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Dewayne Thomas from Ferris, Texas topped 1,623 anglers when he 
brought this 9.94-lb. bass to the weigh-in during the 6th Annual Mega 
Bass Tournament held on Lake Fork on April 6th winning him a 2014 
Ford truck, a Skeeter ZX200 powered by a Yamaha 200 SHO, MinnKo-
ta trolling motor and Humminbird electronics.

BassChamps 6th Annual Mega Bass
By Don Hampton

  With the largest pay-
out for a one-day big 
bass tournament, Bass-
Champs hosted the 6th 
Annual Ford Mega Bass 
Tournament on Lake 
Fork April 6, 2014. 
1,643 anglers, repre-
senting thirteen states, 
competed for seven 
new Ford F-150 trucks 
given away and the 
hourly cash pay-outs. 
  Anglers competed for 

eight hours on Lake 
Fork with seven of 
those hours being big 
pay-out hours with the 
top fifteen bass each 
hour being rewarded 
cash and prizes. The 
biggest bass each hour 
took home a new 2014 
Ford F-150 truck! Lake 
Fork being a slot lake, 
only bass 16” or less or 
24” or more are legal to 
be brought to the scales. 
All bass between 16” 
and 24” must be im-

mediately released 
back into the lake! 
This broke more than 
a few anglers hearts 
when an 8 or 9-pound 
bass didn’t quite reach 
the 24” mark. A few 
that measured wrong 
and thought they had 
the winning fish for a 
new truck just got to 
set in a truck with a 
TPWD Game Warden. 
  Chris Sinkey of Lew-
(See BassChamps...
     Continued on Page 4-A)

By Don Hampton

  Anglers if you missed 
the chance to get in on 
the early entry into the 
“10th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass 
Tournament”, you still 
have a chance to win 
one of the Legend boats 

to be given away and 
a chance to get in on 
the hourly pay-backs!
  Once again this is 
“The Legend of Lake 
Fork Big Bass Tour-
nament”, named for 
Lake Fork being such 
a legendary big bass 
lake. It is not an own-

ers’ tournament. All 
boats, makes, and 
models are welcome 
to come and compete.  
  We will be set up and 
taking entries at Lake 
Fork Marina, the tour-
nament headquarters, 

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Qualifiers Announced for 2014

(See 10th Annual...
     Continued on Page 5-A)

(Fifty of the World’s Best Anglers are Coming to Lake Fork)
  The Toyota Texas Bass 
Classic (TTBC), the 
World Championship 
of Professional Bass 
Fishing, brings the best 
set of qualified anglers 
to Lake Fork, May 
9-11. The three-day 
tournament combines 
the Top 15 in Angler of 
the Year (AOY) points 

from all three major 
tournaments including 
the Walmart FLW Tour, 
Bassmaster Elite Se-
ries and the PAA Tour-
nament Series. Daily 
tournament weigh-ins, 
outdoor expos and 
country music concerts 
will add to the daily ex-
citement of this event.

  “We’re extremely ex-
cited to have the most 
outstanding anglers in 
the world competing in 
the 2014 Toyota Texas 
Bass Classic. This tour-
nament can truly say 
that we have the best 
of the best competing 
(See Toyota Texasl...
     Continued on Page 7-A)



"The Fisherman's Guide,
         News You Can Use"

Don J. Hampton, Publisher/Owner
  Member  Texas Community
  Newspaper Association

  "The Fisherman's Guide, News You Can Use," is published monthly and 
is available free through our advertisers, area merchants, Cham-
bers of Commerce, and newsstands in the Northeast Texas area. 
All rights are reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without 
written consent is strictly prohibited.
  We welcome manuscripts and/or photographs. Postage must ac-
company all materials if return is required.
  Any erroneous reflection upon the character, reputation or stand-
ing of any individual or business will be corrected in the next editon 
upon being called to the publisher's attention.

     For news, articles, or advertising rates contact:
     "The Fisherman's Guide, News You Can Use"

         538 Private Road 5861 • Yantis, Tx. 75497 
             Lake Fork call Don: (903) 383-7748 or 
          Mobile: (903) 360-6994 Fax: (903) 383-7747
                e-mail: fishnews@lakefork.net
              Website: www.fishguidenews.com

    “Bassin’ With Bubba 
Guide  Services”

Lake Fork
“The Big Bass 

Capital of Texas”
Individual * Group 

Corporate 
Instructional 

& Beginner Trips 
Welcome 

903-383-7748 or 903-360-6994

www.bassinwithbubba.com NOW BOOKING!!!
The spawn on Lakes

Monticello and Welsh
LAKE FORK

email: fishnews@lakefork.net

Page 2-A                                              “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                                May     May                          “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                        Page 23-A

Since Bubba Started Bass Fishing, Bubbette Thinks He Has A New Air About him!
By: Don Hampton
 
  Bubbette isn’t exactly sure when Bubba 
went from a catfish, crappie, and bream fish-
erman to a devoted full-time bass fisherman, 
but she can tell you Bubba stinks at both! 
  This doesn’t mean that he is bad at the sport 
or that he doesn’t bathe before fishing, it just 
means he smells like he’s been fishing. Just 
like the saying you are what you eat, Bub-
bette believes he smells for what he fishes!
  When Bubba fished for catfish, crappie, and 
bream that wasn’t so bad. At least then all he 
smelled like when he came in the house was fish. 
Bubbette didn’t mind this because then she had 
plenty of fish in the freezer for her fish fries she 
loves so much. After he had cleaned the fish, put 
them in the freezer, bathed and the clothes were 
in the washer the smell of his excursion was 
gone. One of Bubba’s bass fishing trips brings 
back an odor that is indescribable, has a ten-
dency to linger and is even harder to wash out.
  Bubba read an article, (most likely written 
by one of the companies that makes one of his 
many scents, sprays, oils, and dyes he applies 
to his plastics), that said there is an enzyme cre-
ated in the human body that is secreted through 
the pores that repels bass. Knowing Bubba as 
I do, I’m quite sure he had to study that story 
and look up some of the words in the diction-
ary before he grasped the true meaning. Once 
he did understand it he accepted it as “The 

Gospel According to Bass Angling”!  Now 
no piece of plastic he throws, whether weight-
less, wacky, Carolina, Texas, or Florida rigged, 
hits the water without being sprayed, dyed, 
oiled, or slicked with something really smelly.
  Knowing how Bubba has to 
have stuff, he has them all!
He has enough dyes in his boat he could create 
a rainbow on a piece of plastic. He could make 
a piece of driftwood smell like a crawfish. He 
can even make a crawfish smell like a shad and 
on top of all of this, every one of his rods smells 
like garlic bread served in an Italian restaurant.
  When Bubba walks through the door after 
one of his bass fishing trips or especially af-
ter a tournament, Bubbette swears he wears 
what he fishes! She pretty much has it pin-
pointed what he smells like when he walks 
in. She says, “He smells like an Italian craw-
fish boil in a Chinese fish market!” I’ve nev-
er smelled that, but I have had a whiff or two 
of Bubba after his fishing trips and I would 
have to agree with Bubbette’s description.
  “Not only has his smell changed,” said Bub-
bette, “but he has changed. When he is fishing 
for the freezer he’ll wear whatever he finds first, 
like an old T-shirt, old shorts, cut-offs, or jeans, 
but when he bass fishes, he has special attire!” 
She went on to add, “His shirts have all got 
embroidery on them and he has to have all his 
patches reflecting his conquests sewed on them 
and he leaves that part to me. If I don’t have his 

newest one sewed on before a tournament he 
says I jinxed him. There was a time when he 
wouldn’t go in public wearing anything that had 
a patch on it! Now I can’t get him out of them! 
Literally! Bubba even has to have cargo shorts 
and pants that match his shirts. Can the bass 
see all of this and does it make them want to be 
caught by a well dressed smelly fisherman?”
  Well Bubbette, the answer to your question 
is probably “Blowing in the Wind”, and that 
is the best place for Bubba’s attire to air out! 
Don’t be too hard on Bubba there are a lot of 
bass anglers out there that are the same way.
  Bubba isn’t that unique or different and 
he’ll probably never be a “Legend”, but I 
will bet he owns one and has clothes and 
stuff that match his UT colors! Because ev-
eryone knows that, “Bubba Needs Stuff!” 

Emory, 886 E. Lennon, Hwy 69
888-473-1222  903-473-1222
c21lakecountry@verizon.net

Quitman, 306 S. Main
800-254-7541  903-763-2216

c21lcr@peoplescom.net

Alba/Lake Fork, 5200 FM 515
888-413-5200  903-474-2031

c21lake@verizon.net

century21lakecountryrealty.com
Judy Stroman, Broker     903-850-5082

WOW! WHAT A BEAUTY! Enjoy a luxurious lifestyle here . . . in-ground 
swimming pool, boathouse with lift and fishing area, golf tee off mound, 
detached guest quarters that could be used for a business, den with full 
bath upstairs above garage, ceramic tile floors throughout living areas, 
carpet in bedrooms, sub-zero frig, walk-in pantry, breakfast bar, blonde 
wood, wet bar, office at front, open and split floor plan, master bedroom 
at back with walk-in closet, jetted tub and shower stall, half bath outside 
at patio/pool area, fenced backyard, super great views, fruit tree orchard, 
almond and berry trees, no restrictions! $389,500

GET READY FOR SOME GREAT FISHING! Great area of Lake 
Fork, excellent boathouse w/lift and fishing pier. Good water depth, 
great view. Very comfortable home, good floor plan. Open living, 
kitchen, breakfast bar and room, all w/ fantastic views of Lake Fork. 
Beautiful columned tiled entry, gorgeous custom kitchen, granite coun-
ters, large master opens to patio and hot tub. Master bath with jetted 
tub an separate shower. Office area off kitchen/garage and access to 
master bath. Sit on your covered patio and enjoy morning coffee and 
view. Two-car garage and two-carport. There is a scenic bridge across 
the back. $309,000

PRETTY WATERFRONT SETTING on Lake Holbrook. 
Extremely nice, clean 3 bedroom, 2 bath waterfront home. 
Large living/dining and kitchen area with kitchen bar. 
Beautiful trees, screened porch, deck overlooking the lake, 
storage building and fishing pier. This home is a great place 
to come, relax for the weekend or perfect for a permanent 
home. Come take a look at this great place on the water. 
Everything is ready for you to move right in and start 
enjoying. Priced at $154,900.

EXTRA NICE LAKE FORK WATERFRONT home in small subdivision 
of approx. 21 houses. Home has large entry, living area, formal dining, 
heated & cooled sun room. Nice kitchen, breakfast bar, utility room with 
pantry. Master bedroom has large walk-in closet. This home is still like 
new, very well maintained. There is a workshop area just off the carport. 
Detached workshop in back yard. Irrigation/sprinkler system is from the 
lake. Boathouse has lift and small storage area.. Subdivision has its own 
boat ramp that is fully useable. Pretty area of Lake Fork, lots of trees, 
dogwoods. $259,000

BEAUTIFUL SETTING on 2.72 acres, This 3BR 2BA, with 
2360 sf of living space has 2 living areas, separate office, 
large utility room, open kitchen, dining and living area, wood 
burning fireplace, plus a large sunroom to take advantage 
of the gorgeous treed property.  Also there is a shop/storage 
building. Near Lake Fork, this property gives you the op-
portunity to live within 2 miles of a public boat ramp and 
fishing, but not have to pay the waterfront price.  $139,000.

Lake Fork Waterfront Acreage. Over 50 acres, 
25.9 deeded and approximately 25 acres leaseback. 
This is really good waterfront property with lots of 
shoreline. Rare find on Lake Fork. Perfect for RV 
park, private get-away, subdivision, development. 
Priced at $450,000

GREAT OPPORTUNITY to own a Marina on Lake Fork. 
This property has it all: 27-room recently refurbished mo-
tel, convenience store, cafe, tackle store, boat ramp, boat 
slips, swimming pool, 50+ site RV park with full hoop ups. 
Property has its own sewage treatment plant. There is 2 
acres deeded with lots of leaseback, plenty of parking and 
room for expansion. Great area to hold tournaments, plus 
it’s the first full service marina coming in from the Dallas 
metroplex. Reduced to $525,000

RESTAURANT, SMOKEHOUSE ON LAKE FORK. Seats approxi-
mately 84 with plenty of parking. The property sits on 2.7 acres with 
leaseback and old boat ramp to Lake Fork. This location has lots 
of potential. Nicely decorated in rustic décor. Fully equipped, clean 
kitchen, walk-in coolers, freezers, 2-smokers. Commercial septic, 
fully approved. Great location on Hwy 154, approximately 3500 
cars per day travel this road. Located right on Lake Fork where 
there are many tournaments, weekend and holiday fishermen. . Area 
has a large retirement community. This is a great opportunity. just 
walk-in and start serving. $135,000 

LAKE LYDIA WITH EXCELLENT BOAT HOUSE AND 
SHOP. Home is 1800 sf with 3 BR 2 Bath, concrete drive, 
2-car garage, carport and a 30x30 insulated metal shop 
with overhead door and half bath. Recently redone with 
oak cabinets, solid surface counters, stainless appliances, 
marble back splash and new flooring throughout. Lake 
Lydia is one of Wood Counties best kept secrets, approx. 
80 acre private lake with a lake manager onsite. Enjoy 
your own boathouse with fishing decks.  $179,000.

We have too many properties for sale to show here. To view these and ALL MLS 
PROPERTY LISTINGS, go to: www.century21lakecountryrealty.com

“Lake Fork’s Leading 

Real Estate Agency”

Pending

SOLD
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

All New Ranger Aluminum Line
Now In Stock

Pack of Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

match the hatch with sunfish imitating baits 
and you can catch bass all day from their 
spawning areas.  Bulkier baits that match 
sunfish’s squatty shape are normally best.  
Spruce these lures up with bright bluegill 
colors like orange, chartreuse, and purple 
and you’ll have a great panfish imposter.  
3/8 oz MPack jigs in pumpkin pepper/green 
or black/brown/amber colors with Hyper 
Freak trailers in Bama bug or watermel-

on candy/red work great.  Just add a little 
chartreuse and orange highlight with a dye 
marker and you’ll be in business if you pitch 
these to grass and wood cover around sun-
fish beds.  Try both hopping and swimming 
retrieves and let the bass tell you what they 
like best.  If the wind blows or if it is over-
cast, I’ll cover a lot of water in these areas 
with fat bodied shallow running crankbaits 
with wide wobbles.  Again, the BDS and LC 

series Lucky Crafts 
work great for this 
too.  I throw these 
on Dobyns’ 705CB/
Glass medium heavy 
fiberglass rod with 
20 lb fluoro, as 
you’re around big 
fish in heavy cover 
most of the time.  
The Dobyns rod is 

exceptionally lightweight for a fiberglass 
pole, yet it still has a slow action that allows 
bass to fully engulf your crankbait and stay 
hooked up during the fight.  In addition, the 
finesse spit of topwaters like the Magic Pop-
per in bluegill colors attract big bass around 
the beds, even on sunny and calm days.  If 
you’re around bream beds, you can fish 
topwaters all day and catch lots of big bass 
doing it, a favorite of many Fork anglers.
  Late spring and early summer is the bass’ 
equivalent to an all you can eat seafood buf-
fet and they’re starving hungry.  Bring some 
yummy bluegill and shad looking baits and 
you’ll likely find a lot of hungry patrons.  For 
more fish catching tips, check out my website 
www.LakeForkGuideTrips.com, or follow 
me at www.facebook.com/tomredingtonfish-
ing and www.twitter.com/Tom_Redington.  
  Tom Redington is a FLW Tour pro, host 
of TV’s “Big Bass Battle” & a bass guide 
on Lake Fork.  To make the most of 
your experience in the outdoors, he rec-
ommends the Boy Scouts of America, 
Lake Fork Trophy Lures, Dobyns Rods, 
Ranger Boats, Mercury Outboards, Dia-
mond Sports Marine, Lucky Craft, Costa 
Sunglasses, Lowrance, & Power Poles.   

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

Friday-Sunday

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

WILL BE CLOSED 5/27-6/4

See Us on Facebook

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Lake Country Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

Telebanking (877) 240-9761

Welcome All Legend of 
Lake Fork Anglers

And Visitors
To Lake Fork

www.wcnbquitman.com
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

• Capacity rating 400 lbs.  web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

Proud Sponsor of the “10th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
•  No more sl ipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer 
fenders with your shoes
• No more worrying about 
loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when 
entering and exiting
• Has a srong and durable 
powder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

Endorsed By:

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most 
bay, center console, & high 
bow pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that 

fits most swing-away 
tongue.

The ESS-3
A 3 step model that fits most 

air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
& pleasure boat trailers.

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 

ESS-3SA model 
on his New 

Legend
211-Alpha.” 

2012 BASSMASTER CLASSIC
CHAMPION ~ CHRIS LANE

Proud Sponsor of “The Wish To Fish Foundation”
Mention This Ad With A Purchase For A Donation  

Help Us To Be The 
Best.... Plan Your Trips 

To Lake Fork With 
“The Fisherman’s 

Guide News” News or 
Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 

or 903-360-6994

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

BassChamps 6th Annual Mega Bass (Continued from Page 1-A)

isville, Texas won the first truck of the day with a 
2.77-pound catch. It was the very next hour that the 
first fish over the slot – and the biggest bass of the 
tournament was weighed in. DeWayne Thomas of 
Ferris, TX caught the largest bass of the day and 
also netted him a 2014 Skeeter ZX200 bass boat!
  “My cousin’s husband had asked me to fish this 
tournament with him,” Thomas said. “Neither of 
us had ever fished a Ford Mega Bass tournament 
before, and he had never been on Lake Fork. We 
fished out of my boat and I was a little familiar 
with the lake.  We wanted to fish a point I had 
caught some fish on before but when we got there, 
someone else was already on it. We fished down 
the shoreline going into the cove, and it wasn’t  
long before the guys that were fishing the point 
started fishing the shoreline behind us. When I 
saw they were completely off the point I circled 

around them and came back to that point. Until 
that time neither of us had gotten a single bite.”
  Dewayne caught his hawg using a Zoom Ol’ 
Monster red shad colored worm Texas rigged, his 
third cast on the point at 8:30 a.m. is when he got 
the bite. “I knew it was a good one right away. She 
came straight out of the water shaking her head. 
We got her to the boat lipped her and measured 
her then headed straight to the scales to weigh her 
in.” She tipped the scales at 9.94-pounds, winning 
the 9 o’clock hour and the second Ford truck to 
be given away. Deciding not to go back out most-
ly because of the weather, it became a long wait 
for them as many anglers continued fishing and 
weighing in their catch to see if it would hold up 
as the heaviest bass to the tournament. Three more 
bass over the 24” mark were brought in, but none 
of them were able to beat their weight. At the end 

of the day, DeWayne was awarded not only the 
Ford F-150, but also a Skeeter ZX200 powered 
by a Yamaha 200 SHO, fitted with the Minn Kota 
/ Humminbird package valued at nearly $70,000. 
“I’m really glad we decided to fish this tourna-
ment! We’ll be back to do it again next year!”
  Seven trucks were awarded during the course 
of the tournament. The other six anglers to take 
home a new truck in order of weights were Ar-
chie Hayley from Mount Vernon, Texas with a 
9.51-pound bass, Richard Carroll from Magnolia, 
Arkansas with a 9.05-pound bass, Gary Jackson 
from Flower Mound, Texas with an 8.38-pound 
bass, Chris Sinkey from Lewisville, Texas with a 
2.77-pound bass, Robert Cooksey from Amity, Ar-
kansas with a 2.62-pound bass, and James Burrow 
from Conway, Arkansas with a 2.57-pound bass. 
  “This just keeps getting bigger and more excit-
ing every year,” stated Bass Champs President 
Chad Potts. “There is no other one day tourna-
ment in the world that has this kind of payback. 
We’d like to thank everyone who came and 
fished with us, and congratulate all of our win-
ners. We have several more opportunities for 
everyone to compete in this year and win big!” 
 BassChamps hosts team events in four regions 
all over the state. The 21st Annual Skeeter Own-
ers Tournament will be held June 14-15, and  
October 18-19, 2014 they will host the 9th  An-
nual Berkley Big Bass Tournament. Both of 
these tournaments will be held on Lake Fork and 
hosted at Lake Fork Marina off Hwy. 17 North.

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Qualifiers (Continued from Page 19-A)

of the Sabine River 
Authority (SRA) just 
east of the Lake Fork 
dam. The Outdoor Ex-
pos, TPWD Adven-
tures Area, Bass Pro 
Shops Kid Zone, and 
the live concerts will 
all take place at SRA.
  The TTBC tournament 
functions are operated 
by the Professional An-
glers Association with 
technical assistance 
and support from the 

Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department’s In-
land Fisheries Division. 
Toyota is the title spon-
sor for the event. Offi-
cial sponsors of TTBC 
are ATX Wheels, 
Bass Pro Shops, Ni-
tro Boats, Geico, Leer 
Truck Caps, Republic 
Services, HOLT CAT, 
Shakespeare Ugly 
Stik, Tellespen, Ya-
maha, Academy Sports 

+ Outdoors, Brook-
shire’s, TLC Radio, 
KYKX 105.7, 104.1 
The Ranch, KMOO 
99.9 and the Coca-Co-
la Company. Tickets 
are currently on sale. 
For more information 
visit www.toyotatex-
asbassclassic.com or 
call 1-866-907-0143.

Practice C.P.R.
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork Marina

 &
Diamond Sports Marine

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

May has multiple patterns (Continued from Page 6-A)

Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM • 24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

to bite. Post spawn green fish can be mighty fin-
icky but not impossible to catch. For the trophy 
of a lifetime, start with an M-Pack football jig 
outfitted with a Berkley Chigger Craw trailer and 
probe all the off shore humps that you can find. 
This totally weedless jig will allow you to work 
areas that standard jigs can’t access. A Carolina 
rig will also deliver award winning results with 
most any plastic you desire to chunk. Brush hogs, 
flukes, rattle snakes, ring fries, take your pick. 
Don’t get too caught up in colors and use darker 

hues on cloudy days and more translucent baits 
on sunny days. An unwilling school of large-
mouth may require a smaller offering this time 
of the year so don’t rule out the baby versions of 
the aforementioned baits. I favor the drop shot 
and experiment with the length of the worm to 
find out what they are really wanting at the time. 
     If you are headed out to Lake Fork in May 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would 
love to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have 
a few dates open in May. I also have gift certifi-
cates available if you have friends or loved one’s 
who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. You 
can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at 
skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow me on Face-
book at https://www.facebook.com/LakeFork-
GuideDavidOzio. I run a Skeeter FX with a Ya-
maha 250SHO and would like to thank Skeeter 
for making my office on the lake the best in the 
country. I would also like to thank G-Loomis, 
Shimano and Lowrance for making my job the 
blast that it is. A special shout out to H&W Ma-
rine in Tyler for all their help in keeping me on 
the water seven days a week, no issues. I hope 
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. 
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.” 

Lake Fork guide David Ozio had a good day on 
Lake Fork when he caught this nice 11-pound-
er in April. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo David Ozio 
Lake Fork Guide Service)

10th Annual Legend of Lake Fork (Continued from Page 1-A) 
on Thursday, May 15th 
from 2 p.m. until 10 
p.m., on Friday from 
5 a.m. to 6 a.m. and 4 
p.m. to 9 p.m., and Sat-
urday the same hours 
and on Sunday from 
5 a.m. to 6 a.m. You 
can fish one, two, or 
all three days and still 
have a chance for all the 
prizes. Official fishing 
days for the tournament 
are May 16, 17, and 18, 
fishing hours are from 
6 a.m. to 3 p.m. with 
the first hour weigh-in 
beginning with the 7 
to 8 o’clock hour and 
ending with the 2 to 3 
o’clock hour each day.
  This year we will be 
selling T-shirts at tour-
nament headquarters. 
If you purchase a shirt 
and have it on or with 
you when you win 1st 
place in any hour, you 
will receive an extra 

$100 in cash. Every 
hour of the tourna-
ment is a T-shirt hour.
  New this year in cel-
ebration of our 10th 
Annual, for the first 
angler that brings a 
10-pound even weight 
bass to the scales they 
will win a Kubota 
RTV-X1120 valued at 
$17,178 from our good 
friends at Alba Tractor 
and Pittsburg Tractor.
  All anglers will also 
be able to purchase 
Temple Fork Outfit-
ters rods for only $50.
This offer is while sup-
plies last. As popular 
as these rods are be-
coming they seem to 
go pretty fast, but on 
another note we will 
have a large supply.
  The Chek-It-Stick is 
the official measure-
ment of the tourna-
ment. Bass under the 

slot coming to the 
weigh-in cannot touch 
16” and bass over can 
touch or exceed the 
24” mark. We will be 
giving away 2 Legend 
boats for the heaviest 
over the 24” slot and 
one for the heaviest un-
der 16” and one for the 
early entry draw boat.
  This tournament is fun 
for the entire family. 
Come out and enter or 
just bring the family and 
enjoy the festivities.
  For more informa-
tion see the advertise-
ment on Page 24-A, 
or call me at 903-360-
6994 or email me; fish-
news@lakefork.net. 

Practice Safe
Boating

Fish Friendly
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     Lake Fork 
              Resort

Located 1/2 Mile South of 
Hwy 515 on Hwy. 17 On Lake Fork

Call Today For Your Reservations
27 Motel Rooms  •  RV Park • Swimming Pool 

Cafe • Fishing Pier • Boat Ramp
• Boat Slips • Store • Guide Services

BOOK YOUR ROOMS TODAY!  AND...DON'T FOR-
GET OUR GREAT HOME COOKING, FEATURING 

"ANY TIME BREAKFAST", OUR JUICY HOME-
STYLE BURGERS, HOME-MADE FRENCH FRIES 

AND OUR OUTSTANDING CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 
IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

(903) 765-2987 or 1-800-230-4367 
e-mail: reservations@lakeforkresort.com 
5004 North F.M. 17 • Alba, Tx. 75410Answers on Page 21-A

May                                         “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                             Page 19-A

Reel In His Heart, Not With A 
Bass But With A Touch of Class!

 14kt Yellow Gold Bass           10kt Yellow Gold Duck           10kt Yellow Gold Elk

14kt Yellow Gold Reel           14kt Yellow Gold Buck              14kt Yellow Gold
                                                                                                       Boat  Propeller

10kt Yellow Gold 
GolfBag Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold 
Walleye  Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold Water 
Ski Pendant           

We Pay Cash For Scrap Gold & Silver

INSTANT
CASH

INSTANT
CASH

North Texas Gold and Silver Exchange
Located in Diamonds-N-Designs

"Professional Jewelry and Watch Repair!"
1402 Mockingbird Lane, Ste. 7 • Sulphur Springs, Texas

903-885-1118
Shop On Line:  

www.diamonds-n-designs.com

Financing Available 
With Approved Credit!

Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Copper Ridge
Hideaway

Booking Now For 
Spring Fishing/Family Getaway

Wonderful 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath With a Gated 3,000 Square Ft. 
Home, 3 Covered Car Ports With Electrical Hook-Ups

Amenities: 4 Bedroom, (Sleeps Up to 12) 2 Full Baths, Direct TV, 
Mi-Fi Internet, Washer and Dryer, Fully Equipped Kitchen, 2 

Coffee Makers (Coffee Furnished), 2 Living Areas and a Dining 
Area, Outside Covered Patio With Smoker/Grill & 

a Propane Fish Cooker
Dock on Clarkson Branch Cove North of Sun Eagle Bay

1.7 mile by boat or 3 miles by truck/car to Lake Fork Marina
Call For Availability And Pricing:

Clint ~ 903-312-9885  Stephanie  863-738-9092

May has multiple patterns

(See May has multiple...
Continued on Page 20-A)

By David Ozio

  “May is finally approaching and it can’t come too 
soon for me. All of us have had more than enough 
of this horrendous winter and are ready to break 
out the shorts and sun screen. Bass fishing on Fork 
should really start to ramp up as May is my favor-
ite month of the year. Multiple patterns will evolve 
from the start of the month to the very last day. Be-
ing as the lake is still experiencing the residual ef-
fects of this drawn out winter, spawning bass will 
still be on tap for the first two weeks of the month. 
It has been a running joke at the marina that we 
will all still be bed fishing in early June this year.
  The shad spawn will be in full swing by the first 
week and the crankbait will be the call of the day. 

The squarebill will be my choice in shad patterns 
and I will be fishing it on all main lake points as 
well as the closest secondary points to the main 
lake. You may need to experiment with bill sizes 
to find out what depth the fish are holding at on 
any given day. Cloud cover will affect their po-
sition on shallow structure as well as sunshine. 
As the water is warming, you might start with 
a shallow running bait early in the morning and 
switch to something that runs slightly deeper later 
that morning or into the afternoon. Don’t forget 
that early May should produce some early morn-
ing top water action as the shad will be in the 
shallows across the lake. A buzzbait can deliver 
some heart stopping strikes during this time of 
the year. You can’t go wrong with the trusty Zara 
Spook. It may be your “go to” bait on a daily ba-
sis for the rest of the month. I have been using 
a prototype swimbait by M-Pack Lures for the 
past week and it has been delivering some awe-
some days. As long as the shad are still shallow, 
this big fish goliath will continue to haul in the 
toads. Look for this bait to be out in early summer.
     As we head into the middle of the month, the 
bass will transition out from the spawning areas to 
take up residence on the nearest wood for a few 
weeks. They will be near the bottom and can be 

caught on jigs, drop shots, Texas rig worms and 
crankbaits. I will pitch an M-pack jig to the ce-
dar trees and any thick wood on main lake points 
and at the mouth of pockets off the main lake. The 
northwest side of the lake will set up for this first 
while the southwest side of the lake will follow 
suit later in the month. It’s all about water temps 
as the trophy monsters make their way back to 
the main lake and set up for their summer haunts. 
     The latter part of the month will see post spawn 
bass start to gang up on deep points, humps and 
ridges. Huge schools are easy to find on my Low-
rance electronics and now the trick is to get them 

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Qualifiers (Continued from Page 7-A)

  Final field qualifica-
tion for both last year 
and this year’s TTBC 
events are based on 
2013-2014 Angler of 
the Year points races. 
The 2014 TTBC field 
is one of the strongest 
to date; field accom-
plishments include a 
combined $64 million 
in career earnings, 234 
tournament victories, 21 
AOY titles and 18 ma-
jor championship wins.
  Keith Combs, the 
only two-time cham-
pion in the history of 
TTBC (2011, 2013), 
will defend his title in 
his home state of Tex-
as. Former champions 
Brian Thrift (2012), 
Brian Snowden (2010), 
Kelly Jordon (2008) 
and Terry Scroggins 
(2007) will also com-
pete. Both Jordon and 
Scroggins qualified as 

sponsor exemptions 
in addition to fan fa-
vorites Mike Iaconelli 
and Gerald Swindle.
  “TTBC is my favor-
ite event of the season! 
Considering how an 
angler has to qualify 
for this event it is the 
strongest field that we 
compete against all 
year,” Combs said. “I 
spent some time this 
past winter familiariz-
ing myself with Lake 
Fork. It will be a late 
spring/early summer 
tournament which 
means a lot of move-
ment, and it will take 
big weights to win.”
Due to the 16-inch to 
24-inch slot limit on 
Lake Fork, there are no 
professional competi-
tions held there, so this 
will be the first time, 
since the 2008 TTBC, 
that professional an-

glers will take to the 
water for a pro competi-
tion. They will compete 
on Lake Fork for three 
days, May 9-11, 2014, 
with the field being re-
duced to the top 10 for 
the final round on Sun-
day, May 11. The tour-
nament will remain a 
non-entry fee event and 
all 50 competing an-
glers will receive guar-
anteed prize money.
Through a contin-
ued partnership with 
the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
(TPWD), TTBC will 
continue its focus on 
conservation efforts 
and adhere to a strict 
catch, weigh and im-
mediate release format.
  The Toyota Texas 
Bass Classic will be 
located on the grounds 
(See Toyota Texasl...
   Continued on Page 21-A)
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Tom Redington
    Lake Fork Guide

www.lakeforkguidetrips.com
214-683-9572 

* Swimming Pool/Hot Tub
* Business Center
* Fitness Center
* Jacuzzi Rooms
* Boat Parking
* Guest Laundry
* Free High
   Speed Internet
* 32” Flat Screen TV 
    All Rooms

www.BestWestern.com

MINEOLA INN
903-569-5331
Fax: 903-569-5388

Free Hot Breakfast
Boat Hook-ups

* Microwave & Refrigerator Every Room

100 Debby Lane
 (Hwy 69)

15 Minutes From Lake Fork Boat Ramps
Family Atmosphere While Fishing!!

Crappie
Trips

Hotel • Marina • RV Park 
Cabins/Lodges 

Tackle Store (Great Selection)
Annual RV Sites  on Mustang Creek 

Now Available!
Hosting a tournament on Lake Fork?
Check Out Our Excellent Facilities!

Fully Stocked Tackle Store
Selection of Two (2) Protected Boat Ramps

195 PR 5551 * Alba, Texas 75410

(Just Off FM 17 and CR 1550)
903-765-2385

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca * Amber  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

“Pack  of Knowledge”  Lots of Spawning Yet to Come on Fork

(See Pack of Knowledge....Continued on Page 22-A)

By Tom Redington

  For much of the springtime, bass are preoccupied 
with reproduction and less concerned about eat-
ing.  By late spring and early summer though, the 
mating rituals have wrapped up and bass go on a 
feeding binge to make up for lost time.  This eat-
ing spree happens at just the right time because it 
coincides with a tremendous amount of prey mov-
ing into the shallows to spawn.  From mid-April 
through much of June on Lake Fork and similar 

Southern lakes, bass relate to spawning shad and 
sunfish (bluegill, red ears, etc.).  For an angler look-
ing to catch a lot of big bass quickly, following the 
shad and sunfish spawns is a great place to start. 
  The shad spawn across Lake Fork at different 
times, normally starting sometime in April in the 
upper ends of the lake and continuing through 
much of May on the south end.  Shad typically 
spawn on the clay banks and grassy shores on 
Fork and you’ll be able to find these areas with 
a little scouting.  Look for spawning shad dur-
ing the first couple of hours in the morning.  If 
they are there, you’ll normally see thousands of 
shad flicking on the surface.  In addition, many 
fish eating birds will also be in the area, such 
as egrets and blue herons, feasting on the shad. 
  Once you’ve located spawning shad, the bass are 
pretty easy to catch until the sun comes up and the 
shad move out.  Baitfish imitating lures with silver 
or white color schemes are best, and I try to match 
the size of the shad—typically 2 to 5 inch threadfin 
shad on Lake Fork.  Double willow spinnerbaits 
and bladed jigs with 3.5” Live Magic Shad trail-
ers are great for both numbers of fish and some 
big ones as well.  Topwater lures like poppers and 
walking baits like Lucky Craft Sammys or the new 
Lake Fork Magic Popper also produce lots of fish, 
as do shallow running crankbaits like Lucky Craft 

BDS 3 and LC 1.5 baits.  As the sun starts to rise 
and the action slows a bit, soft plastic jerkbaits 
will produce a few more fish by fishing slightly 
deeper.  Swimming 3.5” and 4.5” Live Magic 
Shads or 4” and 5” Hyper Worms will catch active 
fish.  If a swimming retrieve won’t work, use a 
stop and go action and let these plastics slowly fall 
to the bottom.  The look of a dying shad is often 
too much for a hungry lunker to pass up.  For the 
soft plastics, Albino Shad or Magic Shad are both 
killer colors.  Long casts work better for this tech-
nique as well, so the softer tip of a 7’3” Dobyns 
733C does a great job casting these light plastics.
  Sunfish spawn for a longer period of time (sev-
eral months), and even better, bass chase their 
finny little nemesis all day long, regardless of 
the weather conditions.   Sunfish beds look like 
smaller versions of bass beds and are normally 
built in large clusters resembling honeycombs.  
Look for these beds in hard bottom areas around 
small timber, weeds, and lily pads—often near the 
same areas where bass spawn.  If you find an area 
with bedding sunfish, you can be certain that bass 
are nearby.  While the little panfish are distract-
ed by spawning rituals, bass lurk around these 
areas and pick off easy meals with regularity.  
  Unlike the early morning spawning shad pattern, 

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Owners: John & JoAnne Heimgartner

NOW OPEN
“ARE YOU READY FOR SOME 

CRAWFISH?”       

Best Glass Cranking Rod on the Planet! Designed by 
Tommy Martin & Paul Elias..Strong, light weight & 

they float!! You have to see and feel this Rod!!!

NOW IN STOCK AT OUR STORE!!!

CAJUN DELIGHTS
Lake Fork, Texas
• Jambalay • Boiled Shrimp • 

GUMBO • Po-Boys 
• Fried Catfish

• Red Beans & Rice
• Fried Oysters 

Reg. Hours
Fri. - Sat.

4 pm - 9 pm
Take Out

or 
Dine In

B.Y.O.B.
For 

Information
Call:

903-383-7121

“Celebrating
Our 10th
Year at

Lake Fork”

Located Next 
to Fisherman’s 

One Stop
 7933 W. FM 
515 Yantis, 

Texas 75497

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Qualifiers (Continued from Page 1-A)

on the most histori-
cal bass fishing lake in 
Texas. From legendary 
anglers to Lake Fork 
rookies, the competi-
tion will be fierce, the 
bass will be enormous 
and I can’t wait to see 
who will take home 
the trophy and title of 
World Champion,” 
said Tournament Direc-
tor Lenny Francoeur.
  TTBC’s record for 
partnering with an-
glers, the fishing in-
dustry and Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) 
in support of fishing, 
education and conser-
vation is unmatched.
--Since its inception, the 
TTBC has raised $1.75 
million to support fish-
ing and outdoor educa-
tion programs of TPWD.

--Through its support 
of TPWD’s Neigh-
borhood Fishin’ Pro-
gram, the TTBC has 
made 300,000 catfish 
available in metropoli-
tan areas throughout 
Texas, enabling more 
than 80,000 people an-
nually to fish close to 
where they live. About 
half those people are 
first-time anglers.
--TTBC funds have 
provided a Take-Me-
Fishing trailer and 
nine “how-to-fish” 
videos that have been 
featured at 74 events 
and reached more 
than 40,000 people. 
The videos have been 
viewed online by more 
than 200,000 people.
--Funds from the TTBC 
support the Texas divi-
sion of the Wildlife 

Forever State-Fish Art 
Contest, making the 
Texas contest one of 
the largest in the coun-
try. Some 5,000 young 
Texas artists have 
entered the contest, 
which uses science, art 
and fishing to interest 
youth in the outdoors.
--A top concern among 
bass anglers is survival 
of the fish they catch. 
The TTBC pioneered 
and each year show-
cases a tournament 
format that ensures a 
near-100 percent sur-
vival of fish caught in 
the tournament. TPWD 
hopes the TTBC tour-
nament format will 
become the model 
for bass tournaments 
across the country.
(See Toyota Texasl...
  Continued on Page 19-A)
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

Waterfront and Water View RV Lots for Annual Lease
Caney Point RV Resort

903-474-1946 or 903-383-3295
Call About Our Special Priced Lots

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 50’ Level Concrete Pads, 

Full Hook-ups, Phone Lines, 50 Amp Electricity, 
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife

(Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

American Owned
Owner on Property

Call For A Tour Today!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

By Terri Moon

  What a dilemma! 
It’s one that I face ev-
ery year at this time. 
The big crappie finally 
move in and are going 
gangbusters – then I 
get the call from Mis-
souri that the morel 
mushrooms are up and 
guess what? – Yep – the 
morels win out every 
year! There is only a 
short window of time to 
pick the morels in the 
spring (and frankly you 
can catch the crappie 
year round!). So, here 
I am at Truman Lake 
in Missouri chasing 
mushrooms again with 
family and friends!
  But, before I left 
to come up here, the 
crappie went crazy. 
We had a couple of re-
ally tough days dealing 
with  the weather – then 
– WOWZA – in 4 ft. 
of water on jigs under 
bobbers, they turned 
on. As fast as you could 
throw out, they were 
on! It was awesome! 
Even the bass wanted to 
play! We were catching 
them on Bobby Gar-
land’s ‘monkey milk’ 
and thread fin shad col-
ors and putting them on 
a 1/16 oz. road runner 
jig head. There are still 
crappie trying to spawn 

in 1 to 4 ft. of water and 
also some post spawn 
females showing up at 
the bridges and brush 
piles. We’re catching 
them at 16 to 18 ft. in 
20 to 25 ft. of water. 
So, if you’re not hav-
ing any luck up shallow 
– back off and check 
some deeper spots.
  It won’t be long till 
the bream start staging 
up and I can’t wait for 
that to start! Start look-
ing for them around the 
next full moon. Crickets 
or nightcrawlers always 
work. You can tightline 
or slip-bobber for them. 
It’s probably the most 
fun you can have catch-
ing a bunch of bream! 
  I want to send a big 
‘Thank You’ to Chuck, 
Perry & Dropshot at 
Service Marine for 
looking after my boat 
while I’m gone. It’s the 
perfect time to have 
all the annual mainte-

nance and repairs done 
and be ready to go when 
I get back. I really ap-
preciate all their help! 
They are in Emory and 
you can reach them at 
903-473-3909 if you’re 
in need of repairs.
  I wish you all the 
best out there crap-
pie fishing! But, right 
now I’m heading to 
the woods to find me 
a limit of MORELS!!
  
  Happy Mother’s Day 
to all and especially to 
mine! Also ‘Happy 84th 
birthday to my mom 
– she’s still a trouper 
spotting mushrooms!
  For those of you that 
want to get in on the 
post spawn action in 
June, give me a call. 
It ought to be awe-
some! You can reach 
me after mother’s day.
  Be safe out on the wa-
ter and see you soon!

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Benefits TPWD, Local Economy, Lake Fork Fishery Continued from Page 16-A

ents to the lake, and TPWD and the SRA coop-
erated to build on that base. Much of the timber 
was left standing in the lake, and Florida large-
mouth bass were stocked into farm ponds in 
the reservoir basin prior to impoundment. Pro-
gressively restrictive harvest regulations have 
protected fish of breeding size. In recent years, 
TPWD has partnered with SRA and the Lake Fork 
Sportsman’s Association to enhance fish habitat.
Lake Fork has produced 256 of the 557 entries 
into the Toyota ShareLunker program, an angler 
recognition and selective breeding program that 
uses angler-donated 13-pound or bigger large-
mouth bass to produce fingerlings for stock-
ing into Texas public waters. Fork produced 33 

of the 50 biggest bass ever caught in Texas, in-
cluding the current state record of 18.18 pounds.
  Conservation is at the heart of TPWD fisheries 
management, and the TTBC tournament format 
furthers that effort. Fish 16 to 24 inches long are 
weighed on the water and immediately released; an-
glers are allowed to bring one fish over 24 inches to 
the weigh-in. Fish brought to the weigh-in are cared 
for by TPWD biologists and returned to the lake.
  The payoff for these efforts can be seen in 
the local economy. Lake Fork’s economic im-
pact on Wood County is estimated at more 
than $23 million annually, and the 2008 TTBC 
brought 30,000 people to the area and gener-
ated nearly $2 million for the local economy.

  “None of this can happen without public sup-
port,” said Dave Terre, TPWD’s Inland Fisheries 
Chief of Management and Research. “By attend-
ing the Toyota Texas Bass Classic, you are also 
supporting TPWD programs such as Neighbor-
hood Fishin’ and the State-Fish Art Contest. In 
addition to helping make possible these programs 
that benefit your own family today, you will 
play a part in passing on the traditions of fishing 
and good management of our natural resources 
to future generations. They and we thank you.”
  Information on the 2014 TTBC is post-
ed at www.toyotatexasbassclassic.com 
as it becomes available. Videos of previ-
ous tournaments can be viewed on YouTube.

Treat Mom to a Picnic this Mother’s Day at a Texas State Park
  Plan a picnic and let mom relax at your fa-
vorite state park this Mother’s Day, May 11.
Picnics offer a unique twist on traditional Mother’s 
Day gifts, as well as quality time to bond through oth-
er park activities such as hiking, biking and birding.
  State park picnic options range from outdoor ta-
bles and charcoal grills to full kitchens and group 
pavilions available by reservation. Some picnick-
ers bring their own cookware such as Dutch ovens 
and gas stoves. Choose from a variety of scenic, 
and often well-shaded, areas near rivers, lakes and 
beaches. For help planning the best picnic for your 

mom, visit http://www.texasstateparks.org/picnic.
  Texas State Parks, Texas Department of Agriculture, 
the Texas Beef Council and a community of food 
bloggers have shared 28 easy-to-make picnic reci-
pes to help plan your picnic. The list includes recipes 
such as mango chicken salad lettuce wraps, mojo 
beef kabobs and creamy chicken chow mein salad.
  For more inspiration, view the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
“Picnics and Outdoor Cooking” Pinterest board, featur-
ing “Dutch Oven Green Chile and Chicken Enchiladas,” 
which won the 2013 TPWD Outdoor Cooking Contest.
  See this video on how one Houston area fam-

ily celebrated Mother’s Day by heading outdoors.
  To book a Texas-sized picnic for the whole fam-
ily in a larger group pavilion, call (512) 389-8900 
book online at http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/business/
park_reservations/, or get more information at http://
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/parkinfo/facilities.
  
  Access news images, videos, regional con-
tent, social media posts, radio episodes, public 
service announcements and an Outdoor Activ-
ity of the Month topic calendar at: https://www.
dropbox.com/sh/fk0iritqskftm4p/lUDnbU2S5Y?m
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Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area

903-765-2726
US Hwy. 69N.
Alba, Texas

903-856-6548
1893 US 271

Pittsburg, Texas

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Steve. Stacy, and Brett Crumpler

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

Tom Larkin, Addison, TX., with 
buddy Will from Tyler, TX.,

Skip & Sherry Osgood
Loveland, Colorado

Brenda Protzman, Lake of the 
Ozarks, MO.,

Clint Granger, Yantis, TX.,
Birthday Bonanza!

Rick and Jean Buzzard
Dallas, TX.,

Kenneth Kennedy & Dad Louis
Longview, TX.,

Matt Protzman, Nebraska

Tom Larkin, Addison, TX.,
with sons Mike and Steve

Lynn Roller, Ft. Worth with buddy 
Steve - and Cricket

It’s Fishin’ Time in Texas
  Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) has begun stocking channel cat-
fish into Neighborhood Fishin’ Program lakes 
in urban areas across Texas. Stockings will 
take place every two weeks through the sum-
mer and fall except during August, when high 
water temperatures may limit fish survival.
  New to the Neighborhood Fishin’ program this 
year is Woldert Park Pond in Tyler. The park 
is located at 501 West 32nd street; the pond is 
downhill from the Glass Recreation Center.
  Neighborhood Fishin’ is a program of Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD).
  “Neighborhood Fishin’ aims to give Texas fami-
lies a good place to fish close to where they live,” 
said Dave Terre, TPWD’s director of research and 
management for Inland Fisheries. “We estimate 
that more than 80,000 people a year participate in 
the program, and about half of those are children 
or adults who are new to fishing. Connecting kids 
to the outdoors through fishing makes them hap-

pier and healthier, and they do better in school. 
Outdoor lifestyles also strengthen families.”
  Local sponsors play a key role in the Neighbor-
hood Fishin’ program by providing funds to pur-
chase additional fish beyond those made possible 
by statewide support from the Texas Bass Classic 
Foundation and the federal Sport Fish Restora-
tion Program. Cities and counties where Neigh-
borhood Fishin’ lakes are located purchase some 
fish in addition to providing facilities at the sites.
  In Tarrant County, the Neighborhood Fish-
in’ lakes in Hurst’s Chisholm Park and Fort 
Worth’s Greenbriar Park benefit from the finan-
cial support of the Sportsmen’s Club of Fort 
Worth and the Nell V. Bailey Charitable Trust. 
Valero sponsors Miller’s Pond in San Antonio. 
Woldert Park Pond is sponsored by the East 
Texas Woods and Waters Foundation of Tyler.
  “Having local partners such as these makes 
the program stronger and larger and allows us 
to bring more people into fishing,” Terre said. 

“We target metropolitan areas with popula-
tions of 100,000 or more, and we would wel-
come additional partners in any such area.”
  Any organization interested in partnering 
with TPWD on the Neighborhood Fishin’ Pro-
gram should contact Terre at (512) 389-4855.
  
  Stocking is a key component of Neighbor-
hood Fishin’, since it provides a constant sup-
ply of catchable, eating-size fish. “Our goal 
is to encourage families to bring their kids 
for a fun, outdoor fish-catching experience 
where they can harvest a few fish and take 
them home to eat,” said Terre. Channel catfish 
are stocked from April through October, and 
rainbow trout are stocked in winter months.
  For more information on the Neighborhood Fish-
in’ program, including locations and directions, 
tackle loaner programs where available, instruc-
tional fishing videos, fishing regulations and pro-
gram partners, visit www.neighborhoodfishin.org.

Lost Dog
Help Us!!

His name is max!!! may have gotten on some-
one’s Boat! Loves to ride and the lake!! he 

is my fishing buddy and a member of our 
family.  Please help us find our child! 

$$$ Reward for return $$$$
Call James 817-219-1010 or 903-473-3536

Stop by and visit us and check out the Kubota line at 
the 10th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Tournament

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Benefits TPWD, Local Economy, Lake Fork Fishery Continued from Page 14-A

the latest ATVs and Toyota trucks. Country music 
concerts by top entertainers cap each day’s events.
  The TTBC also gives financially supports TP-
WD’s Neighborhood Fishin’ Program, which regu-
larly stocks fish into 16 urban-area lakes that allow 
people to fish close to home. The newest Neigh-
borhood Fishin’ Lake is Woldert Pond in Tyler, just 
down the road from Lake Fork. Some 85,000 peo-
ple a year fish in Neighborhood Fishin’ ponds, and 
about half those are youth or people new to fishing.
  Another program supported by the Toyota Texas 

Bass Classic is the Texas division of the State-
Fish Art Contest. Students in grades K-12 submit 
drawings of fish and compete for scholarships. 
Artwork from that contest appears on Toyota Tex-
as Bass Classic tickets. Research shows that stu-
dents who take part in this contest are more likely 
to become interested in fishing. More than 1,100 
youths entered the Texas division of the State-Fish 
Art Contest just ended, more than any other state.
  The partnership between TTBC and TPWD ex-
emplify TPWD’s core messages. Everything is 

connected. Everyone does play a part. But when 
you have a big bass on the end of your line, life 
isn’t just better outside, it’s AWESOME! Nowhere 
in Texas is that more likely to happen than on Lake 
Fork, and the reasons are the partnership between 
TPWD and the Sabine River Authority (SRA), 
geography, and TPWD’s management of the lake.
Lake Fork’s outstanding bass fishery was made 
possible by a number of factors. Fork is located 
in a watershed that provides important nutri-

“Bassin’ With Bubba”
Lake Fork Style

                             903-360-6994
email: fishnews@lakefork.net

See Toyota Texas....Continued on Page 17-A)
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

Fish Friendly

Outdoor Adventures Area, Kid-friendly Activities and Off-road 
Test Tracks Highlight Toyota Texas Bass Classic at Lake Fork
  The Toyota Texas Bass Classic (TTBC), the world cham-
pionship of professional bass fishing, is bringing the best an-
glers along with some of the biggest bands in country music 
to Lake Fork. In addition, there will be a full lineup of fami-
ly-friendly activities taking place on the grounds of the Sa-
bine River Authority (SRA) just east of the Lake Fork Dam.
  “We have great country music and a stellar field of an-
glers coming to Lake Fork. With all of the activities we 
have planned for fans and families, it’s shaping up to be 
a great weekend at the Toyota Texas Bass Classic,” said 
Tournament Director Lenny Francoeur. “We encour-
age everyone to get their tickets early. This event is really 
about supporting the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment, and it’s a great way for the community to enjoy 
world-class entertainment and support a worthy cause.”
Daily tickets are valid for admission to the festival grounds 
for angler weigh-ins, daily concerts, Bass Pro Shops Kids 
Zone and the outdoor adventure area and expo, among 
other activities. Tickets are $15 in advance and $25 at the 
gate. To purchase tickets, visit www.toyotatexasbassclas-
sic.com. Limited tickets are also available at local Toyota 
dealers, Academy Sports + Outdoors and Brookshire’s.
  Following are the highlights of the three-day event.
Take-Off: Come out to the SRA to see the top 50 pro an-
glers in the world each morning. Get angler autographs, 
see the latest gear and equipment, listen to angler inter-

views and cheer on your favorites as they take off to do 
battle with Lake Fork’s giant bass (Take-Off parking 
and admission are free. Take-Off gates open at 6:00am).
Outdoor Adventures Area: The Texas Parks and Wild-
life Outdoor Adventures Area features kid-friendly ac-
tivities that highlight TPWD’s youth fishing programs. 
Activities include archery, Operation Game Thief Wall 
of Shame, kids casting challenge and a host of other 
outdoor-themed educational and interactive exhibits.
Toyota Drive Center: Fans can try out brand new Toyota ve-
hicles on an off-road test track. Enjoy hands-on driving ex-
periences in the latest Toyota makes and models including 
the 2014 Tundra, Tacoma, Sequoia, 4Runner and FJ Cruiser.
Yamaha Test Track: Fans can test various Yamaha ATVs 
and side-by-sides on the 25,000 square foot test track that 
includes bumps, twists, log-filled roads and obstacles.
Outdoor Expo: Come early to visit the 80,000 square foot 
expo center featuring the latest in outdoor gear & products 
from Bass Pro Shops & Nitro Boats. Take in a seminar 
at the Berkley tank or see the latest line of Toyota vehi-
cles. There is plenty to see and do in the Outdoor Expo!
Bass Pro Shops Kids Zone: The Outdoor Kids 
Zone will feature entertainment for all ages. Fami-
lies can enjoy several activities including an inflat-
able obstacle course and Velcro wall, BB gun shoot-
ing range, kayak pool and mechanical bull riding.

Good Eats: Johnsonville Big Taste Grill, The world’s largest 
touring grill, will be on site grilling up more than 750 brats 
at a time. Not your average backyard barbeque, the grill 
weighs more than 53,000 pounds and measures 65 feet long. 
An array of food trucks will be on hand to cater to all fan’s
savory needs. From Cajun meat pies to snow cones, 
ice cream and gourmet treats, TTBC has it covered!
Live Concerts with Pat Green, Little Big Town, Justin Moore 
and more: TTBC will bring a star-studded music lineup to 
Lake Fork each day following the tournament weigh-ins. 
Pat Green will kick off the weekend’s concerts on Friday, 
May 9, followed by Little Big Town on Saturday, May 10. 
Closing the event Sunday, May 11, will be Justin Moore.
  
  The TTBC tournament functions are operated by the 
Professional Anglers Association with technical assis-
tance and support from the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department’s Inland Fisheries Division. Toyota is the 
title sponsor for the event. Official sponsors of TTBC are 
ATX Wheels, Bass Pro Shops, Nitro Boats, Geico, Leer 
Truck Caps, Republic Services, HOLT CAT, Shakespeare 
Ugly Stik, Tellespen, Yamaha, Academy Sports + Out-
doors, Brookshire’s, TLC Radio, KYKX 105.7, 104.1 
The Ranch, KMOO 99.9 and the Coca-Cola Company.   
Tickets are currently on sale. For more information visit 
www.toyotatexasbassclassic.com or call 1-866-907-0143.

5th ANNUAL WORLD 

SATURDAY, MAY 31, 2014

6:00 am – 2:00 pm

LAKE FORK MARINA

DIVISIONS:
BOATERS – 1 OR 2 MAN TEAM, 5 FISH TOTAL WEIGHT

NON-BOATER (kayak, float tube, pontoon, bank)– INDIVIDUAL, 

CATCH-PHOTO-RELEASE, 5 FISH TOTAL LENGTH

BIG BASS FOR EACH DIVISION CLUB/ORGANIZATION TROPHY

COST: $60/PERSON

OPTIONAL BIG SUNFISH POT $5
ALL FISHING MUST BE DONE WITH A FLY ROD & REEL 

AND LURES DESIGNED FOR FLY FISHING

FRIDAY & SATURDAY -FREE HOURLY FLY CASTING CLINICS, 

CASTING CONTESTS, KAYAK DEMOS, AND DOOR PRIZES!

CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO & ENTRY FORM

www.bassonthefly.org  or call 903-850-7084
EARLY ENTRIES BY MAY 16, RECEIVE FREE BASS FLY AND EN-

TRY INTO DRAWING FOR A SAGE LARGEMOUTH FLY ROD!

CHAMPIONSHIP BASS ON THE 
FLY FISHING TOURNAMENT

Happy 84th Birthday and Mother’s Day to my Mom, Nova Carleton of 
Leesville Missouri.  Love You! Your daughter Terri Moon and all the 
staff at “The Fisherman’s Guide News”.
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ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Official ShareLunker

Weigh Station

Weigh A ShareLunker With Us...

Receive $50 Gift Certificate

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

3035 W. St. Hwy. 154
Next to Minnow Bucket

903-878-7169

Family Owned & Operated
Tonya Rushing & Linda Countryman
Serving Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Patio Available For Lakeview Dining

Daily Lunch Special
1/2-lb. Burger & Fries $5.99

Friday All You Can Eat Catfish 4:30 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday Lunch Specials

Call In Orders Welcome
We’ll Deliver To The Pier Never Leave 

Your Boat!!!

Open Sun. Mon. Wed. Thur.
6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Fri. & Sat. 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Closed Tuesdays

Now Accepting Leases For Annual 
RV Waterfront Lots

Room Amenities Include Refrigerator, Coffee 
Pot, Microwave, 2 full size beds, Flat Screen 

Direct TV, New AC/Heating Units 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * 
Extended Boat Ramp *  Boat Slips * 

* Boat Storage Units $45/mo.

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479
Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 

on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 
South 3 Miles

"Why Stay Anywhere Else"
UPGRADED

MOTEL ROOMS

New Owners • New Management 
New Attitude

Website Under Construction 
Coming Soon!!

www.gofishfork.com

Richards' Stump Grinding
Stump Removal Below Surface

Residential and Farm ~ Large or Small Jobs

Free Estimates
(903) 629-7765 Winnsboro, Texas

Cellular 903-629-5231
David Richards

Joseph Lamm, 10 years old from Perth, Aus-
tralia was fishing with Uncle Mike Treece on 
the Texas Tiger. He caught this nice 2 lb. Crap-
pie. This was his first fish caught in the USA.

Lake Fork guide Mark Pack really got his line 
stretched when he hooked  this beautiful hawg 
while fishing the Fork in April. Wonder if he 
caught it on an M-Pack Jig. Weight not pro-
vided. C.P.R. 

Chris Sinkey from Lewisville, TX., won a 2014 
Ford truck with this nice 2.77-lb. bass during 
the Ford Mega Bass tournament that was held 
on Lake Fork on April 6th. (Fisherman’s Guide 
Photo by Sue Hampton)

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Brings Big Benefits to TPWD, Local Economy, Lake Fork Fishery

(See Toyota Texas...
Continued on Page 16A)

  The Toyota Texas 
Bass Classic (TTBC) 
world championship 
bass tournament will 
return to Lake Fork 
May 9--11, 2014.
  Designed to showcase 
one of the best trophy 
bass lakes in the world 
and the fisheries man-

agement that devel-
oped it, the TTBC has 
raised over $1.75 mil-
lion for Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD) fish-
eries programs. This 
year’s tournament is 
expected to bring in an 
additional $250,000 in 

funding for the depart-
ment’s youth fishing 
and outreach programs.
  The TTBC was con-
ceived on Lake Fork 
during a fishing trip 
involving professional 
angler Kelly Jordan and 
then TPWD commis-
sioners T. Dan Fried-

kin and Donato Ramos. 
The first two TTBC 
tournaments were held 
on Lake Fork in 2007 
and 2008 before mov-
ing to Lake Conroe.
The TTBC is much 
more than just a fish-
ing tournament. The 
partnership between 

TPWD and Toyota and 
the Toyota Texas Bass 
Classic is designed to 
support programs that 
encourage people, es-
pecially youth, to get 
outdoors and fish. An 
Outdoor Adventures 
Area will feature dis-
plays and outdoor ac-

tivities that give attend-
ees opportunities to 
experience fishing for 
catfish, archery, kayak-
ing and more. Sampling 
is encouraged at the 
barbecue cook-off, and 
visitors can test-drive 
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Cinco de Mayo Celebration May 3 at TFFC
  The Athens community will celebrate the 
joint heritage of Texas and Mexico with a 
day of dance, food and fishing at the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center on Saturday, 
May 3.
  The event will feature performances of tra-
ditional Mexican dances in the Hart-Morris 
Conservation Center beginning at 11:30 a.m. 
The Blackland Prairie Raptor Center will 
present a hawks and owls show at 1:00 p.m. 
Athens area restaurants will compete in a 
salsa contest, which will be judged at 2:30 
p.m. See a complete schedule below.
  All Cinco de Mayo activities are included 
with regular admission to TFFC.
  Highlights of the dance performances in-
clude appearances by Tyler Ballet Folklori-
co, Athens area elementary students and Las 
Tapatias, Athens’ own folkloric dance group.
  The Blackland Prairie Raptor Center will 
do walk-around displays of birds including 
owls and hawks throughout the day. Visitors 
will be able to see the birds at close range 
and learn about their abilities and habits.
  El San Luis Restaurant will serve food in 
the Hart-Morris Conservation Center.
  Athens High School Key Club and Nation-

al Honors Society students will be decorat-
ing the facility and volunteering during the 
event.
  Sponsors of the event include Red Hat 
Rentals, Schneider Electric, FutureMatrix, 
Inc., First State Bank, Citizens National 
Bank, Aaron’s Sales and Lease and Friends 
of TFFC.
Schedule of Events
--11:30am Tyler Ballet Folklorico adult 
dance performance
--12:00pm Dance performances by Athens 
ISD students and Las Tapatias
--12:30pm Tyler Ballet Folklorico children’s 
dance performance
--1:00pm Blackland Raptor Center Hawks 
and Owls presentation
--1:30pm Athens ISD students dance perfor-
mance
--2:00pm Tyler Ballet Folklorico regional 
dances performance
--2:30pm Salsa contest judging and Las 
Tapatias dance performance
  \
  For more information on the event contact 
James Booker at (903) 670-2266, james.
booker@tpwd.texas.gov. Se habla español.

2005 31ft Gulf Stream Travel 
FEMA Trailer at Lake Fork on 

leased lot with large covered 
deck that is perfect for 

entertaining or relaxing 
after a long day of fishing 
located at Hang Out Cove RV 

Park next to Fisherman’s Cove. 
Price is $6500.00. Lease is paid 
until August. Trailer is AS IS. 

For info call   903-883-0360

Practice Safe
BoatingFish Friendly
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  For more information on the event contact 
James Booker at (903) 670-2266, james.
booker@tpwd.texas.gov. Se habla español.

2005 31ft Gulf Stream Travel 
FEMA Trailer at Lake Fork on 

leased lot with large covered 
deck that is perfect for 

entertaining or relaxing 
after a long day of fishing 
located at Hang Out Cove RV 

Park next to Fisherman’s Cove. 
Price is $6500.00. Lease is paid 
until August. Trailer is AS IS. 

For info call   903-883-0360

Practice Safe
BoatingFish Friendly
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ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Official ShareLunker

Weigh Station

Weigh A ShareLunker With Us...

Receive $50 Gift Certificate

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

3035 W. St. Hwy. 154
Next to Minnow Bucket

903-878-7169

Family Owned & Operated
Tonya Rushing & Linda Countryman
Serving Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Patio Available For Lakeview Dining

Daily Lunch Special
1/2-lb. Burger & Fries $5.99

Friday All You Can Eat Catfish 4:30 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday Lunch Specials

Call In Orders Welcome
We’ll Deliver To The Pier Never Leave 

Your Boat!!!

Open Sun. Mon. Wed. Thur.
6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Fri. & Sat. 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Closed Tuesdays

Now Accepting Leases For Annual 
RV Waterfront Lots

Room Amenities Include Refrigerator, Coffee 
Pot, Microwave, 2 full size beds, Flat Screen 

Direct TV, New AC/Heating Units 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * 
Extended Boat Ramp *  Boat Slips * 

* Boat Storage Units $45/mo.

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479
Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 

on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 
South 3 Miles

"Why Stay Anywhere Else"
UPGRADED

MOTEL ROOMS

New Owners • New Management 
New Attitude

Website Under Construction 
Coming Soon!!

www.gofishfork.com

Richards' Stump Grinding
Stump Removal Below Surface

Residential and Farm ~ Large or Small Jobs

Free Estimates
(903) 629-7765 Winnsboro, Texas

Cellular 903-629-5231
David Richards

Joseph Lamm, 10 years old from Perth, Aus-
tralia was fishing with Uncle Mike Treece on 
the Texas Tiger. He caught this nice 2 lb. Crap-
pie. This was his first fish caught in the USA.

Lake Fork guide Mark Pack really got his line 
stretched when he hooked  this beautiful hawg 
while fishing the Fork in April. Wonder if he 
caught it on an M-Pack Jig. Weight not pro-
vided. C.P.R. 

Chris Sinkey from Lewisville, TX., won a 2014 
Ford truck with this nice 2.77-lb. bass during 
the Ford Mega Bass tournament that was held 
on Lake Fork on April 6th. (Fisherman’s Guide 
Photo by Sue Hampton)

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Brings Big Benefits to TPWD, Local Economy, Lake Fork Fishery

(See Toyota Texas...
Continued on Page 16A)

  The Toyota Texas 
Bass Classic (TTBC) 
world championship 
bass tournament will 
return to Lake Fork 
May 9--11, 2014.
  Designed to showcase 
one of the best trophy 
bass lakes in the world 
and the fisheries man-

agement that devel-
oped it, the TTBC has 
raised over $1.75 mil-
lion for Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD) fish-
eries programs. This 
year’s tournament is 
expected to bring in an 
additional $250,000 in 

funding for the depart-
ment’s youth fishing 
and outreach programs.
  The TTBC was con-
ceived on Lake Fork 
during a fishing trip 
involving professional 
angler Kelly Jordan and 
then TPWD commis-
sioners T. Dan Fried-

kin and Donato Ramos. 
The first two TTBC 
tournaments were held 
on Lake Fork in 2007 
and 2008 before mov-
ing to Lake Conroe.
The TTBC is much 
more than just a fish-
ing tournament. The 
partnership between 

TPWD and Toyota and 
the Toyota Texas Bass 
Classic is designed to 
support programs that 
encourage people, es-
pecially youth, to get 
outdoors and fish. An 
Outdoor Adventures 
Area will feature dis-
plays and outdoor ac-

tivities that give attend-
ees opportunities to 
experience fishing for 
catfish, archery, kayak-
ing and more. Sampling 
is encouraged at the 
barbecue cook-off, and 
visitors can test-drive 
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

Fish Friendly

Outdoor Adventures Area, Kid-friendly Activities and Off-road 
Test Tracks Highlight Toyota Texas Bass Classic at Lake Fork
  The Toyota Texas Bass Classic (TTBC), the world cham-
pionship of professional bass fishing, is bringing the best an-
glers along with some of the biggest bands in country music 
to Lake Fork. In addition, there will be a full lineup of fami-
ly-friendly activities taking place on the grounds of the Sa-
bine River Authority (SRA) just east of the Lake Fork Dam.
  “We have great country music and a stellar field of an-
glers coming to Lake Fork. With all of the activities we 
have planned for fans and families, it’s shaping up to be 
a great weekend at the Toyota Texas Bass Classic,” said 
Tournament Director Lenny Francoeur. “We encour-
age everyone to get their tickets early. This event is really 
about supporting the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment, and it’s a great way for the community to enjoy 
world-class entertainment and support a worthy cause.”
Daily tickets are valid for admission to the festival grounds 
for angler weigh-ins, daily concerts, Bass Pro Shops Kids 
Zone and the outdoor adventure area and expo, among 
other activities. Tickets are $15 in advance and $25 at the 
gate. To purchase tickets, visit www.toyotatexasbassclas-
sic.com. Limited tickets are also available at local Toyota 
dealers, Academy Sports + Outdoors and Brookshire’s.
  Following are the highlights of the three-day event.
Take-Off: Come out to the SRA to see the top 50 pro an-
glers in the world each morning. Get angler autographs, 
see the latest gear and equipment, listen to angler inter-

views and cheer on your favorites as they take off to do 
battle with Lake Fork’s giant bass (Take-Off parking 
and admission are free. Take-Off gates open at 6:00am).
Outdoor Adventures Area: The Texas Parks and Wild-
life Outdoor Adventures Area features kid-friendly ac-
tivities that highlight TPWD’s youth fishing programs. 
Activities include archery, Operation Game Thief Wall 
of Shame, kids casting challenge and a host of other 
outdoor-themed educational and interactive exhibits.
Toyota Drive Center: Fans can try out brand new Toyota ve-
hicles on an off-road test track. Enjoy hands-on driving ex-
periences in the latest Toyota makes and models including 
the 2014 Tundra, Tacoma, Sequoia, 4Runner and FJ Cruiser.
Yamaha Test Track: Fans can test various Yamaha ATVs 
and side-by-sides on the 25,000 square foot test track that 
includes bumps, twists, log-filled roads and obstacles.
Outdoor Expo: Come early to visit the 80,000 square foot 
expo center featuring the latest in outdoor gear & products 
from Bass Pro Shops & Nitro Boats. Take in a seminar 
at the Berkley tank or see the latest line of Toyota vehi-
cles. There is plenty to see and do in the Outdoor Expo!
Bass Pro Shops Kids Zone: The Outdoor Kids 
Zone will feature entertainment for all ages. Fami-
lies can enjoy several activities including an inflat-
able obstacle course and Velcro wall, BB gun shoot-
ing range, kayak pool and mechanical bull riding.

Good Eats: Johnsonville Big Taste Grill, The world’s largest 
touring grill, will be on site grilling up more than 750 brats 
at a time. Not your average backyard barbeque, the grill 
weighs more than 53,000 pounds and measures 65 feet long. 
An array of food trucks will be on hand to cater to all fan’s
savory needs. From Cajun meat pies to snow cones, 
ice cream and gourmet treats, TTBC has it covered!
Live Concerts with Pat Green, Little Big Town, Justin Moore 
and more: TTBC will bring a star-studded music lineup to 
Lake Fork each day following the tournament weigh-ins. 
Pat Green will kick off the weekend’s concerts on Friday, 
May 9, followed by Little Big Town on Saturday, May 10. 
Closing the event Sunday, May 11, will be Justin Moore.
  
  The TTBC tournament functions are operated by the 
Professional Anglers Association with technical assis-
tance and support from the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department’s Inland Fisheries Division. Toyota is the 
title sponsor for the event. Official sponsors of TTBC are 
ATX Wheels, Bass Pro Shops, Nitro Boats, Geico, Leer 
Truck Caps, Republic Services, HOLT CAT, Shakespeare 
Ugly Stik, Tellespen, Yamaha, Academy Sports + Out-
doors, Brookshire’s, TLC Radio, KYKX 105.7, 104.1 
The Ranch, KMOO 99.9 and the Coca-Cola Company.   
Tickets are currently on sale. For more information visit 
www.toyotatexasbassclassic.com or call 1-866-907-0143.

5th ANNUAL WORLD 

SATURDAY, MAY 31, 2014

6:00 am – 2:00 pm

LAKE FORK MARINA

DIVISIONS:
BOATERS – 1 OR 2 MAN TEAM, 5 FISH TOTAL WEIGHT

NON-BOATER (kayak, float tube, pontoon, bank)– INDIVIDUAL, 

CATCH-PHOTO-RELEASE, 5 FISH TOTAL LENGTH

BIG BASS FOR EACH DIVISION CLUB/ORGANIZATION TROPHY

COST: $60/PERSON

OPTIONAL BIG SUNFISH POT $5
ALL FISHING MUST BE DONE WITH A FLY ROD & REEL 

AND LURES DESIGNED FOR FLY FISHING

FRIDAY & SATURDAY -FREE HOURLY FLY CASTING CLINICS, 

CASTING CONTESTS, KAYAK DEMOS, AND DOOR PRIZES!

CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO & ENTRY FORM

www.bassonthefly.org  or call 903-850-7084
EARLY ENTRIES BY MAY 16, RECEIVE FREE BASS FLY AND EN-

TRY INTO DRAWING FOR A SAGE LARGEMOUTH FLY ROD!

CHAMPIONSHIP BASS ON THE 
FLY FISHING TOURNAMENT

Happy 84th Birthday and Mother’s Day to my Mom, Nova Carleton of 
Leesville Missouri.  Love You! Your daughter Terri Moon and all the 
staff at “The Fisherman’s Guide News”.
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Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area

903-765-2726
US Hwy. 69N.
Alba, Texas

903-856-6548
1893 US 271

Pittsburg, Texas

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Steve. Stacy, and Brett Crumpler

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

Tom Larkin, Addison, TX., with 
buddy Will from Tyler, TX.,

Skip & Sherry Osgood
Loveland, Colorado

Brenda Protzman, Lake of the 
Ozarks, MO.,

Clint Granger, Yantis, TX.,
Birthday Bonanza!

Rick and Jean Buzzard
Dallas, TX.,

Kenneth Kennedy & Dad Louis
Longview, TX.,

Matt Protzman, Nebraska

Tom Larkin, Addison, TX.,
with sons Mike and Steve

Lynn Roller, Ft. Worth with buddy 
Steve - and Cricket

It’s Fishin’ Time in Texas
  Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) has begun stocking channel cat-
fish into Neighborhood Fishin’ Program lakes 
in urban areas across Texas. Stockings will 
take place every two weeks through the sum-
mer and fall except during August, when high 
water temperatures may limit fish survival.
  New to the Neighborhood Fishin’ program this 
year is Woldert Park Pond in Tyler. The park 
is located at 501 West 32nd street; the pond is 
downhill from the Glass Recreation Center.
  Neighborhood Fishin’ is a program of Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD).
  “Neighborhood Fishin’ aims to give Texas fami-
lies a good place to fish close to where they live,” 
said Dave Terre, TPWD’s director of research and 
management for Inland Fisheries. “We estimate 
that more than 80,000 people a year participate in 
the program, and about half of those are children 
or adults who are new to fishing. Connecting kids 
to the outdoors through fishing makes them hap-

pier and healthier, and they do better in school. 
Outdoor lifestyles also strengthen families.”
  Local sponsors play a key role in the Neighbor-
hood Fishin’ program by providing funds to pur-
chase additional fish beyond those made possible 
by statewide support from the Texas Bass Classic 
Foundation and the federal Sport Fish Restora-
tion Program. Cities and counties where Neigh-
borhood Fishin’ lakes are located purchase some 
fish in addition to providing facilities at the sites.
  In Tarrant County, the Neighborhood Fish-
in’ lakes in Hurst’s Chisholm Park and Fort 
Worth’s Greenbriar Park benefit from the finan-
cial support of the Sportsmen’s Club of Fort 
Worth and the Nell V. Bailey Charitable Trust. 
Valero sponsors Miller’s Pond in San Antonio. 
Woldert Park Pond is sponsored by the East 
Texas Woods and Waters Foundation of Tyler.
  “Having local partners such as these makes 
the program stronger and larger and allows us 
to bring more people into fishing,” Terre said. 

“We target metropolitan areas with popula-
tions of 100,000 or more, and we would wel-
come additional partners in any such area.”
  Any organization interested in partnering 
with TPWD on the Neighborhood Fishin’ Pro-
gram should contact Terre at (512) 389-4855.
  
  Stocking is a key component of Neighbor-
hood Fishin’, since it provides a constant sup-
ply of catchable, eating-size fish. “Our goal 
is to encourage families to bring their kids 
for a fun, outdoor fish-catching experience 
where they can harvest a few fish and take 
them home to eat,” said Terre. Channel catfish 
are stocked from April through October, and 
rainbow trout are stocked in winter months.
  For more information on the Neighborhood Fish-
in’ program, including locations and directions, 
tackle loaner programs where available, instruc-
tional fishing videos, fishing regulations and pro-
gram partners, visit www.neighborhoodfishin.org.

Lost Dog
Help Us!!

His name is max!!! may have gotten on some-
one’s Boat! Loves to ride and the lake!! he 

is my fishing buddy and a member of our 
family.  Please help us find our child! 

$$$ Reward for return $$$$
Call James 817-219-1010 or 903-473-3536

Stop by and visit us and check out the Kubota line at 
the 10th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Tournament

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Benefits TPWD, Local Economy, Lake Fork Fishery Continued from Page 14-A

the latest ATVs and Toyota trucks. Country music 
concerts by top entertainers cap each day’s events.
  The TTBC also gives financially supports TP-
WD’s Neighborhood Fishin’ Program, which regu-
larly stocks fish into 16 urban-area lakes that allow 
people to fish close to home. The newest Neigh-
borhood Fishin’ Lake is Woldert Pond in Tyler, just 
down the road from Lake Fork. Some 85,000 peo-
ple a year fish in Neighborhood Fishin’ ponds, and 
about half those are youth or people new to fishing.
  Another program supported by the Toyota Texas 

Bass Classic is the Texas division of the State-
Fish Art Contest. Students in grades K-12 submit 
drawings of fish and compete for scholarships. 
Artwork from that contest appears on Toyota Tex-
as Bass Classic tickets. Research shows that stu-
dents who take part in this contest are more likely 
to become interested in fishing. More than 1,100 
youths entered the Texas division of the State-Fish 
Art Contest just ended, more than any other state.
  The partnership between TTBC and TPWD ex-
emplify TPWD’s core messages. Everything is 

connected. Everyone does play a part. But when 
you have a big bass on the end of your line, life 
isn’t just better outside, it’s AWESOME! Nowhere 
in Texas is that more likely to happen than on Lake 
Fork, and the reasons are the partnership between 
TPWD and the Sabine River Authority (SRA), 
geography, and TPWD’s management of the lake.
Lake Fork’s outstanding bass fishery was made 
possible by a number of factors. Fork is located 
in a watershed that provides important nutri-

“Bassin’ With Bubba”
Lake Fork Style

                             903-360-6994
email: fishnews@lakefork.net

See Toyota Texas....Continued on Page 17-A)



May Means Big Crappie  & Morels!
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

Waterfront and Water View RV Lots for Annual Lease
Caney Point RV Resort

903-474-1946 or 903-383-3295
Call About Our Special Priced Lots

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 50’ Level Concrete Pads, 

Full Hook-ups, Phone Lines, 50 Amp Electricity, 
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife

(Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

American Owned
Owner on Property

Call For A Tour Today!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

By Terri Moon

  What a dilemma! 
It’s one that I face ev-
ery year at this time. 
The big crappie finally 
move in and are going 
gangbusters – then I 
get the call from Mis-
souri that the morel 
mushrooms are up and 
guess what? – Yep – the 
morels win out every 
year! There is only a 
short window of time to 
pick the morels in the 
spring (and frankly you 
can catch the crappie 
year round!). So, here 
I am at Truman Lake 
in Missouri chasing 
mushrooms again with 
family and friends!
  But, before I left 
to come up here, the 
crappie went crazy. 
We had a couple of re-
ally tough days dealing 
with  the weather – then 
– WOWZA – in 4 ft. 
of water on jigs under 
bobbers, they turned 
on. As fast as you could 
throw out, they were 
on! It was awesome! 
Even the bass wanted to 
play! We were catching 
them on Bobby Gar-
land’s ‘monkey milk’ 
and thread fin shad col-
ors and putting them on 
a 1/16 oz. road runner 
jig head. There are still 
crappie trying to spawn 

in 1 to 4 ft. of water and 
also some post spawn 
females showing up at 
the bridges and brush 
piles. We’re catching 
them at 16 to 18 ft. in 
20 to 25 ft. of water. 
So, if you’re not hav-
ing any luck up shallow 
– back off and check 
some deeper spots.
  It won’t be long till 
the bream start staging 
up and I can’t wait for 
that to start! Start look-
ing for them around the 
next full moon. Crickets 
or nightcrawlers always 
work. You can tightline 
or slip-bobber for them. 
It’s probably the most 
fun you can have catch-
ing a bunch of bream! 
  I want to send a big 
‘Thank You’ to Chuck, 
Perry & Dropshot at 
Service Marine for 
looking after my boat 
while I’m gone. It’s the 
perfect time to have 
all the annual mainte-

nance and repairs done 
and be ready to go when 
I get back. I really ap-
preciate all their help! 
They are in Emory and 
you can reach them at 
903-473-3909 if you’re 
in need of repairs.
  I wish you all the 
best out there crap-
pie fishing! But, right 
now I’m heading to 
the woods to find me 
a limit of MORELS!!
  
  Happy Mother’s Day 
to all and especially to 
mine! Also ‘Happy 84th 
birthday to my mom 
– she’s still a trouper 
spotting mushrooms!
  For those of you that 
want to get in on the 
post spawn action in 
June, give me a call. 
It ought to be awe-
some! You can reach 
me after mother’s day.
  Be safe out on the wa-
ter and see you soon!

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Benefits TPWD, Local Economy, Lake Fork Fishery Continued from Page 16-A

ents to the lake, and TPWD and the SRA coop-
erated to build on that base. Much of the timber 
was left standing in the lake, and Florida large-
mouth bass were stocked into farm ponds in 
the reservoir basin prior to impoundment. Pro-
gressively restrictive harvest regulations have 
protected fish of breeding size. In recent years, 
TPWD has partnered with SRA and the Lake Fork 
Sportsman’s Association to enhance fish habitat.
Lake Fork has produced 256 of the 557 entries 
into the Toyota ShareLunker program, an angler 
recognition and selective breeding program that 
uses angler-donated 13-pound or bigger large-
mouth bass to produce fingerlings for stock-
ing into Texas public waters. Fork produced 33 

of the 50 biggest bass ever caught in Texas, in-
cluding the current state record of 18.18 pounds.
  Conservation is at the heart of TPWD fisheries 
management, and the TTBC tournament format 
furthers that effort. Fish 16 to 24 inches long are 
weighed on the water and immediately released; an-
glers are allowed to bring one fish over 24 inches to 
the weigh-in. Fish brought to the weigh-in are cared 
for by TPWD biologists and returned to the lake.
  The payoff for these efforts can be seen in 
the local economy. Lake Fork’s economic im-
pact on Wood County is estimated at more 
than $23 million annually, and the 2008 TTBC 
brought 30,000 people to the area and gener-
ated nearly $2 million for the local economy.

  “None of this can happen without public sup-
port,” said Dave Terre, TPWD’s Inland Fisheries 
Chief of Management and Research. “By attend-
ing the Toyota Texas Bass Classic, you are also 
supporting TPWD programs such as Neighbor-
hood Fishin’ and the State-Fish Art Contest. In 
addition to helping make possible these programs 
that benefit your own family today, you will 
play a part in passing on the traditions of fishing 
and good management of our natural resources 
to future generations. They and we thank you.”
  Information on the 2014 TTBC is post-
ed at www.toyotatexasbassclassic.com 
as it becomes available. Videos of previ-
ous tournaments can be viewed on YouTube.

Treat Mom to a Picnic this Mother’s Day at a Texas State Park
  Plan a picnic and let mom relax at your fa-
vorite state park this Mother’s Day, May 11.
Picnics offer a unique twist on traditional Mother’s 
Day gifts, as well as quality time to bond through oth-
er park activities such as hiking, biking and birding.
  State park picnic options range from outdoor ta-
bles and charcoal grills to full kitchens and group 
pavilions available by reservation. Some picnick-
ers bring their own cookware such as Dutch ovens 
and gas stoves. Choose from a variety of scenic, 
and often well-shaded, areas near rivers, lakes and 
beaches. For help planning the best picnic for your 

mom, visit http://www.texasstateparks.org/picnic.
  Texas State Parks, Texas Department of Agriculture, 
the Texas Beef Council and a community of food 
bloggers have shared 28 easy-to-make picnic reci-
pes to help plan your picnic. The list includes recipes 
such as mango chicken salad lettuce wraps, mojo 
beef kabobs and creamy chicken chow mein salad.
  For more inspiration, view the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
“Picnics and Outdoor Cooking” Pinterest board, featur-
ing “Dutch Oven Green Chile and Chicken Enchiladas,” 
which won the 2013 TPWD Outdoor Cooking Contest.
  See this video on how one Houston area fam-

ily celebrated Mother’s Day by heading outdoors.
  To book a Texas-sized picnic for the whole fam-
ily in a larger group pavilion, call (512) 389-8900 
book online at http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/business/
park_reservations/, or get more information at http://
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/parkinfo/facilities.
  
  Access news images, videos, regional con-
tent, social media posts, radio episodes, public 
service announcements and an Outdoor Activ-
ity of the Month topic calendar at: https://www.
dropbox.com/sh/fk0iritqskftm4p/lUDnbU2S5Y?m



Page 18-A                                                   “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                        May May                                               “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                             Page 7-A

INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Tom Redington
    Lake Fork Guide

www.lakeforkguidetrips.com
214-683-9572 

* Swimming Pool/Hot Tub
* Business Center
* Fitness Center
* Jacuzzi Rooms
* Boat Parking
* Guest Laundry
* Free High
   Speed Internet
* 32” Flat Screen TV 
    All Rooms

www.BestWestern.com

MINEOLA INN
903-569-5331
Fax: 903-569-5388

Free Hot Breakfast
Boat Hook-ups

* Microwave & Refrigerator Every Room

100 Debby Lane
 (Hwy 69)

15 Minutes From Lake Fork Boat Ramps
Family Atmosphere While Fishing!!

Crappie
Trips

Hotel • Marina • RV Park 
Cabins/Lodges 

Tackle Store (Great Selection)
Annual RV Sites  on Mustang Creek 

Now Available!
Hosting a tournament on Lake Fork?
Check Out Our Excellent Facilities!

Fully Stocked Tackle Store
Selection of Two (2) Protected Boat Ramps

195 PR 5551 * Alba, Texas 75410

(Just Off FM 17 and CR 1550)
903-765-2385

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca * Amber  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

“Pack  of Knowledge”  Lots of Spawning Yet to Come on Fork

(See Pack of Knowledge....Continued on Page 22-A)

By Tom Redington

  For much of the springtime, bass are preoccupied 
with reproduction and less concerned about eat-
ing.  By late spring and early summer though, the 
mating rituals have wrapped up and bass go on a 
feeding binge to make up for lost time.  This eat-
ing spree happens at just the right time because it 
coincides with a tremendous amount of prey mov-
ing into the shallows to spawn.  From mid-April 
through much of June on Lake Fork and similar 

Southern lakes, bass relate to spawning shad and 
sunfish (bluegill, red ears, etc.).  For an angler look-
ing to catch a lot of big bass quickly, following the 
shad and sunfish spawns is a great place to start. 
  The shad spawn across Lake Fork at different 
times, normally starting sometime in April in the 
upper ends of the lake and continuing through 
much of May on the south end.  Shad typically 
spawn on the clay banks and grassy shores on 
Fork and you’ll be able to find these areas with 
a little scouting.  Look for spawning shad dur-
ing the first couple of hours in the morning.  If 
they are there, you’ll normally see thousands of 
shad flicking on the surface.  In addition, many 
fish eating birds will also be in the area, such 
as egrets and blue herons, feasting on the shad. 
  Once you’ve located spawning shad, the bass are 
pretty easy to catch until the sun comes up and the 
shad move out.  Baitfish imitating lures with silver 
or white color schemes are best, and I try to match 
the size of the shad—typically 2 to 5 inch threadfin 
shad on Lake Fork.  Double willow spinnerbaits 
and bladed jigs with 3.5” Live Magic Shad trail-
ers are great for both numbers of fish and some 
big ones as well.  Topwater lures like poppers and 
walking baits like Lucky Craft Sammys or the new 
Lake Fork Magic Popper also produce lots of fish, 
as do shallow running crankbaits like Lucky Craft 

BDS 3 and LC 1.5 baits.  As the sun starts to rise 
and the action slows a bit, soft plastic jerkbaits 
will produce a few more fish by fishing slightly 
deeper.  Swimming 3.5” and 4.5” Live Magic 
Shads or 4” and 5” Hyper Worms will catch active 
fish.  If a swimming retrieve won’t work, use a 
stop and go action and let these plastics slowly fall 
to the bottom.  The look of a dying shad is often 
too much for a hungry lunker to pass up.  For the 
soft plastics, Albino Shad or Magic Shad are both 
killer colors.  Long casts work better for this tech-
nique as well, so the softer tip of a 7’3” Dobyns 
733C does a great job casting these light plastics.
  Sunfish spawn for a longer period of time (sev-
eral months), and even better, bass chase their 
finny little nemesis all day long, regardless of 
the weather conditions.   Sunfish beds look like 
smaller versions of bass beds and are normally 
built in large clusters resembling honeycombs.  
Look for these beds in hard bottom areas around 
small timber, weeds, and lily pads—often near the 
same areas where bass spawn.  If you find an area 
with bedding sunfish, you can be certain that bass 
are nearby.  While the little panfish are distract-
ed by spawning rituals, bass lurk around these 
areas and pick off easy meals with regularity.  
  Unlike the early morning spawning shad pattern, 

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Owners: John & JoAnne Heimgartner

NOW OPEN
“ARE YOU READY FOR SOME 

CRAWFISH?”       

Best Glass Cranking Rod on the Planet! Designed by 
Tommy Martin & Paul Elias..Strong, light weight & 

they float!! You have to see and feel this Rod!!!

NOW IN STOCK AT OUR STORE!!!

CAJUN DELIGHTS
Lake Fork, Texas
• Jambalay • Boiled Shrimp • 

GUMBO • Po-Boys 
• Fried Catfish

• Red Beans & Rice
• Fried Oysters 

Reg. Hours
Fri. - Sat.

4 pm - 9 pm
Take Out

or 
Dine In

B.Y.O.B.
For 

Information
Call:

903-383-7121

“Celebrating
Our 10th
Year at

Lake Fork”

Located Next 
to Fisherman’s 

One Stop
 7933 W. FM 
515 Yantis, 

Texas 75497

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Qualifiers (Continued from Page 1-A)

on the most histori-
cal bass fishing lake in 
Texas. From legendary 
anglers to Lake Fork 
rookies, the competi-
tion will be fierce, the 
bass will be enormous 
and I can’t wait to see 
who will take home 
the trophy and title of 
World Champion,” 
said Tournament Direc-
tor Lenny Francoeur.
  TTBC’s record for 
partnering with an-
glers, the fishing in-
dustry and Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) 
in support of fishing, 
education and conser-
vation is unmatched.
--Since its inception, the 
TTBC has raised $1.75 
million to support fish-
ing and outdoor educa-
tion programs of TPWD.

--Through its support 
of TPWD’s Neigh-
borhood Fishin’ Pro-
gram, the TTBC has 
made 300,000 catfish 
available in metropoli-
tan areas throughout 
Texas, enabling more 
than 80,000 people an-
nually to fish close to 
where they live. About 
half those people are 
first-time anglers.
--TTBC funds have 
provided a Take-Me-
Fishing trailer and 
nine “how-to-fish” 
videos that have been 
featured at 74 events 
and reached more 
than 40,000 people. 
The videos have been 
viewed online by more 
than 200,000 people.
--Funds from the TTBC 
support the Texas divi-
sion of the Wildlife 

Forever State-Fish Art 
Contest, making the 
Texas contest one of 
the largest in the coun-
try. Some 5,000 young 
Texas artists have 
entered the contest, 
which uses science, art 
and fishing to interest 
youth in the outdoors.
--A top concern among 
bass anglers is survival 
of the fish they catch. 
The TTBC pioneered 
and each year show-
cases a tournament 
format that ensures a 
near-100 percent sur-
vival of fish caught in 
the tournament. TPWD 
hopes the TTBC tour-
nament format will 
become the model 
for bass tournaments 
across the country.
(See Toyota Texasl...
  Continued on Page 19-A)
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     Lake Fork 
              Resort

Located 1/2 Mile South of 
Hwy 515 on Hwy. 17 On Lake Fork

Call Today For Your Reservations
27 Motel Rooms  •  RV Park • Swimming Pool 

Cafe • Fishing Pier • Boat Ramp
• Boat Slips • Store • Guide Services

BOOK YOUR ROOMS TODAY!  AND...DON'T FOR-
GET OUR GREAT HOME COOKING, FEATURING 

"ANY TIME BREAKFAST", OUR JUICY HOME-
STYLE BURGERS, HOME-MADE FRENCH FRIES 

AND OUR OUTSTANDING CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 
IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

(903) 765-2987 or 1-800-230-4367 
e-mail: reservations@lakeforkresort.com 
5004 North F.M. 17 • Alba, Tx. 75410Answers on Page 21-A
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Reel In His Heart, Not With A 
Bass But With A Touch of Class!

 14kt Yellow Gold Bass           10kt Yellow Gold Duck           10kt Yellow Gold Elk

14kt Yellow Gold Reel           14kt Yellow Gold Buck              14kt Yellow Gold
                                                                                                       Boat  Propeller

10kt Yellow Gold 
GolfBag Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold 
Walleye  Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold Water 
Ski Pendant           

We Pay Cash For Scrap Gold & Silver

INSTANT
CASH

INSTANT
CASH

North Texas Gold and Silver Exchange
Located in Diamonds-N-Designs

"Professional Jewelry and Watch Repair!"
1402 Mockingbird Lane, Ste. 7 • Sulphur Springs, Texas

903-885-1118
Shop On Line:  

www.diamonds-n-designs.com

Financing Available 
With Approved Credit!

Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Copper Ridge
Hideaway

Booking Now For 
Spring Fishing/Family Getaway

Wonderful 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath With a Gated 3,000 Square Ft. 
Home, 3 Covered Car Ports With Electrical Hook-Ups

Amenities: 4 Bedroom, (Sleeps Up to 12) 2 Full Baths, Direct TV, 
Mi-Fi Internet, Washer and Dryer, Fully Equipped Kitchen, 2 

Coffee Makers (Coffee Furnished), 2 Living Areas and a Dining 
Area, Outside Covered Patio With Smoker/Grill & 

a Propane Fish Cooker
Dock on Clarkson Branch Cove North of Sun Eagle Bay

1.7 mile by boat or 3 miles by truck/car to Lake Fork Marina
Call For Availability And Pricing:

Clint ~ 903-312-9885  Stephanie  863-738-9092

May has multiple patterns

(See May has multiple...
Continued on Page 20-A)

By David Ozio

  “May is finally approaching and it can’t come too 
soon for me. All of us have had more than enough 
of this horrendous winter and are ready to break 
out the shorts and sun screen. Bass fishing on Fork 
should really start to ramp up as May is my favor-
ite month of the year. Multiple patterns will evolve 
from the start of the month to the very last day. Be-
ing as the lake is still experiencing the residual ef-
fects of this drawn out winter, spawning bass will 
still be on tap for the first two weeks of the month. 
It has been a running joke at the marina that we 
will all still be bed fishing in early June this year.
  The shad spawn will be in full swing by the first 
week and the crankbait will be the call of the day. 

The squarebill will be my choice in shad patterns 
and I will be fishing it on all main lake points as 
well as the closest secondary points to the main 
lake. You may need to experiment with bill sizes 
to find out what depth the fish are holding at on 
any given day. Cloud cover will affect their po-
sition on shallow structure as well as sunshine. 
As the water is warming, you might start with 
a shallow running bait early in the morning and 
switch to something that runs slightly deeper later 
that morning or into the afternoon. Don’t forget 
that early May should produce some early morn-
ing top water action as the shad will be in the 
shallows across the lake. A buzzbait can deliver 
some heart stopping strikes during this time of 
the year. You can’t go wrong with the trusty Zara 
Spook. It may be your “go to” bait on a daily ba-
sis for the rest of the month. I have been using 
a prototype swimbait by M-Pack Lures for the 
past week and it has been delivering some awe-
some days. As long as the shad are still shallow, 
this big fish goliath will continue to haul in the 
toads. Look for this bait to be out in early summer.
     As we head into the middle of the month, the 
bass will transition out from the spawning areas to 
take up residence on the nearest wood for a few 
weeks. They will be near the bottom and can be 

caught on jigs, drop shots, Texas rig worms and 
crankbaits. I will pitch an M-pack jig to the ce-
dar trees and any thick wood on main lake points 
and at the mouth of pockets off the main lake. The 
northwest side of the lake will set up for this first 
while the southwest side of the lake will follow 
suit later in the month. It’s all about water temps 
as the trophy monsters make their way back to 
the main lake and set up for their summer haunts. 
     The latter part of the month will see post spawn 
bass start to gang up on deep points, humps and 
ridges. Huge schools are easy to find on my Low-
rance electronics and now the trick is to get them 

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Qualifiers (Continued from Page 7-A)

  Final field qualifica-
tion for both last year 
and this year’s TTBC 
events are based on 
2013-2014 Angler of 
the Year points races. 
The 2014 TTBC field 
is one of the strongest 
to date; field accom-
plishments include a 
combined $64 million 
in career earnings, 234 
tournament victories, 21 
AOY titles and 18 ma-
jor championship wins.
  Keith Combs, the 
only two-time cham-
pion in the history of 
TTBC (2011, 2013), 
will defend his title in 
his home state of Tex-
as. Former champions 
Brian Thrift (2012), 
Brian Snowden (2010), 
Kelly Jordon (2008) 
and Terry Scroggins 
(2007) will also com-
pete. Both Jordon and 
Scroggins qualified as 

sponsor exemptions 
in addition to fan fa-
vorites Mike Iaconelli 
and Gerald Swindle.
  “TTBC is my favor-
ite event of the season! 
Considering how an 
angler has to qualify 
for this event it is the 
strongest field that we 
compete against all 
year,” Combs said. “I 
spent some time this 
past winter familiariz-
ing myself with Lake 
Fork. It will be a late 
spring/early summer 
tournament which 
means a lot of move-
ment, and it will take 
big weights to win.”
Due to the 16-inch to 
24-inch slot limit on 
Lake Fork, there are no 
professional competi-
tions held there, so this 
will be the first time, 
since the 2008 TTBC, 
that professional an-

glers will take to the 
water for a pro competi-
tion. They will compete 
on Lake Fork for three 
days, May 9-11, 2014, 
with the field being re-
duced to the top 10 for 
the final round on Sun-
day, May 11. The tour-
nament will remain a 
non-entry fee event and 
all 50 competing an-
glers will receive guar-
anteed prize money.
Through a contin-
ued partnership with 
the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
(TPWD), TTBC will 
continue its focus on 
conservation efforts 
and adhere to a strict 
catch, weigh and im-
mediate release format.
  The Toyota Texas 
Bass Classic will be 
located on the grounds 
(See Toyota Texasl...
   Continued on Page 21-A)
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork Marina

 &
Diamond Sports Marine

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

May has multiple patterns (Continued from Page 6-A)

Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM • 24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

to bite. Post spawn green fish can be mighty fin-
icky but not impossible to catch. For the trophy 
of a lifetime, start with an M-Pack football jig 
outfitted with a Berkley Chigger Craw trailer and 
probe all the off shore humps that you can find. 
This totally weedless jig will allow you to work 
areas that standard jigs can’t access. A Carolina 
rig will also deliver award winning results with 
most any plastic you desire to chunk. Brush hogs, 
flukes, rattle snakes, ring fries, take your pick. 
Don’t get too caught up in colors and use darker 

hues on cloudy days and more translucent baits 
on sunny days. An unwilling school of large-
mouth may require a smaller offering this time 
of the year so don’t rule out the baby versions of 
the aforementioned baits. I favor the drop shot 
and experiment with the length of the worm to 
find out what they are really wanting at the time. 
     If you are headed out to Lake Fork in May 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would 
love to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have 
a few dates open in May. I also have gift certifi-
cates available if you have friends or loved one’s 
who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. You 
can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at 
skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow me on Face-
book at https://www.facebook.com/LakeFork-
GuideDavidOzio. I run a Skeeter FX with a Ya-
maha 250SHO and would like to thank Skeeter 
for making my office on the lake the best in the 
country. I would also like to thank G-Loomis, 
Shimano and Lowrance for making my job the 
blast that it is. A special shout out to H&W Ma-
rine in Tyler for all their help in keeping me on 
the water seven days a week, no issues. I hope 
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. 
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.” 

Lake Fork guide David Ozio had a good day on 
Lake Fork when he caught this nice 11-pound-
er in April. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo David Ozio 
Lake Fork Guide Service)

10th Annual Legend of Lake Fork (Continued from Page 1-A) 
on Thursday, May 15th 
from 2 p.m. until 10 
p.m., on Friday from 
5 a.m. to 6 a.m. and 4 
p.m. to 9 p.m., and Sat-
urday the same hours 
and on Sunday from 
5 a.m. to 6 a.m. You 
can fish one, two, or 
all three days and still 
have a chance for all the 
prizes. Official fishing 
days for the tournament 
are May 16, 17, and 18, 
fishing hours are from 
6 a.m. to 3 p.m. with 
the first hour weigh-in 
beginning with the 7 
to 8 o’clock hour and 
ending with the 2 to 3 
o’clock hour each day.
  This year we will be 
selling T-shirts at tour-
nament headquarters. 
If you purchase a shirt 
and have it on or with 
you when you win 1st 
place in any hour, you 
will receive an extra 

$100 in cash. Every 
hour of the tourna-
ment is a T-shirt hour.
  New this year in cel-
ebration of our 10th 
Annual, for the first 
angler that brings a 
10-pound even weight 
bass to the scales they 
will win a Kubota 
RTV-X1120 valued at 
$17,178 from our good 
friends at Alba Tractor 
and Pittsburg Tractor.
  All anglers will also 
be able to purchase 
Temple Fork Outfit-
ters rods for only $50.
This offer is while sup-
plies last. As popular 
as these rods are be-
coming they seem to 
go pretty fast, but on 
another note we will 
have a large supply.
  The Chek-It-Stick is 
the official measure-
ment of the tourna-
ment. Bass under the 

slot coming to the 
weigh-in cannot touch 
16” and bass over can 
touch or exceed the 
24” mark. We will be 
giving away 2 Legend 
boats for the heaviest 
over the 24” slot and 
one for the heaviest un-
der 16” and one for the 
early entry draw boat.
  This tournament is fun 
for the entire family. 
Come out and enter or 
just bring the family and 
enjoy the festivities.
  For more informa-
tion see the advertise-
ment on Page 24-A, 
or call me at 903-360-
6994 or email me; fish-
news@lakefork.net. 

Practice Safe
Boating

Fish Friendly
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

• Capacity rating 400 lbs.  web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

Proud Sponsor of the “10th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
•  No more sl ipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer 
fenders with your shoes
• No more worrying about 
loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when 
entering and exiting
• Has a srong and durable 
powder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

Endorsed By:

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most 
bay, center console, & high 
bow pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that 

fits most swing-away 
tongue.

The ESS-3
A 3 step model that fits most 

air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
& pleasure boat trailers.

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 

ESS-3SA model 
on his New 

Legend
211-Alpha.” 

2012 BASSMASTER CLASSIC
CHAMPION ~ CHRIS LANE

Proud Sponsor of “The Wish To Fish Foundation”
Mention This Ad With A Purchase For A Donation  

Help Us To Be The 
Best.... Plan Your Trips 

To Lake Fork With 
“The Fisherman’s 

Guide News” News or 
Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 

or 903-360-6994

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

BassChamps 6th Annual Mega Bass (Continued from Page 1-A)

isville, Texas won the first truck of the day with a 
2.77-pound catch. It was the very next hour that the 
first fish over the slot – and the biggest bass of the 
tournament was weighed in. DeWayne Thomas of 
Ferris, TX caught the largest bass of the day and 
also netted him a 2014 Skeeter ZX200 bass boat!
  “My cousin’s husband had asked me to fish this 
tournament with him,” Thomas said. “Neither of 
us had ever fished a Ford Mega Bass tournament 
before, and he had never been on Lake Fork. We 
fished out of my boat and I was a little familiar 
with the lake.  We wanted to fish a point I had 
caught some fish on before but when we got there, 
someone else was already on it. We fished down 
the shoreline going into the cove, and it wasn’t  
long before the guys that were fishing the point 
started fishing the shoreline behind us. When I 
saw they were completely off the point I circled 

around them and came back to that point. Until 
that time neither of us had gotten a single bite.”
  Dewayne caught his hawg using a Zoom Ol’ 
Monster red shad colored worm Texas rigged, his 
third cast on the point at 8:30 a.m. is when he got 
the bite. “I knew it was a good one right away. She 
came straight out of the water shaking her head. 
We got her to the boat lipped her and measured 
her then headed straight to the scales to weigh her 
in.” She tipped the scales at 9.94-pounds, winning 
the 9 o’clock hour and the second Ford truck to 
be given away. Deciding not to go back out most-
ly because of the weather, it became a long wait 
for them as many anglers continued fishing and 
weighing in their catch to see if it would hold up 
as the heaviest bass to the tournament. Three more 
bass over the 24” mark were brought in, but none 
of them were able to beat their weight. At the end 

of the day, DeWayne was awarded not only the 
Ford F-150, but also a Skeeter ZX200 powered 
by a Yamaha 200 SHO, fitted with the Minn Kota 
/ Humminbird package valued at nearly $70,000. 
“I’m really glad we decided to fish this tourna-
ment! We’ll be back to do it again next year!”
  Seven trucks were awarded during the course 
of the tournament. The other six anglers to take 
home a new truck in order of weights were Ar-
chie Hayley from Mount Vernon, Texas with a 
9.51-pound bass, Richard Carroll from Magnolia, 
Arkansas with a 9.05-pound bass, Gary Jackson 
from Flower Mound, Texas with an 8.38-pound 
bass, Chris Sinkey from Lewisville, Texas with a 
2.77-pound bass, Robert Cooksey from Amity, Ar-
kansas with a 2.62-pound bass, and James Burrow 
from Conway, Arkansas with a 2.57-pound bass. 
  “This just keeps getting bigger and more excit-
ing every year,” stated Bass Champs President 
Chad Potts. “There is no other one day tourna-
ment in the world that has this kind of payback. 
We’d like to thank everyone who came and 
fished with us, and congratulate all of our win-
ners. We have several more opportunities for 
everyone to compete in this year and win big!” 
 BassChamps hosts team events in four regions 
all over the state. The 21st Annual Skeeter Own-
ers Tournament will be held June 14-15, and  
October 18-19, 2014 they will host the 9th  An-
nual Berkley Big Bass Tournament. Both of 
these tournaments will be held on Lake Fork and 
hosted at Lake Fork Marina off Hwy. 17 North.

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Qualifiers (Continued from Page 19-A)

of the Sabine River 
Authority (SRA) just 
east of the Lake Fork 
dam. The Outdoor Ex-
pos, TPWD Adven-
tures Area, Bass Pro 
Shops Kid Zone, and 
the live concerts will 
all take place at SRA.
  The TTBC tournament 
functions are operated 
by the Professional An-
glers Association with 
technical assistance 
and support from the 

Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department’s In-
land Fisheries Division. 
Toyota is the title spon-
sor for the event. Offi-
cial sponsors of TTBC 
are ATX Wheels, 
Bass Pro Shops, Ni-
tro Boats, Geico, Leer 
Truck Caps, Republic 
Services, HOLT CAT, 
Shakespeare Ugly 
Stik, Tellespen, Ya-
maha, Academy Sports 

+ Outdoors, Brook-
shire’s, TLC Radio, 
KYKX 105.7, 104.1 
The Ranch, KMOO 
99.9 and the Coca-Co-
la Company. Tickets 
are currently on sale. 
For more information 
visit www.toyotatex-
asbassclassic.com or 
call 1-866-907-0143.

Practice C.P.R.
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

All New Ranger Aluminum Line
Now In Stock

Pack of Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

match the hatch with sunfish imitating baits 
and you can catch bass all day from their 
spawning areas.  Bulkier baits that match 
sunfish’s squatty shape are normally best.  
Spruce these lures up with bright bluegill 
colors like orange, chartreuse, and purple 
and you’ll have a great panfish imposter.  
3/8 oz MPack jigs in pumpkin pepper/green 
or black/brown/amber colors with Hyper 
Freak trailers in Bama bug or watermel-

on candy/red work great.  Just add a little 
chartreuse and orange highlight with a dye 
marker and you’ll be in business if you pitch 
these to grass and wood cover around sun-
fish beds.  Try both hopping and swimming 
retrieves and let the bass tell you what they 
like best.  If the wind blows or if it is over-
cast, I’ll cover a lot of water in these areas 
with fat bodied shallow running crankbaits 
with wide wobbles.  Again, the BDS and LC 

series Lucky Crafts 
work great for this 
too.  I throw these 
on Dobyns’ 705CB/
Glass medium heavy 
fiberglass rod with 
20 lb fluoro, as 
you’re around big 
fish in heavy cover 
most of the time.  
The Dobyns rod is 

exceptionally lightweight for a fiberglass 
pole, yet it still has a slow action that allows 
bass to fully engulf your crankbait and stay 
hooked up during the fight.  In addition, the 
finesse spit of topwaters like the Magic Pop-
per in bluegill colors attract big bass around 
the beds, even on sunny and calm days.  If 
you’re around bream beds, you can fish 
topwaters all day and catch lots of big bass 
doing it, a favorite of many Fork anglers.
  Late spring and early summer is the bass’ 
equivalent to an all you can eat seafood buf-
fet and they’re starving hungry.  Bring some 
yummy bluegill and shad looking baits and 
you’ll likely find a lot of hungry patrons.  For 
more fish catching tips, check out my website 
www.LakeForkGuideTrips.com, or follow 
me at www.facebook.com/tomredingtonfish-
ing and www.twitter.com/Tom_Redington.  
  Tom Redington is a FLW Tour pro, host 
of TV’s “Big Bass Battle” & a bass guide 
on Lake Fork.  To make the most of 
your experience in the outdoors, he rec-
ommends the Boy Scouts of America, 
Lake Fork Trophy Lures, Dobyns Rods, 
Ranger Boats, Mercury Outboards, Dia-
mond Sports Marine, Lucky Craft, Costa 
Sunglasses, Lowrance, & Power Poles.   

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

Friday-Sunday

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

WILL BE CLOSED 5/27-6/4

See Us on Facebook

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Lake Country Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

Telebanking (877) 240-9761

Welcome All Legend of 
Lake Fork Anglers

And Visitors
To Lake Fork

www.wcnbquitman.com
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    “Bassin’ With Bubba 
Guide  Services”

Lake Fork
“The Big Bass 

Capital of Texas”
Individual * Group 

Corporate 
Instructional 

& Beginner Trips 
Welcome 

903-383-7748 or 903-360-6994

www.bassinwithbubba.com NOW BOOKING!!!
The spawn on Lakes

Monticello and Welsh
LAKE FORK
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Since Bubba Started Bass Fishing, Bubbette Thinks He Has A New Air About him!
By: Don Hampton
 
  Bubbette isn’t exactly sure when Bubba 
went from a catfish, crappie, and bream fish-
erman to a devoted full-time bass fisherman, 
but she can tell you Bubba stinks at both! 
  This doesn’t mean that he is bad at the sport 
or that he doesn’t bathe before fishing, it just 
means he smells like he’s been fishing. Just 
like the saying you are what you eat, Bub-
bette believes he smells for what he fishes!
  When Bubba fished for catfish, crappie, and 
bream that wasn’t so bad. At least then all he 
smelled like when he came in the house was fish. 
Bubbette didn’t mind this because then she had 
plenty of fish in the freezer for her fish fries she 
loves so much. After he had cleaned the fish, put 
them in the freezer, bathed and the clothes were 
in the washer the smell of his excursion was 
gone. One of Bubba’s bass fishing trips brings 
back an odor that is indescribable, has a ten-
dency to linger and is even harder to wash out.
  Bubba read an article, (most likely written 
by one of the companies that makes one of his 
many scents, sprays, oils, and dyes he applies 
to his plastics), that said there is an enzyme cre-
ated in the human body that is secreted through 
the pores that repels bass. Knowing Bubba as 
I do, I’m quite sure he had to study that story 
and look up some of the words in the diction-
ary before he grasped the true meaning. Once 
he did understand it he accepted it as “The 

Gospel According to Bass Angling”!  Now 
no piece of plastic he throws, whether weight-
less, wacky, Carolina, Texas, or Florida rigged, 
hits the water without being sprayed, dyed, 
oiled, or slicked with something really smelly.
  Knowing how Bubba has to 
have stuff, he has them all!
He has enough dyes in his boat he could create 
a rainbow on a piece of plastic. He could make 
a piece of driftwood smell like a crawfish. He 
can even make a crawfish smell like a shad and 
on top of all of this, every one of his rods smells 
like garlic bread served in an Italian restaurant.
  When Bubba walks through the door after 
one of his bass fishing trips or especially af-
ter a tournament, Bubbette swears he wears 
what he fishes! She pretty much has it pin-
pointed what he smells like when he walks 
in. She says, “He smells like an Italian craw-
fish boil in a Chinese fish market!” I’ve nev-
er smelled that, but I have had a whiff or two 
of Bubba after his fishing trips and I would 
have to agree with Bubbette’s description.
  “Not only has his smell changed,” said Bub-
bette, “but he has changed. When he is fishing 
for the freezer he’ll wear whatever he finds first, 
like an old T-shirt, old shorts, cut-offs, or jeans, 
but when he bass fishes, he has special attire!” 
She went on to add, “His shirts have all got 
embroidery on them and he has to have all his 
patches reflecting his conquests sewed on them 
and he leaves that part to me. If I don’t have his 

newest one sewed on before a tournament he 
says I jinxed him. There was a time when he 
wouldn’t go in public wearing anything that had 
a patch on it! Now I can’t get him out of them! 
Literally! Bubba even has to have cargo shorts 
and pants that match his shirts. Can the bass 
see all of this and does it make them want to be 
caught by a well dressed smelly fisherman?”
  Well Bubbette, the answer to your question 
is probably “Blowing in the Wind”, and that 
is the best place for Bubba’s attire to air out! 
Don’t be too hard on Bubba there are a lot of 
bass anglers out there that are the same way.
  Bubba isn’t that unique or different and 
he’ll probably never be a “Legend”, but I 
will bet he owns one and has clothes and 
stuff that match his UT colors! Because ev-
eryone knows that, “Bubba Needs Stuff!” 

Emory, 886 E. Lennon, Hwy 69
888-473-1222  903-473-1222
c21lakecountry@verizon.net

Quitman, 306 S. Main
800-254-7541  903-763-2216

c21lcr@peoplescom.net

Alba/Lake Fork, 5200 FM 515
888-413-5200  903-474-2031

c21lake@verizon.net

century21lakecountryrealty.com
Judy Stroman, Broker     903-850-5082

WOW! WHAT A BEAUTY! Enjoy a luxurious lifestyle here . . . in-ground 
swimming pool, boathouse with lift and fishing area, golf tee off mound, 
detached guest quarters that could be used for a business, den with full 
bath upstairs above garage, ceramic tile floors throughout living areas, 
carpet in bedrooms, sub-zero frig, walk-in pantry, breakfast bar, blonde 
wood, wet bar, office at front, open and split floor plan, master bedroom 
at back with walk-in closet, jetted tub and shower stall, half bath outside 
at patio/pool area, fenced backyard, super great views, fruit tree orchard, 
almond and berry trees, no restrictions! $389,500

GET READY FOR SOME GREAT FISHING! Great area of Lake 
Fork, excellent boathouse w/lift and fishing pier. Good water depth, 
great view. Very comfortable home, good floor plan. Open living, 
kitchen, breakfast bar and room, all w/ fantastic views of Lake Fork. 
Beautiful columned tiled entry, gorgeous custom kitchen, granite coun-
ters, large master opens to patio and hot tub. Master bath with jetted 
tub an separate shower. Office area off kitchen/garage and access to 
master bath. Sit on your covered patio and enjoy morning coffee and 
view. Two-car garage and two-carport. There is a scenic bridge across 
the back. $309,000

PRETTY WATERFRONT SETTING on Lake Holbrook. 
Extremely nice, clean 3 bedroom, 2 bath waterfront home. 
Large living/dining and kitchen area with kitchen bar. 
Beautiful trees, screened porch, deck overlooking the lake, 
storage building and fishing pier. This home is a great place 
to come, relax for the weekend or perfect for a permanent 
home. Come take a look at this great place on the water. 
Everything is ready for you to move right in and start 
enjoying. Priced at $154,900.

EXTRA NICE LAKE FORK WATERFRONT home in small subdivision 
of approx. 21 houses. Home has large entry, living area, formal dining, 
heated & cooled sun room. Nice kitchen, breakfast bar, utility room with 
pantry. Master bedroom has large walk-in closet. This home is still like 
new, very well maintained. There is a workshop area just off the carport. 
Detached workshop in back yard. Irrigation/sprinkler system is from the 
lake. Boathouse has lift and small storage area.. Subdivision has its own 
boat ramp that is fully useable. Pretty area of Lake Fork, lots of trees, 
dogwoods. $259,000

BEAUTIFUL SETTING on 2.72 acres, This 3BR 2BA, with 
2360 sf of living space has 2 living areas, separate office, 
large utility room, open kitchen, dining and living area, wood 
burning fireplace, plus a large sunroom to take advantage 
of the gorgeous treed property.  Also there is a shop/storage 
building. Near Lake Fork, this property gives you the op-
portunity to live within 2 miles of a public boat ramp and 
fishing, but not have to pay the waterfront price.  $139,000.

Lake Fork Waterfront Acreage. Over 50 acres, 
25.9 deeded and approximately 25 acres leaseback. 
This is really good waterfront property with lots of 
shoreline. Rare find on Lake Fork. Perfect for RV 
park, private get-away, subdivision, development. 
Priced at $450,000

GREAT OPPORTUNITY to own a Marina on Lake Fork. 
This property has it all: 27-room recently refurbished mo-
tel, convenience store, cafe, tackle store, boat ramp, boat 
slips, swimming pool, 50+ site RV park with full hoop ups. 
Property has its own sewage treatment plant. There is 2 
acres deeded with lots of leaseback, plenty of parking and 
room for expansion. Great area to hold tournaments, plus 
it’s the first full service marina coming in from the Dallas 
metroplex. Reduced to $525,000

RESTAURANT, SMOKEHOUSE ON LAKE FORK. Seats approxi-
mately 84 with plenty of parking. The property sits on 2.7 acres with 
leaseback and old boat ramp to Lake Fork. This location has lots 
of potential. Nicely decorated in rustic décor. Fully equipped, clean 
kitchen, walk-in coolers, freezers, 2-smokers. Commercial septic, 
fully approved. Great location on Hwy 154, approximately 3500 
cars per day travel this road. Located right on Lake Fork where 
there are many tournaments, weekend and holiday fishermen. . Area 
has a large retirement community. This is a great opportunity. just 
walk-in and start serving. $135,000 

LAKE LYDIA WITH EXCELLENT BOAT HOUSE AND 
SHOP. Home is 1800 sf with 3 BR 2 Bath, concrete drive, 
2-car garage, carport and a 30x30 insulated metal shop 
with overhead door and half bath. Recently redone with 
oak cabinets, solid surface counters, stainless appliances, 
marble back splash and new flooring throughout. Lake 
Lydia is one of Wood Counties best kept secrets, approx. 
80 acre private lake with a lake manager onsite. Enjoy 
your own boathouse with fishing decks.  $179,000.

We have too many properties for sale to show here. To view these and ALL MLS 
PROPERTY LISTINGS, go to: www.century21lakecountryrealty.com

“Lake Fork’s Leading 

Real Estate Agency”

Pending

SOLD
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Dewayne Thomas from Ferris, Texas topped 1,623 anglers when he 
brought this 9.94-lb. bass to the weigh-in during the 6th Annual Mega 
Bass Tournament held on Lake Fork on April 6th winning him a 2014 
Ford truck, a Skeeter ZX200 powered by a Yamaha 200 SHO, MinnKo-
ta trolling motor and Humminbird electronics.

BassChamps 6th Annual Mega Bass
By Don Hampton

  With the largest pay-
out for a one-day big 
bass tournament, Bass-
Champs hosted the 6th 
Annual Ford Mega Bass 
Tournament on Lake 
Fork April 6, 2014. 
1,643 anglers, repre-
senting thirteen states, 
competed for seven 
new Ford F-150 trucks 
given away and the 
hourly cash pay-outs. 
  Anglers competed for 

eight hours on Lake 
Fork with seven of 
those hours being big 
pay-out hours with the 
top fifteen bass each 
hour being rewarded 
cash and prizes. The 
biggest bass each hour 
took home a new 2014 
Ford F-150 truck! Lake 
Fork being a slot lake, 
only bass 16” or less or 
24” or more are legal to 
be brought to the scales. 
All bass between 16” 
and 24” must be im-

mediately released 
back into the lake! 
This broke more than 
a few anglers hearts 
when an 8 or 9-pound 
bass didn’t quite reach 
the 24” mark. A few 
that measured wrong 
and thought they had 
the winning fish for a 
new truck just got to 
set in a truck with a 
TPWD Game Warden. 
  Chris Sinkey of Lew-
(See BassChamps...
     Continued on Page 4-A)

By Don Hampton

  Anglers if you missed 
the chance to get in on 
the early entry into the 
“10th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass 
Tournament”, you still 
have a chance to win 
one of the Legend boats 

to be given away and 
a chance to get in on 
the hourly pay-backs!
  Once again this is 
“The Legend of Lake 
Fork Big Bass Tour-
nament”, named for 
Lake Fork being such 
a legendary big bass 
lake. It is not an own-

ers’ tournament. All 
boats, makes, and 
models are welcome 
to come and compete.  
  We will be set up and 
taking entries at Lake 
Fork Marina, the tour-
nament headquarters, 

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Qualifiers Announced for 2014

(See 10th Annual...
     Continued on Page 5-A)

(Fifty of the World’s Best Anglers are Coming to Lake Fork)
  The Toyota Texas Bass 
Classic (TTBC), the 
World Championship 
of Professional Bass 
Fishing, brings the best 
set of qualified anglers 
to Lake Fork, May 
9-11. The three-day 
tournament combines 
the Top 15 in Angler of 
the Year (AOY) points 

from all three major 
tournaments including 
the Walmart FLW Tour, 
Bassmaster Elite Se-
ries and the PAA Tour-
nament Series. Daily 
tournament weigh-ins, 
outdoor expos and 
country music concerts 
will add to the daily ex-
citement of this event.

  “We’re extremely ex-
cited to have the most 
outstanding anglers in 
the world competing in 
the 2014 Toyota Texas 
Bass Classic. This tour-
nament can truly say 
that we have the best 
of the best competing 
(See Toyota Texasl...
     Continued on Page 7-A)


