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The 22nd Annual Ea—
gle Fest will be held on
January 28th and 29th
in Emory. This year,
the Lake Fork Cham-
ber of Commerce and
the Tawakoni Regional
Chamber of Commerce
are joining forces with
the Rains Chamber of
Commerceto truly make
this a regional event.
Saturday the 28th will
feature bus and boat
tours on Lake Fork and
Sunday the 29th will
feature bus and boat
tours on Lake Tawakoni.
We are asking all
LFCC members to get
involved with Eagle
Fest as it brings a great
source of revenue to our
area during one of the
slowesttimes ofthe year.
Unlike anglers, the
birding enthusiasts
who travel to this event
are “tourists” in every
sense of the word! They
are looking for unique

places to shop, eat and
stay while they spend a
weekend in East Texas.
Please go to facebook
and Like the Eagle
Fest page to receive
updates of activities:
https://www.facebook.
com/RainsEagleFest/

There are several
ways to get involved
1)  Volunteer; Help
out on a committee,
help set-up,  tear
down, work the door
- there will be a need
for lots of hands.
2) Become A Sponsor;
sponsorships start at

only $25 and include

tickets to the event'
3) Be A Vendor; At-
tendees love  shop-
ping the sales booths
at Eagle Fest. Show
your products or di-
rect them back to your
business for more sales.
4) Advertise: Eagle Fest
has a full colormagazine
with maps, information
about the area, places
to shop, eat and stay!
For more informa-
tion call the Lake Fork
Chamber of Commerce
at 800-846-1859 ext 803
to speak with someone
directly about the event.
Hope to see you there!

Fisherman’s Guide News Photo by Don Hampton
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Not the biggest bass on Lake Fork but when it is the first of the morn-
ing it is huge! Peggy McWhorter caught the first bass of the morning on
11/26/16 while fishing with her husband Mike.

%] “In Loving Memory”
Deborah Jordan, own-
er of Jordan’s Coffee
Creek Marina on Lake
Fork passed away on
November 24th. She was
preceded by her hus-
band Albert who passed
away in 2012. She had
been running the ma-
rina until her cancer
returned in 2015. It is a
tragic loss to Lake Fork
and her family. I’m sure
she is reunited with her
husband in heaven. Our
sincere condolences.



Page 72-A

°The risherman’s Cuide. News You Can Use**

December

Bubba’s suggestions on “Don’ts and Do’s” when shopping for your Bubbette

By Don Hampton

When buying for
your Bubbette this
Christmas, take some
advice from Bubba on
gift selection. Bubba
1s not the smartest
man in the world but
he is a quick learner.

Bubba’s suggestions
of what not to buy:
1.) Don’t buy her
anything that can be
construed or used as
a weapon for inflict-
ing pain if she doesn’t
like it.
2.) Don’t buy her any-
thing you could use
if she doesn’t like it,
(see #1).
3.) Garden tools,
lawnmower, or a
chainsaw is definitely
a no-no, (see #1).
4.) No new tires or
parts for the automo-
bile, (see #1).
5.) A new trolling mo-
tor will get you hurt,

(see #1).

6.) A cover for the
boat, (see #1).

7.) Don’t buy her any
household or kitchen
appliances — ever! (#1
could apply).

8.) Tickets to boat
shows, fishing semi-
nars or the Bassmas-

ters Classic, (paper-
cuts really hurt, see
#1).

9.) A gift certificate
from a tackle store,
(see #8 & #1).

10.) A replica of the
biggest fish you’ve
caught this year, (see
#1).

With all ten of these
don’ts, Bubba has as-
sured me they have
been tried and true...
but, for the ten don’ts
Bubba suggests he
has come up with ten
do’s. These are called
the “Bubba Do’s
learned by paying his
dues!”

Bubba has it down
to a fine art now and
suggests you try these
do’s:

1.) Go with the heart.
2.) Consider her need
for relaxation. This
will make it easier for
you to relax.

3.) Buy jewelry...it
always works.

4.) If you buy her
clothes, know her
size, if not, buy a
smaller vs. a larger
size, (see #1, don’ts
list).

5.) Listen for clues,
hints, and sugges-
tions. There will be
plenty.

6.) Ask her friends,
mother, or sister what
she wants.

7.) Think of her un-
spoken wants and be
daring and romantic.
8.) Don’t be afraid to
buy from a store she
frequents. WalMarts
are everywhere!

“Bassin’ With Bubba

9.) Buy what she
wants, but that she
wouldn’t buy for her-
self.
10.) Make sure she
knows where the gift
1s from, so she dis-
creetly can return it.
For the last few
Christmases, Bubba
has practiced these
do’s and don’ts. I do
believe they are work-
ing because I haven’t
seen any bumps or
lumps on his head af-
ter Christmas. Those
all appear after New
Year’s Eve, but that
is an entirely different

story.
Try some “Bubba
Knowledge” shop-

ping this year for your
Bubbette. It could
save you a lump sum!
Bubbette’s sugges-
tion for shopping for
Bubba is simple...
“Get some new stuff...
Bubba likes stuff!”
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538 Private Road 5861 ¢ Yantis, Tx. 75497
Lake Fork call Don: (903) 383-7748 or
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*  e-mail: fishnews@lakefork.net

Lake Fork
“The Big Bass
Capital of Texas”

Individual * Group

Corporate
Instructional
& Beginner Trips
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www.bassinwithbubba.com

NOW BOOKING!!!
The spawn on Lakes
Monticello and Welsh
LAKE FORK
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email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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Lake Fork guide John Morris caught this hawg Al Morrell from Wagoner, OK., caught this

weighing 9.2-pounds while fishing on Lake nice Lake Fork bass weighing 9.13-lbs. mea-
suring 25.5”in length. CPR (Courtesy Photo)

Eric Ceglinski from Woodlawn, Illinois caught

this nice bass weighing 9.54-pounds fishing
Lake Fork with a Texas rigged worm. CPR Fork. CPR (Courtesy Photo J&M Guide Ser-

(Courtesy Photo Minnow Bucket Marina) vices)

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year To All of Our Readers, Writers and Great Friends

(903) 383- 7885
Lake Fork

Great Lodgmg Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Flshlng Lake
15 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees « Covered Boat Parking ¢ Clean Cabins ¢ Full Baths
* Guide Services Available

Direct TV « Small Refrigerator « Microwave ¢ Coffee Pot *« Two Double Beds

“Check Out Holiday Specials!” $50/Night Cabins
$110/Night Bunkhouse Y IRERTREWLT T

Located on 515 Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17
sbgaeYebsite: www.scenicS15cabins.com ¢ Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net
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Recognitions Showcase Outstanding Achievement for TPWD

Several Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment employees and the TPW Commis-
sion were recognized by Executive Direc-
tor Carter Smith for their outstanding work in
various fields at a recent meeting in Austin.
Ducks Unlimited Presents the Order
of Conservation to TPW Commission

The TPW Commission was selected by Ducks
Unlimited (DU) Canada for long time commit-
ment to waterfowl and wetlands conservation both
in Texas and on the Canadian breeding grounds.

The DU Canada Order of Conservation is pre-
sented to individuals, committees, organizations,
corporations and government agencies who are
truly inspiring in the field of wetlands conservation.
Contributionssupportingcontinental waterfowlcon-
servation are made possible by hunters through the
department’s migratory game bird stamp program.

Eighteen  Participants  Graduate from
the Game Warden Citizen’s Academy
The second Texas Game Warden Citi-

zen’s Academy class was recognized at the
graduation of the participants during a re-
cent meeting of the TPW Commission.

The academy was instructed by Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department game wardens across
the state and provided an inside view of the di-

verse activities faced by wardens every day.

The curriculum included an overview of pro-
gram functions including, game warden train-
ing, law, land and marine patrol techniques, out-
reach, accident investigations and reconstruction,
criminal investigations, search and rescue, K9
operations, officer safety, technology and recruit-
ing. The program consisted of four sessions, in-
cluding classroom instruction and bimonthly
field trips. Attendees had the opportunity to in-
teract with and develop an in-depth knowledge
of the complex duties of Texas game wardens.
Kleberg County Game Warden John Mc-
Fall Named Game Warden of the Year Award

Kleberg County Game Warden John McFall
was awarded the Texas Game Warden Associa-
tion’s (TGWA) first Game Warden of the Year
award. Warden McFall has been stationed in Kle-
berg County for the duration of his 28-year career.

During his tenure, he has been a part of sev-
eral impactful projects such as being the dis-
trict representative of the TGWA for many years,
the senior warden in his district and being de-
ployed to aid in response to many natural disas-
ters, the most notable being Hurricane Katrina.

McFall also took on an active role in coordi-
nating the construction of two floating cabins

in the Lower Laguna Madre and Baffin Bay.
These cabins are a tremendous asset for the
wardens in the district to use as a base of op-
erations for fisheries and water safety patrols.
Palo Duro Superintendent Recognized for Out-
standing Women in Texas Government Award
Palo Duro Canyon State Park superintendent
Shannon Blalock is the recipient of the Outstanding
Management award by the State Agency Council
to the Governor’s Commission for Women. Every
other year the Commission’s State Agency Council
recognizes the best and brightest from among the
81,000 women in state government. Blalock was
one of only four individuals honored by the Council.
Candidates were nominated by their respec-
tive agency heads in four categories -- outstand-
ing community involvement, outstanding leader-
ship, outstanding management and outstanding
professional development. A committee re-
viewed the nominations and selected four women
whose contributions exemplified each category.
During her Texas State Parks career, Blalock has
been influential in her management and leader-
ship of several state parks, including becoming the
first female to lead Palo Duro Canyon State Park,
and was key to the creation of the Citizens Park

(Continued on Next Page)

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17
South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"
2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479

..~ ~ WOOD COUNTY

NATIONAL

3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Visit Us Online

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,
New AC/Heating Units

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event

Motel * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat
Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.

www.gofishfork.com

WASEIRTT
MR CRUDISTRLAS

HETr TEAR

Wood County National Bank Wood County National Bank

417 South Main

Quitman, Texas
903-763-4545

Wood County National Bank

www.wenbquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank

1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082
Member

FDIC

of Gilmer"
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Ranger Academy (CPRA) when she was lead-
ing the operation at Dinosaur Valley State Park.

Hardin County Game Warden Mi-
chael Boone Named Shikar-Safari In-
ternational Wildlife Officer of the Year

The Shikar-Safari Club International has recog-
nized Hardin County game warden Michael Boone
as the Wildlife Officer of the Year. Boone is a 24-
year veteran currently stationed in southeast Texas.
Everyyear, the Shikar-Safari Club International rec-
ognizes game wardens from North America as Wild-
life Officers ofthe Year. This marks the 37th year this
award has been presented to a Texas game warden.
During his career, Boone has conducted 32 pro-
grams and participated in five different Operation
Outdoor events that introduced over 176 novice
hunters and fishermen to the outdoors. He also
exemplified his leadership skills by working the
Orange County emergency operations center dur-
ing the spring floods that shut down I-10 in Orange
County and was involved with a notable case in-
volving an individual who killed two Whooping
Cranes in Jefferson County, just to name a few.
Warmwater FisheriesAward Presented to TPWD
by the International Federation of Fly Fishers

TPWD has an active partnership with the Interna-
tional Federation of Fly Fishers (IFFF) centered on
conserving aquatic and fishery resources and pro-
moting the sport of fly fishing. In recognition of this
collaboration, the International Federation of Fly

Fishers presented TPWD’s Inland Fisheries Division
and the Aquatic Education program with the 2016
Dr. James A. Henshall Warmwater Fisheries Award.
TPWD has worked with the International Federa-
tion of Fly Fishers to build the River Access and
Conservation Areas program. This program leases
private lands for public access to bank, wade and
kayak fishing. Over the past three years, the pro-
gram has improved angler access to more than
150 miles of Texas rivers, including portions of
the Brazos, Colorado, Devils, Guadalupe, Llano,
Neches, Nueces, Sabine and South Llano rivers.
This award spotlights TPWD’s efforts to pro-
tect, restore and enhance Texas’ warmwater
fisheries, including an effective aquatic educa-
tion and fly fishing education programs; support
of fly fishing outreach events such as the Texas
Fly Fishing Expo and Fly Fish Texas; working
to expand and enhance access to fly fishing op-
portunities on Texas rivers; investments in fish
habitat restoration and protection; and efforts to
restore Guadalupe Bass and other native fishes.
Inland Fisheries Division Recognized with Sport
Fish Restoration Outstanding Project Award
TPWD’s Inland Fisheries Division is the recipi-
ent of the 2016 Sport Fish Restoration Outstanding
Project Award presented by the Fisheries Adminis-
tration Section of the American Fisheries Society.
The award, presented by Joe Larschied the
fisheries bureau chief with the lowa Depart-

ment of National Resources, highlights and rec-
ognizes the importance and effectiveness of the
Sport Fish Restoration program and excellence
in fisheries management, research and education.

Since 2010, TPWD and its partners have de-
livered a lengthy list of conservation actions to
ensure that current and future generations are
able to continue to enjoy the unique ecologi-
cal, aesthetic, recreational, and economic val-
ues offered by healthy Hill Country rivers.

A few of these projects include:
--Restoration of 9,327 acres
of fish and wildlife habitats
--Survey and conduct large-scale  con-

trol of invasive riparian plants along more
than 200 miles of Hill Country rivers
--Reintroduce Guadalupe bass to the Blanco River
and the Mission Reach of the San Antonio River

The Sport Fish Restoration Program is supported
by anglers and boaters through federal excise taxes
that anglers pay when acquiring fishing equipment,
buying motor boat fuel, and buying boats and is
a critically important funding program that sup-
ports fisheries, anglers and angler education. The
funds are collected by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and given back in grants to agencies like
TPWD to invest in our lakes, rivers and reser-
voirs to improve the fisheries and fisheries habitat.

RV LOTS FOR LEASE

Beautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete
Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic
Pleasure

Caney Point RV Resort

Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Call About Our Special Priced Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS
Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that

crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round

Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 54’ Level Concrete Pads, |/ g

Full Hook-ups, 50 Amp Electricity,

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights. " o
Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers :

Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife
(Sorry No Hunting)

RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

Owned By Christian American
Owner on Property
Call For A Tour Today!!
WE ARE THE BEST!!!

Concrete Boat Ramp
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December on Lake Fork

By David Ozio

“We are headed into December and wouldn’t ya
know it, the warm fall weather has put the lake
way behind schedule. Main lake water temps
are still in the mid 60’s and the fish seem to be
in the “I don’t know what to do” mode. None-
theless, this Christmas month will play out like
most Novembers and the bass will start show-
ing up on the usual deep spots a little later
than normal. Who knows, we may end up with
some severe cold fronts over the next couple
of weeks and it’s everything back to normal.

The lack of rain to date has the lake dropping to
almost three feet low. This has helped the bite to
date shallow but the warm water temps aren’t al-
lowing the big bass to gang up deep. This changed
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Greeting or sympathy 41. Food additive, abbr.
5. Velocity 42. School groups
10. A wife (law) 44. A sharp narrow ridge
14. Smell 45. More becoming

15. Flour moths genus

16. Hebrew calendar month

17. Retail rivals

20. A city built on the central
plateau

21. Inspect

22. Raincoat

23. Flexible armor

25. Rouse

29. One-sided contest

48. Conditions of balance

49. Private school in New York

50. The act of singing

51. Mei-ling __, wife of Chiang
Kai-shek

54. Peace talk participants

59. Famous acting duo

62. Sustained dull painful emotion

63. Jan __, Dutch painter

64. Exchange premium

65. Data transmission speed measure

66. Caravanserais

67. A cozy or secluded retreat

33. Spirit in “The Tempest”
34, Sacred chest

35. Opening

36. Stoves

38. Reduced in size

CLUES DOWN
1. Search thoroughly
2. Hebrew calendar month
3. Cape near Lisbon
4. Dehydrates
5. A variable quantity

32. The god of the underworld

37. Work natural fibers into a
thread

39. Ancient Persia ruler

40. A major division of geologi-

6. State of sudden fright cal time
7. Icelandic poems 43. Black or green
8. Work unit 46. In a way, chopped
9. Thai 47. Dazed
10. Leg bone 48. Enchantresses
11. In a way, looked 50. Ghastly pale from physical or
12. African nation emotional distress
13. Formerly (archaic) 51. Knife
18. Trope 52. Predatory whale
19. A way to wound 53. Hawaiian Island
23. Bogs down 54. The content of cognition
24. Requests 55. Abba __, Israeli politician
25. Yeasts 56. Toboggan
26. Wipe out 57. Bearded or dwarf
27. A way to burn 58. Unpleasant person
28. Two-year-old sheep 60. Request
29. Of checkbone 61. Last in an indefinitely large
30. Timbers series

31. Greek island in the Mediterranean

Answers on Page 21-A

our focus to mid depth water patterns and this will
continue into December while we are searching
for the next ShareLunker. Provided the water
cools heading into Santa month, good electronics
will play a key roll in the search of these groups of
monster green fish and the best place to start your
search will be at the mouth of the major creeks,
Birch, Penson, Mustang, Williams, Wolfe and
Dale. Focus on the shad and scan for hooks that
are surrounding the clouds of bait. All these bass
will be suspended so target these fish with a flut-
ter spoon if the wind is an issue or a weightless
fluke if the water is calm. Count the bait down to
the level where you marked them at the rate of a
second per foot. At that point, twitch the fluke or
rip the spoon. Stay in touch with the shad and see
what happens. The M-Pack Lures flutter spoon
will do the trick if you are in the mouth of a creek
that is inundated with timber. Let it flutter to the
bottom and experiment with different retrieves to
isolate what the fish favor. A standard spoon in
the same silver or gold works better if you are in
open water with no obstructions. Pay close atten-
tion to your graph and direct your efforts in areas
where there are schools of sand bass or bar fish.
All year, the big black bass have been mixed in
with the schools feeding on the unwitting small

bar fish. C-rigs and drop shots have worked
well also using redbug and junebug Talon Caro-
lina Worms. Locate the baitfish and go to work.

The shallow bite will still be relevant if the water
temps stay above 60 degrees. Rattletraps, square-
bills, chatterbaits and spinnerbaits will all answer
the call to duty. Look for vegetation in the skinny
water and pay attention to any baitfish activity.
There will also be other patterns that will work
during this time of the year, one being the jig and
craw trailer fished on the creek bends where wood
is present. Black and blue is my fav, especially on
cloudy days. If the water is fairly clear, switch to
watermelon red front to back. Work it slow, espe-
(See December Bass....

304 RICHARDS ST
QUITMAN, TX

903-760-BEER

H Monday thru

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

Continued on Page 20-A)

Fish Friendly
Practice C.P.R.

If you would like
B il
FISERRMAN'S
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Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative's
home for 1 year

Hours
10 AM till
9PM

Saturday
Closed
Sundays
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TPWD Urging Private

Participate

Understanding Tex-
as private landowner
needs,  preferences
and concerns in op-
erating and managing
their land and natural
resources is the pur-
pose of a brief online
questionnaire devel-
oped by the Texas
Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD)
Private Lands Adviso-
ry Committee in part-
nership with Texas
A&M University In-
stitute of Renewable
Natural  Resources.

The electronic sur-
vey is available now
through Dec. 20, takes
about 10-15 minutes
to complete and is

in Brief

accessible at https://
www.surveymonkey.
com/r/BNPNBXR.

“Texas has over 142
million privately-
owned acres and thou-
sands of landowners,
each having their own
objectives in man-
aging their property
- their private rural
working land,” said
Dr. Bill Eikenhorst,
chairman of TPWD’s
Private Lands Adviso-
ry Committee. “With
the help of private
landowners who par-
ticipate in this survey,
we are hoping to find
better ways to serve
and meet their land
management needs.”

Landowners to

Questionnaire

Participation in the
questionnaire and in-

dividual  responses
will remain confi-
dential -- responses

will not be associ-
ated with landowners
or their property and
will only be present-
ed in aggregate form.

The German pArince,
Alberl, atles his miriage 1o
Queen Vielo, broeghl he
custom of degcoraiing a
Christmas tree 1o England
and German mmlgrants
hrdaglil it 1o AradEca,

| Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba » WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420
=~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca

* Amber * Lanice * Samantha

A Salon For The

Whole Family!

INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLAR
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.

903-383-7121
Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00

Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

stocking
pealer FO*

Rods & Reels

©O>ES Closed till
Feb. 2017
Thanks To All Of Our
Customers & Friends, We
Look Forward To Seeing
You In The Spring!

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!! However, if you have invested thousands
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!! For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics. I look forward to hearing
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244,
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques
* Jigs ¢ Spoons * Carolina Rigs « Wacky Worms ¢ Light Tackle Drop Shotting
* Lure Selection * Lure Presentation * Reading Structure (Electronics)
* Aquatic Vegetation » Night Fishing ¢ Fly Fishing
CLINIC ON BEAUTIFUL LAKE FORK
Roy Greer (903) 765-2075

W, e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com
website: www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

December Inventory Super

o Sale!!! So.
quo|° All Items Listed!! O];-
*Rods & Reels
* Tackle
25% Off % Lures 25%, Off

* Clothing & Caps

L

\::;j;l/f, R Vs Ry
Merry Christmas To All

Don’t Forget! We Have Gift Certificates Now
Good At Bro’s or Fishermans One Stop
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Paul Bacon
Licensed

Master Physical
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— AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT
TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain * Pre/Post Op Rehab

* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

* Joint Pain Or Injury
* (GGeriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches
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Lennon
Emory, Texas

“The

December
By Terri Moon

Hard to believe this
year has come to an
end in the “blink of an
eye”’!! It’s been a year
of “ups and downs”
and “highs and lows”!

This year started with
unprecedented HIGH
water levels combined
with high winds that
did a lot of dock dam-
age around the lake
and also it broke off
many of our “marker”
trees. This made navi-
gating the lake quite a
different experience!
It made me appreci-
ate my Lowrance HDS
units more than ever
— because believe me,
when these lake levels
change that drastically,
it’s like learning a new
lake when you’re out of
the boat lanes. It made
my GPS trails and way-
points “PRICELESS”!!
Also the high water
levels made it neces-
sary to release water
quickly and anyone
who fishes Lake Fork
a lot knows that these
fish do NOT like cur-
rent. So needless to say,
the fishing started off a
little tough this year.

Then the spring fronts
came along — about
every 3 to 5 days. The
water temperatures

Moon

Crappie

Report”

On Fork

bounced up and down
so much the spawn
dragged on thru June
this year! But, May and
June fishing was once
again AWESOME! We
had pretty good fishing
mid July thru Septem-
ber — (if you caught a
day when they weren’t
pulling water out).
Then October thru No-
vember, we had some
great days — overall, our
numbers were down a
little but the quality of
the crappie was “off the
chart”! With the latest
cold fronts that came
through, it sent the wa-
ter temperature falling
and put crappie on the
move. We were catch-
ing some 3-12 ft. but
the last front sent many
to deeper water. It’s
time to chase the bait-

fish and hit the main
lake points near creek
channels, deep water
humps and drop-offs
and don’t forget the
bridges. The colder the
water temperature gets,
the deeper they will go.
Just keep your eye on
that graph and adjust
your casts accordingly.

The colors work-
ing for us have been
Lake Fork Tackle’s
chartreuse w/pink and
pearl on bright days —
then  blue/chartreuse
and threadfin shad on
cloudier days. In the
baby shad, also Cajun
Cricket has produced.
The big bream that have
moved in the brush
piles are liking these
baits too — (especially

(See December Crappie.....
Continued on Page 21-A)
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Waterfowl Hunting Season Got Underway

Waterfowlers looked to the north for help
as duck and goose hunting seasons kicked
off recently under less than ideal conditions.
A lack of cold weather has delayed the win-
ter migration once again this year, accord-
ing to field observations by Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department (TPWD) biologists.
“Weather patterns, especially significant cold
fronts, can have great impact on migration tim-
ing,” said Kevin Kraai, TPWD waterfowl pro-
gram coordinator. “Unfortunately, this is the
one factor we can’t predict, but we keep our
fingers crossed for lots of frozen water north of
the Red River throughout most of the winter.”

The general duck hunting season got un-
der way recently in the Texas Panhan-
dle (High Plains Mallard Management
Unit), and in the South and North Zones.
Goose hunting kicked off also statewide.

The good news again this year is that much of
the remaining waterfowl habitat across the state

appears to be in prime condition thanks to an
abundance of rainfall over the last two years.

“As waterfowl hunters and biologists, we
are always looking to the sky to send us wa-
ter for birds to forage in and for us to hunt,”
Kraai noted. “Rarely do we ever say that there
1s too much water, but we came close last
year and wet conditions seemed to have per-
sisted into the summer months in many parts
of Texas. “Overall duck and goose popula-
tions are at or near records and we expect an
excellent migration assuming we get timely
cold fronts throughout the fall and winter.”

One significant example of how an excess of
water is benefitting the birds and the hunting
prospects this year, restrictions for irrigation
water along the coastal prairies were lifted, re-
sulting in an additional 40,000 to 50,000 acres
of rice production on the Texas coastal prairies.
“This will greatly increase carrying capacity of
our Gulf Coast region and the birds are expected

to respond favorably,” predicted Kraai. “We have
already seen early migrants taking advantage
of these new resources in surprising numbers.
While habitat conditions across the coast-

al region are much-improved, biolo-
gists are still hoping for more rain to re-
plenish  freshwater ponds and wetlands.
“Habitat conditions were as good as we have seen
in years going into early teal seasons this Septem-
ber, but prolonged periods of little to no rainfall
since September have really dried out our coastal
habitats,” said Kraai. “Our marshes and estuaries
received significant freshwater inflows this sum-
mer, which has resulted in excellent growth of
important waterfowl foods up and down the Gulf
Coast. We hope the rain will return soon to flood
up the foods that were produced this summer.”
A similar scenario is occurring in the northern
region of the state where playa lakes in the Texas

(See Waterfowl Hunting Season...
Continued on Page 16-A)
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Benny & Terry Weatherford, &
Mac Holleman, Bebee, AR.

Robert & Paula Trult
Grand Prairie, TX.

Shelby
Woodall
from
Arkansas

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773
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TPWD Filing Felony Charges Following Assault on Texas Game Warden

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
(TPWD) law enforcement officials plan
to file felony charges recently in Bastrop
County on 36-year-old Jake Russell Childers
for resisting arrest and assault on a state
game warden attempting to make an arrest.

Acting on notifications from several law
enforcement agencies that Childers posed a
safety threat to police and the public, was
wanted on eight outstanding felony arrest
warrants, and was suspected of involvement
in illegal hunting activities, a Bastrop Coun-
ty game warden initiated a surveillance op-
eration near the home of a known relative.
In the early morning hours of Sunday, Nov. 13,
the game warden observed Childers leaving
the home in possession of fishing gear walk-
ing toward an area known to be a local trou-
ble spot for trespassing and fishing on private
ponds without landowner consent. After re-
questing backup from local law enforcement,
the warden made his way to a location he sus-
pected Childers to be headed. Due to concerns
the individual was about to flee the area, the
decision was made to initiate contact with the
suspect prior to backup arriving on scene. As
the game warden attempted to put him in hand-
cuffs, Childers resisted arrest and assaulted

ARMADILLO
OD & REEL REPAIR

REASONABLE RATES
QUALITY SERVICE

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY %
DROP OFF & PicK UP 1
REPAIR WORK AT
LAKE FORK

!

MARINA

903-850-7131

G
3
)
%
J
b

COME IN & CHECK OUR Low PRICES!
I WILL BE TAKING SOLDIERS
FISHING! ANY QUESTIONS CALL ME!

Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

the game warden. After an intense struggle,
Childers escaped into thick woods nearby.
An extensive manhunt ensued involving
several law enforcement agencies, headed
by TPWD’s criminal investigations and tac-
tical operations teams. Childers, with help
from his sister, 34-year-old Dusty Lynn
McBride, managed to elude law enforce-
ment for two days before being appre-
hended in Austin early Tuesday by multiple
law enforcement agencies, including state
game wardens, state troopers, Austin po-
lice and Bastrop County sheriff’s deputies.
At the time of his arrest, Childers
had numerous outstanding felony war-
rants out of Live Oak County on various
charges, including assault and burglary.
His sister was also arrested for hindering
apprehension or prosecution, a third degree
felony, and booked into the Travis County
Jail by game wardens along with Childers.
The game warden who was assaulted sus-
tained minor injuries in the initial incident and
remained involved throughout the manhunt.
“This incident illustrates the dedication of
Texas game wardens and the risks our offi-
cers face every day while carrying out their
duties as state police officers,” said Col.

Craig Hunter, TPWD Director of Law En-
forcement. “It is the responsibility of ev-
ery Texas game warden to ensure the pub-
lic’s safety on and off the pavement.”

Practice Safe
Boating

‘Bassin’ With Bubba

s L] jj
¥ Services” S
Lake Fork
“The Big Bass
Capital of Texas”
Individual * Group
Corporate
Instructional
& Beginner Trips
Welcome

Practice C.PR.

INOW BOOKING!!!
LAKE FORK, Welch
Monticello (After Oct. 23)

903- 383 7748 or 903-360-6994

email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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Authorized Installer & Distributor

\_Q / Red & Green Bow Lights

LIFE TIME WARRANTY
Let me install your bow
lights today!

Everyday $60
Installed

Wintertime Special
8 ~ 20” BLUEWATERLED Lights

With On/Off Dimmer Switch $350
Parts & Labor Included

All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint
Also Available for Boats, Trailers, Motorcycles, Motor

Homes, Fishing Docks, Patios* Most Credit Cards Accepted
Lake Fork Boat Accessories

LED Lighting & Installation Specialist
Electronics * Trolling Motors

Bill Macon 205-441-5399

lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com
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Boat Trailer Steps by R C Mdrme Products Fixed dnd Swmg Away
Models Available Five Edsy Step Models To Choose F rom

The ESS-3

A 3-step Powder-Coated
Steel model that fits most
air, aluminum, bass, flats,
and pleasure boat trailers.

Easy Step System

boat trailer steps:

* No more crawling on
your hands and knees

* No more slipping,
searching for the fender
* No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
* No more scratching
trailer fenders with your
shoes

* No more worrying
about loading or un-
loading your boat by
yourself

* Has a handrail to hold
when entering and exit-
ing

* Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish
for a lasting new ap-
pearance.

e Capacity rating

400 1bs.

The ESS-3SA

A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away
tongue trailers.

The ESS-3-SS

A 3-step Stainless Steel
model that fits most air,
aluminum, bass, flats,
and pleasure boat
trailers.

Easy Step System
boat trailer steps
mount to the tongue
or frame of your
trailer so you can
load or unload
everyone and
everything on or off
of your boat safely
and easily while still
on the trailer.
Made In America
In Tyler, Texas

Proud Sponsor of the “13th Annual Legend
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Call 800-966-1502 Mon. - Fri. 8a.m. to Sp.m.

web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
~ Matthew 4:19 ~

The ESS-4

A 4-step model that fits most
bay, center console, and high bow
pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-4-SS

A 4-step Stainless Steel model that
fits most bay, center console, and
high bow pleasure boat trailers.

Endorsed By:

Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.
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Introducing the All-New Black Diamond Edition from Legend; the bass boat
that truly defines understated elegance.
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Brea I§Ea ot
with Santa
r/—-— z

)

e Saturday * December 10

What better way to start the Christmas eason Lake Fork Style than

bringing your children to have breakfast and their pictures taken with 9 daIn to 1 1 am

Santa or to just come have breakfast and enjoy the smiles on the chil-
dren’s faces. Festivities will be at Oak Ridge Marina on December 10th. . '

A Whole Morning of Fun!
Openat6:00am &

Full Breakfast Menu="=
FREE:
Professional Photo Bas oo
with Santa ANDag,

Samta’s
Workshop /"8 »

January
28 and 29, 2017
8 am to 4 pm

Adult $5 /7 Student $3

Children 11 and under FREE _ W e :
FREE PARKING 4
Boat Tours for sale /// Bus Tours for sale /// Free area maps 3
Entertainment /// Band and DJ /// Aztec Dance Performance R eserd n ons R econunend ;E 'd

Square Dancers /// Live Bird Shows /// Live Reptile Shows

Food Booths /// Vendors Booth /// Crafts for Kids
www.isitrainscounty.com = —
Rains High School - Highway 69, Emory, TX
Pty s ,.m 1

2919 W. State Hwy 154

Quitman, TX on Lake Fork
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Multiple Agencies Thwart Major Drug Shipment on South Padre Island

Texas Game Wardens, along with the U.S. Coast
Guard and the Department of Homeland Security,
helped intercept a drug shipment along a popu-
lar stretch of surf on South Padre Island recently,
seizing 730 pounds of marijuana and arresting six
individuals on drug trafficking charges.

Around 4:30 a.m. on Oct. 13, game wardens as-
signed to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD) Marine Tactical Operations Group
received notification that a vessel was traveling

northbound from Mexico and made landfall on
South Padre Island. The team immediately re-
sponded to the call and located a vehicle parked in
the surf near the hotel district of South Padre Is-
land. The vehicle was backed up to the water with
a vessel known as a “lancha” behind it in the surf.

The lancha fled the scene and the driver of the ve-
hicle was immediately taken into custody. Game
wardens and U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Agents with the Office of Air Marine seized 17

BY FISEERNET FOR FISHERUEL

Motel, Lodge,
RV Park
Bass Lantern

Restaurant
“All Newly Remodeled!”

* Lakeside Pavilion

903 878-2500 Fax: 903 878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

Perfect for Tournaments
and Outdoor Events

* Beautiful Lake View

* Modern Store

* Full Tackle

* Bait

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

* Gas at the pump & On
the water at the pier

* Dump Station

* Big Fish Aquarium

* Paved Parking

* Fish Cleaning
Station

* Boat Launches

* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites

* RV & Tent

Camping

* Satellite TV
* Wi-Fi
Now Available

Outside Pavilion Great For
Tournaments, Family Reunions,
Social Gatherings

Paved Parking Room Fronts

We Now Fill Propane Bottles
email: MinnowOne@aol.com

web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

bundles of marijuana from the vehicle and the
surrounding beach area.

Agents with the Office of Air Marine then pursued
the southbound lancha until it capsized approxi-
mately 4 miles south of the landing location. Five
individuals aboard the lancha were taken into cus-
tody, while the vessel and additional bundles of
marijuana were recovered and seized along with
the vehicle.

“The illegal trafficking of narcotics will not be
tolerated in the state of Texas and activities like
this that are blatantly conducted in areas frequent-
ed by sportsmen and tourists will be dealt with im-
mediately,” said COL Game Warden Craig Hunt-
er, TPWD Director of Law Enforcement. “Thanks
to the strong relationship of cooperation that the
Texas law enforcement community has with our
federal partners, we are able continue our inter-
diction of illegal activity up and down the coast
and along Texas’ international border.”

Agencies assisting with the interdiction, trans-
portation, recovery of narcotics and apprehension
of subjects were: the United States Customs and
Border Protection Office of Air Marine, Home-
land Security Investigations, South Padre Island
Police Department, United States Coast Guard
SPI Station, Cameron County Park Police and
Texas Parks and Wildlife Game Wardens.

@32(»,000

Quaranteed In
Cash & Prizes

'All_Boats,_Ma_kes &
- Models Welcome!!

Entry Forms Now Available At All Local
Businesses or online:
www.legendoflakefork.com
or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on
Mailing List!!
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Anglers are taking full advantage of the recent
unseasonably warm weather this fall that has kept
fishing conditions pleasant along the Texas coast,
according to coastal fisheries biologists with the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD).

“Conditions are ideal for recreational anglers
right now,” said Jerry Mambretti, TPWD Coastal
Fisheries Division regional director for the upper
coast. “It’s sunny, with cool clear water, not too
windy and good tidal movement.”

Mambretti noted that in most all the major bay
systems along the upper coast, anglers are report-
ing good catches of spotted seatrout and although
it appears the fall flounder run may be off to a
delayed start, catches are picking up along Sabine
Lake and in Galveston and San Antonio Bays.

Lower water temperatures force flounder to mi-
grate from the bays into the Gulf of Mexico to
spawn. This ‘flounder run’ typically happens in
November.

“The flounder appear to be on the move as angler
catches have improved since the recent cooler
weather has set in, which has been reflected by in-
creased catches seen in TPWD gill net samples,”
Mambretti said.

Perry Trial, TPWD Coastal Fisheries Division
regional director for the lower coast, is seeing
similar activity. “Overall fishing pressure has

Fall into Fishing along the Texas Coast

°Ihe risherman’s Cuide. News You Can Use*”

remained relatively high throughout the fall so
far and trout catches have been good,” he said.
“Flounder have been abundant in our sampling
gears, but landings are down this fall. Higher than
normal tides in October and the November ban
on gigging have contributed to the low landings.”

Due to declining flounder populations, new regu-
lations were implemented in 2009 and 2014 to in-
crease the abundance of flounder coastwide. Dur-
ing the month of November the daily bag limit for
flounder dropped from 5 to 2 with the possession
limit equal to the bag limit. Only a pole-and-line
was used to harvest flounder in November. From
Dec. 1-14, the daily bag limit and possession lim-
it are 2, but flounder may be taken by any legal
fishing device including a gig. The minimum size
limit for taking flounder is 14 inches.

“These regulations have helped us stabilize the
southern flounder population and reverse the de-
cline of this recreationally important species,”
said Lance Robinson, TPWD Coastal Fisheries
Division deputy director.

The regulations for other popular sportfish like
red drum and spotted seatrout do not change dur-
ing this time. For all bag and size limits, visit our
Saltwater Bag and Length Limits page online. For
the latest on fishing conditions, be sure to check
out TPWD’s Weekly Fishing Report online.

Lage 1» A

At the Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork
end of the year championship held on Lake of
the Pines, Kenny LaDuke won 1st Place overall
with a total weight of 37.41-pounds and had 1st
largest bass weighing in at 7.21-lbs.

At the Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork
end of the year championship held on Lake of
the Pines, Don Hampton won 2nd Place over-
all with a total weight of 26.16-pounds and had
2nd largest bass weighing in at 5.28-lbs.

COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

HIDEAWAY HARBOR

ILAKE FORK [ o P
845 CR 1987 : i
YANTIS, TX. f e T
75497 e e T

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP

Make Your Reservations Today
Bait & Tackle Shop ¢ Live Bait ¢ Fishing Pier

Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps
Boat Storage * Camping
E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website

WWW.hideawa‘irharbor.com

1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203
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Waterfowl Hunting Season Got Underway (couineajron page s-4

Panhandle have rap-
idly evaporated over
the last few months,
leaving waterfowl and
hunters high and dry
heading into the season.
“Decent rainfall filled

a few playa basins
in August, but many
have already greatly
receded or dried up
completely now leav-
ing very few playa
holding wa-

basins

Guide

John Morris
Email:

web:

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional

Phone: (903) 413-6919
bassmr@geusnet.com

www.jmguideservice.com

ter,” Kraai said. “We
are keeping our fin-
gers crossed for a wet
fall so ducks and geese
have a place to swim
while enjoying the re-
gion’s ample supply
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of agricultural foods.”

Likewise, East Texas
also received exten-
sive rainfall last year
and the lakes, reser-
voir and river bottoms
experienced prolonged
high water that bi-
ologists say will have
impacted  production
of moist-soil plants
this summer, but sub-
merged aquatic plant

production should be
excellent and will at-
tract all types of dab-
bling and diving ducks
in this part of the state.
Warm and dry condi-
tions this fall have set
in and the region is in
need of a change in
weather pattern soon
for the Pineywoods to
hold migrating birds.

Hunters are encour-

aged to review hunting
rules and requirements
in the 2016-17 Water-
fowl Hunting Digest
before heading afield.
Printed copies of the
digest are available
wherever hunting li-
censes are sold and on-
line at http://tpwd.tex-
as.gov/publications/
pwdpubs/media/pwd_
bk k0700 1014.pdf.

Nominations Sought Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame

Individuals or organi-
zations that have made
a lasting contribution
to freshwater fishing
in Texas may be nomi-
nated through Dec.
31 for induction into
the Texas Freshwater
Fishing Hall of Fame.

The nominee must
be a Texan or Texas
organization. Individu-
als may be living or
deceased. Selection
will be made by an in-
dependent committee

Improvements

A new project is un-
derway at Mission
Tejas State Park to re-
place damage caused
by a fire during Hur-
ricane lke in 2008.

Improvements at the
park that are current-
ly ongoing include a
new entrance, a head-

and induction will take
place during the annual
Hall of Fame banquet
at the Texas Fresh-
water Fisheries Cen-
ter (TFFC) in Athens.

The most recent ad-
ditions to the Hall of
Fame are volunteer
angling instructor Ran-
di Wayland, outdoor
writer Ray Sasser, and
the world’s oldest com-
petitive bass fishing
tournament, the Texas
State Bass Tournament.

at Mission Tejas

quarters building, a
visitors center and
restroom  facilities.
The project is expect-
ed to be completed
by the end of 2017.

The park is located
in the community
of Weches, 15 miles
from Grapeland. For

Videos about prior in-
ductees may be viewed
in the Texas Freshwater
Fishing Hall of Fame
at TFFC; some are also
available on YouTube.
Brief biographical
sketches of past induct-
ees and links to videos
and the nomination form
may be found at http://
tpwd.texas.gov/spd-
est/visitorcenters/tffc/
visit/virtualtour/hallof-
fame/inductees.phtml.

are Underway

more information
about the park, in-
cluding park hours,
equipment rentals
and ranger programs,
visit the Texas Parks
and Wildlife De-
partment website
or contact the park
at (936) 687-2394.
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Free Pick Up
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Service In The Lake Fork Area

email: ﬁshnews@lake-fork.net
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Now Accepting Reservations For

Commercial & Vendor Spaces
For May 18, 19, 20, 21, 2017 At The

13th Annual
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May 19 20 21, 2017

Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise &

promote your products, merchandise, or company!
Call Today: 903-383-7748 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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“Pack of Knowledge” “Winter Bass Habits”

By Andrew Grills

Winter is almost here on Lake Fork. If I
only had three months a year to fish, Decem-
ber would be one of those months for sure.
The reason is the colder it gets, the bigger
the bass I catch. That’s why I think it would
be a good idea to discuss the cold water hab-
its of bass that I have learned over the years.

When | was learning to fish Lake Fork be-
fore I began guiding, I had spent most of
my time fishing during the winter months. I
worked on a construction crew and we did a

903-638-1170

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

*Cracked *Shelled * Whole

Fresh Peanuts, Sweet Potatoes ji§

Candy, Gift Tins, &
Much More!

THE PECAN HOUSE
FM 564 * MINEOLA
903-569-3437

www.mineolapecanhouse.com [

lot of work in the northern part of the country
where it just wasn’t possible to work in the
winter. Therefore, I had a few months a year,
during the winter to spend time on the lake.
I was never intimidated by cold water. | hear
folks talk about slowing down when the water
temperature drops to the mid 50’s. However, |
have had phenomenal days using moving pre-
sentations when the water was in the low 40°’s!
I have fished water as cold as 36 degrees on
Lake Fork. That day was in the winter of 2014.
We caught 7 bass that day on a chatterbait.
The main thing to keep in mind concerning
winter fishing, is that the smaller bass don’t
have the need to feed very much. They’re
metabolism is running so slow due to their
cold blooded nature that they don’t feel very
hungry. The bigger female bass however,
have developing egg sacks that need protein
to grow. Also, bigger bass have to eat more
often in winter to keep up their body weight.
Bass fishing in the winter on Lake Fork
is all about big bass, not numbers. While
you can have some nice days where you
catch quite a few, a bite an hour is about
what I expect on an average day. The key is
those bites will generally be quality bites.
I rarely fish deeper than 12’ in the win-

ter. Sure, there are tons of bass in the deeper
water on the lower end of the lake. However,
a lot of fish stay close to shallow water in
order to warm up on sunny days. They will
pull up and suspend on sunny days, or move
to very shallow water on warm afternoons.

They like deeper water close by as well. I
believe this gives big bass a feeling of safety.
Always having an escape route and having
some more comfortable water in case of a se-
vere cold snap is important. The term “deep-
er water” is relative. In some of the creeks
on the upper end of a reservoir that could
mean 6’ deep. On other areas of the lake it
might mean 25°. It just depends on the area
and how deep the water gets in the vicinity.

Ledges become a key type of structure in the
winter. This gives bass the safety of deep water
accessandaccesstomore shallow wateras well.
They only have to move vertically to get com-
fortable. The main ledges I fish here on Lake
Fork are the creeks, ditches, and drains that
were present before the reservoir was flooded.

When searching for fish in creek channels
and ditches, look for the areas that still have
definition. Sometimes the creeks will silt in

(See Pack of Knowledge....
Continued on Page 22-A)

l CAPS*SHIRTS*ETC

972-288-6954%1-800-373-9896

Production Screen Printing & Embroidery

Tournaments, Bass Clubs, Guide
Service, Special Functions, Family
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Sublimation Fishing Shirts
sales@clownco.com
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Texas Trails

By Don Hampton

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork is a
highly motivated progressive bass fishing club
with ties to the Wish to Fish Foundation and
Weight Masters at the Wood County Kid Fish.
If you love bass fishing, like competition, wish
to improve your skills, and make new friend-
ships that could last a lifetime, you should
come join our bass club.

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork has
13 club tournaments per year with 2 drops in
point category. A 2-day tournament is held in
the month of November at the end of the year
championship with accommodations provided
by the club. All tournaments are held within
an hour drive from Lake Fork. The club fishes
lakes like Welch, Monticello, Winnsboro, Quit-
man, Hawkins, Tyler, Holbrook, Tawakoni,
Bob Sandlin, and Cypress Springs. Wherever

If you would like
"R
FASERRMAN'S

Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative's
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)

For Only $30,
Send check or
Money Order
Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

75497

Bassmasters

Indoor Gun Range
4387 FM 515
Emory, Texas 75440

903.473.3780

of Lake

the club votes to go fish is where the next tour-
nament is held. Take-off for each tournament is
6 a.m. with everyone in by 3:30 p.m. This club
also hosts 2 open tournaments per year on Lake
Fork. One is held in the spring and the other in
the fall.

The club meetings are held after each tourna-
ment and the next lake and date are voted on
by the membership at that time. In this respect
it helps the members that may be fishing other
tournaments to keep the dates from conflicting.
Also at each meeting after the tournament the
Top 3 winners inform the rest of the club what
they caught their fish on, the technique, and
depth. In this aspect it helps the other anglers
improve their skills and lets them know what
they could have tried different. The top three
places are paid each tournament and the Top 6
for the year receive fishing shirts supplied by
the club.

Dues to join the club are a mere $30 per year.
Cost for each tournament is $25 with a $5 Big
Bass Option. There is also a progressive side
pot that an optional $5 for the first 7-pound or
over bass.

Texas Trails Bassmaster is a boat owner club
only, no non boaters are accepted. Family mem-
bers who join individually can fish in the same
boat. This refers to husband and wife or parent
and siblings. We do limit two anglers per boat.
All boats, makes and models are welcome as
long as they meet state regulations.

The next club tournament will be held on Lake
Welch on December 10th. The annual Christ-
mas party will be held on December 17 at Bro’s

Fork Membership Drive

Patio/Fishermans One Stop.

If this club sounds like one you’d like to set
your hook in, give me a call, Don Hampton at
903-360-6994 or 903-383-7748 or Rodney El-
lis, President at 903-714-6473. For more infor-
mation go to www.texastrailsbassmasters.com.

I hope to be ﬁshlng with you this year'

,@32&,000 1

Quarantee,d In
/ Cash & Prizes

All Boats, Makes &

Models Welcome!!
Entry Forms NOW

Available At All Local Businesses

or online:
www.legendoflakefork.com
www.fishguidenews.com
or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on
iling List!!

-

shop.lakeforkfirearms.com

Gun Smithing Firearms

Reloading Supplies
LTC Classes

Ammunition




“IThe risherman’s Cuide. News You Can Use*

December

December BaSS on FOl‘k (Continued from Page 6-A)

cially through the roots of the trees. Sunny after-
noons during this season can also be a gold mine.
As the water cools into the mid-fifties, chatterbaits
and traps are the go to baits worked shallow and
be sure to focus on the 2:00 to 5:30pm window.
Water warms during the afternoon and the fish
will move up for a free meal. Pay attention to any
bird activity and they will lead you to the bass.

December/January is also a great month to
catch numbers on the power plant lakes. If cabin
fever has set in, give me a call and we can wear

409-782-4269

them out where the water temps are summer like.
If you are headed out to Lake Fork in December
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love
to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have a few
dates open in December and some in January. [ also
have gift certificates available if you have friends
or loved one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge
bass. You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-
mail me at skeet2 1c@aol.com. You can follow me
on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Lake-
ForkGuideDavidOzio. I post my daily trip results
on this page. I run a Skeeter FX21 with a Yamaha
250SHO and would like to thank Skeeter for mak-
ing my office on the lake the best in the country. I
would also like to thank G-Loomis, Shimano and
Talon Custom Lures for making my job the blast
that it is. A special shout out to Nautical Mile Ma-
rine in Tyler for all their help in keeping me on
the water seven days a week, no issues. | hope
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13.
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.”

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan
Your Trips To Lake Fork With

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”

Sand Bass,

Bucket List Item? Always wanted to try it?
Individual or Group Lessons, beginner
or advanced, all waters & species.

Equipment Provided. " =
. southern Iried Catfish

LESSONS $30/hr for one, $15 each additional ““with All The Fixin®s™
person. Guided trips also available. =" Fried Shrimp - Boiled Shrimp

Gift Certificates and Flies also Available.
www.brothersflies.com
Professional Instruction

Ted Warren

IFFF - Certified Casting Instructor
tedwarren@peoplescom.net

903-850-7084

Unique Christmas Present for The Fisherman!

LEARN TO FLY FISH

Catch Largemouth Bass,
Blue
Crappie, Trout on the fly!

Mark Spaeth with
David Ozio

Noah Tachibana with
David Ozio

Practice

Brandon Johnston with
David Ozio

C.PR.

gill,

A.J.’s Fish House

903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17
“VYoted The Best Catfish In East Texas”
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ALL YO

Chicken Tenders * Hush Duppies K Fries
Dessert included - Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome ¢ Senior Citizen Discounts

Private Banquet Room ¢ Seating For 400 ~ No Wait ¢
Plenty of Parking « CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW Check out Our Website:
AVAILABLE!”

M. 171

CAN EAT BUFFET

www.ajsfishhouse.com

For Banquet or Catering
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December Crappie On FOI‘k Continued from Page 8-A)

if you tip it with Berk- wives really love your for the holidays! You
ley’s crappie nibble!) “fishermen husbands” can even order online
Please remember De- — I bet this would be at [akeForkMarina.com

MUSTANG
RESORT

cember 1st to March the top of their. “want ] want to wish eve- MOtel, Mal‘ina,
Ist you must keep list” for Christmas! ryone a Wonderful

the first 25 crappie  Also, if you are look- Holiday Season and R°‘]° Park and
you catch — no cull- ing for gifts for the send a big thank you Professional

ing rule is in effect. fishermen in your fam- to everyone who came
This deep water De- ily, you definitely need and fished with me Guide Service

cember fishing has to stop by Lake Fork this year. You are all ez R -

me very excited and Marina. They have so much appreciated! [EEULIEIEORIIMTENTENY (1IN BT (N O0) o (qe ol 10 (VY VY #: 1 Ty
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Diamond Sports Marine
43910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake For
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge
903-383-7829

Now The Newest Skeeter Dealer In Texas!
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!

Yamaha Technician In House

r
o

WWW.diamondsportsmarine.eom

SYMANA L= LOWRANCE g

Whin 3o v ho bt

PaCk Of KnOWledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

over time. Not all
are equal. Also, keep
an eye out for sharp
“horseshoe” bends in
the creek. A bend will
almost always mean
there is a deeper,

steeper, more washed
out part of the chan-
nel. This will be on the
outside of the bends.
Later in winter, when
the fish really start to
get into a true pre-

Adrian Bloomfield from Australia was fishing

with Lake Fork guide Andrew Grills in Novem-
ber when he caught this hawg weighing 10-lbs.
11-0zs. Quite the story to take back home. CPR
(Photo Courtesy Andrew Grills Guide Service)

spawn pattern, they
will relate to flats
big time. However,
there are usually still
drains and ditches
that will hold the big-
gest fish in the area.
Hopefully you found
something helpful
here concerning win-
ter bass habits. It’s
my favorite time of
year to fish, and it just
might become yours.

Fish Friendly

If you would like
i v

Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative's
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)

For Only $30,
Send check or
Money Order
Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

75497

Fish Friendly

==Y See Us on Facebook
(Carts To Go in Texas)

Used - Refurbished - Custo

Golf Carts
214-673-1313

Friday & Saturday

10:0&-12:“[::;::1# 2:00-5:00
R
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

ANYTIME

Lake Fork

One mile south of
Hwny 154 bridge
(meross from Trophy i)
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Lake Fork Waterfront Property

Starting At $19,900

ATTENTION: R.V. PADSITE RENTERS
Don’t rent -- OWN!

For the cost of renting/leasing you can own your own
deeded (general warranty deed) lake property with

the following amenities:

* GUARANTEED FINANCING

* Security gated

* Clubhouse with restaurant

* Central water & sewer systems

* Swimming pool

* Condos for your family & guests

* Playground for the children

* Playroom with pool table and foozeball
* Miniature golf

* Boat ramps on Lake Fork

* Fishing piers on Lake Fork

* Stocked interior fishing ponds

* RV Campground with full hook-ups
* His and Her showers

* Laundromat
YOU CAN HAVE IT ALL FOR LESS OR ONLY PENNIES MORE
THAN THE ANNUAL COST OF YOUR RENTED PAD.
Holiday Villages of Lake Fork Call: 903-878-7263

MUST SELL!' LAKE FORK!! Owner Financed. Call 903-878-7265
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"'ST urnament

All Boats, Makes Models Welcome
May 19, 208:21 2017

$320,000 s

Cash & Prizes

Bmuﬁ!mg “The Wish to Fish Foundation™
Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764

- '
GRAND PRIZES I-EI.IIIE'
Four(4 }I.-agand Bass Boats, Powered b n:unr MotorGuide, Lowrance
Eler.t ronics. To Be Awarded For: 2 for the 2 Heaviest Bass Over The Slot,
1 for Heaviest Bass Under The Slot, 1 for Draw Boat
(Early Entries ONLY and must be prﬁent to win.)

8 Puaces Pao Houray 1sT—S500 = Znp—S400 = 3 —S300 = 4m— S200

e BH—%8175 *» Bm—S150 » 7m—%8125 < 1s1Duror 7m $100 GC
For more inFormaTiON catl: 903-360-6994 or 903-383-T148 Emni: nsHuews CLAKEFORK.NET

All Tournament Contestants can
Purchase Temple Fork OQOutfitters Rods $178 Retail ~ $60 Each (Assortment of Sizes)
Early Entry Incentive: Only Early Entries Qualify for Drawing Io Wina 2017 Legend Boat, Powered by
Mercury, MotorGuide, & Lowrance Electronics. To Chealify for Drawing, Entries must be received
on or before April i-l ), 2017, “Legend Advantage Members Win Double Hourly Cash Awards"

| MotorGuide R it ==
MO A A | T G e B
MERCURY N — e WA S S s
F e Tiee Bintor Disiribution Board AT




