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Brett Green from Glenwood, AR., won heavi-
est bass over the slot in “The Legend of Lake 
Fork” 11th Annual Big Bass Tournament with 
a 10.54-lb. bass and was presented his Legend 
Boat by Don Hampton, Tournament Director, 
Randy Qualls, Owner,  Legend Boats, and 
Chris Lane, 2012 BassMaster World Cham-
pion and Touring Pro.

Tommy Climer from Mesquite, TX., won sec-
ond heaviest bass over the slot in “The Legend 
of Lake Fork” 11th Annual Big Bass Tourna-
ment with a 9.62-lb. bass and was presented his 
Legend Boat by Don Hampton, Tournament 
Director, Randy Qualls, Owner Legend Boats, 
and Chris Lane, 2012 BassMaster World 
Champion and Touring Pro.

Bryan Beck from Prarieville, LA., won heavi-
est bass under the slot in “The Legend of Lake 
Fork” 11th Annual Big Bass Tournament with 
a 2.71-lb. bass and was presented his Legend 
Boat by Don Hampton, Tournament Director, 
Randy Qualls, Owner Legend Boats, and Chris 
Lane, 2012 BassMaster World Champion and 
Touring Pro.             (See Complete Story on Page 4-A)

Shane Thompson from Forney, TX., may not 
have weighed in the winning bass during the 
three days of “The Legend of Lake Fork 11th 
Annual Big Bass Tournament”,  but he was 
lucky enough to take home a certificate for a 
new Legend Bass Boat just by having his entry 
in before April 30th. All anglers that get their 
entries in on or before April 30th each year 
qualify to be in the drawing for a new Legend 
Bass Boat. Zane Strange from Mineola, (lt) 
drew his name from all the early entries.

FLW Touring Pro Brett Ehrler went to the 
top of the leader board on the final day of the 
Texas Toyota Bass Classic with the help of this 
10-pound 11-ounce Lake Fork hawg he caught 
on the final day of the tournament propelling 
him from 5th place on the second day of the 
tournament to 1st place and the big win on the 
final day. With this catch he also added to his 
winnings a new 2015 Toyota Tundra for the 
Toyota Big Bass of the tournament. (See Story on 
Page 7-A)

Some anglers don’t believe the weather man 
and his predictions but they do prepare them-
selves for whatever may come. You don’t have 
the be a meteorologist to know these anglers 
were prepared with their umbrella hats. From 
left to right Arthur Cooper, Francis (Chip) 
Compton, and J.B. Cooper were prepared from 
the bright sunlight or the rain. Nothing was go-
ing to stop their love of fishing. 
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Hook N’ Cook
Sand Bass Tournament

Saturday, August 8, 2015
Benefitting “The Wish To Fish Foundation”

Tournament Headquarters: Fisherman’s One Stop • Hwy 515 CR 1970
Tournament Committee: Don Bubba Hampton, Scott Fruge  

Guaranteed Pay-Out Based on 100 Entries
Drawings will be held after weigh-in for door prizes

There will be a big bass pot ~ $10 per person entry
Big Bass will pay Three (3) places. (Based on 100 entries)

1st Place                 $600.00
2nd Place               $500.00
3rd Place         $400.00
4th Place                $300.00
5th Place                $200.00

1st Place                $500.00
2nd Place               $300.00
3rd Place        $200.00

Entry Includes Free Fish Fry With All The Fixins’ Starting at 5 P.M.
Bring The Family & BYOB • Donations Accepted For W.T.F.F.

Fishing Hours: 6 A.M. to 12 P.M. Weigh-In Between 12 & 1 P.M. Must Be In Line By 1 P.M.
1. Entry fee is $25.00.                                                            
2. Early entries optional (No Discount)                          
3. All entry fees must be paid before 6 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 8, 2015.                                                                                                                                  
4. Sign Up: Friday, Aug. 7, 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday,Aug. 8,                                                                                    

5 a.m. to 5:30 a.m. at  Fisherman’s One Stop.  
5. Tournament is open to any  person with a Valid Texas Fishing License.
    Minors can compete but must have signed release form.
6. All State and Local Laws Apply.
7. No alcohol or drugs allowed during tournament hours.
8. Trailering is allowed.

9. Iced Fish Will Be Allowed.
10. Trolling with big motor is allowed.
11. Each contestant may weigh-in only 5 fish.
12. 10” Minimum Length. Live bait is allowed.
13. No pooling of fish, all persons in boat must be paid entry.
14. Contestants can only fish with as many rods as they can.
15. Contestants must agree to submit to a polygraph.
16. Tournament Director & Committee Decisions Are Final.
17. Mail in entries must be received by July 31, 2015
18. All fish become property of tournament to be fried. 

Entry fee of $25 must accompany mailed entry and must be postmarked on or before July 31, 2015 to Wish To Fish 
Foundation, 538 PR 5861, Yantis, TX 75497, or you may pay $25 at tournament headquarters before starting time of 
tournament. $10 extra for Big Sandie (optional). Print clearly. No Checks Accepted at Tournament Sign In.

Entry Application

Name______________________________Email_____________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

City_________________________State________________Zip_________________ 

Having read and understood the tournament rules, by my signature I agree to accept 
all decisions of the judges as final. By my signature I waive, release and hold harm-
less all members, officials and sponsors of any and all alleged liabilities to me and/or 
my equipment.

Contestant Signature___________________________________________________

Minor’s release: Signed by_________________________________Parent/Guardian

Wish To Fish
Use Only

Entry #___________

EntryFee_________

Big Sandie__________

Cash_____Ck#_____

80%
Payback

100%
Payback

Characteristic Differences Between Bubbas and Bubbettes
By Don Hampton

  Besides the most obvious of differences be-
tween a Bubba and a Bubbette (male & female) 
the characteristics of each differ immensely.
  One for instance is nicknames bestowed upon 
each other.
  When the Bubbettes go out for lunch, if it is 
Sue, Jane, Darlene, and Connie, they will call 
each other Sue, Jane, Darlene, and Connie. If 
Joe Bob, Leroy, Billy Bob and Boudreaux go 
out for the night, they will affectionately refer 
to each other as Fat Boy, Godzilla, Peanut Head 
and Fish Brains and each one knows when they 
are being spoken to.
  When eating out and the waitress brings 
the bill, Bubbas will each throw in $20, even 
though it’s only for $22.50. None of them will 
have anything smaller, and none will actually 
admit they want change back. When the Bub-
bettes get their bill, out come the pocket cal-
culators and each one knows to the very penny 
just how much their portion is and exactly what 
percentage to tip the waitress.
  When money is an issue, Bubba will pay $2 for 
a $1 item he wants. Bubbette will pay $1 for a 
$2 item she doesn’t want.
  In Bubba’s bathroom he will have six items. A 
toothbrush, shaving cream, razor, a bar of soap, 
a comb and a towel from the Holiday Inn. The 
average number of items in Bubbette’s bath-

room is 337. Bubba would not be able to iden-
tify most of these items or be able to tell you 
just what their purpose might be.
  In an argument, Bubbettes always have the last 
word. Anything Bubba says after that is the be-
ginning of a new argument. Even saying “Okay 
baby, whatever you say is right!” could be con-
strued as a smart remark and start it all over.
  As far as thinking about the future, Bubbettes 
worry about the future until they find a husband. 
Bubbas never worry about the future until they 
get a wife.
  When it comes to holy state of matrimony, Bub-
bette marries a man expecting he will change, 
but he doesn’t. Bubba marries a woman think-
ing she will never change, but sure as shootin’ 
she does.
  A successful Bubba is one that makes more 
money than his Bubbette can spend. A success-
ful Bubbette is one who can find such a Bubba 
that will keep her in WalMart money.
  Bubba will dress up for two occasions, funer-
als and weddings. Bubbette will dress up to go 
shopping, water the plants, empty the garbage, 
answer the phone, read a book, or get the mail.
  As far as Bubba and Bubbette’s offspring, Bub-
bette knows all about her children. She knows 
about dentist appointments and romances, best 
friends and favorite foods and secret fears, 
hopes and dreams. Bubba is vaguely aware of 
some short people living in the same house.

  So now you know the charactertistic differ-
ences between a Bubba and Bubbette.
  In closing, if you are a Bubba married to Bub-
bette, forget your mistakes. There’s no since in 
two people remembering the same thing. Be-
sides Bubbette will keep reminding you of them.  
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

End of 
the Year

Clearance Sale All 2014 Models In Stock

2014
Ranger
Z520C

2014
Triton
20XS

(2) 2014
Triton
18XS

2014
Ranger

MPV 1652

Loomis RV Park, Boat Storage,

and Open Storage 
Located 2 Miles South of Yantis, Texas

on Highway 154 at Lake Fork
RV Lots Available

Monthly or Annual Leases Available, With Septic, 
Water, Garbage Provided. Covered Pavillion on site, 
small fishing pond, 1 mile from public boat ramp on 

Lake Fork.

Open Storage
Built in 2014

12 1/2’ x 50’ or 12 1/2’ x 25’
Under Roof Plus Electric

“Secure and Protected, Monthly or 
Annually!”

Call 903-383-3050
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
2712 N. Hwy. 17

Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479 Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 

on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 
South 3 Miles

"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

Newly Remodeled
MOTEL ROOMS

New Owners! New Management! NewAttitude!"

Visit Us Online
www.gofishfork.com

"CATCH OF THE MONTH"
Caught from the pier!

Practice C.P.R.

Practice Safe
Boating

Pack of Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

soak a long time be-
tween hops, because 
many of your bites 
will come as the bait 
is sitting still. Other 
times, you’ll illicit 
reaction strikes by 
pitching a Texas rig 
or jig to the heaviest 
grass or wood cover 
available. Hop your 
bait around a couple 
times, and then pitch 

the next target. Final-
ly, for the most reluc-
tant of bass, a shaky 
head rig with a finesse 
worm will work won-
ders. Cast this rig to 
any shallow cover and 
gently shake your bait 
in place between hops. 
I use 20 lb braid with 
a 6’ fluorocarbon lead-
er of 15 lb. On tough 
days, this rig is easy 

to fish and can turn a 
tough bite into steady 
action.
  Andrew is a profes-
sional guide on Lake 
Fork and is sponsored 
by Skeeter Boats, 
Nautical Mile Ma-
rine Tyler, Costa Del 
Mar, M-Pack Lures 
and Simms fishing ap-
parel.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

“The Legend of Lake Fork” 11th Annual Big Bass Tournament

12th
Annual

May
13,14,15

2016

By Don Hampton

  The worst enemy of “The Legend of Lake Fork” 
11th Annual Big Bass Tournament that was held 
on May 16, 17, 18 was the weather man! The 
prediction of strong winds, heavy rain, hail and a 
tornado watch, thankfully did not occur. On Sun-
day, the last day of the tournament weather got 
extreme, but only for an hour and a half in the 
morning. Even the threat and promise of severe 
weather did not keep 1,131 devout anglers from 
coming and testing their skills in an effort of win-
ning a portion of the $320,000 guaranteed in cash 
and prizes to be won. The threat of severe weather 
might have kept members of the WFWF (Wimpy 
Fair Weather Fishermen) away, but it didn’t keep 
anglers from nineteen states and two countries 
from coming to Lake Fork to compete. One such 
angler even flew in from Germany to fish the tour-
nament with his son and father.
  When the scales opened on Friday the first day of 

the tournament we really thought anglers were go-
ing to have to work hard to beat the heaviest bass 
under the 16” slot to win the Legend Boat for that 
weight. The first bass was a beauty weighing close 
to an estimated 3-pounds. I’ve had that weight win 
a boat before but that angler had a current Texas 
Fishing License. This one did not! He was fortu-
nate he only got a DQ.  If the game wardens had 
not been away teaching at the academy, he would 
have had more to be disgusted with himself about. 
The case is similiar with many others on the first 
day. Perhaps it was the excitement or anticipation 
of winning but I had never seen so many bass not 
measured properly in one day of any tournament 
I’ve ever conducted. More anglers got it right than 
wrong though and there were nine bass over the 
slot with four of those coming in 1 to 2 o’clock 
hour. There were a total of 23 bass over the slot 
caught during the three days of the tournament.
  Besides the hourly paybacks anglers were com-

(See The Legend....Continued on Page 16-A)
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

June’s In! Now tune in on the Summer Pattern   (Continued from Page 6-A)

Bent Tree Motel

381 W. Lennon Dr. (Hwy 69N) Emory, TX ~ 903-473-0061
(Next Door To The Dairy Queen ~ 9 Miles from Lake Fork Boat Ramp) 

email: benttreemotel@gmail.com
30 Units

2 Double Queen 
Size or Full Size 

Beds
Boat Parking 

Available With 
Hook-Ups

3 Suites
2 ~ 1 Bedroom 
With Jacuzzi & 

Bathroom
1 ~ Family Suite

2 Bedroom
2 Bath

Room Amenities Include
Free wifi ~ Cable TV ~ Coffee Pot ~ 

Microwave oven
Refrigerator ~ Condiment Package ~ 

Alarm Clock ~ Hair Dryer

11th ANNUAL LEGEND OF LAKE FORK OPEN BIG BASS TOURNAMENT FINALS
DAY 1

11 - 12 Hour7 - 8 Hour11 - 12 Hour
Thomas Wurst           8.90
Elton Jeans                   7.72
Don Penick                   2.22
James Morgan             2.13
Danny Dulude              2.13
William Sharp             2.07 
Thomas Wyche            1.98

8 - 9 Hour
Brian Sanders              9.43
Robert Probes               8.09
Rodney Hesser             2.35
Don Penick                   2.16
Kim Bryant                  1.90
Danny Dulude              1.89 
Richard Mutina           1.88

9 - 10 Hour
William Pfingsten        2.44
Randy Morrison          2.38
Shane Thompson         2.33
Michael Miles               2.20
Thomas Wurst             2.19
Chris Campbell            2.10 
Mike Davis                   2.07

William Vester              2.59
Van Stroud                    2.42
Mark Ryer                    2.35
Chris Petty                    2.31
Dayne Bonvillain          2.27
Phillip Hope                  2.22 
Francis Pelowski          2.19

Ed Blackburn                 2.49
Robert Ordway              2.28
Troy Buderus                 2.17
Glyn Marsh                    2.17
Justin Priest                   2.10
Ed Howard                     2.07 
Richard Guidry             2.05

Brett Green                 10.54
Ron Kelley                     2.27
Mike Harp                     2.11
John Duran                   2.10
Gerry Cox                     2.07
Cody Dodd                    2.01 
Mitch Atteberry            1.96

12 - 1 Hour

Mark Hubbard             8.42
Mike Craig                    7.86
Thomas Wurst              7.83
Jody Warren                 6.39
James Norwood            2.39
Bryan Flenniken           2.35 
Jeff Ward                       2.34

Chris Clampet               2.37
James Arnold                2.24
Sam Trinca                    2.22
Donald Johnson            2.18
James Callahan             2.17
Ken Baker                      2.13 
Russell Pryor                 2.12

Charles Credicott        8.07
Charles Spence            7.96
Lawrence Tweddle      2.36
John Zanter                  2.35
Mike Harp                    2.29
Gary Goodman            2.17 
Danny Azlin                 2.15

Doug Whitley               9.00
David Roche                 8.34
Thomas Samples         1.95
Chris Gilroy                 1.93
Ray Helveston              1.83
Jason Smith                  1.82 
Paul Lowke                  1.80

Tommy Climer             9.67
Brandon Fugate           9.02
James Johnson             2.40
Mark Williams             2.39
Don Penick                   2.37
Travis Ledford             2.20 
James Cain                   2.18

Charles Vaughn           8.74
Kyle Smirl                    2.58
Jason Flenniken          2.46
Brandon Brossett        2.32
Sam Trinca                  2.32
Jeremy Collins             2.27 
Paul Jeffcoat                2.20

David Cochran             8.63
Tommy Wilkerson        2.28
Joe Hicks                       2.25
Robert Richardson       2.22
Glyn Marsh                   2.17
Russell Pryor                2.16 
Kyle Rawlinson            2.12

Eddie Ramsey               7.57
Tyler Northcutt             2.29
Nick Brown                   2.29
Chris Petty                    2.22
Clint Chaffin                 2.17
Jeff Looney                   2.15 
Loran Nowlin               2.12

Dan Lefever                8.41
Ken Bradshaw              7.66
Blake Slater                  2.41
James Yarbrough         2.36
Brandon Keown           2.15
Danny Dulude               2.09     
Haden Sickles               2.05

Brian Sanders                2.37
Joel Pugh                       2.35
Mark Carter                  2.17
Chris Elrod                    2.13
Jose Solis                        2.09
Jody Warren                  2.07 
James Callahan             2.06

DAY 2

2015 Legend Boat Winners: Over Slot ~ Brett Green w/ 10.54-lbs. Tommy Climer w/9.67-lbs.  Under Slot ~ Brian Beck  w/2.71-lbs. Draw Boat ~Shane Thompson 

8 - 9 Hour

7 - 8 Hour

10 - 11 Hour

 12 - 1 Hour

2 - 3 Hour

1 - 2 Hour 9 - 10 Hour

10 - 11 Hour 2 - 3 Hour

 1 - 2 Hour

DAY 3
7 - 8 Hour 11 - 12 Hour

8 - 9 Hour 12 - 1 Hour

9 - 10 Hour 1 - 2 Hour

10 - 11 Hour 2 - 3 Hour

Jason Smith                  2.34
Don Penick                    2.29
Thomas Wyche             2.23
Joey Johnson                2.18
Joe Cooper                    2.14
John Carter                   2.11 
Rodney Griffin              2.04

William Moore              2.28
Donna Biondi                2.26
Don Overstreet              2.23
Jim Brundidge              2.20
Andrew Doerge             2.16
Richard Cresswell         2.11 
Jody Warren                 2.06

Loyd Masterson            2.17
Leonard Martin            2.05
Daniel Stahl                   2.02
Jackson Hammond       1.95
Melton Homer               1.85
Ronald Cook                 1.85 
Bart Gardner                1.83

Harry Vissering            8.36
Bart Gardner                2.07
George Luedtke            2.02
Robert King                  1.72
William Hawthorne     1.69
Roger Willcutt              1.65 
Brandon Fugate           1.65

Bryan Beck                    2.71
Kenny LaDuke              2.42
Chad Craddock             2.40
Daniel Stahl                   2.33
Robert Hebert               2.29
James Crawford            2.14 
Michael Lambert          2.10

Gary Kincaid                2.21
Victor Saunders            2.08
Jonathon Davis             2.04
Charles Sutton              1.99
Martin Painter              1.95
James Snell                   1.91 
Jason Flenniken            1.91

Charles Benedict          2.50
Paul Bacon                    2.32
Thomas Kressley          2.16
Loyd Masterson           2.10
Doug Garrett                2.09
Kyle Smirl                     2.03 
Richard Altman           1.98

Christopher Barton      7.91
Randy Woodard            7.37
Rodney Hamlin             2.19
James Ray                     2.16
Timothy McDill            2.13
Jeremy Powell               2.09 
Jason Smith                   2.08

12th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament May 13, 14, 15, 2016

it’s way up, shift gears and pitch a creature bait as 
far back in those willow trees as possible. A 3/8 
ounce weight will do the trick and use at least 20lb 
line. Your favorite colors will work fine, no need 
to complicate the process. The most important 
factor in this process will be the accuracy of the 
pitch. Pick the bush apart until you key on where 
the bass are positioned. Once that is established, 
follow that pattern across the lake. It will pay off 
in spades. If simple action is what you seek espe-
cially if kids are involved, I would chase the sand 

bass. You can use a 1/2 ounce Hopkins spoon or a 
1/2 ounce jig head with a fluke jr. attached. This is 
wicked fun on light line. We can spend a day on 
the water if you like and I can teach you the ropes 
how to catch a ton of these entertainment fish.
          If you are headed out to Lake Fork in June 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love 
to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have a few 
dates open in June and some in July. I also have 
gift certificates available if you have friends or 
loved one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge 
bass. You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-
mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow me 
on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Lake-
ForkGuideDavidOzio. I run a Skeeter FXi with a 
Yamaha 250SHO and would like to thank Skee-
ter for making my office on the lake the best in 
the country. I would also like to thank G-Loomis, 
Shimano and Talon Lures for making my job the 
blast that it is. A special shout out to Nautical Mile 
Marine in Tyler for all their help in keeping me on 
the water seven days a week, no issues. I hope to 
see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. “Ev-
eryone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.” 

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R. Bubba’s big treat of the tournament was the 
shrimp boil, with the biggest shrimp he’d ever 
seen thanks to Dayne “Chopper” Bonvillain.

Dannatta Grisham caught this nice Lake Fork 
bass while fishing with guide David Ozio. 
Weight not provided. C.P.R.



June’s In! Now tune in on the Summer Pattern 
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     Lake Fork 
              Resort

Located 1/2 Mile South of 
Hwy 515 on Hwy. 17 On Lake Fork

Call Today For Your Reservations
27 Motel Rooms  •  RV Park • Swimming Pool 

Cafe • Fishing Pier • Boat Ramp
• Boat Slips • Store • Guide Services

BOOK YOUR ROOMS TODAY!  AND...DON'T FOR-
GET OUR GREAT HOME COOKING, FEATURING 

"ANY TIME BREAKFAST", OUR JUICY HOME-
STYLE BURGERS, HOME-MADE FRENCH FRIES 

AND OUR OUTSTANDING CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 
IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

(903) 765-2987 or 1-800-230-4367 
e-mail: reservations@lakeforkresort.com 
5004 North F.M. 17 • Alba, Tx. 75410Answers on Page 21-A
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

(See June’s In.....
Continued on Page 20-A)

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

CHL Classes
NRA Pistol

Shooting 
Courses 

Indoor Gun 
Range

State of the Art 
Range 

GunSmithing
Reloading Supplies

Firearms & 
Ammunition 
Personalized 

Service
 

Hours: Tues thru Sat 
9am - 5pm 

4387 FM 515 • Emory, TX  75440
903-473-3780

www.lakeforkfirearms.com

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

See Us on Facebook
(Carts To Go in Texas)

Friday-Sunday

By David Ozio

  “If you haven’t been to Lake Fork in a while, 
you will probably be somewhat startled when you 
see that the lake is now over pool. Not since 2010 
have we seen the water at this level and I person-
ally take it as a welcome site. The life of the fish-
ery depends on this type of occurrence and I have 
seen signs all month that the future for Lake Fork 
looks even brighter. Most notably, the amount of 
bass fry that are tucked way back into the flooded 
bank grass and willow bushes. They are already 
an inch long already and well protected.
     All this being said, let’s take a look at June, my 
favorite month of the year. For the most part, the 
spawn is complete and the bass will start moving 
back out to the main lake to reside around their 

summer haunts. The cool thing about this time of 
the year is that the fish will start to group up and 
hold in certain areas for the entire month. Timing 
will be the key from that point once you locate 
where they are holding. Lowrance electronics pro-
vide the “up and close” look at them once they are 
in their living room and making a mental note of 
the time of day that you see them will help you put 
giants in the boat consistently.
      Start your search focusing on offshore struc-
ture. Humps, roadbeds, ridges and deep points 
will hold the lion share of the migrating bass and 
the next step will be to determine where on the 
structure they are holding. Look for irregularities 
on the deep point or hump such as a small nodule 
or indention. The next step will be to identify the 
bait source. Bass feed on sand bass and that will 
be a good start. What ensues from here will be the 
narrowing down what they will bite. This doesn’t 
need to be complicated, stick with what got you 
there in the past. Carolina rig, football jigs, flut-
ter spoons, crankbaits and my favorite, the drop 
shots will all do the job and choosing the right ap-
plication per the structure you are fishing will be 
the next task at hand. C-rigs work just about ev-
erywhere. I prefer Zoom magnum trick worms as 
the presented fare, redbug, watermelon candy red 
or watermelon magic will suit most all conditions. 

With regard to jigs, PB&J is tough to beat with 
any watermelon combination trailer attached. Ex-
periment with the color on the spoons, gold or sil-
ver handle the heavy lifting most of the time. The 
Strike King 10XD will take care of the crankbait 
work as it catches hawgs of staggering propor-
tion. Shad colors or chartreuse/blue will do the 
trick and I use 15lb fluorocarbon line to navigate 
through the submerged trees. Long rods are rec-
ommended for this application and it helps with 
making long casts.
     The shallow bite is also an option and don’t 
rule out top water and frog action especially 
around flooded willow trees. Once the sun makes 

Recreational Anglers Get 10-Days in Federal Waters for Red Snapper
  Texas recreational 
anglers will have just 
10 days to catch the 
popular sport fish in 
Gulf of Mexico fed-
eral waters this sum-
mer unless they hire 
a charter vessel under 
new framework an-
nounced by the Na-
tional Marine Fisher-
ies Service (NMFS).
  The recreational sea-
son in federal waters 

is set for June 1-10, 
while a new for-hire 
charter recreational 
season will run June 
1-July 14. The daily 
bag limit for red snap-
per caught in federal 
waters is 2 with a 
minimum length limit 
of 16 inches. In Tex-
as state waters out to 
nine nautical miles, 
there is no closed sea-
son on red snapper 

and the daily bag limit 
is 4 with a 15-inch 
minimum.
  The new recreation-
al red snapper sector 
division framework 
is the result of re-
cent passage of Gulf 
of Mexico Reef Fish 
Amendment 40 by the 
U.S. Department of 
Commerce. Amend-
ment 40 divides the 
recreational fishery 

quota between private 
recreational anglers 
fishing off of federal-
ly-permitted vessels 
and those who fish off 
of their own boat. The 
commercial red snap-
per fishing segment 
is not affected by the 
amendment.
  Anglers can assist 

in the effort to track 
Texas landings of red 
snapper this season by 
reporting their catch-
es. This year, TPWD 
is partnering with the 
Harte Research In-
stitute in a voluntary 
electronic reporting 
system that will en-
able anglers to report 

landings online and 
through a new mobile 
app. 
  The new mobile app 
is available for down-
load now and anglers 
can begin report-
ing their red snapper 
catch. More informa-
tion is available at 
www.iSnapper.org.

“Bassin’ With Bubba”
Lake Fork Style

                             903-360-6994
email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca * Amber  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

903-638-1170 

“Pack of Knowledge” Going Shallow in the Summer

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

(See Ehrler and TPWD...
Continued on Page 14-A)

By Andrew Grills

  Every summer, many bass move out of shal-
low spawning areas to deeper offshore structure 
in the main lake. As advanced graphs and GPS 
units have made deep water fishing a lot easier 
and more effective, many anglers take up resi-
dence out deep in the summer too. However, bass 
are predators that live and feed wherever prey 
can be captured effectively. Take a glance in the 
shallows of most any lake during the summer and 

you’ll find it teeming with life—shad, panfish, ju-
venile fish, and minnows—better known to bass 
as “lunch.” No matter how warm the air or the 
water temperatures, you’ll be able to catch bass in 
shallow water all summer long. And some days, 
you can catch them better shallow than out deep.
  Start your search for shallow bass in a couple 
different areas. First, large flats with lots of grass 
or wood cover normally hold fish year-round. 
These are resident bass that spend their whole 
lives on the flats because they offer plenty of 
food in all seasons. Secondly, look for shallow 
water areas that are adjacent to deep water, either 
in large creeks or on the main lake. These shallow 
water feeding areas offer the best of both worlds 
to bass—the cooler temps and security of deep 
water, with quick access to food. Good examples 
of this are lily pad covered main lake points or 
banks in major coves where the creek channel 
swings in close.
  Once you’ve located some likely areas, good 
timing will contribute to your success. Early and 
late in the day, or during the middle of the day if 
it is cloudy and windy, fish tend to roam more and 
you’ll want to cover the flats more with horizon-
tal presentations like spinnerbaits or crankbaits. 
During the middle of the day, especially when it 

is calm and sunny, fish tighten to cover near drop-
offs or creek channels. For instance, flipping trees 
along a creek channel running through a flat or 
worming the outside weed edge on a point will of-
ten work well. These more vertical presentations 
will often result in bigger bass, too.
  Depending on the conditions and the cover, pick 
a lure that’ll match the bass’ primary forage. In 
most cases, bass will be keying in on bluegill, shad, 
or crawdads. Bright orange and yellow accents to 
brown, green and purple lures match bluegill and 
other sunfish well, while silver or white mimic 
shad, and browns or greens replicate the look of 
most crawdads. As noted before, spinnerbaits and 
shallow running crankbaits great ways to locate 
concentrations of fish, especially on windy and 
cloudy days or during low light conditions. These 
baits will not only catch active fish, but they often 
give away the location of a large school. Once the 
action slows on the search baits, I’ll slow down 
and work the area over with soft plastic jerkbaits. 
Work these baits weightless or wacky rigged over 
the top of grass and around wood to coax out the 
less active fish. 
  When the fish are less active, fish around the 
heaviest cover with a Texas rig, jig, or shaky head. 
A worm is hard to beat in the summertime and it’s 
normally my first choice. I rig these with the light-
est weight possible for a slow fall and let them 

(See Pack of Knowledge...Continued on 21-A)

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

BYOB

wELCOME sKEETER oWNERS tOURNAMENT 

2015 Season Open
With All The Food, Fun &

“New Orleans Spirits” 
Open 4 PM to 9 PM 
Friday & Saturday 

Through June 13
Call ~ 903-383-7121

For Info & Orders to Go!!

Stocking Dealer

Corner of 154 and 515
 Open June 24 - July 4

      817-863-5402

Celebrate Independence Day With A Big Bang!!!

We have all of
Your favorites!!!

Ehrler and TPWD Outdoor Programs Big 
Winners at Toyota Texas Bass Classic
  Brent Ehrler of Red-
lands, California, won 
the Toyota Texas Bass 
Classic on Lake Fork 
over the Memorial Day 
weekend, taking home 
a check for $100,000, 
a fully rigged bass 
boat and a 2015 Toyota 
Tundra.
  Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) also came 
away a big winner. 
For the ninth year in a 
row, Gulf States Toy-
ota donated $250,000 
to TPWD in support 
of such programs as 
Neighborhood Fishin’ 
and the Texas State-
Fish Art Contest. This 
year the total amount 
donated reached $2.25 

million.
  Ehrler said that it was 
hard to put into words 
what the TTBC title 
meant to him. “I’m 
still kind of shocked. I 
really didn’t think that 
I had a great chance to 
win today, because I 
was so far behind,” he 
explained. “This win 
ranks way up there for 
me. At Media Day on 
Thursday, they present-
ed Keith Combs with 
his 2014 championship 
ring, and I remember 
thinking, ‘It would be 
really cool to have a 
ring like that.’ I never 
expected that it would 
actually happen.”
  Ehrler entered the fi-
nal day of competition 

Monday in fifth place 
with a total weight of 
58 pounds, 4 ounces. 
Despite averaging over 
29 pounds a day for the 
first two days of com-
petition, the California 
pro had yet to catch a 
bass surpassing Lake 
Fork’s 24-inch slot 
length.
  That changed shortly 
before 1:00 p.m. on 
Monday, when Ehrler 
boated a 10-pound, 
11-ounce bass to take 
over the top spot on the 
leaderboard. The Lake 
Fork giant proved to be 
the Tundra Big Bass of 
the tournament, earn-
ing Ehrler a 2015 Toy-



Crappie And Morels!
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“The Moon Report”
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

Waterfront and Water View RV Lots for Annual Lease
Caney Point RV Resort

903-474-1946 or 903-383-3295
Call About Our Special Priced Lots

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 50’ Level Concrete Pads, 

Full Hook-ups, Phone Lines, 50 Amp Electricity, 
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife

(Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

American Owned
Owner on Property

Call For A Tour Today!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Individual * Group • Corporate 
• Instructional & Beginner Trips

Michael McFarland
Lake Fork Guide Service

All Fishermen Welcome! Use the best rods, 
reels and tackle all provided and inclusive 
with this ad. Specializing in teaching, from 
the beginning basics all the way  through to  
the career pro level. High school team dis-
counts!!! Remember to take a kid fishing or 
hunting... there’s nothing more rewarding 
than the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

By Terri Moon

  It doesn’t get any bet-
ter than that! That’s 
why I just love this time 
of year. I always head 
to Missouri the end of 
April and spend a cou-
ple of weeks away from 
the  crappie and concen-
trate on hunting Morel 
Mushrooms! It’s always 
good to get to see fam-
ily and friends. I must 
say though, this year’s 
hunting was about as 
tough as the crappie 
fishing was before I left! 
It was a crazy year for 
both  (the weather was 
the key factor for both!) 
Just when temperatures 
would reach optimum 
levels, here comes 
winter again and shuts 
everything down – so, 
even though we didn’t 
find as many as usual, 
it was a great time and 
we enjoyed every min-
ute of it. A huge “thank 
you” to Marty Snyder 
of Tightwad, MO for 
surprising us with a tub 
full of morels. It was so 
much appreciated and 
enjoyed by the whole 
family!
  The whole time I’m 
gone I keep hearing of 
the big rains in Texas so 
decide to come home a 
little early to dodge the 
storms approaching. 

I couldn’t believe my 
eyes when I got back – 
“Lake Fork” was FULL 
!!! Holy Cow! It’s been 
years! As grateful as 
I am, I’m still a little 
sad – I miss seeing the 
trees! It’s a whole new 
lake! Thank goodness 
for my Lowrance Touch 
12 because without that 
GPS, I wouldn’t be able 
to find anything! It took 
a few days to get re-
acclimated to the new 
surroundings – but once 
I did, the fishing got re-
ally good.  In spite of 
rising water and then 
having all the flood 
gates open, I’ve been 
pleasantly surprised!
  The depths of the  crap-
pie have been subject 
to change daily. Some 
days we’re getting them 
12 to 16 ft. in 20-24 ft. 
of water – then other 
days they are 8-10 ft. 
in 10 to 16 ft. of water. 
Just keep an eye on that 
depth finder to see how 
deep they are holding. 

The baits working for us 
have been Bobby Gar-
land’s threadfin shad 
and Lake Fork Tackle’s 
“blue grass” live baby 
shad. The white bass re-
ally like these baits also 
in 24-28 ft. depths. 
  Another bait you might 
want to check out is 
“Thermocline Lures”. 
I’ve been hearing of 
some great catches on 
these baits and it sounds 
like they are worth look-
ing into!
  Wishing you all the 
best and please be safe 
out on the lake. All 
those trees are still out 
there – you just can’t 
see them! 
  Another “Big Thanks” 
to Chuck, Perry, and 
Greg at “Service Ma-
rine” for having my 
boat all serviced and 
ready to go for me when 
I got home. You guys 
are the best!
  Happy Father’s Day to 
you all and especially to 
my dad!    

TTBC Born of Dreams (Continued from Page 13-A)

ships. Artwork from 
that contest appears 
on Toyota Texas Bass 
Classic tickets. Re-
search shows that stu-
dents who take part 
in this contest are 
more likely to become 
interested in fish-
ing. More than 1,000 
youths entered the 
Texas division of the 
State-Fish Art Contest 
just ended, more than 
any other state.
  Conservation is at the 
heart of TPWD fish-
eries management, 
and the TTBC tourna-
ment format furthers 
that effort. Fish 16 
to 24 inches long are 
weighed on the water 
by judges and immedi-
ately released; anglers 
are allowed to bring 
only one fish over 24 
inches to the weigh-

in. Fish brought to the 
weigh-in are cared for 
by TPWD biologists 
and returned to the 
lake.
  One of the direct re-
sults of the TTBC’s 
catch-weigh- imme-
diate release format 
is the Major League 
Fishing circuit, which 
is fished by Jordon 
and many of the na-
tion’s top anglers. 
“The TTBC has had a 
tremendous impact,” 
Jordon says. “Major 
League Fishing is one 
of the most success-
ful and exciting tele-
vised fishing events. 
Its rules and the way 
we do things are direct 
descendants of TTBC. 
We weigh and imme-
diately release fish. 
I believe that is the 
future of competitive 

fishing.”
  “None of this can 
happen without pub-
lic support,” said 
Dave Terre, TPWD’s 
Inland Fisheries 
Chief of Management 
and Research. “By 
attending the Toyota 
Texas Bass Classic, 
you are also support-
ing TPWD programs 
such as Neighbor-
hood Fishin’ and the 
State-Fish Art Con-
test. In addition to 
helping make pos-
sible these programs 
that benefit your own 
family today, you 
will play a part in 
passing on the tradi-
tions of fishing and 
good management of 
our natural resources 
to future generations. 
They and we thank 
you.”

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan 
Your Trips To Lake Fork With “The 
Fisherman’s Guide News” News or 

Photos Send to 
fishnews@lakefork.net

or call: 903-383-7748 or 
903-360-6994



June                           “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                             Page 9-APage 16-A                                “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                                 June

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

“Help Keep Our Lake Clean! Dispose of Your Trash Properly!”Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.

“The Legend of Lake Fork” 11th Annual Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 4-A)

peting to take home one of the 2015 Legend Bass 
Boats. Four of these are given away during the tour-
nament; two for the the heaviest over the slot of 24”, 
one for the heaviest under the 16” and one in a draw-
ing from all early entries received on or before April 
30th. 
  In previous years in the tournament the average weight 
for the heaviest bass under the slot averaged between 
2.61-pounds to 2.78-pounds. There had only been two 
exceptions to this average. At the 9th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork, Diane Vineyard won weighing in a 
3.00-pound bass and at the 7th Annual a 3.09-pound 
bass was weighed in. This year was no exception to 
the average. On the third day of the tournament Bryan 
Beck from Prairieville, Louisiana weighed in a bass 
under the slot weighing 2.71-pounds during the 9 to 
10 o’clock hour. Before Bryan brought his fish to the 
scales, William Vester had been leading in that cat-
egory since Friday with a bass weighing 2.59-pounds. 
For Mr. Beck’s catch he took home a check for $500, 
$100 for the T-shirt hour, and a certificate for a Leg-
end 191 Alpha, with a Mercury Motor, Motorguide 
Trolling Motor and Lowrance Electronics.
  The heaviest over the slot to win a new 2015 Legend 
211 Alpha Bass Boat was caught by Brett Green from 
Glenwood, Arkansas. He weighed in a lunker weigh-
ing 10.54-pounds during the 12 to 1 o’clock hour on 

Friday and his weight held up during the course of the 
tournament winning him a certificate for a 2015 Leg-
end 211 Alpha, Mercury, Motorguide, and Lowrance 
Electronics.
  The second heaviest bass over the slot and winning 
a 2015 Legend 199 Alpha equipped with Mercury, 
Motorguide, and Lowrance Electronics was caught 
by Tommy Climer from Mesquite, Texas. Tommy’s 
bass weighed 9.62-pouinds and was brought to the 
scales on Saturday during the 9 to 10 o’clock hour.
  This year’s winner of the draw boat from all of the 
early entries received on or before April 30th was 
Shane Thompson from Forney, Texas. Drawing his 
name from all of the entries was 7 year old Zane 
Strange from Mineola, Texas.
  This year being our 11th Annual, anglers had anoth-
er incentive to fish for. Randy Qualls, owner of Leg-
ends Boats, had a 211 Alpha fully equipped on hand 
to give to the first angler that brought an 11-pound 
even weight bass to the scales. Poor Randy had to 
take that beautiful boat all the way back to Mountain 
Home, Arkansas because that feat was not accom-
plished by any of the anglers. I just wonder what he 
has in store for “The Legend of Lake Fork” 12th An-
nual Big Bass Tournament that will be held on May 
13, 14, 15, 2016.
  This year in the special drawing we had a great guest 

to give away the prizes. Chris Lane, 2012 BASS World 
Champion and Touring Pro was on hand to give out 
a sponsored PowerPole and three Easy Step Systems. 
The winning anglers not only went home with a great 
prize but also a memory they will never forget.
  The 12th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass 
Tournament is scheduled for May 13, 14, 15, 2016. As 
promised to the anglers, as we grow, so will paybacks 
and prizes. There will be more chances and more in-
centives for anglers to go home winners. Then Again, 
you’re always a winner when you fish Lake Fork. 

A big thanks to the ladies that kept the paper-
work and the anglers straight, (rt to lt) Sue 
Hampton, Gloria Gilley, and Connie Steel.

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

Tommy & mother Dana Martin, 
Houston, TX.,

Dana Martin, Houston, TX.,

"Way to go Mom ~ A 
Trophy Morel!"

Michelle Wood, 
Longview, TX.,

Michael Brown, 
Waco, TX.,

Malcolm Brown, 89 and still go-
ing strong, Abilene, Tx.,

Happy Anniversary to my mom & 
dad, Nova & Bob Carleton, Lees-

ville, MO. Miss and Love You!

Marty Snyder, Tightwad, 
Mo., with a very generous 

gift!

"Way to go Tommy!"

Walker Paschall from 
Weatherford, TX.,

Tony, Michael, Taylor & David 
Brown on their annual family 

trip

Mike McKinney
Louisville, KY.,

David Brown
Abilene, TX.,

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Born of Dreams

(See Toyota Texas....Continued on Page 13-A)

  The Toyota Texas Bass Classic (TTBC) sched-
uled in May on Lake Fork is the world cham-
pionship of bass fishing, but it was born of a 
dream to involve more youth in fishing. And 
that dream was based on the work of Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) fish-
eries biologists who had a vision to make Lake 
Fork the best bass fishing lake it could be.
  Those dreams came together as a result of a 
chance meeting at a ranch gate in South Texas, 
and the results went far beyond what anyone 

dared dream of.
  Professional angler Kelly Jordon happened to 
be entering his deer lease through a gate shared 
with a neighboring ranch when the owner of 
that ranch drove up and saw Jordon’s wrapped 
truck promoting his sponsors. The ranch own-
er was Donato Ramos, a TPWD commissioner. 
“I asked him to dinner that night, and we talk-
ed about ways to better utilize resources and 
get the word out about how great Texas fishing 
is,” Jordon recalls. “The biggest priority for 

him was to find ways to involve more youth 
in fishing in Texas. I told him of my dream to 
have a tournament on Lake Fork to showcase 
my home lake. He liked the idea of showing 
people what we had in Texas and suggested 
that we make it a celebration not just of Lake 
Fork but also of TPWD’s efforts to improve 
fishing and the economic benefits of fishing to 
Texas.”
  The result of that conversation was a fish-



Record Fish Prize Sponsored By:

For more information visit www.lakeforksa.com or (800)846-1849

$50,000 UP FOR GRABS*!
June 20 & 21, 2015

$25,000
or $10,000

For catching a new Texas state record

For catching a new
Lake Fork record!

WIN!

Bonus Cash Awards
Top Senior, Top Female

& Top Youth
Drawing for
Early Entries

Big-Fish Competition
7 Hourly Payouts Each Day

+ 7 Overall Winners

Open Tournament
Individual Competition

Hosted by:

Guaranteed
Cash Payout
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.Practice Safe
Boating

New Bass license plate aims to increase funding for fisheries
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is re-
introducing its largemouth bass conservation li-
cense plate with a new graphic design. Artwork 
on the new plate depicting a jumping bass chasing 
a lure was created by well-known wildlife artist 
Clemente Guzman.
In an online contest to determine the new plate 
design, Guzman’s jumping bass received the most 
votes from anglers with more than 4,000.
  “Our hope is that this more robust bass will ap-
peal to more anglers who will want to display this 
plate on their vehicles and boat trailers. By pur-
chasing this specialty plate they will help provide 
critical funding for Texas’ fish management pro-
grams,” says Dave Terre, Inland Fisheries Man-
agement and Research Chief. “The more plates 
purchased by anglers, the more funding will be 
available to help keep Texas one of the best places 
to fish in the country.”
  The new plate launched May 25, at the Toyota 
Texas Bass Classic on Lake Fork. Plates can be 
purchased online at www.ConservationPlate.org/
Bass or at local tax county offices for $30/year, of 
which $22/plate goes to TPWD.
  “The bass plate was one of the first plates we 

introduced back in 2002 and we wanted to take 
advantage of the new digital printing capabili-
ties at Texas Department of Motor Vehicles and 
give this plate a much-needed facelift” says Janis 
Johnson, TPWD marketing specialist who man-
ages the conservation license plate program. “In 
2008 we redesigned our white-tailed deer plate 
and sales increased 20 percent. We’re aiming for 
similar results with the new bass plate.”
  TPWD now offers seven conservation license 
plates, including the recently introduced hum-
mingbird and rattlesnake plates and the horned 
lizard plate (all three benefit native wildlife), the 
white-tailed deer (benefitting big game manage-
ment); and the camping and bluebonnet plates 
(both benefitting state parks) These specialty 
plates have generated more than $7 million for 
conservation efforts in Texas since the first plate 
was introduced in 1999.
  The plates are available for cars, trucks, mo-
torcycles, trailers and RVs for an annual fee of 
only $30. This fee does not replace the regular 
vehicle registration cost. Specialty plates may be 
purchased at any time of the year independent of 
vehicle registration renewal.

  For more information about specific projects that 
have benefitted from funds generated from the 
conservation license plate program, visit www.
conservationplate.org/projects .
  Toyota has been a proud sponsor of the TPWD 
Conservation License Plate program since 2003.

Keep Our Lake 
Clean Mike Payne caught this nice bass fishing with 

Lake Fork Guide David Ozio. C.P.R.
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Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

• Capacity rating 400 lbs.  web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

Proud Sponsor of the “11th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
•  No more sl ipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer 
fenders with your shoes
• No more worrying about 
loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when 
entering and exiting
• Has a srong and durable 
powder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

Endorsed By:

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most 
bay, center console, & high 
bow pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that 

fits most swing-away 
tongue.

The ESS-3
A 3 step model that fits most 

air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
& pleasure boat trailers.

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 

ESS-3SA model 
on his New 

Legend
211-Alpha.” 

2012 BASSMASTER CLASSIC
CHAMPION ~ CHRIS LANE

Great Ways To Go “Out of Business”
Think Your Location is Your Best 
Advertisement;  Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows the Services You 
Provide;    Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows the Merchandise 
You Carry;    Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows the Specials You 
Have Listed;   Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows When You Have A 
Sale;   Don’t Advertise!

Think Time at The Same Location Is Your 
Best Advertisement;  Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows You Have Trained 
Staff;   Don’t Advertise!

Don’t Advertise When...
You Have So Much Business You Can’t 

Stand Another Paying Customer!
You Can’t Stand Money or Success!

Or: WHEN YOU ARE OUT OF BUSINESS!

The Fisherman’s Guide News~903-383-7748

If You  Are Thinking ...
You Would Like To Stay In Business And 
Need More Customers, Clients, Income, 

& Exposure; Think About Advertising In

Afterall...
This Got Your Attention & Business 

Advertising & Promotion Is Tax Deductible!
“Where’s Your Money Best Spent?”

Check Out Our New Stainless Steel Models
NEW FOR 2015

ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

“All Newly Remodeled!”

We Now Fill Propane Bottles

Final Top 10
1.  Brent Ehrler – 89 lbs. 12oz.
2.  Jason Christie – 87 lbs. 12oz.
3.  Andy Morgan – 83 lbs. 12oz.
4.  Chris Lane – 83 lbs. 8 oz.
5.  Shad Schenck – 81 lbs. 4 oz.
6.  Casey Ashley – 79 lbs. 4 oz.
7.  John Crews – 78 lbs. 8 oz.
8.  Mike Iaconelli – 72 lbs. 8 oz.
9.  Keith Combs – 65 lbs. 12 oz.
10.Brandon Palaniuk – 51 lbs.

Toyota Tundra Big Bass: 
Brent Ehrler – 10 lbs. 11oz.

LEER Heavyweight:
Jason Christie – 37 lbs. 4oz.

Ehrler and TPWD Outdoor Programs Big Winners at Toyota Texas Bass Classic (Continued from Page 7-A)
ota Tundra valued at 
$35,000.
  For much of the tour-
nament Ehrler fished 
offshore with a trio of 
baits including a Lucky 
Craft 3.5XD crankbait 
in shad color, a 6-inch 
hollow-bodied swim-
bait in shad color on a 
¾-ounce BOSS Swim-

bait Jig Head, and a 
¾-ounce BOSS Foot-
ball Jig Head tipped 
with a Yamamoto trail-
er. He used Daiwa rods 
and reels spooled with 
Sunline fluorocarbon 
for all of his presenta-
tions.
  He caught the bulk of 
his weight slow-roll-

ing the swimbait, but 
he also caught several 
fish on the crankbait 
and two key fish on 
the football head jig, 
including his biggest 
fish on Sunday and a 
6-pounder on Monday.
  Ehrler said that the key 
to his victory was using 
his Humminbird graph 

he explained. “I imme-
diately knew that I’d 
found a spot that could 
be very productive.”
  On Monday, he caught 
a limit weighing 23 
pounds off his primary 
area and then boated 
the 10-pounder and a 
6-pounder off his sec-
ondary area in the after-
noon. “Both areas that I 
fished were basically 
points that extended 
out into the lake and 
then dropped off,” he 
explained.
  In total, five of the 35 
competitors including 
Jason Christie, John 
Crews, Mike Iaconel-
li, Shad Schenck and 
Brent Ehrler, caught 
a Lake Fork bass sur-
passing the 24-inch slot 

length.
  Jason Christie of 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma, 
won the LEER Heavy-
weight award for his 
37-pound, 4-ounce 
limit on Saturday.
  Due to severe storms 
and heavy rainfall, the 
weigh-in venue and ac-
tivities were closed to 
the public on Sunday 
and Monday.
  For complete tour-
nament results, visit 
www.toyotatexasbass-
classic.com.
  For information on 
TPWD programs ben-
efiting from the Toyota 
Texas Bass Classic, 
visit www.tpwd.texas.
gov/fishart and www.
neighborhoodfishin.
org.

to find the winning 
school of fish early on 
the first day of practice. 
“I saw some fish down 
there, and on one of my 
first casts I hooked a 
6-pounder. When I was 
reeling it in, I noticed a 
bunch of other big ones 
following the hooked 
fish back to the boat,” 

Help Us To Be The Best.... 
Plan Your Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News” 
News or Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 or 

903-360-6994

Texas Game Wardens Arrest Two Killeen Men in Alligator Death
  A Texas Game Warden investigation sparked by 
social media posts on Facebook detailing the kill-
ing of an 11-foot alligator has resulted in the ar-
rests of two Killeen men.
  Texas Game Wardens recently arrested Bradley 
Gillis, 26, and James Haff, 33, on Class A mis-
demeanor charges for taking wildlife resources 
without landowner consent. The pair was booked 
into the Bell County Jail. Bond was set at $7,500 
each.
Game wardens in Bell County learned about the 
killing of a large alligator along the Lampasas 
River above Stillhouse Hollow Reservoir earlier 
in the week, including alleged details and photos 
on Facebook. Wardens then used the same social 
media outlet to solicit information from the pub-
lic. The game warden Facebook post garnered 
statewide news media attention, as well as numer-
ous tips from the public that helped in the inves-

tigation.
  Alligators have been observed in the Lampas-
as River above Stillhouse Hollow Reservoir for 
many years and reports of illegal harvest or docu-
mented dangerous interactions with the recreat-
ing public or local livestock have been extremely 
rare.
  Alligators may be taken in Texas on private prop-
erty only during the April 1-June 30 open season 
outside a 22-county core area in southeast Texas. 
Alligators may be taken from public waters ad-
jacent to private land by all lawful means except 
firearms; however, the person taking the alligator 
and the taking device must be on private property. 
State law requires that if a person wants to en-
gage in alligator hunting, they must be licensed, 
have prior landowner permission and a tag must 
be purchased upon harvest.
More information about alligator hunting can be 

found in the TPWD Outdoor Annual available on-
line at http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-
annual/2014-2015/animals/alligator.
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Toyota Texas Bass Classic Born of Dreams (Continued from Page 9-A)

ing trip on Lake Fork. Jordon hosted Ramos 
and TPWD commission chairman Dan Fried-
kin. “We caught a lot of fish, and it went from 
there,” Jordon says. “They are businessmen 
and know how to make things happen. That’s 
why it has really been awesome.”
  Lake Fork was planned from the beginning 
to be a special place. Prior to impoundment, 
TPWD biologists worked with Sabine River 
Authority (SRA) to make Lake Fork into bass 
heaven. “We knew Lake Fork would be a good 
lake even if we did nothing,” says Allen For-
shage, who was TPWD’s Inland Fisheries re-
gional director at the time. “We decided to do 
everything we could to make it a great lake.”
  SRA agreed to leave most of the timber in 
the lake standing rather than clearing it in or-
der to create habitat for fish. Forshage and 
his team stocked Florida largemouth bass into 
farm ponds in the lake’s footprint to jumpstart 
the fishery when the lake filled. Then Forshage 
went one step further. At the time anglers in 
Texas could catch and keep 10 bass a day 10 
inches or longer. Lakes would boom for a few 
years, but because few fish survived to spawn-
ing age, the fishery would quickly decline. 

Forshage fought for and won a five-fish daily 
bag with a 14-inch minimum length for Lake 
Fork, which was later changed to the present 
16- to 24-inch slot with only one fish per day 
over 24 inches allowed to be harvested.
The result was spectacular. With its fish living 
in ideal habitat and protected from harvest un-
til they had time to reproduce, Lake Fork shot 
to the top of the nation’s bass-fishing destina-
tions. TPWD estimates that the lake produces 
15,000 fish a year weighing seven pounds or 
more. Lake Fork has produced more than 250 
entries into the Toyota ShareLunker Program, 
which requires that fish weigh 13 pounds or 
more. Both the first ShareLunker, a fish weigh-
ing 17.67 pounds, and the current state record 
largemouth bass of 18.18 pounds were caught 
from Lake Fork.
  Lake Fork’s ability to produce big bass was 
confirmed by the 2014 Toyota Texas Bass 
Classic, which was won by Keith Combs with 
a three-day total weight of 110 pounds. “No 
other lake in the country has come close to 
that,” Jordon says.
  Each year the Toyota Texas Bass Classic 
brings thousands of spectators to the lake to 

enjoy country music concerts and a variety of 
outdoor activities in the Outdoor Adventure 
Zone, but its real purpose is to benefit TPWD’s 
youth fishing programs. Each year Toyota do-
nates $250,000 to support TPWD programs 
such as Neighborhood Fishin’ and the Texas 
division of the Wildlife Forever State-Fish Art 
Contest. In 2015 those donations will reach the 
$2.25 million mark.
  “The Neighborhood Fishin’ Program is what 
Donato Ramos and Dan Friedkin championed,” 
Jordon says. The program regularly stocks fish 
into 17 urban-area lakes that allow people to 
fish close to home. The newest Neighborhood 
Fishin’ lakes are Woldert Pond in Tyler, just 
down the road from Lake Fork, and Small 
Pond in Grover Nelson Park in Abilene. “We 
estimate that some 100,000 people a year fish 
in Neighborhood Fishin’ ponds, and about half 
those are youth or people new to fishing,” says 
Dave Terre, TPWD’s Chief of Management 
and Research.
  The Texas division of the State-Fish Art Con-
test allows students in grades K-12 to submit 
drawings of fish and compete for scholar-

(See Toyota Texas....Continued on Page 17-A)
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Toyota Texas Bass Classic Born of Dreams (Continued from Page 9-A)

ing trip on Lake Fork. Jordon hosted Ramos 
and TPWD commission chairman Dan Fried-
kin. “We caught a lot of fish, and it went from 
there,” Jordon says. “They are businessmen 
and know how to make things happen. That’s 
why it has really been awesome.”
  Lake Fork was planned from the beginning 
to be a special place. Prior to impoundment, 
TPWD biologists worked with Sabine River 
Authority (SRA) to make Lake Fork into bass 
heaven. “We knew Lake Fork would be a good 
lake even if we did nothing,” says Allen For-
shage, who was TPWD’s Inland Fisheries re-
gional director at the time. “We decided to do 
everything we could to make it a great lake.”
  SRA agreed to leave most of the timber in 
the lake standing rather than clearing it in or-
der to create habitat for fish. Forshage and 
his team stocked Florida largemouth bass into 
farm ponds in the lake’s footprint to jumpstart 
the fishery when the lake filled. Then Forshage 
went one step further. At the time anglers in 
Texas could catch and keep 10 bass a day 10 
inches or longer. Lakes would boom for a few 
years, but because few fish survived to spawn-
ing age, the fishery would quickly decline. 

Forshage fought for and won a five-fish daily 
bag with a 14-inch minimum length for Lake 
Fork, which was later changed to the present 
16- to 24-inch slot with only one fish per day 
over 24 inches allowed to be harvested.
The result was spectacular. With its fish living 
in ideal habitat and protected from harvest un-
til they had time to reproduce, Lake Fork shot 
to the top of the nation’s bass-fishing destina-
tions. TPWD estimates that the lake produces 
15,000 fish a year weighing seven pounds or 
more. Lake Fork has produced more than 250 
entries into the Toyota ShareLunker Program, 
which requires that fish weigh 13 pounds or 
more. Both the first ShareLunker, a fish weigh-
ing 17.67 pounds, and the current state record 
largemouth bass of 18.18 pounds were caught 
from Lake Fork.
  Lake Fork’s ability to produce big bass was 
confirmed by the 2014 Toyota Texas Bass 
Classic, which was won by Keith Combs with 
a three-day total weight of 110 pounds. “No 
other lake in the country has come close to 
that,” Jordon says.
  Each year the Toyota Texas Bass Classic 
brings thousands of spectators to the lake to 

enjoy country music concerts and a variety of 
outdoor activities in the Outdoor Adventure 
Zone, but its real purpose is to benefit TPWD’s 
youth fishing programs. Each year Toyota do-
nates $250,000 to support TPWD programs 
such as Neighborhood Fishin’ and the Texas 
division of the Wildlife Forever State-Fish Art 
Contest. In 2015 those donations will reach the 
$2.25 million mark.
  “The Neighborhood Fishin’ Program is what 
Donato Ramos and Dan Friedkin championed,” 
Jordon says. The program regularly stocks fish 
into 17 urban-area lakes that allow people to 
fish close to home. The newest Neighborhood 
Fishin’ lakes are Woldert Pond in Tyler, just 
down the road from Lake Fork, and Small 
Pond in Grover Nelson Park in Abilene. “We 
estimate that some 100,000 people a year fish 
in Neighborhood Fishin’ ponds, and about half 
those are youth or people new to fishing,” says 
Dave Terre, TPWD’s Chief of Management 
and Research.
  The Texas division of the State-Fish Art Con-
test allows students in grades K-12 to submit 
drawings of fish and compete for scholar-

(See Toyota Texas....Continued on Page 17-A)
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Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

• Capacity rating 400 lbs.  web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

Proud Sponsor of the “11th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
•  No more sl ipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer 
fenders with your shoes
• No more worrying about 
loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when 
entering and exiting
• Has a srong and durable 
powder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

Endorsed By:

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most 
bay, center console, & high 
bow pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that 

fits most swing-away 
tongue.

The ESS-3
A 3 step model that fits most 

air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
& pleasure boat trailers.

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 

ESS-3SA model 
on his New 

Legend
211-Alpha.” 

2012 BASSMASTER CLASSIC
CHAMPION ~ CHRIS LANE

Great Ways To Go “Out of Business”
Think Your Location is Your Best 
Advertisement;  Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows the Services You 
Provide;    Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows the Merchandise 
You Carry;    Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows the Specials You 
Have Listed;   Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows When You Have A 
Sale;   Don’t Advertise!

Think Time at The Same Location Is Your 
Best Advertisement;  Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows You Have Trained 
Staff;   Don’t Advertise!

Don’t Advertise When...
You Have So Much Business You Can’t 

Stand Another Paying Customer!
You Can’t Stand Money or Success!

Or: WHEN YOU ARE OUT OF BUSINESS!

The Fisherman’s Guide News~903-383-7748

If You  Are Thinking ...
You Would Like To Stay In Business And 
Need More Customers, Clients, Income, 

& Exposure; Think About Advertising In

Afterall...
This Got Your Attention & Business 

Advertising & Promotion Is Tax Deductible!
“Where’s Your Money Best Spent?”

Check Out Our New Stainless Steel Models
NEW FOR 2015

ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

“All Newly Remodeled!”

We Now Fill Propane Bottles

Final Top 10
1.  Brent Ehrler – 89 lbs. 12oz.
2.  Jason Christie – 87 lbs. 12oz.
3.  Andy Morgan – 83 lbs. 12oz.
4.  Chris Lane – 83 lbs. 8 oz.
5.  Shad Schenck – 81 lbs. 4 oz.
6.  Casey Ashley – 79 lbs. 4 oz.
7.  John Crews – 78 lbs. 8 oz.
8.  Mike Iaconelli – 72 lbs. 8 oz.
9.  Keith Combs – 65 lbs. 12 oz.
10.Brandon Palaniuk – 51 lbs.

Toyota Tundra Big Bass: 
Brent Ehrler – 10 lbs. 11oz.

LEER Heavyweight:
Jason Christie – 37 lbs. 4oz.

Ehrler and TPWD Outdoor Programs Big Winners at Toyota Texas Bass Classic (Continued from Page 7-A)
ota Tundra valued at 
$35,000.
  For much of the tour-
nament Ehrler fished 
offshore with a trio of 
baits including a Lucky 
Craft 3.5XD crankbait 
in shad color, a 6-inch 
hollow-bodied swim-
bait in shad color on a 
¾-ounce BOSS Swim-

bait Jig Head, and a 
¾-ounce BOSS Foot-
ball Jig Head tipped 
with a Yamamoto trail-
er. He used Daiwa rods 
and reels spooled with 
Sunline fluorocarbon 
for all of his presenta-
tions.
  He caught the bulk of 
his weight slow-roll-

ing the swimbait, but 
he also caught several 
fish on the crankbait 
and two key fish on 
the football head jig, 
including his biggest 
fish on Sunday and a 
6-pounder on Monday.
  Ehrler said that the key 
to his victory was using 
his Humminbird graph 

he explained. “I imme-
diately knew that I’d 
found a spot that could 
be very productive.”
  On Monday, he caught 
a limit weighing 23 
pounds off his primary 
area and then boated 
the 10-pounder and a 
6-pounder off his sec-
ondary area in the after-
noon. “Both areas that I 
fished were basically 
points that extended 
out into the lake and 
then dropped off,” he 
explained.
  In total, five of the 35 
competitors including 
Jason Christie, John 
Crews, Mike Iaconel-
li, Shad Schenck and 
Brent Ehrler, caught 
a Lake Fork bass sur-
passing the 24-inch slot 

length.
  Jason Christie of 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma, 
won the LEER Heavy-
weight award for his 
37-pound, 4-ounce 
limit on Saturday.
  Due to severe storms 
and heavy rainfall, the 
weigh-in venue and ac-
tivities were closed to 
the public on Sunday 
and Monday.
  For complete tour-
nament results, visit 
www.toyotatexasbass-
classic.com.
  For information on 
TPWD programs ben-
efiting from the Toyota 
Texas Bass Classic, 
visit www.tpwd.texas.
gov/fishart and www.
neighborhoodfishin.
org.

to find the winning 
school of fish early on 
the first day of practice. 
“I saw some fish down 
there, and on one of my 
first casts I hooked a 
6-pounder. When I was 
reeling it in, I noticed a 
bunch of other big ones 
following the hooked 
fish back to the boat,” 

Help Us To Be The Best.... 
Plan Your Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News” 
News or Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 or 

903-360-6994

Texas Game Wardens Arrest Two Killeen Men in Alligator Death
  A Texas Game Warden investigation sparked by 
social media posts on Facebook detailing the kill-
ing of an 11-foot alligator has resulted in the ar-
rests of two Killeen men.
  Texas Game Wardens recently arrested Bradley 
Gillis, 26, and James Haff, 33, on Class A mis-
demeanor charges for taking wildlife resources 
without landowner consent. The pair was booked 
into the Bell County Jail. Bond was set at $7,500 
each.
Game wardens in Bell County learned about the 
killing of a large alligator along the Lampasas 
River above Stillhouse Hollow Reservoir earlier 
in the week, including alleged details and photos 
on Facebook. Wardens then used the same social 
media outlet to solicit information from the pub-
lic. The game warden Facebook post garnered 
statewide news media attention, as well as numer-
ous tips from the public that helped in the inves-

tigation.
  Alligators have been observed in the Lampas-
as River above Stillhouse Hollow Reservoir for 
many years and reports of illegal harvest or docu-
mented dangerous interactions with the recreat-
ing public or local livestock have been extremely 
rare.
  Alligators may be taken in Texas on private prop-
erty only during the April 1-June 30 open season 
outside a 22-county core area in southeast Texas. 
Alligators may be taken from public waters ad-
jacent to private land by all lawful means except 
firearms; however, the person taking the alligator 
and the taking device must be on private property. 
State law requires that if a person wants to en-
gage in alligator hunting, they must be licensed, 
have prior landowner permission and a tag must 
be purchased upon harvest.
More information about alligator hunting can be 

found in the TPWD Outdoor Annual available on-
line at http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-
annual/2014-2015/animals/alligator.



Record Fish Prize Sponsored By:

For more information visit www.lakeforksa.com or (800)846-1849

$50,000 UP FOR GRABS*!
June 20 & 21, 2015

$25,000
or $10,000

For catching a new Texas state record

For catching a new
Lake Fork record!

WIN!

Bonus Cash Awards
Top Senior, Top Female

& Top Youth
Drawing for
Early Entries

Big-Fish Competition
7 Hourly Payouts Each Day

+ 7 Overall Winners

Open Tournament
Individual Competition

Hosted by:

Guaranteed
Cash Payout
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.Practice Safe
Boating

New Bass license plate aims to increase funding for fisheries
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is re-
introducing its largemouth bass conservation li-
cense plate with a new graphic design. Artwork 
on the new plate depicting a jumping bass chasing 
a lure was created by well-known wildlife artist 
Clemente Guzman.
In an online contest to determine the new plate 
design, Guzman’s jumping bass received the most 
votes from anglers with more than 4,000.
  “Our hope is that this more robust bass will ap-
peal to more anglers who will want to display this 
plate on their vehicles and boat trailers. By pur-
chasing this specialty plate they will help provide 
critical funding for Texas’ fish management pro-
grams,” says Dave Terre, Inland Fisheries Man-
agement and Research Chief. “The more plates 
purchased by anglers, the more funding will be 
available to help keep Texas one of the best places 
to fish in the country.”
  The new plate launched May 25, at the Toyota 
Texas Bass Classic on Lake Fork. Plates can be 
purchased online at www.ConservationPlate.org/
Bass or at local tax county offices for $30/year, of 
which $22/plate goes to TPWD.
  “The bass plate was one of the first plates we 

introduced back in 2002 and we wanted to take 
advantage of the new digital printing capabili-
ties at Texas Department of Motor Vehicles and 
give this plate a much-needed facelift” says Janis 
Johnson, TPWD marketing specialist who man-
ages the conservation license plate program. “In 
2008 we redesigned our white-tailed deer plate 
and sales increased 20 percent. We’re aiming for 
similar results with the new bass plate.”
  TPWD now offers seven conservation license 
plates, including the recently introduced hum-
mingbird and rattlesnake plates and the horned 
lizard plate (all three benefit native wildlife), the 
white-tailed deer (benefitting big game manage-
ment); and the camping and bluebonnet plates 
(both benefitting state parks) These specialty 
plates have generated more than $7 million for 
conservation efforts in Texas since the first plate 
was introduced in 1999.
  The plates are available for cars, trucks, mo-
torcycles, trailers and RVs for an annual fee of 
only $30. This fee does not replace the regular 
vehicle registration cost. Specialty plates may be 
purchased at any time of the year independent of 
vehicle registration renewal.

  For more information about specific projects that 
have benefitted from funds generated from the 
conservation license plate program, visit www.
conservationplate.org/projects .
  Toyota has been a proud sponsor of the TPWD 
Conservation License Plate program since 2003.

Keep Our Lake 
Clean Mike Payne caught this nice bass fishing with 

Lake Fork Guide David Ozio. C.P.R.
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WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

“Help Keep Our Lake Clean! Dispose of Your Trash Properly!”Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.

“The Legend of Lake Fork” 11th Annual Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 4-A)

peting to take home one of the 2015 Legend Bass 
Boats. Four of these are given away during the tour-
nament; two for the the heaviest over the slot of 24”, 
one for the heaviest under the 16” and one in a draw-
ing from all early entries received on or before April 
30th. 
  In previous years in the tournament the average weight 
for the heaviest bass under the slot averaged between 
2.61-pounds to 2.78-pounds. There had only been two 
exceptions to this average. At the 9th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork, Diane Vineyard won weighing in a 
3.00-pound bass and at the 7th Annual a 3.09-pound 
bass was weighed in. This year was no exception to 
the average. On the third day of the tournament Bryan 
Beck from Prairieville, Louisiana weighed in a bass 
under the slot weighing 2.71-pounds during the 9 to 
10 o’clock hour. Before Bryan brought his fish to the 
scales, William Vester had been leading in that cat-
egory since Friday with a bass weighing 2.59-pounds. 
For Mr. Beck’s catch he took home a check for $500, 
$100 for the T-shirt hour, and a certificate for a Leg-
end 191 Alpha, with a Mercury Motor, Motorguide 
Trolling Motor and Lowrance Electronics.
  The heaviest over the slot to win a new 2015 Legend 
211 Alpha Bass Boat was caught by Brett Green from 
Glenwood, Arkansas. He weighed in a lunker weigh-
ing 10.54-pounds during the 12 to 1 o’clock hour on 

Friday and his weight held up during the course of the 
tournament winning him a certificate for a 2015 Leg-
end 211 Alpha, Mercury, Motorguide, and Lowrance 
Electronics.
  The second heaviest bass over the slot and winning 
a 2015 Legend 199 Alpha equipped with Mercury, 
Motorguide, and Lowrance Electronics was caught 
by Tommy Climer from Mesquite, Texas. Tommy’s 
bass weighed 9.62-pouinds and was brought to the 
scales on Saturday during the 9 to 10 o’clock hour.
  This year’s winner of the draw boat from all of the 
early entries received on or before April 30th was 
Shane Thompson from Forney, Texas. Drawing his 
name from all of the entries was 7 year old Zane 
Strange from Mineola, Texas.
  This year being our 11th Annual, anglers had anoth-
er incentive to fish for. Randy Qualls, owner of Leg-
ends Boats, had a 211 Alpha fully equipped on hand 
to give to the first angler that brought an 11-pound 
even weight bass to the scales. Poor Randy had to 
take that beautiful boat all the way back to Mountain 
Home, Arkansas because that feat was not accom-
plished by any of the anglers. I just wonder what he 
has in store for “The Legend of Lake Fork” 12th An-
nual Big Bass Tournament that will be held on May 
13, 14, 15, 2016.
  This year in the special drawing we had a great guest 

to give away the prizes. Chris Lane, 2012 BASS World 
Champion and Touring Pro was on hand to give out 
a sponsored PowerPole and three Easy Step Systems. 
The winning anglers not only went home with a great 
prize but also a memory they will never forget.
  The 12th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass 
Tournament is scheduled for May 13, 14, 15, 2016. As 
promised to the anglers, as we grow, so will paybacks 
and prizes. There will be more chances and more in-
centives for anglers to go home winners. Then Again, 
you’re always a winner when you fish Lake Fork. 

A big thanks to the ladies that kept the paper-
work and the anglers straight, (rt to lt) Sue 
Hampton, Gloria Gilley, and Connie Steel.

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

Tommy & mother Dana Martin, 
Houston, TX.,

Dana Martin, Houston, TX.,

"Way to go Mom ~ A 
Trophy Morel!"

Michelle Wood, 
Longview, TX.,

Michael Brown, 
Waco, TX.,

Malcolm Brown, 89 and still go-
ing strong, Abilene, Tx.,

Happy Anniversary to my mom & 
dad, Nova & Bob Carleton, Lees-

ville, MO. Miss and Love You!

Marty Snyder, Tightwad, 
Mo., with a very generous 

gift!

"Way to go Tommy!"

Walker Paschall from 
Weatherford, TX.,

Tony, Michael, Taylor & David 
Brown on their annual family 

trip

Mike McKinney
Louisville, KY.,

David Brown
Abilene, TX.,

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Born of Dreams

(See Toyota Texas....Continued on Page 13-A)

  The Toyota Texas Bass Classic (TTBC) sched-
uled in May on Lake Fork is the world cham-
pionship of bass fishing, but it was born of a 
dream to involve more youth in fishing. And 
that dream was based on the work of Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) fish-
eries biologists who had a vision to make Lake 
Fork the best bass fishing lake it could be.
  Those dreams came together as a result of a 
chance meeting at a ranch gate in South Texas, 
and the results went far beyond what anyone 

dared dream of.
  Professional angler Kelly Jordon happened to 
be entering his deer lease through a gate shared 
with a neighboring ranch when the owner of 
that ranch drove up and saw Jordon’s wrapped 
truck promoting his sponsors. The ranch own-
er was Donato Ramos, a TPWD commissioner. 
“I asked him to dinner that night, and we talk-
ed about ways to better utilize resources and 
get the word out about how great Texas fishing 
is,” Jordon recalls. “The biggest priority for 

him was to find ways to involve more youth 
in fishing in Texas. I told him of my dream to 
have a tournament on Lake Fork to showcase 
my home lake. He liked the idea of showing 
people what we had in Texas and suggested 
that we make it a celebration not just of Lake 
Fork but also of TPWD’s efforts to improve 
fishing and the economic benefits of fishing to 
Texas.”
  The result of that conversation was a fish-



Crappie And Morels!
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

Waterfront and Water View RV Lots for Annual Lease
Caney Point RV Resort

903-474-1946 or 903-383-3295
Call About Our Special Priced Lots

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 50’ Level Concrete Pads, 

Full Hook-ups, Phone Lines, 50 Amp Electricity, 
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife

(Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

American Owned
Owner on Property

Call For A Tour Today!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Individual * Group • Corporate 
• Instructional & Beginner Trips

Michael McFarland
Lake Fork Guide Service

All Fishermen Welcome! Use the best rods, 
reels and tackle all provided and inclusive 
with this ad. Specializing in teaching, from 
the beginning basics all the way  through to  
the career pro level. High school team dis-
counts!!! Remember to take a kid fishing or 
hunting... there’s nothing more rewarding 
than the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

By Terri Moon

  It doesn’t get any bet-
ter than that! That’s 
why I just love this time 
of year. I always head 
to Missouri the end of 
April and spend a cou-
ple of weeks away from 
the  crappie and concen-
trate on hunting Morel 
Mushrooms! It’s always 
good to get to see fam-
ily and friends. I must 
say though, this year’s 
hunting was about as 
tough as the crappie 
fishing was before I left! 
It was a crazy year for 
both  (the weather was 
the key factor for both!) 
Just when temperatures 
would reach optimum 
levels, here comes 
winter again and shuts 
everything down – so, 
even though we didn’t 
find as many as usual, 
it was a great time and 
we enjoyed every min-
ute of it. A huge “thank 
you” to Marty Snyder 
of Tightwad, MO for 
surprising us with a tub 
full of morels. It was so 
much appreciated and 
enjoyed by the whole 
family!
  The whole time I’m 
gone I keep hearing of 
the big rains in Texas so 
decide to come home a 
little early to dodge the 
storms approaching. 

I couldn’t believe my 
eyes when I got back – 
“Lake Fork” was FULL 
!!! Holy Cow! It’s been 
years! As grateful as 
I am, I’m still a little 
sad – I miss seeing the 
trees! It’s a whole new 
lake! Thank goodness 
for my Lowrance Touch 
12 because without that 
GPS, I wouldn’t be able 
to find anything! It took 
a few days to get re-
acclimated to the new 
surroundings – but once 
I did, the fishing got re-
ally good.  In spite of 
rising water and then 
having all the flood 
gates open, I’ve been 
pleasantly surprised!
  The depths of the  crap-
pie have been subject 
to change daily. Some 
days we’re getting them 
12 to 16 ft. in 20-24 ft. 
of water – then other 
days they are 8-10 ft. 
in 10 to 16 ft. of water. 
Just keep an eye on that 
depth finder to see how 
deep they are holding. 

The baits working for us 
have been Bobby Gar-
land’s threadfin shad 
and Lake Fork Tackle’s 
“blue grass” live baby 
shad. The white bass re-
ally like these baits also 
in 24-28 ft. depths. 
  Another bait you might 
want to check out is 
“Thermocline Lures”. 
I’ve been hearing of 
some great catches on 
these baits and it sounds 
like they are worth look-
ing into!
  Wishing you all the 
best and please be safe 
out on the lake. All 
those trees are still out 
there – you just can’t 
see them! 
  Another “Big Thanks” 
to Chuck, Perry, and 
Greg at “Service Ma-
rine” for having my 
boat all serviced and 
ready to go for me when 
I got home. You guys 
are the best!
  Happy Father’s Day to 
you all and especially to 
my dad!    

TTBC Born of Dreams (Continued from Page 13-A)

ships. Artwork from 
that contest appears 
on Toyota Texas Bass 
Classic tickets. Re-
search shows that stu-
dents who take part 
in this contest are 
more likely to become 
interested in fish-
ing. More than 1,000 
youths entered the 
Texas division of the 
State-Fish Art Contest 
just ended, more than 
any other state.
  Conservation is at the 
heart of TPWD fish-
eries management, 
and the TTBC tourna-
ment format furthers 
that effort. Fish 16 
to 24 inches long are 
weighed on the water 
by judges and immedi-
ately released; anglers 
are allowed to bring 
only one fish over 24 
inches to the weigh-

in. Fish brought to the 
weigh-in are cared for 
by TPWD biologists 
and returned to the 
lake.
  One of the direct re-
sults of the TTBC’s 
catch-weigh- imme-
diate release format 
is the Major League 
Fishing circuit, which 
is fished by Jordon 
and many of the na-
tion’s top anglers. 
“The TTBC has had a 
tremendous impact,” 
Jordon says. “Major 
League Fishing is one 
of the most success-
ful and exciting tele-
vised fishing events. 
Its rules and the way 
we do things are direct 
descendants of TTBC. 
We weigh and imme-
diately release fish. 
I believe that is the 
future of competitive 

fishing.”
  “None of this can 
happen without pub-
lic support,” said 
Dave Terre, TPWD’s 
Inland Fisheries 
Chief of Management 
and Research. “By 
attending the Toyota 
Texas Bass Classic, 
you are also support-
ing TPWD programs 
such as Neighbor-
hood Fishin’ and the 
State-Fish Art Con-
test. In addition to 
helping make pos-
sible these programs 
that benefit your own 
family today, you 
will play a part in 
passing on the tradi-
tions of fishing and 
good management of 
our natural resources 
to future generations. 
They and we thank 
you.”

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan 
Your Trips To Lake Fork With “The 
Fisherman’s Guide News” News or 

Photos Send to 
fishnews@lakefork.net

or call: 903-383-7748 or 
903-360-6994
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca * Amber  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

903-638-1170 

“Pack of Knowledge” Going Shallow in the Summer

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

(See Ehrler and TPWD...
Continued on Page 14-A)

By Andrew Grills

  Every summer, many bass move out of shal-
low spawning areas to deeper offshore structure 
in the main lake. As advanced graphs and GPS 
units have made deep water fishing a lot easier 
and more effective, many anglers take up resi-
dence out deep in the summer too. However, bass 
are predators that live and feed wherever prey 
can be captured effectively. Take a glance in the 
shallows of most any lake during the summer and 

you’ll find it teeming with life—shad, panfish, ju-
venile fish, and minnows—better known to bass 
as “lunch.” No matter how warm the air or the 
water temperatures, you’ll be able to catch bass in 
shallow water all summer long. And some days, 
you can catch them better shallow than out deep.
  Start your search for shallow bass in a couple 
different areas. First, large flats with lots of grass 
or wood cover normally hold fish year-round. 
These are resident bass that spend their whole 
lives on the flats because they offer plenty of 
food in all seasons. Secondly, look for shallow 
water areas that are adjacent to deep water, either 
in large creeks or on the main lake. These shallow 
water feeding areas offer the best of both worlds 
to bass—the cooler temps and security of deep 
water, with quick access to food. Good examples 
of this are lily pad covered main lake points or 
banks in major coves where the creek channel 
swings in close.
  Once you’ve located some likely areas, good 
timing will contribute to your success. Early and 
late in the day, or during the middle of the day if 
it is cloudy and windy, fish tend to roam more and 
you’ll want to cover the flats more with horizon-
tal presentations like spinnerbaits or crankbaits. 
During the middle of the day, especially when it 

is calm and sunny, fish tighten to cover near drop-
offs or creek channels. For instance, flipping trees 
along a creek channel running through a flat or 
worming the outside weed edge on a point will of-
ten work well. These more vertical presentations 
will often result in bigger bass, too.
  Depending on the conditions and the cover, pick 
a lure that’ll match the bass’ primary forage. In 
most cases, bass will be keying in on bluegill, shad, 
or crawdads. Bright orange and yellow accents to 
brown, green and purple lures match bluegill and 
other sunfish well, while silver or white mimic 
shad, and browns or greens replicate the look of 
most crawdads. As noted before, spinnerbaits and 
shallow running crankbaits great ways to locate 
concentrations of fish, especially on windy and 
cloudy days or during low light conditions. These 
baits will not only catch active fish, but they often 
give away the location of a large school. Once the 
action slows on the search baits, I’ll slow down 
and work the area over with soft plastic jerkbaits. 
Work these baits weightless or wacky rigged over 
the top of grass and around wood to coax out the 
less active fish. 
  When the fish are less active, fish around the 
heaviest cover with a Texas rig, jig, or shaky head. 
A worm is hard to beat in the summertime and it’s 
normally my first choice. I rig these with the light-
est weight possible for a slow fall and let them 

(See Pack of Knowledge...Continued on 21-A)

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

BYOB

wELCOME sKEETER oWNERS tOURNAMENT 

2015 Season Open
With All The Food, Fun &

“New Orleans Spirits” 
Open 4 PM to 9 PM 
Friday & Saturday 

Through June 13
Call ~ 903-383-7121

For Info & Orders to Go!!

Stocking Dealer

Corner of 154 and 515
 Open June 24 - July 4

      817-863-5402

Celebrate Independence Day With A Big Bang!!!

We have all of
Your favorites!!!

Ehrler and TPWD Outdoor Programs Big 
Winners at Toyota Texas Bass Classic
  Brent Ehrler of Red-
lands, California, won 
the Toyota Texas Bass 
Classic on Lake Fork 
over the Memorial Day 
weekend, taking home 
a check for $100,000, 
a fully rigged bass 
boat and a 2015 Toyota 
Tundra.
  Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) also came 
away a big winner. 
For the ninth year in a 
row, Gulf States Toy-
ota donated $250,000 
to TPWD in support 
of such programs as 
Neighborhood Fishin’ 
and the Texas State-
Fish Art Contest. This 
year the total amount 
donated reached $2.25 

million.
  Ehrler said that it was 
hard to put into words 
what the TTBC title 
meant to him. “I’m 
still kind of shocked. I 
really didn’t think that 
I had a great chance to 
win today, because I 
was so far behind,” he 
explained. “This win 
ranks way up there for 
me. At Media Day on 
Thursday, they present-
ed Keith Combs with 
his 2014 championship 
ring, and I remember 
thinking, ‘It would be 
really cool to have a 
ring like that.’ I never 
expected that it would 
actually happen.”
  Ehrler entered the fi-
nal day of competition 

Monday in fifth place 
with a total weight of 
58 pounds, 4 ounces. 
Despite averaging over 
29 pounds a day for the 
first two days of com-
petition, the California 
pro had yet to catch a 
bass surpassing Lake 
Fork’s 24-inch slot 
length.
  That changed shortly 
before 1:00 p.m. on 
Monday, when Ehrler 
boated a 10-pound, 
11-ounce bass to take 
over the top spot on the 
leaderboard. The Lake 
Fork giant proved to be 
the Tundra Big Bass of 
the tournament, earn-
ing Ehrler a 2015 Toy-
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     Lake Fork 
              Resort

Located 1/2 Mile South of 
Hwy 515 on Hwy. 17 On Lake Fork

Call Today For Your Reservations
27 Motel Rooms  •  RV Park • Swimming Pool 

Cafe • Fishing Pier • Boat Ramp
• Boat Slips • Store • Guide Services

BOOK YOUR ROOMS TODAY!  AND...DON'T FOR-
GET OUR GREAT HOME COOKING, FEATURING 

"ANY TIME BREAKFAST", OUR JUICY HOME-
STYLE BURGERS, HOME-MADE FRENCH FRIES 

AND OUR OUTSTANDING CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 
IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

(903) 765-2987 or 1-800-230-4367 
e-mail: reservations@lakeforkresort.com 
5004 North F.M. 17 • Alba, Tx. 75410Answers on Page 21-A
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

(See June’s In.....
Continued on Page 20-A)

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

CHL Classes
NRA Pistol

Shooting 
Courses 

Indoor Gun 
Range

State of the Art 
Range 

GunSmithing
Reloading Supplies

Firearms & 
Ammunition 
Personalized 

Service
 

Hours: Tues thru Sat 
9am - 5pm 

4387 FM 515 • Emory, TX  75440
903-473-3780

www.lakeforkfirearms.com

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

See Us on Facebook
(Carts To Go in Texas)

Friday-Sunday

By David Ozio

  “If you haven’t been to Lake Fork in a while, 
you will probably be somewhat startled when you 
see that the lake is now over pool. Not since 2010 
have we seen the water at this level and I person-
ally take it as a welcome site. The life of the fish-
ery depends on this type of occurrence and I have 
seen signs all month that the future for Lake Fork 
looks even brighter. Most notably, the amount of 
bass fry that are tucked way back into the flooded 
bank grass and willow bushes. They are already 
an inch long already and well protected.
     All this being said, let’s take a look at June, my 
favorite month of the year. For the most part, the 
spawn is complete and the bass will start moving 
back out to the main lake to reside around their 

summer haunts. The cool thing about this time of 
the year is that the fish will start to group up and 
hold in certain areas for the entire month. Timing 
will be the key from that point once you locate 
where they are holding. Lowrance electronics pro-
vide the “up and close” look at them once they are 
in their living room and making a mental note of 
the time of day that you see them will help you put 
giants in the boat consistently.
      Start your search focusing on offshore struc-
ture. Humps, roadbeds, ridges and deep points 
will hold the lion share of the migrating bass and 
the next step will be to determine where on the 
structure they are holding. Look for irregularities 
on the deep point or hump such as a small nodule 
or indention. The next step will be to identify the 
bait source. Bass feed on sand bass and that will 
be a good start. What ensues from here will be the 
narrowing down what they will bite. This doesn’t 
need to be complicated, stick with what got you 
there in the past. Carolina rig, football jigs, flut-
ter spoons, crankbaits and my favorite, the drop 
shots will all do the job and choosing the right ap-
plication per the structure you are fishing will be 
the next task at hand. C-rigs work just about ev-
erywhere. I prefer Zoom magnum trick worms as 
the presented fare, redbug, watermelon candy red 
or watermelon magic will suit most all conditions. 

With regard to jigs, PB&J is tough to beat with 
any watermelon combination trailer attached. Ex-
periment with the color on the spoons, gold or sil-
ver handle the heavy lifting most of the time. The 
Strike King 10XD will take care of the crankbait 
work as it catches hawgs of staggering propor-
tion. Shad colors or chartreuse/blue will do the 
trick and I use 15lb fluorocarbon line to navigate 
through the submerged trees. Long rods are rec-
ommended for this application and it helps with 
making long casts.
     The shallow bite is also an option and don’t 
rule out top water and frog action especially 
around flooded willow trees. Once the sun makes 

Recreational Anglers Get 10-Days in Federal Waters for Red Snapper
  Texas recreational 
anglers will have just 
10 days to catch the 
popular sport fish in 
Gulf of Mexico fed-
eral waters this sum-
mer unless they hire 
a charter vessel under 
new framework an-
nounced by the Na-
tional Marine Fisher-
ies Service (NMFS).
  The recreational sea-
son in federal waters 

is set for June 1-10, 
while a new for-hire 
charter recreational 
season will run June 
1-July 14. The daily 
bag limit for red snap-
per caught in federal 
waters is 2 with a 
minimum length limit 
of 16 inches. In Tex-
as state waters out to 
nine nautical miles, 
there is no closed sea-
son on red snapper 

and the daily bag limit 
is 4 with a 15-inch 
minimum.
  The new recreation-
al red snapper sector 
division framework 
is the result of re-
cent passage of Gulf 
of Mexico Reef Fish 
Amendment 40 by the 
U.S. Department of 
Commerce. Amend-
ment 40 divides the 
recreational fishery 

quota between private 
recreational anglers 
fishing off of federal-
ly-permitted vessels 
and those who fish off 
of their own boat. The 
commercial red snap-
per fishing segment 
is not affected by the 
amendment.
  Anglers can assist 

in the effort to track 
Texas landings of red 
snapper this season by 
reporting their catch-
es. This year, TPWD 
is partnering with the 
Harte Research In-
stitute in a voluntary 
electronic reporting 
system that will en-
able anglers to report 

landings online and 
through a new mobile 
app. 
  The new mobile app 
is available for down-
load now and anglers 
can begin report-
ing their red snapper 
catch. More informa-
tion is available at 
www.iSnapper.org.

“Bassin’ With Bubba”
Lake Fork Style

                             903-360-6994
email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

June’s In! Now tune in on the Summer Pattern   (Continued from Page 6-A)

Bent Tree Motel

381 W. Lennon Dr. (Hwy 69N) Emory, TX ~ 903-473-0061
(Next Door To The Dairy Queen ~ 9 Miles from Lake Fork Boat Ramp) 

email: benttreemotel@gmail.com
30 Units

2 Double Queen 
Size or Full Size 

Beds
Boat Parking 

Available With 
Hook-Ups

3 Suites
2 ~ 1 Bedroom 
With Jacuzzi & 

Bathroom
1 ~ Family Suite

2 Bedroom
2 Bath

Room Amenities Include
Free wifi ~ Cable TV ~ Coffee Pot ~ 

Microwave oven
Refrigerator ~ Condiment Package ~ 

Alarm Clock ~ Hair Dryer

11th ANNUAL LEGEND OF LAKE FORK OPEN BIG BASS TOURNAMENT FINALS
DAY 1

11 - 12 Hour7 - 8 Hour11 - 12 Hour
Thomas Wurst           8.90
Elton Jeans                   7.72
Don Penick                   2.22
James Morgan             2.13
Danny Dulude              2.13
William Sharp             2.07 
Thomas Wyche            1.98

8 - 9 Hour
Brian Sanders              9.43
Robert Probes               8.09
Rodney Hesser             2.35
Don Penick                   2.16
Kim Bryant                  1.90
Danny Dulude              1.89 
Richard Mutina           1.88

9 - 10 Hour
William Pfingsten        2.44
Randy Morrison          2.38
Shane Thompson         2.33
Michael Miles               2.20
Thomas Wurst             2.19
Chris Campbell            2.10 
Mike Davis                   2.07

William Vester              2.59
Van Stroud                    2.42
Mark Ryer                    2.35
Chris Petty                    2.31
Dayne Bonvillain          2.27
Phillip Hope                  2.22 
Francis Pelowski          2.19

Ed Blackburn                 2.49
Robert Ordway              2.28
Troy Buderus                 2.17
Glyn Marsh                    2.17
Justin Priest                   2.10
Ed Howard                     2.07 
Richard Guidry             2.05

Brett Green                 10.54
Ron Kelley                     2.27
Mike Harp                     2.11
John Duran                   2.10
Gerry Cox                     2.07
Cody Dodd                    2.01 
Mitch Atteberry            1.96

12 - 1 Hour

Mark Hubbard             8.42
Mike Craig                    7.86
Thomas Wurst              7.83
Jody Warren                 6.39
James Norwood            2.39
Bryan Flenniken           2.35 
Jeff Ward                       2.34

Chris Clampet               2.37
James Arnold                2.24
Sam Trinca                    2.22
Donald Johnson            2.18
James Callahan             2.17
Ken Baker                      2.13 
Russell Pryor                 2.12

Charles Credicott        8.07
Charles Spence            7.96
Lawrence Tweddle      2.36
John Zanter                  2.35
Mike Harp                    2.29
Gary Goodman            2.17 
Danny Azlin                 2.15

Doug Whitley               9.00
David Roche                 8.34
Thomas Samples         1.95
Chris Gilroy                 1.93
Ray Helveston              1.83
Jason Smith                  1.82 
Paul Lowke                  1.80

Tommy Climer             9.67
Brandon Fugate           9.02
James Johnson             2.40
Mark Williams             2.39
Don Penick                   2.37
Travis Ledford             2.20 
James Cain                   2.18

Charles Vaughn           8.74
Kyle Smirl                    2.58
Jason Flenniken          2.46
Brandon Brossett        2.32
Sam Trinca                  2.32
Jeremy Collins             2.27 
Paul Jeffcoat                2.20

David Cochran             8.63
Tommy Wilkerson        2.28
Joe Hicks                       2.25
Robert Richardson       2.22
Glyn Marsh                   2.17
Russell Pryor                2.16 
Kyle Rawlinson            2.12

Eddie Ramsey               7.57
Tyler Northcutt             2.29
Nick Brown                   2.29
Chris Petty                    2.22
Clint Chaffin                 2.17
Jeff Looney                   2.15 
Loran Nowlin               2.12

Dan Lefever                8.41
Ken Bradshaw              7.66
Blake Slater                  2.41
James Yarbrough         2.36
Brandon Keown           2.15
Danny Dulude               2.09     
Haden Sickles               2.05

Brian Sanders                2.37
Joel Pugh                       2.35
Mark Carter                  2.17
Chris Elrod                    2.13
Jose Solis                        2.09
Jody Warren                  2.07 
James Callahan             2.06

DAY 2

2015 Legend Boat Winners: Over Slot ~ Brett Green w/ 10.54-lbs. Tommy Climer w/9.67-lbs.  Under Slot ~ Brian Beck  w/2.71-lbs. Draw Boat ~Shane Thompson 

8 - 9 Hour

7 - 8 Hour

10 - 11 Hour

 12 - 1 Hour

2 - 3 Hour

1 - 2 Hour 9 - 10 Hour

10 - 11 Hour 2 - 3 Hour

 1 - 2 Hour

DAY 3
7 - 8 Hour 11 - 12 Hour

8 - 9 Hour 12 - 1 Hour

9 - 10 Hour 1 - 2 Hour

10 - 11 Hour 2 - 3 Hour

Jason Smith                  2.34
Don Penick                    2.29
Thomas Wyche             2.23
Joey Johnson                2.18
Joe Cooper                    2.14
John Carter                   2.11 
Rodney Griffin              2.04

William Moore              2.28
Donna Biondi                2.26
Don Overstreet              2.23
Jim Brundidge              2.20
Andrew Doerge             2.16
Richard Cresswell         2.11 
Jody Warren                 2.06

Loyd Masterson            2.17
Leonard Martin            2.05
Daniel Stahl                   2.02
Jackson Hammond       1.95
Melton Homer               1.85
Ronald Cook                 1.85 
Bart Gardner                1.83

Harry Vissering            8.36
Bart Gardner                2.07
George Luedtke            2.02
Robert King                  1.72
William Hawthorne     1.69
Roger Willcutt              1.65 
Brandon Fugate           1.65

Bryan Beck                    2.71
Kenny LaDuke              2.42
Chad Craddock             2.40
Daniel Stahl                   2.33
Robert Hebert               2.29
James Crawford            2.14 
Michael Lambert          2.10

Gary Kincaid                2.21
Victor Saunders            2.08
Jonathon Davis             2.04
Charles Sutton              1.99
Martin Painter              1.95
James Snell                   1.91 
Jason Flenniken            1.91

Charles Benedict          2.50
Paul Bacon                    2.32
Thomas Kressley          2.16
Loyd Masterson           2.10
Doug Garrett                2.09
Kyle Smirl                     2.03 
Richard Altman           1.98

Christopher Barton      7.91
Randy Woodard            7.37
Rodney Hamlin             2.19
James Ray                     2.16
Timothy McDill            2.13
Jeremy Powell               2.09 
Jason Smith                   2.08

12th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament May 13, 14, 15, 2016

it’s way up, shift gears and pitch a creature bait as 
far back in those willow trees as possible. A 3/8 
ounce weight will do the trick and use at least 20lb 
line. Your favorite colors will work fine, no need 
to complicate the process. The most important 
factor in this process will be the accuracy of the 
pitch. Pick the bush apart until you key on where 
the bass are positioned. Once that is established, 
follow that pattern across the lake. It will pay off 
in spades. If simple action is what you seek espe-
cially if kids are involved, I would chase the sand 

bass. You can use a 1/2 ounce Hopkins spoon or a 
1/2 ounce jig head with a fluke jr. attached. This is 
wicked fun on light line. We can spend a day on 
the water if you like and I can teach you the ropes 
how to catch a ton of these entertainment fish.
          If you are headed out to Lake Fork in June 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love 
to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have a few 
dates open in June and some in July. I also have 
gift certificates available if you have friends or 
loved one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge 
bass. You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-
mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow me 
on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Lake-
ForkGuideDavidOzio. I run a Skeeter FXi with a 
Yamaha 250SHO and would like to thank Skee-
ter for making my office on the lake the best in 
the country. I would also like to thank G-Loomis, 
Shimano and Talon Lures for making my job the 
blast that it is. A special shout out to Nautical Mile 
Marine in Tyler for all their help in keeping me on 
the water seven days a week, no issues. I hope to 
see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. “Ev-
eryone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.” 

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R. Bubba’s big treat of the tournament was the 
shrimp boil, with the biggest shrimp he’d ever 
seen thanks to Dayne “Chopper” Bonvillain.

Dannatta Grisham caught this nice Lake Fork 
bass while fishing with guide David Ozio. 
Weight not provided. C.P.R.
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
2712 N. Hwy. 17

Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479 Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 

on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 
South 3 Miles

"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

Newly Remodeled
MOTEL ROOMS

New Owners! New Management! NewAttitude!"

Visit Us Online
www.gofishfork.com

"CATCH OF THE MONTH"
Caught from the pier!

Practice C.P.R.

Practice Safe
Boating

Pack of Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

soak a long time be-
tween hops, because 
many of your bites 
will come as the bait 
is sitting still. Other 
times, you’ll illicit 
reaction strikes by 
pitching a Texas rig 
or jig to the heaviest 
grass or wood cover 
available. Hop your 
bait around a couple 
times, and then pitch 

the next target. Final-
ly, for the most reluc-
tant of bass, a shaky 
head rig with a finesse 
worm will work won-
ders. Cast this rig to 
any shallow cover and 
gently shake your bait 
in place between hops. 
I use 20 lb braid with 
a 6’ fluorocarbon lead-
er of 15 lb. On tough 
days, this rig is easy 

to fish and can turn a 
tough bite into steady 
action.
  Andrew is a profes-
sional guide on Lake 
Fork and is sponsored 
by Skeeter Boats, 
Nautical Mile Ma-
rine Tyler, Costa Del 
Mar, M-Pack Lures 
and Simms fishing ap-
parel.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

“The Legend of Lake Fork” 11th Annual Big Bass Tournament

12th
Annual

May
13,14,15

2016

By Don Hampton

  The worst enemy of “The Legend of Lake Fork” 
11th Annual Big Bass Tournament that was held 
on May 16, 17, 18 was the weather man! The 
prediction of strong winds, heavy rain, hail and a 
tornado watch, thankfully did not occur. On Sun-
day, the last day of the tournament weather got 
extreme, but only for an hour and a half in the 
morning. Even the threat and promise of severe 
weather did not keep 1,131 devout anglers from 
coming and testing their skills in an effort of win-
ning a portion of the $320,000 guaranteed in cash 
and prizes to be won. The threat of severe weather 
might have kept members of the WFWF (Wimpy 
Fair Weather Fishermen) away, but it didn’t keep 
anglers from nineteen states and two countries 
from coming to Lake Fork to compete. One such 
angler even flew in from Germany to fish the tour-
nament with his son and father.
  When the scales opened on Friday the first day of 

the tournament we really thought anglers were go-
ing to have to work hard to beat the heaviest bass 
under the 16” slot to win the Legend Boat for that 
weight. The first bass was a beauty weighing close 
to an estimated 3-pounds. I’ve had that weight win 
a boat before but that angler had a current Texas 
Fishing License. This one did not! He was fortu-
nate he only got a DQ.  If the game wardens had 
not been away teaching at the academy, he would 
have had more to be disgusted with himself about. 
The case is similiar with many others on the first 
day. Perhaps it was the excitement or anticipation 
of winning but I had never seen so many bass not 
measured properly in one day of any tournament 
I’ve ever conducted. More anglers got it right than 
wrong though and there were nine bass over the 
slot with four of those coming in 1 to 2 o’clock 
hour. There were a total of 23 bass over the slot 
caught during the three days of the tournament.
  Besides the hourly paybacks anglers were com-

(See The Legend....Continued on Page 16-A)
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

End of 
the Year

Clearance Sale All 2014 Models In Stock

2014
Ranger
Z520C

2014
Triton
20XS

(2) 2014
Triton
18XS

2014
Ranger

MPV 1652

Loomis RV Park, Boat Storage,

and Open Storage 
Located 2 Miles South of Yantis, Texas

on Highway 154 at Lake Fork
RV Lots Available

Monthly or Annual Leases Available, With Septic, 
Water, Garbage Provided. Covered Pavillion on site, 
small fishing pond, 1 mile from public boat ramp on 

Lake Fork.

Open Storage
Built in 2014

12 1/2’ x 50’ or 12 1/2’ x 25’
Under Roof Plus Electric

“Secure and Protected, Monthly or 
Annually!”

Call 903-383-3050
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    “Bassin’ With Bubba 
Guide  Services”

Lake Fork
“The Big Bass 

Capital of Texas”
Individual * Group 

Corporate 
Instructional 

& Beginner Trips 
Welcome 

903-383-7748 or 903-360-6994

www.bassinwithbubba.com NOW BOOKING!!!
The spawn on Lakes

Monticello and Welsh
LAKE FORK
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Hook N’ Cook
Sand Bass Tournament

Saturday, August 8, 2015
Benefitting “The Wish To Fish Foundation”

Tournament Headquarters: Fisherman’s One Stop • Hwy 515 CR 1970
Tournament Committee: Don Bubba Hampton, Scott Fruge  

Guaranteed Pay-Out Based on 100 Entries
Drawings will be held after weigh-in for door prizes

There will be a big bass pot ~ $10 per person entry
Big Bass will pay Three (3) places. (Based on 100 entries)

1st Place                 $600.00
2nd Place               $500.00
3rd Place         $400.00
4th Place                $300.00
5th Place                $200.00

1st Place                $500.00
2nd Place               $300.00
3rd Place        $200.00

Entry Includes Free Fish Fry With All The Fixins’ Starting at 5 P.M.
Bring The Family & BYOB • Donations Accepted For W.T.F.F.

Fishing Hours: 6 A.M. to 12 P.M. Weigh-In Between 12 & 1 P.M. Must Be In Line By 1 P.M.
1. Entry fee is $25.00.                                                            
2. Early entries optional (No Discount)                          
3. All entry fees must be paid before 6 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 8, 2015.                                                                                                                                  
4. Sign Up: Friday, Aug. 7, 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday,Aug. 8,                                                                                    

5 a.m. to 5:30 a.m. at  Fisherman’s One Stop.  
5. Tournament is open to any  person with a Valid Texas Fishing License.
    Minors can compete but must have signed release form.
6. All State and Local Laws Apply.
7. No alcohol or drugs allowed during tournament hours.
8. Trailering is allowed.

9. Iced Fish Will Be Allowed.
10. Trolling with big motor is allowed.
11. Each contestant may weigh-in only 5 fish.
12. 10” Minimum Length. Live bait is allowed.
13. No pooling of fish, all persons in boat must be paid entry.
14. Contestants can only fish with as many rods as they can.
15. Contestants must agree to submit to a polygraph.
16. Tournament Director & Committee Decisions Are Final.
17. Mail in entries must be received by July 31, 2015
18. All fish become property of tournament to be fried. 

Entry fee of $25 must accompany mailed entry and must be postmarked on or before July 31, 2015 to Wish To Fish 
Foundation, 538 PR 5861, Yantis, TX 75497, or you may pay $25 at tournament headquarters before starting time of 
tournament. $10 extra for Big Sandie (optional). Print clearly. No Checks Accepted at Tournament Sign In.

Entry Application

Name______________________________Email_____________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

City_________________________State________________Zip_________________ 

Having read and understood the tournament rules, by my signature I agree to accept 
all decisions of the judges as final. By my signature I waive, release and hold harm-
less all members, officials and sponsors of any and all alleged liabilities to me and/or 
my equipment.

Contestant Signature___________________________________________________

Minor’s release: Signed by_________________________________Parent/Guardian

Wish To Fish
Use Only

Entry #___________

EntryFee_________

Big Sandie__________

Cash_____Ck#_____

80%
Payback

100%
Payback

Characteristic Differences Between Bubbas and Bubbettes
By Don Hampton

  Besides the most obvious of differences be-
tween a Bubba and a Bubbette (male & female) 
the characteristics of each differ immensely.
  One for instance is nicknames bestowed upon 
each other.
  When the Bubbettes go out for lunch, if it is 
Sue, Jane, Darlene, and Connie, they will call 
each other Sue, Jane, Darlene, and Connie. If 
Joe Bob, Leroy, Billy Bob and Boudreaux go 
out for the night, they will affectionately refer 
to each other as Fat Boy, Godzilla, Peanut Head 
and Fish Brains and each one knows when they 
are being spoken to.
  When eating out and the waitress brings 
the bill, Bubbas will each throw in $20, even 
though it’s only for $22.50. None of them will 
have anything smaller, and none will actually 
admit they want change back. When the Bub-
bettes get their bill, out come the pocket cal-
culators and each one knows to the very penny 
just how much their portion is and exactly what 
percentage to tip the waitress.
  When money is an issue, Bubba will pay $2 for 
a $1 item he wants. Bubbette will pay $1 for a 
$2 item she doesn’t want.
  In Bubba’s bathroom he will have six items. A 
toothbrush, shaving cream, razor, a bar of soap, 
a comb and a towel from the Holiday Inn. The 
average number of items in Bubbette’s bath-

room is 337. Bubba would not be able to iden-
tify most of these items or be able to tell you 
just what their purpose might be.
  In an argument, Bubbettes always have the last 
word. Anything Bubba says after that is the be-
ginning of a new argument. Even saying “Okay 
baby, whatever you say is right!” could be con-
strued as a smart remark and start it all over.
  As far as thinking about the future, Bubbettes 
worry about the future until they find a husband. 
Bubbas never worry about the future until they 
get a wife.
  When it comes to holy state of matrimony, Bub-
bette marries a man expecting he will change, 
but he doesn’t. Bubba marries a woman think-
ing she will never change, but sure as shootin’ 
she does.
  A successful Bubba is one that makes more 
money than his Bubbette can spend. A success-
ful Bubbette is one who can find such a Bubba 
that will keep her in WalMart money.
  Bubba will dress up for two occasions, funer-
als and weddings. Bubbette will dress up to go 
shopping, water the plants, empty the garbage, 
answer the phone, read a book, or get the mail.
  As far as Bubba and Bubbette’s offspring, Bub-
bette knows all about her children. She knows 
about dentist appointments and romances, best 
friends and favorite foods and secret fears, 
hopes and dreams. Bubba is vaguely aware of 
some short people living in the same house.

  So now you know the charactertistic differ-
ences between a Bubba and Bubbette.
  In closing, if you are a Bubba married to Bub-
bette, forget your mistakes. There’s no since in 
two people remembering the same thing. Be-
sides Bubbette will keep reminding you of them.  
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Brett Green from Glenwood, AR., won heavi-
est bass over the slot in “The Legend of Lake 
Fork” 11th Annual Big Bass Tournament with 
a 10.54-lb. bass and was presented his Legend 
Boat by Don Hampton, Tournament Director, 
Randy Qualls, Owner,  Legend Boats, and 
Chris Lane, 2012 BassMaster World Cham-
pion and Touring Pro.

Tommy Climer from Mesquite, TX., won sec-
ond heaviest bass over the slot in “The Legend 
of Lake Fork” 11th Annual Big Bass Tourna-
ment with a 9.62-lb. bass and was presented his 
Legend Boat by Don Hampton, Tournament 
Director, Randy Qualls, Owner Legend Boats, 
and Chris Lane, 2012 BassMaster World 
Champion and Touring Pro.

Bryan Beck from Prarieville, LA., won heavi-
est bass under the slot in “The Legend of Lake 
Fork” 11th Annual Big Bass Tournament with 
a 2.71-lb. bass and was presented his Legend 
Boat by Don Hampton, Tournament Director, 
Randy Qualls, Owner Legend Boats, and Chris 
Lane, 2012 BassMaster World Champion and 
Touring Pro.             (See Complete Story on Page 4-A)

Shane Thompson from Forney, TX., may not 
have weighed in the winning bass during the 
three days of “The Legend of Lake Fork 11th 
Annual Big Bass Tournament”,  but he was 
lucky enough to take home a certificate for a 
new Legend Bass Boat just by having his entry 
in before April 30th. All anglers that get their 
entries in on or before April 30th each year 
qualify to be in the drawing for a new Legend 
Bass Boat. Zane Strange from Mineola, (lt) 
drew his name from all the early entries.

FLW Touring Pro Brett Ehrler went to the 
top of the leader board on the final day of the 
Texas Toyota Bass Classic with the help of this 
10-pound 11-ounce Lake Fork hawg he caught 
on the final day of the tournament propelling 
him from 5th place on the second day of the 
tournament to 1st place and the big win on the 
final day. With this catch he also added to his 
winnings a new 2015 Toyota Tundra for the 
Toyota Big Bass of the tournament. (See Story on 
Page 7-A)

Some anglers don’t believe the weather man 
and his predictions but they do prepare them-
selves for whatever may come. You don’t have 
the be a meteorologist to know these anglers 
were prepared with their umbrella hats. From 
left to right Arthur Cooper, Francis (Chip) 
Compton, and J.B. Cooper were prepared from 
the bright sunlight or the rain. Nothing was go-
ing to stop their love of fishing. 


