive continuous stock-
ings of channel catfish
every two weeks through
early November - with
a brief pause during the
heat of August - to en-
sure there is plenty of
time for families look-
ing to spend quality time
fishing together outdoors.

“These urban area parks
are the easiest places in
Texas for families to catch
a fish close to home,” said
Eddie McKenna, TPWD
Multicultural Marketing
Specialist. “85 percent of
us live near one of these

small lakes and ponds.
By making fishing ac-
cessible, we’re help-
ing create a whole new
generation of anglers.”
Allanglers cankeep up to
five fish per day without
a minimum length limit,
and at some locations
cleaning tables are avail-
able nearby to make it
easy for families to clean
their catch. Children un-
der 17 fish for free, but a
fishing license is required
for adults in the family.
The Neighborhood
Fishin’ program is spon-
sored by the Texas Bass
Classic Foundation, the
federal Sport Fish Res-
toration Program, and
many other local part-
ners throughout the state.
To find the Neighbor-
hood Fishin’ pond near
you or to sign up for
email updates, visit www.
neighborhoodfishing.org.
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Reliable Roofing & Construction !
. Benjamin Weems ~ Owner |
Free Estimates
No'Job Too Small

.0 Bo: PH: J03-046-6136

:| |_||:|
Winashoso, Teceas 75454 || Tell Free: 888-739-8700

« Metal
Rools
And

— — + Exterior

0 Construclion|

ki Jobs

No Job

Too
Small

‘taters

Sweet Potato Butter
Apple Butter
Ghost Salsa

7 DAYS A WEEK
9AM TO 5PM

melons!
AND MUCH, MUCH, MUCH MORE!

Fresh Purple Hulled Peas - shelled
Fresh Lady Cream Peas - shelled
Sweet Tree Ripened Peaches
Canned Goods - Variety

Pickled Okra and Beets

Bobby Pickett, Owner
903-765-4494 or
903-513-0250

_N_

FARM FRESH
PRODUCE

‘maters

Hwy 17

FM 2795

ALBA

Hwy 69

EMORY

A Secluded, Private Park Offering

Pr}gidgmg Quarterly to Annual Leases.
r 5 All Spots Shaded by Canopy of

Trees & Well Spaced
Call About Our First Time
Lease Specials

SECURE RV LIVING

™
03-226-3016
wwnal. ProvRV.com

817-703-9436

» Fenced and Electronic

e Full Timers Welcome

e Trees Gate
o Level Concrete Pads o Internet Available
« 30/50 Amp Hookups o Pet Friendly
 Underground Electricity ¢ Laundry
& Telephone e Bunk Room
» Water, Sewer and Lawn o Full Bathroom With
Care Provided Shower

A Safe Pleasant Place For All To Relax and Enjoy Lake Fork
Located on FM 288 Just Off Hwy. 154, 1/4 Mile From
Boat Ramp, Store, & Restaurant

1762 FM 288 « Quitman, TX 75783 www.ProvRV.com
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“Pack of Knowledge” Going Magnum in May

By Andrew Grills

When most anglers think of a shaky head, they pic-
ture a small finesse worm on a dainty jig head and
light line. However, there’s nothing finesse about
the magnum shaky head. It’s a job for 201b line, a
heavy action rod, and is perfect in heavy timber.

There are only a few companies that offer a
jig head that is appropriate for this applica-
tion. I have tried several, and as of right now

I’'m still waiting for the “perfect” one to come
along. Most importantly, the hook has to be big

903-638-1170

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

enough to accommodate a large straight-tail
worm. A super strong 5/0 or 6/0 hook is neces-
sary. [ use a 1/20z or 5/80z size all the time, and
I like a 10 inch straight-tail worm for this rig.
I typically fish the magnum shaky head in the
mid-depth range. If I find bass in 8-20’ of water,
this rig will likely be on my deck. It works great
in heavy timber, but it is also very effective in ar-
eas without much cover, such as a road bed. It’s
perfect for isolated rock or brush piles as well.
My favorite retrieve is simple, I drag the worm
as slow as possible. I never shake or hop it. I feel
like that big worm has plenty of movement as
it crawls across the lake bottom. If I am coming
over some type of wood cover, I make sure to al-
low the worm to fall all the way back to the bot-
tom. I want to make sure | present the rig in the
heart of the cover where a big bass is likely to be.
As for equipment, I’ve found the G. Loomis E6X
854 to be perfect for a magnum shaky head. It’s a
7’ heavy action rod and is very sensitive. It is im-
portant to feel the bottom cover and the light bites
that are often associated with shaky head fishing.
I prefer a high speed gear ratio on my reel
when I’m using the magnum shaky head. I be-
lieve it’s important to be able to quickly take
up slack in order to get a good hookset before a
bass drops the jig. I always use 201b fluorocar-

bon for this rig here on Lake Fork. The fluoro-
carbon will help a little bit with the sensitivity.
This is one of the few techniques that is truly effec-
tive year-round. It has been very good to me since
I began guiding and still produces big fish for my
customers. Hopefully it will work for you as well.

Robert King was fishing Lake Fork with guide
Andrew Grills when he caught this nice bass.

Vineyard EnterPrises, Inc. -

Announces The Grand Opening O
Consignment And Agriculture Center on Sat. May 13th
745 East Lennon (Hwy. 69) Emory, TX.,

. Approx. 300 Yards North Of Brookshires, e
Free Hot Dogs & Drinks, Drawing for 10, 3 Foot Tomato Plants In 3 Gallon Pots Each Hour,

$1 Per Name Entry Each Hour

Ray Vineyard ~ 903-285-4275 or Steve Wood ~ 903-513-0089
visit us online www.vineyardboats.com

The "Big Boy's Toy's

10 ~ 3ft. Tomato Plants
Given Away Each Hour
For $1 Name Entry

email: vineray@gmail.com

'"

Newly Constructed
Green House
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4th Annual Crappiefest on Lake ForK (continued from Page 9-4)

tilting the scale at 1.18
pounds. Aurora won
a family pack of tick-
ets to the Dallas Zoo.

Junior Angler
11 - 17 division:
The olderkids cashed in

as well. Nicholas Gon-
calves won first place
and tickets to Six Flags
with a weight of 2.02
pounds. Bow Gates
came in 2nd place and

netted 2 tickets to Me-
dieval Times with his
crappie weighing 1.83
pounds. Matt Hancock
took third place and a
family pack of tickets
to the Dallas Zoo with
his 1.77 pound crappie.
All of the Junior An-
glers took home tackle
goodie bags valued at
over $25.00 each and
a trophy. Our Junior

Anglers took home
awards and prizes val-
ued at over $1,300!
Crappie Anglers
Texas would like to
thank our 2017 Crap-
piefest Sponsors for

your support. We re-
ally appreciate YOU!
This year’s sponsors
were: Star Industries;
Lone Star Forklift; The
Minnow Bucket; City

All of the young winners in the 4th Annual Crappiefest held on Lake

Fork in the Junior Division 10 years old and younger and the 11 to 17

year old division.

If you would like
B il
FISERRIMAN'S
CUIDE, MEWS"

Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative's
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)

For Only $30,
Send check or
Money Order
Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

75497

Practice Safe
Boating

Indoor Gun Range

4387 FM 515

Emory, Texas 75440

903.475.5780

of

of Emory; Aflac Insur- Co.; Bass Printing; erbend Bank; Texas
ance; Allied Employer Frost Bank; Graphic Motor Cars; Waste-
Group; Autobahn; Au- Solutions; Graystone Quip; YRC Freight;

tonation; B/A Products Insurance Agency; Riv- and Printing by Buck.

OUTDOOR SOLUTIONS
LAWN CARE & LANDSCAPING

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
MOWING EDGING
TRIMMING INSURED

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

903-335-1979

www.theshootingstore.com

Firearms

Gun Smithing

Reloading Supplies

Ammunition L.TC Classes



bass are present. Rig this presentation with any
white swimbait in the 3 1/2 to 5 inch length. Make
a long cast and let it sink to the bottom. Start a
slow retrieve and hold on. You may have to weed
through several pesky sand bass but a giant could
latch on to the rig and totally make your day.

Ifyou are headed out to Lake Fork in May search-
ing for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be
a part of this trophy quest. I also have gift certifi-
cates available if you have friends or loved one’s
who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. You can

May Means Migration to Deeper Water (continued from Page 6-4)

“IThe risherman’s Cuide., News You Can Use*

contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at skee-
t21c@aol.com. You can follow me on Facebook
at https://www.facebook.com/davidoziolakefork-
guide. I post my daily trip results on this page.
I run a Skeeter FX21 with a Yamaha 250SHO
and it is gased up and ready to go. I would also
like to thank Okuma Fishing and Talon Custom
Lures for making my job the blast that it is. I hope
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13.
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.”

RAISE THEM ON THE
WATER WITHA FISHING POLE

4-.,! "

& Groceries

SANDWICHES
BAIT » TACKLE

Burgers « Chicken « Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches

Large Tackle Selection « Fishing & Hunting License
ATM Open 7 Days A Week « 5:30 AM to 9 PM

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

Frank Lies with

David Ozio Ozio

Zack Turner with
David Ozio

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

David Ozio

Practice
C.PR.

Catch * Photo

Release

A.J.’s Fish House

903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17
“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

&y

ALL YDU CAN EAT BUFFET
southern Iried Catfish
“°With All The Fixin’s*
> Fried Shrimp ¢ Boiled Shrimp
Chicken Tenders - Hush Duppies & Fries
Dessert Included « Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome ¢ Senior Citizen Discounts

Private Banquet Room ¢ Seating For 400 ~ No Wait ¢
Plenty of Parking « CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW Check out Our Website:
AVAILABLE!”

www.ajsfishhouse.com

For Banquet or Catering
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Texas Deer
Covers Range

The Texas Deer Study
Group will convene
May 11-12 at the Kuyk-
endall Events Center,
2200 RR 152 in Llano.
This year’s event will
focus on “Land Stew-
ardship: The Basis for
Good Deer Manage-
ment.” Everyone with
an interest in deer and
deer management is
encouraged to attend.

The program starts
at 8 a.m. the first day
with a wide array of
topics, including Land
Stewardship and Deer
management,  Brush
Management for Deer,
Prescribed Burning and
Habitat Management,
Deer Nutrition, Deer
Energetics, and What
a Deer Eats and Why.
After that, the first
day will also cover a
History of Deer Man-
agement in the Hill
Country, Harvest Strat-
egies,  Effectiveness
of Survey Techniques,
How Deer Populations

Impact Other Wild-
life Species, Native
Genetics and Qual-
ity, plus news about
Changes to Texas Parks
and Wildlife Depart-
ment Managed Lands
Deer Program, Chronic
Wasting Disease, and it
will end with a Speak-
er Panel Discussion.

Taxba 16 hnowwin dor its o,
el Bty Lk B A2 & bivud,
ing wind enérgy preducor
with wind projects qener

ating over 1,200 megewstia.

Study

On day two, the group
will meet at a local
ranch for a half-day
of presentations cov-
ering getting to know
your deer, habitat man-
agement  techniques
and native vegetation.
Sponsorship will be
available for busi-
nesses and individuals

Group Workshop
of Topics May 11-12 in Llano

to support the event.
Early registration 1is
$45 until May 4 and
$60 after that date.
Anyone can register
online or get more in-
formation via the Texas
Wildlife  Association
website, or contact
Clint Faas at cfaas@
texas-wildlife.org.

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994 www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Garden Find
There are 14 items related to gardening hidden
throughout the scrambled puzzle below. See how
many you can find and circle.
SOIL STEM FERTILIZER
ROSES LEAVES LAVENDER
PEAT MOSS PRUNING HOSTAS
LAWN LANDSCAPING EDGING
THORN MULCH
FMULCHSROSES
EELEAVESAUNE
RSTEMNNLLAWN
TLANDSCAPING
IOMFFCDVTPTH
LDOESETENRDDO
I HADDEHNSTURS
ZSRGBFODDNBT
ECOIERRECITA
RALNMLNRTNES
EOMGSOILRGAV
ASTPEATMOS S B

MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina,
R.V. Park and
Professional

Guide Service

Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang
Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas

Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat
Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI
* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning
* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548 Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Since
1986

(i

CAPS*SHIRTS*ETC
972-288-6954%1-800-373-9896

Production Screen Printing & Embroidery
For Tournaments, Bass Clubs,

Guide Service, Special Functions,
Family Reunions, & More
TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers,
Sublimation Fishing Shirts
sales@clownco.com
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Diamond Sports Marine
43910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake For
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge
903-383-7829

FiISMHIMNMG B0 08TS

Now The Newest Skeeter Dealer In Texas!

Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!
Yamaha Technician In House

Www.diamondsportsmarine.com

SYMANA L=
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AlltOmated Online (Continued from Page 15-A)

ized technical guidance
and harvest recommen-
dations from TPWD,
requiring at least three
approved habitat man-
agement practices be
implemented each year.

TPWD currently is-
sues about 330,000 deer
tags each year through
the MLDP. “Phenome-
nal growth in the MLD
program over the last
20 years has presented
significant challenges
for staff to meet the
increasing number of
requests from landown-
ers for technical assis-
tance and simply ad-
minister the program,”
explained Alan Cain,
TPWD white-tailed
deer program leader.

Effective this year,
participants  will  be
able to print their own
MLDP tags, which
will eliminate issues
with tags lost in the
mail, not arriving on

time, or bad address,
and provide greater
convenience and flex-
ibility to participants.

The system retooling

the MLDP is available
online at http://tpwd.
texas.gov/business/
permits/land/wildlife
management/mldp/.

won’t sacrifice the core
mission of the program,
Cain reassured, rather
will enable limited
wildlife biologist staff
to focus private lands
technical guidance ef-
forts on site-specific
wildlife population and
habitat  management
recommendations.

“Our primary goal is
to continue developing
long-term relationships
with private landown-
ers, engage and educate
them about the impor-
tance of management
in promoting healthy
habitats and wildlife
populations, and ul-
timately put more re-
source conservation on
the ground,” said Cain.

Details and addition-
al information about

Fish Friendly

Practice C.PR.

If you would like
g

Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative's
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)

For Only $30,
Send check or
Money Order
Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

75497

n Lake Fork

es 10 e

9GM6994

cmail: fishnews(@lakefork.net
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See Us mﬁ?‘s acehook
(Carts To Go in Texas)

Used - Refurbished - Custo

Golf Carts
214-673-1313

Friday & Saturday

10:00-1 2:!][:::::1-& 2:00-5:00
R
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

ANYTIME

Lake Fork

One mile south of
Hwny 154 bridge
(meross from Trophy i)
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Government
Wheelchair

Anew wheelchair accessi-
ble nature trail was unveiled
at Govemment Canyon
State Natural Area at a 1ib-
bon cutting ceremony at 9
am., Saturday, April 22. The
125-mile Discovery Trail
will connect with the ADA
accessible nature playscape
that was opened in March.

“The interpretive Discovery
Trail was constructed with
accessibility and durability
in mind,” says Chris Holm,
superintendent at Govem-
ment Canyon State Natural
Area. “With minimal eleva-
tion change and a stabilized
decomposed granite surface,
the new nature trail will bet-
ter meet the needs of our
diverse visitor base. Cur-
rently when it rains, existing
trails can become muddy
and has made us close our
40-mile trail system. This

Canyon

SNA
Accessible

all-weather interpretive trail
will provide our visitors with
a new option for outdoor
recreation when the rest of
the trail system is closed.”
The interpretive nature
trail project was funded by
the Friends of Government
Canyon through grants and
donations. The initial fund-
ing for the Discovery Trail
was provided by a gener-
ous grant from ImpactSA
and the friends group was
able to raise additional funds
through private donations
and a second grant from the
local REI-San Antonio store.
The new trail was built over
a period of one and a half
years with labor from the
all-volunteer ~ Govemment
Canyon SNA Tiail Patrol
and from the Texas Trails
Team - a Texas State Parks
and American Youthworks

Nature

New
Trail

Opens

partnership that provides trail
construction efforts through-
out the entire state of Texas.

““An all-weather, accessible
hiking trail was envisioned
for Govemment Canyon
SNA before it ever opened
to the public back in 2005
but due to limited funding, it
was never built,” says Holm.
“Weare excited that this great
partnership with our fiiends
group, ImpactSA and REI
has led to another wonderful
addition to the natural area.”

Govemment Canyon
SNA is open weekly Friday
- Monday, with additional
open days during holidays.

For more information
about the natural area, visit
the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department website.

ARMADILLO
RoD & REEL REPAIR
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REASONABLE RATES
QUALITY SERVICE

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY
DRrRoOP OFF & PICK UP
REPAIR WORK AT

LAKE FORK

MARINA

COME IN & CHECK OUR Low PRICES!
I WILL BE TAKING SOLDIERS
FISHING! ANY QUESTIONS CALL ME!

903-850-7131

)

E‘}
@.

3
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Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Lake Fork Waterfront Property

Starting At $19.900

ATTENTION: R.V. PADSITE RENTERS
Don’t rent -- OWN!

For the cost of renting/leasing you can gwit your own
deeded (general warranty deed) lake property with

the following amenities:

* FINANCING AVAILABLE

* Security gated

* Clubhouse with restaurant

* Central water & sewer systems

* Swimming pool

* Condos for your family & guests

* Playground for the children

{ * Playroom with ool table and foozeball
* Miniature golf

* Boat ramps on Lake Fork

* Fishing piers on Lake Fork

* Stocked interior fishing ponds

*RV Campground with full hook-ups
* His and Her showers

* Laundromat
YOU CAN HAVE IT ALL FOR LESS OR ONLY PENNIES MORE
THAN THE ANNUAL COST OF YOUR RENTED PAD.
Holiday Villages of Lake Fork  Call: 903-878-7203

MUST SELL!! LAKE FORK!! Owner Financed, Call 903-878-7263
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3rd Annual
THE WIJRI.DS RICHEST

S50/ 000/
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- TECHRON 5

COMPLETE | .
FUEL SYSTEM »

ST ]PM\@E GU

11th

1st....

10th

12th
13th

Payout with 200 Teams

$3,000
$2,500
$2,000
$1,600
$1,300
$1,150
$1,090
$1,080
$1,070

14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd....
23rd
24th

...$50,000 (plus $10,000 Skeeter Bonus)
$10,000

$1,060
$1,050
$1,040
$1,030
$1.020
$1,010
$1,000
$1,000
$1 000

- $500 per team

Official Practice
Saturday, June 24th

Only teams that are registered before
8PM on Friday June 23rd are permitted to
be on the lake for June 24th practice day.

On-site registration information:
Friday, June 23rd: 5-8 PM at Pavilion
Late Registration:

Saturday June 24th - 5-6 PM at Pavilion
Sunday June 25th @ 5 AM

$50,000 cash guaranteed for
1st place regardless of entries

| Tournament is open to all anglers and all boat
brands. Lake is off-limits 6/19-6/23

Will be televised on

SBUTHWEST

= ﬁ?br mbre mformatlon contact Bass Champs, Inc.
www.basschamps.com or 817-439-3 74

basschamps.com




