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Blake Eppinette from West Monroe, Louisiana caught the second TPWD 
Toyota ShareLunker of the season fishing Lake Fork on 12/27/13. His 
lunker weighed 13.6-pounds, measured 25.825” and had a girth of 21.5”.

Lake Fork: Year End Review and What To Look Forward To!

When fishing warm water lakes, especially Monticello and Welsh, an-
glers should always be cautious of the fog banks. You may have clear 
visibility one moment and go around a point facing a wall of fog so thick 
you can’t see the front of your boat. This is when a GPS with previous 
marked trails could be a life saver!

By Don Hampton

    In 2013, Lake Fork once again demonstrated 
just why it is known as the ‘Big Bass Capital of 
Texas’. In the course of the 2012/2013 TPWD 
Toyota ShareLunker season there were twelve en-
tries into the program out of all the lakes in our 
great state. Four of those were caught on Lake 
Fork and three of the heaviest for the season were 
caught on this great reservoir. Gary Sims from 

Gunter, Texas started it off by catching a hawg 
weighing 15.02-pounds on 12/12/12. Richard 
Schibek from Granbury, Texas caught the heavi-
est of the season weighing 16.04-pounds which 
also won him the honor of TPWD Angler of the 
Year. One of our locals, Mark Hall from Winns-
boro, Texas caught a lunker on 2/19/13 weighing 
13.11-pounds and that was followed by Donald 
DeVille from Ville Platte, Louisiana on 3/20/13 
when he caught one weighing 14,06-pounds.

  The TPWD Toyota ShareLunker Season begins on 
October 1st and runs thru April 30th of each year. 
Thus far ending 2013 Lake Fork is living up to its 
reputation and has two early entries. On 11/21/13 
Stephen Proctor from Pryor, Oklahoma caught a 
hawg weighing 13.29-pounds and on 12/26/13 
Blake Eppinette from West Monroe, Louisiana 
caught a lunker weighing 13.6-pounds. Blake was 
fishing in 30-feet of water using a Buckeye Mojo jig 

(See Lake Fork....Continued on Page 4-A)
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Emory, 886 E. Lennon, Hwy 69
888-473-1222  903-473-1222
c21lakecountry@verizon.net

Quitman, 306 S. Main
800-254-7541  903-763-2216

c21lcr@peoplescom.net

Alba/Lake Fork, 5200 FM 515
888-413-5200  903-474-2031

c21lake@verizon.net

century21lakecountryrealty.com
Judy Stroman, Broker     903-850-5082

BEAUTIFUL LAKE FORK HOME without the waterfront 
price. Home is not waterfront but includes a waterfront 
leaseback with 86 ft of lake frontage. Can build pier or boat 
dock for personal use. Impeccably maintained home sits on 
shady,  treed lot. 3BR 2BA 1832 sf with plenty of upgrades. 
12x29 storage , plus EZ GO electric golf cart. Across from 
Land’s End Golf Club. $199,000.

NEW HOME ON 5.1 ACRES. Barely lived in for 6 months. Beautiful custom 
work, approximately 12 ft. ceilings in living & dining. Formal dining area 
has wood floors, living area has tile with stone fireplace. Open kitchen/
living area with breakfast bar and breakfast room. Kitchen has granite 
counters, tile backsplash, beautiful cabinetry, stainless appliances. Large 
master bedroom with laminate wood floors, tray ceiling. Master bath has 
double lavatories, separate tub and shower, large walk-in closet. On op-
posite of home are 2 bedrooms with laminate floors, separated by bath. 
2-car garage and sprinkler system. Sitting on 5.1 acres, there is room for 
a small man-made pond. Property is on a county-maintained road. A nice, 
new place in the country. $224,000

5 ACRES WITH SMALL HOME. Some beauti-
ful acreage on this property. Home is older and 
has original hardwood floors that are in good 
shape. Two bedrooms, one bath, good-sized liv-
ing area, kitchen and small eating area. Utility 
room is in separate outside. There is a small 
3-car carport. There is an easement road into 
the property and the 5 acres will have to be 
surveyed out of a larger tract. $42,000

AFFORDABLE LAKE FORK WATERFRFONT HOME has 
great lake views from screened porch that spans across the 
back of home. Features include large living room with wood 
burning stove, Berber carpet, triple pane windows and large 
bedrooms. Property has fruit trees and lots of mature shade 
trees. It also has 2 workshops to store all equipment. Public 
boat ramp across the road at Rainswood Marina. $154,900.

BEAUTIFUL SETTING on 2.72 acres, This 3BR 2BA, with 
2360 sf of living space has 2 living areas, separate office, 
large utility room, open kitchen, dining and living area, wood 
burning fireplace, plus a large sunroom to take advantage 
of the gorgeous treed property.  Also there is a shop/storage 
building. Near Lake Fork, this property gives you the op-
portunity to live within 2 miles of a public boat ramp and 
fishing, but not have to pay the waterfront price.  $149,000.

Lake Fork Waterfront Acreage. Over 50 acres, 
25.9 deeded and approximately 25 acres leaseback. 
This is really good waterfront property with lots of 
shoreline. Rare find on Lake Fork. Perfect for RV 
park, private get-away, subdivision, development. 
Priced at $450,000

GREAT OPPORTUNITY to own a Marina on Lake Fork. 
This property has it all: 27-room recently refurbished mo-
tel, convenience store, cafe, tackle store, boat ramp, boat 
slips, swimming pool, 50+ site RV park with full hoop ups. 
Property has its own sewage treatment plant. There is 2 
acres deeded with lots of leaseback, plenty of parking and 
room for expansion. Great area to hold tournaments, plus 
it’s the first full service marina coming in from the Dallas 
metroplex. Asking only $625,000

RESTAURANT, SMOKEHOUSE ON LAKE FORK. Seats approxi-
mately 84 with plenty of parking. The property sits on 2.7 acres with 
leaseback and old boat ramp to Lake Fork. This location has lots 
of potential. Nicely decorated in rustic décor. Fully equipped, clean 
kitchen, walk-in coolers, freezers, 2-smokers. Commercial septic, 
fully approved. Great location on Hwy 154, approximately 3500 
cars per day travel this road. Located right on Lake Fork where 
there are many tournaments, weekend and holiday fishermen. . Area 
has a large retirement community. This is a great opportunity. just 
walk-in and start serving. $145,000 

LAKE FORK WATERFRONT built for entertaining 
with an inside hot-tub, concrete patio, screened porch. 
This 3 bedroom, 2 bath log home is  a perfect lake home 
getaway. Set back in the woods, nicely landscaped, small 
pond in front, 2-car attached garage, concrete parking 
area. Private boat dock and neighborhood boat ramp. 
There is a loft with with inside circle stairway and an 
outside entry. Reduced $249,900.

We have too many properties for sale to show here. To view these and ALL MLS 
PROPERTY LISTINGS, go to: www.century21lakecountryrealty.com

“Lake Fork’s Leading 

Real Estate Agency”

  Sold

Bubba’s shortcuts may have him eating coldcuts and maybe for a while!
By: Don Hampton

  When it comes to getting a job 
done, Bubba doesn’t fool around.
  Bubbette has remarked on several occa-
sions that Bubba can accomplish more in 
one day than most men can in a week. Hav-
ing worked alongside Bubba on several oc-
casions I believe this whole-heartedly.
  This isn’t because Bubba is such a fast worker. 
It is simply because he believes every moment 
working unnecessarily is time lost on the lake 
fishing. With this in his mind at all times he has 
developed shortcuts to expedite all his chores.
  When I say Bubba has shortcuts for his chores, 
I do not mean he does things like letting the 
trash pile up before taking it out so he’ll only 
have to make one trip. No, Bubbette would not 
allow him to go to these measures. If the trash 
gets near the top of the container, it had better 
be out of the house. If not Bubba’s boat won’t 
be floating and he’ll be in the doghouse. (I’ve 
seen him there on this point and it is not pretty.) 
He does have four outside trashcans he lets get 
full before taking to solid waste management, 
(the dump). This is one of Bubba’s little short-
cuts he can get away with. He has even con-
vinced Bubbette it is time management and 
conserves on gas. I can see the logic in that!
  Most all of Bubba’s shortcuts have logic to them. 
For instance mowing the lawn, Bubba bought 
the widest cutting riding lawnmower he could 

find. He also keeps the blades sharpened so they 
will cut well at high speeds. His chainsaw has 
the highest rpm’s, and the longest bar and chain 
it can handle. This is so he doesn’t have to make 
more than one cut when taking something down. 
When Bubba has to paint anything, he has the 
widest paintbrushes and rollers money can buy.
  Bubba has come up with one shortcut though that 
is requiring more thought on his part than usual. 
It is not making Bubbette a happy camper either.
  Living in the country and having a vir-
tual forest for a yard, Bubba is confronted 
with a leaf problem each year. Each year in 
December or January Bubba declares war 
on the fallen leaves. (Of course he does 
wait until almost the last one has fallen.) 
  He has the right tools for the job. His leaf blow-
er could propel a 30’ sailboat and his rakes have 
a 24” span, but this isn’t enough for Bubba. He 
has tried everything to make this annual chore 
as simple as it could be. He has tried mulching, 
mowing, and even tried waiting it out hoping 
a wind storm would come up and blow them 
in the neighbor’s yard. None of these meth-
ods pleased Bubba for simplicity sake though.
  This leaf-war season Bubba came up with an 
all new plan. He would rake all of the leaves 
toward the back of his property, rake them away 
from his dogwoods and other trees and just burn 
them. This brainstorm of Bubba’s might have 
worked if not for Mother Nature’s rainstorms.

  Not to be swayed in his determination to bring 
this task to an end Bubba put on his thinking cap. 
He concluded that if he could create a consistent 
hot flame, the leaves would burn. (Again we 
have logic.) Bubba went to his utility shed to get 
his diesel he kept for just such occasions only to 
find that he was out. He considered the gasoline 
for his over-sized riding lawnmower but soon 
discarded that thought. Bubba learned about 
playing with gasoline when he was a small child.
  It was then that Bubba had a brainstorm that 
would have him eating cold sandwiches that 
night. With no diesel, cooking grease would work. 
Bubba knew where Bubbette had two gallons of 
used strained fish grease and if that didn’t get the 
fire going, the pantry had some peanut oil in it.
  Bubba then commenced to burn some leaves 
and to an extent his plan worked but it had 
two major flaws. One, every time Bubba 
would start a new fire the smell of the cook-
ing grease would make him hungry and he’d 
have to stop for a snack or two, Bubbette had 
planned on using that grease to fry some cat-
fish and hushpuppies for supper that night.
  The first flaw Bubba could deal with by ap-
plying one of his shortcuts and carrying 
a sandwich in his pocket, but the second 
flaw in his plan had him eating that sand-
wich while sitting in the doghouse that night.
  Bubba learned an important lesson here, 
you don’t mess with Bubbette’s stuff either.       
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

All New Ranger Aluminum Line
Now In Stock

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

APPOINTMENT ONLY
Dec. 16 Thru Feb 2014

CALL FOR
APPOINTMENT

Call 903-383-7686
24 HOURS A DAY

FOR HOURS OF OPERATION
& LIVE BAIT AVAILABILITY

PROPANE
BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED

WATERDOGS
COMING 

LIVE BAIT & FROZEN 

BLACK SALTY’S 
For Big Bass & Catfish                
Minnows for Crappie 

LAKE FORK COUNTRY STORE
HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497

IN BUSINESS OVER 27 YEARS SAME LOCATION
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

Bottom transitions: Hard bottoms are consistent 
bass producing locations, especially in lakes with 
lots of soft, muddy bottoms.  In this case, gravel, 
rock or shell beds hold big schools.  In lakes with 
lots of rock and hard bottom, transitions from one 
type to another (such as gravel to clay or chunk 
rock to ledge rock) are bass magnets.  The best 
spots aren’t noticeable by looking at the shore, lest 
everyone will know the transition exists.  These 
transitions are easy to spot when the lake is down, 

so make mental notes of where they are located 
for when the water comes back up to normal.  
Again, new sonar advances make finding these 
spots a lot easier.  Use your StructureScan to find 
changes in bottom hardness (harder bottoms ap-
pear brighter and thicker, often producing a sec-
ond bottom return or “double echo”), and you can 
actually see what size rocks are on the bottom 
in the side view.  Having trouble setting up your 
graph and reading the Down and Side sonar?  If so, 

check out my instruc-
tional videos: http://
www.youtube.com/
user/LakeForkBassPro   
Vast grass mats: Many 
anglers quickly find 
the areas of a lake that 
have grass.  However, 
submerged aquatic 
vegetation like hydril-
la, milfoil, cabbage, 
and coontail grows ir-
regularly and changes 
vastly from one year 
to the next.  In large 
flats, grass beds can 
grow for dozens of 
acres, often making it 
feel like looking for a 

bigmouthed needle in 
an Everest-sized hay-
stack.  Most anglers 
fish a small stretch of 
the grass by wandering 
aimlessly, shrug their 
shoulders, and move 
on.  It takes a lot of ef-
fort and skill to stay 
on the raggedy outside 
grass edge, often a high 
percentage area.  If the 
fish are actually up in 
the middle of the grass 
flat, it can take hours of 
fishing to stumble on a 
good school through all 
the dead water.  In this 
case, the grass bed is 
obvious, but finding the 
hidden jackpots takes 
a lot more persistence 
than most will invest.      
  The next time you’re 
struggling to catch fish, 
keep in mind that you 
might have an “obvi-
ous” problem.  For 
more fish catching tips, 

check out my website 
www.LakeForkGuide-
Trips.com, or follow 
me at www.facebook.
com/tomredingtonfish-
ing and www.twitter.
com/Tom_Redington  .  
  Tom Redington is a 
FLW Tour pro, host of 
TV’s “Big Bass Battle” 
& a bass guide on Lake 
Fork.  To make the most 
of your experience in 
the outdoors, he recom-
mends the Boy Scouts 
of America, Lake Fork 
Trophy Lures, Dobyns 
Rods, Ranger Boats, 
Mercury Outboards, 
Diamond Sports Ma-
rine, Lucky Craft, Cos-
ta Sunglasses, Low-
rance, & Power Poles.   
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Lake Fork: Year End Review and What To Look Forward To!(Continued from Page 1-A)

2006 F-150 King Ranch Edition
Great Dependable All Around 

Transportation. Automatic stick shift, 
power brakes & steering, leather inte-
rior, electric and heated seats, electric 
windows with tint shields, tow pack-
age, New Michelin Tires, Sun Roof 

Well maintained & Serviced.
Reduced $6900  

Call Don at 903-383-7748 
or 903-360-6994

For Sale By Owner

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

• Capacity rating 400 lbs.  web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

Proud Sponsor of the “10th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
•  No more sl ipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer 
fenders with your shoes
• No more worrying about 
loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when 
entering and exiting
• Has a srong and durable 
powder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

Endorsed By:

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most 
bay, center console, & high 
bow pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that 

fits most swing-away 
tongue.

The ESS-3
A 3 step model that fits most 

air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
& pleasure boat trailers.

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 

ESS-3SA model 
on his New 

Legend
211-Alpha.” 

2012 BASSMASTER CLASSIC
CHAMPION ~ CHRIS LANE

Stop by and visit us at the Texas Tackle, Hunting, & Fishing Show
Mesquite Rodeo Arena Jan. 10th ~ 12th Booth #20

with a pocket craw trailer when he hooked into his 
lunker. His was lunker #550 to be entered into the 
program and the 255th to be caught on Lake Fork.
  Lake Fork also had a lot of other historical catches 
in 2013. During the 5th Annual Dodge Mega Ram 
Tournament put on by Bass Champs in April, two 
teenage boys won in the hourly and drove home a 
new dodge truck. On April 6, 2014 Bass Champs 
will be hosting their 6th Annual Tournament, but 
this one will be the Ford Mega Bass Tournament 
and there will be a Ford truck given away each hour. 
This is the richest one day big bass tournament.
  The “9th  Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big 
Bass Tournament” that was held in May showed 
an-glers love Lake Fork and fishing in May is 
great. During the course of the tournament 1,123 
anglers representing 19 states and two countries 
came to participate. During the course of the 
tournament 23 over the slot bass were brought 

to the weigh-in. A 3-pound even won the Legend 
199-Alpha for the heaviest bass under the slot. 
Seven places per hour are paid in this tournament 
and the two heaviest over the slot win a Legend 
boat, the heaviest under 16” wins a Legend boat 
and one Legend boat is given away in a drawing 
from the early entries received before April 30th. 
Keep in mind this tournament is open to all makes 
and models of boats. It is not a Legend Owners 
Tournament... it is “The Legend of Lake Fork”, 
our legendary lake. The “10th Annual Legend of 
Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament” is going to be 
bigger and better for the anglers. Alba Tractor has 
come on as a sponsor and for the first angler to 
catch a 10-pound even bass, they will be taking 
home a Kubota RTV-X1120 valued at $17,178. 
The tournament will be held May 16, 17, 18, 2014 
at Lake Fork Marina with registration and sign 
in starting on Thursday, May 15th. This tourna-

ment also benefits “The Wish to Fish Founda-
tion”, so you will also be fishing for a good cause 
along with the good pay-outs, prizes and fun.
  Anglers can also look forward to the “Hook n’ 
Cook” sand bass tournament in July hosted by Tex-
as Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork and Fishermans 
One Stop, Sealy Outdoor’s Big Bass Splash in Sep-
tember and the Berkley Tournament in October.
  If you are looking for a tournament to fish on Lake 
Fork, check out our tourament page in the B-Sec-
tion for the listings or watch for the advertisements.
  If you are looking to catch a ShareLunker, 
you have until April 30th to complete your 
task. Judging from the statistics and num-
bers, believe me, Lake Fork is your best bet.
  See you on the lake or at the boat shows. 
Have a great New Year, Fish Friendly, and 
practice C.P.R. (Catch, Photo, Release)

Help Us To Be The 
Best.... Plan Your Trips 

To Lake Fork With 
“The Fisherman’s 

Guide News” News or 
Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 

or 903-360-6994

--Caught in the Act-
- A Brooks County 
game warden and a 
Kleberg County game 
warden returned to a 
large ranch in south-
ern Brooks County to 
locate a group of dove 
hunters the wardens be-
lieved to be in violation 
of the law. The wardens 
eventually found the 
hunters and observed 
them from the brush as 
they enjoyed their dove 
hunt past legal shooting 
time and with plenty of 
bird action. The war-
dens rushed in soon 
after and were running 
over chicken scratch to 
get to them. Once con-
tact was made and ev-
erything was checked 
out, multiple citations 
were issued, includ-
ing: baiting migratory 
birds; hunting with 
unplugged shotgun, 
no hunting licenses, 
hunter education; and 
waste of game of a ja-
velina. Cases pending.
--Work in Progress-- 
Bexar County game 
wardens were asked 
to assist Terrell Coun-
ty game wardens on a 

hunting without land-
owner’s consent case 
involving two aoudad 
rams that were taken 
by four suspects caught 
on a game camera and 
the subsequent post-
ing of their illegal hunt 
on Facebook. Terrell 
County arrest war-
rants were issued, and 
to date, three suspects 
have been arrested in 
Bexar County and a 
search warrant of one 

of the suspect’s resi-
dence yielded an aou-
dad ram skull. Bexar 
County game wardens 
are continuing to 
search for the fourth 
suspect in the case.
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Sponsored by: Ranger Boats, Ranger Trail Trailers, Mercury, International Precious Metals, Minn Kota Troll-
ing Motors & Chargers, Berkley, ABU Garcia, Humminbird Electronics, Talon Lures & shallow water anchor, 
Lake Caster, All Star Rods, Hambys Beach Bumpers, Mustad Hooks, Affordable Tungsten, Diamond Sports 
Marine, Oakley Sunglasses. 

Fishing Fork Since 1982

JOHN TANNER'S
LAKE FORK

GUIDE SERVICE
 www.lakeforkbassguide.com

1-903-569-7451
E-mail:

      tanner@lakeforkbassguide.com

(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts

Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 
Plenty of Parking  

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork Marina

 &
Diamond Sports Marine

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

Public Comment Sought on Adding Counties to Rules Requiring Draining Water from Vessels
  In the state’s ongoing effort to combat the 
spread of invasive zebra mussels, the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Commission has approved 
for public comment a proposal to add 30 coun-
ties in North and Central Texas to the recently 
implemented rules requiring that all boats op-
erating on public water be drained after use.
  Additional counties being considered for ves-
sel draining requirements are: Archer, Bastrop, 
Bell, Bosque, Burnet, Clay, Comal, Coman-
che, Coryell, Eastland, Ellis, Erath, Falls, Fay-
ette, Freestone, Hamilton, Hays, Henderson 
(west of Hwy 19), Hill, Johnson, Leon, Lime-
stone, Llano, McLennan, Navarro, Robertson, 
Somervell, Travis, Wichita, and Williamson.
  The water draining regulations were imple-
mented December 10 and are in effect on all 
public waters in Collin, Cooke, Dallas, Denton, 
Fannin, Grayson, Hood, Jack, Kaufman, Mon-
tague, Palo Pinto, Parker, Rockwall, Stephens, 
Tarrant, Wise, and Young counties. These 
same regulations are also in place on an emer-
gency basis in Belton and Coryell counties.
  The current rules require that persons leav-
ing or approaching public water in the af-
fected counties drain all water from their ves-
sels and on-board receptacles. This applies to 
all types and sizes of boats whether powered 

or not, personal watercraft, sailboats, or any 
other vessel used to travel on public waters.
  Applicable in all areas where boats can be 
launched, the regulation requires the drain-
ing of live wells, bilges, motors, and any 
other receptacles or water-intake systems 
coming into contact with public waters.
  Under the current rules, live fish can-
not be transported in water that comes from 
the water body where they were caught 
and personally caught live bait can be used 
only in the water body where it was caught.
The department is proposing to modify rules 
that affect participants in fishing tournaments 
that hold off-site weigh-ins. The proposed 
changes would allow anglers participating 
in a fishing tournament confined to one wa-
ter body to transport live fish in water from 
that single water body to an identified weigh-
in location, provided all water is drained be-
fore leaving that location. Anglers would be 
required to possess documentation provided 
by tournament organizers that would iden-
tify them as participants in a tournament.
  Movement from one access point to an-
other on the same lake during the same 
day does not require draining and there 
is an exception for governmental activi-

ties and emergencies. Marine sanitary sys-
tems are not covered by the new regulations.
  Anglers are allowed to transport and use com-
mercially purchased live bait in water provided 
they have a receipt that identifies the source of 
the bait. Any live bait purchased from a loca-
tion on or adjacent to a public water body that is 
transported in water from that water body could 
only be used as bait on that same water body.
  The public may comment on the pro-
posed rules online at http://tpwd.texas.
gov/business/feedback/public_comment/
proposals/201401_water_draining.phtml.
  Comment may also be made in writing to 
Ken Kurzawski, TPWD Inland Fisheries, 4200 
Smith School Rd., Austin, TX 78744, by email 
at ken.kurzawski@tpwd.texas.gov, or in per-
son at any of the following two public hearings.
All meetings are set to begin at 7:00 pm.
--Tuesday, January 7 in Austin at TPWD 
Headquarters, Commissioners Hear-
ing Room, 4200 Smith School Rd..
--Thursday, January 9 in Waco at the McLen-
nan County Courthouse, Commissioners’ 
Courtroom - 1st Floor, 501 Washington Ave..
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Commis-
sion is expected to take action on the pro-
posed change at its November 7 meeting.

TPWD Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 15-A)

and shots fired west of Maydelle. Recognizing the 
vehicle description, the warden found the vehicle, 
which was still in the area. After a brief inter-
view of the two subjects in the vehicle, individu-
als the warden had previously filed on twice each 
for hunting violations, they admitted to shooting 
at a hog from the county road. Cases pending.
--Hunting in the Wrong Place-- A game warden 
from Dallam and Hartley counties and a Lub-
bock County game warden lieutenant received a 
call opening morning of pronghorn season about 
a hunter who shot pronghorn on their property in 

eastern Dallam County. After a short investiga-
tion, the hunter was located hunting two miles 
north of the property he had permission to hunt on. 
The pronghorn was seized and charges were filed.
--Trouble with the Swerve-- A Hunt County 
game warden was patrolling for night hunters 
around midnight near a deer breeding facility 
when he saw a vehicle stop on the highway not 
far from him. The warden investigated further and 
saw the vehicle turn down a dirt road and begin 
driving along the high fence belonging to a ranch. 
He continued to follow the vehicle and saw that 

it was being driven all 
over the roadway. A 
traffic stop was made 
and the warden found 
that the driver was in-
toxicated. He was un-
able to complete any 
sobriety exercises. At 
the jail, the driver blew 
a .175 on the Intoxi-
lyzer. Case pending.
--Oh deer…-- After 
receiving several calls 
from dispatch about 
“peppering” from dove 
hunters, a Gillespie 

County game warden met with the hunters, one of 
whom led him to his residence where his hunting 
license was stored. While checking the license, 
the warden noticed a cage in the man’s backyard 
with a fawn inside. The man said he found the 
fawn “abandoned” on the side of the road and 
brought it home a few months back. Case pending.
--Underage and Under the Influence-- While 
patrolling for dove hunting violations, two Starr 
County game wardens saw a pickup truck leav-
ing a ranch with two unrestrained juveniles rid-
ing in the bed. After contact was made, one of the 
wardens saw two open alcoholic containers in the 
cab of the truck, and detracted a strong odor of an 
alcoholic beverage. After interviewing the driver 
and performing standardized field sobriety tests, 
the driver was placed under arrest for DWI with a 
child passenger under 15 years old (state jail fel-
ony) and was transported to the Starr County Jail.
--Hidden in Plain Sight-- After spending the 
morning checking fishermen on the Coleto Creek 
Resevoir, two Goliad County game wardens were 
headed to the field to check dove hunters in the 
area. The wardens found a newer model crew cab 
truck stashed suspiciously in the brush. A check of 
the vehicle identification number showed the truck 
to be stolen out of Houston. The case was turned 
over to the Goliad County Sheriff’s Department.

(Continued on  Next Page)



Page 6-A                                 “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                          January

     Lake Fork 
              Resort

Located 1/2 Mile South of 
Hwy 515 on Hwy. 17 On Lake Fork

Call Today For Your Reservations
27 Motel Rooms  •  RV Park • Swimming Pool 

Cafe • Fishing Pier • Boat Ramp
• Boat Slips • Store • Guide Services

BOOK YOUR ROOMS TODAY!  AND...DON'T FOR-
GET OUR GREAT HOME COOKING, FEATURING 

"ANY TIME BREAKFAST", OUR JUICY HOME-
STYLE BURGERS, HOME-MADE FRENCH FRIES 

AND OUR OUTSTANDING CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 
IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

(903) 765-2987 or 1-800-230-4367 
e-mail: reservations@lakeforkresort.com 
5004 North F.M. 17 • Alba, Tx. 75410Answers on Page 21-A
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Reel In His Heart, Not With A 
Bass But With A Touch of Class!

 14kt Yellow Gold Bass           10kt Yellow Gold Duck           10kt Yellow Gold Elk

14kt Yellow Gold Reel           14kt Yellow Gold Buck              14kt Yellow Gold
                                                                                                       Boat  Propeller

10kt Yellow Gold 
GolfBag Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold 
Walleye  Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold Water 
Ski Pendant           

We Pay Cash For Scrap Gold & Silver

INSTANT
CASH

INSTANT
CASH

North Texas Gold and Silver Exchange
Located in Diamonds-N-Designs

"Professional Jewelry and Watch Repair!"
1402 Mockingbird Lane, Ste. 7 • Sulphur Springs, Texas

903-885-1118
Shop On Line:  

www.diamonds-n-designs.com

Financing Available 
With Approved Credit!

January Bassin’ “Crankin It Up”

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Lake Country Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

Telebanking (877) 240-9761

Welcome All Anglers
And Visitors
To Lake Fork

Happy new year!!!

www.wcnbquitman.com

By John Tanner

  Happy New Year from the big bass capital! The 
New Year brings a lot of things into our lives. I 
am very thankful for last year’s blessings. God 
has been so gracious to us. I look forward to 
this year and what it will bring. I look forward 
to some New Year bassin. I am ready to crank it 
up literally. This time of year you can catch some 
big mama bass cranking the miles of weed lines 
Lake Fork has to offer. With the lake levels be-
ing low the grass lines will hold a ton of fish and 
if it stays dry and the lake gets lower more and 
more fish will set up on the outer grass edges.
  There are a lot of baits you can crank the grass 
with. Top choices in my Ranger Boat are lipless 
crank baits, chatter baits, shallow crank baits and 

also Talon Spinner baits. On the lipless crank 
baits and shallow runners, good colors are…
red, orange and sexy shad colors. You might 
even throw a fire tiger in the mix. On the chat-
ter baits and spinner baits, white and chartreuse 
are great color choices. The jig bite can be good 
as well so have some half ounce Talon Football 
Head jigs on hand. These jigs work good on the 
edge of the hydrilla. Tip them with a Berkley 3” 
or 4” Chigger Craw and you will be in business.
  Now this time of year some really big fish pull up 
and winter in the grass beds so be ready with some 
big line. I like to use 20 pound test Berkley Trilene 
100% fluorocarbon line on my ABU Garcia Revo 
reels and ABU Garcia Vendetta Rods. This stuff 
is awesome and will handle the big mamas.
  While cranking the grass, roll your baits over the 
top and also down the edges of the weeds mak-
ing contact with the grass and pulling it free as 
you make a steady retrieve with your lure. This 
technique will make for some big time strikes and 
sometimes they will stop it like a freight train! On 
the football jig,  pitch it on the edges of the grass 
hopping it a few times as soon as it hits the bot-
tom. The bass will bust it on the fall. This bite 
is fun and will produce some big uns! It can be 
chilly while fishing in January but those fish will 
be lying up in the grass getting some sun and eat-

ing well. You probably won’t catch the numbers 
of fish you would say in the summer but the aver-
age size you catch this time of year will be impres-
sive. So, that being said, hook up and come down 
to Lake Fork and get in on the action. There are a 
lot of really big bass caught in January every year.
  If you would like to book a guided trip 
here on Lake Fork, call us at 903-569-7451 
or e-mail us at jtan-ner811@gmail.com.  
  For more info on fishing Lake Fork with us check us 

out on the web at www.
lakeforkbassguide.com 
or www.tannerout-
doors.com. God Bless 
you and good fish-
ing. Read John 3:16. 
  John Tanner is a pro-
fessional resident fish-
ing guide on Lake 
Fork. He has been fish-
ing Lake Fork since 
1982. John is profes-
sionally sponsored by 
Ranger Boats, Ranger 
Trail Trailers, Mer-
cury, International Pre-
cious Metals, Minn 
Kota Trolling Motors, 
Lowrance Electronics, 
Navionics, Berkley, 
ABU Garcia, All Star 
Rods, Tru Tungsten, 
Hambys Beach Bum-
pers, Mustad Hooks, 
Talon Lures, BTS Line 
and Lure, Diamond 
Sports Marine and 
Oakley Sunglasses.

Fish Friendly

Off-Duty Game Warden Shot While Hunting
 An off-duty Texas 
game warden was 
shot Sunday evening, 
Dec. 29th while bow 
hunting on Cooper 
Wildlife Management 
Area in Delta County.
Listed in stable condi-
tion in intensive care 
at Dallas’s Parkland 
Hospital Monday, Dec. 
30th, is Game War-
den Chris Fried, 31, 
of Cooper, Texas. He 
was transferred to the 
hospital from Hopkins 
County Memorial Hos-
pital in Sulphur Springs 
late Sunday. The war-
den suffered a gunshot 
wound to the upper 
right arm, with the bul-
let lodging in his chest.
  Fried was wounded 
between 6:30 and 7 
p.m. He was able to use 
his cell phone to call for 
help. A TPWD wildlife 
biologist reached him 

first, did what he could 
to help him, and then 
went for additional help.
  The 14,160-acre 
WMA is open for ar-
chery-only whitetail 
deer hunting by li-
censed hunters with a 
Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department Annual 
Public Hunting Permit.
  The incident is being 
investigated by Texas 
Parks and Wildlife De-
partment Internal Af-
fairs and game wardens 
assigned to the Depart-
ment’s Criminal In-
vestigation Division as 
well as the Delta Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and 
the Texas Rangers. A 
game warden forensics 
team was on the scene 
Monday to gather data 
which can be used to re-
construct what occurred.
  Fried is based in 
Delta County and has 

been a game war-
den since June 2009.
 Publisher’s Note:
From all of us here 
at “The Fisherman’s 
Guide News”, “Leg-
end of Lake Fork Big 
Bass Tournament” 
and Texas Trails 
Bassmasters of Lake 
Fork”, we wish you 
a very speedy recov-
ery and for you to 
know that you and 
your family are in our 
prayers...
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Tom Redington
    Lake Fork Guide

www.lakeforkguidetrips.com
214-683-9572 

* Swimming Pool/Hot Tub
* Business Center
* Fitness Center
* Jacuzzi Rooms
* Boat Parking
* Guest Laundry
* Free High
   Speed Internet
* 32” Flat Screen TV 
    All Rooms

www.BestWestern.com

MINEOLA INN
903-569-5331
Fax: 903-569-5388

Free Hot Breakfast
Boat Hook-ups

* Microwave & Refrigerator Every Room

100 Debby Lane
 (Hwy 69)

15 Minutes From Lake Fork Boat Ramps
Family Atmosphere While Fishing!!

Crappie
Trips

Hotel • Marina • RV Park
Tackle Store (Great Selection)

Managed by John Goergen
Annual RV Sites  on Mustang Creek 

Now Available!
Hosting a tournament on Lake Fork?
Check Out Our Excellent Facilities!

Fully Stocked Tackle Store
Selection of Two (2) Protected Boat Ramps

195 PR 5551 * Alba, Texas 75410

(Just Off FM 17 and CR 1550)
903-765-2385

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

“Pack  of Knowledge”  Not so obvious

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Owners: John & JoAnne Heimgartner

2014
Best Wishes To All For A

Happy & Healthy New Year
From All Of Us At 

Fishermans One Stop

(See Pack of Knowledge...
                                   Continued on Page 22-A) 

By Tom Redington

  Boat docks, lily pads, and laydown trees all hold a 
lot of fish.  Problem is, everyone on the lake knows 
it and those places get peppered by baits.  In the 
past, offshore structure like points and creek chan-
nel bends were the best way to avoid the crowds; 
however, these days even a novice can turn on his 
Lowrance and drive right to previously hidden 
deep water hideouts.  Obvious spots produce bass 
when the crowds are light.  On weekends or during 
a tournament, you can bet that if a spot looks good 

to you, it looks good to a lot of others too.  As a re-
sult, fish in easily recognizable places get a lot of 
pressure and often stop biting…if you’re even able 
to get on the spot amongst a crowd of other boats.  
  The holy grail of bass fishing, especially for 
tournament success or regular lunker catches, 
is finding something that most anglers over-
look.  As more anglers become proficient with 
new sonar and mapping technology, finding the 
unexploited becomes increasing difficult, yet 
the payoff is worth the hassle.  Following are a 
few ideas on where to start your treasure hunt:    
Barren Spots on the Map: Does that big main lake 
point with a channel swing on the side of it look 
good to you?  Yeah, the last 3000 guys on the lake 
thought so too.  At the FLW Tour on Chickamauga 
this past summer, everyone knew it would be won 
on deep structure and it was going to fish small 
with big crowds on key spots.  I went into practice 
and pretty much eliminated any spot that looked 
remotely fishy on my map.  Instead, I spent hours 
graphing around large expanses of seemingly flat, 
featureless bottoms.  In most cases, the maps were 
correct.  However, over the course of 3 days, I 
found some fish holding spots in the middle of 
nowhere.  While most of the field was fighting 
over the good looking areas, I had 3 key spots all 
to myself and rode them to an 8th place finish…
by fishing the worst looking water in the lake.  

Micro structure & cover: You don’t need a 200’ 
long point or a 10’ channel drop off to hold bass.  
Subtle contour changes or small pieces of cover 
regularly hold a school of fish, or at least a quick 
keeper.  Today’s graphs are an awesome search 
tool for this.  On plane, I’m always keeping one 
eye on my Lowrance sonar screen, looking for 
any subtle humps, ditches or drops not marked on 
my map.  Some of my all-time best fishing spots 
are humps that slowly rise less than 3’ in nearly 
30’ of water, or 1’ deep ditches running through 8’ 
flats.  If I see one, it’s very easy to mark a quick 
waypoint and come back to investigate further.  
When I’m off plane, StructureScan clearly shows 
isolated rock piles, fallen trees, sunken boats, iso-
lated grass clumps and tons of other cover that few 
others find.  Often, you can make 5 or 6 casts to 
one of these spots and catch an active fish or two.   
The “wrong water”: In the spring, you’ll find al-
most every boat beating the bank.  In the sum-
mer on legendary structure lakes, all the boats 
will be out on the ledges.  When creeks get 
big runoff and turn muddy, most anglers flee 
the area.  Whatever the time of year, not all of 
the bass are in the same area doing the same 
thing.  Go against the grain, figure out the fish, 
and you’ll have virgin water the entire trip.

Boat Show Season Is Upon Us: Better Than ICAST in July!
By Don Hampton

  Beginning in January of each year, boat manu-
facturers, marine dealers, tackle companies and 
sporting good distributors gear up to show their 
new products at tackle and boat shows across 
the nation. The audiences that attend these tackle 
and boat shows are sportsmen and women con-
cerned with the products that add more enjoy-
ment to their recreational and sporting times.
  Catering to an attentive audience at the right time 
of the year is the key to success for these shows. 
With spring just around the corner anglers and 
sportsmen start to prepare for their weekends and 
time on the lakes and reservoirs, whether it be a 
family outing, planning their tournament schedule 
or just a weekend of good fishing with their buddies.
  Sportsmen attending the shows can learn fishing 
techniques from the pros, see new merchandise 
being introduced into the market, or find that boat 
of their dreams. With all the booths and exhibits 
set up targeting the angler, time just slips away.
  In many cases anglers and sportsmen at-
tend these shows to plan their yearly va-
cation, fishing trips or sport outings.
  At most boat or tackle shows one will find lakes, 

reservoirs, and vacation spots with booths attempt-
ing to promote and bring more revenue to their area.
  Kicking off boat show season is the busiest 
time for “The Fisherman’s Guide News” and we 
are glad to see it come. With help from friends, 
guides, marina owners, Chamber of Commerce, 
Lake Fork Sportsman Association, and in some 
cases family, we try to reach as many avid an-
glers and tourists as possible. Coming up in the 
New Year you can find our publication at the 
Houston Boat Show, Temple/Belton Boat Show, 
Austin Boat Show, Ft. Worth Boat Show, Okla-
homa City Boat Show, Longview Boat & RV 
Show, and the new Mesquite Boat & Tackle 
Show. Also look for us at Tulsa Boat & Tackle 
Show, St. Louis Boat & Sport Show, and India-
napolis Boat Show, and at Bassmaster Classic in 
Louisiana in February and March is just as busy.   
    Each year guides from Lake Fork also travel all 
over the nation not only promoting themselves and 
their sponsors, but also Lake Fork as the premier 
big bass trophy lake. At the boat and tackle shows, 
the guides are also called upon to give fishing semi-
nars. In each case while instructing and informing, 
the guides conduct themselves with a profession-
alism that is an additional credit to Lake Fork.

  If you are planning a trip to a boat or tackle 
show, be sure to take the children. This is the 
perfect time to introduce them to the love of fish-
ing. At each show there is a Kid Fish program.
  Each year numerous boat and tackle shows 
are scheduled in all areas of the United States. 
If you would like to attend one, the trip is well 
worth your time, with enjoyment provided for 
the entire family. You might even find a copy 
of “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can 
Use” there, making you feel right at home.
  If you are a guide, marina owner, or business 
owner and you are going to a Boat, Tackle, Out-
door Show and would like to have copies of 
“The Fisherman’s Guide News” to pass out in 
your booth or if you would like more exposure 
to your business and advertise with us, call me at 
903-360-6994 or email; fishnews@lakefork.net
  Now you can read all the past issues of “The 
Fisherman’s Guide News” on line to help you 
plan your next trip to Lake Fork. Visit us at: www.
fishguidenews.com. 

Fish Friendly Practice C.P.R.



Boat Shows and Hook Setting
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

By Terri Moon

  Once again I say it’s 
hard to believe the year 
is over. Another awe-
some year of fishing 
we’ve had here on Lake 
Fork. We  really lucked 
out weather wise in De-
cember…50-60 degree 
days…it just doesn’t get 
much better than that. 
  I know January will 
bring cooler weather 
with not as many fish-
able days. So, it’s 
time to check out all 
the boat and tackle 
shows in your area. 
  The growth of the 
crappie fishing industry 
over the past few years 
is just amazing! The 
tackle, the electronics 
and even the boats are 
finally putting the crap-
pie fishermen in mind. 
  Just a few years ago 
almost all of us were 
in 14 to 16 feet boats. 
Most without any type 
of electronics, some 
didn’t even have troll-
ing motors. Now we are 
in longer, wider, deeper, 
safer, made for rough 
water boats. Even the 
saltwater center con-
sole boats are making 
their way into the crap-
pie market. In these 
boats, the larger live 
wells and the open floor 
plans, the latest in elec-

tronics and trolling motors, are all becom-
ing a part of the crappie fishing world. 
  Probably the fastest growing change I’ve seen 
is the amount of “four stroke” motors showing 
up among us crappie fishermen. Aren’t they awe-
some? My Yamaha 115 “Four Stroke” has made a 
huge difference in my fishing (because of all the 
money I save in gas, it practically pays for itself), 
and they are so quiet. If you’re thinking about a 
change, be sure and check out the Yamaha “Four 
Strokes” at your local boat and tackle show. Also 
while you’re there, look at the boats that are avail-
able and give the dealers suggestions that would 
make their boat a “better” crappie fishing rig.
 Good job Skeeter for getting in-
volved in the crappie fishing world! 
  Next while you’re there, when it comes to 
electronics there’s only one word “LOW-
RANCE”. Be sure and check them out.
  If you fish a lot or a little, be sure you see 
the latest MinnKota trolling motors avail-
able. It is amazing what these things can do! 
  With the way the temperatures have been on 
Fork recently the crappie are starting to bunch 
up. We have been catching them in 25 to 35 feet 
of water down on the main lake points and humps. 
  Bright colors have been working this month … 
chartreuse w/blue tail, red w/blue tail, and powder 
blue w/red tail. Lake Fork Marina will have all the 
latest in crappie fishing baits, plus a whole lot more! 
  It’s been a year of great memories and I can’t 
wait to see what the New Year brings! All the 
best to you and your families. God Bless You!



Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773
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Richards' Stump Grinding
Stump Removal Below Surface

Residential and Farm ~ Large or Small Jobs

Free Estimates
(903) 629-7765 Winnsboro, Texas

Cellular 903-629-5231
David Richards

Rainbow Trout Coming to Tyler’s Nature Center
  The East Texas Woods and Waters Foundation 
(ETWWF) and the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) will host two special fish-
ing events in January 2014. Two thousand rain-
bow trout will be stocked into The Nature Cen-
ter pond in Tyler, Texas to provide a free fishing 
opportunity for area youth and their adult fish-
ing mentors. Event dates are January 4 and 11, 
2014, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., rain or shine.
  Adult mentors should bring all equipment and bait 
necessary for fishing (see recommended equip-
ment below). A limited amount of fishing equip-
ment (and bait) will be on hand for those who can-
not bring their own on a first-come--first-served 
basis. Adult mentors do not need to be experienced 
anglers. TPWD staff will be on hand to assist.
“Anglers will have the choice of releasing their 
catch or keeping up to a limit of five fish per 
person to take home,” said Craig Bonds, East 
Texas Regional Fisheries Director. “We also 
have fish-cleaning facilities courtesy of the 
East Texas Woods and Waters Foundation, and 
we will offer fish-cleaning demonstrations.”

  If you are a mom, dad, neighbor, grandpar-
ent, big brother, big sister, etc., and know kids 
who want to go fishing, this is a chance to make 
some great memories and introduce a young-
ster to the wonderful sport of fishing. Adults 
who attend these events must bring at least 
one child and mentor them while fishing. So 
round up your little fishing buddy and bring 
them out to The Nature Center for a great time!
--Recommended Equipment: A light-action rod 
and reel combination (one per child) with small 
fishing hooks, light line 12 lb. test or less, small 
bobbers (optional), and small split shot. For bait, 
bring salmon eggs, whole kernel corn, marshmal-
lows, small worms, or prepared trout bait (Berkley 
PowerBait Hatchery Formula Chews or similar). 
Small rooster-tail spinners work well. If you intend 
to keep trout, please bring a stringer or small cooler.
--Special Rules: Fishing will be allowed only 
on Saturday, January 4, and Saturday, Janu-
ary 11, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Youth must 
be supervised at all times by their adult men-
tors. Parking will be allowed in designated ar-

eas only. Only rainbow trout (five per day) and 
channel catfish (one per day) may be kept by 
youth anglers only. No fishing license is re-
quired for youth or their adult mentors. Free to 
all participants. Pre-registration is not required.
--Sponsorship: These special events are made 
possible by the members of the East Tex-
as Woods and Waters Foundation and staff 
of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.
--Other Activities: The Nature Center in Tyler 
has a series of outdoor hiking trails that may also 
be of interest to visitors. We invite you to ex-
plore these trails and also enjoy a day of fishing!
--How to Get Here: From ESE Loop 323 in Ty-
ler, go southeast on University Blvd. (Spur 248). 
Take a right turn on F.M. 848 (Bascom Rd.). 
Go 0.2 mile and turn right at The Nature Center 
gate. Please park in main parking area and walk 
to pond using the concrete trail near the kiosk.
--Got Questions? Contact Mr. Craig Bonds, 
East Texas Regional Fisheries Direc-
tor, (903) 566-1615, ext. 202, or Dr. Rich-
ard Ott, Fisheries Biologist, (903) 566-2161.

Harlan Rogers from Quitman, Texas was fish-
ing Lake Fork on 12/17/13 when he caught this 
nice bass weighing 8.25-pounds. Caught • Pho-
to • Released (Courtesy Photo)

Todd Lee was fishing Lake Fork  with guide 
John Tanner when he caught this nice bass. 
C.P.R. Weight not available.

 

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

TERRI MOON

"Sure was great to spend the holidays 
with my mom & dad ~ Bob & Nova 

Carleton of Leesville, MO., and the rest 
of the clan!"
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203
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Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

Fish Friendly
Practice Safe

Boating

Public Comment Sought on Use of Toxic Substances to Collect Nongame Wildlife
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is pro-
posing an amendment to the Parks and Wildlife 
Code that would make it illegal to use noxious 
or toxic substances to disturb or collect nongame 
wildlife as well as prohibiting the possession of 
nongame wildlife collected using these substances.
  The technique, often used to collect rattlesnakes, 
is commonly referred to as “gassing.” Persons 
engaged in structural or agricultural pest con-
trol activities would be exempted from the rule.
Using noxious or toxic substances such as gasoline 
or ammonia to force wildlife from burrows, dens, 
and other places of concealment has come under in-
creasing scientific scrutiny as questions arise con-
cerning negative ecological impacts to associated 
ecosystems, populations, and non-target species.
  If the amendment is approved by the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Commission, Texas would 
become the 30th state in which the practice is 
partially or completely prohibited, including the 
four states sharing a border with Texas -- Arkan-
sas, Louisiana, New Mexico, and Oklahoma.
  Six meetings to allow for public input on this 
proposed amendment have been set for January:
--Jan. 7: 7p.m. at Fort Worth Nature Center and 
Refuge, 9601 Fossil Ridge Road, Fort Worth.
--Jan. 8: 7p.m. at Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department Regional State Parks Of-

fice, 14200 Garrett Road, Houston.
--Jan. 13: 7 p.m. at Lion’s Field Adult and Senior 
Citizen Center, 2809 Broadway, San Antonio.
--Jan. 17: 10a.m. at The Center, Texas State Technical 
College, 300 Homer K. Taylor Drive, Sweetwater.
--Jan. 23: 9 a.m. at Texas Parks and Wildlife Com-
mission Meeting, 4200 Smith School Road, Austin.
  Public meetings will also be held in San Anto-
nio and Taylor. Dates, times, and locations for 
those meetings will be posted online at www.
tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/wildlife_di-
versity/meetings as they become available.
  Comments regarding the proposed amendment 
may also be made online at www.tpwd.state.
tx.us/business/feedback/public_comment/ or 
submitted to Andy Gluesenkamp, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith School 
Road, Austin, Texas 78744; (512) 389-8722; 
email: andy.gluesenkamp@tpwd.texas.gov.
  Current literature supports the conclusion that 
the use of noxious substances to collect or ha-
rass nongame wildlife negatively affects not only 
those animals that are being pursued, but other 
animals that co-inhabit or subsequently use a 
treated refuge. For instance, researchers investi-
gating the effects of one-time “gassing” on gopher 
tortoise burrows (under variable exposure intensi-
ties and durations) demonstrated that the practice 

resulted in significant mortality in four species 
of snake and one species of mammal. Labora-
tory experiments conducted on seven species of 
snakes, lizards, and toads in 1989 determined that 
a 30-minute vapor exposure produced a “dramatic 
and obvious” effect on the test subjects and re-
sulted in a range of outcomes from short-term 
impairment to death. Other studies have shown 
a strong correlation between exposure to petro-
leum products and mortality in various species.
  In addition, use of noxious chemicals to flush 
or capture wildlife is a demonstrable threat to 
species that use karst environments as habi-
tat, which is of particular importance in Texas. 
Karst environments are typically created by the 
long-term chemical action of water on calcare-
ous rocks such as limestone, which creates sink-
holes, caverns, and other features that then be-
come habitat for highly specialized aquatic and 
terrestrial organisms. Many of these species are 
extremely rare and several are currently consid-
ered threatened or endangered. Karst ecosys-
tems and the species they host, by their nature, 
are fragile and especially sensitive to pollutants.
  In addition to prohibition on the use of gasoline, 
or any other stupefying, noxious or toxic chemical 
or substance to take, harry, flush, or dislodge non-

(See Public Comment...Continued on Page 14-A)

(See Game Warden...
Continued on Page 20-A)

TPWD Game Warden Field Notes
  The following items are 
compiled from recent 
Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department law 
enforcement reports.
--Fishing in the Dark 
-- Two game wardens 
received information-
including the time and 
place, that a Mexican 
commercial fisher-
man would be out on 
Lake Falcon picking 
up gill net. When the 
war-dens checked the 
lake at the reported 
time, they saw a ves-
sel without navigation 
lights operating in the 
dark. They moved in 
for a closer look, made 
contact with the vessel, 
and found a fisherman 
pulling in the last sec-
tion of gill net. He was 
placed in custody for 
no com-mercial fishing 
license and possession 
of illegal fishing device 
(1,980 feet of gillnet).

--Not so Squeaky 
Clean-- Two San Au-
gustine County game 
wardens received in-
formation about pos-
sible road hunting -- in-
cluding the description 
of a vehicle seen leav-
ing the area shortly after 
the shots. The wardens 
searched the area and 
on a nearby dirt road 
discovered deer tracks 
on the road. Following 
the tracks, the wardens 
found a fresh blood-
stained scene. Taking 
into account the total-
ity of the circumstance 
and the wardens knowl-
edge of local poachers, 
they hastily went to a 
residence less than two 
miles away. Upon ar-
rival, the wardens saw 
a vehicle matching the 
description from the 
scene. The back of the 
truck looked as if it was 
freshly washed, but 

the cleaning was not 
good enough to hide 
fresh blood and hair 
that was still notice-
able. The wardens were 
given permission from 
the property owner to 
search the freezer and 
refrigerator inside the 
residence. Inside the 
refrigerator was a bag 
of still warm deer meat. 
The wardens located 
the suspects and con-
fessions were obtained
--Corny Excuse-- 
While patrolling the 
Trinity River during 
the opening day of teal 
season, Trinity County 
game wardens heard 
several shotgun shots 
coming from the other 
side of a hill covered 
in goat weed. The war-
dens walked in and 
found two dove hunt-
ers. The hunters were 
very surprised and im-
mediately began walk-

ing towards the war-
dens. When asked for 
hunting licenses, the 
hunters were extreme-
ly nervous and had a 
hard time removing 
their licenses from the 
pouches. The wardens 
asked the hunters why 
they were so nervous 
and if there was any-
thing they needed to 
know about. The hunt-
ers replied no and said 
the last time they were 
checked in this coun-
ty they were hunting 
ducks with lead shot 
and received citations. 
While the hunters were 
speaking to a warden 
separately, the other 
warden began search-
ing the area by the 
hunters’ folding chairs. 
The warden found corn 
on the ground in the 
area where they were 
hunting. The hunters 
denied knowing any-

thing about the corn. 
Citations for hunting 
over bait were issued.
--Sleepy Hollow-like- 
Two Van Zandt County 
game wardens received 
a tip about three indi-
viduals who had killed 
two large whitetailed 
bucks, still in velvet, 
at night with a spot-
light. After interview-
ing the subjects, the 
wardens found out the 
two bucks were shot 
at night with a .22 rifle 
and their heads had 
been removed. Numer-
ous cases against those 
involved are pending.
--Plan B-- While pa-
trolling Lake Fork dur-
ing early teal season, 
two Van Zandt County 
game wardens saw 
two boats with hunters 
shooting shore birds. 
Unable to make con-
tact with the groups 
in the water, the war-

dens notified a Wood 
County game warden 
who was in the area 
in his Go-Devil boat. 
However, the Wood 
County warden’s boat 
had developed me-
chanical problems 
earlier that morning, 
so he improvised and 
created another plan. 
After finding a will-
ing duck hunter with a 
mud motor who gladly 
volunteered to take him 
to the group, multiple 
shore birds and one 
hen wood duck were 
recovered, and mul-
tiple cases were filed.
--Two-fer-- A Chero-
kee County game war-
den responded to a call 
regarding spotlighting 
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Public Comment Sought on Use of Toxic Substances to Collect Nongame Wildlife (Continued from Page 10-A)

game wildlife, the proposed amendment would 
also prohibit any person from knowingly possess-
ing wildlife that was captured as a result of the use 
of gasoline or another stupefying, noxious, or tox-
ic chemical or substance. The department’s rea-
soning is that if a specimen of nongame wildlife 
was collected by use of an unlawful method, no 
person who knows that the specimen was unlaw-

fully collected should be permitted to possess it.
  The proposed amendment also would create an 
exception for pesticides being used in accordance 
with labeling instructions by persons licensed un-
der certain provisions of the Occupations Code or 
the Agriculture Code. The department has deter-
mined that the rules should not apply to persons 
licensed to conduct structural or agricultural pest 

control activities. The Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Commission is expected to take action on the 
proposed amendment at its January 23 meeting.
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Public Comment Sought on Use of Toxic Substances to Collect Nongame Wildlife (Continued from Page 10-A)

game wildlife, the proposed amendment would 
also prohibit any person from knowingly possess-
ing wildlife that was captured as a result of the use 
of gasoline or another stupefying, noxious, or tox-
ic chemical or substance. The department’s rea-
soning is that if a specimen of nongame wildlife 
was collected by use of an unlawful method, no 
person who knows that the specimen was unlaw-

fully collected should be permitted to possess it.
  The proposed amendment also would create an 
exception for pesticides being used in accordance 
with labeling instructions by persons licensed un-
der certain provisions of the Occupations Code or 
the Agriculture Code. The department has deter-
mined that the rules should not apply to persons 
licensed to conduct structural or agricultural pest 

control activities. The Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Commission is expected to take action on the 
proposed amendment at its January 23 meeting.
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Public Comment Sought on Use of Toxic Substances to Collect Nongame Wildlife
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is pro-
posing an amendment to the Parks and Wildlife 
Code that would make it illegal to use noxious 
or toxic substances to disturb or collect nongame 
wildlife as well as prohibiting the possession of 
nongame wildlife collected using these substances.
  The technique, often used to collect rattlesnakes, 
is commonly referred to as “gassing.” Persons 
engaged in structural or agricultural pest con-
trol activities would be exempted from the rule.
Using noxious or toxic substances such as gasoline 
or ammonia to force wildlife from burrows, dens, 
and other places of concealment has come under in-
creasing scientific scrutiny as questions arise con-
cerning negative ecological impacts to associated 
ecosystems, populations, and non-target species.
  If the amendment is approved by the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Commission, Texas would 
become the 30th state in which the practice is 
partially or completely prohibited, including the 
four states sharing a border with Texas -- Arkan-
sas, Louisiana, New Mexico, and Oklahoma.
  Six meetings to allow for public input on this 
proposed amendment have been set for January:
--Jan. 7: 7p.m. at Fort Worth Nature Center and 
Refuge, 9601 Fossil Ridge Road, Fort Worth.
--Jan. 8: 7p.m. at Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department Regional State Parks Of-

fice, 14200 Garrett Road, Houston.
--Jan. 13: 7 p.m. at Lion’s Field Adult and Senior 
Citizen Center, 2809 Broadway, San Antonio.
--Jan. 17: 10a.m. at The Center, Texas State Technical 
College, 300 Homer K. Taylor Drive, Sweetwater.
--Jan. 23: 9 a.m. at Texas Parks and Wildlife Com-
mission Meeting, 4200 Smith School Road, Austin.
  Public meetings will also be held in San Anto-
nio and Taylor. Dates, times, and locations for 
those meetings will be posted online at www.
tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/wildlife_di-
versity/meetings as they become available.
  Comments regarding the proposed amendment 
may also be made online at www.tpwd.state.
tx.us/business/feedback/public_comment/ or 
submitted to Andy Gluesenkamp, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith School 
Road, Austin, Texas 78744; (512) 389-8722; 
email: andy.gluesenkamp@tpwd.texas.gov.
  Current literature supports the conclusion that 
the use of noxious substances to collect or ha-
rass nongame wildlife negatively affects not only 
those animals that are being pursued, but other 
animals that co-inhabit or subsequently use a 
treated refuge. For instance, researchers investi-
gating the effects of one-time “gassing” on gopher 
tortoise burrows (under variable exposure intensi-
ties and durations) demonstrated that the practice 

resulted in significant mortality in four species 
of snake and one species of mammal. Labora-
tory experiments conducted on seven species of 
snakes, lizards, and toads in 1989 determined that 
a 30-minute vapor exposure produced a “dramatic 
and obvious” effect on the test subjects and re-
sulted in a range of outcomes from short-term 
impairment to death. Other studies have shown 
a strong correlation between exposure to petro-
leum products and mortality in various species.
  In addition, use of noxious chemicals to flush 
or capture wildlife is a demonstrable threat to 
species that use karst environments as habi-
tat, which is of particular importance in Texas. 
Karst environments are typically created by the 
long-term chemical action of water on calcare-
ous rocks such as limestone, which creates sink-
holes, caverns, and other features that then be-
come habitat for highly specialized aquatic and 
terrestrial organisms. Many of these species are 
extremely rare and several are currently consid-
ered threatened or endangered. Karst ecosys-
tems and the species they host, by their nature, 
are fragile and especially sensitive to pollutants.
  In addition to prohibition on the use of gasoline, 
or any other stupefying, noxious or toxic chemical 
or substance to take, harry, flush, or dislodge non-

(See Public Comment...Continued on Page 14-A)

(See Game Warden...
Continued on Page 20-A)

TPWD Game Warden Field Notes
  The following items are 
compiled from recent 
Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department law 
enforcement reports.
--Fishing in the Dark 
-- Two game wardens 
received information-
including the time and 
place, that a Mexican 
commercial fisher-
man would be out on 
Lake Falcon picking 
up gill net. When the 
war-dens checked the 
lake at the reported 
time, they saw a ves-
sel without navigation 
lights operating in the 
dark. They moved in 
for a closer look, made 
contact with the vessel, 
and found a fisherman 
pulling in the last sec-
tion of gill net. He was 
placed in custody for 
no com-mercial fishing 
license and possession 
of illegal fishing device 
(1,980 feet of gillnet).

--Not so Squeaky 
Clean-- Two San Au-
gustine County game 
wardens received in-
formation about pos-
sible road hunting -- in-
cluding the description 
of a vehicle seen leav-
ing the area shortly after 
the shots. The wardens 
searched the area and 
on a nearby dirt road 
discovered deer tracks 
on the road. Following 
the tracks, the wardens 
found a fresh blood-
stained scene. Taking 
into account the total-
ity of the circumstance 
and the wardens knowl-
edge of local poachers, 
they hastily went to a 
residence less than two 
miles away. Upon ar-
rival, the wardens saw 
a vehicle matching the 
description from the 
scene. The back of the 
truck looked as if it was 
freshly washed, but 

the cleaning was not 
good enough to hide 
fresh blood and hair 
that was still notice-
able. The wardens were 
given permission from 
the property owner to 
search the freezer and 
refrigerator inside the 
residence. Inside the 
refrigerator was a bag 
of still warm deer meat. 
The wardens located 
the suspects and con-
fessions were obtained
--Corny Excuse-- 
While patrolling the 
Trinity River during 
the opening day of teal 
season, Trinity County 
game wardens heard 
several shotgun shots 
coming from the other 
side of a hill covered 
in goat weed. The war-
dens walked in and 
found two dove hunt-
ers. The hunters were 
very surprised and im-
mediately began walk-

ing towards the war-
dens. When asked for 
hunting licenses, the 
hunters were extreme-
ly nervous and had a 
hard time removing 
their licenses from the 
pouches. The wardens 
asked the hunters why 
they were so nervous 
and if there was any-
thing they needed to 
know about. The hunt-
ers replied no and said 
the last time they were 
checked in this coun-
ty they were hunting 
ducks with lead shot 
and received citations. 
While the hunters were 
speaking to a warden 
separately, the other 
warden began search-
ing the area by the 
hunters’ folding chairs. 
The warden found corn 
on the ground in the 
area where they were 
hunting. The hunters 
denied knowing any-

thing about the corn. 
Citations for hunting 
over bait were issued.
--Sleepy Hollow-like- 
Two Van Zandt County 
game wardens received 
a tip about three indi-
viduals who had killed 
two large whitetailed 
bucks, still in velvet, 
at night with a spot-
light. After interview-
ing the subjects, the 
wardens found out the 
two bucks were shot 
at night with a .22 rifle 
and their heads had 
been removed. Numer-
ous cases against those 
involved are pending.
--Plan B-- While pa-
trolling Lake Fork dur-
ing early teal season, 
two Van Zandt County 
game wardens saw 
two boats with hunters 
shooting shore birds. 
Unable to make con-
tact with the groups 
in the water, the war-

dens notified a Wood 
County game warden 
who was in the area 
in his Go-Devil boat. 
However, the Wood 
County warden’s boat 
had developed me-
chanical problems 
earlier that morning, 
so he improvised and 
created another plan. 
After finding a will-
ing duck hunter with a 
mud motor who gladly 
volunteered to take him 
to the group, multiple 
shore birds and one 
hen wood duck were 
recovered, and mul-
tiple cases were filed.
--Two-fer-- A Chero-
kee County game war-
den responded to a call 
regarding spotlighting 
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Richards' Stump Grinding
Stump Removal Below Surface

Residential and Farm ~ Large or Small Jobs

Free Estimates
(903) 629-7765 Winnsboro, Texas

Cellular 903-629-5231
David Richards

Rainbow Trout Coming to Tyler’s Nature Center
  The East Texas Woods and Waters Foundation 
(ETWWF) and the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) will host two special fish-
ing events in January 2014. Two thousand rain-
bow trout will be stocked into The Nature Cen-
ter pond in Tyler, Texas to provide a free fishing 
opportunity for area youth and their adult fish-
ing mentors. Event dates are January 4 and 11, 
2014, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., rain or shine.
  Adult mentors should bring all equipment and bait 
necessary for fishing (see recommended equip-
ment below). A limited amount of fishing equip-
ment (and bait) will be on hand for those who can-
not bring their own on a first-come--first-served 
basis. Adult mentors do not need to be experienced 
anglers. TPWD staff will be on hand to assist.
“Anglers will have the choice of releasing their 
catch or keeping up to a limit of five fish per 
person to take home,” said Craig Bonds, East 
Texas Regional Fisheries Director. “We also 
have fish-cleaning facilities courtesy of the 
East Texas Woods and Waters Foundation, and 
we will offer fish-cleaning demonstrations.”

  If you are a mom, dad, neighbor, grandpar-
ent, big brother, big sister, etc., and know kids 
who want to go fishing, this is a chance to make 
some great memories and introduce a young-
ster to the wonderful sport of fishing. Adults 
who attend these events must bring at least 
one child and mentor them while fishing. So 
round up your little fishing buddy and bring 
them out to The Nature Center for a great time!
--Recommended Equipment: A light-action rod 
and reel combination (one per child) with small 
fishing hooks, light line 12 lb. test or less, small 
bobbers (optional), and small split shot. For bait, 
bring salmon eggs, whole kernel corn, marshmal-
lows, small worms, or prepared trout bait (Berkley 
PowerBait Hatchery Formula Chews or similar). 
Small rooster-tail spinners work well. If you intend 
to keep trout, please bring a stringer or small cooler.
--Special Rules: Fishing will be allowed only 
on Saturday, January 4, and Saturday, Janu-
ary 11, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Youth must 
be supervised at all times by their adult men-
tors. Parking will be allowed in designated ar-

eas only. Only rainbow trout (five per day) and 
channel catfish (one per day) may be kept by 
youth anglers only. No fishing license is re-
quired for youth or their adult mentors. Free to 
all participants. Pre-registration is not required.
--Sponsorship: These special events are made 
possible by the members of the East Tex-
as Woods and Waters Foundation and staff 
of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.
--Other Activities: The Nature Center in Tyler 
has a series of outdoor hiking trails that may also 
be of interest to visitors. We invite you to ex-
plore these trails and also enjoy a day of fishing!
--How to Get Here: From ESE Loop 323 in Ty-
ler, go southeast on University Blvd. (Spur 248). 
Take a right turn on F.M. 848 (Bascom Rd.). 
Go 0.2 mile and turn right at The Nature Center 
gate. Please park in main parking area and walk 
to pond using the concrete trail near the kiosk.
--Got Questions? Contact Mr. Craig Bonds, 
East Texas Regional Fisheries Direc-
tor, (903) 566-1615, ext. 202, or Dr. Rich-
ard Ott, Fisheries Biologist, (903) 566-2161.

Harlan Rogers from Quitman, Texas was fish-
ing Lake Fork on 12/17/13 when he caught this 
nice bass weighing 8.25-pounds. Caught • Pho-
to • Released (Courtesy Photo)

Todd Lee was fishing Lake Fork  with guide 
John Tanner when he caught this nice bass. 
C.P.R. Weight not available.

 

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

TERRI MOON

"Sure was great to spend the holidays 
with my mom & dad ~ Bob & Nova 

Carleton of Leesville, MO., and the rest 
of the clan!"



Boat Shows and Hook Setting
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

By Terri Moon

  Once again I say it’s 
hard to believe the year 
is over. Another awe-
some year of fishing 
we’ve had here on Lake 
Fork. We  really lucked 
out weather wise in De-
cember…50-60 degree 
days…it just doesn’t get 
much better than that. 
  I know January will 
bring cooler weather 
with not as many fish-
able days. So, it’s 
time to check out all 
the boat and tackle 
shows in your area. 
  The growth of the 
crappie fishing industry 
over the past few years 
is just amazing! The 
tackle, the electronics 
and even the boats are 
finally putting the crap-
pie fishermen in mind. 
  Just a few years ago 
almost all of us were 
in 14 to 16 feet boats. 
Most without any type 
of electronics, some 
didn’t even have troll-
ing motors. Now we are 
in longer, wider, deeper, 
safer, made for rough 
water boats. Even the 
saltwater center con-
sole boats are making 
their way into the crap-
pie market. In these 
boats, the larger live 
wells and the open floor 
plans, the latest in elec-

tronics and trolling motors, are all becom-
ing a part of the crappie fishing world. 
  Probably the fastest growing change I’ve seen 
is the amount of “four stroke” motors showing 
up among us crappie fishermen. Aren’t they awe-
some? My Yamaha 115 “Four Stroke” has made a 
huge difference in my fishing (because of all the 
money I save in gas, it practically pays for itself), 
and they are so quiet. If you’re thinking about a 
change, be sure and check out the Yamaha “Four 
Strokes” at your local boat and tackle show. Also 
while you’re there, look at the boats that are avail-
able and give the dealers suggestions that would 
make their boat a “better” crappie fishing rig.
 Good job Skeeter for getting in-
volved in the crappie fishing world! 
  Next while you’re there, when it comes to 
electronics there’s only one word “LOW-
RANCE”. Be sure and check them out.
  If you fish a lot or a little, be sure you see 
the latest MinnKota trolling motors avail-
able. It is amazing what these things can do! 
  With the way the temperatures have been on 
Fork recently the crappie are starting to bunch 
up. We have been catching them in 25 to 35 feet 
of water down on the main lake points and humps. 
  Bright colors have been working this month … 
chartreuse w/blue tail, red w/blue tail, and powder 
blue w/red tail. Lake Fork Marina will have all the 
latest in crappie fishing baits, plus a whole lot more! 
  It’s been a year of great memories and I can’t 
wait to see what the New Year brings! All the 
best to you and your families. God Bless You!
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Tom Redington
    Lake Fork Guide

www.lakeforkguidetrips.com
214-683-9572 

* Swimming Pool/Hot Tub
* Business Center
* Fitness Center
* Jacuzzi Rooms
* Boat Parking
* Guest Laundry
* Free High
   Speed Internet
* 32” Flat Screen TV 
    All Rooms

www.BestWestern.com

MINEOLA INN
903-569-5331
Fax: 903-569-5388

Free Hot Breakfast
Boat Hook-ups

* Microwave & Refrigerator Every Room

100 Debby Lane
 (Hwy 69)

15 Minutes From Lake Fork Boat Ramps
Family Atmosphere While Fishing!!

Crappie
Trips

Hotel • Marina • RV Park
Tackle Store (Great Selection)

Managed by John Goergen
Annual RV Sites  on Mustang Creek 

Now Available!
Hosting a tournament on Lake Fork?
Check Out Our Excellent Facilities!

Fully Stocked Tackle Store
Selection of Two (2) Protected Boat Ramps

195 PR 5551 * Alba, Texas 75410

(Just Off FM 17 and CR 1550)
903-765-2385

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

“Pack  of Knowledge”  Not so obvious

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Owners: John & JoAnne Heimgartner

2014
Best Wishes To All For A

Happy & Healthy New Year
From All Of Us At 

Fishermans One Stop

(See Pack of Knowledge...
                                   Continued on Page 22-A) 

By Tom Redington

  Boat docks, lily pads, and laydown trees all hold a 
lot of fish.  Problem is, everyone on the lake knows 
it and those places get peppered by baits.  In the 
past, offshore structure like points and creek chan-
nel bends were the best way to avoid the crowds; 
however, these days even a novice can turn on his 
Lowrance and drive right to previously hidden 
deep water hideouts.  Obvious spots produce bass 
when the crowds are light.  On weekends or during 
a tournament, you can bet that if a spot looks good 

to you, it looks good to a lot of others too.  As a re-
sult, fish in easily recognizable places get a lot of 
pressure and often stop biting…if you’re even able 
to get on the spot amongst a crowd of other boats.  
  The holy grail of bass fishing, especially for 
tournament success or regular lunker catches, 
is finding something that most anglers over-
look.  As more anglers become proficient with 
new sonar and mapping technology, finding the 
unexploited becomes increasing difficult, yet 
the payoff is worth the hassle.  Following are a 
few ideas on where to start your treasure hunt:    
Barren Spots on the Map: Does that big main lake 
point with a channel swing on the side of it look 
good to you?  Yeah, the last 3000 guys on the lake 
thought so too.  At the FLW Tour on Chickamauga 
this past summer, everyone knew it would be won 
on deep structure and it was going to fish small 
with big crowds on key spots.  I went into practice 
and pretty much eliminated any spot that looked 
remotely fishy on my map.  Instead, I spent hours 
graphing around large expanses of seemingly flat, 
featureless bottoms.  In most cases, the maps were 
correct.  However, over the course of 3 days, I 
found some fish holding spots in the middle of 
nowhere.  While most of the field was fighting 
over the good looking areas, I had 3 key spots all 
to myself and rode them to an 8th place finish…
by fishing the worst looking water in the lake.  

Micro structure & cover: You don’t need a 200’ 
long point or a 10’ channel drop off to hold bass.  
Subtle contour changes or small pieces of cover 
regularly hold a school of fish, or at least a quick 
keeper.  Today’s graphs are an awesome search 
tool for this.  On plane, I’m always keeping one 
eye on my Lowrance sonar screen, looking for 
any subtle humps, ditches or drops not marked on 
my map.  Some of my all-time best fishing spots 
are humps that slowly rise less than 3’ in nearly 
30’ of water, or 1’ deep ditches running through 8’ 
flats.  If I see one, it’s very easy to mark a quick 
waypoint and come back to investigate further.  
When I’m off plane, StructureScan clearly shows 
isolated rock piles, fallen trees, sunken boats, iso-
lated grass clumps and tons of other cover that few 
others find.  Often, you can make 5 or 6 casts to 
one of these spots and catch an active fish or two.   
The “wrong water”: In the spring, you’ll find al-
most every boat beating the bank.  In the sum-
mer on legendary structure lakes, all the boats 
will be out on the ledges.  When creeks get 
big runoff and turn muddy, most anglers flee 
the area.  Whatever the time of year, not all of 
the bass are in the same area doing the same 
thing.  Go against the grain, figure out the fish, 
and you’ll have virgin water the entire trip.

Boat Show Season Is Upon Us: Better Than ICAST in July!
By Don Hampton

  Beginning in January of each year, boat manu-
facturers, marine dealers, tackle companies and 
sporting good distributors gear up to show their 
new products at tackle and boat shows across 
the nation. The audiences that attend these tackle 
and boat shows are sportsmen and women con-
cerned with the products that add more enjoy-
ment to their recreational and sporting times.
  Catering to an attentive audience at the right time 
of the year is the key to success for these shows. 
With spring just around the corner anglers and 
sportsmen start to prepare for their weekends and 
time on the lakes and reservoirs, whether it be a 
family outing, planning their tournament schedule 
or just a weekend of good fishing with their buddies.
  Sportsmen attending the shows can learn fishing 
techniques from the pros, see new merchandise 
being introduced into the market, or find that boat 
of their dreams. With all the booths and exhibits 
set up targeting the angler, time just slips away.
  In many cases anglers and sportsmen at-
tend these shows to plan their yearly va-
cation, fishing trips or sport outings.
  At most boat or tackle shows one will find lakes, 

reservoirs, and vacation spots with booths attempt-
ing to promote and bring more revenue to their area.
  Kicking off boat show season is the busiest 
time for “The Fisherman’s Guide News” and we 
are glad to see it come. With help from friends, 
guides, marina owners, Chamber of Commerce, 
Lake Fork Sportsman Association, and in some 
cases family, we try to reach as many avid an-
glers and tourists as possible. Coming up in the 
New Year you can find our publication at the 
Houston Boat Show, Temple/Belton Boat Show, 
Austin Boat Show, Ft. Worth Boat Show, Okla-
homa City Boat Show, Longview Boat & RV 
Show, and the new Mesquite Boat & Tackle 
Show. Also look for us at Tulsa Boat & Tackle 
Show, St. Louis Boat & Sport Show, and India-
napolis Boat Show, and at Bassmaster Classic in 
Louisiana in February and March is just as busy.   
    Each year guides from Lake Fork also travel all 
over the nation not only promoting themselves and 
their sponsors, but also Lake Fork as the premier 
big bass trophy lake. At the boat and tackle shows, 
the guides are also called upon to give fishing semi-
nars. In each case while instructing and informing, 
the guides conduct themselves with a profession-
alism that is an additional credit to Lake Fork.

  If you are planning a trip to a boat or tackle 
show, be sure to take the children. This is the 
perfect time to introduce them to the love of fish-
ing. At each show there is a Kid Fish program.
  Each year numerous boat and tackle shows 
are scheduled in all areas of the United States. 
If you would like to attend one, the trip is well 
worth your time, with enjoyment provided for 
the entire family. You might even find a copy 
of “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can 
Use” there, making you feel right at home.
  If you are a guide, marina owner, or business 
owner and you are going to a Boat, Tackle, Out-
door Show and would like to have copies of 
“The Fisherman’s Guide News” to pass out in 
your booth or if you would like more exposure 
to your business and advertise with us, call me at 
903-360-6994 or email; fishnews@lakefork.net
  Now you can read all the past issues of “The 
Fisherman’s Guide News” on line to help you 
plan your next trip to Lake Fork. Visit us at: www.
fishguidenews.com. 

Fish Friendly Practice C.P.R.
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     Lake Fork 
              Resort

Located 1/2 Mile South of 
Hwy 515 on Hwy. 17 On Lake Fork

Call Today For Your Reservations
27 Motel Rooms  •  RV Park • Swimming Pool 

Cafe • Fishing Pier • Boat Ramp
• Boat Slips • Store • Guide Services

BOOK YOUR ROOMS TODAY!  AND...DON'T FOR-
GET OUR GREAT HOME COOKING, FEATURING 

"ANY TIME BREAKFAST", OUR JUICY HOME-
STYLE BURGERS, HOME-MADE FRENCH FRIES 

AND OUR OUTSTANDING CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 
IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

(903) 765-2987 or 1-800-230-4367 
e-mail: reservations@lakeforkresort.com 
5004 North F.M. 17 • Alba, Tx. 75410Answers on Page 21-A
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Reel In His Heart, Not With A 
Bass But With A Touch of Class!

 14kt Yellow Gold Bass           10kt Yellow Gold Duck           10kt Yellow Gold Elk

14kt Yellow Gold Reel           14kt Yellow Gold Buck              14kt Yellow Gold
                                                                                                       Boat  Propeller

10kt Yellow Gold 
GolfBag Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold 
Walleye  Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold Water 
Ski Pendant           

We Pay Cash For Scrap Gold & Silver

INSTANT
CASH

INSTANT
CASH

North Texas Gold and Silver Exchange
Located in Diamonds-N-Designs

"Professional Jewelry and Watch Repair!"
1402 Mockingbird Lane, Ste. 7 • Sulphur Springs, Texas

903-885-1118
Shop On Line:  

www.diamonds-n-designs.com

Financing Available 
With Approved Credit!

January Bassin’ “Crankin It Up”

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Lake Country Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

Telebanking (877) 240-9761

Welcome All Anglers
And Visitors
To Lake Fork

Happy new year!!!

www.wcnbquitman.com

By John Tanner

  Happy New Year from the big bass capital! The 
New Year brings a lot of things into our lives. I 
am very thankful for last year’s blessings. God 
has been so gracious to us. I look forward to 
this year and what it will bring. I look forward 
to some New Year bassin. I am ready to crank it 
up literally. This time of year you can catch some 
big mama bass cranking the miles of weed lines 
Lake Fork has to offer. With the lake levels be-
ing low the grass lines will hold a ton of fish and 
if it stays dry and the lake gets lower more and 
more fish will set up on the outer grass edges.
  There are a lot of baits you can crank the grass 
with. Top choices in my Ranger Boat are lipless 
crank baits, chatter baits, shallow crank baits and 

also Talon Spinner baits. On the lipless crank 
baits and shallow runners, good colors are…
red, orange and sexy shad colors. You might 
even throw a fire tiger in the mix. On the chat-
ter baits and spinner baits, white and chartreuse 
are great color choices. The jig bite can be good 
as well so have some half ounce Talon Football 
Head jigs on hand. These jigs work good on the 
edge of the hydrilla. Tip them with a Berkley 3” 
or 4” Chigger Craw and you will be in business.
  Now this time of year some really big fish pull up 
and winter in the grass beds so be ready with some 
big line. I like to use 20 pound test Berkley Trilene 
100% fluorocarbon line on my ABU Garcia Revo 
reels and ABU Garcia Vendetta Rods. This stuff 
is awesome and will handle the big mamas.
  While cranking the grass, roll your baits over the 
top and also down the edges of the weeds mak-
ing contact with the grass and pulling it free as 
you make a steady retrieve with your lure. This 
technique will make for some big time strikes and 
sometimes they will stop it like a freight train! On 
the football jig,  pitch it on the edges of the grass 
hopping it a few times as soon as it hits the bot-
tom. The bass will bust it on the fall. This bite 
is fun and will produce some big uns! It can be 
chilly while fishing in January but those fish will 
be lying up in the grass getting some sun and eat-

ing well. You probably won’t catch the numbers 
of fish you would say in the summer but the aver-
age size you catch this time of year will be impres-
sive. So, that being said, hook up and come down 
to Lake Fork and get in on the action. There are a 
lot of really big bass caught in January every year.
  If you would like to book a guided trip 
here on Lake Fork, call us at 903-569-7451 
or e-mail us at jtan-ner811@gmail.com.  
  For more info on fishing Lake Fork with us check us 

out on the web at www.
lakeforkbassguide.com 
or www.tannerout-
doors.com. God Bless 
you and good fish-
ing. Read John 3:16. 
  John Tanner is a pro-
fessional resident fish-
ing guide on Lake 
Fork. He has been fish-
ing Lake Fork since 
1982. John is profes-
sionally sponsored by 
Ranger Boats, Ranger 
Trail Trailers, Mer-
cury, International Pre-
cious Metals, Minn 
Kota Trolling Motors, 
Lowrance Electronics, 
Navionics, Berkley, 
ABU Garcia, All Star 
Rods, Tru Tungsten, 
Hambys Beach Bum-
pers, Mustad Hooks, 
Talon Lures, BTS Line 
and Lure, Diamond 
Sports Marine and 
Oakley Sunglasses.

Fish Friendly

Off-Duty Game Warden Shot While Hunting
 An off-duty Texas 
game warden was 
shot Sunday evening, 
Dec. 29th while bow 
hunting on Cooper 
Wildlife Management 
Area in Delta County.
Listed in stable condi-
tion in intensive care 
at Dallas’s Parkland 
Hospital Monday, Dec. 
30th, is Game War-
den Chris Fried, 31, 
of Cooper, Texas. He 
was transferred to the 
hospital from Hopkins 
County Memorial Hos-
pital in Sulphur Springs 
late Sunday. The war-
den suffered a gunshot 
wound to the upper 
right arm, with the bul-
let lodging in his chest.
  Fried was wounded 
between 6:30 and 7 
p.m. He was able to use 
his cell phone to call for 
help. A TPWD wildlife 
biologist reached him 

first, did what he could 
to help him, and then 
went for additional help.
  The 14,160-acre 
WMA is open for ar-
chery-only whitetail 
deer hunting by li-
censed hunters with a 
Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department Annual 
Public Hunting Permit.
  The incident is being 
investigated by Texas 
Parks and Wildlife De-
partment Internal Af-
fairs and game wardens 
assigned to the Depart-
ment’s Criminal In-
vestigation Division as 
well as the Delta Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and 
the Texas Rangers. A 
game warden forensics 
team was on the scene 
Monday to gather data 
which can be used to re-
construct what occurred.
  Fried is based in 
Delta County and has 

been a game war-
den since June 2009.
 Publisher’s Note:
From all of us here 
at “The Fisherman’s 
Guide News”, “Leg-
end of Lake Fork Big 
Bass Tournament” 
and Texas Trails 
Bassmasters of Lake 
Fork”, we wish you 
a very speedy recov-
ery and for you to 
know that you and 
your family are in our 
prayers...



Page 20-A                                 “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                        January January           “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                             Page 5-A

Sponsored by: Ranger Boats, Ranger Trail Trailers, Mercury, International Precious Metals, Minn Kota Troll-
ing Motors & Chargers, Berkley, ABU Garcia, Humminbird Electronics, Talon Lures & shallow water anchor, 
Lake Caster, All Star Rods, Hambys Beach Bumpers, Mustad Hooks, Affordable Tungsten, Diamond Sports 
Marine, Oakley Sunglasses. 

Fishing Fork Since 1982

JOHN TANNER'S
LAKE FORK

GUIDE SERVICE
 www.lakeforkbassguide.com

1-903-569-7451
E-mail:

      tanner@lakeforkbassguide.com

(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts

Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 
Plenty of Parking  

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork Marina

 &
Diamond Sports Marine

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

Public Comment Sought on Adding Counties to Rules Requiring Draining Water from Vessels
  In the state’s ongoing effort to combat the 
spread of invasive zebra mussels, the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Commission has approved 
for public comment a proposal to add 30 coun-
ties in North and Central Texas to the recently 
implemented rules requiring that all boats op-
erating on public water be drained after use.
  Additional counties being considered for ves-
sel draining requirements are: Archer, Bastrop, 
Bell, Bosque, Burnet, Clay, Comal, Coman-
che, Coryell, Eastland, Ellis, Erath, Falls, Fay-
ette, Freestone, Hamilton, Hays, Henderson 
(west of Hwy 19), Hill, Johnson, Leon, Lime-
stone, Llano, McLennan, Navarro, Robertson, 
Somervell, Travis, Wichita, and Williamson.
  The water draining regulations were imple-
mented December 10 and are in effect on all 
public waters in Collin, Cooke, Dallas, Denton, 
Fannin, Grayson, Hood, Jack, Kaufman, Mon-
tague, Palo Pinto, Parker, Rockwall, Stephens, 
Tarrant, Wise, and Young counties. These 
same regulations are also in place on an emer-
gency basis in Belton and Coryell counties.
  The current rules require that persons leav-
ing or approaching public water in the af-
fected counties drain all water from their ves-
sels and on-board receptacles. This applies to 
all types and sizes of boats whether powered 

or not, personal watercraft, sailboats, or any 
other vessel used to travel on public waters.
  Applicable in all areas where boats can be 
launched, the regulation requires the drain-
ing of live wells, bilges, motors, and any 
other receptacles or water-intake systems 
coming into contact with public waters.
  Under the current rules, live fish can-
not be transported in water that comes from 
the water body where they were caught 
and personally caught live bait can be used 
only in the water body where it was caught.
The department is proposing to modify rules 
that affect participants in fishing tournaments 
that hold off-site weigh-ins. The proposed 
changes would allow anglers participating 
in a fishing tournament confined to one wa-
ter body to transport live fish in water from 
that single water body to an identified weigh-
in location, provided all water is drained be-
fore leaving that location. Anglers would be 
required to possess documentation provided 
by tournament organizers that would iden-
tify them as participants in a tournament.
  Movement from one access point to an-
other on the same lake during the same 
day does not require draining and there 
is an exception for governmental activi-

ties and emergencies. Marine sanitary sys-
tems are not covered by the new regulations.
  Anglers are allowed to transport and use com-
mercially purchased live bait in water provided 
they have a receipt that identifies the source of 
the bait. Any live bait purchased from a loca-
tion on or adjacent to a public water body that is 
transported in water from that water body could 
only be used as bait on that same water body.
  The public may comment on the pro-
posed rules online at http://tpwd.texas.
gov/business/feedback/public_comment/
proposals/201401_water_draining.phtml.
  Comment may also be made in writing to 
Ken Kurzawski, TPWD Inland Fisheries, 4200 
Smith School Rd., Austin, TX 78744, by email 
at ken.kurzawski@tpwd.texas.gov, or in per-
son at any of the following two public hearings.
All meetings are set to begin at 7:00 pm.
--Tuesday, January 7 in Austin at TPWD 
Headquarters, Commissioners Hear-
ing Room, 4200 Smith School Rd..
--Thursday, January 9 in Waco at the McLen-
nan County Courthouse, Commissioners’ 
Courtroom - 1st Floor, 501 Washington Ave..
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Commis-
sion is expected to take action on the pro-
posed change at its November 7 meeting.

TPWD Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 15-A)

and shots fired west of Maydelle. Recognizing the 
vehicle description, the warden found the vehicle, 
which was still in the area. After a brief inter-
view of the two subjects in the vehicle, individu-
als the warden had previously filed on twice each 
for hunting violations, they admitted to shooting 
at a hog from the county road. Cases pending.
--Hunting in the Wrong Place-- A game warden 
from Dallam and Hartley counties and a Lub-
bock County game warden lieutenant received a 
call opening morning of pronghorn season about 
a hunter who shot pronghorn on their property in 

eastern Dallam County. After a short investiga-
tion, the hunter was located hunting two miles 
north of the property he had permission to hunt on. 
The pronghorn was seized and charges were filed.
--Trouble with the Swerve-- A Hunt County 
game warden was patrolling for night hunters 
around midnight near a deer breeding facility 
when he saw a vehicle stop on the highway not 
far from him. The warden investigated further and 
saw the vehicle turn down a dirt road and begin 
driving along the high fence belonging to a ranch. 
He continued to follow the vehicle and saw that 

it was being driven all 
over the roadway. A 
traffic stop was made 
and the warden found 
that the driver was in-
toxicated. He was un-
able to complete any 
sobriety exercises. At 
the jail, the driver blew 
a .175 on the Intoxi-
lyzer. Case pending.
--Oh deer…-- After 
receiving several calls 
from dispatch about 
“peppering” from dove 
hunters, a Gillespie 

County game warden met with the hunters, one of 
whom led him to his residence where his hunting 
license was stored. While checking the license, 
the warden noticed a cage in the man’s backyard 
with a fawn inside. The man said he found the 
fawn “abandoned” on the side of the road and 
brought it home a few months back. Case pending.
--Underage and Under the Influence-- While 
patrolling for dove hunting violations, two Starr 
County game wardens saw a pickup truck leav-
ing a ranch with two unrestrained juveniles rid-
ing in the bed. After contact was made, one of the 
wardens saw two open alcoholic containers in the 
cab of the truck, and detracted a strong odor of an 
alcoholic beverage. After interviewing the driver 
and performing standardized field sobriety tests, 
the driver was placed under arrest for DWI with a 
child passenger under 15 years old (state jail fel-
ony) and was transported to the Starr County Jail.
--Hidden in Plain Sight-- After spending the 
morning checking fishermen on the Coleto Creek 
Resevoir, two Goliad County game wardens were 
headed to the field to check dove hunters in the 
area. The wardens found a newer model crew cab 
truck stashed suspiciously in the brush. A check of 
the vehicle identification number showed the truck 
to be stolen out of Houston. The case was turned 
over to the Goliad County Sheriff’s Department.

(Continued on  Next Page)
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Lake Fork: Year End Review and What To Look Forward To!(Continued from Page 1-A)

2006 F-150 King Ranch Edition
Great Dependable All Around 

Transportation. Automatic stick shift, 
power brakes & steering, leather inte-
rior, electric and heated seats, electric 
windows with tint shields, tow pack-
age, New Michelin Tires, Sun Roof 

Well maintained & Serviced.
Reduced $6900  

Call Don at 903-383-7748 
or 903-360-6994

For Sale By Owner

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

• Capacity rating 400 lbs.  web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

Proud Sponsor of the “10th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
•  No more sl ipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer 
fenders with your shoes
• No more worrying about 
loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when 
entering and exiting
• Has a srong and durable 
powder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

Endorsed By:

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most 
bay, center console, & high 
bow pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that 

fits most swing-away 
tongue.

The ESS-3
A 3 step model that fits most 

air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
& pleasure boat trailers.

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 

ESS-3SA model 
on his New 

Legend
211-Alpha.” 

2012 BASSMASTER CLASSIC
CHAMPION ~ CHRIS LANE

Stop by and visit us at the Texas Tackle, Hunting, & Fishing Show
Mesquite Rodeo Arena Jan. 10th ~ 12th Booth #20

with a pocket craw trailer when he hooked into his 
lunker. His was lunker #550 to be entered into the 
program and the 255th to be caught on Lake Fork.
  Lake Fork also had a lot of other historical catches 
in 2013. During the 5th Annual Dodge Mega Ram 
Tournament put on by Bass Champs in April, two 
teenage boys won in the hourly and drove home a 
new dodge truck. On April 6, 2014 Bass Champs 
will be hosting their 6th Annual Tournament, but 
this one will be the Ford Mega Bass Tournament 
and there will be a Ford truck given away each hour. 
This is the richest one day big bass tournament.
  The “9th  Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big 
Bass Tournament” that was held in May showed 
an-glers love Lake Fork and fishing in May is 
great. During the course of the tournament 1,123 
anglers representing 19 states and two countries 
came to participate. During the course of the 
tournament 23 over the slot bass were brought 

to the weigh-in. A 3-pound even won the Legend 
199-Alpha for the heaviest bass under the slot. 
Seven places per hour are paid in this tournament 
and the two heaviest over the slot win a Legend 
boat, the heaviest under 16” wins a Legend boat 
and one Legend boat is given away in a drawing 
from the early entries received before April 30th. 
Keep in mind this tournament is open to all makes 
and models of boats. It is not a Legend Owners 
Tournament... it is “The Legend of Lake Fork”, 
our legendary lake. The “10th Annual Legend of 
Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament” is going to be 
bigger and better for the anglers. Alba Tractor has 
come on as a sponsor and for the first angler to 
catch a 10-pound even bass, they will be taking 
home a Kubota RTV-X1120 valued at $17,178. 
The tournament will be held May 16, 17, 18, 2014 
at Lake Fork Marina with registration and sign 
in starting on Thursday, May 15th. This tourna-

ment also benefits “The Wish to Fish Founda-
tion”, so you will also be fishing for a good cause 
along with the good pay-outs, prizes and fun.
  Anglers can also look forward to the “Hook n’ 
Cook” sand bass tournament in July hosted by Tex-
as Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork and Fishermans 
One Stop, Sealy Outdoor’s Big Bass Splash in Sep-
tember and the Berkley Tournament in October.
  If you are looking for a tournament to fish on Lake 
Fork, check out our tourament page in the B-Sec-
tion for the listings or watch for the advertisements.
  If you are looking to catch a ShareLunker, 
you have until April 30th to complete your 
task. Judging from the statistics and num-
bers, believe me, Lake Fork is your best bet.
  See you on the lake or at the boat shows. 
Have a great New Year, Fish Friendly, and 
practice C.P.R. (Catch, Photo, Release)

Help Us To Be The 
Best.... Plan Your Trips 

To Lake Fork With 
“The Fisherman’s 

Guide News” News or 
Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 

or 903-360-6994

--Caught in the Act-
- A Brooks County 
game warden and a 
Kleberg County game 
warden returned to a 
large ranch in south-
ern Brooks County to 
locate a group of dove 
hunters the wardens be-
lieved to be in violation 
of the law. The wardens 
eventually found the 
hunters and observed 
them from the brush as 
they enjoyed their dove 
hunt past legal shooting 
time and with plenty of 
bird action. The war-
dens rushed in soon 
after and were running 
over chicken scratch to 
get to them. Once con-
tact was made and ev-
erything was checked 
out, multiple citations 
were issued, includ-
ing: baiting migratory 
birds; hunting with 
unplugged shotgun, 
no hunting licenses, 
hunter education; and 
waste of game of a ja-
velina. Cases pending.
--Work in Progress-- 
Bexar County game 
wardens were asked 
to assist Terrell Coun-
ty game wardens on a 

hunting without land-
owner’s consent case 
involving two aoudad 
rams that were taken 
by four suspects caught 
on a game camera and 
the subsequent post-
ing of their illegal hunt 
on Facebook. Terrell 
County arrest war-
rants were issued, and 
to date, three suspects 
have been arrested in 
Bexar County and a 
search warrant of one 

of the suspect’s resi-
dence yielded an aou-
dad ram skull. Bexar 
County game wardens 
are continuing to 
search for the fourth 
suspect in the case.
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

All New Ranger Aluminum Line
Now In Stock

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

APPOINTMENT ONLY
Dec. 16 Thru Feb 2014

CALL FOR
APPOINTMENT

Call 903-383-7686
24 HOURS A DAY

FOR HOURS OF OPERATION
& LIVE BAIT AVAILABILITY

PROPANE
BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED

WATERDOGS
COMING 

LIVE BAIT & FROZEN 

BLACK SALTY’S 
For Big Bass & Catfish                
Minnows for Crappie 

LAKE FORK COUNTRY STORE
HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497

IN BUSINESS OVER 27 YEARS SAME LOCATION
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

Bottom transitions: Hard bottoms are consistent 
bass producing locations, especially in lakes with 
lots of soft, muddy bottoms.  In this case, gravel, 
rock or shell beds hold big schools.  In lakes with 
lots of rock and hard bottom, transitions from one 
type to another (such as gravel to clay or chunk 
rock to ledge rock) are bass magnets.  The best 
spots aren’t noticeable by looking at the shore, lest 
everyone will know the transition exists.  These 
transitions are easy to spot when the lake is down, 

so make mental notes of where they are located 
for when the water comes back up to normal.  
Again, new sonar advances make finding these 
spots a lot easier.  Use your StructureScan to find 
changes in bottom hardness (harder bottoms ap-
pear brighter and thicker, often producing a sec-
ond bottom return or “double echo”), and you can 
actually see what size rocks are on the bottom 
in the side view.  Having trouble setting up your 
graph and reading the Down and Side sonar?  If so, 

check out my instruc-
tional videos: http://
www.youtube.com/
user/LakeForkBassPro   
Vast grass mats: Many 
anglers quickly find 
the areas of a lake that 
have grass.  However, 
submerged aquatic 
vegetation like hydril-
la, milfoil, cabbage, 
and coontail grows ir-
regularly and changes 
vastly from one year 
to the next.  In large 
flats, grass beds can 
grow for dozens of 
acres, often making it 
feel like looking for a 

bigmouthed needle in 
an Everest-sized hay-
stack.  Most anglers 
fish a small stretch of 
the grass by wandering 
aimlessly, shrug their 
shoulders, and move 
on.  It takes a lot of ef-
fort and skill to stay 
on the raggedy outside 
grass edge, often a high 
percentage area.  If the 
fish are actually up in 
the middle of the grass 
flat, it can take hours of 
fishing to stumble on a 
good school through all 
the dead water.  In this 
case, the grass bed is 
obvious, but finding the 
hidden jackpots takes 
a lot more persistence 
than most will invest.      
  The next time you’re 
struggling to catch fish, 
keep in mind that you 
might have an “obvi-
ous” problem.  For 
more fish catching tips, 

check out my website 
www.LakeForkGuide-
Trips.com, or follow 
me at www.facebook.
com/tomredingtonfish-
ing and www.twitter.
com/Tom_Redington  .  
  Tom Redington is a 
FLW Tour pro, host of 
TV’s “Big Bass Battle” 
& a bass guide on Lake 
Fork.  To make the most 
of your experience in 
the outdoors, he recom-
mends the Boy Scouts 
of America, Lake Fork 
Trophy Lures, Dobyns 
Rods, Ranger Boats, 
Mercury Outboards, 
Diamond Sports Ma-
rine, Lucky Craft, Cos-
ta Sunglasses, Low-
rance, & Power Poles.   
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Guide  Services”

Lake Fork
“The Big Bass 

Capital of Texas”
Individual * Group 

Corporate 
Instructional 

& Beginner Trips 
Welcome 

903-383-7748 or 903-360-6994

www.bassinwithbubba.com NOW BOOKING!!!
The spawn on Lakes

Monticello and Welsh
LAKE FORK

email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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Emory, 886 E. Lennon, Hwy 69
888-473-1222  903-473-1222
c21lakecountry@verizon.net

Quitman, 306 S. Main
800-254-7541  903-763-2216

c21lcr@peoplescom.net

Alba/Lake Fork, 5200 FM 515
888-413-5200  903-474-2031

c21lake@verizon.net

century21lakecountryrealty.com
Judy Stroman, Broker     903-850-5082

BEAUTIFUL LAKE FORK HOME without the waterfront 
price. Home is not waterfront but includes a waterfront 
leaseback with 86 ft of lake frontage. Can build pier or boat 
dock for personal use. Impeccably maintained home sits on 
shady,  treed lot. 3BR 2BA 1832 sf with plenty of upgrades. 
12x29 storage , plus EZ GO electric golf cart. Across from 
Land’s End Golf Club. $199,000.

NEW HOME ON 5.1 ACRES. Barely lived in for 6 months. Beautiful custom 
work, approximately 12 ft. ceilings in living & dining. Formal dining area 
has wood floors, living area has tile with stone fireplace. Open kitchen/
living area with breakfast bar and breakfast room. Kitchen has granite 
counters, tile backsplash, beautiful cabinetry, stainless appliances. Large 
master bedroom with laminate wood floors, tray ceiling. Master bath has 
double lavatories, separate tub and shower, large walk-in closet. On op-
posite of home are 2 bedrooms with laminate floors, separated by bath. 
2-car garage and sprinkler system. Sitting on 5.1 acres, there is room for 
a small man-made pond. Property is on a county-maintained road. A nice, 
new place in the country. $224,000

5 ACRES WITH SMALL HOME. Some beauti-
ful acreage on this property. Home is older and 
has original hardwood floors that are in good 
shape. Two bedrooms, one bath, good-sized liv-
ing area, kitchen and small eating area. Utility 
room is in separate outside. There is a small 
3-car carport. There is an easement road into 
the property and the 5 acres will have to be 
surveyed out of a larger tract. $42,000

AFFORDABLE LAKE FORK WATERFRFONT HOME has 
great lake views from screened porch that spans across the 
back of home. Features include large living room with wood 
burning stove, Berber carpet, triple pane windows and large 
bedrooms. Property has fruit trees and lots of mature shade 
trees. It also has 2 workshops to store all equipment. Public 
boat ramp across the road at Rainswood Marina. $154,900.

BEAUTIFUL SETTING on 2.72 acres, This 3BR 2BA, with 
2360 sf of living space has 2 living areas, separate office, 
large utility room, open kitchen, dining and living area, wood 
burning fireplace, plus a large sunroom to take advantage 
of the gorgeous treed property.  Also there is a shop/storage 
building. Near Lake Fork, this property gives you the op-
portunity to live within 2 miles of a public boat ramp and 
fishing, but not have to pay the waterfront price.  $149,000.

Lake Fork Waterfront Acreage. Over 50 acres, 
25.9 deeded and approximately 25 acres leaseback. 
This is really good waterfront property with lots of 
shoreline. Rare find on Lake Fork. Perfect for RV 
park, private get-away, subdivision, development. 
Priced at $450,000

GREAT OPPORTUNITY to own a Marina on Lake Fork. 
This property has it all: 27-room recently refurbished mo-
tel, convenience store, cafe, tackle store, boat ramp, boat 
slips, swimming pool, 50+ site RV park with full hoop ups. 
Property has its own sewage treatment plant. There is 2 
acres deeded with lots of leaseback, plenty of parking and 
room for expansion. Great area to hold tournaments, plus 
it’s the first full service marina coming in from the Dallas 
metroplex. Asking only $625,000

RESTAURANT, SMOKEHOUSE ON LAKE FORK. Seats approxi-
mately 84 with plenty of parking. The property sits on 2.7 acres with 
leaseback and old boat ramp to Lake Fork. This location has lots 
of potential. Nicely decorated in rustic décor. Fully equipped, clean 
kitchen, walk-in coolers, freezers, 2-smokers. Commercial septic, 
fully approved. Great location on Hwy 154, approximately 3500 
cars per day travel this road. Located right on Lake Fork where 
there are many tournaments, weekend and holiday fishermen. . Area 
has a large retirement community. This is a great opportunity. just 
walk-in and start serving. $145,000 

LAKE FORK WATERFRONT built for entertaining 
with an inside hot-tub, concrete patio, screened porch. 
This 3 bedroom, 2 bath log home is  a perfect lake home 
getaway. Set back in the woods, nicely landscaped, small 
pond in front, 2-car attached garage, concrete parking 
area. Private boat dock and neighborhood boat ramp. 
There is a loft with with inside circle stairway and an 
outside entry. Reduced $249,900.

We have too many properties for sale to show here. To view these and ALL MLS 
PROPERTY LISTINGS, go to: www.century21lakecountryrealty.com

“Lake Fork’s Leading 

Real Estate Agency”

  Sold

Bubba’s shortcuts may have him eating coldcuts and maybe for a while!
By: Don Hampton

  When it comes to getting a job 
done, Bubba doesn’t fool around.
  Bubbette has remarked on several occa-
sions that Bubba can accomplish more in 
one day than most men can in a week. Hav-
ing worked alongside Bubba on several oc-
casions I believe this whole-heartedly.
  This isn’t because Bubba is such a fast worker. 
It is simply because he believes every moment 
working unnecessarily is time lost on the lake 
fishing. With this in his mind at all times he has 
developed shortcuts to expedite all his chores.
  When I say Bubba has shortcuts for his chores, 
I do not mean he does things like letting the 
trash pile up before taking it out so he’ll only 
have to make one trip. No, Bubbette would not 
allow him to go to these measures. If the trash 
gets near the top of the container, it had better 
be out of the house. If not Bubba’s boat won’t 
be floating and he’ll be in the doghouse. (I’ve 
seen him there on this point and it is not pretty.) 
He does have four outside trashcans he lets get 
full before taking to solid waste management, 
(the dump). This is one of Bubba’s little short-
cuts he can get away with. He has even con-
vinced Bubbette it is time management and 
conserves on gas. I can see the logic in that!
  Most all of Bubba’s shortcuts have logic to them. 
For instance mowing the lawn, Bubba bought 
the widest cutting riding lawnmower he could 

find. He also keeps the blades sharpened so they 
will cut well at high speeds. His chainsaw has 
the highest rpm’s, and the longest bar and chain 
it can handle. This is so he doesn’t have to make 
more than one cut when taking something down. 
When Bubba has to paint anything, he has the 
widest paintbrushes and rollers money can buy.
  Bubba has come up with one shortcut though that 
is requiring more thought on his part than usual. 
It is not making Bubbette a happy camper either.
  Living in the country and having a vir-
tual forest for a yard, Bubba is confronted 
with a leaf problem each year. Each year in 
December or January Bubba declares war 
on the fallen leaves. (Of course he does 
wait until almost the last one has fallen.) 
  He has the right tools for the job. His leaf blow-
er could propel a 30’ sailboat and his rakes have 
a 24” span, but this isn’t enough for Bubba. He 
has tried everything to make this annual chore 
as simple as it could be. He has tried mulching, 
mowing, and even tried waiting it out hoping 
a wind storm would come up and blow them 
in the neighbor’s yard. None of these meth-
ods pleased Bubba for simplicity sake though.
  This leaf-war season Bubba came up with an 
all new plan. He would rake all of the leaves 
toward the back of his property, rake them away 
from his dogwoods and other trees and just burn 
them. This brainstorm of Bubba’s might have 
worked if not for Mother Nature’s rainstorms.

  Not to be swayed in his determination to bring 
this task to an end Bubba put on his thinking cap. 
He concluded that if he could create a consistent 
hot flame, the leaves would burn. (Again we 
have logic.) Bubba went to his utility shed to get 
his diesel he kept for just such occasions only to 
find that he was out. He considered the gasoline 
for his over-sized riding lawnmower but soon 
discarded that thought. Bubba learned about 
playing with gasoline when he was a small child.
  It was then that Bubba had a brainstorm that 
would have him eating cold sandwiches that 
night. With no diesel, cooking grease would work. 
Bubba knew where Bubbette had two gallons of 
used strained fish grease and if that didn’t get the 
fire going, the pantry had some peanut oil in it.
  Bubba then commenced to burn some leaves 
and to an extent his plan worked but it had 
two major flaws. One, every time Bubba 
would start a new fire the smell of the cook-
ing grease would make him hungry and he’d 
have to stop for a snack or two, Bubbette had 
planned on using that grease to fry some cat-
fish and hushpuppies for supper that night.
  The first flaw Bubba could deal with by ap-
plying one of his shortcuts and carrying 
a sandwich in his pocket, but the second 
flaw in his plan had him eating that sand-
wich while sitting in the doghouse that night.
  Bubba learned an important lesson here, 
you don’t mess with Bubbette’s stuff either.       
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Blake Eppinette from West Monroe, Louisiana caught the second TPWD 
Toyota ShareLunker of the season fishing Lake Fork on 12/27/13. His 
lunker weighed 13.6-pounds, measured 25.825” and had a girth of 21.5”.

Lake Fork: Year End Review and What To Look Forward To!

When fishing warm water lakes, especially Monticello and Welsh, an-
glers should always be cautious of the fog banks. You may have clear 
visibility one moment and go around a point facing a wall of fog so thick 
you can’t see the front of your boat. This is when a GPS with previous 
marked trails could be a life saver!

By Don Hampton

    In 2013, Lake Fork once again demonstrated 
just why it is known as the ‘Big Bass Capital of 
Texas’. In the course of the 2012/2013 TPWD 
Toyota ShareLunker season there were twelve en-
tries into the program out of all the lakes in our 
great state. Four of those were caught on Lake 
Fork and three of the heaviest for the season were 
caught on this great reservoir. Gary Sims from 

Gunter, Texas started it off by catching a hawg 
weighing 15.02-pounds on 12/12/12. Richard 
Schibek from Granbury, Texas caught the heavi-
est of the season weighing 16.04-pounds which 
also won him the honor of TPWD Angler of the 
Year. One of our locals, Mark Hall from Winns-
boro, Texas caught a lunker on 2/19/13 weighing 
13.11-pounds and that was followed by Donald 
DeVille from Ville Platte, Louisiana on 3/20/13 
when he caught one weighing 14,06-pounds.

  The TPWD Toyota ShareLunker Season begins on 
October 1st and runs thru April 30th of each year. 
Thus far ending 2013 Lake Fork is living up to its 
reputation and has two early entries. On 11/21/13 
Stephen Proctor from Pryor, Oklahoma caught a 
hawg weighing 13.29-pounds and on 12/26/13 
Blake Eppinette from West Monroe, Louisiana 
caught a lunker weighing 13.6-pounds. Blake was 
fishing in 30-feet of water using a Buckeye Mojo jig 

(See Lake Fork....Continued on Page 4-A)


