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For those of you that have been curious as to just how large a talon on  
a full grown eagle is, here is the best example I can give you!

Texas Parks & Wildlife Annual Eagle Count was held on January 16 
and 17 headquartered out of Oak Ridge Marina.  Perhaps it was the 
weather, too cold for the eagles to get out of their nest, or new construc-
tion around the lake but only 13 Bald Eagles were counted this year, less 
than half that was reported in 2015. 

Or maybe the eagles were just hiding out because they knew that people 
were out looking for them! (Lake Fork Eagle Photos by Don Hampton, 
Fisherman’s Guide News)

Lake Fork “State of the Lake” Public Meeting
  Anyone interested 
in Lake Fork is invit-
ed to attend a public 
meeting on the state 
of the lake on Tues-
day, February 16, 
2016.
  The Lake Fork 
Sportsman’s Asso-
ciation and the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) 
will host the meet-
ing, which will fea-
ture presentations by 
TPWD Inland Fisher-
ies biologists, TPWD 
law enforcement per-
sonnel, and Sabine 

River Authority rep-
resentatives.
  Topics will include, 
but are not limited to, 
the status of the giant 
salvinia infestation, 
law enforcement is-
sues, and an update 
on the gamefish pop-
ulations in the reser-
voir. A large portion 
of the meeting will be 
reserved for attend-
ees to ask questions 
in a “town hall” for-
mat.
  All local business 
owners, lake home-
owners, fishing 

guides, recreational 
anglers, and anyone 
else with an interest 
in the resources at 
Lake Fork are invited 
to attend.
  This meeting will 
take place from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Emory City Center, 
735 N. Texas Street, 
Emory TX 75440.
  For questions or ad-
ditional information, 
please contact TPWD 
Inland Fisheries man-
agement personnel in 
Tyler at (903) 593-
5077.
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ATTENTION: R.V. PADSITE RENTERS

For the cost of renting/leasing you can own your own 
deeded (general warranty deed) lake property with 

the following amenities:

Don’t rent -- OWN!

* GUARANTEED FINANCING
* Security gated
* Clubhouse with restaurant
* Central water & sewer systems
* Swimming pool
* Condos for your family & guests
* Playground for the children
* Playroom with pool table and foozeball
* Miniature golf
* Boat ramps on Lake Fork
* Fishing piers on Lake Fork
* Stocked interior fishing ponds
* RV Campground with full  hook-ups
* His and Her showers
* Laundromat

YOU CAN HAVE IT ALL FOR LESS OR ONLY PENNIES MORE 
THAN THE ANNUAL COST OF YOUR RENTED PAD.

Holiday Villages of Lake Fork    Call: 903-878-7263

Lake Fork Waterfront Property
Starting At $19,900

MUST SELL!! LAKE FORK!! Owner Financed. Call 903-878-7265

“Bubba only gets away with things when Bubbette lets him!”
By Don Hampton

  Bubba was attending his bass club’s monthly 
meeting and had just told all his fishing buddies he 
couldn’t make the tournament scheduled for the 
next Saturday because his wife wouldn’t let him 
go because of Valentine’s Day.
  After listening to the jeers and other remarks 
from his fellow fisherman friends about his man-
hood being in question and something about be-
ing whipped, Bubba left to go home leaving all his 
buddies with some choice new names.
  When Bubba’s friends started arriving at the boat 
ramp for the tournament, who should be there but 
Bubba sitting on the deck of his boat, tying on one 
of his favorite lures.
  “How’d you talk your Bubbette into letting you 
come, Bubba?” asked one of his buds.
  “I didn’t have to,” was Bubba’s reply. “When I 
got home last night I was feeling sad about not be-
ing able to fish today so I just slumped down in my 
chair with a beer to drown my sorrows. Then Bub-
bette snuck up behind me, covered my eyes, and 
said, ‘Surprise!” “When I peeled her hands back 
she was standing there in her beautiful flannel pa-
jamas and she said, “Carry me to the bedroom, 
lock the door and you can do whatever you want.”
  “So here I am and she’s still locked in the bed-
room!” replied Bubba with a smiling smirk on his 
face.
  Who knows what happened when he got home! 
I’m sure he will never tell!

  Bubbette thinks faster than most people and Bub-
ba doesn’t slide by with much as he likes his bud-
dies to believe and neither do some others engage 
in a battle of wits with her. 
  One morning Bubba returned after several hours 
of fishing and decided to take a nap after lunch be-
fore going back on the lake.
  While he was napping Bubbette decided to take 
his boat out and enjoy the cool breezy day. She mo-
tored a short distance, anchored and started reading 
a book. 
  She hadn’t been there long before a Game War-
den pulled up along side her in his boat and says, 
“Good afternoon Bubbette. What are you doing?”
  She replied, “Reading a book, isn’t that obvious?”
  “Well, I need to see your fishing license” he in-
formed her.
  “Sorry officer, but I’m not fishing and I don’t have 
a fishing license. I’m reading!” Bubbette replied 
with a little agitation.
  “Yes, but you have all this equipment. For all I 
know you could start fishing at any moment. I’ll 
have to take you in and write you up!” the officer 
stated.
  “What, for reading a book?” Bubbette asked.   
  “No, for fishing without a license” he replied. 
  “But I’m not fishing, I’m reading” she replied.   
  “Yes, but you have all the equipment. For all I 
know you could start fishing at any moment.” He 
again replied. “I have to take you in and write you 
up!”
  “If you do that I’ll have to charge you with sexual 

assault,” said Bubbette.
  “But I haven’t even touched you or even made 
an attempt to get on Bubba’s boat,” said the Game 
Warden.
  “That’s true, but you have all the equipment. For 
all I know you could start at any moment.” Bub-
bette stated flatly.
  “Have a nice day Ma’am and I really hope you 
enjoy your book,” said the Game Warden as he 
was leaving.
  There it is! Now you know who really has the 
brains in Bubba’s family! When he gets by with 
something it is only because Bubbette let him!
  Have a “Very Happy Valentine’s Day” and make 
it a very special one for another!     
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

“Summer
Fun Time!”

Come In And See All 2016 Models In Stock

2016
Range Z520C

Comanche

2016
Triton

20 TRX

2016
Range Z520C

2016
Triton

22 TRX

“Help Keep Our Lake Clean! Dispose of Your Trash Properly!”

For Sale!!!
2009 Legend 211 Alpha ~ $35,995

Fully Loaded, Ready To Fish!
Mercury 250 Pro XS, Less than 350 Hours, MinnKota 

Trolling Motor, Solar Panel Charger, (2) Lowrance 
HDS-8, HDS-5, Hydro Wave, Tandem Axle Galvanized 

Trailer, Stainless Steel Fenders, Easy Step System,
Immaculate Condition, Storage Garage Kept

Contact Don Bubba Hampton  903-360-6994
or Sartin Marine~903-383-7726 or 866-920-8331

Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 19-A)

wardens were on patrol 
checking dove hunters 
east of Del Rio. As they 
sat at an intersection, 
they saw the driver of 
a passing vehicle take 
a drink from a bottle of 
wine. The wardens ini-
tiated a traffic stop and 
asked the driver about 
the open bottle of wine 
they saw in the passen-
ger seat. The man said 
he was on his way to 
meet with his priest be-
cause he was going to 
be an altar server that 
morning. He planned 
to provide the bottle of 
wine as a gift, he said, 
but he wanted to see 
what flavor the wine 
was, so he took a drink. 
The wardens filed a 
case for having an open 
container of alcohol.

--Stranded but Not 
Abandoned-- A Gray-
son County game war-
den received a call from 
the Grayson County 
Sheriff’s Office about a 
possible stranded boat 
on the Oklahoma side 
of Lake Texoma. The 
caller said a young man 
flagged her down as 
she drove by the Deni-
son Dam boat ramp. 
The young man told 
the woman his boat 
had broken down, so 
he swam for two hours 
back to the shore to 
find help. The warden 
went to the boat ramp 
and talked to the young 
man, who said when his 
boat broke down a few 
hours earlier, he’d put 
on a life jacket and tried 
to swim his small boat 

to shore. After about 30 
minutes, however, the 
young man said he had 
to let go of the boat, on 
which three passengers 
were still waiting for 
rescue. The Grayson 
County Sherriff’s Office 
had advised the warden 
that the Oklahoma High-
way Patrol would not be 
able to immediately re-
spond to search for the 
stranded boaters, so the 
warden launched his pa-
trol boat and quickly lo-
cated the stranded boat-
ers, about three miles 
into the Oklahoma side 
of the lake. The warden 
towed the boat back to 
the nearest boat ramp. 
The passengers were 
cold but otherwise all 
right.
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
2712 N. Hwy. 17

Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

Newly Remodeled
MOTEL ROOMS

New Owners! New Management! NewAttitude!"

Visit Us Online
www.gofishfork.com

“Pack of Knowledge” (continued from Page 18-A)

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

a 7ft medium/heavy 
rod with a fast tip. Its 
important not to go too 
heavy in my opinion 
because you don’t want 
to take the lure from 
the fish when they hit. 
If I use a real stiff rod 
I feel like I miss a few 
I should have caught. 
A 6.4:1 ratio reel is my 
choice because it has a 
medium speed retrieve. 
With high speed reels it 
can be difficult to slow 
the bait down enough, 
and a slow speed reel 
doesn’t take up enough 
slack on hookset. As 
for line, 15 pound fluo-
rocarbon is what I pre-
fer because it allows 
the bait to have more 
action and will let it fall 
a little faster. I will step 
up to 20 pound fluoro-
carbon in heavy timber. 
The fluorocarbon is im-
portant because it has 
a much more sensitive 
feel to it, and you need 
to feel the blade “chat-
tering”, even at super 
slow retrieves.
  Hopefully this infor-
mation gives you some 
ideas to try this winter 
as you fish. There was 

a time I had zero con-
fidence in bladed swim 
jigs. For the longest 
time I just couldn’t 
seem to get a bite on 
one. However, because 
I listened to some wiser 
fishermen the chatter-
bait has become one of 
my favorites.
  Andrew is a profes-
sional guide on Lake 

Fork and is sponsored 
by Skeeter Boats, Nau-
tical Mile Marine in 
Tyler, Costa Sunglass-
es, Under Armour, M-
Pack Lures, and Picasso 
Lures.

Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame Picks Three
  Two individuals and one organization make 
up the 2016 class of inductees into the Texas 
Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame.
  Slated for induction at a banquet June 4 at the 
Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens 
are Randi Wayland, Ray Sasser and the Texas 
State Bass Tournament.
  Wayland will be honored for a lifetime of activ-
ities promoting fishing, water safety and involv-
ing young people in the outdoors. A resident of 
San Antonio, Wayland has been an adjunct pro-
fessor with the San Antonio Community Col-
lege for more than 40 years. A past president 
of the Texas Association of Bass Clubs, she has 
also served as a board member of Texas Black 
Bass Unlimited. She is an instructor in Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department’s Becoming an 
Outdoors Woman program and is an area chief 
of the department’s boater education program.
  Sasser has been an outdoor writer for more 
than 40 years and is currently the outdoor edi-
tor for the Dallas Morning News. Largemouth 
bass fishing is his favorite outdoor activity, but 
he has written about everything from invasive 
species to the environment, penning hundreds 
of newspaper and magazine articles and a dozen 
books. He has been honored with several awards 
for his work. Sasser is a native of East Texas 

and is known for championing the interests of 
the average outdoor person. One of his greatest 
memories is being present at the inception of 
the ShareLunker program when Mark Steven-
son caught Ethel, ShareLunker number 1, from 
Lake Fork in 1986.
The Texas State Bass Tournament is the world’s 
oldest competitive bass fishing tournament 
open to anyone. The first tournament was held 
in 1956 on Lake Whitney, where a Texas His-
torical Marker records the event. The Texas 
State Bass Tournament emphasizes family in-
volvement in fishing and awards no monetary 
prizes to winners. Competitors may enter as 
family teams, and senior and high school divi-
sions have been added in recent years. Tourna-
ments are completely staffed by volunteers, and 
all sponsorship money is used to defray tourna-
ment costs. Throughout its 60-year history, the 
tournament has maintained its focus on conser-
vation and sportsmanlike competition among 
friends and family.
  
  The Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame 
honors inductees with videos that may be viewed 
in the Hall of Fame area at the Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center. Information on visiting can be 
found at www.tpwd.texas.gov/tffc.

Entry Forms Now Available At All Local 
Businesses or online:

www.legendoflakefork.com
or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on 

Mailing List!!

12th Annual Legend
Of Lake Fork

Big Bass Tournament
May 13, 14, 15, 2016

$320,000
Guaranteed In 
Cash & Prizes

All Boats, Makes & 
Models Welcome!!



Page 20-A                                   “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                   February February                                “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                             Page 5-A

(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

Bent Tree Motel

381 W. Lennon Dr. (Hwy 69N) Emory, TX ~ 903-473-0061
(Next Door To The Dairy Queen ~ 9 Miles from Lake Fork Boat Ramp) 

email: benttreemotel@gmail.com
30 Units

2 Double Queen 
Size or Full Size 

Beds
Boat Parking 

Available With 
Hook-Ups

3 Suites
2 ~ 1 Bedroom 
With Jacuzzi & 

Bathroom
1 ~ Family Suite

2 Bedroom
2 Bath

Room Amenities Include
Free wifi ~ Cable TV ~ Coffee Pot ~ 

Microwave oven
Refrigerator ~ Condiment Package ~ 

Alarm Clock ~ Hair Dryer

Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Help Keep Our
Lake Clean

Ken Kauzlarich with 
David Ozio

Kyle Grandstaff with 
David Ozio

John Settle with 
David Ozio

Lonnie Brown with 
David Ozio

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
** call anytime **

Golf Carts

See Us on Facebook at
carts to go in texas

JAN-FEB BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
CALL FOR

APPOINTMENT

Winter is Full Throttle on Lake Fork (continued from Page 6-A)

in the creek bends towards the back of most all 
major creek arms. They are all lined with timber 
and will harbor toad stature green fish. The final 
option deals with the shallow water bite. Take 
time to locate submerged vegetation and this will 
be the key to success in the late afternoons. As 
the water warms, dig out a rattletrap and cover 
some water around this vegetation. Chatterbaits 
will also work in these same areas and traps need 
to be red or gold and the chatterbait dressed in 
white. 

          February is also a great month to catch 
numbers on the power plant lakes. If cabin fe-
ver has set in, give me a call and we can wear 
them out where the water temps are summer like. 
If you are headed out to Lake Fork in February 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would 
love to be a part of this trophy quest. I also have 
gift certificates available if you have friends or 
loved one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge 
bass. You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-
mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow 
me on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
LakeForkGuideDavidOzio. I post my daily trip 
results on this page. I run a Skeeter FX21 with a 
Yamaha 250SHO and would like to thank Skee-
ter for making my office on the lake the best in 
the country. I would also like to thank G-Loomis, 
Shimano and Talon Custom Lures for making 
my job the blast that it is. A special shout out to 
Nautical Mile Marine in Tyler for all their help in 
keeping me on the water seven days a week, no 
issues. I hope to see a lot of you on the water. Ro-
mans 10:13. “Everyone who calls upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved”. I wish all of you a 
blessed day.” 

SEAFWA Recognizes Game Warden for Outstanding Service
  At a recent Texas Parks and Wildlife Commis-
sion meeting, the Southeastern Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies recognized Game 
Warden Matt Kiel as 2015 Texas Wildlife Of-
ficer of the Year for his work in the field. This 
marks the 46th consecutive year this award has 
been presented to a Texas Game Warden.
  Kiel began his career with TPWD in January 
2010 when he entered the 55th Texas Game 
Warden Training Academy. After graduating 
from the academy, he was stationed in Brews-
ter County for three years before moving to his 
current duty assignment in McLennan County.
  During the past five years, Kiel has become 
an expert at navigating the county’s public wa-
ters, logging nearly 500 hours of boat patrol 
every year and filing several water safety vio-
lations. Kiel has also mastered the use of side 
scan sonar as he patrols public waters, using 
the technology to locate drowning victims and 
stolen submerged vehicles.
  In addition, Kiel’s knowledge of the Brazos 
River made him an instrumental part in devel-
oping and implementing a water safety plan 
for Baylor University’s new football stadium, 
which was built on the bank of the river in 
2014. As part of the water safety plan, Kiel 
trained a Marine Safety Enforcement Offi-

cer class of 30 Waco 
police officers and 
forged relationships 
with several local law 
enforcement agen-
cies, first responders 
and the Department of 
Public Safety.
  Kiel is also a certified 
National Association 
of State Boating Law 
Administrators Offi-
cer Water Survival In-
structor, crisscrossing 
the state to teach law 
enforcement officers 
and new game warden 
cadets about water 
safety practices.
  Finally, in addition 
to his duties as game 
warden, Kiel has also 
been an active mem-
ber of his community. 
He organizes boating 
and fishing programs 
for inner city youth 
and serves as the 

point of contact for 
local media. He also 
volunteers at Baylor 
School of Law to ed-
ucate students about 
game warden duties 
and presents to the 
County Commission-
ers Court about boat-
ing while intoxicated 
enforcement and ze-

bra mussels.
  At the Commis-
sion meeting, SEAF-
WA also recognized 
TPWD Inland Fish-
eries biologist Brian 
Van Zee as the 2015 
Biologist of the Year. 
Van Zee, stationed in 
Waco, was honored 
for his work in help-

ing TPWD combat 
the introduction of in-
vasive zebra mussels 
to Texas waters, one 
of the greatest threats 
Texas fisheries re-
sources have faced. 

Practice C.P.R.
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

(See Winter is full ..........
Continued on Page 20-A)

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 14-A)

If you would like
"The 

Fisherman's 
Guide, News"

Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Hours
10 AM till 

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays
Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

Super Bowl Sunday February 7, 2016

Don’t Come Up Short
For Your Super Bowl

Party... We’ve Got 
Everything You Need To Be 
Outfitted For Your Team!!

By David Ozio

  “Winter is at full throttle here at Lake Fork and 
it won’t be long before we ease into the “fun fish-
ing” time of the year. February is upon us and the 
big girls are wanting to stage in areas adjacent to 
their spawning bays which sets up for some in-
credible bass catching action. Where to look for 
these beasts is the first question on everyone’s 
mind, so hopefully, we can point you in the right 
direction for the catch of a lifetime. You had bet-
ter take your Advil with you because you will be 
throwing the A-rig, big jointed swimbaits and 
jerkbaits. These are a lot of work for the reward 
you are looking for.
     Most everyone has seen bedding fish on Fork 

at some point in time so the “where” in this equa-
tion lies just outside your aforementioned cove 
or drain in the open water. The key depth range 
will focus on 12-15ft. All through February, big 
bass will stage at key junctures at the mouths of 
pockets and play a waiting game with the wa-
ter temps that suit their liking. This is when you 
bring out the big guns to usher in the trophy bass 
that has long eluded you. As I mentioned above, 
the A-rig will be the go to strategy and it’s set 
up is all important to the trophy success. Every-
one has their favorite way to rig these umbrella 
monstrosities but common sense will lead you 
down the right path based upon the “where” you 
will be throwing it. Naturally, if you are in open 
water with no timber, the best rig would be to 
use a 3/16 ounce swimbait head and cover them 
with any five inch swimbait. As for colors, start 
with white and adjust from there. I found last 
year that dark colored baits worked better on a 
day to day basis. Arkansas Shiner, Dirty Sanchez 
and Houdini all performed well when using the 
Reaction Innovation Skinny Dippers. I will go as 
far to say that we had some great days using the 
Little Dippers instead of the five inch versions. It 
all comes down to what the fish want. Option two 
is to rig the A-rig with weedless swimbaits using 
belly weighted hooks. this will keep you out of 

trouble when casting into timber. Once rigged, I 
use 25lb P-line on a 5:1 gear ratio reel all loaded 
on a 7’11” TFO rod. This is a great launching pad 
for this heavy rig and it allows you to hurl it quite 
a ways. Once you make the cast, let it sink to the 
bottom, then retrieve it slowly back to the boat. A 
large bass will literaly knock the rod out of your 
hands. It’s a must do pattern in February.
     Big swimbaits will also play a huge roll this 
month, especially the expensive jointed baits. 
Swim or twitch them slowing in shallow water 
during the afternoons and hold on to your busi-
ness. Strikes can be vicious.  Other options to 
target bass would include using jigs, black/blue, 

(See Game Warden .......
Continued on Page 22-A)

to Take a Drink-- Two 
Val Verde County game 

Team, the wardens are 
investigating the acci-
dent.
--Not the Best Time 

lance waiting nearby. 
Together with the agen-
cy’s Forensics Recon-
struction and Mapping 

commonly used for 
smoking methamphet-
amines. As the warden 
walked out of the store, 
he saw the woman get 
into her car, which he 
noticed had an expired 
registration. The war-
den performed a traffic 
stop a few blocks from 
the store and discovered 
that her driver’s license 
was suspended, so he 
arrested her for driving 
while license is sus-
pended. The woman 
did not admit to having 
methamphetamines in 
the car or on her person. 
However, a female jailer 
found a bag of meth on 
the woman after search-
ing her.
--Toward the Smoke-- 
When three game war-
dens saw faint smoke 
rising on the horizon 
in Borden County, they 
called a nearby land-
owner to warn him 
about what they were 
seeing. The landowner 
informed the wardens 
he hadn’t scheduled any 
burns that day, so the 

wardens drove toward 
the smoke. Upon ar-
rival, they discovered a 
wildfire had started, and 
the winds were rapidly 
spreading the fire across 
a nearby ranch, burning 
closer and closer to oil 
well pumps and pow-
er lines. The wardens 
called county emergen-
cy officials, who were 
able to control the burn.
--Scientists Over-
board-- Two Terrell 
County game wardens 
and some deputy sher-
iffs responded to a 911 
call about a boating ac-
cident with injuries on 
the Rio Grande River. 
A university research 
group with several boats 
was coming down the 
river when one boat hit 
a submerged rock. The 
collision, which threw 
four of the boat’s five 
occupants overboard, 
resulted in two injuries. 
One injured researcher 
was airlifted to a nearby 
medical facility while 
the other injured person 
was driven to an ambu-

--Thanks for the Cour-
tesy Call-- A Gregg 
County game warden 
received a “courtesy 
call” from a landowner 
who said he and his 
group would be dove 
hunting a particular 
field later that evening. 
If the wardens received 
calls or complaints 
from neighbors about 
hearing gunshots, they 
shouldn’t worry, the 
landowner said. How-
ever, a few days earlier, 
the warden had discov-
ered fresh sunflower 
seeds on the same field 
the landowner said he 
would be hunting. The 
warden contacted the 
group and charged them 
with hunting migratory 
birds over bait and no 
hunter education and 
seized 47 doves.
--You Look a Little 
Nervous-- While in line 
to buy a beverage at a 
local convenience store, 
an Atascosa County 
game warden noticed 
the woman in line next 
to him bought a pipe 
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca * Amber  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

903-638-1170 

“Pack of Knowledge” Chatterbaits 101

(See Pack of Knowledge...Continued on Page 21-A)

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Fishermans One Stop
Presents: Chuck Rizuto

February 20th
Saturday 5 P.M. ~ 7 P.M
(Snacks & Dining Will Be Served)

Nationally known 
fly fisherman & 
instructor to the 
Lake Fork Area

SPRING SEASON OPENING
FRIDAY, MARCH 4TH AHEE!!

Many of Chuck’s Accomplishments
Include:

• Qualifying in 1986 for Classic on Lake Mead
• Fly Fishing Instructor for President Ronald 

Reagan.
• World Record Holder
    for Sail Fish on a fly    
    rod.
Affiliations Include: ESPN, 
Field & Stream, Fishing Ar-
ticles, & many other accom-
plishments. You can find him 
at Fishermans One Stop pro-
viding fishing information to 
area fishermen.

NEWEST Addition in Premium Lake Fork Lodging!

Check out our website www.sunriseonlakefork.com for more details call Mike 214-906-5583.

Completed in 2016 
and available for 
those looking for 
first class lodging 
in a relaxing atmo-
sphere with one of 
the most convenient 
locations on the 
lake. Located at the 
heart of Lake Fork 
next to Lake Fork 
Marina, a short 2-3 
minute walk from 
our large back deck. 
2 large bedrooms, 
covered and light-
ed “boat port” and 
much more!

By Andrew Grills

  If you happened to follow the Bassmaster Elite 
Series tournament results last year, you noticed 
that one lure dominated the first few events of the 
season. We had an unusually cold spring across 
most of the country, and this very effective cold-
water lure stepped back into the limelight. I’m 
talking about bladed swim jigs, or “chatterbaits”. 
A chatterbait can be one of the toughest lures to 
gain confidence in because you don’t get a lot of 

bites on it. It’s more of a quality over quantity 
compromise. 
  The chatterbait became wildly popular for the 
first few years of its existence. Tournament an-
glers and guides were clamoring to get their hands 
on them as huge tournament stringers were com-
ing out of bodies of water like Lake Okeechobee 
and the California Delta as a result of this bait. 
Then, it wasn’t long until you just didn’t hear that 
much about them anymore. Those of us here on 
Lake Fork know that the chatterbait never lost it’s 
big fish appeal. 
  One thing about the chatterbait that I cannot ful-
ly explain is it’s ability to trigger strikes from big 
fish... Really big fish. I have seen quite a few 9 and 
10 pound fish caught on this lure. It definitely is 
not the technique for catching under the slot tour-
nament fish, however. I believe there is something 
to the vibration of the bait that intimidates small 
bass, but triggers bigger fish to attack. 
  I like to throw a chatterbait in colder water, but it 
can work great during the summer as well. I prefer 
to fish it in stained or off-colored water because it 
just seems a little too gaudy in clear water. Wind 
blown areas where fish should be active, or where 
surface clarity is broken up are good areas to look 
for, but I have caught plenty of fish on it when 

there was no wind at all. The presence of aquatic 
vegetation such as hydrilla is always a huge bo-
nus, although fish will still eat them in areas where 
there isn’t any grass at all. 
  Bladed swim jigs are most commonly thought of 
as a shallow water presentation, but this year some 
heavy models have emerged to fish on deeper, off-
shore structure. For fishing cold water on Lake 
Fork, the 3/8 ounce and ½ ounce models cover 
all the bases. A 3/8 ounce chatterbait is perfect for 
depths down to 4ft, and the ½ ounce size is great 
for fishing down to 8ft or when implementing a 
faster retrieve.
  The most important part of  a chatterbait in my 
opinion, is the type of trailer you add to the lure. 
The original chatterbaits come with a twin tail 
trailer that may work fine, but there are some bet-
ter options out there. I like to use a Swimming 
Senko, a LFT Swimming Slug, or a LFT Live 
Magic Shad. I know fishermen who have good 
results using Super Flukes or Sweet Beavers as 
well. I have seen many occasions in my guiding 
experience where the trailer choice made all the 
difference.
  Rod, reel, and line choice are also very important 
when it comes to this technique. I prefer to use 

TPW Announces Lifetime License Winner
 One lucky person 
will never have to 
buy another Texas 
hunting or fishing li-
cense for the rest of 
his life.
  Fred Underwood of 
Dallas won the Tex-
as Parks and Wild-
life Department’s 
fall Lifetime License 
drawing for a Life-
time Super Combo 
License on Dec. 30, 
2015. The drawing 
package also includes 
a one-year subscrip-
tion to Texas Parks & 
Wildlife Magazine.
  “I never expected 
to win,” Underwood 
said. “I was just mak-
ing a donation to 
TPWD. It was a sur-
prise, but a welcome 
surprise.”

  He transferred the 
license to his son, 
Frederick Under-
wood.
  “My son is a regular 
hunter, and he’s very 
excited,” Underwood 
said. “We’re both 
very active in the 
field and really ap-
preciate what TPWD 
does.”
  All proceeds from 
the Lifetime License 
Drawing entry fees 
fund TPWD’s on-the-
ground conservation 
efforts that help make 
Texas one of the most 
popular places in the 
country to hunt and 
fish. The fall draw-
ing raised more than 
$60,000 to support 
Texas’ hunting and 
fishing programs, a 

nine percent increase 
from last year.
  Texas residents 
have another chance 
to win a lifetime li-
cense coming up on 
June 30. Entries are 
on sale now through 
June 27 and can be 
purchased anywhere 
fishing and hunting 
licenses are sold. 
Each entry costs $5, 
and participants may 
enter as many times 
as they wish.
  Visit the Lifetime 
License Drawing 
page for more infor-
mation, including 
contest drawing rules 
and how to purchase 
entries.

Keep Our Lake 
Clean
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

Waterfront and Water View RV Lots for Annual Lease
Caney Point RV Resort

903-474-1946 or 903-383-3295
Call About Our Special Priced Lots

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 50’ Level Concrete Pads, 

Full Hook-ups, Phone Lines, 50 Amp Electricity, 
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife

(Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

American Owned
Owner on Property

Call For A Tour Today!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Individual * Group • Corporate 
• Instructional & Beginner Trips

Michael McFarland
Lake Fork Guide Service

All Fishermen Welcome! Use the best rods, 
reels and tackle all provided and inclusive 
with this ad. Specializing in teaching, from 
the beginning basics all the way  through to  
the career pro level. High school team dis-
counts!!! Remember to take a kid fishing or 
hunting... there’s nothing more rewarding 
than the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan 
Your Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News” 
News or Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 or 

903-360-6994

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Hunters Reminded to Remove Duck
Blinds on Caddo Lake WMA
  The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
reminds hunters that 
the use of permanent 
duck blinds on the 
Caddo Lake Wildlife 
Management Area is 
prohibited at the con-
clusion of this season, 
which ended Sunday, 
Jan. 31. No permanent 
duck blinds will be per-
mitted on the area in 
the future.
  “This will make the 
entirety of the area 
more available to all 
public hunters and 
will provide waterfowl 
hunting opportuni-
ties consistent with all 
other WMAs,” TPWD 
Wildlife Division Di-
rector Clayton Wolf 
said. “Moving for-
ward, hunters can still 

boat or walk in, but no 
one hunter or group of 
hunters will have pref-
erential use of a spe-
cific area over others.”
  Individuals claiming 
existing duck blinds 
will have until March 
31, 2016 to remove 
blinds or blind materi-
als. Hunters are urged 
to take advantage of 
current lake levels to 
access those blinds. 
Individuals who are 
unsure if a duck blind 
is within the Caddo 
Lake WMA boundary, 
should contact the Re-
gion 3 office for assis-
tance (903) 566-1626 
ext. 221. GPS coordi-
nates of those struc-
tures are preferred for 
exact location purpos-
es, but not necessary.

  All permanent hunt-
ing blinds on Caddo 
Lake WMA that are not 
removed by March 31, 
2016 will be removed 
by TPWD.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:
The Fisherman's 

Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

By Terri Moon

      Spring excitement 
is in the air – it’s the 
first of February and 
72 degrees for a few 
days! (The tough 
part is the 20-30 mph 
winds) – But it still 
gets your “fishing 
fever” up! The water 
temperatures are run-
ning a little warmer 
than past years – right  
now it’s high 40’s and 
low 50’s. With those 
temperatures the 
spring migration isn’t 
far off! I just hope 
these milder tempera-
tures hang in here for 
a while!
  Our lake levels have 
finally stabilized to 
just  below pool stage 
after record high lev-
els. So conditions 
are lining up to be an 
awesome spring! We 
just need this darn 
wind to ease up on us 
a bit!
  The depths we are 
targeting right now 
are anywhere from 20 
to 35 ft. around creek 
channels and bends, 
between main lake 
points and secondary 
points. This is where 
my Lowrance HDS 
Systems are price-
less! You need to find 
the baitfish first – and 
the crappie won’t be 

far away! These fish 
are on the move – so 
some days you just 
have to look a little 
harder!
  The baits work-
ing for us have been 
Bobby Garland’s 
Electric Chicken or 
Blue Thunder and 
Lake Fork Tackles 
Live Baby Shad in 
blue and pearl or pink 
and white. Until the 
crappie get shallower 
and more aggressive, 
we are using a very 
SLOW presentation – 
slow motion – to NO 
motion.
  The White Bass and 
Yellow Bass are bit-
ing the same baits in 
25 to 35 ft. depths 
around bridges and 
road beds. Just bounce 
the baits off the bot-
tom and hold on!
  I hope you all get the 
chance to check out 
Lake Fork’s spring-
time crappie this year. 

Wish you all the best! 
  Love and prayers to 
my GREAT Aunt Dot 
wishing you a speedy 
recovery!
  Also, while I was in 
K.C. I stayed a night 
with good friends and 
that night their son’s 
house burned down 
destroying everything 
but the clothes on 
their backs and sadly 
no insurance. If any-
one would like to help 
these kids get back 
on their feet, there is 
a “GoFundMe” ac-
count set up at “Jar-
eb Salmons & Katie 
Minear – gofundme.
com”. I know how 
any help would be 
greatly appreciated!
  Last but not least – 
Happy 83rd birthday 
to my dad Bobby Car-
leton of Leesville, 
MO., – “Love and 
Hugs”!!

Fish Friendly
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Additional Information
For more information or for information on joining Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork visit our website

www.texastrailsbassmasters.com
Remove entry form below this line. Retain above portion for your records

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

33rd Semi-Annual Open Tournament
Mar. 12, 2016   *   Lake Fork, Texas

  Oak Ridge Marina * 2919 W. St. Hwy. 154 

1. Entry fee is $40.00 - late entry is $45.00.                                                      
2. Early entries must be postmarked by Mar. 5, 2016.                             
3. All entry fees must be paid before 6 a.m. Saturday, Mar. 12, 2016.                                                                                                                                  
4. Check in time: Friday, Oct. 23, 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. and 
Saturday,Oct. 24, 5 a.m. to 6 a.m. at Oakridge Marina.                                                                                              
5. To qualify, contestants must check in at tour-
nament headquarters before fishing.                                                                                                                 
6. Fishing hours will be 6:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (official clock 
at sign-in station). NO FISHING from midnight till start time.                                                                                      
7. Fishing will be done on Lake Fork only (trailering allowed).                                                                                             
8. Contestants must fish from a boat. No 
bank fishing or leaving the boat to land a fish.                                                                                                                
9. Life jackets must be worn any time their outboard motor is running.                                                                                                                            
10. All state, federal, and local laws must be obeyed or contestant and 
fish may be disqualified. No slot fish may be brought to weigh-in.                                                                                         
11. No one may have more than five (5) fish in their pos-
session at any time. Only one (1) may be 24” or greater.                                                                   
12. Largemouth bass 12” to 16” or 24” or greater in length may 
be weighed. No fish under 12” or between 16” and 24” will 
be weighed (or state law limits at the time of the tournament).                                                 
13. All fish must be caught on artificial bait by cast-
ing. (No trolling with gas engine). Pork trailer may be used.                                                                                       
14. Weigh-in starts at 3:00 p.m. (official clock at sign-
in). You must be in the weigh-in line by 3:30 p.m.                                                                       
15. All fish must be brought to the scales in weigh-in bags.                                                                              
16. No iced or frozen fish will be weighed. Ice 
may be added ONLY to aid in survival of fish.                                                                                                     
17. Each contestant will be responsible for weigh-
ing his or her own fish. (No pooling of fish).                                                                                                        
18. Dead fish at weigh-in will be penalized 1/2 (.5) pound. All fish 
weighed in become the property of Texas Trails Bassmasters and will 
be released (with the exception of trophy or dead fish).   

19. In the event of a tie for any position, prize money 
for that position and the following position will be com-
bined and evenly divided between the tying contestants.                                                                                                                                 
20. Contestants may not have served as a compensat-
ed guide on Lake Fork 30 days prior to this tournament.                                                                  
21. Contestants may fished with a guide on Lake Fork  
prior to the day before fishing this TTB tournament.                                                                                                
22. Use of ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES or CON-
TROLLED DRUGS are prohibited during tournament 
hours. Prescription drug use should be declared at sign-in.                                                                                           
23. Anyone who has ever been disqualified for cheat-
ing or misconduct from any tournament is ineligible to fish.                                                                                    
24. Any contestant who violates any rule may be disqualified. Any 
act of a competitor, verbal or physical, that reflects unfavorably 
upon Texas Trails Bassmasters effort to promote fishing, conserva-
tion, clean waters, courtesy or safety shall be reason for disqualifica-
tion from this and all future Texas Trails Bassmasters tournaments.                                                                                                              
25. Parent or guardian must accom-
pany contestants under 18 years of age.                                                                                                                            
26. All protests must be registered in writing with the tourna-
ment judges within 15 minutes after designated weigh-in time. 
All decisions of the tournament judges will be final in all 
matters. Anyone protesting the outcome of an Open tourna-
ment will have to pay for any additional polygraph test given.                                                                                              
27. All boats must be 8 feet in length or longer. An aer-
ated live well is recommended to aid in fish survival for 
live release. Anglers cannot leave boat to land a fish.                                                                                                  
28. All contestants are responsible to have read these rules 
and must agree to abide by them (by signing the entry form) 
while competing in this Texas Trails Bassmasters event.                                                                                       
29. Contestants will be subject to polygraph test. Failure to take and/or 
pass such a test will result in disqualification.

Entry fee of $40 must accompany mailed entry and must be postmarked on or before Mar. 5, 2016 to Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters, 538 PR 5861, Yantis, TX 75497, or you may pay $45 at tournament headquarters before starting time of tournament. 
$10 extra for Big Bass (optional). Print clearly.

Entry Application

Name________________________________________________________________________                                    

Email________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________State_____________Zip_________________ 
Having read and understood the tournament rules, by my signature I agree to accept all decisions of the judges as 
final. By my signature I waive, release and hold harmless all members, officials and sponsors of any and all alleged 
liabilities to me and/or my equipment.

Contestant Signature__________________________________________________________

Minor’s release: Signed by________________________________________Parent/Guardian

TTB USE ONLY

Entry #___________

EntryFee_________

Big Bass__________

Cash_____Ck#_____

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork

Guaranteed Pay-Out Based on 100 Entries
Drawings will be held after weigh-in for door prizes

1st Place                $1,040.00
2nd Place                  $780.00
3rd Place                $520.00
4th Place                   $260.00
5th thru 10th Place  $100.00

There will be a big bass pot ~ $10 per person entry
Big Bass will pay Three (3) places. (Based on 100 entries)

1st Place                $500.00
2nd Place               $300.00
3rd Place             $200.00

80%
Payback 100%

Payback

903-878-2529Texas Trails

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With “The Fisher-
man’s Guide News” News or Photos 

Send to fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 or 

903-360-6994

Fly Fish Texas March 12 at Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center
  Learn to t ie a fly,  cast  a f ly and catch a 
fish all  in one day during the annual Fly 
Fish Texas event at  the Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center March 12.
  Throughout the day, experienced fly-
tiers will  be demonstrating and teaching 
fly-tying in the Anglers Pavilion on a 
one-on-one basis.  In addition, group in-
struction on rigging for trout and making 
your own leaders will  be offered in the 
Conservation Center classroom.
  Morning and afternoon classes lead-
ing to basic fly-fisher certif ication will 
be conducted by the Dallas Fly Fishers. 
Reservations are required for this course; 
call  (903) 676-2277 to register.
  Seminars on various topics will  begin at 
10:00 a.m. in the Anheuser-Busch Dive 
Theater in the Visitor Center and will 
continue throughout the day. Topics in-
clude taking care of fly-fishing equip-
ment,  f ishing in northern New Mexico, 

mobili ty-impaired fly-fishing and fl ies 
for warm-water fly-fishing.
Beginning casting instruction will  take 
place continuously in the Conservation 
Center parking lot  from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Also presented all  day will  be ven-
dor booths in the Conservation Center 
Room A.
  In the Conservation Center Room B, 
attend fly-fishing 101 at  10:00 a.m. and 
learn about essential  f l ies for Texas fresh 
water at  11:00 a.m. Other sessions will 
focus on fishing the Llano River,  single- 
and double-hand casting, f ly-fishing af-
ter f looding events and urban fly-fishing.
  Outdoor presentations will  take place 
beside the casting pond beginning at 
10:00 a.m. and include identifying aquat-
ic organisms of interest  to fly-fishers, 
f ly-fishing kayak style and a demonstra-
t ion of old and new types of fly rods.
  Do-it-yourself  f ly-fishing for rainbow 

trout,  sunfish and catfish will  be avail-
able all  day in TFFC’s ponds and streams.
  Food service will  be available onsite, 
or attendees may bring a picnic.  TFFC’s 
regularly scheduled dive shows will  take 
place in the dive theater at  11:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 p.m. and will  be followed by 
tram tours of the hatchery.
  A complete schedule of the day’s ac-
tivit ies can be found at  http:/ / tpwd.texas.
gov/spdes t /v is i torcenters / t ffc /v is i t / spe-
cialevents/flyfishtx/schedule.phtml.  All 
Fly Fish Texas activit ies are free with 
regular paid admission to the center.
  
  Event sponsors include Sabine River 
Authority,  Dallas Fly Fishers,  Temple 
Fork Outfi t ters,  Orvis -  Dallas,  Holiday 
Inn Express Hotel  and Suites --  Athens, 
Friends of TFFC, Danny’s Smokehouse 
Bar-B-Que, First  State Bank and Red Hat 
Rentals.

New Texas Farm and Ranch Lands Conservation Council Holds Inaugural Meeting
  Armed with $2 million in legislative appro-
priations to help bring more of the state’s high-
value working farm and ranch lands under long 
term conservation protection, the Texas Farm and 

Ranch Lands Conservation Council held its in-
augural meeting under the administration of the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.
  The goal of the Texas Farm and Ranch Lands 

Conservation Program (TFRLCP) is conservation 
of working lands with high values for water, fish 
and wildlife, and agricultural production, espe-
cially lands at risk of development. The program 
supports TPWD’s mission to encourage steward-
ship of private working lands for conservation of 
natural resources. TPWD objectives within this 
program include generating interest and aware-
ness among land trusts and landowners, attracting 
significant numbers of qualified applicants, and 
leveraging the available money to fund as many 
high quality projects as possible.
  Texas HB1925 (companion bill SB1597) trans-
ferred the TFRLCP from the Texas General Land 
Office where it has been since it was established 
by the legislature in 2005 to TPWD effective Jan-
uary 1, 2016. With guidance from the Texas Farm 
and Ranch Lands Conservation Council, TPWD 
staff has adopted components for the grants pro-
cess, including grant cycle timelines and selection 
criteria.
  Texas leads the nation in the loss and conversion 
of working farm and ranch lands. TFRLCP hopes 
to stem the tide by providing grant funds to pur-
chase long term conservation easements on high 
value working lands. To date, Texas land trusts, 
which serve as the brokers for conservation ease-
ments, have brought more than 1.6 million acres 
of working lands into long term protection from 
development.
  The Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) uses funding from the federal Farm Bill 
to purchase conservation easement rights and re-
ceived a record 11 grant applications for consider-
ation during the most recent application cycle that 
ended January 15, 2016. Qualifying projects may 
be eligible to meet their NRCS match requirement 
using TFRLCP funding. The Council anticipates 
considering several projects that meet the require-
ments of both programs. The first TFRLCP grant 
application cycle is currently open. The deadline 
to apply for consideration by the Council at its 
March 2 meeting is February 19. Potential appli-
cants who are not seeking 2016 NRCS matching 
funds or may not be able to meet the February 19 
deadline are still encouraged to submit their appli-
cations to TPWD to demonstrate their interest and 
the need for continued funding for the Program. 
More information about the TFRLCP is available 
online at http://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/land/
private/farm-and-ranch/ or contact TPWD by 
email at TexasFarmandRanch@tpwd.texas.gov .

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

David Kantor

"Happy Birthday"
Pops!!

Tom Larkin
Dallas, TX.,

JohnTatum, Grapevine, w/son 
Mason & buddy Terry "Shrek"

Randy Stewart
McKinney, TX.,

Jimmy Marshall
Allen, TX.,

Audie Long
Dallas, TX.,

Lynn Roler,
Ft. Worth, TX
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

• Capacity rating 400 lbs.  web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

Proud Sponsor of the “12th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
•  No more sl ipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer 
fenders with your shoes
• No more worrying about 
loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when 
entering and exiting
• Has a srong and durable 
powder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

Endorsed By:

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most 
bay, center console, & high 
bow pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that 

fits most swing-away 
tongue.

The ESS-3
A 3 step model that fits most 

air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
& pleasure boat trailers.

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 

ESS-3SA model 
on his New 

Legend
211-Alpha.” 

2012 BASSMASTER CLASSIC
CHAMPION ~ CHRIS LANE

Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Help Keep Our
Lake Clean

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional 
Guide

John Morris
Phone: (903) 413-6919         
Email: 
    bassmr@geusnet.com
web: 
    www.jmguideservice.com

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

Texas State-Fish Art Contest Seeks Entries
  The Texas State-Fish 
Art Contest, head-
quartered at the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries 

Center (TFFC), re-
minds Texas teachers 
and students that the 
deadline for entries in 

the 2016 State-Fish Art 
Contest is March 31, 
2016.
  The contest is open 

to any student in pub-
lic, private or home 
schools in grades K-12. 
Students must draw or 
paint any recognized 
state fish. Complete 
contest details and en-
try forms can be found 
at www.tpwd.texas.
gov/fishart.
  The Toyota Texas 
Bass Classic (TTBC) 
provides funds for 
scholarships for first-, 
second- and third-place 
Texas winners in each 
of the four grade-level 
divisions. First place 
in grades 10-12 wins 

$1,000; second place $750; third place $500. Priz-
es in the K-3, 4-6 and 7-9 grade levels are $100 
for first; $75 for second; $50 for third. Student art 
from the Texas contest is featured on TTBC tick-
ets. The next TTBC will take place on Lake Ray 
Roberts in May 2016.
  Additional support for the Texas contest is pro-
vided by the William E. Armentrout Foundation 
and Friends of the Texas Freshwater Fisheries 
Center.
  The Texas State-Fish Art Contest is part of Wild-
life Forever’s State-Fish Art Contest. The TTBC 
also provides a travel allowance for Texas first-
place winners and their families to attend the na-
tional awards ceremony.
  Educators who wish to have their students enter 
the contest can download the free “State-Fish Art 
Contest Lesson Plan” at www.statefishart.com.   
The interdisciplinary curriculum includes lessons 
and activities, a species identification section pro-
filing each state fish, a glossary and student work-
sheets.
  Located in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota, Wildlife 
Forever is a non-profit multi-species conservation 
organization dedicated to conserving America’s 
wildlife heritage. Working at the grassroots level, 
Wildlife Forever has funded conservation projects 
in all 50 states, committing millions of dollars to 
“on-the-ground” efforts. Wildlife Forever sup-
ports habitat restoration and enhancement, land 
acquisition, research and management of fish and 
wildlife populations.
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ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

“All Newly Remodeled!”

We Now Fill Propane Bottles
Entry Forms Now Available At All Local 

Businesses or online:
www.legendoflakefork.com

or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on 
Mailing List!!

12th Annual Legend
Of Lake Fork

Big Bass Tournament
May 13, 14, 15, 2016

$320,000
Guaranteed In 
Cash & Prizes

All Boats, Makes & 
Models Welcome!!

Game Warden Field Notes

(See Game Warden Field Notes..Continued on Page 19-A)

  The following items are compiled from recent 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department law enforce-
ment reports.
--Gone and Clearly Forgotten--A Cooke Coun-
ty game warden was checking hunters in a public 
hunting area when a hunter asked her about a vehi-
cle he had seen in a nearby creek. The warden went 
to investigate and found a 2015 Ford truck stuck 
in a creek. It looked like it had been abandoned 
for a while and had the stereo missing. A computer 

check showed the vehicle was reported stolen out 
of another county. The warden notified the sheriff’s 
office in that county, and they recovered the vehi-
cle. Since the truck seemed to have only been in 
the creek for about two weeks, further investigation 
might be conducted to find the suspect.
--”Too Good for the Wardens to Catch”---
A Henderson County game warden received an 
Operation Game Thief call about a person who had 
shot a deer at night and tossed it into the woods 

near his own residence. The warden contacted the 
individual who shot the deer, though he said he 
didn’t shoot any deer. His friends were just mad at 
him and making false claims, he said. The warden 
searched the area but was not able to find a deer 
or any evidence of hunting activity. However, the 
next day, the warden got another call from anoth-
er person who overheard the suspect say he was 
“too good for the wardens to catch.” The warden 
requested the help of another warden and his K9, 
who quickly found a fresh deer carcass near the 
suspect’s house. Once the deer was brought back 
up to the patrol units, the suspect admitted to killing 
the deer a few days earlier. He lied because he was 
afraid he was going to get in trouble, he said.
--Hunting Next to Bait--A Gregg County game 
warden and a Smith County warden contacted a 
group of individuals hunting dove along a barbed 
wire fence where hen scratch was placed for bait. 
Upon contact, the upset landowner argued that he 
intentionally fenced off the baited field from the 
rest of his property. When the game wardens in-
formed him of his violations, he said he should not 
be cited for hunting over bait, but rather next to bait 
because his group stayed outside the barbed wire 
fence. The wardens seized multiple birds and the 
individuals were charged with hunting migratory 
birds over (next to) bait.
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ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

“All Newly Remodeled!”

We Now Fill Propane Bottles
Entry Forms Now Available At All Local 

Businesses or online:
www.legendoflakefork.com

or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on 
Mailing List!!

12th Annual Legend
Of Lake Fork

Big Bass Tournament
May 13, 14, 15, 2016

$320,000
Guaranteed In 
Cash & Prizes

All Boats, Makes & 
Models Welcome!!

Game Warden Field Notes

(See Game Warden Field Notes..Continued on Page 19-A)

  The following items are compiled from recent 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department law enforce-
ment reports.
--Gone and Clearly Forgotten--A Cooke Coun-
ty game warden was checking hunters in a public 
hunting area when a hunter asked her about a vehi-
cle he had seen in a nearby creek. The warden went 
to investigate and found a 2015 Ford truck stuck 
in a creek. It looked like it had been abandoned 
for a while and had the stereo missing. A computer 

check showed the vehicle was reported stolen out 
of another county. The warden notified the sheriff’s 
office in that county, and they recovered the vehi-
cle. Since the truck seemed to have only been in 
the creek for about two weeks, further investigation 
might be conducted to find the suspect.
--”Too Good for the Wardens to Catch”---
A Henderson County game warden received an 
Operation Game Thief call about a person who had 
shot a deer at night and tossed it into the woods 

near his own residence. The warden contacted the 
individual who shot the deer, though he said he 
didn’t shoot any deer. His friends were just mad at 
him and making false claims, he said. The warden 
searched the area but was not able to find a deer 
or any evidence of hunting activity. However, the 
next day, the warden got another call from anoth-
er person who overheard the suspect say he was 
“too good for the wardens to catch.” The warden 
requested the help of another warden and his K9, 
who quickly found a fresh deer carcass near the 
suspect’s house. Once the deer was brought back 
up to the patrol units, the suspect admitted to killing 
the deer a few days earlier. He lied because he was 
afraid he was going to get in trouble, he said.
--Hunting Next to Bait--A Gregg County game 
warden and a Smith County warden contacted a 
group of individuals hunting dove along a barbed 
wire fence where hen scratch was placed for bait. 
Upon contact, the upset landowner argued that he 
intentionally fenced off the baited field from the 
rest of his property. When the game wardens in-
formed him of his violations, he said he should not 
be cited for hunting over bait, but rather next to bait 
because his group stayed outside the barbed wire 
fence. The wardens seized multiple birds and the 
individuals were charged with hunting migratory 
birds over (next to) bait.
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

• Capacity rating 400 lbs.  web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

Proud Sponsor of the “12th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
•  No more sl ipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer 
fenders with your shoes
• No more worrying about 
loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when 
entering and exiting
• Has a srong and durable 
powder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

Endorsed By:

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most 
bay, center console, & high 
bow pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that 

fits most swing-away 
tongue.

The ESS-3
A 3 step model that fits most 

air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
& pleasure boat trailers.

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 

ESS-3SA model 
on his New 

Legend
211-Alpha.” 

2012 BASSMASTER CLASSIC
CHAMPION ~ CHRIS LANE

Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Help Keep Our
Lake Clean

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional 
Guide

John Morris
Phone: (903) 413-6919         
Email: 
    bassmr@geusnet.com
web: 
    www.jmguideservice.com

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

Texas State-Fish Art Contest Seeks Entries
  The Texas State-Fish 
Art Contest, head-
quartered at the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries 

Center (TFFC), re-
minds Texas teachers 
and students that the 
deadline for entries in 

the 2016 State-Fish Art 
Contest is March 31, 
2016.
  The contest is open 

to any student in pub-
lic, private or home 
schools in grades K-12. 
Students must draw or 
paint any recognized 
state fish. Complete 
contest details and en-
try forms can be found 
at www.tpwd.texas.
gov/fishart.
  The Toyota Texas 
Bass Classic (TTBC) 
provides funds for 
scholarships for first-, 
second- and third-place 
Texas winners in each 
of the four grade-level 
divisions. First place 
in grades 10-12 wins 

$1,000; second place $750; third place $500. Priz-
es in the K-3, 4-6 and 7-9 grade levels are $100 
for first; $75 for second; $50 for third. Student art 
from the Texas contest is featured on TTBC tick-
ets. The next TTBC will take place on Lake Ray 
Roberts in May 2016.
  Additional support for the Texas contest is pro-
vided by the William E. Armentrout Foundation 
and Friends of the Texas Freshwater Fisheries 
Center.
  The Texas State-Fish Art Contest is part of Wild-
life Forever’s State-Fish Art Contest. The TTBC 
also provides a travel allowance for Texas first-
place winners and their families to attend the na-
tional awards ceremony.
  Educators who wish to have their students enter 
the contest can download the free “State-Fish Art 
Contest Lesson Plan” at www.statefishart.com.   
The interdisciplinary curriculum includes lessons 
and activities, a species identification section pro-
filing each state fish, a glossary and student work-
sheets.
  Located in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota, Wildlife 
Forever is a non-profit multi-species conservation 
organization dedicated to conserving America’s 
wildlife heritage. Working at the grassroots level, 
Wildlife Forever has funded conservation projects 
in all 50 states, committing millions of dollars to 
“on-the-ground” efforts. Wildlife Forever sup-
ports habitat restoration and enhancement, land 
acquisition, research and management of fish and 
wildlife populations.
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Additional Information
For more information or for information on joining Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork visit our website

www.texastrailsbassmasters.com
Remove entry form below this line. Retain above portion for your records

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

33rd Semi-Annual Open Tournament
Mar. 12, 2016   *   Lake Fork, Texas

  Oak Ridge Marina * 2919 W. St. Hwy. 154 

1. Entry fee is $40.00 - late entry is $45.00.                                                      
2. Early entries must be postmarked by Mar. 5, 2016.                             
3. All entry fees must be paid before 6 a.m. Saturday, Mar. 12, 2016.                                                                                                                                  
4. Check in time: Friday, Oct. 23, 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. and 
Saturday,Oct. 24, 5 a.m. to 6 a.m. at Oakridge Marina.                                                                                              
5. To qualify, contestants must check in at tour-
nament headquarters before fishing.                                                                                                                 
6. Fishing hours will be 6:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (official clock 
at sign-in station). NO FISHING from midnight till start time.                                                                                      
7. Fishing will be done on Lake Fork only (trailering allowed).                                                                                             
8. Contestants must fish from a boat. No 
bank fishing or leaving the boat to land a fish.                                                                                                                
9. Life jackets must be worn any time their outboard motor is running.                                                                                                                            
10. All state, federal, and local laws must be obeyed or contestant and 
fish may be disqualified. No slot fish may be brought to weigh-in.                                                                                         
11. No one may have more than five (5) fish in their pos-
session at any time. Only one (1) may be 24” or greater.                                                                   
12. Largemouth bass 12” to 16” or 24” or greater in length may 
be weighed. No fish under 12” or between 16” and 24” will 
be weighed (or state law limits at the time of the tournament).                                                 
13. All fish must be caught on artificial bait by cast-
ing. (No trolling with gas engine). Pork trailer may be used.                                                                                       
14. Weigh-in starts at 3:00 p.m. (official clock at sign-
in). You must be in the weigh-in line by 3:30 p.m.                                                                       
15. All fish must be brought to the scales in weigh-in bags.                                                                              
16. No iced or frozen fish will be weighed. Ice 
may be added ONLY to aid in survival of fish.                                                                                                     
17. Each contestant will be responsible for weigh-
ing his or her own fish. (No pooling of fish).                                                                                                        
18. Dead fish at weigh-in will be penalized 1/2 (.5) pound. All fish 
weighed in become the property of Texas Trails Bassmasters and will 
be released (with the exception of trophy or dead fish).   

19. In the event of a tie for any position, prize money 
for that position and the following position will be com-
bined and evenly divided between the tying contestants.                                                                                                                                 
20. Contestants may not have served as a compensat-
ed guide on Lake Fork 30 days prior to this tournament.                                                                  
21. Contestants may fished with a guide on Lake Fork  
prior to the day before fishing this TTB tournament.                                                                                                
22. Use of ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES or CON-
TROLLED DRUGS are prohibited during tournament 
hours. Prescription drug use should be declared at sign-in.                                                                                           
23. Anyone who has ever been disqualified for cheat-
ing or misconduct from any tournament is ineligible to fish.                                                                                    
24. Any contestant who violates any rule may be disqualified. Any 
act of a competitor, verbal or physical, that reflects unfavorably 
upon Texas Trails Bassmasters effort to promote fishing, conserva-
tion, clean waters, courtesy or safety shall be reason for disqualifica-
tion from this and all future Texas Trails Bassmasters tournaments.                                                                                                              
25. Parent or guardian must accom-
pany contestants under 18 years of age.                                                                                                                            
26. All protests must be registered in writing with the tourna-
ment judges within 15 minutes after designated weigh-in time. 
All decisions of the tournament judges will be final in all 
matters. Anyone protesting the outcome of an Open tourna-
ment will have to pay for any additional polygraph test given.                                                                                              
27. All boats must be 8 feet in length or longer. An aer-
ated live well is recommended to aid in fish survival for 
live release. Anglers cannot leave boat to land a fish.                                                                                                  
28. All contestants are responsible to have read these rules 
and must agree to abide by them (by signing the entry form) 
while competing in this Texas Trails Bassmasters event.                                                                                       
29. Contestants will be subject to polygraph test. Failure to take and/or 
pass such a test will result in disqualification.

Entry fee of $40 must accompany mailed entry and must be postmarked on or before Mar. 5, 2016 to Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters, 538 PR 5861, Yantis, TX 75497, or you may pay $45 at tournament headquarters before starting time of tournament. 
$10 extra for Big Bass (optional). Print clearly.

Entry Application

Name________________________________________________________________________                                    

Email________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________State_____________Zip_________________ 
Having read and understood the tournament rules, by my signature I agree to accept all decisions of the judges as 
final. By my signature I waive, release and hold harmless all members, officials and sponsors of any and all alleged 
liabilities to me and/or my equipment.

Contestant Signature__________________________________________________________

Minor’s release: Signed by________________________________________Parent/Guardian

TTB USE ONLY

Entry #___________

EntryFee_________

Big Bass__________

Cash_____Ck#_____

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork

Guaranteed Pay-Out Based on 100 Entries
Drawings will be held after weigh-in for door prizes

1st Place                $1,040.00
2nd Place                  $780.00
3rd Place                $520.00
4th Place                   $260.00
5th thru 10th Place  $100.00

There will be a big bass pot ~ $10 per person entry
Big Bass will pay Three (3) places. (Based on 100 entries)

1st Place                $500.00
2nd Place               $300.00
3rd Place             $200.00

80%
Payback 100%

Payback

903-878-2529Texas Trails

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With “The Fisher-
man’s Guide News” News or Photos 

Send to fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 or 

903-360-6994

Fly Fish Texas March 12 at Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center
  Learn to t ie a fly,  cast  a f ly and catch a 
fish all  in one day during the annual Fly 
Fish Texas event at  the Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center March 12.
  Throughout the day, experienced fly-
tiers will  be demonstrating and teaching 
fly-tying in the Anglers Pavilion on a 
one-on-one basis.  In addition, group in-
struction on rigging for trout and making 
your own leaders will  be offered in the 
Conservation Center classroom.
  Morning and afternoon classes lead-
ing to basic fly-fisher certif ication will 
be conducted by the Dallas Fly Fishers. 
Reservations are required for this course; 
call  (903) 676-2277 to register.
  Seminars on various topics will  begin at 
10:00 a.m. in the Anheuser-Busch Dive 
Theater in the Visitor Center and will 
continue throughout the day. Topics in-
clude taking care of fly-fishing equip-
ment,  f ishing in northern New Mexico, 

mobili ty-impaired fly-fishing and fl ies 
for warm-water fly-fishing.
Beginning casting instruction will  take 
place continuously in the Conservation 
Center parking lot  from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Also presented all  day will  be ven-
dor booths in the Conservation Center 
Room A.
  In the Conservation Center Room B, 
attend fly-fishing 101 at  10:00 a.m. and 
learn about essential  f l ies for Texas fresh 
water at  11:00 a.m. Other sessions will 
focus on fishing the Llano River,  single- 
and double-hand casting, f ly-fishing af-
ter f looding events and urban fly-fishing.
  Outdoor presentations will  take place 
beside the casting pond beginning at 
10:00 a.m. and include identifying aquat-
ic organisms of interest  to fly-fishers, 
f ly-fishing kayak style and a demonstra-
t ion of old and new types of fly rods.
  Do-it-yourself  f ly-fishing for rainbow 

trout,  sunfish and catfish will  be avail-
able all  day in TFFC’s ponds and streams.
  Food service will  be available onsite, 
or attendees may bring a picnic.  TFFC’s 
regularly scheduled dive shows will  take 
place in the dive theater at  11:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 p.m. and will  be followed by 
tram tours of the hatchery.
  A complete schedule of the day’s ac-
tivit ies can be found at  http:/ / tpwd.texas.
gov/spdes t /v is i torcenters / t ffc /v is i t / spe-
cialevents/flyfishtx/schedule.phtml.  All 
Fly Fish Texas activit ies are free with 
regular paid admission to the center.
  
  Event sponsors include Sabine River 
Authority,  Dallas Fly Fishers,  Temple 
Fork Outfi t ters,  Orvis -  Dallas,  Holiday 
Inn Express Hotel  and Suites --  Athens, 
Friends of TFFC, Danny’s Smokehouse 
Bar-B-Que, First  State Bank and Red Hat 
Rentals.

New Texas Farm and Ranch Lands Conservation Council Holds Inaugural Meeting
  Armed with $2 million in legislative appro-
priations to help bring more of the state’s high-
value working farm and ranch lands under long 
term conservation protection, the Texas Farm and 

Ranch Lands Conservation Council held its in-
augural meeting under the administration of the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.
  The goal of the Texas Farm and Ranch Lands 

Conservation Program (TFRLCP) is conservation 
of working lands with high values for water, fish 
and wildlife, and agricultural production, espe-
cially lands at risk of development. The program 
supports TPWD’s mission to encourage steward-
ship of private working lands for conservation of 
natural resources. TPWD objectives within this 
program include generating interest and aware-
ness among land trusts and landowners, attracting 
significant numbers of qualified applicants, and 
leveraging the available money to fund as many 
high quality projects as possible.
  Texas HB1925 (companion bill SB1597) trans-
ferred the TFRLCP from the Texas General Land 
Office where it has been since it was established 
by the legislature in 2005 to TPWD effective Jan-
uary 1, 2016. With guidance from the Texas Farm 
and Ranch Lands Conservation Council, TPWD 
staff has adopted components for the grants pro-
cess, including grant cycle timelines and selection 
criteria.
  Texas leads the nation in the loss and conversion 
of working farm and ranch lands. TFRLCP hopes 
to stem the tide by providing grant funds to pur-
chase long term conservation easements on high 
value working lands. To date, Texas land trusts, 
which serve as the brokers for conservation ease-
ments, have brought more than 1.6 million acres 
of working lands into long term protection from 
development.
  The Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) uses funding from the federal Farm Bill 
to purchase conservation easement rights and re-
ceived a record 11 grant applications for consider-
ation during the most recent application cycle that 
ended January 15, 2016. Qualifying projects may 
be eligible to meet their NRCS match requirement 
using TFRLCP funding. The Council anticipates 
considering several projects that meet the require-
ments of both programs. The first TFRLCP grant 
application cycle is currently open. The deadline 
to apply for consideration by the Council at its 
March 2 meeting is February 19. Potential appli-
cants who are not seeking 2016 NRCS matching 
funds or may not be able to meet the February 19 
deadline are still encouraged to submit their appli-
cations to TPWD to demonstrate their interest and 
the need for continued funding for the Program. 
More information about the TFRLCP is available 
online at http://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/land/
private/farm-and-ranch/ or contact TPWD by 
email at TexasFarmandRanch@tpwd.texas.gov .

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

David Kantor

"Happy Birthday"
Pops!!

Tom Larkin
Dallas, TX.,

JohnTatum, Grapevine, w/son 
Mason & buddy Terry "Shrek"

Randy Stewart
McKinney, TX.,

Jimmy Marshall
Allen, TX.,

Audie Long
Dallas, TX.,

Lynn Roler,
Ft. Worth, TX
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

Waterfront and Water View RV Lots for Annual Lease
Caney Point RV Resort

903-474-1946 or 903-383-3295
Call About Our Special Priced Lots

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 50’ Level Concrete Pads, 

Full Hook-ups, Phone Lines, 50 Amp Electricity, 
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife

(Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

American Owned
Owner on Property

Call For A Tour Today!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Individual * Group • Corporate 
• Instructional & Beginner Trips

Michael McFarland
Lake Fork Guide Service

All Fishermen Welcome! Use the best rods, 
reels and tackle all provided and inclusive 
with this ad. Specializing in teaching, from 
the beginning basics all the way  through to  
the career pro level. High school team dis-
counts!!! Remember to take a kid fishing or 
hunting... there’s nothing more rewarding 
than the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan 
Your Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News” 
News or Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 or 

903-360-6994

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Hunters Reminded to Remove Duck
Blinds on Caddo Lake WMA
  The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
reminds hunters that 
the use of permanent 
duck blinds on the 
Caddo Lake Wildlife 
Management Area is 
prohibited at the con-
clusion of this season, 
which ended Sunday, 
Jan. 31. No permanent 
duck blinds will be per-
mitted on the area in 
the future.
  “This will make the 
entirety of the area 
more available to all 
public hunters and 
will provide waterfowl 
hunting opportuni-
ties consistent with all 
other WMAs,” TPWD 
Wildlife Division Di-
rector Clayton Wolf 
said. “Moving for-
ward, hunters can still 

boat or walk in, but no 
one hunter or group of 
hunters will have pref-
erential use of a spe-
cific area over others.”
  Individuals claiming 
existing duck blinds 
will have until March 
31, 2016 to remove 
blinds or blind materi-
als. Hunters are urged 
to take advantage of 
current lake levels to 
access those blinds. 
Individuals who are 
unsure if a duck blind 
is within the Caddo 
Lake WMA boundary, 
should contact the Re-
gion 3 office for assis-
tance (903) 566-1626 
ext. 221. GPS coordi-
nates of those struc-
tures are preferred for 
exact location purpos-
es, but not necessary.

  All permanent hunt-
ing blinds on Caddo 
Lake WMA that are not 
removed by March 31, 
2016 will be removed 
by TPWD.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:
The Fisherman's 

Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

By Terri Moon

      Spring excitement 
is in the air – it’s the 
first of February and 
72 degrees for a few 
days! (The tough 
part is the 20-30 mph 
winds) – But it still 
gets your “fishing 
fever” up! The water 
temperatures are run-
ning a little warmer 
than past years – right  
now it’s high 40’s and 
low 50’s. With those 
temperatures the 
spring migration isn’t 
far off! I just hope 
these milder tempera-
tures hang in here for 
a while!
  Our lake levels have 
finally stabilized to 
just  below pool stage 
after record high lev-
els. So conditions 
are lining up to be an 
awesome spring! We 
just need this darn 
wind to ease up on us 
a bit!
  The depths we are 
targeting right now 
are anywhere from 20 
to 35 ft. around creek 
channels and bends, 
between main lake 
points and secondary 
points. This is where 
my Lowrance HDS 
Systems are price-
less! You need to find 
the baitfish first – and 
the crappie won’t be 

far away! These fish 
are on the move – so 
some days you just 
have to look a little 
harder!
  The baits work-
ing for us have been 
Bobby Garland’s 
Electric Chicken or 
Blue Thunder and 
Lake Fork Tackles 
Live Baby Shad in 
blue and pearl or pink 
and white. Until the 
crappie get shallower 
and more aggressive, 
we are using a very 
SLOW presentation – 
slow motion – to NO 
motion.
  The White Bass and 
Yellow Bass are bit-
ing the same baits in 
25 to 35 ft. depths 
around bridges and 
road beds. Just bounce 
the baits off the bot-
tom and hold on!
  I hope you all get the 
chance to check out 
Lake Fork’s spring-
time crappie this year. 

Wish you all the best! 
  Love and prayers to 
my GREAT Aunt Dot 
wishing you a speedy 
recovery!
  Also, while I was in 
K.C. I stayed a night 
with good friends and 
that night their son’s 
house burned down 
destroying everything 
but the clothes on 
their backs and sadly 
no insurance. If any-
one would like to help 
these kids get back 
on their feet, there is 
a “GoFundMe” ac-
count set up at “Jar-
eb Salmons & Katie 
Minear – gofundme.
com”. I know how 
any help would be 
greatly appreciated!
  Last but not least – 
Happy 83rd birthday 
to my dad Bobby Car-
leton of Leesville, 
MO., – “Love and 
Hugs”!!

Fish Friendly
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca * Amber  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

903-638-1170 

“Pack of Knowledge” Chatterbaits 101

(See Pack of Knowledge...Continued on Page 21-A)

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Fishermans One Stop
Presents: Chuck Rizuto

February 20th
Saturday 5 P.M. ~ 7 P.M
(Snacks & Dining Will Be Served)

Nationally known 
fly fisherman & 
instructor to the 
Lake Fork Area

SPRING SEASON OPENING
FRIDAY, MARCH 4TH AHEE!!

Many of Chuck’s Accomplishments
Include:

• Qualifying in 1986 for Classic on Lake Mead
• Fly Fishing Instructor for President Ronald 

Reagan.
• World Record Holder
    for Sail Fish on a fly    
    rod.
Affiliations Include: ESPN, 
Field & Stream, Fishing Ar-
ticles, & many other accom-
plishments. You can find him 
at Fishermans One Stop pro-
viding fishing information to 
area fishermen.

NEWEST Addition in Premium Lake Fork Lodging!

Check out our website www.sunriseonlakefork.com for more details call Mike 214-906-5583.

Completed in 2016 
and available for 
those looking for 
first class lodging 
in a relaxing atmo-
sphere with one of 
the most convenient 
locations on the 
lake. Located at the 
heart of Lake Fork 
next to Lake Fork 
Marina, a short 2-3 
minute walk from 
our large back deck. 
2 large bedrooms, 
covered and light-
ed “boat port” and 
much more!

By Andrew Grills

  If you happened to follow the Bassmaster Elite 
Series tournament results last year, you noticed 
that one lure dominated the first few events of the 
season. We had an unusually cold spring across 
most of the country, and this very effective cold-
water lure stepped back into the limelight. I’m 
talking about bladed swim jigs, or “chatterbaits”. 
A chatterbait can be one of the toughest lures to 
gain confidence in because you don’t get a lot of 

bites on it. It’s more of a quality over quantity 
compromise. 
  The chatterbait became wildly popular for the 
first few years of its existence. Tournament an-
glers and guides were clamoring to get their hands 
on them as huge tournament stringers were com-
ing out of bodies of water like Lake Okeechobee 
and the California Delta as a result of this bait. 
Then, it wasn’t long until you just didn’t hear that 
much about them anymore. Those of us here on 
Lake Fork know that the chatterbait never lost it’s 
big fish appeal. 
  One thing about the chatterbait that I cannot ful-
ly explain is it’s ability to trigger strikes from big 
fish... Really big fish. I have seen quite a few 9 and 
10 pound fish caught on this lure. It definitely is 
not the technique for catching under the slot tour-
nament fish, however. I believe there is something 
to the vibration of the bait that intimidates small 
bass, but triggers bigger fish to attack. 
  I like to throw a chatterbait in colder water, but it 
can work great during the summer as well. I prefer 
to fish it in stained or off-colored water because it 
just seems a little too gaudy in clear water. Wind 
blown areas where fish should be active, or where 
surface clarity is broken up are good areas to look 
for, but I have caught plenty of fish on it when 

there was no wind at all. The presence of aquatic 
vegetation such as hydrilla is always a huge bo-
nus, although fish will still eat them in areas where 
there isn’t any grass at all. 
  Bladed swim jigs are most commonly thought of 
as a shallow water presentation, but this year some 
heavy models have emerged to fish on deeper, off-
shore structure. For fishing cold water on Lake 
Fork, the 3/8 ounce and ½ ounce models cover 
all the bases. A 3/8 ounce chatterbait is perfect for 
depths down to 4ft, and the ½ ounce size is great 
for fishing down to 8ft or when implementing a 
faster retrieve.
  The most important part of  a chatterbait in my 
opinion, is the type of trailer you add to the lure. 
The original chatterbaits come with a twin tail 
trailer that may work fine, but there are some bet-
ter options out there. I like to use a Swimming 
Senko, a LFT Swimming Slug, or a LFT Live 
Magic Shad. I know fishermen who have good 
results using Super Flukes or Sweet Beavers as 
well. I have seen many occasions in my guiding 
experience where the trailer choice made all the 
difference.
  Rod, reel, and line choice are also very important 
when it comes to this technique. I prefer to use 

TPW Announces Lifetime License Winner
 One lucky person 
will never have to 
buy another Texas 
hunting or fishing li-
cense for the rest of 
his life.
  Fred Underwood of 
Dallas won the Tex-
as Parks and Wild-
life Department’s 
fall Lifetime License 
drawing for a Life-
time Super Combo 
License on Dec. 30, 
2015. The drawing 
package also includes 
a one-year subscrip-
tion to Texas Parks & 
Wildlife Magazine.
  “I never expected 
to win,” Underwood 
said. “I was just mak-
ing a donation to 
TPWD. It was a sur-
prise, but a welcome 
surprise.”

  He transferred the 
license to his son, 
Frederick Under-
wood.
  “My son is a regular 
hunter, and he’s very 
excited,” Underwood 
said. “We’re both 
very active in the 
field and really ap-
preciate what TPWD 
does.”
  All proceeds from 
the Lifetime License 
Drawing entry fees 
fund TPWD’s on-the-
ground conservation 
efforts that help make 
Texas one of the most 
popular places in the 
country to hunt and 
fish. The fall draw-
ing raised more than 
$60,000 to support 
Texas’ hunting and 
fishing programs, a 

nine percent increase 
from last year.
  Texas residents 
have another chance 
to win a lifetime li-
cense coming up on 
June 30. Entries are 
on sale now through 
June 27 and can be 
purchased anywhere 
fishing and hunting 
licenses are sold. 
Each entry costs $5, 
and participants may 
enter as many times 
as they wish.
  Visit the Lifetime 
License Drawing 
page for more infor-
mation, including 
contest drawing rules 
and how to purchase 
entries.

Keep Our Lake 
Clean
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

(See Winter is full ..........
Continued on Page 20-A)

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 14-A)

If you would like
"The 

Fisherman's 
Guide, News"

Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Hours
10 AM till 

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays
Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

Super Bowl Sunday February 7, 2016

Don’t Come Up Short
For Your Super Bowl

Party... We’ve Got 
Everything You Need To Be 
Outfitted For Your Team!!

By David Ozio

  “Winter is at full throttle here at Lake Fork and 
it won’t be long before we ease into the “fun fish-
ing” time of the year. February is upon us and the 
big girls are wanting to stage in areas adjacent to 
their spawning bays which sets up for some in-
credible bass catching action. Where to look for 
these beasts is the first question on everyone’s 
mind, so hopefully, we can point you in the right 
direction for the catch of a lifetime. You had bet-
ter take your Advil with you because you will be 
throwing the A-rig, big jointed swimbaits and 
jerkbaits. These are a lot of work for the reward 
you are looking for.
     Most everyone has seen bedding fish on Fork 

at some point in time so the “where” in this equa-
tion lies just outside your aforementioned cove 
or drain in the open water. The key depth range 
will focus on 12-15ft. All through February, big 
bass will stage at key junctures at the mouths of 
pockets and play a waiting game with the wa-
ter temps that suit their liking. This is when you 
bring out the big guns to usher in the trophy bass 
that has long eluded you. As I mentioned above, 
the A-rig will be the go to strategy and it’s set 
up is all important to the trophy success. Every-
one has their favorite way to rig these umbrella 
monstrosities but common sense will lead you 
down the right path based upon the “where” you 
will be throwing it. Naturally, if you are in open 
water with no timber, the best rig would be to 
use a 3/16 ounce swimbait head and cover them 
with any five inch swimbait. As for colors, start 
with white and adjust from there. I found last 
year that dark colored baits worked better on a 
day to day basis. Arkansas Shiner, Dirty Sanchez 
and Houdini all performed well when using the 
Reaction Innovation Skinny Dippers. I will go as 
far to say that we had some great days using the 
Little Dippers instead of the five inch versions. It 
all comes down to what the fish want. Option two 
is to rig the A-rig with weedless swimbaits using 
belly weighted hooks. this will keep you out of 

trouble when casting into timber. Once rigged, I 
use 25lb P-line on a 5:1 gear ratio reel all loaded 
on a 7’11” TFO rod. This is a great launching pad 
for this heavy rig and it allows you to hurl it quite 
a ways. Once you make the cast, let it sink to the 
bottom, then retrieve it slowly back to the boat. A 
large bass will literaly knock the rod out of your 
hands. It’s a must do pattern in February.
     Big swimbaits will also play a huge roll this 
month, especially the expensive jointed baits. 
Swim or twitch them slowing in shallow water 
during the afternoons and hold on to your busi-
ness. Strikes can be vicious.  Other options to 
target bass would include using jigs, black/blue, 

(See Game Warden .......
Continued on Page 22-A)

to Take a Drink-- Two 
Val Verde County game 

Team, the wardens are 
investigating the acci-
dent.
--Not the Best Time 

lance waiting nearby. 
Together with the agen-
cy’s Forensics Recon-
struction and Mapping 

commonly used for 
smoking methamphet-
amines. As the warden 
walked out of the store, 
he saw the woman get 
into her car, which he 
noticed had an expired 
registration. The war-
den performed a traffic 
stop a few blocks from 
the store and discovered 
that her driver’s license 
was suspended, so he 
arrested her for driving 
while license is sus-
pended. The woman 
did not admit to having 
methamphetamines in 
the car or on her person. 
However, a female jailer 
found a bag of meth on 
the woman after search-
ing her.
--Toward the Smoke-- 
When three game war-
dens saw faint smoke 
rising on the horizon 
in Borden County, they 
called a nearby land-
owner to warn him 
about what they were 
seeing. The landowner 
informed the wardens 
he hadn’t scheduled any 
burns that day, so the 

wardens drove toward 
the smoke. Upon ar-
rival, they discovered a 
wildfire had started, and 
the winds were rapidly 
spreading the fire across 
a nearby ranch, burning 
closer and closer to oil 
well pumps and pow-
er lines. The wardens 
called county emergen-
cy officials, who were 
able to control the burn.
--Scientists Over-
board-- Two Terrell 
County game wardens 
and some deputy sher-
iffs responded to a 911 
call about a boating ac-
cident with injuries on 
the Rio Grande River. 
A university research 
group with several boats 
was coming down the 
river when one boat hit 
a submerged rock. The 
collision, which threw 
four of the boat’s five 
occupants overboard, 
resulted in two injuries. 
One injured researcher 
was airlifted to a nearby 
medical facility while 
the other injured person 
was driven to an ambu-

--Thanks for the Cour-
tesy Call-- A Gregg 
County game warden 
received a “courtesy 
call” from a landowner 
who said he and his 
group would be dove 
hunting a particular 
field later that evening. 
If the wardens received 
calls or complaints 
from neighbors about 
hearing gunshots, they 
shouldn’t worry, the 
landowner said. How-
ever, a few days earlier, 
the warden had discov-
ered fresh sunflower 
seeds on the same field 
the landowner said he 
would be hunting. The 
warden contacted the 
group and charged them 
with hunting migratory 
birds over bait and no 
hunter education and 
seized 47 doves.
--You Look a Little 
Nervous-- While in line 
to buy a beverage at a 
local convenience store, 
an Atascosa County 
game warden noticed 
the woman in line next 
to him bought a pipe 
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

Bent Tree Motel

381 W. Lennon Dr. (Hwy 69N) Emory, TX ~ 903-473-0061
(Next Door To The Dairy Queen ~ 9 Miles from Lake Fork Boat Ramp) 

email: benttreemotel@gmail.com
30 Units

2 Double Queen 
Size or Full Size 

Beds
Boat Parking 

Available With 
Hook-Ups

3 Suites
2 ~ 1 Bedroom 
With Jacuzzi & 

Bathroom
1 ~ Family Suite

2 Bedroom
2 Bath

Room Amenities Include
Free wifi ~ Cable TV ~ Coffee Pot ~ 

Microwave oven
Refrigerator ~ Condiment Package ~ 

Alarm Clock ~ Hair Dryer

Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Help Keep Our
Lake Clean

Ken Kauzlarich with 
David Ozio

Kyle Grandstaff with 
David Ozio

John Settle with 
David Ozio

Lonnie Brown with 
David Ozio

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
** call anytime **

Golf Carts

See Us on Facebook at
carts to go in texas

JAN-FEB BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
CALL FOR

APPOINTMENT

Winter is Full Throttle on Lake Fork (continued from Page 6-A)

in the creek bends towards the back of most all 
major creek arms. They are all lined with timber 
and will harbor toad stature green fish. The final 
option deals with the shallow water bite. Take 
time to locate submerged vegetation and this will 
be the key to success in the late afternoons. As 
the water warms, dig out a rattletrap and cover 
some water around this vegetation. Chatterbaits 
will also work in these same areas and traps need 
to be red or gold and the chatterbait dressed in 
white. 

          February is also a great month to catch 
numbers on the power plant lakes. If cabin fe-
ver has set in, give me a call and we can wear 
them out where the water temps are summer like. 
If you are headed out to Lake Fork in February 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would 
love to be a part of this trophy quest. I also have 
gift certificates available if you have friends or 
loved one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge 
bass. You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-
mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow 
me on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
LakeForkGuideDavidOzio. I post my daily trip 
results on this page. I run a Skeeter FX21 with a 
Yamaha 250SHO and would like to thank Skee-
ter for making my office on the lake the best in 
the country. I would also like to thank G-Loomis, 
Shimano and Talon Custom Lures for making 
my job the blast that it is. A special shout out to 
Nautical Mile Marine in Tyler for all their help in 
keeping me on the water seven days a week, no 
issues. I hope to see a lot of you on the water. Ro-
mans 10:13. “Everyone who calls upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved”. I wish all of you a 
blessed day.” 

SEAFWA Recognizes Game Warden for Outstanding Service
  At a recent Texas Parks and Wildlife Commis-
sion meeting, the Southeastern Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies recognized Game 
Warden Matt Kiel as 2015 Texas Wildlife Of-
ficer of the Year for his work in the field. This 
marks the 46th consecutive year this award has 
been presented to a Texas Game Warden.
  Kiel began his career with TPWD in January 
2010 when he entered the 55th Texas Game 
Warden Training Academy. After graduating 
from the academy, he was stationed in Brews-
ter County for three years before moving to his 
current duty assignment in McLennan County.
  During the past five years, Kiel has become 
an expert at navigating the county’s public wa-
ters, logging nearly 500 hours of boat patrol 
every year and filing several water safety vio-
lations. Kiel has also mastered the use of side 
scan sonar as he patrols public waters, using 
the technology to locate drowning victims and 
stolen submerged vehicles.
  In addition, Kiel’s knowledge of the Brazos 
River made him an instrumental part in devel-
oping and implementing a water safety plan 
for Baylor University’s new football stadium, 
which was built on the bank of the river in 
2014. As part of the water safety plan, Kiel 
trained a Marine Safety Enforcement Offi-

cer class of 30 Waco 
police officers and 
forged relationships 
with several local law 
enforcement agen-
cies, first responders 
and the Department of 
Public Safety.
  Kiel is also a certified 
National Association 
of State Boating Law 
Administrators Offi-
cer Water Survival In-
structor, crisscrossing 
the state to teach law 
enforcement officers 
and new game warden 
cadets about water 
safety practices.
  Finally, in addition 
to his duties as game 
warden, Kiel has also 
been an active mem-
ber of his community. 
He organizes boating 
and fishing programs 
for inner city youth 
and serves as the 

point of contact for 
local media. He also 
volunteers at Baylor 
School of Law to ed-
ucate students about 
game warden duties 
and presents to the 
County Commission-
ers Court about boat-
ing while intoxicated 
enforcement and ze-

bra mussels.
  At the Commis-
sion meeting, SEAF-
WA also recognized 
TPWD Inland Fish-
eries biologist Brian 
Van Zee as the 2015 
Biologist of the Year. 
Van Zee, stationed in 
Waco, was honored 
for his work in help-

ing TPWD combat 
the introduction of in-
vasive zebra mussels 
to Texas waters, one 
of the greatest threats 
Texas fisheries re-
sources have faced. 

Practice C.P.R.
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
2712 N. Hwy. 17

Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

Newly Remodeled
MOTEL ROOMS

New Owners! New Management! NewAttitude!"

Visit Us Online
www.gofishfork.com

“Pack of Knowledge” (continued from Page 18-A)

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

a 7ft medium/heavy 
rod with a fast tip. Its 
important not to go too 
heavy in my opinion 
because you don’t want 
to take the lure from 
the fish when they hit. 
If I use a real stiff rod 
I feel like I miss a few 
I should have caught. 
A 6.4:1 ratio reel is my 
choice because it has a 
medium speed retrieve. 
With high speed reels it 
can be difficult to slow 
the bait down enough, 
and a slow speed reel 
doesn’t take up enough 
slack on hookset. As 
for line, 15 pound fluo-
rocarbon is what I pre-
fer because it allows 
the bait to have more 
action and will let it fall 
a little faster. I will step 
up to 20 pound fluoro-
carbon in heavy timber. 
The fluorocarbon is im-
portant because it has 
a much more sensitive 
feel to it, and you need 
to feel the blade “chat-
tering”, even at super 
slow retrieves.
  Hopefully this infor-
mation gives you some 
ideas to try this winter 
as you fish. There was 

a time I had zero con-
fidence in bladed swim 
jigs. For the longest 
time I just couldn’t 
seem to get a bite on 
one. However, because 
I listened to some wiser 
fishermen the chatter-
bait has become one of 
my favorites.
  Andrew is a profes-
sional guide on Lake 

Fork and is sponsored 
by Skeeter Boats, Nau-
tical Mile Marine in 
Tyler, Costa Sunglass-
es, Under Armour, M-
Pack Lures, and Picasso 
Lures.

Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame Picks Three
  Two individuals and one organization make 
up the 2016 class of inductees into the Texas 
Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame.
  Slated for induction at a banquet June 4 at the 
Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens 
are Randi Wayland, Ray Sasser and the Texas 
State Bass Tournament.
  Wayland will be honored for a lifetime of activ-
ities promoting fishing, water safety and involv-
ing young people in the outdoors. A resident of 
San Antonio, Wayland has been an adjunct pro-
fessor with the San Antonio Community Col-
lege for more than 40 years. A past president 
of the Texas Association of Bass Clubs, she has 
also served as a board member of Texas Black 
Bass Unlimited. She is an instructor in Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department’s Becoming an 
Outdoors Woman program and is an area chief 
of the department’s boater education program.
  Sasser has been an outdoor writer for more 
than 40 years and is currently the outdoor edi-
tor for the Dallas Morning News. Largemouth 
bass fishing is his favorite outdoor activity, but 
he has written about everything from invasive 
species to the environment, penning hundreds 
of newspaper and magazine articles and a dozen 
books. He has been honored with several awards 
for his work. Sasser is a native of East Texas 

and is known for championing the interests of 
the average outdoor person. One of his greatest 
memories is being present at the inception of 
the ShareLunker program when Mark Steven-
son caught Ethel, ShareLunker number 1, from 
Lake Fork in 1986.
The Texas State Bass Tournament is the world’s 
oldest competitive bass fishing tournament 
open to anyone. The first tournament was held 
in 1956 on Lake Whitney, where a Texas His-
torical Marker records the event. The Texas 
State Bass Tournament emphasizes family in-
volvement in fishing and awards no monetary 
prizes to winners. Competitors may enter as 
family teams, and senior and high school divi-
sions have been added in recent years. Tourna-
ments are completely staffed by volunteers, and 
all sponsorship money is used to defray tourna-
ment costs. Throughout its 60-year history, the 
tournament has maintained its focus on conser-
vation and sportsmanlike competition among 
friends and family.
  
  The Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame 
honors inductees with videos that may be viewed 
in the Hall of Fame area at the Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center. Information on visiting can be 
found at www.tpwd.texas.gov/tffc.

Entry Forms Now Available At All Local 
Businesses or online:

www.legendoflakefork.com
or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on 

Mailing List!!

12th Annual Legend
Of Lake Fork

Big Bass Tournament
May 13, 14, 15, 2016

$320,000
Guaranteed In 
Cash & Prizes

All Boats, Makes & 
Models Welcome!!
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

“Summer
Fun Time!”

Come In And See All 2016 Models In Stock

2016
Range Z520C

Comanche

2016
Triton

20 TRX

2016
Range Z520C

2016
Triton

22 TRX

“Help Keep Our Lake Clean! Dispose of Your Trash Properly!”

For Sale!!!
2009 Legend 211 Alpha ~ $35,995

Fully Loaded, Ready To Fish!
Mercury 250 Pro XS, Less than 350 Hours, MinnKota 

Trolling Motor, Solar Panel Charger, (2) Lowrance 
HDS-8, HDS-5, Hydro Wave, Tandem Axle Galvanized 

Trailer, Stainless Steel Fenders, Easy Step System,
Immaculate Condition, Storage Garage Kept

Contact Don Bubba Hampton  903-360-6994
or Sartin Marine~903-383-7726 or 866-920-8331

Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 19-A)

wardens were on patrol 
checking dove hunters 
east of Del Rio. As they 
sat at an intersection, 
they saw the driver of 
a passing vehicle take 
a drink from a bottle of 
wine. The wardens ini-
tiated a traffic stop and 
asked the driver about 
the open bottle of wine 
they saw in the passen-
ger seat. The man said 
he was on his way to 
meet with his priest be-
cause he was going to 
be an altar server that 
morning. He planned 
to provide the bottle of 
wine as a gift, he said, 
but he wanted to see 
what flavor the wine 
was, so he took a drink. 
The wardens filed a 
case for having an open 
container of alcohol.

--Stranded but Not 
Abandoned-- A Gray-
son County game war-
den received a call from 
the Grayson County 
Sheriff’s Office about a 
possible stranded boat 
on the Oklahoma side 
of Lake Texoma. The 
caller said a young man 
flagged her down as 
she drove by the Deni-
son Dam boat ramp. 
The young man told 
the woman his boat 
had broken down, so 
he swam for two hours 
back to the shore to 
find help. The warden 
went to the boat ramp 
and talked to the young 
man, who said when his 
boat broke down a few 
hours earlier, he’d put 
on a life jacket and tried 
to swim his small boat 

to shore. After about 30 
minutes, however, the 
young man said he had 
to let go of the boat, on 
which three passengers 
were still waiting for 
rescue. The Grayson 
County Sherriff’s Office 
had advised the warden 
that the Oklahoma High-
way Patrol would not be 
able to immediately re-
spond to search for the 
stranded boaters, so the 
warden launched his pa-
trol boat and quickly lo-
cated the stranded boat-
ers, about three miles 
into the Oklahoma side 
of the lake. The warden 
towed the boat back to 
the nearest boat ramp. 
The passengers were 
cold but otherwise all 
right.
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ATTENTION: R.V. PADSITE RENTERS

For the cost of renting/leasing you can own your own 
deeded (general warranty deed) lake property with 

the following amenities:

Don’t rent -- OWN!

* GUARANTEED FINANCING
* Security gated
* Clubhouse with restaurant
* Central water & sewer systems
* Swimming pool
* Condos for your family & guests
* Playground for the children
* Playroom with pool table and foozeball
* Miniature golf
* Boat ramps on Lake Fork
* Fishing piers on Lake Fork
* Stocked interior fishing ponds
* RV Campground with full  hook-ups
* His and Her showers
* Laundromat

YOU CAN HAVE IT ALL FOR LESS OR ONLY PENNIES MORE 
THAN THE ANNUAL COST OF YOUR RENTED PAD.

Holiday Villages of Lake Fork    Call: 903-878-7263

Lake Fork Waterfront Property
Starting At $19,900

MUST SELL!! LAKE FORK!! Owner Financed. Call 903-878-7265

“Bubba only gets away with things when Bubbette lets him!”
By Don Hampton

  Bubba was attending his bass club’s monthly 
meeting and had just told all his fishing buddies he 
couldn’t make the tournament scheduled for the 
next Saturday because his wife wouldn’t let him 
go because of Valentine’s Day.
  After listening to the jeers and other remarks 
from his fellow fisherman friends about his man-
hood being in question and something about be-
ing whipped, Bubba left to go home leaving all his 
buddies with some choice new names.
  When Bubba’s friends started arriving at the boat 
ramp for the tournament, who should be there but 
Bubba sitting on the deck of his boat, tying on one 
of his favorite lures.
  “How’d you talk your Bubbette into letting you 
come, Bubba?” asked one of his buds.
  “I didn’t have to,” was Bubba’s reply. “When I 
got home last night I was feeling sad about not be-
ing able to fish today so I just slumped down in my 
chair with a beer to drown my sorrows. Then Bub-
bette snuck up behind me, covered my eyes, and 
said, ‘Surprise!” “When I peeled her hands back 
she was standing there in her beautiful flannel pa-
jamas and she said, “Carry me to the bedroom, 
lock the door and you can do whatever you want.”
  “So here I am and she’s still locked in the bed-
room!” replied Bubba with a smiling smirk on his 
face.
  Who knows what happened when he got home! 
I’m sure he will never tell!

  Bubbette thinks faster than most people and Bub-
ba doesn’t slide by with much as he likes his bud-
dies to believe and neither do some others engage 
in a battle of wits with her. 
  One morning Bubba returned after several hours 
of fishing and decided to take a nap after lunch be-
fore going back on the lake.
  While he was napping Bubbette decided to take 
his boat out and enjoy the cool breezy day. She mo-
tored a short distance, anchored and started reading 
a book. 
  She hadn’t been there long before a Game War-
den pulled up along side her in his boat and says, 
“Good afternoon Bubbette. What are you doing?”
  She replied, “Reading a book, isn’t that obvious?”
  “Well, I need to see your fishing license” he in-
formed her.
  “Sorry officer, but I’m not fishing and I don’t have 
a fishing license. I’m reading!” Bubbette replied 
with a little agitation.
  “Yes, but you have all this equipment. For all I 
know you could start fishing at any moment. I’ll 
have to take you in and write you up!” the officer 
stated.
  “What, for reading a book?” Bubbette asked.   
  “No, for fishing without a license” he replied. 
  “But I’m not fishing, I’m reading” she replied.   
  “Yes, but you have all the equipment. For all I 
know you could start fishing at any moment.” He 
again replied. “I have to take you in and write you 
up!”
  “If you do that I’ll have to charge you with sexual 

assault,” said Bubbette.
  “But I haven’t even touched you or even made 
an attempt to get on Bubba’s boat,” said the Game 
Warden.
  “That’s true, but you have all the equipment. For 
all I know you could start at any moment.” Bub-
bette stated flatly.
  “Have a nice day Ma’am and I really hope you 
enjoy your book,” said the Game Warden as he 
was leaving.
  There it is! Now you know who really has the 
brains in Bubba’s family! When he gets by with 
something it is only because Bubbette let him!
  Have a “Very Happy Valentine’s Day” and make 
it a very special one for another!     
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For those of you that have been curious as to just how large a talon on  
a full grown eagle is, here is the best example I can give you!

Texas Parks & Wildlife Annual Eagle Count was held on January 16 
and 17 headquartered out of Oak Ridge Marina.  Perhaps it was the 
weather, too cold for the eagles to get out of their nest, or new construc-
tion around the lake but only 13 Bald Eagles were counted this year, less 
than half that was reported in 2015. 

Or maybe the eagles were just hiding out because they knew that people 
were out looking for them! (Lake Fork Eagle Photos by Don Hampton, 
Fisherman’s Guide News)

Lake Fork “State of the Lake” Public Meeting
  Anyone interested 
in Lake Fork is invit-
ed to attend a public 
meeting on the state 
of the lake on Tues-
day, February 16, 
2016.
  The Lake Fork 
Sportsman’s Asso-
ciation and the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) 
will host the meet-
ing, which will fea-
ture presentations by 
TPWD Inland Fisher-
ies biologists, TPWD 
law enforcement per-
sonnel, and Sabine 

River Authority rep-
resentatives.
  Topics will include, 
but are not limited to, 
the status of the giant 
salvinia infestation, 
law enforcement is-
sues, and an update 
on the gamefish pop-
ulations in the reser-
voir. A large portion 
of the meeting will be 
reserved for attend-
ees to ask questions 
in a “town hall” for-
mat.
  All local business 
owners, lake home-
owners, fishing 

guides, recreational 
anglers, and anyone 
else with an interest 
in the resources at 
Lake Fork are invited 
to attend.
  This meeting will 
take place from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Emory City Center, 
735 N. Texas Street, 
Emory TX 75440.
  For questions or ad-
ditional information, 
please contact TPWD 
Inland Fisheries man-
agement personnel in 
Tyler at (903) 593-
5077.


