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  The 5th Annual Ram Mega Bass tournament was held on Lake Fork on 
April 7th and had a record number of anglers from over 24 States to cast for 
a chance to win one of seven Dodge Ram Pickup trucks given away and a 

  This is the richest one day hourly big bass tournament in the nation. Every 
hour a Dodge Ram pickup truck is awarded to the lucky angler that weighs 

and at the end of the day the person who caught the heaviest bass of the day 

  The morning began with overcast skies and fairly warm temperatures. An-

It’s Here! “Legend of Lake Fork”

By Don Hampton

being National Kid Fish Week. During this event no one participating in the 
-

open opportunity to spend this time with their children and perhaps intro-

-

  Each year this event is hosted by the Wood County Sheriff’s Department, 
Texas Parks and Wildlife, Sabine River Authority, and Gme Warden Peace 

on Lake Fork. All are to be commended for their diligent hard work and the 
many hours they put in to make this event suh a success for our area chil-
dren.

By Don Hampton

  Anglers should not be discouraged if they did not get their entries in early. 

each hour of this three day tournament. First place each hour with heavy bass 

have to have a Legend boat to compete. There will be boats of all makes and 
models competing in the tournament. For the anglers that missed the early 
entry you can enter the tournament at tournament headquarters beginning on 

-

-

promotional gifts. Also on hand will be assorted sizes of TFO Rods anglers 

(See Legend of Lake Fork....Continued on Page 5-A)

(See Annual Kid Fish....Continued on Page 22-A)
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  Bubbette isn’t exactly sure when Bubba went 

you Bubba stinks at both! 
  This doesn’t mean that he is bad at the sport or 

-
ing you are what you eat, Bubbette believes he 

bream that wasn’t so bad. At least then all he 

Bubbette didn’t mind this because then she had 

them in the freezer, bathed and the clothes were in 
the washer, the smell of his excursion was gone. 

odor that is indescribable, has a tendency to linger 
and is even harder to wash out.
  Bubba read an article, (most likely written by 
one of the companies that makes one of his many 
scents, sprays, oils, and dyes he applies to his 

the human body that is secreted through the pores 
that repels bass. Knowing Bubba as I do, I’m quite 
sure he had to study that story and look up some 
of the words in the dictionary before he grasped 
the true meaning. Once he did understand it he 

accepted it as “The Gospel According to Bass An-
gling”!  Now no piece of plastic he throws, wheth-
er weightless, wacky, Carolina, Texas, or Florida 
rigged, hits the water without being sprayed, dyed, 
oiled, or slicked with something really smelly.
  Knowing how Bubba has to have stuff, he has 
them all!
  He has enough dyes in his boat he could create 
a rainbow on a piece of plastic. He could make a 

of all of this, everyone of his rods smell like bread 
served in an Italian restaurant.
  When Bubba walks through the door after one of 

-

She pretty much has it pinpointed what he smells 
like when he walks in. She says, “He smells like 

I’ve never smelled that, but I have had a whiff or 

have to agree with Bubbette’s description.
  “Not only has his smell changed,” said Bubbette, 

old T-shirt, old shorts, cut-offs, or jeans, but when 

on to add, “His shirts have all got embroidery on 

his conquests sewed on them and he leaves that 
part to me. If I don’t have his newest one sewed on 

before a tournament he says I jinxed him. There 
was a time when he wouldn’t go in public wear-
ing anything that had a patch on it! Now I can’t 
get him out of them! Literally! Bubba even has to 
have cargo shorts and pants that match his shirts. 
Can the bass see all of this and does it make them 

-
man?”
  Well Bubbette, the answer to your question is 
probably “Blowing in the Wind”, and that is the 
best place for Bubba’s attire to air out! Don’t be 
too hard on Bubba there are a lot of bass anglers 
out there that are the same way.
  Bubba isn’t that unique or different and he’ll 
probably never be a “Legend”, but one thing is 
for sure, he will always be driving one! Everyone 
knows that, “Bubba Needs Stuff!” 
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(Continued from Page 1-A)

glers launched from all points on the legendary 
Lake Fork for their chance to cash in with just a 
single cast. Lake Fork being a slot lake, meaning 

24” must be released immediately.

of the day over the 24” length limit. “I came up 
with a friend. We went to a creek channel that had 
a straight line of stumps. We decided to slide in 

the hook, but it didn’t feel like a solid hook set 
to him. “I had 65# braid line on, and she tried to 

livewell, they started to make their way in to the 
scales. “I looked at my watch, and we had plen-
ty of time so we didn’t get in a hurry. When we 
pulled the boat up, somebody yelled ‘You’d better 
hurry!’ I thought I looked at my watch wrong, and 

we had a good early bite. We’ve had our ups and 

great day!”

  With  all of the cold fronts pushing in on the 
area getting bass over the 24” mark proved to be a 
daunting task to the anglers on the hunt. Short, fat 

bulk of the day.
  Fourteen year old Cortland Curgus of Plano, TX 

the suggestion of friend and fellow contender Rob 
(See 5th Annual Dodge....Continued on Page 9-A)
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"Make Your Reservations Today"

(Continued from Page 1-A)

on your radio. The number of anglers per boat is only limited to the weight 
capacity of the boat. Each person in the boat must be a paid entry. Only three 

a means of separating their catch from other angler or anglers in the boat. 

Polygraph tests will be given each hour. Once the angler has entered the 
weigh-in line he or she has committed for that hourly weigh-in and as long as 
an angler is in a paid hourly position their boat and partners must remain at 
tournament headquarters until the hour is completed. All anglers must have 
a current Texas Fishing License in their possession when they come to the 

with a throw cushion, working live-well, kill-switch, lights, horn, and cur-
rent registration. All anglers must wear their Coast Guard approved life vest 
at all times the large motor is in operation. All protests must be turned in, in 

occurred. During the tournament all state and local laws apply. All of the 

you have another question, feel free to call “The Fisherman’s Guide News” 
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     Lake Fork 
              Resort

Call Today For Your Reservations

Answers on Page 21-A
Fish Friendly

By John Tanner

  Greetings Anglers from the great Lake Fork. This 

that a lot, but the month of May really is a good 

weather has been so far this spring, the spawn has 
been prolonged due to the fronts that have been 
pounding us. It seems like we have been hit by 
a front just about every week. These fronts will 

through. However, the spawn should speed up and 
be done as soon as the weather stays warmer now 
that we are into May.
  There normally are a lot of different patterns to 

eating shad. You will even have a good number of 

in the main lake. In the mornings top waters and 
swim baits (Berkley Hollow Belly and Berkley 

-

will be there too. Look for the birds stacked on 
the shoreline on main lake points and you will be 
in the house!
  After the shad bite is over, go out a little deeper 

the spawning coves with drop shot worms (Havoc 

Bluegill colored square bill crankbaits are an 
awesome choice this time of year as well because 
of the bluegill bedding activity that goes on this 
month. Bass love to eat bluegill and take advan-
tage of the huge movement of gills to the shallows 
this time of year. 
  Yes there is always a lot going on during the 
month of May in the bass world. Take advantage 
of it and come on down to Lake Fork and catch
some of the big bass this place is famous for. 

rod is a must. I just love the new Fenwick Aetos 
rods. These things are incredible and I highly rec-
ommend them to any bass angler. 
  Thank you for reading this article and I hope it 
helps you catch more and bigger bass this month. 

If you are in the area and are in the market for a 
Ranger Boat be sure and go to Diamond Sports 

  Hey for more info on Lake Fork check us out on 
the web at www.lakeforkbassguide.com. 
  Please pray for our nation and our military ser-
vice men and women. Also if you are looking for 
a Church to go to, check out Lake Fork Baptist 

-
ful place! If you have 
any questions go to the 
website at www.lake-
forkbaptist.org. Good 

-
ing guide on Lake 

-
ing Lake Fork since 

-
sionally sponsored by 
Ranger Boats, Ranger 
Trail Trailers, Mercu-
ry, International Pre-
cious Metals, Minn 
Kota Trolling Motors, 
Lowrance Electronics, 
Navionics, Berkley, 
ABU Garcia, All Star 
Rods, Tru Tungsten, 
Hambys Beach Bum-
pers, Mustad Hooks, 
Talon Lures, BTS Line 
and Lure, Diamond 
Sports Marine and 
Oakley Sunglasses.
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Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca  

129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

All Lew’s Speed 
Stick Rods

Reg. $79.95
Now $49.95 ea.

-
vironmental Investigator of the Year.
  In presenting the award, the association noted that Sgt. Waggett has ex-

level. Working closely with the Houston Police Department Environmental 
Crimes Unit, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Texas Com-
mission on Environmental Quality, and many local and county agencies, 
the sergeant has handled numerous investigations of major environmental 
polluters.

Wildlife Department veteran.
  Additionally, TELEA has recognized TPWD’s contaminants laboratory 
staff, senior chemists Pamela Hamlett and Gary Steimentz, with the as-
sociation’s Environmental Investigator’s Award in the non-commissioned 
category. Part of TPWD’s Inland Fisheries Division, the two chemists were 

-
cedures and protocols, along with the laboratory analysis and reporting of 
evidence used in numerous environmental crimes investigations.
  “As we see more demand on water, the need for clean water for both people 

-
cial Operations in TPWD’s Law Enforcement Division. “Our environmen-
tal crimes unit, made of Texas game wardens, is dedicated to protecting our 
environment, especially, our state waters. Sgt. Waggett, along with Hamlett 
and Steinmetz, are extremely dedicated and TPWD appreciates TELEA’s 
recognition very much.”
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 

Legend
www.RidewithaLegend.com

By Terri Moon
 
  It’s amazing how 
many people think that 
when the crappie spawn 
is over, it’s the end of 

only gonna get better 

  You just have to start 
checking different areas 
adjacent to where you 
found them shallow. 
Look for drop-offs, 
creek bends and timber 

means don’t forget to 
check docks (especial-
ly the ones with brush 
piled under them with 

-

be out at the mouths 
of the coves or even 
secondary points. You 

just drifting with dou-
ble rigged jigs along the 
rip-rap of the bridges, 
or around the timber 
near these drop-offs 
and breaklines. A lot of 
times the big females 
will suspend around the 
deep sides of the drop-
offs.
  Now, if there is some-
thing I can’t say enough, 
it’s “Use That Depth 
Finder” and if you have 
“Structure Scan”, even 
better! It’s an amazing 
tool for locating these 
post spawn crappie. Be-
cause you could spend 

the right spot with the 
“Structure Scan” then 

(Thanks Lowrance for 

  There are still some 
male crappie holding 
shallow guarding eggs 
and frye. We’re catch-
ing those by slow roll-

ing roadrunners in 2 

deeper females we’re 
catching on Lake Fork 
Tackle’s ‘Live Baby 
Shad’ in chartreuse and 
pearl or blue and pearl, 
or ‘Electric Chicken’ in 

  Another reason I get 
excited about May 

be “hands down” the 

still my very favorite 

I think it’s because it 
-

ing off my grandpa’s 
dock on Lake Lotawa-
na as a kid and how no 
one could cook it better 
than grandma! It’s the 
“priceless memories” 
that count, not the num-
bers!
  So, grab a bucket of 
crickets or some worms 
and get those kids and 
grandkids out to the 
lake and introduce 

will remember it proba-
bly the rest of their life. 
I don’t think I’ve ever 
met anyone who didn’t 

memory!” I’m just re-
ally grateful I have so 
many!
  One rule of thumb I 
use is I start looking for 
the bream in the same 
areas I found the crap-

the new and full moon. 

ft. depths. You can use 
slip bobbers or tight-
line with hook and split 
shot. 
  By the way don’t be 
surprised if a big cat-

They like to eat what 
the bream eat too!
  I hope all of you have 
a wonderful May. Stop 
by Lake Fork Marina 
and check out their new 
products arriving dai-
ly! Thanks Cameron 
for keeping on top of 
the latest and greatest!
  I want to wish all of 
you a “Happy Moth-
er’s Day” and espe-
cially to my mom…you 
are “amazing!” Also, 

day” – with much love!
  My best to you all!

Parents

at
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(Continued from Page 4-A)

his boat, and Rob slept in. I thought we were go-
ing to miss the tournament!” By the time they got 

the lake, and he picked the spot.” It was a creek 

they were casting to the edge of the bridge. Cort-
land was using an Alabama rig. “In ten casts, we 

trio had decided that they would weigh whatever 
they caught each hour, so they headed in to the 

year old going to do with his brand new Dodge 
Ram pickup truck? “I’ll have my learners permit 
by the end of the year, and my parents will use it 
until then.”

creek with a Texas rig and had caught six or more 

keepers under the slot, he checked to see what was 

in on the scales at 2.45 lbs, giving him the lead 
seat - but there was still a lot of time on the clock 
before that hour closed. “The last seven minutes 
were the most nervous ever for me. One guy came 

It was close!” Brent was awarded the new Dodge 

option. “I’ve already ordered my new Power Poles 
for my boat with it!”
  Robert Laird and his wife Laura of Livingston, 

every year since it began. “We didn’t go far, just 

day before.” Tournament day was cloudy and over-

impossible. He used a weightless wa-termelon red 

my scales.” He came in and considered weighing 

had already come in that hour. “We waited un-

-
tion for the hour. As the clock ticked down the 

-

and the announcement was made that he had won 
the hour, his wife Laura could not hold her ex-
citement any more. “Oh, my God!” she declared 
over and over. Robert and his wife are no strang-
ers to tournament success. He won the Berkley 
Big Bass tournament last October and currently 
holds the Lake Livingston record for Black Bass 

hour. Seventeen year old Tyler Landers of Col-
lege Station, TX won a new Ram pickup truck 

(See 5th Annual Dodge....Continued on Page 14-A)

CRAPPIE & BRIM

GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE
Ft. Worth, TX.,
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WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Monday thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Saturday ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.A Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef

Boneless 

Boneless 

Breast

Fish Friendly Practice C.P.R.

  The 4th Annual World Championship Bass on 

-
ing anglers and only rods, reels, line & lures made 

or line weight limit for equipment.  It is one of 
only two such events in the entire country!

Warren, the tournament organizer, says “it’s just 
like bow hunting for deer.  It’s more challenging 
and requires more skill and patience which brings 
a greater sense of accomplishment.”
  Another unique feature is that it is a Catch-Photo-
Release tournament.  Each participant will receive 
an ID card at registration which must be included 

Federation of Fly Fishers which endorses the tour-
-

sources.  This is a bonus on Lake Fork because all 

and chips must be checked at registration before 
the tournament.
  The tournament also has two divisions.  One for 

-

have done as well as those with boats.  Safety and 
sportsmanship rules must be followed by all par-
ticipants.  

for the big bass pot, and an additional $5 for an op-
tional big blue gill pot.  The cash payout for each 
division is determined by the number of partici-
pants in each division.  There is also a Club trophy 
awarded to the club or organization with the three 

-

rod and case.  Approximately 45 participants are 
expected this year and entries have already been 
received from Kansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and 
Colorado as well as Texas.
  Additional activities include free hourly casting 
clinics, kayak demos, casting contests, vendor 
booths, and door prizes for participants.  Prizes in-
clude the Sage rod, Rio line & leaders, TFO rods 
and hats, Skeeter tee shirts, People’s waterproof 

-
bela’s and Bass Pro.

  The tournament provides education, practices 

details and the registration form can be found at 

(Courtesy Photo) 
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“Stop by and let’s talk about making that 
‘Dream Home’ a reality!”

     

DARRELL DODD CONSTRUCTIONLLC

D
  D
    C

D
  D
    C
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Early Entry Incentive: Only Early Entries Qualify for Drawing To Win LE-186 SCX, Powered by Mercury, MotorGuide, & Lowrance Electronics. To 
Qualify for Drawing, Entries must be received on or before April 30, 2013.  “Legend Advantage Members Win Double Hourly Cash Awards”

All Tournament Contestants can Purchase Temple Fork Outfitters Rods $178 Retail ~ $50 Each (Assortment of Sizes)
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 888-657-5051 OR 903-383-7748 EMAIL: TEAMLEGEND@LEGENDMARINE.COM OR FISHNEWS@LAKEFORK.NET

7 PLACES PAID HOURLY 1ST – $500 2ND – $400 3RD – $300 4TH – $200 5TH – $175 6TH – $150 1ST OUT OF 6TH $100 GC

Four (4) Legend Bass Boats, Powered by Mercury, MotorGuide, Lowrance Electronics. To Be Awarded For: 

2 for the 2 Heaviest Bass Over The Slot, 1 for Heaviest Bass Under The Slot, 

1 for Draw Boat (Early Entries ONLY and must be present to win.)

$300,000
Benefiting    “The Wish to Fish Foundation”

Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17,  903-765-2764

Ninth AnnualNinth Annual

May 17, 18 & 19, 2013
All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome

Guaranteed in
Cash & Prizes

EZ Loader Trailers

TM



(Continued from Page 9-A)
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dad Brian, they were not targeting big bass over 
-

ler got sick the day before,” Tyler’s dad Brian re-
called. “We almost headed home before the tour-
nament.” Deciding to tough it out, they launched 

area. “We struggled, it was pretty tough. There 

We moved around a lot.” They went to an area in 
the back of a creek that intersected with a road bed. 

knew we wouldn’t make it back in time for that 
hour weigh in, so we listened to the radio to get an 
idea of what weights were getting in the money.” 

-
cided to go in, but held back at the tanks waiting to 
see what was being weighed that hour before we 
decided to step across the line.” The leading bass 

weight added .2 lbs, so we decided to step across 

nounced that it was going to be close. Putting the 

Several of them were in the money, but Tyler’s 

“There were so many factors that made it so close 

would not have won the truck!” Initially they took 
the cash option, but after discussing it with Mom 
they turned around and signed for the truck. Word 
quickly spread about Tyler’s victory, and when he 

-
ally think I was coming home without a truck, did 
you?”
  The day was beginning to come to an end. Only 
two trucks remained to be won. Rob Hope of Min-
eola, TX. won the sixth truck given away with his 
2.65-pound catch. It was the closest truck win of 

weigh in the best catch you could. Last casts of 

-
ing good to hold up as big bass of the day, and 
Chris Woehl had the biggest bass of the hour at 

the day, and had caught three or four in the slot.” 
They were using a Texas rigged Lake Fork Tackle 
Hyper Worm. “We were looking for a spot that the 
wind was blowing into, and there weren’t many 

monster bass latched on. They quickly made their 

“Dad was just trying to hold the tears back. He 

“It was great! This has been a long time coming 
for my dad. He’s been dreaming about it for a long 
time. I’m just glad I was here to witness it with 
him!”
  There is no other one day bass tournament like it 
in the world. “There’s nothing better than award-
ing these trucks, the boat and the cash prizes to all 
of these anglers,” stated Chad Potts. “We would 
like to thank everyone who traveled here to Lake 

-
nament and hope everyone had a great time.” 
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HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

Entry Forms Now Available At All 

(See Regional Lone Star......Continued on Page 17-A)

  At a time when punishing drought underscores 
the importance of managing our land and water 
to help Texas weather the worst, two land own-
ers, two organizations and a mining company are 
being recognized by the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department’s Lone Star Land Steward program 
for their efforts in rejuvenating native habitat and 
wildlife across the state.
  From the oldest continuously operated family 
cattle ranch in the Texas Panhandle to a landown-
er coalition along the South Llano River working 

regional land stewards show a striking diversity 
of activity across the state. In almost every case, 
their work on the land connects with water, such as 
planting native bunch grasses that catch and hold 
rain, restoring wetlands or controlling erosion, 
and sharing with others what they have learned 

-
att Regency in Austin. In addition, the winner of 
the prestigious Leopold Conservation Award for 
Texas - to be presented by the Sand County Foun-
dation -- will be announced that night. Featured 
speaker will be Mrs. Laura Bush, former First 
Lady of the United States and founder, Taking 
Care of Texas.

-
visory Committee, the Lone Star Land Steward 
Awards program objectives are to recognize pri-

vate landowners for excellence in habitat man-
agement and wildlife conservation on their lands, 
publicize the best examples of sound natural re-
source management practices, encourage youth 
education and participation in promoting respon-
sible habitat management and improved ecosys-
tem health, promote long-term conservation of 
unique natural and cultural resources, promote 
ecosystem awareness and acknowledge the best 
conservation practices in the state’s ecological 
regions, enhance relationships between private 
landowners and Texas natural resource agencies, 
and illustrate the important role of private land-
owners in the future of Texas natural resources.
  TPWD is partnering with the Sand County Foun-
dation, Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation and 
Taking Care of Texas. Presenting sponsor is Toy-
ota. Additional sponsors include Karen and Tim 
Hixon, Plains Capital Bank, Cammack & Strong, 
P.C., Capital Farm Credit, Dorothy Drummer and 
Associates, Frost, Gardner Appraisal Group, Inc., 
Llano Springs Ranch, Ltd., Lower Colorado River 
Authority, Nature Blinds, Nueces River Authority, 
Oncor, San Antonio River Authority, Texas A&M 
Forest Service, Texas Agricultural Land Trust, 
Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Asso-
ciation, Texas State Soil and Water Conservation 
Board, Texas Wildlife Association, and USDA, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service.
  Following are summaries of stewardship high-

lights for each recipient.
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(Cour-
tesy Photo Pope’s Landing)
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100% American Made by Texans
Proud Sponsor of the “9th Annual Legend 

of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:

your hands and knees

searching for the fender
-

ing for the trailer frame

trailer 
fenders with your shoes

loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself

when 
entering and exiting

posder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

The ESS1

“Chris Lane 
now has the 
ESS2 swing-
away model on 
his New Legend
211-Alpha.” 

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

Entry Forms Now Available At All Local 

Mailing List!!

(Continued from Page 15-A)

  Supporting a remnant of the globally rare Sil-
veanus dropseed prairie, Daphne Prairie is one of 
the most valuable ecological treasures in the state. 
Owned and operated by B.F. Hicks, the property 

of the last unplowed prairies in northeast Texas.
  Ongoing land management goals are continuing 

-
ing.
  A model citizen-scientist and conservation-
ist, Hicks has hosted numerous groups for over 

-
ogy experts, university students, birding groups, 
Audubon and Master Naturalist chapters, as well 
as state and federal agencies including TPWD, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. As a commu-
nity leader, Hicks is past president of the Frank-
lin County Historical Association. He also helped 

Prairies and Pineywoods Wildlife Trail.

-
sen of Dallas and operated by Dr. Lisa Bellows, 
the foundation’s mission is to provide research 
and education programs, with a focus on place-

based environmental education for students as 

acre property as an outdoor laboratory for classes 
in botany, zoology, wildlife conservation, envi-
ronmental science and agriculture.

-
erator, the Thomsen Foundation uses the program 
to teach students about controlling deer numbers, 
conducting surveys, and collecting harvest data.
  In addition, prescribed burning, selective mow-
ing, and restoration seeding have resulted in high 
plant diversity on the property, with more than 

  Adults visit the Thomsen property for programs 
on sustainable agriculture, habitat management 

-
ing advantage of the dark night sky. With a pas-
sion for the education of children, Dr. Bellows 

holds workshops to introduce place-based teach-
ing concepts to educators. The ranch hosts about 

is the oldest continuously operated family cattle 
ranch in the Texas Panhandle. From the fading 

-
tal mapping of ranch features, wildlife and cattle 

  Ranch operations emphasize ecosystem manage-
ment focusing on the entire plant community. The 

-
ing healthier habitats ranch-wide.
  Owner Andrew Bivins understands the ecologi- 

(See Regional Lone Star......Continued on Page 20-A)
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Tom Redington
    Lake Fork Guide

Tackle Store (Great Selection)
Managed by John Goergen

(See Pack of Knowledge...Continued on Page 21-A)

probably catch more bass in the summertime than 
all other lures combined.  When probing offshore 
structure, a casting jig, a football jig, a Carolina 
rig, a shaky head, a drop shot, or a Texas rig will 

so many other baits, just casting and mindlessly 
retrieving your bait in the standard way will pro-
duce mediocre results.  Depending on the mood 

structure, certain retrieves will trigger more bites 
than others.  Following are some retrieves I use 
regularly, starting with slowest and moving to the 

couple minutes picking out a backlash, only to 
discover that a bass ate your bait while it was just 
sitting on the bottom?  When the bite is tough, 
less action is more.  Dead-sticking means simply 
letting the bait sit still on a slack line for extended 
periods.  Sometimes 5 seconds is enough, while 
other days I’ll let it sit in one place for a minute 
or more before getting bit. While dead-sticking 
sometimes works on the initial cast, normally I 
combine one or more of the other retrieves with 
it, such as a couple active hops followed by dead-
sticking it in place for a while before moving it 
again.  Fish will pick up the bait while it is sit-
ting there and you’ll either feel a tap, or your line 
will jump or just start swimming off to the side.  
Straight tailed worms like Lake Fork Trophy 
Lure’s Hyper Sticks, Twitch Worms and Hyper 
Finesse Worms normally work best in these pre-
sentations.  Since bass are studying your lure for a 
long time, I recommend using a low visibility line 

and Carolina rigs, but it also works with TX rigs 
too.  A few years ago in the FLW Tour event at 

out that he was dragging his worm instead of hop-
ping it, I started catching big ones.  I switched to 

the bait along by keeping my rod low to the wa-
ter.  If I would pick the worm off the bottom, they 
wouldn’t eat it.  When bass are focusing on prey 
on the bottom, dragging is the way to go.

bite.  By leaving just a slight bit of slack in my line, 
I’ll rapidly shake my rod tip, making it move about 

to make the line barely tighten, but I snap the rod 
back down before the bait moves forward.  You 
can practice this technique in a swimming pool, 
bathtub, or in shallow water.  When done right, 
your bait will just squirm and wiggle but won’t 
move forward.  This retrieve was made famous 
on drop shots and shaky heads, but it also works 
very well on all worm rigs except a Carolina rig.  
Again, straight tailed worms like Hyper Finesse 
Worms and Hyper Sticks work best here.  Making 
trailers like Fork Craws and Fork Creatures on 
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Reel In His Heart, Not With A 
Bass But With A Touch of Class!

"Professional Jewelry and Watch Repair!"

903-885-1118
Financing Available 
With Approved Credit!

NEW OWNER

 

We've made it easy to own!
no credit check

no money down
finance option available

"Store Wide Savings On All
Name Brand Furniture!!"

May IS THE MONTH FOR A NEW 
LOOK IN YOUR HOME!

w/Mattresses
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Fishing Fork Since 1982

JOHN TANNER'S
LAKE FORK

GUIDE SERVICE

      

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp  Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders  Hush Puppies  Fries
Dessert ncluded  Menu tems Available

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

  

Fish Friendly

cal processes that formed the habitat and strives to 
sustain those processes through rotational grazing, 
conservative stocking rates, prescribed burning, 
and brush management.
  Because of these practices, the ranch has seen a 
tremendous increase in plant diversity with plant 
communities shifting to sideoats and blue gramas, 
little and big bluestems, and higher forb abun-
dance.

-
shed Alliance is an organization of landowners 
and interested stakeholders whose mission is to 
preserve and enhance the South Llano River and 
adjoining watersheds. Current president is Znobia 

  By encouraging land and water stewardship 
through collaboration, education and community 
participation, the alliance serves as an excellent 
model of how landowners and stakeholders can 
work together voluntarily to achieve mutual ben-

on restoration of the 
Guadalupe bass, an ef-
fort aimed at ensuring a 
pure population of the 

the alliance has assisted 
-

shed-based restoration 
projects through the 
Landowner Incentive 
Program.
  To address the con-
cerns of landowners 
facing challenges re-
lated to increasing pub-
lic use along the river, 
the alliance organized 

workshops to educate both users and landowners 
about river rights and ethics. This began the pro-
cess of bringing partners together to establish the 
South Llano River Paddling Trail.

upland and riparian habitat along the river, the al-
liance coordinated a workshop involving many 
partners to provide information and resources to 

(Continued from Page 17-A)
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Paul Bacon

TREATMENTS FOR:

903-474-9436
Emory, Texas

Just The Right Answers

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"

home for 1 year 

Continued from Page 18-A) 

(See Pack of Knowledge...
  Continued on Page 22-A)

strikes.  Apparently, a 
cowering, defenseless 
bait is too much for big 
bass to pass up.  A tip 
heavy rod will kill your 
shoulder after a while 
with this technique so 
I’ve found the Dobyns 
Extreme DX744C to be 
my favorite for shaking 
jigs and worms, with its 
combination of balance 
and sensitivity.   

-
ply dragging without 
the stops.  With heavy 
baits like football jigs 
and Carolina rigs, slow-
ly reeling them along 
the bottom with action 
trailers like Fork Crea-
tures and Hyper Freaks 
triggers strikes just like 
crankbaits, yet you can 
send these baits to the 
bottom much deeper 
than the deepest diving 
crank.

 The classic 
worm and jig retrieve.  
Many days, a 6” to 2’ 
lift and resulting fall 
back to the bottom is 

normally start with this 
retrieve and adjust from 
here, mixing in some 
dead-sticking between 

hops.  This excels with 
action tail plastics, 
like ribbon tailed Fork 
Worms and paddle 
tailed Hyper Worms.

 Stroking is the 
energy drink guzzling 

Instead of slowly pull-
ing your lure off the 
bottom, leave a bit of 
slack in the line and 

off the bottom with a 

violent hook-setting 
motion.  This rapid mo-
tion triggers bites from 

-
more, it excels for bass 
that are suspended off 
the bottom or sitting 
off the edge of drops.  
Stroking is a physically 
demanding technique, 
so using the right gear 
makes it a lot easier.  
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CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

Friday-Sunday

GOOD
SELECTION

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 
miles on FM 17 or Hwy 515 

to FM 17 South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

"New Owner  
New Management  

New Attitude!" 
We Have It All...

"Private Club Now Open!"

Happy Hour Wed thru Sun. 4 to 7
Open: Wed., Thurs. & Sun. 4 - 10, Fri. 4 - 12 Sat. 4 - 1

Karaoke Fridays 8 to 12 ~ Saturdays 8 to 1

(Continued from Page 21-A)

instead of stretching your line.  Secondly, a long yet light and well balanced 
rod moves the lure a long ways without wearing you out.  Again, the Dobyns 
Extreme 7’4” DX744C moves a ton of line, yet feels like an ultra-sensitive 
6’6” rod in your hands, which explains why it is such a wildly popular model.

  Basically, this is a 
process of trial and er-
ror.  Experiment with 
a variety of retrieves 

what they want by bit-
ing your lure.  If I can 
be of assistance, drop 
me a line at tom@lake-
forkguidetrips.com or 
check out my website 
www.LakeForkGuide-
Trips.com for more 
info.  
  Tom Redington is a 
FLW Tour pro, host of 
TV’s “Big Bass Battle” 
& a bass guide on Lake 
Fork.  To make the 
most of your experi-
ence in the outdoors, 
he recommends the 
Boy Scouts of Ameri-
ca, Lake Fork Trophy 
Lures, Dobyns Rods, 
Ranger Boats, Mercury 
Outboards, Diamond 
Sports Marine, Lucky 
Craft, Costa Sunglass-
es, Lowrance, Navion-
ics, & Power Pole.   

(Continued from Page 1-A)

  This event is free to all children and their par-

equipment, rod n’ reels are furnished along with 
all bait and tackle. Cold drinks, refreshments, hot 
dogs and chips are provided for the parents and 
children.
  The format of this event is a mock tournament, 
and divided into age group divisions. These divi-

the category wins a trophy and a year’s worth of 
bragging rights. Every child leaves the event with 
a prize furnished by the many sponsors. The prizes 

many other items to make the child’s experience 
that much more memorable.
  Parents mark your calendars for Kid Fish to be 

your children the beauty of nature and the enjoy-
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$159.000.

 

 

$We have too many properties for sale to show here. To view these and ALL MLS 
PROPERTY LISTINGS, go to: www.c21lakecountryrealty.com

“Lake Fork’s Leading 

Real Estate Agency”
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